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TRANSLATOR'S  PREFACE 


^TTTO  edit! 


TO  THIRD    EDITION 


editions  of  ray  TransJaeion  of  CELLINI'S  AUTOBIO- 
GKAPHV.  both  of  diem  in  two  volumes,  have  beei>  exhausted 
during  t)ie  space  of  less  tfaiin  twelve  months.  TTic  interest 
laltGn  by  the  British  and  Amehcao  public  in  this  work  has 
induced  the  publisher  to  bring  out  a  third  edition  in  one 
I  volume  and  at  a  cheaper  price,  whereby  it  will  be  ]>Uced 
rithin  the  reach  of  a  still  larger  eirde  of  buyers.  Tills 
Is  highly  gratifying  to  myself  as  the  translator.  It  is  also 
creditable  to  the  taste  of  thousands  dT  English-speaking 
readers,  who  have  been  able  to  appreciate  a  book,  which 
is  certainly  an  Italian  classic,  but  which  deals  with  matters 
remote  from  the  daily  business  of  our  epoch.  Ndther 
public  i>or  private  criticism  has  detected  such  errors  in 
my  work  as  need  correction.  I  shall  therefore  aUow  the 
text  of  the  second  edition  to  stand  UDnJiered,  and  desire 
for  the  students  of  this  translation  oo  less  pleasure  and 
profit  than  1  had  in  making  it. 


JOHN  ADDINGTON  SYMONDS 


Davos  Pi.atz, 


PREFATORY    NOTE 

TO   SECOND    EDITION 

After  the  lapse  of  less  tlian  three  months  a  second  edition  ■ 
of  this  book  was  called  for,  provinff  that  it  had  found  favour] 
with  the  public  both  in  England  and  America.  Some  few 
tjppographical  errors  are  rectified  in  the  new  editioo ;  and 
I  have  translated  the  original  sonnet  which  Cctlini  prefixed 
to  his  nutobiogra|iliy.  With  these  exceptions,  no  alterations 
of  any  importance  have  been  made.  Tlie  reception  granted 
to  toy  part  of  the  work  by  numerous  critics  and  reviewers 
emboldens  me  to  think  that  the  translation  is  not  in  need  I 
of  immediate  revision. 


JOHN  ADDINGTON  SVMONDS 


Oavoc  PUklT, 


(^■OQii 


INTRODUCTION 


The  translator  of  an  autobiography,  especially  if  it  be 
&  long  one  tike  Cellini's,  or  like  Rotisscau's  Co»/esaom, 
enjoys  very  special  opportunilies  for  becominK  .acquainted 
wiU)  the  mind  and  temper  of  its  writer.  No  other  method 
of  etudy,  however  consdenttous,  can  be  compared  in  tliis 
psuticular  respect  with  the  method  of  translation ;  in  no 
oUier  way  is  it  possible  to  get  such  knowledge  of  a  man's 
mental  and  emotional  habits,  to  judge  tlie  value  ol  bis 
accent  and  intonation  so  accurately,  or  to  form  by  gradual 
and  subtle  processes  so  sympathetic  a  conception  of  his 
nature.  The  translator  is  obliged  to  live  for  weeks  and 
months  in  cloie  companionship  with  hii  autlior.  He  mnst 
bend  his  own  individuality  to  the  task  of  expressing  what 
is  characteristic  in  that  of  another.  He  tastes  and  analyses 
every  turn  of  phrase  in  order  to  discover  its  exact  sig' 
otficance.  He  (axes  the  resources  of  his  own  language, 
to  far  as  these  may  be  at  his  command,  to  reproduce  tlie 
most  evasive  no  less  than  the  most  salient  expressions  of 
the  text  Iwforc  him.  In  the  case  even  of  a  poem  or  a 
dissertation,  he  ought,  upon  this  method,  to  arrive  at  mare 
precise  conclusions  than  the  student  who  has  only  been  a 
reader.  But  when  the  text  is  a  self- revelation,  when  it  is 
a  minute  and  voluminous  autobiography,  he  will  have  done 
little  short  of  living  himself  for  awhile  into  the  personality 
of  aiiotlicr.  Supposing  him  at  the  same  time  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  any  diacemmcnt,  he  will  be  able  afterwards  to 
speak  of  the  man  whose  spirit  he  has  attempted  (o  convey, 
with  the  authority  of  one  who  has  learned  to  know  him 
ihIus  et  in  cute — bones,  marrow,  flesh,  and  superficies.  Nor 
is  the  translator  exposed  to  the  biographer's  weakness  for 
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ovcrvaluiog  his  subject  He  pretends  to  no  discowries, 
hss  taken  no  brief  for  or  against  the  character  it  is  his 
duty  to  reproduce,  has  set  up  no  (ull-lcnRlh  portiait  on  the 
Utcrary  easel,  to  be  painted  by  the  aid  of  documents,  and 
with  a  certain  preconceived  conception  of  pictorial  bannony. 
In  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  enter  into  personal  intercourse 
with  any  one  whose  voice  we  have  not  heard,  whose 
physical  influences  we  have  not  been  affected  b>',  in  whose 
living  presence  we  have  not  tliought,  and  felt,  and  acted, 
in  so  far  the  translator  of  a  book  like  Cellini's  Hatoin  or 
Rousseau's  Confasiom  can  claim  to  be  familiar  and  intimate 
witli  its  autlior. 


11 

1  have  recently  put  m>'«eif  into  these  very  confidential 
relations  with  Cellini,  having  made  tlie  completely  new 
English  vcrsioa  of  his  autobiography  to  which  the  follow- 
ing pages  serve  as  introduction.  I  Uiink  tliat  I  am  there- 
fore justified  in  once  more  handling  a  somewhat  hackneyed 
subject,  and  in  rcctif>'ing  what  I  have  previously  published 
concerning  it' 

A  book  which  the  great  Goethe  thought  worthy  of 
translating  into  German  with  the  pen  of  Fatul  and  Wiihtim 
Ateister,  a  book  which  Atigusle  Conite  placed  upon  his  very 
limited  list  for  tlie  i>crusal  of  reformed  humanity,  t*  one 
with  which  we  have  ttie  right  to  be  occupied,  not  once  or 
twice,  but  over  and  over  again.  It  cannot  lose  its  fresh- 
ness. What  attriictcd  the  encyclopasiic  minds  of  men  so 
different  as  Comle  and  Goethe  to  its  pages  still  remains 
there.  This  attntctive  or  compulsive  quality,  to  pat  the 
nutter  briefly,  it  the  flesh  and  blood  reality  of  Cellini's 
self- delineation.  A  man  statids  before  us  in  his  Memoirs 
unsophi.tticated,  unemlicllislicd,  with  all  his  native  faults 
iip(.>n  him,  and  witli  all  liis  potent  energies  portrayed  In 
the  veracious  manner  of  Velasquez,  with  bold  strokes  and 
animated  play  of  light  and  colour.  No  one  was  less  in- 
tiosjKctive  than  this  child  of  the  Italian  Kcnaissance.  No 
one  was  less  occupied  with  thoughts  about  thinking  or  with 
the  presentation  of  psychological  experience.     Vain,  osten- 

'  Umaiiiaim  im  Ilafy,  voL  iil.  «tL  *iiL 
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tatioiM,  «e)f>laucUtory,  and  self-eii^'rossed  as  Cdlini  was, 
he  never  itopped  to  analyse  himself.  He  attempted  no 
artlRtic  blending  of  Dkhluni-  unj  Walirheit;  the  word 
"confessions"  could  not  have  escaped  his  lips;  a  Journal 
Intimc  would  have  been  inoomprchcnsibic  to  his  fierce, 
virile  spirit.  ^-His  autobiogntpLy  is  the  record  of  action 
and  passimi.  Suffering,  enjoyinf;,  enduring;,  working  with 
restleu  activity;  hating,  loving,  hovering  from  place  to 
place  as  impulse  moves  him ;  tlie  man  presents  himself 
dramatjcalty  by  his  deeds  and  spokco^ords,  never  by  his 
pondcrings  or  meditative  broodingB.  J  It  is  (hia  healthy 
externality  which  gives  its  great  chann  to  Cellini's  sclf- 
portrayal  and  renders  it  an  imperisliablc  document  for  the 
student  of  human  nature. 

In  addition  to  these  solid  merits,  bis  life,  as  Horace  Wal- 
pole  put  it,  is  "  more  amusing  than  any  novel."  We  hare  a 
r$alQ>a»  to  deal  with — a  man  so  realistically  brouglit  before 
\a  that  we  seem  to  hear  him  speak  and  sec  him  movej  a  man, 
moreover,  whose  eminently  ch^ragtcoatic  works  of  art  in  a 
great  measure  still  survive  among  us.  Yet  the  adventures  of 
this  potent  human  actuality  will  bear  comparison  with  those 
of  Gil  Bias,  or  the  Comtc  de  Monte  Cristo,  or  Quentin  Dur- 
ward,  or  Lcs  Trois  Mousquctaircs,  for  their  variety  and  cvcr- 
pongent  interest. 

In  point  of  language,  again,  Cellini  possesses  an  advantage 
which  places  him  at  least  upon  the  level  of  the  most  adroit 
romancc-w< iters.  Unspoiled  by  literary  training,  he  wrote 
precisely  as  he  talked,  with  all  the  sharp  (vtrH  a  bom  Floren- 
tine, heedless  of  grammatical  construction,  tndi^crent  to 
rhetorical  effects,  attaining  unsurpassable  vividness  of  aarra> 
tion  by  pure  simplicity.  He  was  greatly  helped  in  gaining 
the  peculiar  success  he  has  achieved  by  two  circumstances ; 
first,  that  he  dictated  neariy  the  whole  of  his  Mcmoin  lo 
a  young  amanuensis;  secondly,  that  tlic  disliiiKuished 
academical  writer  Co  whose  correction  be  submitted  Uiem 
refused  to  spoil  their  ingenuous  grace  by  alterations  or 
stylistic  improvements.  Wliile  reading  his  work,  therefore 
we  enjoy  something  of  that  pleasure  which  draws  the  folk 
of  Eastern  bndd  to  listen  to  the  recitation  of  Arabian  Nights' 
eDtertainmcnls. 
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But  what  was  the  roan  bitnself  7  It  is  just  tliiN  ciueslion 
which  I  have  half  promised  to  answer,  implying  thai,  as  a 
translator,  I  have  some  special  rigbt  to  sf^ak  upon  tlie  topic. 

Well,  then :  I  seem  to  know  Cellini  lirst  of  all  as  a  man 
possessed  by  intense,  absorbing  egotism ;  violent,  arrogant, 
self-assertive,  passionate ;  conscious  of  great  gifts  for  art, 
physical  coiinif<e,  and  personal  address.  Without  having 
read  a  line  of  Machiavelli,  he  had  formed  the  same  ideal  of 
iHrtH  or  manly  force  of  character  as  the  author  of  The  Prince. 
To  be  self-reliant  in  all  circumstances ;  to  scheme  and  strike, 
If  need  .be7Tn~siii>port  of  his  opinion  or  bis  right ;  to  take  the 
law  into  his  own  hands  for  tlie  redress  of  injur>'  or  insult: 
this  appealed  to  him  the  simple  duty  of  an  honourable  man. 
But  he  had  nolhintf  of  the  philospcber's  calm,  the  diploma- 
tist's prudence,  tlie  general's  st[uteg>',  or  the  comlier's  sclf- 
reatrainL  On  the  contrary,  he  possessed  the  temperament  of 
a  bom  artist,  blent  in  almost  equal  proportions  witli  that  of  a 
bom  bravo.  Tliroughont  the  whole  of  his  timiuKuotis  career 
these  two  strains  contended  in  his  nature  for  mastery.  Upon 
the  Verge  of  fifty-six,  when  a  man's  blood  haa  gCDcntUy 
cooled,  we  find  that  he  was  released  from  prison  on  bail,  and 
bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  for  a  year  with  some  enemy 
whose  life  was  probably  in  danger ;  and  when  1  come  to 
spc.ik  about  hi«  homicides,  it  will  be  obvious  that  he  enjoyed 
killing  live  men  quite  ns  much  as  casting  bronze  statueSi. 


IV 
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Both  the  artist  and  the  bravo  were  characteristic  and 

— '  typical  products  of  tlie  Italian  Renaissance.  The  genius  of 
(lie  race  expressed  itself  at  that  epoch  even  more  salicnlly 
in  the  fine  arts  than  in  scholarship  or  literature.  At  the 
same  time  the  conditions  of  society  during  what  1  have  else- 
where called  "  Uie  AffC'cl  Iht  D^pota  "  favoured  tb?  growth 
oi  bwless  adventurers,  who  made  a  practice  of  violence  and 
lived  by  murder.  Now  tliese  two  prominent  types  of  the 
I  nation  and  the  period  were  nt^ver  more  singularly  combined 
\     than  in  Celhni.     He  might  stand  as  a  full-btowti  ^>ecimeii 
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o(  cither.  Sensitive,  impulsive,  rash  of  speecli,  hasty  in 
action,  with  the  artist's  susceptibihty  and  the  bravo's  heat 
of  blood,  he  injured  no  one  more  tliaii  liimsctf  by  his 
eccentricities  of  temper.  Over  and  over  .iijain  did  he  ruin 
excellent  prospects  by  some  piece  of  madcap  folly.  Yet 
there  u  no  tiace  in  any  of  his  writings  that  he  ever  Uid  hii 
misadventures  to  tlic  proper  cause.  He  consistently  poses 
as  an  injured  man,  whom  malevolent  scoundrels  and  malig- 
nant stars  conspired  to  persecute.  Nor  docs  lie  do  tliis  with 
any  t»td  faith.  His  belief  in  himself  remained  ax  tirm  ax 
adamant,  and  he  candidly  conceived  tliat  he  was  under  the 
special  providence  of  a  merciful  and  loving  God,  who  appre- 
ciated his  high  and  virtuous  qualities. 

On  one  occasion,  after  a  more  than  customar>'  outbreak  of 
violent  qieecb,  the  Lucchcse  ambassador  remarked  to  his 
patron,  Cosimo  de'  Medici,  "That  Benvenuto  of  yours  is  a 
terrible  man  ! "  "  Yes,"  answered  the  Dulte,  "  he  is  far  more 
terrible  than  you  imagine.  Well  were  it  for  him  if  he  were 
a  little  less  so,  for  then  he  would  have  possessed  much 
which  be  now  lacks."*  Cellini  reports  this  speech  with 
satisfaction  ;  he  is  proud  to  be  called  terrible — 3  word  which 
then  denoted  formidable  \-ehemence.*  On  another  occasion 
he  tells  us  how  Pope  Paul  III.  was  willing  to  pardon  him 
few  an  outngeous  murder  committed  in  the  streets  of  Rome 
.  One  of  the  Pope's  gentlemen  submitted  that  this  was  show- 
ing onteaaonable  clemency.  "Vou  do  not  understand  the 
matter  as  well  as  I  do,"  replied  his  Holiness.  "I  must 
inform  you  that  men  hke  Benvenuto,  unique  in  their  pro- 
fession, arc  not  bound  by  the  laws,"'  That  sentence  pre- 
cisely paints  Cellini's  own  conception  of  himself;  and  I 
believe  that  something  to  the  like  effect  may  really  have 
been  spoken  by  Pope  Paul.  Certainly  our  artist's  frequent 
homicides  and  acts  of  violence  were  condoned  by  great 
princes,  who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  his  exceptional 
ability,  Italian  society  admired  the  bravo  almost  as  mudi 
as  Imperial  Rome  admired  tlic  gladiator;  it  also  aashmed 

ySU  M  ftnnmiu  CtBM,  UK  IL  ch.  c 

*  Conipu«  (be  fodlowing  pwuR  from  ■  mcmonin'lam  writl«n  by  CcDiiu : 
"  Hi  H  mpiMo  d>  on  j^ran  cmbihaomo  di  corle,  il  quale  nan  mi  oxtK  attio 
M  noB  c>M  io  era  on  IcmbilF  tiuomo ;  t  repricanclini  pill  Toltc  qualo  nnnM 
di   lerrifalle,  io  2"    ritpc«t  ehr    i    Irnibli    a    erano    qotxll  UninieMIl  <h*  ^ 

iipinano  di  iooeiMO  Ml  pci  hanonuc  Iddltx"—  TrattaH,  ift.,  p.  itiL 

*  VittH  BfmimMtt  Ciatm,  Ub.  I.  efa.  laiir. 
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that  gcfilus  combined  willi  force  of  cliaracter  relea-<«ed  men 
from  the  shackles  of  ordinary  morality.  Thc«e  points  are 
so  dear  to  any  student  of  llic  sixteenth  century  that  I  need 
not  here  enlarge  upon  them.  It  is  only  neccssaiy  to  keep 
tbeio  steadily  in  mind  while  forming  an  estimate  of  CeUini's 
temperament  and  conduct ;  at  the  same  time  we  must  not 
nm  to  the  conclusion  that  people  of  his  stamp  were  common, 
even  at  that  lime,  in  Italy.  We  perceive  plainly  from  his 
self-complacent  ndmissioni  that  the  peculiar  hybrid  between 
the  gifted  iirtist  uiid  the  man  of  blood  which  he  exhibited 
was  regarded  as  sumetliins  not  quite  normal. 


Such  being  the  groundwork  of  Cellini's  nature,  it  follows 
as  a  ncccssar>'  consequence  that  bi.i  self-conceit  was  pro- 
diftiuuir  Each-circumstance  of  his  hfc  appeared  to  him  a 
miracle.  Great  though  his  talents  were,  he  vastly  ovcirated 
■— 'tU&iL,  and  set  a  monstrously  exaggerated  value  on  his  works 
of  art.  The  same  qualities  made  him  a  .fierce  and  bitter 
rival :  he  could  not  bclievcTTiat  aiiy  one  with  whom  be 
came  into  collision  had  the  right  to  sland  beside  him.  litis 
did  not  prevent  him  from  being  a  clear-sighted  and  im- 
partial critic  His  admiration  for  Michel  Angela  Buonarroti 
amounted  to  fanaticism.  He  properly  ;ipprcciatcd  K.iphael, 
and  gave  the  just  amount  of  pr^use  to  Sansovino,  Prima- 
ticcio,  and  Ro«»o — three  artists  wiUi  whom  he  was  not  on 
the  best  of  terms.  Nor  will  any  one  deny  that  his  unfavoiir' 
able  estimates  of  Bandinclli  and  Ammanati  were  justitieiL 
Indeed,  contemporaries  acl^nowledfied  the  whoteaomeiiess  of 
his  soiuid,  otitspoken  criticism.  When  Vasari's  abominable 
frescoes  on  the  cupola  of  the  Horenlinc  cathedral  were  ex- 
poised  to  view,  the  witty  Lasca  wrote  as  follows  ^— 

**  Pur  fra  color,  chc  son  di  viia  piivl, 
Vivo  vorrei  Benvenuto  Cellini, 
Cti«  srnu  alcnn  ritogno  o  barbeuata 
Delle  co»«  malfaHe  ditea  male, 
T.  la  cui>ola  a.1  mondn  singolare 
Non  >i  potea  di  lodar  mai  suiare  ; 
E  U  solea  chiamare. 
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La  mutaviglM  dclle  com  belle  ; 

C«rto  non  capireblu'  or  nelU  pelle, 

In  ta)  guisa  dipinUla  vei-^endo  ; 

E  ulundo  e  correndo  c  fulminando, 

5'  uidrebbe  queKlaBdo, 

E  per  ratto  Ktidando  ad  alia  vore, 

Ciotgin  d'  Anao  metterebbe  io  ctocK.' ' 


VI 

In  spite  ot  his  vehemence  and  passion,  Cellini  had  not 
depth  or  tenacity  of  feeling.  Hi«  a[iifiiinB  ^^j^  numchwig| 
'  WI  volatile  and  indisSiHITnxte.  "Xs  a  menu  be  seems  to 
have  been  somewhat  uncertain ;  not  treacherous,  but  way* 
ward.  Hospital^le  indeed  and  generous  he  proved  tiJmseU 
by  hifi  conduct  toward  Italians  in  Paris,  and  by  his  thorough- 
going kindness  for  the  Spulascnm  family  in  Florence,  Still, 
tif  anything,  cither  in  love  or  comradeship,  crossed  bis 
humour,  he  sacriiiccd  emotion  to  vanity.  Like  many  egotis- 
tical people,  he  extended-  tlic_affcctiQil_hc  TcIT  lor  luniscff 
to  the  members  of  his  immediate  family.  "Oh  the  wbi^c,  he  _ 
was  a  good  and  dutiful  son,  although  he  caused  his  poor 
old  father  gre:it  imeasincsB  by  running  away  from  home, 
because  one  of  ^Is  siitlers  had  given  his  new  suit  uf  clothes 
to  his  only  brother.  For  this  brotlicr,  x  brave  soldier  of 
the  same  stormy  sort  as  Bcnvenuto,  he  entertained  at  the 
nine  time,  and  always,  a  really  passionate  love.  The  young 
nun,  named  Cecchino.  a&sassinated  a  constable  in  the  streets 
oj  Roiine,  and  was  wounded  in  the  squabble  which  ensued. 
He  died  of  the  wounil ;  but  though  the  officer  who  fired 
bis  arquebuM  had  done  this  only  in  »ell- defence,  Benvcnuto 
tncked  him  down  one  night  and  murdered  him.  Not  a 
^Qabla  of  remorse  escapes  his  Ups.  Men  like  himself  and 
Cecchino  had  the   right  to  slay;    and    if   their  opponents 

'  "Fain  would  I  itcall  to  life  Bm*enu(D  Cftlini,  who  without  rncrvf  oi 
iMtniM  ipoke  eril  of  tUng*  ill  iaat :  b«  lucd  to  eialt  nui  cupola  with 
indcfaliptue  pnitt  m  Mmdhiog  uniqur  in  the  woild  i  be  callrd  it  the 
nnck  ol  besnlcou*  niMtctpiecei.  Auuiedty  iliai  man  would  fump  out  ol 
y*  tkia  witb  lan  lo  tec  tl  (hoi  bcdaulicd;  Icsgilni'  .tud  lunnlni;  and  dli- 
■kiMmi;.  he  wwd  go  ahoul  the  aty  uilfiinj;  liii  InilignatJoo  al  ibe  lop  of 
fak  T«ke;  and  wonld  crucl^  thl>  link  GcoiEe  oI  A>«aMw 
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managed  to  checkmate  such  virtuous  fellows,  they  must  be 
punisbcd.  The  best  recurtled  actions  of  Cellini  concern  his 
conduct  toward  a  sister  and  ux  daughters,  for  whose  sake 
he  qtiitlcd  a  splendid  situation  in  France,  and  whom  he 
supported  by  his  industry  at  Florence ;  yet  he  does  not 
boast  about  this  sustained  and  unselfish  exercise  of  domestic 
piety.  He  was,  finally,  much  attached  to  his  legitimate 
children,  though  almost  brutally  indiUferent  about  a  natural 
daughter  whom  he  left  behind  in  Paris. 


VU 

The  religious  (eelings  of  this  singular  personage  deserve 
to  be  considered.  They  were  indi^ouloUj'  sincere,  and  1 
have  no  doubt  that  Cellini  turned,  as  he  a^?rts,-(n  all  his 
difficulties  with  hearty  faitli  to  God.  But,  like  the  majority 
of  Kalians  in  his  age,  he  kept  religion  as  far  a[>art  from 
morality  as  can  be.  His  God  was  not  the  God  of  holiness, 
chastity,  and  mercy,  but  the  fetish  who  protected  him  and 
understood  him  better  than  ungrateful  men.  He  was  em- 
phatically, moreover,  the  God  who  "aids  such  folk  as  aid 
themselves" — a  phrase  frequently  used  in  these  Memoirs. 
The  loni!  and  painful  imprisonment  which  CclUni  endured 
without  just  cause  in  the  Castle  of  S.  Angelo  made  a  deep 
and,  to  some  extent,  a  permanent  impression  on  his  mind. 
He  read  ttie  Bit>le  and  composed  psalms,  was  visited  by 
angels  and  blessed  witli  consolatory  visions.  About  the 
truth  of  tliese  experiences  there  is  no  doubt.  Tlie  man's 
impressible,  imaginative  nature  lent  itself  to  mysticism  and 
spiritnsi  RiLllUUUir-iio  less  readily  than  to  the  delirium  of 
homicidal  excitement.  He  ^vas  just  as  inchned  to  see  heavea 
opened  when  dyinj;  of  miserj-  in  a  dungeon  as  to  "  see  red," 
if  I  may  u.te  that  French  term,  when  he  met  an  enemy  upon 
the  biimini;  squares  of  Rome  in  summer.  The  only  dif- 
ference was,  tliat  ill  tJie  former  case  he  posed  before  him- 
self as  a  martyr  gifted  with  God's  special  favour,  in  the 
latter  as  a  righteous  and  wronged  hero,  whose  hand  and 
dagger  God  would  guide.  There  was  noUiing  strange  in 
this  mixture  of  piety  and  murder.  The  assassin  of  Lioren- 
lino  de'  Medici — whose  short  narrative,  by  the  way,  reads 
like  a  chapter  of  CeUini's  Mcmoin — relates  how,  while  he 
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running  drenched  witli  btood  through  Venice  after  tlie 
event,  be  took  refuge  in  a  crowded  chiu'ch,  and  fervently 
commended  himself  to  the  Divine  protection.  Homicide, 
indeed,  was  then  considered  a  venial  error,  and  several  inci- 
dents might  be  cited  from  this  autobiography  proving  that 
men  devoted  to  the  religious  Ufe  screened  murderers  red- 
handed  after  the  oomminion  of  what  we  should  regard  not 
merely  as  criminal,  but  also  u  dastardly  deeds  of  violeitce. 


VIII 

Among  Celljni's  faults  I  do  not  reckon  either  b.-wencs»  or 
lying!  He  was  not  a  rogue,  and  he  meant  to  be  veracious, 
^'hlscontradicts  the  commonplace  and  superficial  view  of  his 
character  so  flatly  that  I  must  support  my  opinion  at  some 
length.  Of  course,  I  shall  not  deny  that  a  fellow  endowed 
with  such  overweening  self-conceit,  when  he  comes  to  write 
about  himself,  will  set  down  much  which  cannot  be  taken 
entirely  on  trust.  His  personal  annals  will  never  rank  as 
historical  material  with  tlie  Venetian  Despatches,  however 
invaluable  the  student  of  manners  may  fmd  them.  Men  of 
his  stamp  are  cert.-un  to  ex-nggcrate  their  ou-n  merits,  and  to 
pass  lightly  over  things  not  favourable  to  the  ideal  they 
present,  Biil  this  i*  very  different  from  lying ;  and  of  cal- 
culated mendacity  Cellini  stands  almost  universally  accused. 
1  belic\'e  that  view.  _to-be  mistaken. 

So  far  as  i  have  learned  to  know  him,  so  far  as  I  have 
caught  his  accent  and  the  intonation  of  his  utterance,  I 
hold  him  for  a  most  veracious  man.  His  veracity  was  not 
of  tltc  sort  which  is  at  present  current.  It  had  no  hy]x>cnsy 
,  or  simulation  in  it,  but  a  large  dose  of  vainglory  with  respect 
to  his  achievements,  and  a  trifle  of  suppression  with  respect 
to  matters  which  he  thotight  unworthy  of  his  fame.  Other- 
wise, lie  is  quite  transparent  after  his  own  fasliion — the 
(asbioo,  that  is  to  say,  of  the  sixteenth  century,  when  swag- 
gering and  lawlessness  were  in  vogue,  which  must  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  fashion  of  the  nineteenth  century,  when 
modesty  aitd  order  are  respectable. 
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What  I  have  called  the  accent  and  the  intonation  ol 
CcUiiti  tlrikes  genuinely  upon  my  e^r  in  tlie  opening 
sentences  of  a  letter  to  Benedetto  Varchi.  It  should  be 
premised  tliat  lliis  distinguished  historian,  poet,  and  critic 
was  an  intimate  Iricnd  of  the  great  artist,  who  sent  him 
hb  autobiography  in  MS.  to  read.  "  It  gives  me  pleasure 
to  hear  from  your  worship,"  writes  Cellini,  "that  you  tike 
the  simple  narrative  of  my  life  in  its  present  rude  condi- 
tion better  than  if  it  were  hied  and  retouched  by  the  hand 
of  olliers,  in  which  case  the  exact  accuracy  with  which  1 
have  set  all  thintfs  down  might  not  be  so  apparent  as  it  is. 
In  trutli,  I  have  been  careful  to  rclxite  nothing  whereof  I 
had  a  doubtful  memory,  and  have  confined  myself  to  the 
strictest  truth,  omitting  numbers  of  extraordinary  incidents 
out  of  which  another  writer  would  have  made  great  capital-" 
In  a  second  letter  to  Varchi  he  declares  himscU  as  "bud 
at  dictating,  and  worse  at  composing."  He  clearly  thouj^ht 
that  bis  imperfect  grammar  and  plebeian  style  were  more 
than  compensated  by  the  sincerity  and  veracity  of  hii 
narration. 


His  own  altitude  with  regard  to  truth  can  well  be 
Studie<l  in  tlie  somewhat  comic  episode  of  the  Duchess  of 
Tuscany's  pearls.'  She  was  anxious  to  coax  her  husband 
into  buying  some  pearls  for  her,  antl  entreated  Celhni  to  tell 
a  fib  or  two  in  Oicir  favour  for  her  sake.  "  Now,"  says 
Cellini,  "  I  have  always  been  the  devoted  friend  of  tnitli  and 
the  enemy  ol  lies  ;  yet  I  utxdertook  the  office,  mucli  against 
t  my  will,  for  fear  of  losing  the  good  graces  of  so  great  a 
princess."  Accordingly,  he  went  with  "those  confounded 
pearls"  to  tlie  Duke,  and  having  once  begun  to  lie,  ex- 
aggerated  his  falsehoods  so  clumsily  that  he  ntiscd  sus- 
picion. The  Duke  at  last  begged  him,  as  he  was  an  honest 
man,  to  say  what  he  really  thought.  This  appeal  upset  him  : 
"  I  blushed  up  to  the  eyes,  which  filled  with  tears ; "  and  on 
the  Ltutant  he  made  a  clean  breast  of   the  whole  matter, 

'  Km,  lib.  ti.  ch.  ixuiib 
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llosinfi  thereby  the  favour  of  tlie  Duclicss,  who  h.ad  been 
[tbown  in  an  unplcasing  Ii(;ht  to  bcr  lord  and  master.  The 
minute  account  he  has  left  ot  aJI  his  negoliatioiis  for  the 
payment  of  the  Pctscus  prove  in  like  manner  that  the  one 
thing  Cellini  could  not  do  was  to  gain  his  ends  by  artifice 
and  underhand  transactionii.  On  the  contrar>',  he  blurted 
out  the  bitter  truth,  as  he  conceived  it,  in  hot  blood,  and 
clamoured  with  CKrcKious  presumption  for  what  his  vanity, 
demanded.  Not  lyin^.  not  artfulness,  but  arrogance  and 
overweening  self-importance  are  the  vices  of  his  chantcteiv 


XI 


His  poflnit  is  drawn  in  tliis  light  by  oontcmporarics. 
Vasitri  describex  him  x<i  "in  all  his  doings  of  high  spirit, 
proud,  lively,  very  quick  to  act,  and  formidably  vehement ; 
a  person  who  knew  only  too  well  how  to  speak  his  mind  to 
princes."  Bembo,  Caro,  Martelli,  Varchi,  speak  of  him  always 
'in  terms  which  would  be  quite  inapptiaiblc  to  a  rogue  or  a 
liar.  During  his  imprisonment  in  S.  Angclo,  Annibalc  Caro, 
who  had  known  him  well  for  several  yc:irs,  wrote  thus  to  bis 
iend  Luai  Martini :  "  1  have  still  some  hope  (or  Benvcnuto, 
tinlcs*  hb  own  temper  should  do  him  mischief,  (or  that  is 
certainly  extravagant  Since  he  was  in  prison,  he  has  never 
been  able  to  refrain  from  saying  things  in  his  odd  way,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  makes  the  Prince  (Pier  Luigi  Famese)  uneasy 
as  to  what  he  may  do  or  utter  in  the  future.  Tliese  follies, 
far  more  than  any  crime  he  has  committed  in  the  past,  now 
compromise  his  safety."  That  passage  strongly  corroborates 
Hie  view  I  have  presented  ot  Cellini's  character.  I  might 
quote  another  letter  written  by  Niccolo  Martelli  to  Benvcnuto 
in  France.  It  begins  by  paying  a  tribute  to  his  "  distinguished 
(alents  and  gradotis  nature,"  saying  that  any  favours  he  may 
receive  at  tlie  French  court  will  not  be  equal  to  his  merits, 
"both  as  a  rare  goldsmith  and  admirable  draughtsman,  and 
also  as  a  man  oi  liberal  and  open  conversation  with  liia 
fellows,  free-handed  not  only  to  artists  and  friends,  but  also 
to  all  who  seek  him  out ;  esteeming  mighty  cardinals  no 
Oiore  than  noble  spirits  in  a  humble  station,  which  is  re-ally 
worthy  of  a  nature  so  generous  as  yours."  'I'hese  phrases 
might  pass  for  merely  compUmcntaij,  did   tbcy  not  ao 
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exactly  confirm  Cellini's  own  narrative.  They  Rive  us  good 
reason  to  believe  that  what  he  spoke  about  hicnitcU  wax  the 
truth. 
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XII 

In  the  next  place  I  will  adduce  the  opinions  of  two 
Italian  critics  who  have  been  occupied  with  Cellini's  auto- 
biography, Antonio  Cocchi,  its  first  editor  (Naples,  1730), 
says  in  his  preface :  "  I  will  not  conceal  my  belief  that 
there  are  some  things  scattered  through  his  narrative  in 
blame  of  contemporaries  to  whidi  we  ought  to  lend  a 
somewhat  doubting  car.  It  is  not  that  the  author  was  not 
an  impassioned  friend  of  tnith,  but  he  may  have  accepted 
vague  reports  or  yielded  to  conjectures."  This  admission 
Is  too  cautious.  It  is  certain  that  Cellini  wrote  his  Uemoin 
in  no  cntical  spirit;  and  what  Cocchi  calls  "his  habit  of 
excessive  frankness,  his  harsli  manners,  readiness  to  ^ake 
affront,  and  implacable  hatreds,"  bctrtyed  him  into  great 
unfairness  when  dealing  with  peo|rie  whom  he  disliked. 
This  does  not,  however,  imply  ol  necessity  that  he  fabri- 
cated falsdiooda  against  the  folk  he  cot^d  rot  tolerate. 
Truth  is  ever  a  more  trenchant  weapon  than  mendacity  ta 
most  cases.  When  Aretino,  that  unscrupulous  gladiator  of 
the  pC".  w*8  asked  how  men  might  l>est  speak  evil  of  their 
neighbours,  he  replied:  "By  telling  the  tnith — by  telling 
the  truth."  And  Cellini  understood  with  keen  sagadty  this 
force  of  plain  unvarnished  statement.  1  take  it  that  the 
most  disagreeable  things  he  said  of  Paul  III.,  of  Luigi 
Pulci,  of  Baccio  Bandinelli,  and  of  Giorgio  Vasari  were 
crude  verilies.  The  manners  of  the  period  and  his  method 
of  narration  justify  this  conclusion. 

Taking  a  wider  sweep  and  survey  of  this  subject, ^rettj 
sums  up  the  impression  left  upon  his  mind  by  Cellini's  self- 
portraiture  thus:  "He  has  painted  himself  as  bra\-c  as  a 
French  grenadier,  aa  vindictive  as  a  viper,  superstitious  to 
the  last  degree,  full  of  eccentricity  and  caprice ;  a  pleasant 
companion  among  friends,  but  not  susceptible  of  affectionate 
att.'ichmcnts ;  rather  loose  in  sexual  relations,  a  bit  of  a 
traitor  without  t>cing  aware  of  it ;  sligtitly  tainted  with  spite 
and  envy,  a  braggart  and  vain  without  suspecting  himself 
to  be  such  :  a  madcap  who  firmly  believed  be  was  wise, 
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circumspect,  and  pnideitt.  Fully  persuaded  that  he  was  a 
bero,  be  dashed  this  picture  of  himself  upon  the  canvas 
without  a  thought  of  composition  or  rcBcction,  just  as  his 
fiery  and  rapid  fancy  prompted.  We  derive  from  it  some- 
tbiag  of  the  same  pleasure  which  wc  feel  in  contemplat- 
ing a  terrible  wild  beast  who  cannot  t[et  near  enough  to 
Lfaurt  us." 
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^H     Alter  these  general  considerations  upon  the  limits  within 
^^which  Cellini's   veracity   may  be   trusted,  1   pass   to   some 
partictilars  that  have  Iteen  always  challenged  in  his  state- 
ments. 
I  Upon  the  very  first  pages  of  the  book  we  arc  met  with  an 

^ftastounding  legend  relating  to  the  foundation  and  the  name 
^'of  Florence.  Having  shown  (amiUarity  with  previous  specu- 
lations on  the  subject,  he  rejects  all  otlier  hypotheses  in 
favour  of  a  pure  myth,  by  which  the  origin  of  the  city  is 
' — referred  tci  .an  Imaginary  ancestSr^oMus- own,  Fiorino  da 
C^^Def^  captain  in  the  army  of  Julius  Cnrsar.  It  is 
dSedless  to  >ay  that  there  is  no  ground  whatever  for  the 
legend ;   and  we  can  hardly  believe  thut  Cellini  thought  it 

» would  impose  on  any  one's  credulity.  That  it  flattered  his 
own  %-anity  is  certain ;  and  I  suspect  from  his  way  of  intro* 
ducing  it  that  the  story  formed  part  of  some  domestic 
gossip  regarding  his  ancestry  wliich  he  had  heard  in  boy- 
hood. Many  of  the  so-called  Norman  pedigrees  of  our 
aristocracy  used  to  begin  with  fables  hardly  less  ridiculous. 
To  call  this  one  of  Cellini's  lies  would  be  as  absurd  as  to 
deny  that  it  confirms  our  belief  in  his  cliitdish  self-conceit 
and  uncritical  habit  of  mind. 

A  more  important  piece  of  boasting  is  usually  cast  in  his 
teeth.  He  telts  us  how  be  went,  upon  tlie  6th  of  May 
15x7,  to  Uie  ramparts  of  Rome  at  the  moment  when  the 
assault  of  the  Imperial  troopt  wa.t  t>cing  hotly  pressed,  ami 
bow  be  slew  a  captain  with  a  well-directed  musket-shot. 
This  captain,  as  he  afterwards  learned,  was  the  Constable 
of  Bourtwn.  N'ow  Uiere  is  nothing  to  prove  whether  he 
did  or  did  not  shoot  the  Constable.  He  only  mentions  the 
fact  himself  on  hearsay,  and  when  he  enumerated  bis  past 
services  before  the  judges  who  sent  him  to  prison  in  1538  he 
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did  not  mention  this  feat.'  Tliat  lie  wounded  the  Prince  ol 
Orange  by  the  dtsdiarge  of  a  culverin  from  the  Castle  of 
S.  Anjjelo  has  never  been  disputed.  Indeed,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  be  performed  more  than  yeoman's  duty  as  a 
gunner  all  through  the  period  of  tlic  sack  of  Kome.  In 
couscqucncc  of  his  excellent  aoldicriihip,  Orazio  Baj{lioni 
oSered  him  the  captaincy  of  a  band  in  the  army  he  was 
collecting  for  the  defence  of  Florence.  Now  Bourbon  had 
been  shot  dead  in  the  assault  of  Rome  upon  that  fofuy 
mominK.  and  Cellini  had  certainly  disi'liarRed  his  arquebnise 
from  the  ramparts.  Always  posing  as  a  hero  in  liis  own 
eyes,  he  was  gratified  to  obtain  some  colour  for  tlie  sup- 
position  that  oue  of  his  unerring  balls  had  done  tlic  deed. 
If  it  were  possible  to  put  his  thoughts  about  this  event  into 
a  syllogism,  it  would  run  as  follows  :  "  Somebody  shot  Bour- 
bon ;  I  shot  somebody ;  being  what  I  am,  I  am  inclined  to 
[link  tlie  somebody  1  shot  was  Bourbon." 

Many  of  the  odd  things  reiAted  by  Cellini  can  be  classified 

things  which  really  took  place,  like  tlie  accident  of  the 
Scorpion  and  the  ticniendous  hailstorm  he  encountered  in 
lie  neighbourhood  of  Lyons.  Others  may  be  referred  to 
common  superstition.  I  will  choose  the  instance  of  the 
saUunander,  which  has  often  been  brought  up  against  him. 
Here  he  only  informs  us  that  bis  father  gave  him  a  good 
box  on  the  cars,  in  order  ttiat  he  might  not  forget  the  occa- 
sion when  he  saw  something  in  a  wood-fire  which  bis  fatlter 
took  for  a  salamander. 

Not  a  few  of  tlic  most  striking  of  his  presumed  lies  turn 
out,  upon  inspection,  like  those  of  Herodotus,  to  be  simply 
th«  best  evidence  of  his  veracity.  That  is  to  say,  when  we 
examine  them  we  fmd  that  he  had  been  recording  actual 
phenomena  with  more  than  usual  powers  of  observatioa, 
but  without  the  |>awer  of  scientilic;dly  accounting  for  them. 
Being  vividly  conscious  of  the  fact  ;is  he  observed  it,  and  at 
the  same  time  subject  to  a  wrong  method  of  interpretation, 
he  unconsciously  proved  his  veracity  by  accurately  describing 
what  he  saw,  aud  tlien  referring  it  to  sucli  causes  as  were 
current  at  his  epoch.  I  will  select  two  examples  bearing  on 
this  point ;  both  shall  be  recorded  in  his  own  words. 

The  first  relates  to  a  portent  in  the  heavens,  which  bi 
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regarded  its  a  sign  seot  for  some  fateful  warning.  After 
rcUling  how  he  and  his  friend  Felice  hiid  been  shooting  all 
day  on  the  Roman  Campagna,  be  proceed*  as  follows  : ' — 
"  We  mounted  and  rode  lapidly  towards  Rome ;  and  when 
we  reached  a  certain  gently  risiing  ground — night  tlien  had 
fallen — looking  in  the  direction  of  Florence,  both  with  one 
breath  exclaiine<)  In  tlie  utmost  astonishment,  'Oh.  God  of 
heaven  [  what  is  that  great  thing  one  sees  there  over 
Floi'cncc  ? '  It  resembled  a  huge  beam  of  fire,  which 
Bparldcd  and  gave  out  extraordinary  lustre.  1  said  to  Felice, 
'Assuredly  we  shall  hear  to-morrow  that  something  of  vast 
importance  ha*  happened  in  Florence.'"  In  ellcct,  they  did 
hear  (liat  Alesaandro  de'  Medici  had  been  murdered  by  his 
cousin  Lorendno.  Yet,  meanwhile,  Cellini  has  left  a  striking, 
though  brief,  picture  of  the  aurora  t>orcali3  which  he  hap- 
pened to  have  noticed. 

The  second  of  these  examples  is  more  curious  and  far 
more  cooJirmatory  of  bis  truth.  After  those  half-delirious 
experiences  in  the  dungeon  of  S.  Angclo,  when  he  saw 
visions  sod  thought  that  angels  ministered  to  his  sick  body, 
lie  fancied  himwU  under  God's  special  guidance.  Asa  sign 
of  this  peculiar  grace,  he  relates  the  following  circumstance  :* 
— "  Since  that  time  till  now  an  aureole  of  glory  (marvellous 
to  relate)  has  rested  on  my  head.  This  is  visible  to  every 
sort  of  men  to  whom  1  have  chosen  to  point  it  out;  but 
these  have  been  very  few.  Tliis  halo  can  be  observed 
above  my  shadow  in  the  morning,  from  the  riung  of  the 
sun  for  about  two  houia,  and  (ax  better  when  Ihc  grass  is 
drenched  with  dew.  It  is  alw)  visible  at  evening  about  sun- 
set. I  became  aware  of  it  in  France,  at  Paris ;  for  the  air  in 
those  countries  is  so  much  freer  from  mist  that  one  can  see 
it  there  far  better  manifested  than  in  Italy,  mists  being  far 
more  frequent  among  us.  However,  I  am  always  able  to  see 
it,  and  to  show  it  to  others,  but  not  so  well  as  in  the  country 
I  have  mentioned."  Critics  have  taken  for  gi-antcd  that  this 
is  a  mere  piece  of  audacious  mendacity  meant  to  glorify  him- 
self, whereas  it  is  really  the  record  of  a  vcty  accurate  but 
misinterpreted  observation.  Any  one  who  walks  abroad  in 
gnssy  places  when  tlie  light  is  low,  as  at  sunriae  or  at  sunset, 
can  satisfy  himself  that  his  sltadow  cast  on  dewy  sward  is 
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surrounded  with  a  rim  of  gtor>'  like  a  luiiar  rainbow.  But  if 
he  goes  with  companions,  he  will  not  sec   tlieit   shadows  ( 

encircled  with  the  s.*tmc  light,  because  his  own  body  is  the  I 

point  which  (ocusscs  the  diftitscd  rays.'  He.  therefore,  might 
well  imagine  that  the  aureole  is  given  to  himself  alone ;  and, 
in  order  to  exhibit  it,  he  must  make  his  comrade  take  a  place  i 

behind  him,  where  the  halo  becomes  at  once  visible  to  both.  I 

Long  before  I  attended  to  the  above  passage  in  Cellini,  I  I 

noticed  this    phenomenon,  and    pointed  it  out   to   frienth,  | 

finding  that  some  of  them  were  too  dehcient  in  powers  of 
observulton  to  perceive  it,  while  others  at  once  recognised 
Uie  singular  and  beautiful  effect.  What  m.ikes  the  ex.implc 
intei^sting  for  the  hght  it  casts  on  Cellini's  habit  of  mind  is 
that  he  starts  by  saying  the  aureole  surrounds  his  head,  and 
then  very  ingenuously  proceeds  to  tell  us  that  it  only  surrounds 
the  shadow  of  his  head  at  certain  times  and  in  certain  places. 
Those  times  and  places  are  just  what  the  experience  of  one 
who  has  observed  the  same  phenomena  would  lead  him  to 
expect.  Again,  he  sets  up  a  false  Uieory  to  explain  why  he 
could  see  it  better  in  France  than  in  Italy.     It  is  not  that  there 

'  On  the  appcuincc  oT  lh<t  pMuee  in  the  F»rtmigMr  Atwn  for  Jumuy 
1887,  1  icccivcil  >  coitimunicalion  (rota  II.  D.  }Vuuil[.  Eta.,  of  3  Curtiloi 
StlMt,  CKp'ctiinif  tuuie  inlctal  in  my  iccuunl  of  Crllinrt  *ufcoIe.  lie 
Myt: — "t  obKrved  (he  phenijinenon  ic>inc  yean  tea  in  Inilia,  anil  ilie 
■li«Dituii  circumitaoca  avn  luch  u  you  mciitioo.  It  li  cntiou*,  u  illus- 
limlini!  [K«  »ai>l  at  obttmtioa  «i(  noM  pmple,  that  I  have  never  yet  mat 
wilh  any  «nc  tnii  yountlf  who  had  obaerved  it."  In  ciplanation  of  the 
■urtole  he  adili : — "  It  ifiprated  <•>  me  (hat  ihccaute  wai  liniply  Ihe  rifieiTian 
of  the  dice<(  tayi  of  the  lun  fiom  the  vet  surface  of  (be  bladu  of  E'Ut.  The 
rca«OD  *hy  a  ipeciatot  at  one  lide  auinoi  ««  11  wtiuld,  ihcrefoit  noi  be  (hat 
the  illuniiniUfd  pcrtoa't  bndy/Wmle/ /.(#  JiffusrJ  'ayi,  but  sim]>ly  Ihe  direct 
eoiueiivieiice  of  Ihe  Inw  of  rellecllon  of  li|;hl  (iui|flc  of  inci'lcnce  _.  an^lc  ot 
lefruiiuD),  u>  ihat  the  rcAecieil  rtj%  would  rraeh  ihe  eye  >;f  [he  thjul,  hiii  nol 
(hat  of  any  penon  at  a  lilllr  <!i>iance  lo  one  tide.  'lUc  auteule  nriei  ex- 
tended lower  than  my  thuiildet,  evidently  (or  llie  ninr  rea»oo."  Thi>  ci- 
[ilanniiun  i>  ti>  obviouUy  iu)>erior  to  that  luggcUed  by  my  own  vague  and 
untdcnltlic  iihraaa  in  Ihe  leil,  that  I  am  gratelul  for  the  permiuion  to  repirt 
■I  in  Mr.  Pcanairi  own  wotda  It  is  worlh  adding,  Minapa,  thai  when  the 
tijmt  findi  himaelf  at  a  eoiuidenblc  diiunce  fiom  (oe  retlc^cing  luifiice  ol 
««  Bias*,  ai  when,  for  initanfe,  he  11  driving  in  ■  CArrinec  ibDre  a  E"i**T 
mMMW,  Ihe  aureole  will  extend  wmeirhal  lower  than  hU  ihoulder.  Thii  I 
htv«  obieiTcd. 

Ifilncc  ibli  note  oai  Itni  putilisheil,  a  friend  hai  pointid  out  to  me  a  pai- 
Mff*  In  Thoreau'a  ffdJMn,  ai  ihe  becinning  of  Ihe  arlicle  named  B*^  Farm, 
(tfiich  ihowt  tiMI  Thoiau  had  obaerred  the  phenomenin  1  hav«  dcaoilied. 
aad.  like  me.  lud  eonnected  hit  olnervaiioa  with  Cellioi's  Mtnttrj,  Thi) 
confirmaturr  rvidefwc  gitM  me  plcMure,  and  1  aia  lUd  (o  report  iL— 
J.  A.  S.I 


Cioo^^lc        J 


Vs  more  ni 


INTRODUCTION 


XXV 


PC 


more  tnifH  in  the  latter  Uian  the  former  country,  but  tliat 

low-lyJng  bumidity  of  atmosphere  and  hc3^7  dews  on  deep 

IS  are  favouniblc  to  the  production  of  the  appearance, 

(I  tticsc  conditions  may  be  met  with  more  frequently  in 
a  country  like  France  than  in  the  provinces  of  Middle  Italy. 
It  was  upon  the  Alpine  mc^idows,  where  I  am  now  writing, 
at  the  season  o(  early  autumn  frosts,  that  I  first  noticed  it ; 
and  I  can  predict  with  some  confidence  when  It  is  pretty 
certain  to  be  reproduced.  In  my  opinion,  the  very  hesi- 
tancies of  Cellini  in  this  test-passage  are  undcwgncd  corro- 
borations of  his  general  veracity.  A  man  who  deliberately 
invents  somctliing  to  glorify  himself  and  mystify  tlic  world 
does  not  go  about  his  work  in  this  fashion.  He  docs  not 
describe  a  natural  phenomenon  so  exactly  that  all  the  limit- 
ing conditions,  which  he  regarded  a*  inexplicable  imperfec- 
tions in  the  grace  conferred  upon  him,  sliall  confirm  the  truth 
his  observation. 

A  similar  line  of  reasoning  might  be  adopted  witli  regard 
to  the  extraordinary  night-scene  in  the  Coliseum.  Cellini 
went  thither,  firmly  believing  in  ghosts  and  fiends,  in  order  to 
raise  devils,  with  a  necromancer.  A  bonfire  was  lighted  and 
drugs  were  cast  upon  the  coals,  which  rolled  forth  volumes  of 
murky  smoke.  In  the  smoke  legions  of  demons  appeared. 
Imagination  and  the  awe-inspiring  influences  of  the  place. 
even  if  we  ehminate  a  possible  magic-lantcm  among  tlic 
conjuror's  aqipurtenances.  are  enough  to  account  tor  what 
Cellini  saw.  He  was  credulous,  he  was  superstitious  ;  he  was 
readily  exalted  to  tlie  fever-point  of  delirium  (as  in  the  case 
of  Charon,  who  obsessed  him  during  his  Roman  illness,  the 
vUons  of  S.  Angelo  when  bis  leg  was  t>n>ken,  and  the  appoxi- 
Uon  oi  tlie  gravedi^^t^cr  during  his  short  fever  on  the  night  of 
casting  Perseus) ;  but  there  is  nothing  In  his  confidences  to 
make  us  suppose  that  the  phantasmagoria  of  the  Coliseum 
^vm  a  deliberate  invention, 

H    The  most  convincing  proofs  of  Cellini's  trustwortblaess  are 
not,  however,  to  be  sought  in  these  minor  details.    I  find  them 
^far  stronger  and  far  more  abundant  in  the  vast  picture-gallery 
historical  portraits  whicli  he  has  painted.     Parini,  while 


XIV 


•^■Upi 


nvl 


INTRODUCnON 


trftcinj!  tlie  salient  qualities  of  liis  autobiography,  remarked ! 
I"  He  is  peculiarly  admirable  in  depicting  to  tlic  life  by  a  few 
faalicnl  touches  the  characters,  passions,  personal  peculiarities, 
movcnicDts,  and  habits  of  the  people  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact." 

Only  one  who  has  made  himself  for  long  years  familiar  with 
the  history  of  Cellini's  period  can  appreciate  the  extraordinary 
vividness  and  truth  of  Cellini's  dehueatinn.  Without  attempt- 
ing to  do  more  than  record  his  recollection  of  what  happened 
to  himself  ill  commerce  with  men  of  all  soits,  he  has  drama- 
tised the  great  folk  of  histories,  chronicles,  and  diplomatic  de- 
spatches exactly  as  our  beet  authorities  in  their  more  colourless 
and  cautious  style  present  them  to  our  fancy.  He  enjoyed  the 
adv:mtages  of  the  alcove  and  tlie  ante-chamber ;  and  without 
abusing  these  in  the  spirit  of  a  Voltaire  or  a  valet,  he  has 
greatly  added  to  our  conception  of  Clement  VII.,  f^iul  III., 
Francis  1.,  and  Cosimo  dc'  Medici,  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany. 
Clement  driven  to  his  wits'  end  for  cash  during  the  sack  of 
Rome ;  Paul  granting  favours  to  a  car<linal  at  the  end  of  a 
copious  repast,  when  wine  was  in  his  head ;  Francis  inter- 
ruptiiiig  the  goldsmiths  in  their  workshop  at  tlie  Petit  Nesle  ; 
Cosimo  indulging  in  horse-play  with  his  buffoon  Bcrnardone 
— tbcse  dctadi  lliemselves,  as  living  personages,  against  the 
grey  historic  b.nckground.  Yet  the  same  great  people,  on 
more  ceremonious  occasions,  or  in  the  common  transactions 
of  life,  Ltlk,  move,  and  :ict  precisely  ;ts  we  learn  to  know 
Uiem  from  tlie  most  approved  doaimentarj-  sources.  Take, 
for  example,  the  singul.'u-  interview  between  i^iil  III.  and 
the  Marquis  del  \'asto,  which  Cellini  interrupted,  and  when 
be  was  used  by  the  former  to  exhaust  the  patience  of  the 
1  Spanish  envoy.'  Our  authorities  tell  us  much  about  the 
\  fox-like  shift>'  nature  of  the  Pope ;  and  we  know  that,  prc- 
1  ciscly  at  this  moment,  he  was  eager  to  ]>rescr\'e  his  own 
\  neutrality  between  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain.  Cellini. 
\thinking  only  of  his  personal  alTatrs,  withdraws  the  curtain 
nom  a  scene  which  we  feel  at  once  to  be  tlie  very  truth 
Vnd  inner  life  of  histor>'. 

'  It  was  not  only  in  dealing  with  the  greatest  actors  on  the 
world's  stage  that  Cellini  showed  this  keen  fidelity  to  fact. 
His  portraits  of  the  bestial  Pier  Luigi  Kantcse,  of  the  subtle 
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td  tMzarre  Lorenxino  dc"  Mcdid,  of  the  Ferrarcsc  minister 
Ciliolu,  of  Uic  Florentine  majordomo  Ricci,  of  the  proud 
Comte  <Je  St  l^ul,  correspond  exactly  to  what  we  leam 
otherwise  about  them,  addinR  sliKtit  significant  touches  from 
private  infomution.  Madame  D'Etainpcs  and  the  Duchess 
Rleanoia  of  Tuscany  move  across  )iis  pa^es  as  they  lived, 
the  one  with  the  vivacity  of  a  tdng's  insolent  mislrcsa,  the 
other  with  the  somcwliat  sickly  and  yet  kindly  grandeur  of 
Uic  Spanish  consort  to  an  astute  ItalLin  prince.  Lesser  folk, 
with  whom  we  arc  equally  acquainted  through  Ihcir  writings 
or  biographical  ootices,  appear  in  crowds  upon  a  lower  plane. 
Bcmbo,  in  his  dignified  retrejit  at  Padua ;  Torrigiano,  swag- 
gering about  the  Florentine  workshops ;  Giulio  Romano, 
leading  tlie  debiiuched  society  of  Roman  artists ;  Maitre 
Roux,  in  his  Parisian  magnificence ;  Alainanni,  the  humane 
and  gentle  nobleman  of  letters ;  Saiisovino,  expanding  at 
^casein  Venetian  comfort :  old  Michel  Angcio,  wtth  his  man 

rtHDO,  in  their  simple  Roman  dwclUng ;  Bandinelli,  bluster- 
before  the  Duke  o(  Florence  in  a  wordy  duel  with  Cellini, 
which  Vasari  also  baa  reported — all  these,  and  how  many 
more  besides,  arc  portrayed  with  an  evident  reality,  which 
corresponds  in  each  particular  to  the  man  as  he  is  otherwise 
revealed  to  us  by  independent  evidence.  Yet  Cellini  had 
no  intention  of  describing  such  folk  for  our  benefit  As  Ihey 
bappeoed  to  cross  his  life,  so  he  sketched  them  with  sharp, 
pungent  quill-strokes,  alwaj-s  thinking  more  about  his  own 
affairs  Itum  tlieir  personality.     Nothing  inspires  a  firmer  con- 

lence  in  his  accuracy  as  an  observer  and  his  vcradly  as 

narrator  than  the  undesigned  corroboration  given  to  his 
portraits  by  masses  of  external  and  less  vivid  testimony. 

This  forces  me  to  accept  as  genuine  many  of  those  power- 
ful and  humorous  descriptions  of  character  which  we  cannot 
check.  How  true  to  life  is  tlie  history  of  young  Luigi  Puld, 
who  came  to  grief  in  Rome,  after  wasting  exceptional  talents 
in  disgraceful  self-indulgence  I  That  episode  reads  like  a 
piict  Juslificalivc  in  illustration  of  Aretino's  Dialogo  dclle  Corli. 
The  story  too  of  the  mad  Castellan  of  S.  Angelo,  who  thought 
le  was  a  bat,  deserves  like  credence.  The  ruEQarUy  post- 
tcr  at  Siena,  shot  dead  by  Cellini  in  a  quarrd ;  tlie 

ttanese  simpleton  who  entreated  the  surgeon,  while  sewing 

up  a  wound  in  bis  mouth,  not  to  close  the  whole  orifice 

iQt  o{  8[rite ;  the  incomparable  dilettante  at  Fcrrara,  Alfonso 
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de'  Trotli,  who  made  such  a  fool  oi  himself  aboat  some  old 
mrxlels  from  Cirllini's  vases;  Tribolo,  the  quaking  coward; 
Busbacca,  the  lying  courier ;  Cellini's  (alher,  wilh  liiH  tixed 
idea  about  Bciivenuto's  liutc-plAying  ;  Asc^nio  and  hii  sweet- 
heart hidden  id  the  head  of  the  great  statue  of  Mars  at  i'arls 
— hundreds  of  such  rapidly  traced  sillioucttcs,  with  all  the 
force  of  life  and  all  Ihc  comicality  of  satiric  genius,  cross 
tlicse  |>aKes  and  enliven  them  at  every  turo.  We  have  lailh 
in  their  verjcity.  pnrtly  because  they  correspond  to  human 
nature  in  tlie  times  which  Cellini  knew,  and  partly  bcc;tuse 
his  descriptions  of  character,  when  verified  by  extenuil 
evidence,  arc  found  so  faithful. 


XV 

The  trustworthiness  of  Cellini's  Atemoin  miftht  be  sutv 
mitled  to  yet  another  test.  Ntnnerrius  detaib,  as,  for  in- 
stance, the  episode  of  his  brother's  death  and  what  he  sayi 
almut  Foiatio's  starvation  in  S.  Angelo,  are  supported  by 
Varchi's  Hiilory  of  Florence.  His  own  private  memoranda 
and  official  petitions  to  the  Duke  of  Florence  confinn  the 
main  records  of  his  life  in  that  city.  The  French  letters  ot 
naturalisation  and  the  deed  conferring  on  him  the  lordship 
of  Lo  Petit  Ncsle  arc  in  existence.  Signor  Bcrtololti's  and 
the  Marcbcse  Campori's  researches  have  ettabliithed  (he 
accuracy  of  his  narnitiv«  regarding  his  life  in  Rome  and 
his  relations  to  the  Cardinal  of  Ferrara.'  But  it  would 
occupy. too  much  space  to  pursue  this  hne  of  investigation 
with  Ihe  scrupulous  thorotighncss,  wltliout  which  such  argu- 
ments are  tutconvincing.  Eiiougti  h.is  perhaps  been  said  in 
this  place  upon  the  topic  of  the  man's  veracity.  Wh.it  I 
have  aitumptcd  to  demonstrate  is,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
lie,  and  that  wc  possess  strong  confirmatory  testimony  to  the 
tnith  of  his  stalcnicnts  and  the  accuracy  of  his  ot>scrvation. 
This  does  not  imply  that  a  man  of  his  violent  passions  and 
egregious  vanity  is  always  to  be  truste<l,  eitlier  when  he 
praises  his  own  performance  or  depreciates  his  sworn  foes. 

'  Bimttni'U  C4!liHi  a  Xtma,  6^.  AnK  Slrr.  M  Kvum.  1S75.  ff*iitit 
imtJilt  JtlU  rt.Iuwnf  Ira  it  C^rJinilt  Iff,  fBitt  i  B.  C,  Modtoii,  lA^ 
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^V     A  different  class  (rf  problems  have  to  be  faced  when  we 

•eeV  to  estimate  liow  far  Cellini  can  be  juslly  called  either  a 

rogue  or  a  villain.     I  have  admitted  in  my  Kcnerul  review  of 

his  chanicter  tliat  he  vas  capable  of  supiire^iiK  portions  of 

.the  (nith  re^i^cctirif!  matters  which  involved  his  own  ideaJ 

I  of  a  manly  reputation  ;  although  1  am  inclined  to  tnitil  his 

^namtive  on  all  points  openly  related. 

Now  there  arc  two  important  passages  in  bis  life  which 

[might  be  challenged  as  imperfectly  explained  by  him,  and 

are  therefore  ex  kypotkesi  suspicious     The  first  of 

is  the  long  imprisonment  in  S.  Angelo  at  Home ;  the 

'  second  is  his  linal  departure  fn>m  France. 

The  account  which  Cellini  gives  of  the  former  episode 
,  is  that  he  had  been  calumniated  to  Pope  Paul  III.,  and  had 
^_  iurtliennore  incurred  ttie  hatred  of  Pier  Luigi  Farnese.'  At 
^Kthe  same  time  he  states  that  hts  first  examination  before 
^^  judges  turned  ugion  a  charge  of  having  stolen  crown  jewels 
amounting  to  eiijhty  thousand  ducats,  while  employed  to 
melt  tlieir  settini^a  down  for  Clement  VII.*     It  accms  that 

ta  Pengian  workman  in  Cellini's  employ  informed  against 
bim ;  and  Pier  Luigi  obtained  from  his  Papal  father  a  grant 
of  this  valite  when  it  should  be  recovered.     Ccltini  success* 
fully  disposed  of  the  accusation  by  appealing  to  the  books 
of  the  Apostolic  Camera,  utx>n  wliich  all  the  articles  belong- 
ing to  tile  regalia  were  duly  inscribed.     He  also  asked  what 
I       he  could  have  done  witli  so  large  a  sum  as  eighty  thousand 
'       ducats.*     Upon  tliis  point  it  is  worth  noticing  that  when 
Cellini  made  his  nuncupator>'  will  some  months  previous  to 
,        Ibis  imprisonment,  he  pouexscd  nothing  at  all  approaching 
to  the  amount  of  eighty  thousand  ducats.*    Also,  be  relates 
liow  he  confessed,  during  tlie  lifetime  of  Pope  Clement,  to 
having   kept   back  a  small  quantity  of   gold-lilings   in   the 
I       Castle  of  S.  Angclo,  (or  which  act  he  received  plenary  Papal 
ab9(riution>     It  seems  therefore  certain  that  Cellini  cleared 
himoeU  t>cforc  the  judgL-s  of  this  charge  of  peculation :  and 
,  Botbing  tnofc  was  subsequently  said  about  it. 


>  Ub.  L  ehua.  luv.  xdi. 


*  IbliL  dufk  ilin. 


*  Ibid,  cbapi.  d. 

•  lUd.  diap.  Uitn. 
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Yet  tfaere  remains  some  difficulty  in  understanding  wh; 
he  was  kept  so  lonR  in  prison  after  the  voracious  Pier  Lui^ 
found  that  no  articles  of  value  could  be  extracted  front  him. 
Arc  we  to  believe  that  Paul  III.  remained  obdumte  in  his 
resentment  merely  because  some  courtiers  told  him  that 
Cellini  had  bceu  laughing  at  the  Pope  behind  his  back  f 
That  is  by  no  me:ms  either  impossible  or  imprubitble,  know- 
in{[  as  we  do  what  acts  of  tyranny  a  Pope  wm  capable  of 
perpetntinK.  Varchi,  for  example,  ivritinR  his  Hahry  of 
Florence  under  Medicean  inHuenoe  for  a  Mcdicean  Grand 
Duke,  relates  how  tl>e  last  great  Mcdicean  Pope,  Clement  VII., 
caused  a  political  antagonist,  Fra  Foiano,  to  be  starved 
in  Uie  Castle  of  S.  Angcio  by  dally  reducing  his  rations  till 
tlie  wretch  expired  of  vermin  and  famine.  Now  Alessandru 
Parnese,  Pope  Paul  111.,  was  in  some  ways  worse  and  more 
dangerous  than  any  of  those  previous  Pontiffs.  He  owed 
his  hrst  advancement  to  his  sister's  shame ;  for  Giulia  ia 
Beila  bad  been  the  mistress  of  Pope  Alexander  VI.  During 
his  early  manhood  he  uiidciwcnt  imprisonment  in  the  Caalle 
of  S.  Angelo  for  forgery  while  holding  public  offices  of  trusL 
He  was,  in  (act,  a  survivor  from  the  most  worldly  and  most 
lawless  days  of  the  Koman  Church.  But  when  he  obtamcd 
the  tiara  public  opinion  had  begun  to  undergo  a  change, 
I^ul  III.  could  not  play  the  part  of  a  Delia  Rovere  or 
Borgia  openly  before  tlie  world.  His  tiands,  in  the  new  age 
dawning  over  Europe,  were  tied  ;  the  natural  movements  of 
his  youthful  years  were  checked  ;  the  quality  lie  chiefly 
cultivated  was  craft.  That  did  not,  however,  prevent  him 
from  being  stifl-nccked  and  tyrannical  when  he  could  in- 
dulge his  humour.  His  bastard,  I^er  Luigi,  Duke  of  Pinna, 
wlio  was  eventually  murdered  by  his  outrage<l  subjects,  is 
acknowledged  to  have  been  a  low  rascal  of  infamous  habits, 
A  pair  of  such  people  were  quite  capable  of  keejiing  Cellini 
in  prison  out  of  spite  and  obstinacy.  Moreover,  we  have 
already  learned  from  Caro's  correspondence  that  wcU'in- 
formed  persons  In  Rome  ascrit>ed  his  prolonged  detention 
to  the  incorrigible  violence  of  his  language  rather  than  to  any 
past  offences, 

With  regard  to  CeUini's  final  remoii-al  from  France,  a  good 
deal  might  be  said.  He  informs  us  tliat  domestic  circum- 
stances obhged  him  to  revisit  his  lutivc  town  of  Florence. 
His  only  sister  was  married  to  an  aged  husband  with  failing 
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healll),  who  «atTte<l  notliinK  for  tlie  family.  This  couple 
tiad  six  cttuRlilerH,  and  Cellini  nol  unreasonably  feared  lliat 
the  girls  nttght  fall  into  bad  ways  unless  they  were  provided 
for.>  With  characteristic  recklessness  he  left  the  land  of  his 
adoption  before  he  had  properly  squared  accounts  with  King 
Fnncts.  On  the  journey  from  Paiie  (o  Lyons  something 
happened  which  might  raise  suspicion.  Messenger?  followed 
our  artist,  and  obtiKcd  him  to  give  up  three  pieces  of  silver 
plate  and  some  bullion  on  the  King's  account.  Cellini  asserts 
that  he  intended  to  deposit  these  valuables  at  Lyons  in  an 
abbey  of  liis  old  patron  tlie  Cardinal  of  Ferrara,  before  he 
left  the  country.  He  argues  with  much  show  of  reason 
that  it  would  have  l>ccn  impossible  to  convey  a  whole 
mule-Iciad  o(  precious  metal  out  of  France  under  the  then 
strict  laws  regarding  exportation.  There  were  further 
circumstances  connected  with  the  King's  health  at  tliat 
period  which  made  him  unwilling  to  abandon  so  much 
property  in  Paris  under  the  charge  of  two  Italian  workmen. 
Francis,  in  the  year  1545.  was  already  sinking  into  pre- 
mature decrepitude,  and  his  life  could  not  be  reckoned  on. 
Cellini's  story  is  therefore  plausible  and  inlcUigiblc  enough. 
We  know,  besides,  that  he  subsequently  lost  all  the  effects 
which  he  left  behind  at  Paris ;  nor  have  we  any  reason  to 
doubt  that  Francis  was  salishcd  with  the  lengtliy  statement 
which  he  transmitted  from  Florence.*  Yet  tlie  narrative 
of  his  departure  has  exposed  him  to  a  charge  of  peculation 
or  of  seriously  involved  accounts  in  his  transactions  with 
the  King.  I  am  not  aware  that  sinister  light  has  been 
thrown  upon  this  matter  from  French  archives.  On  the 
contrary,  we  know  tliat  Francis,  who  sincerely  liked  him, 
wanted  Cellini  to  return.  What  is  more,  we  possess  a 
letter  written  by  Duke  Cosimo  to  Caterina  de'  Medici  in 
1S47,  the  year  of  her  tiiistuind's  accession  to  the  French 
throne,  recommending  Benvcnuto  to  his  roj*al  cousin,  and 
expressly  setting  fortli  the  reasons  why  the  artist  had  left 
Paris.*  "  He  came  back  to  this  countn,-."  says  the  Grand 
Duke,  "In  order  that  his  nieces  might  benefit  by  hit 
talents  and  assistance ;  and  I  am  no  less  pleased  by  this 
mark  of  dutiful  regard  for  his  family  than  by  the  beauty  of 
his  works."     For  some  reason  or  another,  Cellini  does  not 

■  Uh  i.  ASb  L  •  See  PVin,  AwmrHitf  CMini,  n.  67. 
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appear  to  have  used  this  letter.  Still,  twelve  years  aftei 
wards,  the  ^u<:cn  o(  France  again  rcqiiiied  his  services. 
Henri  II.  died  in  1559,  and  in  1561  his  widow  had  not  yet 
erected  her  husband's  monument.  At  the  hitter  date  her 
envoy  to  Florence,  Baccio  del  Bene,  invited  Cellini  to  com- 
plete the  work,  which  had  been  begun  b>-  Daniele  cU 
Volterra.'  Wticthcr  he  did  not  care  to  go,  being  old  and 
having  recently  married,  or  whether,  as  he  says,  the  Duke 
refused  Iiini  leave,  cannot  be  decided.  It  is  only  certain 
that  be  never  returned  to  France. 

These  two  episodes  are,  it  accms  to  me,  the  two  moBt 
dubious  passages  in  Cellini's  life — those,  I  mean,  upon 
which  a  charge  of  roguery  might  most  plausibly  be  founded. 
In  the  matter  of  the  Pope's  jewels  he  stands  acquitted ; 
but  scrupulous  critics  m;iy  still  perhaps  trace  a  mystery  in 
the  circumstances  which  attended  his  quilting  the  service 
of  King  Francis.  It  is  hardly  necessary  here  to  refer  to  a 
sentence  passed  on  him  in  1548  (or  selling  garnets  under 
the  pretence  that  tlicy  were  rabies.*  The  facts  are  not 
nf&ctently  establislied. 

XVII 

After  Togueiy  we  come  now  to  the  question  of  villainy 
and  violence.  When  Benvenuto  was  first  captured  by  the 
Roman  authorities,  tiiey  tried,  as  I  have  already  shown,  to 
convict  him  on  a  charge  of  stealing  court  jewels.  In  tlie 
course  of  his  interrogation,  "that  catchpoll  of  a  governor" 
said  to  him  ;  "And  yet  you  have  murdered  several  men  !  "* 
Tliis  had  nothing  to  do  witli  the  prisoner's  accusation  ;  but 
it  had,  perhaps,  something  to  do  with  the  attitude  of  his 
judges :  and  so,  I  imagine,  has  it  a  great  deal  to  do  witli 
the  opinion  people  of  the  present  day  will  form  of  him. 
It  Is  certain  that  Cellini  himself  was  not  wholly  indifferent 
to  his  homicides:  for  when  he  thought  his  throat  was  going 
to  be  cut  in  Torre  di  Nona,  the  memor>'  of  them  weighed 
upon  bis  conscience*    At  that  moment  he  bad  assassinated 

'  lilt.  ii.  chap,  ciii. 

*  Sec  HobcltiDi,  DrlU  Rim/ 4i  B.  C,  ^  104,  «nd  MonluJo,  I  fifiititri 
SI  M*tfi«  A  i'tllirra,  p.  100k  Dole. 

*  Ut>.  L  chap.  cdL 

*  lUd..  elwft.  n*. 
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two  men  in  Kotac  upon  the  open  streets,  namely,  the  con- 
stable who  caused  his  brothel's  death,  and  a  goldsnitUi  called 
Pompeo.  He  had  thrice  risked  the  commission  of  wholesale 
■laughter,  once  in  Florence,  once  in  Rome,  and  thirdly  at 
Ferrara:  but  these  quarrels  iCMiIlcd  in  no  bloodshed.  It 
does  not  appear  that  he  had  killer!  nnybody  else,  although  he 
severely  wounded  a  man  named  Scr  Bene<letto  in  a  sudden 

»6t  of  rage.' 
So  far,  then,  according  to  his  own  admission,  Cellini 
had  only  two  clear  murdcn  on  his  mind  in  t^».  Possibly 
he  Corgot  a  few  of  less  importance,  (or  his  memory  wai 
not  always  trustworthy  about  trities.  For  instance,  when 
he  baptized  an  illegitimate  daughter  at  I'aris  in  1543,  he 
calmly  remarked:  "This  was  the  first  child  1  ever  had, 
so  far  as  I  remember."'  Afterwards,  he  made  up  to  some 
extent  for  any  previous  omissions ;  for  he  informs  us  wilh 
circumstantial  details  how  he  killed  tlic  postmaster  at  Siena, 
and  how  he  disabled  two  of  his  enemies  at  Paris,  car\'ing 
them  about  the  legs  and  arms  with  his  sword,  in  order  to 

■avoid  a  homicide  and  display  his  skill  at  fence.' 
Koodahed,  accordingly,  played  a  prominent  part  in  Ben- 
venuto's  life  experiences  ;  and  those  who  are  best  acqtiainted 
with  him  know  that  it  was  hardly  his  fault  If  tliis  feature  Is 
not  more  prominent  in  tlicir  records.  Paolo  Micceri  and 
Baccio  BandtncUi,  for  example,  owed  their  narrow  escape 
ftora  assassination  less  to  his  forbearance  than  to  their  own 
want  of  pluck.*  At  this  point,  then,  it  is  necessary  to 
advance  aome  arguments  in  his  defence.     In  the  fii«t  place, 

•  it  will  be  noticed  tiuit  he  speaks  with  pride  and  imper- 
turbabtiity  about  these  murderous  exploits.  Whatever  cere- 
mony of  phrase  he  used  in  describing  his  departure  from 
Pahs,  there  is  nothing  of  this  sort  when  he  comes  to  relate 
the  details  of  a  homicide.  All  is  candid  and  al>ove  board 
opon  these  occasions,  except  when  he  exhibits  a  slight  sense 
of  diame  at  t>eins  obliged  to  waylay  his  brother's  sbyer.* 
The  causes  of  this  good  conscience  are  not  far  to  seek. 
I  have  already  stated  that  murder  at  that  epoch  passed 
for  a  merely  venial  error.  It  was  then  esteemed  the  duty 
o(  a  vigorous  human  being  to  assert  his  honour  by  taking 
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the  lives  of  men  who  had  insulted  or  wronged  him  in  b\% 
own  judgment,  or  the  hvcs  of  sisters  and  wives  who  liad 
disgraced  his  family.  The  univcrB.!!  records  of  tlie  age 
support  this  statement ;  and  long  after  Cellini's  death  theo- 
logical custiists  defended  homicide  on  botli  these  counts, 
arguing  that  honour  was  a  man's  life,  and  that  an  assault 
upon  his  honour  was  equiv;i!ent  to  an  a&sault  with  violence 
upon  hia  person.  Tliey  justified  murder  when  the  member 
of  a  religious  order  vindicated  its  reputation.  They  justified 
infanticide  when  a  girl  sought  to  defend  her  good  repute. 
The  casuists  did  but  formulate  social  customs  too  prevalent 
to  be  suppressed,  with  the  pious  view  of  keeping  men  whom 
we  call  criminals  within  the  pale  of  Holy  Church.  Small 
blame  was  it  then  to  Cellini  if  he  practised  what  Uic  doctors 
pr&achedl  His  acts  of  violence  fell  under  what  were  then 
considered  honourable  categories.  He  speaks  with  satisfac- 
tion about  them,  because  he  plumed  himself  on  their  commis- 
non,  and  reckoned  upon  gaining  credit  with  society.  This 
carious  self  .complacency  reaches  its  chmax  in  some  lines 
addressed  to  Bandinelli,  who  had  cast  Cellini's  murders  in 
his  teeth.  Cclhni  answered :  "  At  any  rate,  the  men  I  have 
killed  do  not  shame  me  so  much  as  your  bad  statues  shame 
you;  for  tlic  earth  covers  my  victims,  whereas  yours  are 
exposed  to  the  view  of  the  world."  Little  did  he  imagine 
how  he  would  be  arraigned,  after  the  lapite  of  full  three 
centuries,  by  English  criticasters  for  what,  at  the  very  worst, 
he  reckoned  splendid  crimes  I  Meanwhile  an  enormous  mass 
of  hiKtorictl  evidence  remains  to  cast  explanatory  tight  upon 
his  singuUr  illu.sinu.' 

It  is  harder  to  extenuate  Cellini's  action  upon  two  occa^ons 
when  be  killed  nobody,  tmt  indulged  an  infernal  instinct  of 
revenge.  On  the  first  c^  these  occasions,  an  innkeeper  some- 
where near  Chioggia  crossed  his  humour  about  the  proper 
way  of  paying  the  host's  bill.*  Having  paid  it  overnight, 
our  friend  managed  to  slice  the  man's  new  beds  up  with  his 
knife  next  morning,  and  decamped,  after  doing  more  than 
fifty  crowns'  worth  of  damage.  The  second  is  one  I  cannot 
here  conveniently  deal  with.  It  involves  tlie  whole  episode 
of  CateriiM  and  Paolo  Micceri  in  Paris,  over  which  bio- 
graphers of  Cellini  would  willingly  draw  a  veil,  and  the  details 

>  Sn  mr  Xntaiiumt  in  /taJ/,  lol.  n.  cluf*.  t,  *1. 
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ol  which  arc  such  as  to  justify  their  reticence  Iwfore  the 
tve^pMlabte  EniflisJi  public'  The  only  defence  which  might 
be  urged  for  Cellini  »t  tliis  point  is  the  one  which  Dante 
used  in  »c1f-excitlpalion  after  breaking  faith  with  Fra  Albcrigo 
on  that  hideous  Kinder  in  the  lowest  pit  of  hell.'  In  other 
words,  it  is  necci^ry  to  invoke  the  principle  that  rogues 
should  be  unmercifully  paid  ont  in  their  own  coin  of  roguery. 
But  this  argument  wilt  hardly  serve  to  excuse  eitlier  CeUini's 
bnitaJitics  or  Daatc's  malice. 


xvni 

The  revolting  episode  of  Cellini's  dealings  with  Caterlna 
suggests  another  aspect  of  his  character  which  must  be  lightly 
touched  on.  Not  even  a  professed  apologist  can  deny  that 
be  was  reckless  in  the  indulgence  of  his  sensual  appotitcs. 
We  have  no  evidence  that  he  ever  felt  the  gentler  emotions 
of  love  for  a  woman.  Perhaps  his  passion  for  AngcUca  comes 
nearest  to  a  tender  or  rom.intic  sentiment ;  but  the  grotesque 
ending  of  that  adventure  deprives  it  of  all  dignity.  On  the 
otlier  hand,  women  of  loose  life  play  a  large  part  in  his 
Ucmcirs;  and  it  is  clear  that  he  changed  mistresses  with 
indiscriminate  facility.  There  is,  moreover,  reason  to  believe 
that  he  was  not  free  from  the  d.irker  lusts  which  deformed 
I  Florentine  society  in  that  epoch-'    The  loves  to  which  be 

^_  yielded  were  animal,  licentious,  almost  brutal;  determined 
^m  to  «oin«  extent  by  an  artist's  feeling  for  beauty,  bnit  controlled 
^B  by  no  moai  tense  and  elevated  by  no  spiritual  etiUiusiasin. 

^^^Bpuslng  now  from  the  man  to  the  writer  and  the  artist, 
we  have  first  to  regard  Cellini  as  the  composer  of  one  of 
the  world's  throe  or  four  best  autobiographies,  and  next  as 

'  Lit).  IL  dupL  txU.-ui*. 

*  Disii—  Cfmmtdia,  Jn/tm;  iixli!.  109-ija 

'  Of  conrac  bt  loudlr  ^olMt*  bii  inntiotrcf .  Bui  hit  ^ttipilal«  flight  iftei 
the  •llttr  ol  CcDcio  (lib.  iL  chap,  lii.)  u  nupicioiu.  Ha  u  the  lanj^age  nicd 
bp  BandlncUi  in  hii  alltfcalioa  with  Cdlint  (lb.  clup.  In.).  It  must  *Ua  b« 
■Med  thai  be  wu  impriwoAl  Id  t%<,i  on  ■  ehni^e  d  uonaluial  rice.  Sot 
Haballini  {Dtlk  Rimtdi  B.  C,  pp.  106.  139]  on  tlili  poiut. 
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/the  most  eminent  exponent  of  tlie  later  Italian  Renai33an>:e 
j  in  craftsmanship  of  several  kinds. 

—  II  would  be  supcttluoiiB  to  quote  authorities  upon  the  high 
esteem  in  which  the  Mfinoin  are  held,  tjotli  for  their  style 
and  niattcrr,  by  Italians.  Darctti's  emphatic  culcgy  can  hardly 
be  called  exagi{eratcd  ;  "The  Life  of  Bcnvcnuto  Cellini, 
written  by  himsell  tn  the  pnre  and  unsophisticated  idiom  of 
tlie  Florentine  people,  surpasses  every  l>ook  in  our  literature 
for  the  delight  it  affords  the  reader." 

In  tnitli,  without  multiplying  passages  of  panegyric,  1  ain 
conhdent  that  every  one  who  may  Imve  airiou-tly  studied 
Italian  history  and  letters  will  pronounce  this  Xxnyk  to  be  at 
one  and  the  same  time  the  most  perfect  extant  monument 
of  vernacular  Tuscan  prose,  and  also  the  most  complete 
and  lively  source  of  information  we  possess  regarding  man- 
ners,  customs,  wa^-s  of  fceUng,  and  modes  of  acting  in 
the  sixteenth  century.  Those  who  have  made  themficlves 
thoroughly  fanuliar  with  Cellini's  Menwin.  possess  tlic  sul?- 
stancc  of  that  many-sided  epoch  in  the  form  of  an  epitome. 
It  i«  the  lirst  book  which  a  student  of  the  Italian  Renaissance 
should  handle  in  order  to  obtain  the  right  direction  for  bts 
more  minute  researches.  It  is  the  last  book  to  which  he 
sliould  return  at  tlie  close  of  his  exploratory  voyages.  At 
the  commencement  he  will  find  it  invaluable  for  placing 
him  at  the  exactly  proper  point  of  view.  At  the  end  he 
will  find  it  no  less  invaluable  for  testing  and  verifying  tlie 
conclusions  he  has  drawn  from  various  sources  and  a  wide 
circumference  of  learning.  From  the  pages  of  this  lxx>k 
tlie  Genius  of  the  Renaissance,  tncamale  in  a  single  person- 
alit)',  leans  forth  and  speaks  to  us.  Nowhere  else,  to  my 
mind,  whether  in  the  frescoes  of  the  Sistine  Chapel  or  on 
Falladum  pahtce  fronts,  in  Anosto's  c;intos  or  in  Machiavclli's 
dissertations,  do  we  find  the  full  character  of  tlic  epoch  so 
auUientically  stamped.  That  fs  because  this  is  no  work  of 
art  or  of  rcDection,  but  the  plain  utterance  of  a  man  who 
lived  the  whole  life  of  his  age,  who  felt  its  thirst  for  glory, 
who  shared  its  adoration  of  tlie  beautiful,  who  blent  its 
paganism  and  its  superstitions,  who  represented  its  two  main 
aspects  of  exquisite  sensibility  to  form  and  almost  brutal 
rufTianism.  We  must  not  expect  from  Cellini  the  finest, 
highest,  purest  accents  of  the  Renaissuice.  He  does  not, 
as  an  artist,  transport  ui  into  the  heavens  of  Michel  Angelo 


LiOOi 


>^ 


■  and 


INTRODUCTION 


xxxvi) 


and  Tintoretto.  He  has  notliing  of  Ariosto'fl  golden  melody 
or  Tasso's  romantic  lovc-chaut.  He  cannot  wield  Arctino's 
lash  or  MachiavclU's  scalpel  of  analysis.  But  bis  Metnotn 
enable  us  to  comprehend  bow  those  rarer  products  of  the 
Italian  genius  at  a  certain  point  of  evolution  were  rcLitcd  to 
the  common  stuff  of  human  n.iture  in  the  race  at  large,  For 
students  of  tliat  aRc  he  is  at  once  more  and  less  than  his 
illustrious  contemporaries  ;  less,  inasmuch  as  he  distinguished 
himself  by  no  stiii-endoii-'i  inteltectual  qualities;  more,  inas- 
mucli  as  he  occupied  a  larger  sphere  than  each  of  thein 
singly.  He  touched  the  life  of  that  epoch  at  more  pointK 
than  any  person  who  has  left  a  record  of  his  doings.  He 
was  the  first  ^Idsmitb  of  his  time,  an  adequate  sculptor,  a 
restless  traveller,  an  indefatigable  worlunan,  a  Bohemian  of 
the  purest  water,  a  turbulent  bravo,  a  courtier  and  companion 
of  princes;  linidly,  a  Florentine  who  used  his  native  idiom 
with  incomparable  vivacity  of  style.  These  qiiahties  com- 
bined in  a  single  personality,  strongly  marked  by  specilic 
chamcteristics,  yet  peculiar  to  the  sixteenth  century'  in  Italy, 
render  him  uni()ue  as  a  guide  through  ttie  labyrinth  of  that 
brilliant  but  perplexing  epoch. 


XX 


I 

■  The  literary  merits  of  Cellini's  autobiography  demand  a 
(passing  notice.     NotwithHtanding  the  ptcl>d;m  simplicity  of 

his  language,  he  has  deHcribed  some  scenes  with  a  dramatic 
vigour  and  a  richness  of  colouring  rarely  to  be  found  upon 

■  the  pages  of  romance  or  history.     Among  these  I  would  call 
"  attention  to  the  Roman  banquet,  during  which  Diego,  dressed 

magnificently  hke  a  woman,  won  the  homage  of  assembled 
artists;    to   the   conjuration    in   the    Coliseum;   Cecchino's 
deathbed ;  t3cnvcnuto's  vision  o(  the  sun  while  lying  sick 
and  hopeless  in  his  dungeon  ;  the  phantom  of  Charon  which 
^haunted  him  throughout  a  lingering  (ever ;  the  exhibition  of 
Bhis  Jupiter  in  the  great  ga11er>-  (A  Fontainebleau ;  the  Parisian 
^law-court ;  and  the  long  episode  of  his  casting  the  bronze 
Perseas.     His  memory  was  so  tenacious  that  he  could  pre- 
•eat  the  incidents  of  bygmie  years,  with  .ill  their  circum- 
stances, jujl  as  though  his  eye  were  on  the  object.    Without 
conscious  effort  he  communicates  the  atmosphere,  the  local 
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colour,  the  specific  feeling  of  each  place  he  visited.  Kerrara 
has  a  (liK<rrent  oote  from  Florence,  Home  from  Paris,  ia  his 
narnitive.  Vet  it  is  clear  that  he  nevcv  took  thoiii^ht  about 
word-painting.  The  literary  result  is  not  attained  by  ex- 
ternal touches  of  description,  but  by  the  vigorous  repro* 
duction  of  a  multitude  of  impressions  made  upon  his  eagerly 
observant  nature.  This  quality  of  vivid  vision  makes  itself 
peculiarly  felt  in  the  narrative  of  his  dangerous  passage 
across  the  Lake  of  Wallenstadt.  ■  Here  every  detail  con- 
tributes to  the  presentation  of  a  specifically  Swiss  landscape 
— the  steep  and  cavernous  cliffs  of  tlic  Churllrstcn,  the  dreary 
rain  beating  upon  precipitous  lawns  and  hanging  iir-woods, 
the  night  -  watchman  in  the  town  of  Ularus,  the  sudden 
breaking  of  a  glorious  day  upon  the  Lake  of  ZiJrich,  and 
tlien  the  tittle  city  of  ZQrich  itself — dtli  maravigliosa  pulila 
quanta  un  gioiello. 

Having  already  touched  upon  his  power  of  portrait-paint- 
ing with  the  pen,  I  need  not  return  to  tliat  topic.'  It  sliould. 
however,  be  remarked  tliat  liis  method  of  sketcliing  men 
resembles  his  treatment  of  things  and  places.  There  is  very 
little  of  description.  Tlie  characters  present  tliemselves  so 
vividly  before  our  eyes  because  Ihey  were  so  dearly  visible 
to  Cellini's  mind  while  writing,  because  tic  so  Grmly  seized 
what  was  to  him  essential  in  their  personahties,  and  so 
powerfully  coiiimitnicatcd  the  impression  made  upon  hU 
sensibiUties  by  contact  with  them. 


ZXI 

Cellini's  autoWosmphy  might  also  be  studied  from  th^ 
side  of  humour.  Many  pssaages  remind  us  oi  the  Floren- 
tine Novclle,  notably  of  the  old  tale  entitled  U  Grasao 
Legnaiuolo,  and  of  Lasca's  stories  about  Pilucca  and  his 
mischievous  companions.  Take,  for  example,  the  episode 
of  his  ()uarrel  with  Bcmardone.  and  the  burlesque  revenge 
with  which  he  chastised  that  fellow's  coarseness.*  The 
nine  note  of  Florentine  biz:irrerie  distinguishes  the  less 
agreeable   incident   in   the    tavern    near   Chioggia.*    Again 


'  LIK  L  ehipa.  icv.-ictu. 
'  Lilt,  ti  chap.  Ixudx. 


*  See  aboTC.  pa  xz*.  ml 

*  IA>  i  ohap>  vm. 
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how  racy,  how  native  to  tlie  soil,  is  that  altercation  between 
Cellini  and  the  old  hag  in  a  deserted  street  of  the  plague- 
stricken  citjr  I '  \%'hilc  posing  as  a  hero,  he  was  able  to 
sec  the  humorous  side  of  himself  also.  This  is  shown  in 
the  passage  where  be  relates  how  his  good-natured  house- 
keepcT  bantered  him.*  But  it  is  enough  to  have  indicated 
these  aspects  of  the  Memcin.  The  chaim  of  the  whole  tiuok 
very  lari^ely  consists  in  a  vivacity  and  elasticity  of  narrative 
style,  which  passes  from  grave  to  gay,  from  passion  tn  mirth, 
from  the  serious  occupations  of  the  artist  to  the  light  amuse- 
menls  ol  the  man  of  pleasure,  without  perceptible  transit 
tions,  the  author's  own  intense  individuality  peivading  and 
connecting  each  successive  mood. 


• 
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After  reviewing  Cellini  s  autobiography,  it  should  be  men- 
tioned that  he  appeared  in  bis  own  lifetime  as  an  autlior,' 
He  published  two  treatises:  one  upon  the  goldsmith's  art, 
dewribing  its  several  processes  in  detail ;  another  upon 
sculpture,  with  special  reference  to  bronze-foundry.  These 
dissntations  are  of  the  highest  value  for  students  of  Ren.-iis- 
saoce  cr^tsmansliip,  at  a  lime  when  the  experience  of  cen- 
turies had  l>een  condensed  in  the  practice  and  principles 
of  a  firsl-iste  mailer.  They  rank,  moreover,  as  excellent 
specimens  of  sound  Italian  style  applied  to  the  purpose  of 
technical  exposition.*  In  tlic  next  place,  we  possess  the 
fragments  of  a  discourse  on  Architecture,  and  a  short  defence 
of  Sculpture  against  Fainting,  from  which  numerous  details 
regarding  the  artist's  works  and  theories  can  be  derived. 

Cellini,  hke  every  Florentine  of  many- sided  genius,  was 
also  ambitious  of  makinK  ht.t  mark  as  a  poet.  Some  speci- 
mens of  his  comiwsi tions  wilt  he  fotmd  translated  in  the 

•  I JU  L  ctap.  iL  ■  Ub.  IL  chap.  Uirll. 

'  TIm jra*  woiki  aed  coUected  m«m*  miiy  b«»t  be  mudicd  In  MSIknal's 
idkloa  <P1oi«noe,  L«  Honnin,  iS^).  Mabrllini'i  tUl]«  iMuk,  l>i!U  Aim*  M 
A  C.  (Rome,  Pliavia,  1SS5),  dctfrra  carcrul  allention  lot  il>  ptIiriK  Mid 
■nfatk  siMljni  of  Cclliiu'i  vrnci. 

•We  have  good  Kuca  to  luppoic  (hot  \\itj  vat  te-wiiltcn  bjf  a  man  ol 
Wncn  before  yotiw  (o  prcM.  Sienoc  HiUncu  believes  ttui  Ghcra.rcIo  Spinj 
Hifianned  ihu  office  foi  the  auifaoi.  See  hit  TtuHali,  ^i.,  Floreooe,  Le 
Mohmc*.  l8$r.  p-  iTil- 
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foJtowinf!  pages :  and  a  ccdlection  lias  recently  been  fonned 
of  his  scattered  verse*.'  As  might  be  (picssed,  they  are 
not  the  productions  ot  a  Uteraiy  master ;  yet  they  confirm 
our  opinion  tit  his  singularly  keen  and  stringent  personality. 
Having  reodvcd  no  education  in  letters,  Cellini  never  learned 
to  write  granunatically.  His  poetry  suffers  naturally  more 
than  his  prose  from  awb»-ard  incoherences.  He  rhymed 
with  difficulty ;  trequently  tripped  in  rhythm  and  accent ; 
and  afi'cctcd  such  far-fetched  conceits  and  violent  images 
that  a  large  portion  of  his  sonnets  are  unintellitjible.  Of 
these  defects  he  was  fully  conscious,  spcaldnij  wit))  modest 
humour  of  his  boxhereccia  itiua,  or  untutored  rustic  in- 
apiiatioo. 


Cellini  has,  finally,  to  be  estimated  as  an  artist  iu  the 
narrower  sense  of  that  word.  While  approaching  ttiis  part 
of  our  subject,  it  is  worth  remembering  that  he  showed  in 
boyhood  a  strong  predilection  for  the  aris  of  design.  His 
father  longed  to  make  him  a  musician ;  but  though  the  lad 
became  a  skilful  flute-player,  he  displa>'ed  the  strongest 
aversion  to  this  exercise  of  bis  talents.  On  the  other  hand, 
bis  Io\-e  for  drawing  and  his  inborn  mastery  over  technical 
processes  of  all  lands  made  themselves  so  manifest,  that  no 
doubt  remained  about  his  real  vocation.  Like  nearly  all  the 
greatest  Florentine  artists  before  bim,  sculptors,  {xiinters, 
architects,  and  engravers,  he  was  put  at  an  early  i&e  to  tlie 
goldsmith's  trade.  Oreficeria,  as  then  understood,  formed 
an  epitome  of  all  tlie  plastic  arts.*  The  young  goldsniilb 
did  not  merely  learn  how  to  work  in  precious  metals  and  to 
set  jeweb.  He  was  bound  to  become  acqu-iimed  with  the 
mysteries  of  brassfoundry,  the  metltods  of  liammeriiig  iron, 
the  se^rrcts  of  chiselling  steel  lor  medals  and  casting  dies. 
He  had  lo  make  himself  an  expert  drauglit&inan,  to  study 
anatomy,  to  model  from  the  nude,  and  to  acquire  familiari^ 


'  Sm  MiUBcii'*  «<!itiM  oT  ibt  Traitab,  dtn)  iliove. 

■  Of  ihH  reUlwn  of  Ortfi-nui  to  the  Mhci  mU  CeUin  tuBtidf  wu  full; 
wwaoM.  He  wriui  u  fellow*:  "  L'  utr  dcU'  ccc&n,  p«t  esKrc  Dii£|^or 
■he  dl  tMtt.'—7>attMi,  ^  ajj. 

He  •uki  ot  fticMlcctarc,  (catpliue,  aad  f»iaaiaf  u  "ici«llc  cuiuli"  el 
Drdionh.— A»^,  p.  6. 
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with  antique  masterpieces.  Enamelling  and  ciiello  lormed 
•pedal  branches  of  his  craft ;  nor  could  architecture  be 
Reelected,  t>ecaiise  he  was  often  called  upon  to  fashion 
tabernacles,  and  to  execute  large  works  in  gold  or  silver 
wtiich  resembled  buildinf;s  by  their  intricacy  of  design. 
Dtiring  the  course  of  Uiit  apprenticeship  he  gained  further 
insight  into  numerous  subordinate  proccss(?s,  such  as  model- 
ling in  wax  or  stucco,  bakiofi  terra-cotta,  preparing  foils  (or 
gems.  He  studied  the  qualities  of  precious  stones  and  pearls. 
He  handled  every  instrument,  from  tlie  hammer  of  the  {{old- 
beater  and  the  chisel  of  the  stone-cutter  down  to  tlie  en< 
graver'*  burin  and  the  palette  of  pastc-mixcrs.  He  had  to 
be  as  ready  at  tlie  anvil  or  the  furnace  as  at  the  more  dcUcate 
operations  of  wire-dnwing  and  filii^rce  manipulation.  Prom 
the  workshop  of  a  maHttir-ttold^mith  the  apprentice  went  forth 
able  to  select  las  own  particular  braricli  of  industry.  Mean- 
while it  must  not  t>e  forgotten  that,  so  long  as  he  remained  a 
Soldsmith,  be  was  forced  to  work  in  miniature.  His  many 
technical  accomplishments  were  employed  chiclly  in  pro- 
ducing articles  of  plate,  jewellery,  and  costly  furniture.  This 
made  him,  while  he  continued  in  the  trade,  a  scr\'anl  of 
popular  caprice  and  fashion,  which  varied  with  the  change 
of  seasons.  Those  world-famous  masters  who,  like  Ghir- 
landajo,  Don:itello,  and  Brunelleschi,  won  glory  by  their 
sabse(|uent  acliievements  in  painting,  sculpture,  and  arclii- 
lecture,  de\'oted  themselves  to  special  studies  in  the  higher 
arts  soon  after  their  prentice- (la>-i  were  over.  This  was  not 
the  case  with  Cellini.  He  continued  to  be  a  goldsmith  in 
the  sMct  sense  of  that  teem  until  he  had  completed  Ida 
fortieth  year.  This  fact  has  to  be  taken  into  account  wbea 
we  criticise  bis  serious  efforts  in  statuary. 

It  does  not  appear  that  during  his  e:irly  manhood  Cellini 
felt  any  inclination  to  abandon  Uie  craft  which  be  had  chosen 
in  boyhood.  Periiaps  Nature  bad  not  gifted  him  with  those 
Imperative  instincts  which  force  some  artists  to  become  sculp- 
tors or  painters,  Porha|>3  the  large  admixture  of  the  bravo 
and  the  pleasure-scekcr  in  bis  cb.iractcr  prevented  him  from 
applying  to  intellectual  studies,  and  from  using  his  technical 
acquirements  as  a  stepping-stone  toward  nobler  undertakings. 
It  would  indeed  seem  as  though  be  was  naturally  formed  to 
be  >  goldsmith,  but  that  aR)l>itJoii  lc<l  him  at  an  advanced 
period  of  life  to  rival  men  who  had  already  made  their  mark 
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in  sculpture.  A(  any  rale,  he  exercised  his  eminent  artistie 
faculties  throtigb  more  than  half  his  hfctime  in  the  humbler 
tnde,  earning  much  money  by  his  undi-«rHited  excellence, 
•peodintt  it  freely,  and  formintt  no  plans  for  the  future.  In 
this  way  be  became  an  adept  in  all  the  technicalities  of 
plastic  art;  but  the  heart  and  soul  and  vigour  of  the  man 
found  vent  through  other  clianncls.  In  15^,  for  instance, 
we  know  that  he  was  upon  the  point  of  throwing  up  his 
profession  and  accepting  a  captaincy  under  Orazto  Baglioni. 
The  bravo  and  the  soldier  kept  disputing  with  the  artiat  in 
his  nature.  Meanwhile  he  never  relaxed  his  efforts  to  become 
the  most  expert  and  inventive  goldsmith  oC  his  time.  The 
defects  which  are  apparent  in  his  more  ambitious  works, 
and  which  I  shall  have  to  point  out  shortly,  may  be  ascribed 
to  this  composite  temper  and  to  this  prolonged  contentment 
with  a  subordinate  branch  of  industry.  He  had  the  qualities 
of  a  consummate  craftsman,  not  those  of  an  imaginative  .irtist, 
who  is  led  irresistibly  to  dedicate  his  life  with  all  its  energies 
to  the  ideal. 


XXIV 

Few  o(  Benvenuto's  masterpieces  in  jewellery  and  gold- 
troilli's  work  survive.*  Artists  who  as))ire  to  immortality 
should  shun  the  precious  metals.  Tlie  same  (zte  has  pro- 
iMibly  befallen  CelUni's  handiwork  as  befell  the  jewels  he  took 
to  pieces  in  the  Castle  of  S.  Angelo.  Critics  have  blamed  his 
caltousDeBS  on  that  occasion  :  but  he  knew  well  that  it  is  of  no 
tise  to  waste  a  sigh  over  things  in  their  nature  so  ephemeral 
as  gold  and  stiver  settings.  Still,  some  authentic  [hcccs  of 
bis  workmanship  may  l>e  inspected  in  the  collections  of 
Florence,  Vienna,  Paris,  Munich,  and  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, 
Perhaps  the  most  interesting  are  the  golden  salt. cellar  at 
Vienna  and  tlie  medallions  of  Clement  VII.  and  Alessandro 
de'  Medici,  since  these  are  minutely  described  for  us  in  his 
iiemoin. 

In  technical  excellence,  as  regards  all  processes  of  hand- 
ting,  chasing,  and  engraving,  setting  and  mounting  precious 
stones,  enamelling  metals,  and  adapting  ingenious  designs 

I  The  cih*iHti*e  wotk  ol  M.  Eui^iiw  yioo,  BtMvma/^  CtJIrni,  Orflvrt, 
UUaillmr,  Smlfftmr,  Pub,  i5S>  coMuat  a  oorapkle  oUlogve  of  •ollicatic 
sad  dMfatfnl  FMtt*. 
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with  bold  invention  to  the  special  purpose  of  the  object, 
these  rare  remnants  of  Ccltioi's  art  defy  competition.  It 
roust,  however,  'be  admitted  that,  even  while  working  on  a 
small  scale,  he  displayed  more  manual  dexterity  and  more 
ornamental  luxuriance  ttian  any  of  the  higher  intellectual 
gifts.  The  man,  as  he  standi  re^*eale()  in  his  autobiography, 
was  bckiiig  in  resers'e.  in  delicacy,  in  tinciie»  of  emotion,  in 
what  t)ic  Gemuns  call  Innigftdt,  in  elevation  of  soul  and 
imaginative  purity.  Tlie  very  qualities  which  render  bis  life- 
iiistory  dramatic  prove    the   extcmahty  of   his   nature,  the 

olence  and  almost  coarseness  of  his  temperament,  the 
absence  of  tx>ctry,  reflection,  reverie,  and  spiritual  atmos- 
phere in  his  whole  being.  We  arc  not,  therefore,  surprised 
to  find  that  his  artistic  work,  in  spite  of  its  prodigious  skill, 
fecundity  of  invention,  energy,  and  thoroughness  of  execu- 
tion, is  deficient  in  depth,  dericieni  in  sweetness,  deficient 
in  true  dignity  and  harmony,  deticienl  in  those  suggestive 
beauties  which  inspire  a  dream  and  waken  sympathy  in  tlie 
beliolder. 

Shortcomings  of  this  kind  in  the  moral  and  intellectual 
elements  of  art  were  not  peculiar  to  Cellini.  They  mark 
nearly  the  whole  productions  of  his  epoch.     Only  at  \>oice 

id  the  really  grand  style  survive  in  the  painting  of  Titian, 
Veronese,  and  Tintoretto.  Michel  Angclo  indeed  was  yet 
alive  in  1543,  the  year  when  Benvenuto  essayed  works  on 
a  Urge  scale  in  sculpture ;  but  Michel  Angelo's  greatest 
achievements  belonged  to  the  past.  Giulio  Romano  retained 
something  of  the  sacred  fire  whlclt  animated  his  masler 
Raphael's  pictures.  His  rigorous  but  coarse  and  souUesa 
frescoes  may  be  properly  compared  with  Cellini's  statuary. 
Meanwhile,  the  marbles  of  Bandinelli  and  Ammanati,  tlie 
manneristic  productions  of  Montelupo  and  Montorsoti,  tlie 
dovenly  performances  nf  Vasari,  the  cold  and  vacuous  paint- 
ings of  Bronzino,  reveal  even  a  lower  spiritual  vitality.  The 
lamp  of  plastic  art  had  burned  low  in  Italy. 

^^^whcn  Cellini  left  tlie  sphere  of  jewellery  and  goldsmith's 

^KWork,  tliat  emptiness  of  emotional  »nd  moral  intention  00 

which  I  have  Iwen  dwelling  became  even  more  apparent. 
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It  was  during  his  second  visit  to  France,  in  the  year  1543^ 
that  he  as))trcd  to  be  a  sailptor  in  Utc  strict  sense  of  the 
word.  At  Paris  he  began  to  cast  statues  on  a  Lirt{e  scale 
in  bronze,  and  to  design  colo&sal  works  combining  statuary 
and  architecture,  Of  the  day  models  for  the  fountain  at 
Pontaincblcau,  with  its  gigantic  Mars,  so  minutely  described 
in  his  autobiography,  nothing,  so  far  aa  I  am  aware,  is  now 
eitant.  But  we  still  possess  the  Nymph,  which  was  trans- 
ferred from  Fontaincbleaii  by  Henry  11.  to  Diane  dc  Poiticr's 
country-seat  at  Anet,  and  thence  removed  to  the  galleries 
of  the  Louvre,  where  it  may  now  be  seen.  The  defects  of 
tliis  recumbent  figure  arc  obvious.  Though  it  might  pass 
muster  on  a  candlestick,  Utc  model,  expanded  to  something 
over  life-size,  reveals  a  fatal  want  of  meaning.  Tlie  vacant 
features,  the  defective  physical  structure,  and  the  inert  pose 
of  this  nude  wom:Ln  arc  not  compensated  by  the  success 
of  Uenvenuto's  casting,  which  is  indeed  remarkable.  All 
the  bad  points  of  the  later  Plorcniinc  school  appear  hero^ 
a  preposterous  elongation  of  the  body,  an  aifcctcd  attenua- 
tion of  the  toints  and  extremities,  and  a  complete  at>sence 
of  expression. 
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It  was  not  perhaps  Cellini's  fault  that,  having  worked  till 
past  forty  as  a  goldsmith,  he  should  fail  to  produce  an  ideal 
statue  at  the  first  attempt.  We  ought  rather  to  note  with 
admiration  his  industry  in  the  pursuit  of  this  new  aim,  and 
the  progress  he  afterwards  made  under  Rreat  difficulties  at 
Florence.  His  sojourn  at  Paris  in  the  service  of  King 
Francis  somewhat  spoiled  him  as  a  man,  but  powerfully 
stimulated  his  energies  as  an  artist  After  his  return  to 
Italy,  he  was  always  more  or  less  discontented  with  his 
lot ;  but  he  never  ceased  to  be  ambitious.  From  that  List 
period  of  his  active  life  (is<S-'S59)  five  eminent  specimens 
oi  sculptor's  work  remain.  One  of  these  is  the  large  bron/e 
bust  of  Duke  Cosimo,  now  to  be  seen  in  the  Palaz/o  del 
Bargello  at  Florence.  It  is  an  uns>-mp3thetic  and  heavy 
piece  of  portraiture,  but  tnie  to  the  character  of  the  model. 
A  second  ts  the  bust  of  Bindo  Altoviti  in  the  Palazzo  Alto- 
viti  at  Rome.    Another  is  ihe  antique  statue  in  the  Uffizzi, 
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tored  by  Benvenuto  (or  a  Ganymede.  He  had  to  supply 
[the  head,  arms,  and  part  of  the  legs  ni  this  frafiment.  The 
^'  tnarhle,  «o  far  as  I  remember,  is  well  wrotijihl,  but  tlie 
niotive  of  the  restore<l  fifturc  shows  a  misconception  of 
classical  art.  Tlie  boy's  head,  to  begin  with,  ts  tike  some 
wax  block  in  a  barter's  window— expressionless,  ^inpcring, 
^knd  crisply  curlc<l.  Then,  instead  of  lifting  the  cup  for 
"Jove  to  drink  from,  this  Florentine  Ganymede  teases  a 
fawning  eagle  at  his  side  by  holding  up  a  goldfinch  for  the 
royal  bird  to  peck  at.  Before  speakinu  of  the  Perseus, 
which  is  Cellini's  masterpiece,  I  must  allude  to  his  Crucifix 
in  white  marble.  This  he  esteemed  one  of  his  best  pro- 
ductions, and  we  have  abundant  evidence  to  prove  that 
folk  in  Florence  were  of  his  opinion.  It  still  exists  in  the 
Cscorial,  whither  the  Grand  Duke  sent  it  as  a  piescnt  to 
Philip  It.  of  Spain.  Not  having  seen  the  Cracifix,  I  can 
pass  no  judgment  on  its  artistic  quality  or  value  as  a  piece 
of  Christian  sculpture.' 
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Cellini's  most  substantial  title  to  fame  rests,  and  must 
always  rest,  upon  his  Perseus,  that  dramatic  bronze  so 
superbly  placed  upon  its  pedestal  in  the  Loggia  de'  L.anzE, 
fronting  the  great  pLoxza  of  Florence.  Until  quite  recently 
ttiis  sutuc  stood  in  close  proximity  to  Michel  Angelo's  David. 
It  still  challenges  comparison  with  Donatello's  Judith,  the 
Hercules  and  Cacus  of  Bandiuelli,  Ammanaii's  Neptune, 
and  Cian  Bologna's  Rape  of  the  Sabiues.  Surrounded  by 
these  earUer  and  contemporary  performances  of  the  Floren- 
tine school,  the  Perseus  holds  its  own  with  honour.  It 
lacks,  indeed,  the  severe  pregnancy  and  sombre  reserve  of 
Donatcllu's  style.  It  misses  the  attUctic  simplicity  and 
massive  strength  of  Michel  Angelo's  hero.  But  it  has  some- 
thing of  fascination,  a  bravura  brilliancy,  a  sharpness  ot 
tcchiiicil  precision,  a  singular  and  sinking  pictnrcsqiiencss, 
which  the  works  of  those  elder  masters  want.  Far  above 
Gian  Bologna's  academical  group  of  two  naked  men  and 

naked  woman,  above  the  blatant  incapacity  of  BandinelU 
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and  the  dnll  pomposity  of  Ammanati,  the  Perseus  soars  into 
*  region  of  autlientic,  if  not  pure  or  sublime,  inspiration. 
No  one  who  lias  seen  it  once  will  forget  tliat  ornate  figuro 
of  tlie  demigod,  triumptiant  in  his  stalely  pose  above  the 
twisted  corpse  of  the  deotpitated  Gorgon. 

Much  might  be  urged  in  de{>ieciation  of  CclUni'a  Perseus. 
Contrary  to  the  traditions  of  later  Florentine  design,  the 
hero's  body  is  too  thick,  his  hmbs  too  coarse,  and  his  head 
loo  large  (or  statuesque  dignity.  Why  this  should  be  so 
tempts  our  curiosity ;  for  the  small  wax  model  made  by 
Cellini,  and  now  preserved  among  several  precious  relics 
of  like  sort  in  the  Palazzo  del  B.irgcllo,  exhibits  the  s-ime 
GfCure  with  longer  and  slimmer  proportions.  There  tlie 
Perseus  stands  as  light  and  airy  as  Gian  Bologna's  Mercurj*! 
without  any  loss  of  his  superhuman  vigour.  I  have  some- 
times indulged  the  conjecture  that  Beuvenuto  deliberately 
shortened  and  thickened  his  statue  with  tlie  view  of  working 
it  in  bronie.  We  know  that  he  was  anxiously  preoccupied 
with  the  problem  of  casting  the  whole  figure  in  such  wise 
that  the  hquid  metal  sliould  fill  all  parts  of  tlie  mould, 
from  the  upraised  head  of  Medusa  to  tlie  talaria  aiid  feet 
of  Perseus,  at  one  jet.  He  succeeded  in  this  tour  de  Jont 
of  technical  dexterity.  But  possibly  he  sacriliced  the  graoc 
and  elevation  of  his  own  conception  to  the  ambition  of  the 
craftsman.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  first  defect  to  notice  in 
the  Perseus  is  this  o(  ph>*3ical  vulgarity.  Then  the  face  is 
comparatively  vacant  of  expression,  though  less  so  than 
with  m.iny  of  the  master's  works.  Next,  the  helmet  is 
surcharged  with  ornament,  and  the  torso  displays  many 
meaningless  muscular  details.  But  after  these  critidsms 
have  l>een  made,  the  group— that  is,  the  conquering  hero 
and  the  prostrate  Gorgon — remains  one  of  the  mort  attrac- 
tive products  of  modem  statuary.  We  discern  in  It  the 
last  spark  of  genuine  Italian  Renaissance  inspiration.'  It 
is  still  Instinct  with  the  Ore  and  biiarre  force  of  Florentine 
genius. 

Tlie  pedestal  has  been,  not  altogether  unjustly,  blamed 
for  being  too  small  for  the  statue  it  supports.  In  proportion 
to  the  mass  of  bronze  above  it,  this  elatmrately  decorated 

'  Th«  wofk*  of  Jc«n  Boullogne  gf  Dduu,  coinniDDl|r  t.\\\tA  Giui  Bulci)^, 
which  Mc  (omewkki  liici  in  daic  tbwi  CdUni't,  oosht  peilupt  to  have  Xi^o 
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base  it  tlisht  and  overloaded  with  superfluous  details.  Yd 
I  do  not  feel  sure  that  Cellini  might  not  have  pleaded 
I  something  in  self-defence  against  our  criticism.  No  one 
'  tliinks  of  the  pedestal  when  he  has  once  caught  sight  of 
I'erscus.  It  raises  the  demigod  in  air;  and  tliat  suffices 
for  the  sculptor's  purpose.  Afterwards,  when  our  minds 
are  satiated  with  the  singular  conception  so  intensely 
tcaliscd  by  the  enduring  art  of  bronze,  we  turn  in  leisure 
moments  to  the  base  on  which  the  statue  rests,  Our  fancy 
ptays  among  those  masks  and  cornucopias,  those  goats  and 
female  Snt>'n,  those  little  snuff-box  deities,  and  the  wayward 
bas-relief  beneath  tliem.  There  is  much  to  amuse,  if  not  to 
Instruct  or  inspire  us  titere. 

Although  the  Perseus  may  not  be  a  great  work  of  plastic 
de^gn,  worthy  of  sculpture  in  its  best  periods,  it  can  never 
cease  to  be  the  most  characteristic  product  of  tlic  veticment, 
anit^itious  artisfs  soul  which  tlirobbcd  in  the  writer  of 
Cellini's  Memoirs.  It  remains  the  final  eifort  of  Florentine 
genius  upon  the  wane,  striking  a  last  blow  for  the  ideals, 

t mistaken,  perchance,  but  manfully  pursued,  which  Florence 
followed  tlirough  the  several  stages  of  the  Kcnaissancc 
Cellini's  autobiography  circulated  in  MS.  and  was  fre- 
ciueiiily  copied  before  its  first  committal  to  the  press  in 
1730.  The  result  is  that  the  extant  MSS.  differ  considerably 
in  their  readings,  and  that  the  editions,  of  which  I  am 
Bcqoainted  with  six,  namely,  those  of  Cocchi,  Carpani,  Tassi, 
Motini,  Hi:inc)ii,  and  C:imerini,  have  by  no  means  equal 
value.'    Tlie  one  to  be  generally  recommended  is  that  of 

I  |.  Aalonlo  Cocthr*  «dittaa  <rai  nrialcd  tl  Kiples  In  1730,  wH)i  ihe  date 
Ctlon^a.  a.  Gia.  Pjlunede  C«rp«nri  wm  jirinteil  In  Ihtec  vuli  u  Milan, 
Soc  Tlp^  dc'  CUMid  luHul,  iB  1S06.  3.  Pnno««co  Ta«tl't  >viv-i'«'l  H 
hloraoo*,  OwMtlmo  Pi&lil.  la  Uum  toU.,  1819.  4,  iliuMppc  Molini'i 
ftMtand  M  FMriaM,  Ttpcfpr.  all'  ioNgna  di  Dutir,  m  two  rait.,  iSji.  Thii 
vditioB  had  bmi  |nw»ded  by  a  dvodcdmo  texl  publiiheil  liy  Molini  <m  the 

Sth  of  DcccmImi  1830.  nmuflanMnilj  wkh  Tuu  i  alnvc  iscntioncd,  Whni 
oiini  c««iDared  Tasn't  text  «ilb  the  Lauienlian  MS.,  he  uw  ihsi  there  wat 
mm  tot  a  lUrd  editia«  (lb«t  of  i8]i),  morr  exact  thin  eiihei.  $.  D.  Diinclii'* 
■ppeared  ai  Florcnoe^  Le  Monni«,  one  vol,  1S51.  6.  That  of  Euf^nio 
Cameriiii,  Mlbu,  Satiiecni^  ttS&.  ■■  •  pn[]u1i(  reiinni,  with  an  inlioduciion 
MHl  aoMe  addillonal  noUa.     Tbe   Uii  wtiicli   1    tuTc   pfincipallr  vpi   to 
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Stftnor  B.  Bianchi,  founded  upon  the  preceding  editioD  of 
Molini.  Tassi  and  Moliui.  1  must  state,  were  the  iirsl  editors 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  origins!  or  parent  <x)dcx,  while 
Bianchi  compared  Molini's  printed  text  throughout  with  the 
autograph.  This  authoritative  MS.  belongs  to  the  Lanreo- 
lian  collection  in  I-1orcncc.  It  was  written  for  the  most 
part  by  Michele  dj  Goro  Vestri,  tlie  youth  whom  Cellini 
employed  as  his  amanuensis;  in  some  parts  also  by  himself, 
and  again  by  a  second  amanuensis.  Perhajis  we  owe  its 
abrupt  and  infelicitous  conclusion  to  the  (act  that  Bcnvenuto 
di.tliked  the  trouble  of  writing  with  his  own  haniL  From 
notes  upon  the  codex,  it  appears  that  this  was  the  MS.  sat>- 
mittcd  to  Benedetto  Varchi  in  1559.  It  once  belonged  to 
Andrea,  the  son  of  Lorenzo  Cnvalcantl.  His  son,  Lorenito 
Cavalcanti,  gave  it  to  the  poet  Redi,  who  used  it  as  a  ttsb> 
di  iingiia  (or  the  Delia  Cruscan  vocabular>'.  Subsequently 
it  p:i.'i3ed  into  the  hands  of  tlic  bookscUcis,  and  was  tx>ught 
by  L.  Poirot,  who  bequeathed  it,  on  bis  death  in  1815,  to  the 
Laurentian  Library.' 

The  autobiography  has  been  translated  into  German  by 
Goethe,  into  French  by  lx;opold  L.cctanche,  and  into  Engli:di 
by  Nugent  and  fioscoe.  The  German  version,  I  need  hardly 
say,  is  an  excellent  piece  of  pure  and  solid  style;  and,  (or 
the  most  part,  I  have  found  it  reproduce  the  meaning  of 
the  original  with  fidelity.  The  French,  which  appeared 
subsequently  to  a  version  o(  Vasari  by  tlie  same  translator, 
displays  a  more  intimate  familiarity  with  sixteenth-century 
Italian  tlian  Goetlie's;  but  it  is  sometimes  careless,  cspe- 
cially  toward  the  conclusion,  shouiug  thai  the  writer  did 
not  always  choose  lo  follow  Cellini  in  bis  redundancies  ot 
phrase.     Of  the  English  version  which  bears  the  naiiw  of 

BUechi'i.  1  may  bets  laki  ocouon  to  explain  lh>l  the  doIm  appcodcd  to 
my  IraoiUlion  hate  to  a  l»cr  eilcnl  been  mndcnstil  ftoin  the  ulnoUlionl 
olCarHtii'i,  Ta,ui'i,  and  Molini'i  nlitiont.  oilb  sonx  addiibnil  inrornialloii 
deiiTcd  from  Bianchi,  Camciini,  ind  ibe  viluaiilc  Ftcnch  wixh  of  I'lon  (A  C., 
Oijkri.  MidaiUmr.  Sint/ltw,  Vtnt,  iSSj).  A  ooauidenble  ounibcr  of  aoies 
hare  b«a  (ufijilkd  by  inytelf,  jiarily  upon  detail*  teipecllne  the  Italiaa  l«aC, 
and  paiily  u\Km  pointa  cocinec(«d  with  hlilai;  and  Icchnicalaiiiilic  proccucf. 
li  dot*  not  *c«in  necMMnr,  after  tKI*  acknowledpncni,  tv  niti  each  iicm  to 
the  odginal  toutcot  vhlch  Iiavs  bc«n  luccewvely  looraporaled  iota  s  Tsrionim 
MmmeDlaiT  on  Iha  Mtmgiri,  or  to  lodiatl*  iht  portion  I  caa  clsfan  for  my 
own  rowarehc*. 

'  Ste  TuD,  vol.  i,  pp.  dx.-xxiT.  |  and  Molini,  vol.  i  fp.  vL-lx.,  far  thr 
biilorr  of  ttiii  MS. 
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rThomas  Roscoe,  son  to  tbc  dUtinguislicd  author  of  the  Liva 
of  Lorenzo  d^  Medici  and  i«  X.,  I  am  unable  to  speak  very 
highly.  It  has  the  in«rit  of  a  sound  old-fashioned  style,  btit 
it  is  grossly  inaccunte  ;  the  unintentional  misundentandinss 
of  the  text  are  innumeraljle,  and  the  translator  has  felt  him- 
self at  liberty  lo  omit  or  to  misrepresent  whole  passages 
which  he  deemed  unfit  for  ears  and  eyes  polite.  Since  my 
excuse  for  offering  a  new  translation  to  the  EtigUsh  public 
rests  upon  the  deficiencies  of  Roscoc,  I  must  be  permitted 

I  to  point  out  a  few  of  bis  errors  in  this  place. 
To  begin  with,  although  Mr,  Koscoc  in  his  preface  declares 
that  be  has  adhered  closely  to  the  original  text  published 
by  Molini,  he   deals   unscrupulously  with   uome   important 
p:i5sagcs.     Por  example,  tic  blurs  the  incident  of  Faustina 
and  her  waiting-maid  recorded  in  Book  i.  chap.  xxix.    He 
suppresses  tlie  episode  of    Paolo   Micceri  and  Caterina  in 
^fiook  ii.  cliaps.  xxx.,  xxxiii.-xxxv.     He  confuses  the  story  of 
encio  and  La  Gaiiit>clta  in  Book  ii.  cliap.  Ixi.     It  is  true 
It  he  might  defend   his  action  on  the  score  tliat   these 
Ses  are  tmedifying  and  offensive ;  but  he  ought  to  have 
llcated  the  nature  aiid  extent  of   his  modifications  and 
JsBJons.      Personally,  1  am  of  opinion  tliat  if  a  book  is 
3rlh  translating,  it  ought  to  be  set  fortli  at  full.     Upon 
nis  principle  I  have  made  my  own  version,  feeling  that  it 
U  not  right  to  defraud  English  readers  of  any  insight  into 
the  conditions  of  society  in  the  sixteenth  ccntuf)',  or  of  any 
ijisight  into  the  character  of  Cellini    himself,  which   these 
ilemoin  may  allord.      Here,  however,  there   is   room   for 
various   itxlSnients ;   and   .v>me   critics   may  maintain    that 
Roscoe  cliose  the  more  exfiedient  [inethoil. 

Upon  the  point  of  accuracy,  on  tJie  other  hand,  all  com- 
petent judgca  will  be  agreed.  I  therefore  proceed  lo  kIccI 
a  few  test-passages  wliicli  will  show  how  little  Roscoe's 
translation  Is  to  be  relied  upon.  In  each  aisc  I  wU]  iirst 
copy  the  Italian,  next  add  a  Uleral  version,  and  finally  give 


ruooe 
Ouesli 


'i  words : — 


1 


Quesio  cartone  fu  la  prima  beUa  opera  che  Michel  Agnolo  mo>tr6 
dcOe  maiavigliote  sue  viritt,  e  lo  fecc  a  gara  con  ua  altro  cbe  lo 
laceva.    {BianclH,  p.  ii.) 

Tbii  canoon  was  ihe  tirtt  fine  work  o<  an  «r)iicb  Miclid  Agaolo 


'^''JS^^J 


I 


INTRODUCTION 


diiplajrcd  in  proof  of  hi*  marvelloui  tAlrnit,  and  he  made  It  In  com' 
petition  with  another  drm^hismAn  {i.t.,  Lionardodk  Vinci). 

Thia  cartoon  waji  th«  first  in  which  Michel  Agnolo  <Utp1ityed  hit 
exiraordinary  abiliiiet ;  as  kt  madt  Hiit  and  aitcthtr,  whidi  wen  M 
adorn  the  halL    {Rotfot,  p,  tt.)' 

U 

Perthfc  vedevo  continuamente  i  faili  del  dii-ino  Michel  Agnolo  .  .  . 
e  dA  quells  tnai  mi  lono  iipiccaco,     {Bitmcki,  p.  13.) 

Because  I  had  perpetually  before  nty  eyei  the  workf  of  the  divine 
Michel  Agnolo  .  .  .  and  Trofn  ii  I  hmre  never  swerved. 

Becautre  /  iad  jetx  the  worsts  of  the  divine  Michel  Agnalo  .  .  . 
and  never  once  /m/  sight  ot  it    {Roscet,  p.  13.} 

Ill 

Cost  d  tes:unmo  !  grembluli  indieiro.    (BiaiM,  p.  3(.) 

So  wc  tied  our  apron*  behind  our  back*. 

So  we  tu(UrJ  cit  our  knaptaekt.    {Ittteor,  p,  35,) 

IV 

Ul  pregft,  cbe  to  foceui  dt  sorle  che  tui  V  avessi  a'  sua  dL 
ijBiamki,  p.  tot.) 

He  befcged  me  so  to  work  that  he  should  have  it  during  his  life* 
lime. 

Requested  mc  to  tnt/eatxmr  lo  filttut  him  by  my  fXKuNoK, 


Me  ne  andai  dalli  destri  del  mailio      {Bitiitchi,  p.  tyy) 
I  went  tonard  die  latrines  of  the  fortress. 

I  went  and  f^  ml  upMt  tht  right  Mt  of  the  tower.  (Potcof, 
P-J48.) 

VI 

Perdii  io  bo  consideiato  che  io  qiiella  vottra  fonna  t  enlraio  piik 
roba  che  "t  suo  dovcre-     [Pixuiehi,  p  jii) 

for  I  have  reflected  Ihai  more  metal  cnicrcd  that  mould  of  youn 
than  it  could  pro[>erty  hold. 

For  1  have  taken  into  contideratton  that  Iher*  itu  tun  »  grta/et 
t»nsumption  of  mt!al  iifH>n  thii  tuork  than  sk9¥lit  hittM  ittn.     {RotfCt, 

9- in) ___^ _^__ 

'  1  qnoK  fron  Dohn'»  edition,  Lcoilcni,  1850.     The  ilallc*  are  mil 


LiOO 


^ 


INTRODUCTION 


VII 


Se  io  avMsi  veduto  m«tiervi  nelta  forma  I'  anima,  con  una  sola 
pnrola  io  v*  arei  iiuegiuto  die  la  figura  tatebbe  venuta  benitsima 
iBiamhi,  p.  313-) 

If  I  bad  seen  you  placing  your  block  inside  the  mould,  1  CouUt 
with  otic  word  have  taught  you  bow  the  figure  would  have  come  out 
10  perfection. 

If  I  had  but  intlracted  you  with  a  litiKlc  trord,  the  figure  would 
have  com*  wt  kdnurably.    {.Hoseo*,  p.  31J.) 

VIII 

Mmdbuo  a  r  Elba.    {Bi<xiulu\  p.  41 1.) 

Sent  to  ibe  island  of  Elba. 

Sent  to  tkt  Elie.    (ffmeve,  p^  413.) 

IX 

La  qual  cota  bod  crcdciie  mai  ncMUDo  di  qnesti  pratici  di  quella 
arte.    (BfaiuAi,  p.  A"-) 

Wliich  none  Oif  the  masters  versed  in  that  Mt  believed  to  be 
possible. 

AnJ  da  not  Snmgitu  Ikat  tvtry  comman  ariitt  couU  have  dont  at 
mutM.    {KoitM,  p.  4tj.) 


E*  UwgnavB  fare  molto  maggiore  la  foraace,  dove  io  ar^  petiito 
Un  un  mat  di  ^iWo,  grosso  quanto  io  ho  la  i^ainba,  e  con  qudia 
graTena  di  meialkt  cJildo  per  (ona  re  I'  arei  fnito  aDdarc  ;  dove  i] 
Diio  ramo  che  va  iasino  a'  piedi  qnelU  sei  braccia  che  io  dico,  non  t 
grosso  pi&  che  dua  dita.     ImpcrA  e'  non  ponava  1  pregia.    (BiMtM, 

p-  *^y) 

I  roust  have  made  the  furnace  much  larger,  in  which  case  1  might 
have  constructed  a  conduit  ai  thick  as  my  leg.  and  to  by  the  weight 
of  the  molten  metal  I  could  have  forced  it  down  ;  whereas,  my  pip^ 
which  roBS  ibe  six  cubits  I  have  stated  to  the  statue's  feet,  is  not 
thiclcer  than  two  inches.  However,  it  was  not  worth  the  trouble  and 
espenie- 

1  must  then  have  nude  the  furnace  much  logger,  tp  it  aiU  Io  east 
»  pitf*  of  hriuf  at  thict  at  m/  Itg,  and  with  thai  vreight  of  hot  m^al 
I  should  have  made  it  tome  oul  by  force ;  whereas,  «itr  h-iui,  which 
goes  down  to  the  feet  six  cubits,  as  T  nvcntioned  befoie,  is  not  above 
two  inciies  thkk.  Then/art  it  vat  net  tucrlA  r«yr  natUt.  (/tatiM, 
P-I'S-) 
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XI 

10  (tri  una  manica.     {ftfaneif,  p.  414.) 
I  made  a  funnd-»h:ip«d  furnace. 

1  made  a  toff  efftna.    {Umim,  p.  4 16.) 

XII 

Dare  nelle  tpinc    (liiaiuJii,  ^  436.) 

Drive  in  the  pluj;*- 

P^ur  out  tkt  kol  mtlal.    {Hoscm,  p.  417.) 

xm 

11  principc  e  Don  Giovanni.    {BiaiuAi,  p.  4;^) 

The  Prince  {or  Duke's  eM«i  son)  and  Don  GiovanaL 
TbK  firinces,  Do»  Gitwamni,  Stc    (Roif&t,  p.  Ail-) 

XIV 

E  diceva  male  dt  quesio  popalo.    {Biaitekl,  p.  4S5.) 
And  he  spoke  abusively  of  tli.:it  people  of  Floreorc 
And  all  tAe  HI  (hal  wai  tatd  of  him  by  the  popuiacft.    (Amm. 
P-M".) 

XV 

Ic  ne  feci  un  poca  di  roa)  giudmo,  ma  io  non  immaginavo  nulla  di 
quello  che  mi  awcnne,    {FioHchi,  pl  481.} 

[  drew  a  somewliii  bad  codcIusiod  from  hia  hint ;  but  I  did  not  in 
the  least  piciun  to  myself  what  wai  guini;  to  happen  to  me. 

/  tC(i<  gfilty  c/  an  irrar  in  juHgmml,  bul  «wu  ttat  at  all  mutaJUm 
in  ttfA,tl  happtntd  U>  m*.    (RoieM,  p.  467.) 

XVI 

A  vol  e*  donao  tutte  te  ttuviglie.    {Biaiuhi,  p,  423.) 

To  you  they  ^ive  ail  the  crockery. 

They  give  you  ttafkiiu.    {/iotfot,  p.  4*0-) 

XVII 

lo  seutendomi  aidere  il  tcno.    {Simri/,  p.  48>) 

I,  feeling  my  seat  bum. 

I  (ell  (uy  iraim  all  on  fitc    {flfuve,  p.  469.) 
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XVII! 

Imporlava  U  maggiot  |{i>t>^'^ :  c  cbe  egli  noo  nuncherebbe. 
{/iMmeJii,  p.  49a) 

It  (ih«  leau)  involved  the  highest  tax,  and  that  be  would  not  (ul 
of  bis  word 

Tkt/arm  wMi/ii  firoJuu  mort,  an<i  eavl4  not pottlbljf  fail,  {RoitM, 
^47S■) 

I  have  selected  these  few  instances  at  random,  when  I 
might  have  culled  the  like  by  handfuls.  But  1  may  further* 
more  add  that  Hoscoc  is  hardly  less  neKli;{ent  in  translating 
the  Italian  of  Cellini's  commentators.  Thus  we  read  on  page 
165  this  version  of  a  note  by  Carpani :  "  He  was  under  ap- 
prehension of  beiitg  flayed  aim."  Carpani  wrote  tcannato, 
whidt  means  haiing  Au  Ihroal  cut*  It  remains  in  the  last 
place  to  be  remaiked  tliat  Roscoe  is  not  excused  by  having 
followed  bad  rtatlinga  of  Uie  original  or  incomplete  autho- 
rities. His  tnuislation  (dated,  in  its  second  edition,  January  i, 
1847)  appeared  after  the  labours  of  Carpani,  'I'assi,  and  Mohni, 
and  professes  on  the  title-page  to  be  "collated  with  the  new 
tat  of  Giuseppe  Molini." 

I  have  now  shown  reason  why  a  new  translation  of  CellinJ's 
autobiography  in  our  langusgc  is  not  a  superfluity.  At  tlie 
aunc  time,  after  severely  criticising  my  predecessor,  I  dis- 
claim the  pretension  that  my  own  version  will  be  found  im- 
peccable. There  are  many  passages  which  it  is  extremely 
hard  for  an  Italian  even,  versed  in  tlie  old  dialect  of  Tuscany, 
to  understand.'  Tliis  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  Cellini's 
colloquial  style,  and  to  the  involved  constructions  occasioned 
by  his  impetuous  flow  of  utterance  in  dictation,  but  also  to 
his  habitual  utie  of  familiar  terms  regarding  life  and  art,  the 
exact  signiGcance  of  which  can  now  be  hardly  reproduced. 
Furthermore.  I  o\ay  add  that  it  Is  no  easy  matter  to  avoid 
»Iip»  while  working  through  so  long  a  narrative  In  prose, 
and  aiminii  at  a  ceitain  uniformity  of  diction. 

The  truth  is.  that  to  translate  Cellini's  Memoin  taxes  all 
the  resources  of  the  English  langu.ige.  It  is,  in  tlic  firnt  place, 
weU-nigli  impossible  to  match  tltat  vast  vocabulary  of  vulgar 
frfirasea  and  technical  tenuinology.    Some  of  Cellini's  most 
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vivid  iUuBtrations  owe  their  pungency  and  special  colouring 
to  customs  which  have  long  passed  out  of  ciurent  usage. 
Many  of  his  most  energetic  epigrams  depend  for  their  effect 
upon  a  spontaneous  employment  of  c<intcmporary  Florentine 
sliuift.  Not  a  few  of  his  tno«t  striking  descni^tions  lose  tlieir 
value  without  the  precise  eqiiiv^ents  for  works  of  art  or 
handicraft  or  armoury  now  obsolete.  In  the  next  place,  his 
long-winded  and  ungrammatical  periods,  his  suspended  parti- 
ciples, his  vchemcntlj'  ill-conjugated  verbs,  his  garrulous 
anacolutha  and  passionate  aposiopeses,  his  ingenious  recourse 
to  repeated  pronouns  and  reiterated  adverbs  for  sustaining 
a  tottering  sentence,  his  conversational  resumption  of  tlie 
same  connective  phrases,  his  breathless  and  licry  incoher- 
ence following  short  incisive  clauses  of  a  glittering  and 
trenchant  edge,  all  these  peculiarities,  dependent  on  the 
man's  command  of  his  vernacular  and  his  untutored  talent 
for  expression,  offer  stumbling-blocks  at  every  turn  to  the 
translator  who  wislies  to  preserve  something  of  the  tone  of 
the  original  while  presenting  a  continuous  discourse  to 
modem  readers.  Tlie  almost  impossible  task  has  to  be 
attempted  of  reproducing  the  effect  of  heedless  animated 
talking. 

My  own  system  has  been  to  adopt  a  compromise  between 
Boch  Htcral  rendering  as  might  have  made  the  Knghsh  ver- 
sion not  only  unpalatable,  but  almost  unintelligible,  and  suci] 
elaborate  recasting  of  the  original  as  would  have  preserved 
the  sense  at  a  regrettable  sacrihce  of  character  and  vivacity, 
I  may  here  notice  that  Cellini  appears,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  undertaking,  to  have  been  more  tentative,  more 
involvc<l  in  diction,  than  he  afterwards  became ;  in  fact,  he 
only  gradually  formed  his  style.  Therefore  I  have  mffered 
the  earhcr  sections  of  my  version  to  retain  a  certain  stiffness, 
which  relaxes  by  degrees  until  the  style  of  the  translator  is 
in  its  turn  (aahionedL 
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I 

tt  men  of  whatsoever  quality  they  be,  who  have  done  any- 
Ihinyofcxccllcncc.oi' which  may  properly  resemble  excellence, 
ought,  if  they  aic  persons  of  tnith  and  honesty,  to  describe 
Uieir  tile  with  their  own  tiand  ;  but  they  ou|jht  not  to  attempt 
fine  an  enterpri»e  till  tliev  have  pa.tsed  the  aye  of  forty. 
Thif  duty  occurs  to  my  own  mind,  now  that  I  am  tiavetling 
beyond  the  term  of  fifty-eisht  years,  and  am  in  Florence,  tlie 
d^  of  my  birth.  Many  untowar<l  thinfls  can  I  remember, 
mch  as  Iinpi^cn  to  all  who  live  upon  our  earth  ;  atid  from 
those  ■^^"■"■'''■■'"-l  -•""  ""w  mnrr  (rcc  than  at  any  previous 
period  of.  m^'j^orcer — nay,  it  seems  to  me  that  i  enjoy  greater 
fv\l^^P1lt  iif  mill  jiq^]  lieiillh  of  body  than  ever  1  did  in  byijime 
years.  1  can  also  brin^  to  nund  soni£^pIe:ixant  goo^ln  and 
some  iai;gluQatjle  evils,  which,  when  I  turn  my  thoughts 
backward,  strike  terror  in  nic,  and  astonishment  that  1  should 

tfaave  readied  this  o^c  of  lifly-eight,  wherein,  thanks  be  to  God, 
I  am  still  travcUing  prosperously  forward. 


II 


It  is  true  that  men  who  have  laboured  with  Bomc  show  of 
excellence,  have  alicady  ^iven  knowledife  of  them-vclvcs  to 
tlie  world  :  and  this  akme  oiitjht  to  suffice  tliem  :  I  mean  the 
fact  that  they  have  proved  tlictr  manhood  and  adiievcd  renown. 
VM  yn^  m[.Bt  ~-^B  %ivf>  lilf^  fl^jn.r«  ;  and  SO  in  a  work  like  tliii 
there  will  always  be  found  occasion  (nr  natural  bragging, 
which  is  of  divers  kinds,  and  the  lirst  is  lli.i;  .i  man  should  let 
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otbere  know  h&diai^s^hjsjuica^c  fiom  persons  of  wortb.and 

I  am  caU«d  Benvenuto  Cellini,  soa  of  Maestro  Giovanni,  son 
of  Andrea,  son  of  Cristofano  Cellini;  my  mother  vrasM.-tdonna 
Eltsjl)elta,  daughter  to  StefanoGranacci;  t>;)th  |i:irents  dtixem 
oi  Florence.  It  is  found  written  in  chronicles  made  by  our 
ancestors  of  Ftorence,  men  of  old  time  and  of  credibility,  even 
as  Giovanni  ViUani  writes,  that  tbe  city  of  Florence  was  evi- 
dently built  in  imitation  of  the  fair  citj'  of  Rome  ;  and  certain 
remnants  of  the  Colosseum  and  the  Uuthfi  can  yet  l>c  traced. 
These  thinjjs  are  near  Santa  Croce,  The  Capitol  was  where 
b  HOW  ilie  Old  Market  Tlie  Rotonda  is  entire,  which  w;is 
made  for  the  temple  of  Mars,  and  Is  now  dedicated  to  our 
Saint  John.  That  thus  it  was,  can  very  well  be  seen,  and 
cannot  be  denied ,  but  the  said  buildings  are  much  smaller 
than  those  of  Rome.  He  who  caused  them  to  be  built,  they 
say,  was  Julius  Cxsar,  in  concert  with  some  noble  Romans, 
who.  when  Ficsole  bad  been  stormed  and  taken,  raised  a  city 
in  this  place,  and  each  of  them  took  in  hand  to  erect  one  of 
these  notable  edifices. 

Julius  Caesar  had  amonR  his  captains  a  man  of  highest  rank 
and  valour,  who  was  called  Fiorino  of  Cellino,  which  is  a  vil- 
la^ about  two  miles  distant  from  Monlc  Fiasconc.  Now  tliis 
Fiorino  took  up  his  quarters  under  tlie  hill  of  Ftesole,  on  the 
groand  where  Florence  now  st.iiids,  in  order  to  l>c  near  the 
river  Amo,  and  for  tiic  convenience  of  the  troops.  All  those 
soldiers  and  others  who  had  to  do  with  the  said  captain,  used 
then  to  say :  "  Let  us  fjo  to  Fiorenze ; "  as  well  because  the 
said  captain'was  called  Fiorino,  ax  also  because  the  place  he 
had  chocen  (or  his  quarters  wxt  by  nature  ver>'  rich  in  flowers. 
Upon  the  foundatiofi  of  Uic  city,  Iherefoie,  since  this  name 
struck  Julius  C.'csar  as  being  fair  and  apt.  and  given  by  cir- 
cumstance, and  seeing  furthermore  that  flowers  themselves 
bring  good  augury,  he  appointed  the  name  of  Florence  for 
the  town.  He  wished  besides  to  pay  his  valiant  captain  this 
compliment ;  and  he  loved  him  all  the  more  for  having 
drawn  him  from  a  very  humble  pliice,  and  for  the  reason 
that  so  excellent  a  man  wan  a  creature  of  his  own.  The  name 
that  lc:»nie<l  inventors  and  invertiRators  of  such  etymologies 
adduce,  as  that  Florence  is  flowins  at  the  Anio,  cannot  hold ; 
seeing  tliat  Rome  is  flowing  at  the  Tiber,  Ferrara  is  flowing 
at  tbe  Po,  Lyons  is  flowing  at  the  Saone,  Paris  is  flowing  at 
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the  Seine,  and  yet  the  names  oi  all  these  towns  are  dJlTerent, 
and  have  come  (o  them  by  other  ways.' 

Thus  then  wc  find  ;  and  thus  _w£_  bcHcvc  Uiat  wc  are  de- 
scended from  ^  man  of  woitK  Furthermore,  wc  tind  tJial 
ihcrc  areOirinisof  OUT  stock  in  K.ivcnna,  that  most  ancient 
town  of  Italy,  where  too  arc  plenty  of  gentle  folk.  In  Fisa 
also  there  are  some,  and  I  have  discovered  them  in  many  parts 
of  Christendom  ;  and  in  this  state  also  the  breed  exists,  men 
devoted  to  the  profession  of  arms  ;  for  not  many  years  ago  » 
young  man.  enllcd  Luca  Ccltini,  a  lieardless  youth,  (ought  with 
a  soldier  of  experience  and  a  most  valorous  man.  named  Fran- 
CMco  da  Vicorutt,  who  had  freiiuenlly  fouRht  before  in  single 
combat.  This  Luci,  by  his  own  valour,  with  sworil  in  hand, 
orercame  and  »le*"trifflrw:Ui  such  bravery  and  stoutness  that 
be  moved  the  folk  to  wonder,  who  were  expecting  quite  the 
contrary  issue ;  so  that  1  glory  in  tiadng  my  descent  from  men 

^valour.  " ■ 

■"Twfor  the  trifling  honours  which  1  have  gained  (or  my 
liotisc,  tmdcr  the  wcU-known  conditions  of  our  present  ways 
of  living,  and  by  means  of  my  art,  albeit  the  same  arc  matters 
of  no  great  moment.  I  will  relate  these  in  their  proper  time 
and  place,  taking  much  more  ^ride  in  having  beeti  bom 
humble  and  having  hu'd"Bomc~Eonourablc  foundafioh  for  my 
family,  than  if  I  bad  been  bora  of.ttO-'at  lineage  and  had 
•taJned  or  overdotuled  thai  by  mvinis^  qualities.  So  then  1 
will  make  a  begimiing  by  saying  how  it  pleased  God  I  sliould 
be  bora, 

III 


My  ancestors  dwelt  in  Val  d'  Ambia,  where  they  owned 
large  estates,  and  lived  like  little  lords,  in  retirement,  however, 
uii  account  of  the  then  contending  f.ictions.  lliey  were  all 
men  devoted  tu  arms  and  of  notable  t>niver>'.  In  that  time 
one  of  their  sons,  the  younger,  who  was  calle<)  Cristofano, 
rotned  a  great  feud  willt  certain  of  tlieir  frictids  :uid  neigh- 
bours    Now  tltc  heads  of  tlte  families  on  both  sides  took  part 

'  I  li  it  mllsiliag  to  111*  ume  /7iimiia,  wtucti  ttane  uitiijiucici  of  hu  day 
tintns^  to  luT«  b«ai  the  eulitsl  name  of  ihe  city,  dciivnl  Eium  iis  bcin?  aru 
Ann  fimnb.  1  ha*c  tniuhud  the  m^stAfiiuHU  tn  Ibc  Icii  lileriUy.  ihovi[;li 
cf  eouiw  it  lijpiirici  "uiukled  on*  Oowlnf:  rivn.'*  I  need  ncrf  catl  uttciilinn 
to  the  apocnpl"!  (Mure  of  CelHiu**  ovn  daintion  fiom  the  lune  <A  hii 
wppoaed  maecuor. 
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in  it,  and  the  fire  Icindled  seemed  to  them  so  threatening  that 
tbeir  bouses  were  like  to  perish  utterly ;  the  elders  upon  this 
oonaideratidii,  in  concert  witli  my  own  ancestors,  removed 
Cristofano ;  and  the  other  j'outh  with  whom  the  quarrel  tiejjan 
was  also  sent  away.  They  sent  their  young  man  to  Siena. 
Our  folk  seat  Cristofano  to  Florence ;  and  there  tbey  bought 
(or  him  a  little  house  in  Via  Cbiara.  close  to  the  convent  of 
S.  Ontola,  and  they  »Iso  purchased  for  him  some  very  good 
property  near  the  Ponte  a  Kifrcdi.  The  said  Cristofano  took 
wife  in  Florence,  and  had  sons  and  daughters ;  and  when 
all  the  daughters  had  been  portioned  off,  the  sons,  after  tlieir 
father's  death,  divided  what  remained.  The  house  in  Via 
Chiara  with  some  other  triQcs  fell  to  the  share  of  one  of  the 
said  sons,  who  had  the  name  of  Andrea.  He  also  took  wife, 
and  had  four  male  children.  The  first  was  called  Girolamo, 
the  second  Barlolommco,  the  third  Giovanni,  who  was  after- 
wards my  fatlier,  and  tlie  fourtti  Francesco.  This  Andrea 
Cellini  was  very  well  versed  in  architecture,  as  it  wa^  then 
piacliNed,  and  lived  by  it  as  his  trade.  Giovanni,  who  wai 
my  father,  paid  more  attention  to  it  than  any  of  the  otlier 
brothers.  And  since  Vitruvius  says,  amongst  other  things, 
tliat  one  who  wishes  to  practise  that  art  well  must  have 
something  of  music  and  good  drawing,  Giovanni,  when  he 
had  mastered  drawing;,  began  to  tuni  his  mind  to  music,  and 
loinether  with  the  theory  leamed  to  play  most  excellently  uo 
the  viol  and  tlie  flute  ;  and  being  a  person  of  studious  fiabits, 
.  he  left  his  home  but  seldom. 

Thc>*  had  for  neighbour  in  the  next  house  a  man  called 
Stefano  Granacd,  who  had  several  daughters,  all  of  tlicm  ol 
remarkable  beauty.  As  it  pleased  God,  Giov»tmi.ngtjccd  one 
of  tlicac,£icl»-wbo_was_n3mdd  filisaoeita ;  and  slie  found  such 
favour  with  him  that  he  asked  her  in  marriage  The  f:itheis 
of  both  of  them  being  well  .acquainted  through  their  dose 
ntigbbourhood,  it  was  easy  to  make  this  match  up ;  and  each 
thought  th:kt  he  had  very  well  arranged  his  affairs.  First  of 
all  the  two  good  old  men  agreed  upon  tltc  mah;iage ;  then 
they  began  to  discuss  the  dowry,  which  led  to  a  certain  amount 
of  friendly  difference ;  for  Andrea  said  to  Stefano  :  "  My  son 
Giovanni  is  tlie  stoutest  youth  of  Florence,  and  of  all  Italy  to 
boot,  and  If  I  bad  wanted  earlier  to  have  him  married,  I  coold 
have  proaircd  one  of  the  largest  dowries  which  folk  of  our 
rank  get  in  Florence  : "  whereupon  Stefano  answered  :  "  You 
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have  a  thotisantl  reasons  on  your  side  ;  but  here  am  I  with  five 
d»it|i'l)ter(  and  as  many  sons,  and  when  my  reckoniniJ  ii  made, 
this  is  3«  much  as  I  ain  po»sil)Iy  afford."  Giovanni,  who  liad 
been  listening  awhile  unseen  by  tliem,  suddenly  broke  in  and 
said  :  "O  my  father,  I  have  sought  and  loved  that  girl  and  not 
their  monc>-.  Ill  luck  to  those  wjio  seek  to  fill  th^  ppckcts 
by  the  dowry  "^  tiir''"'^'''^''  *  ^''  y""  ii.n^4wiintFfrffiat  l  am  a 
fellow  o^  such  paits,  do  you  not  think  thnt  1  shall  be  able  to 
provide  (or  my  wife  and  satisfy  her  needs,  even  if  1  receive 
•omething  short  of  the  portion  you  would  like  to  Kct  7  Now 
I  ni»t  make  you  un<lcrstand  th^tihc-aumaa  is  mine,  and  you 
may  take  the  dowry  for  yourself."  At  this  Andrea  Cellini, 
who  was  a  man  of  rather  awkward  temper,  grew  a  trifle  angry ; 
but  after  a  few  days  Giovanni  took  his  wife,  and  never  asked 
lor  other  portion  wtli  her. 

They  enjoyed  their  youth  and  wedded  lo\-c  through  eighteen 
years,  always  greatly  desiring  to  be  blcsi^cd  with  children.  Al 
the  end  of  this  time  Giovanni's  wife  miscarried  of  two  boys 
through  the  unskilfulness  of  the  doctors.  Later  on  she  was 
again  with  child,  and  gave  birth  to  a  girl,  whom  they  c:dte<l 
Cosa,  after  the  mother  of  my  fatlier.'  At  the  end  of  two  years 
she  was  once  more  with  child ;  and  inasmuch  as  tliose  long- 
ings to  which  pregnant  women  are  subject,  and  to  which  they 
pay  much  attention,  were  now  exactly  the  s.imc  as  those  of 
her  former  pregnancy,  they  made  their  minds  up  thnt  she 
would  give  birth  to  a  female  as  before,  and  agreed  to  call  the 
cliild  Reparata,  after  the  mother  of  tny  mother.  It  happened 
that  she  was  delivered  on  a  night  of  All  Saints,  following  the 
feast-day,  at  half-past  four  precisely,  in  the  year  1500,'  The 
midwife,  who  knew  that  they  were  cxpecling  a  girt,  after  she 
had  washed  the  baby  and  wrapped  it  in  the  fairest  white  linen^ 
came  wjftly  to  my  father  Giovanni  and  said  :  "  I  am  bringing 

I  you.  a  fine  present,  such  as  you  did  not  autidpatc,"  My  father, 
who  was  a  true  philosopher,  was  walking  up  and  down,  and 

I  answered  :  "  ^^'hat  God  gives  me  is  always  dear  to  me ; "  iind 
when  he  openc<l  the  su-addline  clothes,  he  saw  with  his  own 
eyes  the  unexpected  male  child.  Joining  togctlier  tlic  palms 
of  his  old  hands,  be  raised  them  with  his  tyv%'  to  God,  and 


'  Con  is  FltxeiilliM  foe  Nlcoalota. 

*  Tbc  Ikoor  b  rtckcnol,  kocotiUiiK  lo  tha  old  lulhn  luhloa,  ftotn  Muel  of 
OMC  ilttf  to  wnMl  of  lh«  nail — IwtMr-faar  houn. 
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said  :  "  Lord,  I  thank  Thee  with  my  wltole  lieart ;  lliis  (tift  i> 
vQiy  dear  to  mc  ;  let  Ijim  be  Welconte."  All  tlie  persons  who 
were  there  asked  him  joyfully  ^'hat  narne  the  child  should 
bear.  Giovanni  wouldjniakfl.ao  other  aniiw*''  ^bP"  "  Let  him 
be  WclcQtjic— Bcnycniito  ; " '  and  SO  they  resolved,  and  this 
name  was  K'^cn  me  al  Holy  Baptism,  aad  by  it  1  still  am 
living  with  the  grace  of  God. 

IV 

Andrea  Cellini  was  yet  alive  when  1  was  about  three  years 
old,  and  he  had  passed  his  hundredth.  One  day  they  had 
been  altering  a  certain  conduit  pertaining  to  a  cistern,  and 
tliere  issued  from  it  a  great  scor)>ioii  unpcrceived  by  them, 
which  crept  dowii  from  the  ci^lcm  to  the  ground,  and  slank 
away  beneath  a  bench.  I  saw  it,  and  ran  up  (o  it,  and  laid  my 
hands  upon  it.  It  was  so  biti  tliat  when  1  had  it  in  my  little 
hands,  it  put  out  its  tail  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  thrust 
forth  both  its  mouths.'  They  relate  that  I  ran  in  high  joy  to 
my  Hrandfathcr.  crying  out :  "  Look,  grandpapa,  at  my  pretty 
Little  crab."  When  he  recognised  that  the  creature  waa  a 
scorpion,  he  was  on  the  point  of  falling  dead  for  the  great  fear 
he  had  and  anxiety  about  me.  He  coaxed  and  entreated  me 
to  give  it  him  ;  but  the  more  he  begged,  the  tighter  I  clasped 
it,  crying  and  sa>'ing  I  would  not  give  it  to  any  one.  My 
father,  who  was  also  in  the  hotise,  ran  up  when  he  heard 
my  screams,  and  in  his  stupefaction  could  not  think  liow  to 
prevent  the  venomous  animal  from  killing  me.  Just  then  his 
eyes  chanced  to  (all  upon  a  pair  of  scissors ;  and  so,  while 
soothing  and  caressing  me,  he  cut  its  tail  and  moutlis  off. 
Afterwards,  when  the  great  peril  had  been  thns  averted,  he 
took  the  occurrence  for  a  good  augury. 

When  I  was  about  five  years  old  my  fattier  happened  to  be 
in  a  ba.<tem en t- chamber  of  our  house,  where  they  had  been 
washing,  and  where  a  good  fire  of  oak-logs  was  still  burning ; 
he  had  a  viol  in  his  hand,  and  waa  playing  and  singing  alone 
Ixrsidc  the  &rc.  The  weather  was  very  cold.  Happening  to 
look  into  the  lire,  he  spied  in  tlie  middle  of  those  most  bimiing 
flames  a  httlc  creature  like  a  lizard,  which  was  sporting  in  tlie 

'  BcnvcDuio  m«i«  Welmme, 

■  The  wDTi)  11  t#ii4.  III  I  haw  traiuUlcl  it  \tf  mtulhu     Dot  Cellini  cle«tlf 
Dcvit  Itw  ppinc  cb««  of  Iha  KOfpion 
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>  ol  th«  Intcncest  ooals.  Bccomiiij!  instantly  aware  of  what 
tbe  thinji  was,  lie  liad  my  dster  and  iiic  called,  and  pointing  it 
out  to  u!i  children,  gave  me  a  great  box  on  Uie  cars,  which 
earned  mc  to  howl  and  weep  with  all  my  might.  Then  he 
pacified  mc  goodhumourcdly,  and  spoke  as  (oIIowb  :  "  My  dear 
litUc  boy,  1  am  not  striking  you  (or  any  wrong  thai  you  have 
done,  hut  only  to  make  you  remember  that  that  ll/.srd  which 
you  sec  in  the  fire  is  a  siilanuuider,  a  creature  which  has  never 
been  seen  before  by  any  one  of  whom  we  liave  credible  in- 
formation."  So  sayinft,  be  Idssed  me  and  gave  me  some  pieces 
of  money. 


I 
I 


My  father  began  teaching  me  to  play  upon  the  tititc  and 
sing  by  note;  t>ut  notwithstanding  I  was  of  that  tetider  age 
when  little  children  are  wont  to  take  p-istime  in  whisllcs  and 
such  toys,  1  had  an  inexpressible  dislike  for  it,  and  played  and 
sang  only  to  ot)ey  him.  My  fatlier  in  those  limes  fashioned 
wonderful  orgaits  with  pipes  of  wood,  spinets  the  fairest  and 
most  excellent  which  then  could  be  seen,  viols  and  lutes 
and  harps  of  die  most  beautiful  and  j>crfcct  construction. 
He  was  an  engineer,  and  had  marvellous  skill  in  making  in- 
struments for  lowering  bridges  and  for  working  mills,  and 
other  machines  of  that  sort.  In  ivory  he  was  the  first  who 
wrought  really  well.  But  after  he  had  fallen  in  love  wiUi  the 
wom.in  who  was  destined  to  become  my  mother  —  perhaps 
what  brought  them  togetlier  was  that  tittle  llutc,  to  which 
indeed  he  p.ud  more  attention  than  was  proper — lie  was  en- 
treated by  the  filers  of  the  Signory  to  play  in  ihcir  company. 
Accordingly  he  did  so  for  some  time  to  amuse  himself,  until  by 
constant  importunity  they  induced  him  to  become  a  mcmtter 
of  tbetr  band.  Lorenzo  de'  Medici  and  Piero  his  son,  who  had 
a  great  liking  for  him,  perceived  later  on  Uiat  he  was  devot- 
ing himself  wholly  to  the  life,  and  was  neglecting  his  fine 
engineering  tilenl  and  his  beautiful  art,'  So  they  had  him 
removed  from  that  post.  My  lather  took  this  very  ill,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  Uiat  they  had  done  him  a  great  despite.  Yet 
he  immediately  resumed  his  art,  and  fasbione<l  a  mirror,  at>out 
a  cutiit  in  dLtmctcr,  out  of  hone  and  ivory,  with  figures  and 

'  Til*  Midid  here  vmlioned  "Kre  Ijwenio  the  Magtiificoit,  utd  hii  *nn 
Helfat  wbo  mat  cipelM  Irani  Flmenre  ia  the  jrcu  1494.  He  ncvei  lelurnod, 
bA  died  in  tbe  rtvo  Garigllano  in  1504. 
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foli^ige  of  great  finish  and  erand  design.  The  mirror  was  in 
th«  form  of  a  wheel.  In  the  middle  was  the  lookinft-ftlxts ; 
around  it  were  seven  circular  pieces,  on  which  were  the  Seven 
Virtues,  caf\'ccl  a>id  joined  of  ivory  and  black  bone.  The 
whole  mirror,  together  with  the  Virtues,  was  placed  in  equili- 
brium, so  that  when  the  wheel  turned,  all  the  Virtues  moved, 
and  they  had  weights  at  their  feet  which  kept  them  upright 
Possessing  some  acquaintance  witlt  tlic  Latin  tongue,  he  put 
a  legend  in  Litin  round  Iti-t  looking-glass,  to  this  eSect — 
"  Whitheraocver  the  wheel  of  Fortune  turns,  Virtue  stands  firm 
upon  her  feet : " 

Roia  lum  ;  semper,  quoquo  me  vcrlo,  siai  Virtus. 

A  little  white  after  this  be  obtained  his  place  again  among  the 
filers.  Although  some  of  these  things  happened  before  I  was 
bom,  my  familiarity  with  tlieni  has  moved  me  to  set  them  down 
here.  In  those  days  the  musicians  of  the  Signory  were  all  of 
them  members  of  ttie  most  honourable  trades,  and  some  of 
them  belonged  to  the  Rreater  giulch  of  silli  and  wool ; '  and  th.-!! 
was  the  reason  why  my  father  did  not  disdain  to  follow  this 
profession,  and  his  chief  desire  with  regard  to  mc  was  always 
that  t  should  become  a  great  performer  on  tlic  flute.  I  for  my 
part  felt  never  more  discontenled  than  when  he  diose  to  talk 
to  me  about  this  scheme,  and  to  tell  mc  that,  if  I  liked,  he 
discerned  in  mc  such  aptitudes  that  I  might  become  the  best 
man  in  the  world. 

VI 

As  i  have  said,  my  father  was  Uie  devoted  servant  and  attached 
friend  of  tlie  house  of  Medici ;  and  when  Piero  was  banished. 
be  entrusted  him  with  many  affairs  of  tlic  greatest  passible 
importance.  Afterwards,  when  the  magnificent  I*icro  Soderini 
was  elected,  and  my  father  continued  in  his  office  of  musician, 
Soderini.  perceiving  his  wonderful  talent,  began  to  employ  him 
in  many  matters  of  great  importance  as  an  engineer.*    So  long 

*  (n  tlie  Mlildlr  Ai;<*  ih«  baiehari  of  Floicneo  mtn  dlridod  into  IndotttU 
goilds  callid  the  UrCAirr  and  Lbe  Lcucr  Aitt.  Th«  tofnn  took  pi«cod«MO 
of  (he  bUer,  both  in  poti'ic*!  imiioitvicc  *iiil  in  tnd»\  mtccm. 

*  I'iero  Sod«rini  <ru  cltvtol  (ranfulonicr  of  the  KlotcDtine  Republic  fur  life 
in  the  ycu  ijca,  Alttroinc  yttn  oi  goreromFiit,  he  vu  banulwd,  and  wbm 
he  dinl.  Muchkvelli  wrote  the  (vaovs  ntcaing  ejriuph  apoa  hm.  Sea 
Sttutinantt  in  llal^,  rol  i.  p.  197, 
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as  Soderini  remained  in  Florence,  he  showed  the  utmost 
good-will  to  my  father;  and  in  those  days,  I  beinK  still  of 
tender  age,  my  f.ilher  h;id  me  carried,  and  made  me  pertonn 
npon  (lie  flute ;  1  used  to  play  treble  in  concert  witli  the  must- 
cumxoi  the  paUce  before  the  !^i^no^y,  following  my  notes: 
and  a  tieadle  used  to  carry  tne  upon  his  shoulders.  The  Gon- 
falonier, tliat  is,  Soderini,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned, 
took  much  pleasure  in  making  m«  chatter,  and  gave  mc  comfits, 
and  was  wont  to  say  to  my  father :  "  Maestro  Giovaiini, 
beside  music,  teach  the  boy  those  other  arts  which  do  you  so 
much  hiinour."  To  which  my  father  answered:  "I  do  not 
wiith  him  to  practise  any  art  but  playing  and  comjKKting  ;  for 
in  this  pnifession  I  hope  to  make  him  the  greatest  niAii  of  tlie 
world,  if  God  prolongs  his  life."  To  tJicsc  words  one  of  the 
old  couniKlIors  m-ide  answer :  "Ah  I  Maestro  Giovanni,  do 
what  the  Gonfalonier  tells  you  I  for  why  should  he  never 
become  auj-thing  more  than  a  good  musician  ? " 

Thus  some  time  passed,  until  the  Medici  returned.'  When 
tbcy  arrived,  the  Cardinal,  who  aftcnvards  became  Pope  Leo, 
received  my  father  very  kindly.  During  their  exile  the  scutcli- 
«onswhJchwcrcon  the  palace  of  the  Medici  had  had  their  balls 
erased,  and  a  great  red  cross  painted  over  them,  which  was  the 
bearing  of  the  Commune.'  Accordingly,  as  soon  as  they  re- 
lumed, the  red  cross  was  scratched  out,  and  on  the  scutclieon 
the  red  balls  and  tlie  golden  field  were  painted  in  again,  and 
finislied  witli  great  beauty.  My  faClier,  who  possessed  a  simple 
vein  of  poetry,  instilled  in  him  by  nature,  together  with  a 
certain  touch  of  prophecy,  which  was  doubtless  a  divine  gift 
in  him,  wrote  these  four  verses  under  the  said  arms  of  the 
Uedici,  when  they  were  nncovercd  to  the  view  : — 


I       Uei 

^"  This  epigram  was  read  by  all  Florence.     A  few  days  after- 
wards Pope  Julius  II.  died.    Tlic  Cardinal  de'  Medici  went  to 


These  nmn,  whicli  have  so  lon^  fioni  sight  tieeo  laid 
Beoruili  rhc  huly  cross,  tliai  sirmbol  meek, 
Now  lift  iheir  glorious  glad  tace,  aod  seek 

Whh  Peter's  sacred  cloak  to  be  arrayed. 


^ 


■  Till*  «ti  in  I  <  1 2,  wlicn  Lorcnio't  two  •ont.  Giuliaiw  and  Cioraiwii  (lAer- 
t>Br>b  Pnpc  Lea  x.X  c&me  lixck  lhrau|[b  Ihc  oiJ  of  a  Sjianbh  umj,  iDor  tiM 
emi  tat  lie  u  Kateima. 

■  n*  Modicraa  mhi*  wno  "  ot,  lix  pelleu  ruIm.  Ihtce,  (wo,  and  one* 
TIm  Fliminliac  CoaimBne  bore,  "  Uftol  ■  cio>i  v*la>" 
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Rone,  and  was  elected  Pope  ajjainst  tbc  expectation  of  every. 
body.  He  reigned  as  Leo  X.,  tliat  generous  and  great  soul. 
My  father  acnt  him  his  focr  prophetic  verses.  The  Pope  sent 
to  tcU  him  to  come  to  Rome ;  for  this  would  be  to  his  ad- 
vutaRe.  But  he  bad  no  will  to  no :  and  so,  in  lieu  oi  reward, 
his  place  in  tlie  palace  was  taken  from  him  by  Jacopo  Salviali, 
upon  that  man's  election  as  Gunfalonicr.'  Tliia  was  the  reaaon 
why  1  commenced  goldsniiUi ;  after  which  I  speiil  part  of  my 
time  in  learning  that  art,  and  part  in  playing,  much  against 
my  will. 


VII 

When  my  tatlier  spoke  to  rac  in  the  way  I  have  above  de- 
scribed, 1  entreated  him  to  let  mc  draw  a  certain  fixed  numtxi 
erf  hours  in  the  day ;  all  the  rest  of  my  time  I  would  give  to 
music,  only  with  the  view  of  satisfying  his  desire.  Upon  tliis 
he  said  to  me :  "  Su  then,  yoti  take  no  pleasure  in  playing  7  " 
To  which  I  answered, "  No ; "  because  that  art  seemed  too  base 
in  compiarison  with  what  I  had  in  my  own  mind.  My  good 
father,  driven  to  despair  by  this  fixed  idea  o(  mine,  pltced  mc 
ii)  tlie  workshop  oi  Cavaliere  Batidiiiello's  father,  who  was 
called  Michel  Agnolo,  a  gotdsinilh  from  Pin^i  di  Moiile,  and  a 
master  excellent  in  that  craft.'  He  bad  no  distinction  of  birlli 
whatever,  but  was  tlie  son  of  a  diarcoal- seller.  This  is  no 
blame  to  BandincUo,  who  has  founded  the  honour  of  the 
family — if  only  he  bad  done  so  honestly  I  However  that  may 
be,  1  have  no  cause  now  to  talk  at}out  him.  After  I  had  stiyed 
there  some  days,  my  father  took  me  away  from  Michel  Aunolo, 
finding  bimseU  unable  to  live  witliout  having  me  always  under 
hb  eyes.  Accordingly,  much  to  my  discontent,  1  remained  at 
music  till  I  reached  Uic  age  of  fifteen.  If  I  were  to  describe 
all  the  wonderful  things  that  liappcncd  to  mc  up  to  that  time, 
and  all  the  great  dangers  to  my  own  life  which  1  ran,  I  should 

'  CctUni  atkr*  »  mltUke  htte.  Silviati  marrial  >  daughlci  of  homao  d*" 
Medld,  and  obuined  ijrcal  influmcv  in  Floreocc  j  bul  wc  haiw  no  teconl  of 
M*  amialntiBnit  to  the  office  o(  Gonfalonier. 

*  BmcIo  BandintJIo,  the  tculpIoF.  md  n  ere*!  rJTiI  ol  Cellini'*,  m  inll 
aippreai  in  Ihc  «niiiini!  l«>Jtr*s  **>  Ifira  in  i4>!7.  and  received  Ihc  tioiuiir  el 
lini^thoad  (rom  CIciiKnl  Vll.  »nJ  Chsrlct  V.  I'ntKoiiy  ha*  conAnncd 
CVITini'i  opinfon  ot  Buidloello  u  an  trxht ;  tin  lib  wmlu  xc  oome,  pie- 
lentioiii;  and  iiica|nbl«  otpi'mg  plonte  to  any  pcmn  if  tttrntti  inicll>suM« 
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astound  my  readers ;  but,  in  ontcr  to  avoid  prolixity,  and 
having  very  much  to  relnte,  I  will  omit  these  incidents. 

When  I  reache<l  the  :iRe  of  fifteen,  I  put  m>'«lf,  a.i{alnst  my 
father's  will,  to  Uie  (i"l<l-'«n'ih's  trade  with  a  man  called  An- 
tonio, son  of  Sandro,  known  ctnnmonly  as  Marcoiic  the  gold- 
smith.  He  was  a  most  excelleitt  craftsman  and  a  very  good 
fellow  to  hoot,  high-spirited  and  frank  in  all  his  ways.  My 
father  would  not  let  him  give  me  wages  tike  the  other  appren- 
tices ;  for  having  taken  up  the  study  of  this  art  to  please  my- 
self, he  wished  mc  to  indulge  my  whim  for  drawing  to  the  full. 
I  did  so  wilUngly  enough  ;  and  that  honest  master  of  mine 
took  marvellous  delight  in  my  performances.  He  had  an  only 
son,  a  bastard,  to  whom  he  often  gave  his  orders,  in  order  to 
spare  me.  My  hking  for  the  art  was  so  great,  or,  I  may  Imly 
•ay,  my  natural  bias,  both  one  and  the  otlier,  tl3at  in  a  few 
months  I  canght  up  the  Hood,  nay.  the  best  young  craftsmen 
ia  our  busincM,  and  began  t»  reap  the  fniits  of  my  labours.  1 
did  not,  however,  neglect  to  gratify  my  good  father  from  time 
to  time  by  playing  on  the  flute  or  comcL  Each  lime  he  heard 
me,  t  used  to  make  his  tears  fait  accompanied  witli  deep- 
drawn  siglis  of  satisfaction.  My  filial  piety  often  made  me 
give  him  ttiat  contentment,  andiitduced  me  to  pretend  tliat  I 
enjoyed  the  music  too. 


vm 


H  of  extreme  boldness  and  fierce  temper.  He  afterwards  be- 
"  came  one  of  the  great  soldiers  in  the  school  of  that  marvellous 
general  Giovaimino  de'  Medici,  father  of  Duke  Cosimo.'  Tlie 
boy  w.is  alKHit  fourteen,  and  I  two  years  older.  One  Sim<l.ty 
evening,  just  before  nightfall,  he  happened  to  find  himself 
t>ctwccn  the  gate  San  Gallo  and  the  Porta  a  I*inti ;  in  this 
quarter  he  came  to  duel  with  a  young  fellow  of  twenty  or 
Ibereabouts.  They  both  had  swords ;  and  my  brother  dealt 
«o  valt.intly  that,  after  having  badly  wounded  him,  he  was  upon 
the  point  ot  following  up  his  advantage.  There  was  a  great 
crowd  of  people  present,  among  whom  were   many  of  the 

'  OelUiiJ  nkn  (o  tbe  bianni  Giovkiutj  dclle  Banite  Kn«,  who  wm  kSUd  Ib 
m  mmgaoieat  In  Iximlnrdf  in  November  1516  ln>  tlir  Iia|i«rialiil  IrtiOM 
nwehfiic  (o  tbe  uck  of  Rome.  Ilti  ton  CcnImo.  tl\n  the  aiinit(  of  Dn£« 
UamuSro,  etuUHIwil  the  MCiod  Molkean  iynattj  In  FImoik^ 
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adversary's  kiiDtfolk.  SeeiiiR  tliat  Uie  thing  was  going  III  (ot 
Uicir  own  man,  tliey  pM  hand  to  their  shngs,  a  stone  from  one 
of  which  hit  my  poor  brother  in  the  head.  He  fell  to  the 
ground  at  once  in  a  dead  faint.  It  so  chanced  that  I  had  been 
upon  the  spot  alone,  and  without  arms  -,  and  I  had  done  my 
best  to  get  my  brother  out  of  the  ftay  by  calling  to  him : 
"Make  vfl ;  yoa  have  done  enough."  Meanwhile,  aa  luck 
would  have  it,  he  fell,  as  I  have  s»id,  half  dead  to  eartli.  I 
ran  up  at  once,  seiz-ed  his  sword,  and  stood  in  front  of  him, 
bearing  the  brunt  of  several  rapiers  and  a  sliower  of  stones. 
I  never  left  his  side  until  some  brave  soldiers  came  from  tlie 
gate  San  Gallo  and  rescued  mc  from  the  raging  crowd ;  tlicy 
marvelled  much,  the  while,  to  find  such  valour  in  so  young 
a  boy. 

Then  I  carried  my  btothcr  home  for  dead,  and  it  was  only 
with  great  difficulty  that  he  came  to  himself  again.  When  fae 
was  cured,  the  Eight,  who  had  already  condemned  our  ad- 
versaries and  banished  them  for  a  term  of  years,  sent  us  also 
into  exile  for  six  months  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles  from 
Florence.'  I  said  to  my  brother ;  "  Come  along  with  mc  : " 
and  so  we  took  leave  of  our  poor  father ;  and  instead  of  giving 
us  money,  for  be  had  none,  he  bestowed  on  us  his  blessing.  I 
went  to  Siena,  wishing  to  look  up  a  certain  worthy  man  called 
Maestro  Francesco  Castoro.  On  another  occasion,  when  1 
had  run  away  from  my  father,  I  went  to  this  good  man,  and 
stayed  some  time  with  hitn,  working  at  the  goldsmith's  trade 
until  my  father  sent  for  me  back.  Francesco,  when  I  reiidied 
him.  recognised  me  at  once,  and  gave  me  work  to  do.  Wliile 
thus  occupied,  he  placed  a  house  at  my  disposal  for  the  whole 
time  of  my  sojourn  in  Siena.  Into  this  I  moved,  together  with 
my  brother,  and  applied  myself  to  labour  for  the  space  of 
several  months.  My  brother  had  acquired  the  rudiments  of 
Latin,  but  wa<i  still  so  young  that  lie  could  not  yet  relish 
the  taste  of  virtuous  employment,  t>ut  passed  lifs  time  in 
dissipation. 

IX 

The  Cardinal  de'  Medici,  who  afterwards  became  Fope 
Clement  VM.,  had  us  recilled  to  Florence  at  the  entreaty  ol 

'  The  Eiphi,  oi  Gli  Olio,  were  a  miteisicac)'  in  Florcnot  wilh  coemanoc 
of  oMUIen  ftllMiinE  ihe  IntctiHil  [locc  nf  the  otjr. 
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^B  my  father.'  A  ccrl^n  pupil  of  tny  [siller's,  moved  by  his  own 
^1  bsuJ  nutitre,  suiu<cste<l  to  the  Cardinal  that  Uc  oiiffht  to  send 
me  to  BokiKim.  in  order  to  Ie;im  to  pl:iy  well  from  a  Kre:it 
master  tliere.  The  name  of  this  iiui&lei'  was  Antonio,  and  he 
was  in  truth  a  worthy  man  in  the  intisiciaii's  art.  Tlie  Car- 
dinal said  to  my  f:tihcr  that,  if  he  sent  nic  there,  he  would  nive 
me  letters  of  rccoDimendation  and  support.    My  father,  dying 

*witti  joy  at  such  an  opportunity,  scnl  me  oH  ;  and  1  being 
eaxer  to  see  the  world,  went  with  cood  gnice. 
Wlien  I  reached  BoIoKna.  I  put  myself  under  a  certain 
Maestro  Ercote  del  PifTero,  and  bc};;an  to  earn  Hoiiielhint!  by 
my  trade.  In  the  meantime  I  U3cd  to  go  every  day  to  take  my 
^^  music-Icsson,  and  in  a  few  weeks  made  considerable  protfress 
H  in  that  accursed  art.  However,  I  made  still  sreatcr  ui  my 
^ft  bade  of  (joldsinith ;  for  the  Cardinal  having  given  me  no 
^HaMlMaace,  I  went  to  live  with  a  Bulogncsc  illuminator  who  was 
1^  called  Scipione  Cavaltetti  (his  house  was  in  the  street  of  our 

Il^tdy  del  Baraccan) ;  and  while  there  I  devoted  myself  to 
drawing  and  working  for  one  Graiiadio,  a  Jew,  with  whom  1 
earned  considerably. 
At  the  end  of  six  months  I  returned  to  Florence,  where  that 
fellow  Picrino,  who  had  licen  my  father's  pupil,  mils  greatly 
mortified  by  my  return.    To  please  my  father,  I  went  to  his 
house  and  pl.iycd  the  comet  and  the  Hute  with  one  of  his 
^^   brothers,  who  was  named  Girolamo,  several  years  younger  than 
H  the  said  Picro,  a  very  worthy  young  man,  and  quite   the 
^*  contrary  of  hisbrotlier.    On  one  of  those  days  my  father  came 
to  Piero's  house  to  hear  us  play,  and  in  ecstasy  at  my  per- 
formance exclaimed :  "  1  shall  yet  make  you  a  mar%'ellous 
musiciaii  against  the  wilt  of  all  or  any  une  who  may  desire  to 
prevent  me."    To  this  Piero  answered,  and  sjwke  the  truth  : 
I       "  Your  Bciivenuto  will  get  much  more  honour  and  profit  if  he 
^^  devotes  himself  to  the  goldsmith's  trade  than  to  this  piping." 
^B  Tliese  words  made  my  father  so  angry,  seeing  that  I  too  had 
^B  the  same  o|>inion  as  Picro,  that  he  flew  into  a  rage  and 
^^  cried  out  at  him :  "  Well  did  1  know  that  it  was  )'ou,  >oh  who 


>  Till  Qvdlfikl  and  Pope  wu  Glulio,  a  nuiiinl  tm  of  Oiutteno,  Ixutim 
dv"  Mtdidii  tiraihei,  who  had  lieto  klllcil  iti  Ihc  Pain  coiupiiBcy.  ft*i  njH, 
Ciallolimil  lobMonc  Pom  CIcmmt  VII.,  toiuffei  tli*  nek  of  Kome  in  litj, 
and  (o  mlVq  ihs  eMiMtihi  with  Chatlo  V.  m  Bologn*  in  iji^-io,  wUdi 
MllM  fOf  (hnv  contuiW*  Oi«  dntinjr  o(  Italy,  W«  tball  beu  mmtb  note  ol 
I  film  Cellini  in  iLo  couiM  of  ihU  tutraiive. 
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put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my  dierishc<1  wisli ;  you  Are  (he 
nun  wbo  lutd  nie  otistcd  from  my  place  at  the  palace,  payinfi 
me  back  with  that  black  ingratitude  which  is  the  usual  re- 
compense of  great  benclits.  I  got  you  promoted,  and  >-ou  liave 
got  mc  cashiered  ;  1  taught  you  to  play  with  all  the  tittle  art 
hiivv,  and  you  are  preventing  my  son  from  obeying  mc; 
1  bear  in  mind  tlicse  wordsot  prophecy  :  not  years  or  munths, 
I  say,  but  only  a  few  weeks  will  pass  before  this  dirty  ingrati- 
tude of  yours  shall  plunge  you  into  ruin."  To  Uiese  words 
answered  Picnno  and  said :  "  Maestro  Giovanni,  the  majoiity  of 
men,  when  they  grow  old,  go  mad  at  the  same  time  :  and  lliis 
has  happened  to  you.  I  am  not  astonished  at  it,  because  most 
!il>cr^ly  have  you  squandered  all  your  property,  without  rc- 
HecUng  that  your  children  had  need  of  it.  I  mind  to  do  just 
the  opposite,  and  to  leave  my  children  so  much  that  they  shall 
be  able  to  succour  yours."  To  tiiis  my  father  answered  :  "  No 
bad  tree  ever  bore  good  fniit ;  quite  the  contrary ;  and  I  tell 
you  furtlicr  that  you  arc  bad,  an<l  tliat  your  children  will  be 
mad  and  paupers,  and  will  cringe  for  alms  to  my  virtuous  and 
weal  III  y  sons."  Thereupon  wc  left  the  house,  muttering  words 
of  anger  on  Iwth  sides.  I  had  taken  my  father's  part ;  and 
wb'cn  wc  stepped  into  the  street  togetlicr,  1  told  him  I  was 
quite  ready  to  take  vengeance  fur  the  insults  heapc<l  on  him  by 
that  scoundrel,  provided  you  permit  me  to  give  myself  up  to 
tlic  art  of  derign.  He  answered :  "  My  dear  son,  I  too  in  my 
time  was  a  good  draughtxmoii ;  but  for  recreation,  after  such 
stupendous  labours,  and  (or  tlic  love  of  mc  who  am  your 
father,  who  begat  you  and  brought  you  Up  and  implanted 
•0  many  honourable  talents  in  you,  for  the  sake  of  recrea- 
tion, I  say,  will  not  you  promise  sometimes  to  take  in  band 
your  Bute  and  that  seductive  comet,  and  to  play  upon  them 
to  your  heart's  content,  inviting  the  delight  of  music?"  I 
promised  I  would  do  so,  and  very  willingly  for  hui  love's  sake. 
Then  my  good  father  saJd  tliat  such  excellent  parts  as  1  ]>o«' 
scs^ed  would  tie  llie  greatest  vengeance  I  could  take  for 
the  insults  of  his  enemies. 

Not  a  whole  month  had  been  completed  after  this  scene  t>c- 
fore  the  man  Picrino  happened  to  be  building  a  vault  in  a  house 
of  his,  which  he  had  tn  Uie  Via  dello  Studio ;  and  being  one 
day  in  a  ground-iloor  room  above  the  vault  which  he  was 
making,  together  with  much  company  artmnd  him,  he  fell  to 
talking  about  his  old  master,  my  father.    While  reiM»ting  the 
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words  wtiicb  he  had  said  to  liim  coacentiiiR  his  ruin,  no  sooner 
bad  (hey  escaped  his  hps  than  tJie  lioor  where  he  waa  stand- 
ing (either  because  the  vault  had  been  baoiy  built,  or  ratlier 
through  the  slieci  mightiness  oi  God,  who  docs  not  always  pay 
on  Saturday)  suddenly  gave  way.  Some  of  tlic  stones  and 
bncksoftbe  vault,  which  fell  with  him,  broke  botli  his  legs. 
The  friends  who  were  with  him,  remaininR  on  the  border  of 
the  broken  vault,  took  no  harm,  but  were  astounded  and  full  ot 
wonder,  especially  because  of  the  prophecy  whidi  he  bad  just 
contemptuously  repealed  to  them.  When  my  father  heard  ot 
this,  he  took  bis  sword,  and  went  to  see  the  man.  There,  in 
the  presence  of  his  father,  who  was  called  Niccolaio  da 
Volterra.  a  trumpeter  of  the  Signory,  be  said :  "  O  Piero,  my 
dear  pupil,  I  am  sorely  grieved  at  your  mischance ;  but  if  you 
remember  it  was  only  a  short  time  ago  that  I  warned  you  of  it ; 
an<l  as  much  as  1  then  said  will  come  to  happen  between  your 
children  and  mine."  Sliortly  ;ifterM-ard»,  tJie  unKraleful  l*iero 
died  of  tliat  illnen.  He  left  a  wife  of  bad  character  and  one 
son.  who  after  the  bpsc  of  some  years  came  to  me  to  beg  for 
alms  in  Rome.  I  gave  him  something,  as  well  because  it  is  my 
nature  to  be  cliaritable,  as  also  because  I  recalled  with  tear^  the 
liappy  state  which  Pierino  held  when  my  father  spoke  those 
words  of  prophecy,  namely,  that  Piorino's  children  should  live 
to  crave  succour  from  his  own  virtuous  suns.  Of  this  perhaps 
enough  is  now  stid  ;  but  let  none  ever  laugh  at  the  prognos- 
tications of  any  worthy  nun  whom  he  has  wrongfully  insulted ; 
bectiise  it  is  not  he  who  speaks,  nay,  but  the  very  voice  of  God 
tbrough  him. 


All  this  while  I  worked  as  a  goldsmith,  and  was  able  to 
aaust  my  guixl  father.  His  utiicr  son,  my  brother  Cecohin<\ 
had,  as  1  said  before,  been  instructed  in  the  rudiments  of  Latin 
letters.  It  was  our  fatlier's  wish  to  make  me,  the  cider,  a  great 
musician  and  composer,  and  him,  the  younger,  a  great  ana 
learned  jurist.  He  could  not.  however,  put  force  upon  the 
inclinations  of  our  nature,  which  directed  me  to  the  arts  of 
design,  and  my  brother,  who  hail  a  line  and  giacefiil  person, 
to  the  profession  of  arm»,  Ceccliino.  licinR  still  t|uilc  a  lad, 
was  returning  from  his  first  lesson  in  the  school  of  the  stui>eu- 
dous  Giovannino  de'  Medici.    On  the  day  when  he  rcaclied 
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home,  I  happened  to  be  absent ;  and  he,  beiiiM  in  want  d 
proper  ckilhcs,  sought  otit  our  sisters,  wlio.  unknown  to  my 
father,  gave  him  a  cloak  and  doublet  of  roiitc,  botli  new  and  oj 
good  quality.  I  ought  to  say  that,  beside  the  aid  I  gave  my 
father  and  my  excellent  aiid  honest  sisters,  1  had  bought  those 
handsume  clothes  out  of  my  own  savings.  When  I  found  I 
had  t>ei:»  cheated,  and  my  clothes  taken  from  mc.  and  my 
brallier  from  whom  I  sliould  ha^'e  recovered  tliem  was  gone, 
I  asked  my  father  why  he  suffered  so  great  a  wmnR  to  l>e  done 
me,  seeing  that  I  wa«  always  ready  to  assist  him.  He  replied 
that  I  was  his  good  sou,  bmt  that  tlic  other,  whom  he  thought 
to  have  lost,  had  been  found  again ;  also  that  it  was  a  duty, 
nay,  a  precept  from  God  Himself,  that  he  who  halli  should  give 
to  him  who  hath  not ;  and  that  for  his  sake  I  ought  to  bear  tbia 
injustice,  for  Uod  would  increase  me  in  aU  good  things.  I, 
like  a  youth  witlioiit  experience,  retorted  on  my  poor  afflicted 
parent;  and  taking  the  mixemhle  remnants  of  my  ch^thes  and 
mon«y.  went  tou'ard  a  gale  of  the  city.  As  I  did  not  know 
whicli  gate  would  start  me  on  the  mad  to  Rome,  I  arrived  ,at 
I..uoca,  and  from  Lucca  reached  Hsa. 

Wlien  I  came  to  [*isa(l  was  about  axtccji  years  of  age  at  the 
time),  1  stopped  near  the  middle  bridge,  by  what  is  called  the 
Fish-stone,  at  the  shop  of  a  goldsmith,  and  began  attentively 
to  watch  what  the  master  was  about.>  He  asked  mc  who  I 
was,  and  what  was  my  profession.  I  told  him  that  I  wurked 
a  little  in  the  s.-tn)e  trade  as  his  own.  Tlii»  worthy  man  bade 
me  u>me  into  his  shop,  and  at  once  gave  me  work  to  do,  and 
ftpdke  as  follows :  "  Yotir  good  ap|>eanuice  makes  me  l>eheve 
you  are  a  decent  honest  youtli."  Then  he  told  me  out  gold, 
silver,  and  gems ;  and  when  the  first  day's  work  was  finislied, 
he  took  me  in  the  evening  to  his  house,  where  he  dwelt  re- 
spectably with  his  handsome  wife  and  children.  Thinking  of 
the  grief  which  my  good  f-ithcr  might  t>c  feeling  for  mc,  I 
wrote  him  that  I  was  sojourning  with  a  very  excellent  and 
honest  man,  called  Maestro  Ulivicri  dcUa  Chiustra,  and  was 
working  with  him  at  many  things  of  beauty  and  importance. 
1  bade  him  be  c4  good  cheer,  for  that  I  was  Itent  on  learning, 
and  hoped  b>'  my  acquirements  to  bring  him  back  both  profit 
and  honour  before  long.  My  good  father  answered  the  letter 
at  once  in  words  like  tliese  :  "  My  son,  the  love  1  bear  you  ts 

'  The  nsh-EiMw,  or  PJcm  del  Vttce,  mx  th«  aoikcl  aa  Ihe  itiuy  >titf« 
the  Cth  broui;hi  fram  Ibe  k>  sp  Ibc  Anio  to  Pim  Mtd  lo  be  wid. 
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thai  if  It  were  not  for  tbc  honour  of  our  fsmily,  which 
above  M  things  1  regard.  1  should  immediately  have  set  ofl 
for  you  ;  for  indeed  it  seems  hkc  being  without  tlic  light  of  niy 
eyes,  when  I  do  not  sec  you  daily,  as  I  used  to  do.  I  wiil 
nuke  it  my  business  to  comi>lete  the  training  of  my  household 
up  to  virtuous  honesty ;  do  you  malce  it  yours  to  acquire 
excellence  in  y<}ur  art  ;  and  I  only  wish  you  to  remcmticr 
these  four  ^mple  words,  obey  them,  and  never  let  them  escape 

I       your  mcmoiy ; 

^^  Id  whatever  house  jrou  be, 

^^^^^^^  Steal  Mt|  and  live  hanestly.* 

"     This  I< 
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This  letter  fell  into  the  hands  of  my  master  Ulivieri,  and  he 
read  it  unknown  to  me.  Afterwards  he  avowed  that  he  had 
read  it,  and  added  :  "  So  then,  my  Henvenuto,  your  good  looks 
did  not  deceive  me,  as  a  letter  from  your  father  which  has 
come  into  my  hands  (^ves  me  a.<isurance,  wliich  proves  him  to 
be  a  man  of  notable  honesty  and  wortli.  Consider  yourself 
Uten  to  be  at  home  here,  and  as  tlioufth  in  your  own  fatlier's 
house." 

While  I  stayed  at  Pisa,  I  went  to  see  the  Campo  Santo,  and 
there  I  found  many  beautiful  fragments  of  antiquity,  that  ts  to 
say,  marble  sarcophai^i.  In  other  parts  of  Pisa  also  I  saw 
many  antit)ue  objeds,  whidi  1  diligently  studied  whenever  I 
bad  days  or  hours  free  from  the  hibour  of  the  workshop.  My 
master,  who  took  pleasure  in  coming  to  visit  me  in  the  little 
room  whidi  he  had  allotted  me,  observing  that  I  spent  all 
my  time  in  studious  o<:ctipiitions,  began  to  love  me  like  a  father. 
I  made  great  progress  in  the  one  yc:ir  that  I  stayed  there, 
and  completed  several  fine  and  valuable  things  in  gold  and 
silver,  which  in$i>ired  me  with  a  resolute  ambition  to  advance 
in  my  art. 

My  father, in  the  meanwhile,  kept  writing  piteoD.t  entreaties 
that  I  should  return  to  him  ;  and  in  every  letter  twde  me  not 
to  lose  the  muac  he  had  taught  me  with  such  trouble.  On 
this,  1  suddenly  gave  up  all  wish  to  go  back  to  him  ;  so  much 
did  I  bate  that  accursed  music  ;  and  1  felt  as  ttiough  of  a  inith 
I  were  in  par.idise  the  whole  year  I  3taye<l  at  Pisa,  where  I 
never  played  the  flute. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  my  master  ULivieii  bad  occasion  to 
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go  to  Florence,  in  order  to  sell  certain  gold  and  silver  sweep- 
ings which  he  had  ; '  and  inaatnucli  as  the  batl  air  of  Pisa  liad 
given  me  a  (ouch  of  fever,  I  went  with  the  fever  hanging  still 
about  me,  in  my  master's  company,  back  to  Florence,  There 
my  father  received  him  most  affcctionatcly.and  lovingly  prayed 
him,  unknown  by  me,  not  to  insist  on  taking  me  again  to  I'isa, 
I  was  ill  about  two  months,  during  which  time  my  father  had 
me  most  kindly  treated  atid  cured,  always  repeating  that  it 
seemed  to  him  a  thousand  years  till  1  got  well  again,  in  order 
that  he  might  hear  me  play  a  little.  But  when  he  talked  to 
me  of  music,  with  bis  fmgcrs  on  my  pulse,  seeing  he  had  some 
acquaintance  with  medicine  and  Latin  learning,  he  (ell  it 
change  so  much  if  he  approached  that  topic,  that  he  was  often 
dismayed  and  left  my  side  in  tears.  When  1  perceived  how 
greatly  he  was  disapixiinted,  I  biidc  one  of  my  sisters  bring 
me  a  flute ;  for  though  the  fever  never  left  me,  that  inslrument 
is  so  easy  tliat  it  did  not  hurt  me  to  play  upon  it ;  and  I  used 
it  with  such  dexterity  of  hand  and  tongue  that  my  father, 
coming  suddenly  upon  me,  blessed  me  a  thousand  times, 
exclaiming  that  while  1  wa.s  away  from  him  I  had  made  great 
progress,  as  he  thought ;  and  he  begged  me  to  go  forwards, 
and  not  to  sacrifice  so  fine  an  accompUshmcnt 


xn 

When  I  had  recovered  my  hi^iltli,  I  relumed  to  my  old  friend 
Marcone.  the  worthy  goldsmith,  who  put  me  in  the  way  of 
canting  money,  with  which  I  helped  my  father  and  our  house- 
hold, ^bout  that  time  there  aime  to  Florence  a  sculptor 
named  Ficru  Torrigiaiii ;'  he  arrived  from  England,  where  he 
had  resided  many  >-e3is ;  .and  beinH  intimate  with  my  m.islcr, 
he  daily  visited  his  house  ;  and  when  he  saw  my  dniwings  and 
tlie  things  whicli  1  uras  making,  ho  said :  "  I  tuve  come  to 
Ftorenoe  to  ctihst  as  many  young  men  as  I  can  ;  (or  I  havi: 

'  I  bare  builalcd  ifoMialwr*  hy  nuifiogi.  II  mmii  ill  rrhue  of  tht 
prcdou*  incbb  left  in  the  goUiniith'i  ynyi. 

*  TorrigUnl  worked  in  mcI  tot  llcnrr  VIll.,  uid  his  monuiDcnl  to  Hcniy 
Vtl.  tlill  ciltB  [q  the  lady  Chap?)  of  Weilniinitcl  fMxj  Fioin  EneluicJ 
lie  weni  to  Spiin,  whcie  lie  muJdlcd  ■  lUiuc  at  \ht  Wrgyn  fox  a  (!">■  nol>te- 
oiko.  Not  reocivini!  Ihe  piv  he  eipeciol.  lie  biukc  hU  voik  lo  pi«c«« ;  (a) 
Khicli  Kl  of  BaciiltK*  *l>*  ItMluIiltlon  wiit  lum  to  piiton.  whcie  he  ilWTi^ 
hiiiiwlf  lo  death  to  ijia.     Sooiai  Icul  Ikllie  l<fenil  uf  lilteed. 
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undertaken  to  execute  a  great  work  fur  my  klctfC,  and  want  some 
of  my  own  Florentines  to  help  me.  Nowyotirmctlifid  of  work- 
ing and  your  deigns  arc  worthy  rather  of  a  sculptor  tlian  a 
golds mitli  ;  and  since  I  have  to  turn  out  a  great  piece  of  bronze, 
I  will  at  the  same  time  turn  you  into  a  rich  and  able  artist" 
This  nan  liad  a  splendid  person  and  a  most  arrogant  spirit, 
with  the  air  of  a  great  soldier  mof«  than  of  a  sculptor,  especially 
in  regard  to  his  vehement  getitures  and  his  resunant  voice,  to- 
gether with  a  hat>it  he  had  of  knitting  his  l>n>ws,  cnoiijih  to 
trigbten  any  man  of  courage.  He  kept  talking  every  day  about 
ht9  gallant  feata  among  those  beasts  of  Englishmen. 

In  course  of  conversation  he  happened  to  mention  Michel 
AgDolo  Buonarroti,  led  thereto  by  a  drawing  I  had  made  from 
a  cartoon  of  that  divincst  painter.'  This  cartoon  was  the  first 
masterpiece  which  Michel  Agnolo  exhibited,  in  proof  of  his 
stupendoti.'S  t;ilcnts.  He  produced  it  in  competition  with 
another  painter,  Lionaido  da  Vinci,  who  also  made  a  cartoon  ; 
and  both  were  intended  for  the  council- h.-t]  I  in  the  palace  of  the 
Signory.  They  represented  the  taking  of  Pisa  by  the  Floren- 
tines :  and  our  admirable  Lionardo  had  chosen  to  depict  a 
battle  of  horses,  witli  the  capture  of  some  stimdards.  in  as 
divine  a  style  as  could  possibly  be  imagined.  Michel  Agnolo 
in  his  cartoon  portrayed  a  number  of  foot-soldiers,  who,  the 
season  being  summer,  had  gone  to  bathe  in  Arno.  He  drew 
them  at  the  very  moment  the  alarm  is  sounded,  and  ttic  men 
all  naked  run  to  anus  ;  so  splendid  in  their  action  that  nothing 
sorvives  ul  imcient  or  of  modem  art  which  touches  the  ssime 
lofty  point  of  excellence ;  aiul  m  I  have  already  said,  the  ilestgn 
of  the  great  Lionardo  was  itself  most  admiralily  l>eaiitiful. 
Thece  two  cartoons  stood,  one  in  tlic  palace  of  the  Mcdid,  tlie 
other  in  tlie  h.al]  of  Uie  Pope.  So  long  as  they  remained 
intact,  they  were  tlie  school  of  the  world.  Though  the  divine 
Micliel  Agnolo  in  later  life  finished  that  great  chapel  of  Pope 
Juhus.*  he  never  rose  half-way  to  the  same  pitch  of  power ;  his 
genius  never  afterwards  attained  to  tlie  force  of  tliosc  first 
studies. 

*  Hm  cartooiu  M  wMch  Cdllai  here  illada  were  made  bv  Miclict  Anetlo 
and  Lionardo  for  th*  <lcoamllon  of  the  Sab  del  tliin  Coiuiglio  in  ihe  falaoio 
VeocMo  a»  Klocencfl.  On);  tlx  >hii>)ow<  oi  them  remain  lo  ihis  dav  ;  ■  part 
of  Mkdiel  Awlo'i,  (oraared  bvSclila(oneiii,inELi  transcript  by  Rubeni irDm 
Uaawdo^  oBea  IbcBallle  of  (he  SUndard. 

■  The  Siuioe  Cbapct  in  the  Vaiicao- 
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Now  let  us  return  to  Picro  Torrigiant,  who,  with  my  draw- 
jnginlus  hand, spoke  as  follows:  "This  Buonarroti  and  lused, 
when  we  were  boys,  to  go  into  tlie  Church  of  the  Carmine,  to 
feam  drawing  from  the  chapel  uf  Masaccio.*  It  was  Buon- 
arroti's habit  to  banter  all  who  were  drawing  Uiere  ;  and  one 
day,  among  others,  when  he  was  annoying  mc,  I  got  more 
angry  than  usual,  and  clenching  my  fist,  gave  him  such  a  blow 
on  Uic  nose,  that  1  felt  bone  and  cartilage  go  down  like  biscuil 
beneath  my  knuckles ;  and  this  mark  of  mine  he  will  carry 
with  him  to  the  grave."*  These  words  begat  in  me  such 
hatred  of  tlie  man,  since  I  wiis  always  gazing  at  the  master- 
pieces of  the  divine  Midiel  Agnolo,  that  although  I  felt  a 
wish  Co  go  with  him  to  England,  I  now  could  never  bear  the 
stglil  of  him. 

All  the  while  I  was  at  Florence,  I  studied  the  noble  manner 
of  Michel  Agnolo,  and  from  tliis  1  have  never  deviated. 
About  that  time  I  contracted  a  dose  and  famihar  friendship 
with  an  amiable  lad  of  my  own  age,  who  was  also  in  the  gold- 
smith's trade.  He  was  called  Francesco,  son  of  Filippo,  and 
grandson  of  Fra  Lippo  Lippi,  tliat  most  excellent  painter.* 
Through  intcicoursc  together,  such  lovg  grew  up  twtwccn  us 
that,  day  or  night,  we  never  stayed  apart.  The  house  where 
he  lived  was  still  full  of  the  tine  studies  whidi  his  father  had 
made,  bound  up  in  several  books  of  drawings  by  his  hand,  and 
taken  from  the  best  antiquities  of  Rome.  The  sight  of  these 
things  filled  me  with  piissinnate  enthusiasm ;  and  for  two 
years  or  tliereabouts  we  hvcd  in  Intimacy.     At  (hat  time  I 

'  The  Ctwpel  of  the  Cumine,  jMunted  in  fa«*co  by  Muacdo  tad  tome 
other  utiM,  pouibly  Filippinn  IJppi.  » ilill  the  moat  imponimt  moaumcnl  ol 
Floienline  «il  turrivine  Iroia  the  period  piecMllnj;  KxphocL 

'  The  pioAle  ponnlu  of  .MIcIieI  Aneeki  UuoauTOll  eonfitm  Ihli  Mocy. 
Tllcy  tbcnr  the  brlJ|;e  al  hit  nwe  lirni  m  •»  uiele,  u  ihuu^h  li  hi<l  twen 
tiroken. 

'  Fn  FlUppo  lippl  wai  *  Catmelile  monk,  whwe  lieiooes  at  Vnio  ami 
Spoloto  •nd  oll-puntlnci  In  Flaience  unit  eUewhcre  ue  amcpni;  the  mott 
[mini  worVt  nf  the  |irc>Ki)iliaclIte  Kcnauunoe.  Vauii  normci  lii*  laie- 
advpniufCT  wiih  I.uetciia  liuii,  anil  Kolirit  Bcownlnj;  lifu  dravin  a  elt-vCT 
jwilriii  of  him  in  hi>  "  Mm  and  Women."  Hit  vin,  t'ili|j]Ki  or  Till^'i'mu, 
iru  alto  nn  able  poinl'-t,  lume  of  whow  bnl  moilc  lUrvivcs  in  tlie  Sitniti 
l-litpel  of  S.  Miria  NovdU  U  FlonBoe,  ud  to  Ibe  Cbui«b  <d  :>.  Muii  Supia 
HInetva  at  Rome. 
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ihioned  a  silver  bas-rcHcf  o[  the  size  of  a  little  cliild'a  hand. 
It  was  intended  i^r  the  clasp  to  a  nun's  belt ;  fur  they  were 
llien  worn  as  large  as  that.  1  carved  on  it  a  knot  of  leaves  in 
ttie  anti(|ue  style,  with  tijjiires  o(  children  and  other  masks  of 
(treat  tieauty.  This  piece  I  made  in  the  workshop  of  one 
Pranccsc)  Salimbene ;  and  on  ItK  bcinfi  exhibited  to  the  trade, 
the  goldsmiths  praised  mc  as  tlie  liest  young  craftsman  of 
their  art 

There  was  one  Giovan  BattJsta,  snniamed  II  Tasso,  a  wood- 
can'cr,  precisely  of  my  own  age.  who  one  day  said  (o  mc  that 
if  1  was  willing  to  go  to  Kome,  he  should  be  glad  to  join  mc.* 
Now  we  had  this  conversation  together  immedLitcly  after 
dinner :  and  I  beine  angry  with  my  father  for  the  same  old 
reason  of  the  music,  said  to  Tasso :  "You  are  a  fellow  of 
words,  not  deeds."  He  answered :  "  I  too  have  come  to 
anger  with  my  mother ;  and  if  1  had  cash  enough  to  take  me 
to  Kotne.  I  would  not  turn  back  to  lock  the  door  of  that 
wretched  little  worksliop  I  call  mine."  To  these  words  I 
replied  that  if  that  was  all  that  kept  him  in  Florence  I  had 
money  enough  in  my  pockets  to  bring  us  both  to  Kome. 
Talking  thus  and  walking  onward.'?,  wc  found  ourselves  at  the 
gate  San  Piero  Gattulini  without  noticing  that  we  had  got 
there  :  whereupon  I  said  :  "  Friend  Tasso,  this  is  God's  doing 
that  we  have  reached  this  gate  without  either  >'ou  or  me 
noticing  that  wc  were  there ;  and  now  ttiat  I  am  here,  it 
seems  to  me  that  I  have  finished  half  the  joiinicy."  And  so^ 
being  of  one  accord,  we  pursued  our  way  together,  saying, 
"Oh.  what  will  our  old  folks  say  this  evening?"  We  then 
otade  an  acreetnent  not  to  think  more  atwut  them  till  we 
reached  Rome.  So  we  tied  our  aprons  behind  our  backK,  and 
trudged  almost  in  silence  to  Siena.  >A1ien  we  arrived  at 
Siena,  Tasso  said  (for  he  had  hurt  his  feet)  that  he  would  not 
go  farther,  and  asked  mc  to  lend  him  money  to  get  back.  1 
made  answer :  "  I  should  not  have  enough  left  to  go  forward  ; 
yon  ought  indeed  to  have  thought  of  this  on  leaving  Florence; 
and  if  it  is  becauw  of  your  feet  that  you  shirk  the  jouniey, 
we  will  find  .1  return  horse  for  Rome,  which  will  deprive  j-ob 
of  the  excuse."    Accotdtngly  1  hired  a  borse ;  and  seeing 


'  Tmm  aru  an  Me  nxUn,  intiiliootct  Iioth  bf  Vuari  uid  Piclro  Aiallno. 
Ht  Blood  bifjn  in  ihc  Itvcnit  of  D«k«  C««iiiio  <)c'  Medici,  who  look  bii  o|>inioii 
,  on  llw  wed  of  ntlicr  ciafUucn. 


LiOOii 


93 


LIFE  OF  BENVENUTO  CELLINI 


(hat  he  did  not  answer,  I  took  my  way  toward  the  gule  < 
Home.  When  he  knew  that  I  was  finnly  resolved  to  go, 
muttering  between  his  teeth,  and  limping  as  well  as  he  could, 
he  c^ime  on  behind  me  very  slowly  and  at  a  grcut  distance. 
On  reachin^i  Ihe  a^ite,  1  Iclt  pity  for  my  comrade,  and  waited 
for  him,  and  took  him  on  the  cnipper,  iuyiiig ;  "  What  would 
onr  friends  speak  of  lis  to-morrow,  if,  having  left  for  Rome,  we 
had  not  pluck  to  get  beyond  Stcna  ? "  Then  the  good  Taswi 
said  I  spoke  the  trutli ;  and  as  be  was  a  pleasant  fellow,  he 
began  to  laugh  and  sing ;  and  in  this  way,  always  singing  and 
laughing,  we  travelled  the  whole  w^y  to  Rome.  I  had  just 
nineteen  years  then,  and  so  had  the  century. 

When  we  reached  Rome.  1  put  myself  under  a  miister 
who  was  known  as  II  Firenzuoli.  His  name  was  Giovanni, 
and  he  came  from  Firenzuola  in  Lombardy,  a  most  able 
craftsman  in  large  vases  and  big  plate  of  that  kind.  I  showed 
him  part  of  the  model  for  the  clasp  which  I  had  made 
in  I-lorcnce  at  Sulimbene's.  It  pleased  him  exceedingly; 
and  turning  to  one  of  his  jounicyinen,  a  Florentine  called 
Giannotto  Giannotti,  who  h.id  been  several  yeitrs  with  him, 
he  tpoke  as  follo\k's  :  "  This  fellow  is  one  of  the  Florentines 
who  know  something,  and  you  are  o!ie  of  those  who  know 
nothing."  Tlien  I  recognised  the  man,  and  turned  to  speak 
witli  him  ;  for  before  he  went  to  Rome,  we  ofteu  went  to  draw 
together,  and  had  been  vcr>'  intimate  comrades.  He  was  so 
put  out  by  the  words  his  master  Hung  at  him.  that  he  said  he 
did  not  recognise  me  or  know  who  I  was  ;  whereupon  I  got 
angry,  and  cried  out :  "O  Giannotto,  you  who  were  once  my 
friend — for  have  we  not  been  together  in  such  and  sudi 
places,  and  down,  and  ate,  and  drunk,  and  slept  In  company 
at  your  house  in  tlic  couiitr>'  ?  I  don't  want  you  to  t>ear 
wibicss  on  my  behalf  to  tliis  worthy  man,  your  master,  because 
I  hope  my  hands  are  such  that  without  aid  from  you  they 
will  declare  what  sort  of  a  fellow  I  am." 
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When  1  had  thus  spoken,  Firenzuola.  who  was  a  man  of  hoT 
spirit  and   brave,  turned   to   Giannotto.  and   said   to  him : 
"  You  vile  rascal,  .aren't  you  a-ihamed  to  treat  a  man  who  has 
been  »o  intimate  a  comrade  witli  you  in  this  way  ?"    And  with 
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the  same  movement  of  quick  fcclioc,  he  faced  round  and  said 
to  me :  "  Welcome  t(>  my  workshop ;  and  do  as  you  have 
promised  i  let  your  bands  declure  what  man  you  are." 

He  gave  me  a  very  fine  piece  of  silver  plate  to  work  on 
for  a  cardinal.  It  was  a  little  oblong  box,  copied  from  the 
porphyry  sarcophagus  before  the  door  of  tlie  Rotonda.  Beudc 
what  I  copied,  1  enriched  itwitli  so  many  elegant  maslaof  my 
invention,  that  my  master  went  about  showing  it  through 
the  art,  and  boasting  that  so  good  a  piece  of  work  had  been 
turned  out  from  liis  shop.*  It  was  about  half  a  cubit  in  size, 
and  was  so  constructed  as  to  serve  for  a  s.'ilt-ccllar  at  table, 
litis  was  the  first  eamint{  lh»(  I  touched  at  ftcime.  and  part  of 
it  I  sent  to  xssist  my  good  Ltthcr  ;  the  rest  I  kept  for  my  own 
use,  Uviiig  upon  it  while  I  went  about  studying  the  antiquities 
of  Rome,  until  my  money  failed,  and  I  bad  to  return  to  the 
shop  for  work.  Battista  del  Tasso,  my  comrade,  did  not  stay 
long  in  Rome,  but  went  ti.-ick  to  Florence. 

After  undertaking  some  new  commissions,  1  took  it  into  my 
head,  as  soon  as  I  bad  (inished  them,  to  cliange  my  master ; 
I  bad  indeed  been  worriett  into  doing  so  by  a  certain  Milanese, 
called  PagoloAtsago.'  Mybist  master,  Kirenzuola,  had  a  great 
qnarrcl  about  this  with  Arsago.  and  abused  him  in  my  presence ; 
whereupon  I  took  up  speech  in  defence  of  my  new  master. 
I  s-iid  that  I  was  born  free,  and  free  1  meant  to  live,  and  that 
there  was  no  reason  to  complain  of  him.  far  less  of  me.  since 
some  few  crowns  of  w:igcs  were  still  due  to  me :  aUo  llial 
I  chose  to  go,  bke  a  free  joumeymun.  where  it  pleased  me, 
knowing  I  <lid  wrong  to  no  man.  My  new  m.-Lsler  then  put  in 
with  his  exctises.  saying  that  he  bad  not  asked  me  to  come, 
and  tliat  I  sliould  gratify  him  by  returning  with  PircnKuola. 
To  this  I  replied  that  I  was  not  aware  of  wronsing  the  latter 
in  liny  way,  and  as  I  had  completed  his  commissions,  I  chose 
to  be  my  own  master  and  not  the  man  of  others,  and  tlut  be 
who  wanted  me  must  beg  me  of  mj-self.  Fircniuola  cried  : 
"  1  don't  inteiid  to  beg  you  of  yourself :  1  have  done  with  you  ; 
don't  show  yourself  again  upon  my  premises."  I  reminded  him 
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of  tlic  money  he  owed  mc.  He  laughed  me  in  the  face  ;  on 
which  I  said  that  if  I  knew  how  to  use  my  loots  in  handicraft 
as  well  as  he  bad  seen,  I  could  be  qitile  as  clever  with  my  sword 
in  claimini^  the  just  payment  of  my  labour.  While  wc  were 
exchanKinf!  these  words,  an  old  man  happened  to  come  up, 
called  Maestn)  Antonio,  of  San  Marino,  He  was  the  chief 
amoiig  the  Roman  gnUUniiths,  and  had  ticeii  Firen/uola's 
mxtter.  Hearing  what  1  had  to  say,  whicli  I  took  good  care 
that  he  should  understand,  he  immediately  espoused  my  cause, 
and  b:ide  Firenzuola  pay  me.  The  dispute  w;ixed  warm, 
because  FirenxuoU  was  an  admirable  sword«man.  far  better 
Uian  he  was  a  goldsmith.  Yet  reason  made  itself  heard  ;  and 
I  backed  my  cause  with  Uic  same  spirit,  till  I  got  myself  p:iJd. 
In  course  of  lime  Firenzuola  and  1  became  friends,  and  at 
his  request  I  stood  godfather  to  one  of  bis  children. 


XV 

I  went  onworkinR  with  Pagolo  Areago,  and  earned  a  good 
deal  of  money,  the  greater  part  of  which  I  always  sent  to  m? 
good  father.  At  the  end  of  two  years,  upon  my  fatlicr's  en- 
trciity,  I  returned  to  Horeocc,  and  put  myself  once  more 
under  Francesco  Satimbene,  with  wliom  I  earned  a  great 
deal,  and  took  continual  pains  to  improve  in  my  art.  1  re- 
newed my  intimacy  willi  Francesco  di  Filippo ;  an<l  thotigh  I 
was  too  much  given  to  pleasure,  owing  to  that  accursed  music, 
I  never  neglected  to  devote  some  hours  of  the  day  or  night  to 
study.  At  tliat  time  I  fashioned  a  silver  hcart'a-kcy  (cAmvo- 
Qoore),  as  it  was  then  called.  This  was  a  girdle  three  inches 
broad,  which  used  to  be  made  for  bndes.  and  was  executed  in 
half  relief  with  some  small  figures  in  the  round,  ft  was  a 
commission  from  a  man  called  Raffacllo  Lajwccini.  I  was 
very  badly  paid ;  but  ttie  honour  which  it  brought  me  u'as 
worth  far  more  than  tlic  gain  I  might  have  justly  made  by  it. 
Having  at  Ibis  time  worked  with  many  different  persons  in 
Florence,  I  bad  come  to  know  some  worthy  men  among  the 
ftoldsmiths,  as,  tor  instance,  Marcone,  my  first  master ;  but  I 
ajso  met  with  otlicn?  reputed  honeiit,  who  did  all  (hey  could  to 
niin  mcand  rohbcd  me  ^lovtly.  WHicn  T  perceived  this,  I 
left  their  company,  and  held  tlietn  (m  Ihicvi-s  and  blackguards. 
One  of  the  goldsmiths,  called  Giovanbaltista  SofiUuiJ,  kindly 
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HEroommodntcd  ntc  wilh  pait  of  tiis  shop,  which  stood  at  the 
^^de  of  Ihc  New  M.irkvl  near  tlit   Landi's  hiiik.     Thfre  I 

Tinishvd  sc^'critT  prciiy  pio6c8.  and  madr  i; 1  ;:  lins.  and  was 

mblc  (o  give  my  fitniily  much  help,    Thi:.  luu^td  the  jealotay 
of  ihe  hM\  men  anmn^nny  former  maitterit,  wlio  were  called 

■  Salv.idnrc  and  Michcic  GtuscoDti.     In  tlte  guild  of  the  gold- 
smiths llicy  lia<l  three  IMesliops,  and  drove  a  tliriviriK  trade.   On 
becoming  au'src  of  their  evil  will  against  me,  1  cnmpl.ained  to 
ccrt.iin  woilhy  fi-llows,  and  remarked  that  they  ought  to  have 
been  satisfied  wilh  the  ifiievcries  they  practised  on  me  under 
_^thc  cloak  of  hj-pocriticnl  kmdncss.     Thiscoming  to  their  ean, 
Vthcy  threatened  to  make  me  sorely  repent  of  such  wortis ;  but 
Hi,  wtioJytsjKjjot  wliat  the  colour  of  fear  was,  paid  them  little 
Hot  no  Deed.  ~~"  ^ 


XVI 

'  It  chanced  one  day  that  I  was  leaning  against  a  shop  ol  one 
of  tliese  men,  who  calletl  out  to  me.  and  began  partly  re- 
proaching, partly  bullying.  I  answered  that  had  they  done 
their  duly  by  me,  I  should  have  .tpoken  uf  them  wliat  one 
speaks  uf  good  and  worthy  men ;  l>ut  as  Ihcy  had  done  the 
contrary,  tliey  ought  to  complain  of  tliemselves  and  not  of  me. 
While  1  was  standing  there  and  talking,  one  of  Ihcm,  named 
Ghcrardo  Guasconti.  their  cousin,  having  perhaps  l)cen  put  up 
to  it  by  them,  kiy  in  wait  till  a  beast  of  t>urdcn  went  by.'  it 
was  a  load  of  bricks.  When  the  load  rcache<l  me.  Gherardo 
puslied  it  so  violetitly  on  my  body  that  I  w;is  ver>'  much  hurt. 
Turning  suddenly  round  and  seeing  him  laughing,  1  struck  him 
such  a  blow  on  the  temple  that  he  fell  down,  stunned,  like  one 
dead.  Then  1  faced  round  to  his  cousins,  and  said  :  "  Tliat's 
the  way  to  treat  cowardly  thieves  of  your  sort ;"  and  when 
they  wanted  to  make  a  move  upon  me,  trusting  to  their 
numbers,  I,  whose  blood  was  now  well  up,  laid  hands  to  a 
httle  knife  1  had,  and  cried :  "  If  one  of  j-ou  comes  oat  of  tlie 
shop,  let  the  other  nin  for  the  confessor,  because  the  doctor 
will  have  nothing  to  do  here."  These  words  so  frightened 
thcni  th,it  not  one  stirred  to  help  tlicir  cousin.  As  soon  as  I 
had  gone,  the  fathers  and  sons  ran  to  the  Eight,  and  decl.ircd 
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that  I  had  assaulted  them  in  their  shops  witli  sword  in  liand,  a 
thing  which  had  never  yet  been  5«n:ii  in  Florence.  The 
RUtiistnitcs  had  me  sumtnoiied.  I  appeared  before  them; 
and  tliey  liegan  to  upbraid  and  cry  out  upon  me — (urtly,  I 
think,  because  tliey  saw  me  in  my  cloak,  while  the  others  were 
dressed  like  dti/ens  in  manllc  and  hood ;'  but  ;ils'i  l>eca»se 
my  adversaries  had  Iwen  to  the  houses  of  thnse  majjistr:»te.s. 
and  had  talked  Willi  all  of  tliem  in  private,  while  1,  inex- 
perienced in  such  matters,  had  not  spoken  to  any  of  them, 
trusting  in  the  goodness  of  my  cause.  I  said  that,  having  re- 
ceived such  outrage  and  insult  from  Gherardo.  and  in  my  fury 
having  only  given  him  a  box  on  the  car,  I  did  not  think  I  de- 
served such  a  vehement  reprimand.  I  had  hardly  time  (o 
finish  the  word  box,  before  I'linzivalle  della  Stufa,"  who  was 
one  of  die  Eight,  interrupted  me  by  sa>'ing  :  "  You  gave  him  a 
blow,  and  not  a  box,  on  the  ear."  Tlie  bell  was  rung  and  we 
were  all  ordered  out,  when  Prinzivalle  spoke  thus  in  my  de- 
fence to  his  brother  judges :  "  Mark,  sJts,  the  simplicitj-  of  this 
poor  yoong  man,  who  has  accused  himself  of  having  given  a 
box  on  the  car.  under  the  impression  that  this  is  of  less  import- 
ance than  a  blow;  whereas  a  box  on  the  car  in  the  New 
Market  carries  a  fine  of  t\venty-6ve  crowns,  while  a  blow  costs 
little  or  nothing.  He  is  a  young  man  of  admirable  talents,  and 
supports  his  poor  family  by  his  labour  in  great  abundance ;  I 
would  to  God  tliat  our  city  had  plenty  oi  this  sort,  instead  ol 
th«  present  deaitl)  ui  them." 

XVII 

Among  the  ma^strates  were  some  Radical  fellows  with 
tomed-iip  hoods,  who  had  l>een  influenced  by  the  entreaties 
and  the  calumiiiv.-i  of  my  op|x>nents,  because  thoy  ^ill  l>elonged 
to  the  party  of  Fra  Girolamo ;  and  these  men  would  have  had 
me  sent  to  prison  and  punished  without  too  close  a  reckoning.* 

■  Vfuchl  uyi  tbiil  a  nun  who  weot  aboul  wiih  only  hii  dcak  or  cape  bj 
davtioic,  if  ti«  verc  oat  a  Mildici.  wtf  rctnin)  >a  ill-liTcr.  The  Florenliae 
diueo*  at  I  hi*  tltnc  uili  wore  theii  MoaeMtirU  drcu  of  the  loag  gpwn  ittd 

*  Tfai*  man  ma  a»  uieol  lufipocta  of  Ibe  MeiHd.  and  in  1510  oqpiiaei 
a  Mosjiincy  in  tbrir  favour  a^BM  th«  Gonidonici  SodcrinL 

'  Cellini  olli  ihcsemapitralcaamfMt^MartfA^^itf.'i.a  lermconcapooiSng 
to  nni  KcHmdheaiis.  Tlie  demooaiic  1^  ■Rit.n)cdia*n  paitv  la  Flomicc  at 
thai  time,  «bo  adkoeil  to  Ibc  republican  |>i>9Kij<lc*  of  Pra  GtralMM  !%ania- 
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But  the  good  Prinzivalle  put  a  stop  to  th;it.  So  thty  sen- 
tenced mc  to  pay  four  measures  ot  Hour,  which  were  to  be 
given  as  alms  to  the  nunnery  of  the  Murate.'  1  w:ls  called  in 
again ;  and  he  ordered  me  not  to  Hpeak  a  word  uriikr  pain 
of  their  displeasure,  and  to  perform  the  sentence  they  had 
passed.  Tlien.  after  giving  mc  another  sharp  rebuke,  they 
sent  us  to  the  chancellor ;  I  muttering  »I1  the  while,  "  It  was  a 
slap  and  not  a  blow,"  with  whidi  we  left  the  Eight  bursting 
with  laughter.  Tlic  cltauccllor  bound  us  over  upon  tail  on 
both  sides ;  but  only  I  was  punished  by  having  to  pay  the  four 
measures  of  meal.  Albeit  just  then  I  felt  as  though  I  had 
been  massacred,  I  sent  for  one  of  my  cousins,  called  Maestro 
Aanibale,  tlie  surgeon,  father  of  Messer  Librodoro  Librodori, 
deriring  that  be  should  go  bail  for  mc.'  He  refused  to  come, 
which  made  mc  so  angry,  that,  fuming  with  fury  and  swelling 
like  an  asp,  I  took  a  desperate  resolve.  At  this  point  one  may 
observe  l)ow  the  start  do  not  so  much  sway  as  force  onr 
conduct.  WHien  I  rellccted  on  tlie  great  obligations  which 
tliis  Armibiale  owed  my  family,  my  rage  grew  to  such  a  pitch 
that,  turning  wholly  to  evil,  and  being  also  by  nature  some- 
what choleric,  I  waited  till  the  magistrates  h.td  gone  to  dinner ; 
and  when  I  was  alone,  and  observed  that  none  of  their  oFTicerv 
were  watching  ine,  in  the  Ere  of  my  nngcf,  I  left  the  [ubce, 
run  to  my  sliop,  seized  a  dagger,  and  rushed  to  tlte  house  of 
my  enemies,  who  were  at  home  and  shop  togctlier.  I  found 
Uiem  at  table  ;  and  Oheraido.  who  had  been  the  cause  of  the 
quarrel,  flung  himself  upon  me.  1  stabbed  him  in  the  breast, 
pierdng  doublet  and  jerkin  throngh  and  through  to  the  shirt, 
without  however  grazing  his  flesh  or  doing  him  the  least  harm 
in  the  world.  \Vlien  I  felt  my  hand  go  in,  and  heard  the 
clothes  tCitr.  I  tliought  tliat  I  had  killetl  him  ;  and  seeing  htm 
fall  terror-struck  to  earlli,  I  cried ;  "Traitora,  this  day  is  the 
day  on  which  I  mean  to  murder  you  all."  Father,  niotlier, 
and  sisters,  thinking  the  last  day  had  come,  threw  tliemsclres 
upon  their   knees,  screaming  out  for  mercy  with  all  their 

Hofei,  dbtlnciiUhed  ihemelvca  by  wmrin^  ibclong  tiili  nfiheli  honU  Ivltitd 
Wp  lad  ratntil  found  thcii  beul*.  CelUni  tbowi  iiis  Mcllcmn  (ympfttbla  bf 
Bang  Ihii  ccnlcmptDCHU  Mm,  and  bf  Ihe  bonuursblc  meniiun  he  makn  M 
rrinzinUe  dtlla  Sloh. 

I  A  ooimol  of  cloxly  immnrcil  num. 

■  The  went  I  han  Uanttnlc-I  miiiatrtil  abo**  \%  anatiimae.  It  occur* 
freqiieally  in  luliaii  of  thU  p«Tioil.  and  Indicate*  tiK  ntrcmity  of  wTong  and 


e,i 


s8  LIFE  OF  BENVENUTO  CELLINI 

micht ;  but  I  ]>c[cciving  that  they  oHcrcd  no  resistance,  and 
th»t  he  was  stretched  for  dead  upon  the  ground,  thought  it 
too  tKise  a  thing  to  touch  tticm.  I  ran  Etorming  down  the 
staircase  ;  and  when  I  reached  the  street.  1  found  ail  the  rest 
ol  the  household,  more  Uian  twelve  jieisons ;  one  of  them  had 
seized  an  iron  sh(wel,  another  a  thick  iron  pipe,  one  had  an 
anvil,  some  of  tliem  hammci^,  and  sonic  cudgels.  When  I 
sot  among  them,  raging  hkc  a  mad  bull,  I  flung  four  or  five  to 
(he  earth,  and  fell  down  with  them  myself,  continually  aiming 
my  dagger  now  at  one  and  now  at  another.  Those  who 
remained  upright  plied  both  hands  with  all  their  force,  giving 
it  me  with  hammers,  cudgels,  and  .anvil;  but  inasmuch  as 
God  docs  sometimes  mercifully  Intervene,  He  so  ordered  that 
Dcitlier  they  nor  I  did  any  harm  to  one  anotlicr.  I  only  lost 
my  cap.  on  which  my  adversaries  seijced,  tliough  they  had  run 
away  from  it  licfore,  and  struck  at  it  with  all  tlieir  weapons. 
AiteiAV-irds,  tliey  searched  among  their  dead  and  wuuni 
and  saw  Ui.it  not  a  single  man  was  iRJUTcd. 


XVIII. 

I  went  off  in  the  direction  of  Santa  Maria  Novella,  and 
sfuiiibling  up  against  Fra  Alcssio  Strozzi,  whom  b>'  ttie  way 
I  did  nt)t  know,  I  entreated  this  good  (riar  for  the  love  of  God 
to  save  my  hfc,  since  I  had  committed  a  great  fault.  He  told 
mc  to  have  no  (car ;  for  bad  I  done  every  sin  in  the  world,  I 
was  yet  in  perfect  safety  in  his  little  cell. 

After  about  an  hour,  the  Eight,  in  an  extraordinary  meeting, 
caused  one  ol  the  most  dreadful  bans  which  ever  were  heard 
of  to  be  published  :igainst  me,  annrmndng  heavy  penalties 
against  who  should  harbour  me  or  know  where  I  was.  without 
n^ard  to  place  or  to  the  qwility  of  my  protector.  My  poor 
afflicted  father  went  to  the  Eight,  ttirew  himselt  upon  his 
knees,  and  iira>-ed  for  mercy  for  his  uiifurttmale  younjt  son. 
Thereupon  one  of  those  Radical  fellows,  sliaktng  tlie  crest  of 
hi)  turisted  hood,  stood  up  and  addressed  my  father  with 
these  insulting  words:'  "Get  np  from  there,  and  begone  at 

A'  attflli  mrrmtll'tti  ttgttnde  la  frtila  JiSlt  armmnata  caf/itait.     Sm 
36. 


■bove,  p.  So.     Thf  demociatt  ia  Cellini'i  dayi  wv re  c*llt<]  «t  Florenn  Arra*^ 

UaU  a»  AfT&vi.'Uli.     In  ibedap  ofSavn        

ta  the  ulln'Meiliccka  |JVtr  oi  PatlMcbi. 
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,  lor  to-morrow  we  sliall  send  your  son  into  the  country 
tlic  L'uiccs."'  My  poor  father  had  still  the  spirit  to 
answer:  "What  God  shall  have  ordained,  that  will  you  do, 
and  not  a  jot  ot  little  more."  Wheret(i  tlie  same  man  replied 
that  (or  certain  Ood  had  ord^iined  »s  lie  had  Kpoken.  My 
father  said  :  "The  thouKhl  consoles  me  tliat  you  do  not  know 
for  certain  ; "  and  qiiitling  their  presence,  he  came  to  visit  ine, 
together  with  a  younK  man  of  my  own  age,  called  Picro  di 
Giovanni  Landi — we  loved  one  another  as  though  we  bad 
been  brothers. 

Under  hJs  mantle  Uie  lad  carried  a  first-iate  sword  and  a 
qilcndid  coat  of  mail ;  and  when  they  found  me,  my  brave 
bitbcr  told  mc  what  had  happened,  and  what  the  magistrates 
bad  said  to  him.     Then  he  kissed  ine  on  the  forehead  and 
both  eyes,  and  gave  mc  his  hearty  blessing,  saying ;   "  May 
the  power  and  goodness  of  Ood  be  your  protection  ; "  and 
reaching  mc  the  sword  and  annour,  he  helped  mc  with  his 
,Own  liandx  to  put  Uiem  on.     A([er\\-ards  he  added  :   "Ob, 
ny  ({ood  son,  with  these  arnu  In  thy  hand  thou  shalt  either 
Ive  or  die."     I'ier  Landi,  who  was  present,  kept  shedding 
and  when  he  had  given  mc  ten  golden  crowns.   I 
'bade  him  remove  a  few  hairs  from  my  chin,  which  were  the 
fint  down  of  my  manhood.     Ktate  Alcssio  disguised  me  like 

t friar  and  gave  mc  a  Lay  brother  to  go  with  me.*  Quitting 
e  convent,  and  issuing  from  tlie  city  t>y  the  gate  of  t'ralo, 
went  along  the  walls  as  far  as  the  Piajiza  di  Sati  Gatlo. 
lien  I  ascended  the  slope  of  Monlui,  and  in  one  of  the  first 
houses  there  I  found  a  man  called  II  Urassuccio,  own  brother 
to  Messer  Benedetto  da  Monte  Varchi.*     I  hung  off  my  monk's 

kdothes,  and  became  once  more  a  man.  Then  we  mounted 
two  horses,  which  were  waiting  there  for  us,  and  went  by 
bight  to  Siena.  Grassuodo  returned  to  Florence,  soajtht  out 
my  father,  and  gave  him  the  news  of  my  safe  escape.  In 
the  excess  of  his  joy,  it  seemed  a  thousand  years  to  my 
father  till  he  should  meet  that  member  of  the  Eight  who  bad 


^own 
MBiygi 
^Bve  0 
Jtears: 


T  ■  iMKiittti.  That  u  lotnc  dosbt  aboul  ihU  vrord.  &ul  it  deuly  nicaiu 
nten  umol  wiib  luica.  u  th«  dispoul  of  Ihe  Sl);naiy. 

'  Vn  ttmtrtt.  ui  itlcniUnt  on  the  mnnLi. 

*  Bmnlciio  da  Mi»iie  VArchl  wan  ilic  Mklimed  iMCt,Kbolsr,  and  hlttoriaa 
of  Flartece.  I>c«ier  kni>wnu  Vucbi.  AsulhcroThH  bcMhcn  wu>  lOijnicUn 
c(  high  Kvuu  al  Klrunm.  They  comiiuKd  IhrougtkOat  CclliDi'i  life  to  Un 
CB  Icna*  o(  inliaacx  with  him. 
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insulted  liim  ;  and  u-bcn  lie  ome  across  Uie  man,  tte  said : 
"Sec  you,  Antoiiio,  that  it  was  God  who  knew  what  had  to 
happen  to  my  son.  and  not  yourself  ? "  To  which  the  (ellow 
answered  :  "  Only  let  him  get  another  time  into  our  clntches ! " 
And  my  father :  "  I  shall  spend  my  time  in  thanking  God  that 
He  has  rescued  him  from  that  fate," 


^ 


XIX 

At  Siena  I  waited  for  the  mail  to  Rome,  which  I  afterwards 
joined  :  and  when  we  passed  the  Paglia.  wc  met  a  courier 
carrjing  news  of  the  new  Pope,  Clement  VII.  Upon  my 
arrival  in  Rome,  I  went  to  work  in  the  shop  of  the  master- 
goklsmith  Santi.  He  was  dead  ;  but  a  son  of  his  carried  on 
tile  business.  He  did  not  work  himself,  but  entrusted  all  liis 
commissions  to  a  young  man  named  Lucaflnolo  from  Icsi,  a 
country  fclluw,  who  while  yet  a  child  liad  come  into  Sanli's 
ser\'ioe.  Tlii.t  man  was  shod  but  well  pfoportioncd,  and  was 
a  more  skJIiul  craftHn^m  tlian  any  One  whom  1  had  met  with 
up  to  that  time ;  renurkat>Ie  for  fadlily  and  excellent  in 
design.  He  executed  large  pbte  only  ;  tliat  is  to  say,  vases 
of  the  utmost  beauty,  basons,  and  such  pieces.'  Having  put 
myself  to  work  there,  I  began  to  make  some  candelabra  for 
tlie  bishop  of  &ilamanca,  a  Spaniard.*  'I'ticy  were  richly 
chased,  ao  far  as  that  sort  of  work  admits.  A  pupil  of 
RiflaeUo  da  Urbino  called  Gian  Francesco,  and  commonly 
known  a.s  [I  Fattore,  was  a  pointer  of  great  ability  ;  and  t>cing 
on  terms  of  friendsliip  witli  tlie  Bishop,  he  introduced  me  to 
his  favour,  so  that  I  obtained  many  coromissiDns  from  that 
prelate,  and  earned  considerable  sums  of  money.' 

During  th.it  time  1  went  to  draw,  sometimes  in  Michel  Agnolo's 
cliai>cl,  and  sometimes  in  the  house  of  Agostino  Chigi  of  Sien.i, 
which  contained  many  incomparable  paintings  by  the  hand  of 
that  great  master  Raffaello,'  This  I  did  on  feast-days,  because 
the  house  was  tlien  inhabited  by  Met«er  Gismondo,  Agostino's 

'  CclliB)  calls  Itai  rmuria. 

■  Don  Knnceico  de  Bahadilb.  He  cam«  U  Rome  in  t$l7,  «u  ibnl  op 
with  ClemeU  in  die  Ouile  of  S.  Angelo  in  ijz?,  and  died  tn  1S19.  after  hi* 
mura  10  Spdn. 

*  TUi  (ttiuer,  i-iia  FrMiceMo  Penal,  iiinum«>l  II  fuuitt,  tiiM  RuihMl 
IB  hk  Romui  beicon  uid  wu  noch  liciavRl  lijp  him,  Toiiether  vhfa  GUdiv 
ttooaBo  be  Gomjileted  the  intjieifeet  -SIwim  of  Iho  Vatkaa. 

*  CeUiai  b«n  allaila  to  Uc  Siitiac  Cbafiel  mhI  to  Ibt  VUb  Kunetina  id 
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They  plumed  Ihemsclves  exccedinf^y  when  they 
ftw  young  men  of  my  sort  cominR  to  study  in  tlidr  palaces. 
Gismondo's  wife,  nolicinf;  my  frequent  presence  in  tliat  house 
— ^he  w.-is  a  lady  as  courteous  us  could  be,  and  of  surpassing 
bcuily — came  up  to  ine  one  day,  looked  at  my  drawings,  and 
asked  mc  if  1  was  a  sculptor  or  3  painter ;  to  whom  1  said  I 
WAS  a  goldsmith.  She  remarked  Uial  1  drew  too  well  for  a 
goldsmith  ;  and  having  made  one  of  her  waiting- maids  bring 
a  lily  of  the  finest  diamonds  set  in  gold,  she  showed  it  to  me. 
and  bade  me  value  it.  1  valued  it  at  800  crowns.  Then  she 
said  that  1  had  very  nearly  hit  the  mark,  and  asked  me 
wbetlier  I  felt  capal>le  of  setting  the  stone»  really  well.  1  said 
tbat  1  sliould  much  like  to  do  so,  and  began  t>eforc  her  eyes  to 
make  a  little  sketch  for  it,  working  all  tlic  better  because  of 
the  pleasure  I  took  in  conversing  with  so  lovely  and  agreeable 
a  gentlewoman.  When  the  sketch  was  linishcd,  another 
Koman  lady  of  great  beauty  joined  us ;  she  had  been  above, 
and  now  descending  to  the  ground-floor,  asked  Madonna 
Porxia  wliat  she  was  doing  there.  She  answered  with  a 
smile  :  "  I  .im  amusing  myself  by  watching  this  worthy  young 
auin  at  his  drawing ;  be  Is  as  good  as  he  is  handsome."  1  had 
by  this  time  acquired  a  trifle  of  assurance,  mixed,  however, 
with  some  honest  bashfulness ;  so  I  blushed  and  s;ud  :  "Such 
as  1  am.  lady,  I  shall  ever  be  most  ready  to  serve  yon."  The 
gentlewoman,  also  shghtly  blushing,  s-iid  :  "  You  know  well 
that  1  want  >'ou  to  serve  me  ; "  and  reaching  me  the  lUy,  told 
me  to  take  it  away ;  and  gave  me  besides  twenty  golden 
crowns  which  she  tiad  in  her  bag,  and  added  :  "Set  me  the 
)ewe]  after  tlie  fxthion  you  h.ive  sketched,  and  keep  for  mc 
the  old  gold  in  which  it  is  now  set."  On  this  the  Ronum  lady 
obecTVcd :  "If  1  were  in  that  young  man's  body,  1  should 
go  oS  without  asking  leave."  Madonna  l\>rxia  replied  tliat 
virtues  mrely  are  at  home  with  vices,  and  that  if  I  did  such  a 
thing,  I  sliuuld  strongly  belie  my  good  looks  of  an  honest  man. 
Then  turning  round,  slie  took  the  Roman  lady's  hand,  and 
Willi  a  pleasant  smile  -t-iid  ;  "  Farewell.  Benvenuto."  I  sta>'ed 
on  a  short  while  at  the  drawing  1  was  making,  which  was  a 
copy  of  a  Jove  by  RafTaello.  When  I  had  finished  it  and  left 
^Ibe  house,  1  set  myself  to  naking  a  little  model  of  was.  in 

e,  boUl  br  fi«  SfcncK  bMiltM,  Acestino  Cliii^.    Il  «m  here  thai 
»fbMi  ptUMUd  hi*  Cibun  mi  IW  wImIb  UUt  of  CapQl  aad  l^jKhe. 
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order  to  show  bow  the  jewel  would  look  when  it  was  com* 
pictcd.  I'his  t  took  to  Madonna  Porzia,  whom  I  found  with 
the  same  Konuin  lady.  Both  o(  them  were  hif^hly  satished 
witli  my  work,  an<l  treated  nie  so  kindly  that,  being  minewhat 
emboldened,  I  promised  the  jewel  should  be  twice  as  good  six 
the  model.  Accordingly  I  set  liruid  to  it,  and  in  twels'e  days  I 
liaished  it  in  tlie  form  of  a  ficur-de-lys,  as  1  tiave  said  atxive, 
ornamenting  it  with  little  masks,  children,  and  animals,  ex* 
qiiidlely  enamelled,  whereby  tlie  diamonds  which  lormed  the 
lily  were  moic  than  doubled  in  cUcct. 


XX 

While  I  was  wotldng  at  this  piece,  Lucagnolo,  of  wliose 
ability  I  have  before  spoken,  showed  considerable  discontent, 
telling  me  over  and  over  again  that  I  might  acquire  far  more 
profit  and  honour  by  helping  him  to  execute  t.trjjc  plate,  as  I 
had  done  at  first.  I  nude  him  answer  that,  whenever  1  chose. 
[  sliould  alwa>'s  he  cafiahte  of  working  at  great  silver  pieces ; 
but  that  things  like  Uiat  on  which  I  was  now  engaged  were 
not  commissioned  every  day  ;  and  beside  their  bringing  no  Ic&s 
honour  tlian  large  silver  plate,  there  was  also  more  profit  to  be 
made  by  them.  He  laughed  me  in  tlie  face,  and  said  :  "  Wait 
and  9CC,  Benvenuto ;  for  by  die  time  that  yon  have  linislied 
tliat  work  of  yours,  I  will  make  haste  to  have  finished  titis 
vase,  which  I  took  in  hand  when  you  did  the  jewel ;  and  llien 
experience  shall  teach  you  what  profit  I  aboil  get  from  my 
vase,  and  what  you  will  get  from  your  ornament."  I  answered 
that  I  was  very  gl:id  indeed  to  enter  into  such  a  competition 
with  so  good  a  craftsman  as  he  was,  because  the  end  would 
show  which  of  us  was  mist;ikcn.  Accoidiiigty  lx>th  the  one 
and  the  other  of  us,  with  a  scornful  smile  up'>n  our  tips,  bent 
our  heads  in  grim  earnest  to  the  work,  wtiicli  tiotli  were 
now  desirous  of  accomplishing ;  so  that  after  about  ten  days, 
each  had  finished  his  undertaking  with  great  delicacy  and 
artistic  skill. 

Lucagnoto's  was  a  huge  silver  piece,  used  at  the  table  of 
Pope  Clement,  into  whidi  he  flung  away  bits  of  bone  and  the 
rind  of  divers  fruits,  wlule  catiiiK ;  an  object  of  ostenlation 
ratlicr  than  necessity.  The  vase  was  adorned  witli  two  fine 
handles,  together  with  toaay  masks,  both  small  and  great,  and 
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Ruuses  ot  lovely  foliage,  in  as  exquisite  a  st^c  of  eloeance  as 
could  be  imagined  ;  on  seeing  which  I  said  it  was  the  moat 
beautiful  vase  that  ever  1  set  eyes  on,  I'liinking  he  had 
coitvtnced  me,  L(it;agnolo  replied  :  "  Your  work  seems  to  me 
no  less  ticauliful,  but  we  shall  soon  perceive  tlie  difference 
between  the  two."  So  lie  took  his  va«e  and  carried  it  to  the 
Pope,  who  was  very  well  pleased  with  it,  and  ordered  at  once 
thai  he  should  be  paid  at  the  ordinary  rate  of  audi  large  plate. 
Meanwhile  I  carried  mine  to  Madonna  Porzia,  who  looked  at 
it  with  astonishment,  and  told  me  I  had  far  surp.isscd  my  pro- 
mise. TJien  she  biide  me  ask  for  my  rcwanl  wh.itevcr  I  liked ; 
lor  it  seemed  to  licr  my  desert  was  so  great  that  if  I  craved 
a  castle  slie  could  hardly  rcoomjiense  me  ;  but  since  that  was 
not  in  her  hands  to  bestow,  she  added  laughing  that  I  must 
beg  what  lay  within  her  power.  1  answered  that  the  greatest 
reward  1  could  desire  for  my  labour  was  to  have  satisfied 
her  ladj-ship.  Then,  smiling  in  my  turn,  and  bowing  to  her, 
1  took  my  leave,  saying  I  wanted  no  reward  but  that.  She 
turned  to  (he  Roman  lady  and  said  :  "  You  see  that  the  quali- 
ties we  discerned  in  him  arc  companicd  by  virtues,  and  not 
vices."  They  both  expressed  their  admiration,  and  then 
Madonna  Portia  continued:  "Friend  Bcnvenulo,  have  )'ou 
never  heard  it  said  that  when  the  pour  give  (o  the  rich,  the 
devil  laughs  ? "  1  rcphcd ;  "  Qnilc  true  I  and  yet,  in  the  midst 
of  all  his  troubles,  I  should  like  this  lime  to  see  him  laugh  ; " 
'ftnd  as  I  took  my  leave,  she  said  tliat  tliis  time  slie  had  no  will 
lo  bestow  on  him  that  favour. 

Wfaen  I  came  back  lo  the  sliop,  Lucagoolo  had  tlic  money 
for  his  vase  in  a  paper  packet ;  and  on  my  arrival  he  cried 
out :  "  Come  and  comjiare  the  price  of  your  jewel  wilh  the 
price  of  my  plate."     I  said  that  he  must  leave  things  as  tliey 

I  were  till  tiie  next  day,  because  I  hoped  that  even  :ls  my  work 
in  its  kind  was  not  less  excellent  than  his,  so  I  should  be  able 
to  show  him  quite  an  equal  price  for  it 
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On  the  day  following,  Madonna  Porzia  sent  a  major>domo 
of  her*  to  my  stiop,  who  called  me  out,  and  putting  into  ray 
hands  a  paper  packet  full  oi  money  from  his  lady,  told  me 
that  slic  did  not  choose  the  devil  should  have  his  whole 
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laugli  out :  by  which  slic  hinted  that  the  monc}-  sent 
was  not  the  entire  payment  merited  by  my  industry,  a 
other  messages  were  added  worthy  o(  so  courteous  a  lady. 
Lucagnolo,  who  was  burning  to  compare  his  packet  with 
mine,  burst  into  the  sliop ;  then  in  the  presence  of  twelve 
journeymen  and  some  neighbours,  eager  to  behold  the 
result  of  this  competition,  he  seized  his  packet,  scornfully 
exclaiming  "  Ou  I  oul"  three  or  four  times,  while  he  poured 
his  money  on  the  counter  with  a  great  noise.  They  were 
twenty-five  ci'owns  in  giuhos ;  and  he  fancied  that  mine 
would  be  four  or  five  crowns  di  woneta.^  I  for  my  part, 
stunned  and  stilled  by  his  cries,  and  by  the  looks  and  smiles 
of  the  bystanders,  hrst  peeped  into  my  packet  ;  then,  after 
seeing  that  it  contained  nothing  but  gold,  1  retired  to  one  end 
of  the  counter,  and.  keeping  my  eyes  lowered  and  making 
no  noise  at  :ill,  I  lifted  it  with  both  hands  suddenly  above 
uy  head,  and  emptied  it  like  a  mill  hopper.'  My  coin  was 
twice  as  much  as  his  i  which  caused  the  onlookers,  who  h:Kl 
fixed  their  eyes  on  me  with  some  derision,  to  turn  round 
suddenly  to  him  and  say:  "Lucafinolo,  Bcnvenuto's  pieces, 
being  all  of  gold  and  twice  as  many  as  yours,  make  a  far  finer 
effect."  I  thought  for  cei-tain  tliat,  what  with  jealousy  and 
what  with  shame,  Lucagnolo  would  have  fallen  dead  upon 
the  spot ;  and  though  he  took  the  third  part  of  my  gain, 
since  I  was  a  journeyman  (for  such  is  the  custom  of  tlie  trade, 
two-tliirds  fall  to  the  workman  and  one-third  to  Ihe  masters 
of  the  shop),  yet  incon-siderale  envy  had  more  power  in  him 
than  avarice  :  it  ought  indeed  to  luive  worked  quite  the  olhcr 
way,  be  being  a  pc-iauit's  son  from  lesl.  He  cursed  his  art 
and  those  who  taught  it  him,  vowing  that  tlienccfortli  he 
would  never  work  at  large  plate,  but  give  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  those  whoreson  gcwg.iws,  since  tlicy  were  so  well 
paid.  Equally  enraged  on  my  side,  I  answered  that  every 
bird  sang  its  own  note ;  that  he  talked  after  Ihe  fashion  of 
the  hovels  he  came  from;  but  tliat  I  dared  swe.-ir  that  I  should 
tuccecd  with  case  in  making  his  lubberly  luml^er,  white  lie 


*  SmJi  Ji  £fu/i  ind  uuM  Ji  mnuia.  Th«  giuih  wu  >  nlvcr  coio  woith 
56  liBlinn  cntiiiict.  Tho  tttidi  di  msnti^  wu  wonh  tngiatifi.  C«Iliai  wu 
paid  In  coUkn  crouni,  wliich  hul  ■  much  hichci  value.  The  iciija  ind  the 
JiHaSe  al  iYin  epoch  were  reckoDcd  al  7  tin,  ifie  iira  Bl  20  itiJi. 

*  Tlie  pick«t  BBS  (usael-thipcd,  and  Cellini  pouted  the  colna  ovi  from  tlie 
bnud  end. 
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would  never  be  successful  in  my  whoreson  gew^ws.'  Thus 
I  Hung  off  is  a  passion,  telling  him  tluil  I  wouUl  soon  show 
Uui  tliAl  I  spoke  truth.  The  byslaiiilcrK  cipenly  declared 
pil^nst  him,  holding  him  (or  a  lout,  as  indeed  he  was,  and 
me  for  a  man,  as  I  had  proved  myself. 


I 


XXII 

Next  day,  I  went  to  thank  Madonna  Porxia,  and  (old  tier 
that  her  ladysliip  had  done  the  opposite  of  what  she  said  she 
would  :  (or  that  while  I  wanted  to  make  the  devil  laugh,  she 
had  made  him  once  more  deny  God.  Wc  both  laughed 
pU-asantly  at  this,  and  she  gave  mc  other  commissions  (or  line 
and  substantia)  work. 

Meanwhile,  1  contrived,  by  means  of  a  pupil  of  RaH;iello  da 
Urbino,  to  get  an  order  from  the  Bishop  of  Salamanca  for  one 
of  lho«e  great  water-vessels  called  acguereecia,  which  are  used 
for  ornaments  to  place  on  si<lelioards.  He  wanted  a  pair 
made  of  equal  size  ;  and  one  of  them  he  intrusted  to  Lucagiiolo^ 
the  other  to  me.  Giovan  Fraiicejco,  the  jiainter  I  have  men- 
tioned, gave  us  the  design.*  Accordingly  I  set  hand  with 
marvellous  good-will  to  this  piece  of  plate,  and  was  accom- 
modated with  a  part  of  his  workshop  by  a  MiLincse  named 
Maestro  Giovan  Picro  dclla  Tacca,  Having  made  my  pre- 
parations, I  calculated  how  much  money  I  should  need  (or 
certain  affairs  of  my  own,  and  sent  all  the  rest  to  assist  my 
poor  father. 

It  so  hapi^ened  ttiat  just  when  this  was  being  paid  to  him  la 
Florence,  he  stumbled  upon  one  of  those  Radicals  who  were 
in  the  Eight  at  tlie  time  when  I  got  into  that  Uttlc  trouble 
there.  It  was  the  vcr>-  man  who  had  abused  him  so  rudely, 
and  who  swore  that  I  should  certainly  l>c  sent  into  the  country 
with  the  lances.  Now  this  fellow  h:id  some  suits  of  very  bad 
morals  and  repute  ;  wherefore  my  father  said  to  him  :  "  Mis- 
fortunes can  happen  to  anybody,  especially  to  men  of  choleric 
humour  when  they  are  in  the  right,  even  as  it  happened  to  my 
•on ;  but  let  the  rest  of  his  life  bear  witness  how  virtuously  I 
have  brought  him  up.  Would  God,  for  your  well-being,  that 
your  tons  may  act  neither  worse  nor  better  ta«-ard  you  than 

'  The  (iro  llanf;  phiuci  IruiiUtnl  sbovc  Ut  ttrMUru  Vii  /egiuuirit. 
'  Tlul  ^  II  Fiilote.    See  *lo*«,  p.  JOh 
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nitne  do  to  mc,  God  rendered  me  able  to  bring  them  up  as 
have  done ;  and  where  my  own  power  could  not  reacli,  'lw.-u 
He  who  rescued  them,  against  your  expectation,  out  of  your 
violent  h^nds."  On  leaving  the  man,  he  vm>te  me  all  thii 
story,  t>cKt;ini|!  me  (or  God's  sake  to  practise  music  at  times, 
in  order  Ihal  I  might  not  K>3e  the  line  acoomptishinent  which 
he  had  taught  me  with  such  trouble.  The  letter  so ovcrDowcd 
with  expressions  of  tlic  Icndercst  fatherly  adcction,  tliat  I  was 
moved  to  tears  of  filial  piety,  resolving,  bctore  be  died,  to 
gratify  him  amply  with  regard  to  music.  Thus  God  grants 
us  Uiose  lawful  blessings  which  we  ask  in  pra>'er,  nothing 
doubting. 

xxni 

While  1  was  pushing  forward  Salamanca's  vase,  I  had  only 
one  little  boy  as  help,  whom  I  had  taken  at  the  entreaty  ol 
friends,  and  half  against  my  own  will,  to  be  my  workman. 
He  was  about  fourteen  >'car8  of  age,  tx>re  the  name  of  Pan- 
ItDO,  and  was  son  to  a  Roman  burgess,  who  lived  upon  the 
income  of  his  property,  Paulino  was  the  best- mannered,  the 
most  honest,  and  the  most  beautiful  boy  I  ever  saw  in  my 
whole  life.  His  modest  ways  and  actions,  together  with  his 
superlative  beauty  and  his  devotion  lo  myself,  bred  in  me 
as  great  an  affection  (or  him  as  a  man's  brenst  can  hold.  This 
passionate  love  led  nie  oftentimes  to  delight  tlie  lad  with 
music :  for  I  obser^'ed  that  his  mar\'ellous  features,  which  by 
complexion  wore  a  tone  of  modest  niclaiii.hoIy,  brighleneil 
up,  and  when  1  took  my  cornet,  broke  into  a  smile  so  lovely 
and  so  sweet,  that  I  do  not  mar^-el  at  the  silly  stories  which 
the  Greeks  have  written  about  the  deities  ol  heaven.  In- 
deed, if  my  boy  tiad  lived  in  those  times,  he  would  probably 
have  tunted  their  heads  still  more.*  He  tind  a  sister,  named 
Faustina,  more  beautiful,  I  verily  believe,  than  that  Faustina 
about  whom  the  old  books  gossip  so.  Sometimes  he  took 
me  to  tlicir  vineyard,  and,  so  far  as  1  could  judge,  it  stnick 
me  that  Pauhno's  good  father  would  have  welcomed  me 
33  a  son-in-law,  lliis  affair  led  me  to  play  more  tlian  I 
was  used  to  do. 

It  happened  at  that  time  that  one  Giangiacomo  of  Cescna,  a 

'  Cli  Atttit/aiafiititinriJ/gai^ktri!  wooU  have  Ultcn  Ihcm  uUI  uaoic 
off  Ihe  UoifM, 
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amitctaii  in  the  Pope'i  band,  and  a  very  excellent  pcrfnrmer, 
•cnt  word  Ihnmith  Lorenio,  tlie  Iruinpclcr  of  Lucca,  who  is  now 
in  our  Duke'i  len-icc,  to  inquire  wlielher  I  wm  inclined  to  help 
Ihcm  at  the  Pofic'i  FcmiKoUo,  playinjt  soprano  with  ray  comet 
in  nne  aiotel-^  nf  K>cat  l>eauty  selected  by  them  (or  that 
occaiten.'  AltlmuRh  I  bad  the  greatest  desire  to  finish  the 
vaw  I  had  l>efitin,  yet,  dnce  mtuJc  lias  a  \voii<lroiia  cliami  ol 
lla  own,  and  also  because  I  wished  to  please  my  old  fatlier,  I 
eonsented  to  join  Uicm.  During  eight  days  before  the  festival 
we  practi&cd  two  hours  a  day  together ;  then  on  the  first  of 
August  wc  went  to  the  Belvedere,  and  while  Pope  Clement 
wu  at  table,  we  played  those  carefully  studied  motets  so  ucU 
llmt  his  Holiness  protested  he  had  never  heard  music  more 
sweetly  executed  or  with  better  liarmony  of  parts.  He  sent 
for  GianKtacomo,  and  asked  him  where  and  how  he  had 
procured  so  rxcellcnl  a  comet  for  loprino,  and  tn(|uircd  par- 
ticularly who  I  was.  Gianjtiacomo  told  him  my  name  in  (ulL 
Wbereupnathe  I*opc«aid  :  "So,  then,  he  is  the  son  of  Mucstio 
Giovanni}"  On  beinff  asaured  1  wnn,  the  Pope  exprened 
his  with  to  ha\-e  me  in  his  aerrtce  with  the  other  bandsmen. 
CtanRiocomo  replied :  "  Most  blessed  Father,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend for  certain  that  you  will  get  him,  (or  his  profession,  to 
which  he  devotes  himself  aaaidaously,  is  that  of  a  |{old- 
antlh,  and  be  worls  tn  it  miraculouity  wvll,  and  earns  by 
h  far  more  than  he  culd  do  bj-  I'l.iyinjt."  To  this  the  Pops 
added:  "I  am  tlie  l>cltcr  inclined  to  him  now  that  I  find 
him  poasoiaur  of  a  talent  more  than  I  expected.  See  that 
he  nbtalaa  the  same  lalaiy  as  the  rest  of  ynu ;  and  tell  him 
iroai  rac  to  ioia  my  service,  and  ihnt  I  will  find  work  enough 
by  the  day  for  him  to  dn  in  his  other  trade."  Then  stretch- 
ing  out  hit  hand,  he  gave  him  a  hundred  golden  crowns  of 
thi  Camera  in  a  h;)ndkcrcliie(,  and  >ald  :■  "  Divide  tbeao  so 
that  be  may  L-Utc  his  sliare." 

When  GiangiaccxntJ  left  the  Pope,  he  came  to  »t,  and  related 
hi  detail  all  that  (he  fope  had  said ;  and  after  dividing  the 
fluncjrlwtween  the  ciiJit  of  ut,  and  giving  me  my  sliare,  be  said 
t0  me :  "  Now  I  am  going  to  hiivi.-  you  loKribed  among  our 
company."  I  replied  :  "  I<ct  ihc  day  pass ;  to-morrow  1  will 
give  my  answer."    When   I   left   them,  I  went   meditating 
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whether  I  ought  to  accept  the  invitation,  inasmucb  as  I  could 
not  but  suffer  if  I  atiandoncd  the  noble  studies  c4  my  art. 
The  following  night  my  father  appeared  to  me  in  a.  dream, 
and  begged  mcwith  tears  of  tcndcrcsl  affection,  for  God's  love 
and  his,  to  enter  upon  this  engagement.  Mcthotight  1  answered 
that  nothing  would  induce  me  to  do  so.  In  an  instant  he  as- 
sumed *o  horrible  an  aspect  as  to  frigltten  me  out  of  my  wits, 
and  cried  :  "  If  >'0u  do  not,  you  will  have  a  father's  curse  ;  tmt 
if  you  do,  may  you  be  ever  blessed  by  me  ! "  When  I  woke, 
I  ran,  for  ver>'  fright,  to  have  myself  insCTil>od.  Then  I  wrote 
to  my  old  father,  telling  him  the  news,  which  bo  aSected  him 
iftith  extreme  joy  that  a  sudden  fit  of  illness  took  him.  and 
well-nigh  brought  turn  to  death's  door.  In  his  aaswer  to 
my  letter,  he  told  me  that  he  too  had  dreamed  nearly  the 
same  as  I  had. 


m 


XXIV 

Knowing  now  that  I  had  gratiried  my  father's  honest  wisli, 
I  began  to  think  that  cvcr>'thing  would  prosper  with  me  lo  n 
glorious  and  honourable  end.  Accordingly,  I  set  mj'self  with 
indefatigable  industry  to  the  completion  of  the  vase  I  had 
t>egun  for  Salamanca.  That  preUte  was  a  very  extraordinary 
man,  extremely  rich,  but  difficult  to  please.  He  sent  daily  to 
learn  what  1  was  doing  ;  and  when  hts  messenger  did  not  find 
me  at  home,  he  broke  into  fury,  saying  that  he  would  take  the 
work  out  of  my  hands  and  give  it  to  others  to  finish.  This 
came  of  my  slavery  to  that  accursed  music  Still  I  laboured 
diligently  night  and  day,  until,  when  I  had  brought  my  work 
to  a  point  when  it  could  be  exhibited,  I  submitted  it  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  Bishop.  This  so  increased  his  desire  to  see  it 
finished,  tliat  I  was  sorry  I  had  shown  iL  At  the  end  of  tliree 
months  1  had  it  ready,  with  little  animals  and  foliage  and 
raaalcB,  as  beautiful  as  one  could  hope  to  see.  No  sooner  was 
it  done  than  I  sent  it  by  the  hand  of  my  workman,  Paulino, 
to  show  that  able  artist  Lucagnolo,  of  whom  I  have  spoken 
above.  Paulino,  with  the  grace  and  bc3ut>'  which  tielongcd 
to  him,  spoke  as  follows:  "Messcr  Lucagnolo,  Benvenuto 
bids  mc  say  that  he  has  sent  to  show  you  his  promises  and 
your  lumber,  expecting  in  return  to  sec  from  you  his  gcw- 
gBWS."  This  message  given,  Lucagnolo  took  up  the  vase,  and 
carefully  examined  it ;  then  be  said  to  Paulino :  "  Fair  boy, 
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master  that  he  is  a  grrat  and  abte  artist,  and  that  1 
beg  him  to  be  willing  to  have  mc  for  a  friend,  and  not  to 
enpige  in  auj^hl  else."  Ilie  misston  of  that  virtuous  and 
marvcUoiu  bd  caused  me  the  greatest  joy ;  and  then  the  vase 
«ru  carried  to  Salamanca,  wlio  ordered  it  to  be  valued. 
Locagpolo  took  part  In  the  valuation,  estimating  and  praJsinf 
It  tar  ibonre  my  awn  opinioit.  SaUmanca,  lifting  up  the  vwe^ 
cried  like  a  tnic  Spaniard  :  "  I  sucar  )>y  God  that  I  will  take 
M  looB  in  p3>'ioS  him  as  he  has  lagged  in  making  iL"  Wlien 
I  heard  tliis,  I  was  exceedingly  put  out,  and  fell  to  cursing  all 
Spain  and  every  one  who  wished  well  to  it 

Amonitat  other  beautiful  ornaments,  this  %-asc  had  a  handle. 
made  all  of  ooe  piece,  with  most  delicate  mechanism,  which, 
when  a  spring  waa  touched,  stood  upright  above  the  mouth  of 
it.  White  the  prelate  was  one  day  ostentatiously  exhibiting 
nynteto  certain  Sium^ih  gentlemen  of  his  suite,  it  chanced 
tlwl  one  of  them,  upon  Monsignor'M  quitting  the  room,  began 
rooKhly  to  work  the  liandtc,  and  at  the  gentle  qiring  which 
noted  It  could  not  t>car  his  loutish  violence,  it  broke  in  hit 
band.  Aware  what  mitchid  be  bad  done,  he  begi;;cd  the 
buUer  who  hod  dianie  of  the  Blahop't  plate  to  take  it  to  t>M 
muter  irtio  had  made  it,  (or  him  to  mend,  and  prommcd  to 
pay  what  price  be  a^ced.  provided  tt  was  set  to  rights  at  ooce. 
So  ll»c  va»e  came  oocc  more  into  my  hands,  and  I  promised  to 
put  it  furlhwith  In  order,  which  indeed  1  did.  It  waa  brought 
lo  tac  hcUm  dinner ;  and  at  twenty-two  o'clock  tlie  man  who 
brvogbt  it  returned,  all  in  a  sweat,  for  he  had  run  the  whole 
Vray,  Momisnor  having  again  a\kcd  for  it  to  show  to  cerlaln 
other  csnUenicn.'  The  btillcr.  then,  without  giving  mc  time 
to  utter  a  word,  cried  :  "Quick,  quick,  Ining  the  voae."  I, 
who  wanted  to  iKt  at  Ic^rc  and  not  to  give  it  up  to  him,  said 
that  I  did  ncrt  mean  to  be  so  quick.  The  Mrvinji-man  got 
lalo  aucb  a  cage  that  he  made  a*  though  he  would  put  one 
band  to  hh  sword,  while  with  the  other  be  threatened  lo 
break  the  ibop  open.  To  this  I  put  a  itop  at  ODoe  with  my 
oini  weapon,  uatng  therewith  spirited  hnCnaKe,  and  Mying  t 
"  I  am  not  ipilnit  to  fcivc  it  to  yoa  I    Co  and  tdl  Uonalgnor, 

*  ThB  lUBsM  wdiowil  itmr  (toa  wnjowi  till  HwdowK,  cxnuul«|  )««HV> 
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your  master,  that  I  want  the  money  for  my  woik  before  I  let 
it  leave  this  shop."  When  the  (cllow  saw  he  could  tut  obtain 
it  by  8waggcrii;g.  he  fell  to  praying  me,  as  one  prays  to  the 
Cross,  declaring  that  if  I  would  only  give  it  up,  he  would 
lake  care  I  should  be  paid.  These  words  did  not  make  me 
swerve  from  my  purpose ;  but  I  kept  on  saying  the  same 
Uiitia.  At  last,  despairing  of  success,  he  swore  lo  come  with 
Spaniards  enough  to  cut  me  in  pieces.  Then  he  took  to  his 
heels;  while  1, who  inclined  to  believe  partly  in  Uieirmurderous 
attack,  resolved  that  I  would  defend  m>'self  with  courage. 
So  I  got  an  admirable  liltic  gun  ready,  which  I  used  for  shoot- 
ing game,  and  muttered  to  myself ;  "  He  who  robs  me  of  my 
propertj'  and  1al>our  may  take  my  life  too.  and  welcome." 
While  1  was  cin^Hng  on  this  debate  in  my  own  mind,  a  crowd 
of  Spani.ards  arrived,  led  by  their  major-domo,  who,  with  the 
headstrong  rashness  of  his  race,  bitde  them  go  in  and  lake  the 
vase  and  give  me  a  good  beating.  Hearing  these  words,  I 
■bowed  them  ttie  mu/jtie  of  my  gun,  and  prep.ared  to  iire,  and 
cried  in  a  loud  voice  :  "Renegade  Jews,  traitors,  is  it  thus  that 
one  breaks  into  bouses  and  shops  in  our  city  of  Rome  ?  Come 
as  many  of  you  thieves  as  like,  an  Inch  nearer  to  this  wicket, 
and  I'll  blow  all  their  brains  out  with  my  gun."  Then  I  turned 
the  muzzle  toward  their  maior-domo.  and  making  as  thougb 
I  would  discharge  it,  called  out ;  "And  j'ou  big  thief,  who  are 
egging  them  on.  1  mean  to  kill  you  first."  He  clapped  spurs 
to  the  jennet  he  was  riding,  and  tuok  flight  headlong.  Ilie 
commotion  we  were  making  stirred  up  all  Uie  neighbours, 
who  came  crowding  round,  together  witli  some  Roman  gentle* 
men  who  chanced  to  pass,  and  cried :  "  Do  but  kill  the 
renegades,  and  we  will  stand  by  )*ou."  These  words  had  the 
effect  of  frightening  the  Spaniards  in  good  earnest  Thejr 
withdrew,  and  were  compelled  by  the  circumstances  to  relate 
the  whole  a^air  to  Monsignor.  Being  a  man  of  inordinate 
haughtiness,  he  rated  the  members  of  his  household,  t>olh 
because  they  had  engaged  in  sticli  an  act  of  violence,  and  also 
because,  having  tiegun,  they  had  not  gone  through  with  it. 
At  this  juncture  the  painter,  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 
whole  matter,  came  in,  and  tlie  Ksltop  bade  him  go  and  tcU 
me  that  if  I  did  not  bring  the  vase  at  once,  he  would  make 
mincemeat  of  me ;'  but  if  I  brought  it,  be  would  pay  its  price 
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down.  Tliciic  Ihix-ats  were  so  Ui  from  tcrri(yin|C  ine,  tliat  I 
weal  bim  word  I  was  goitifc  immediately  to  lay  my  ciw  before 
the  Pbpe. 

la  the  meantime.  Ins  anger  aiid  my  fear  subdded ;  wber«> 
upon,  beinit  suimuilced  by  some  Roman  noblemen  of  bigb 
dagrec  Ibat  the  prclittc  would  not  barm  mc,  a»d  having  assur- 
■nn  that  I  should  Ik  paid,  I  anncd  my&clf  with  n  large  poniard 
and  my  good  coat  of  mail,  and  betook  myself  lo  his  palace, 
where  bo  tiad  drawn  up  all  his  househnld.  I  entered,  and 
PmUao  folla«-ed  with  the  silver  vase.  It  was  just  like  pntsinfl 
tbfough  the  Zodiac,  neither  more  nor  less ;  for  one  of  tliem 
had  Sie  hot  of  the  lion,  anoUier  of  the  Korpton,  a  third  of 
the  crab.  However,  we  paJMd  onward  lo  the  presence  of 
the  nucslly  pric4,  who  spouted  out  a  torrent  of  such  language 
as  only  pric&ls  an<l  Spaniards  liavc  at  their  cr>nmiand.  In  return 
1  never  roixd  my  eyes  to  look  at  him,  nor  answered  word  for 
word.  Tltat  seemed  to  augment  the  fury  of  his  anger;  and 
canaing  paiicr  lo  t^  put  before  mc,  he  comm.ind<;d  mc  to 
write  an  ackii'iwlcdgmeni  to  the  cifect  th.it  I  had  been  amply 
ntigfied  and  |iaid  in  full.  Then  I  raised  my  bead,  and  said  I 
abould  Ik:  very  glad  to  do  ao  when  I  bad  received  the  money. 
The  Bishop's  rage  continued  to  rise ;  threats  and  recrimina- 
tiaaa  were  Hong  atwiit ;  l^ut  at  List  (he  money  was  paid,  and 
1  wttite  Ibe  receipt,  'llien  I  departed,  glad  at  heart  and  in 
higb  s|iihta 

XXV 

Vilien  PopcOcmcut  hcatd  Ibe  story— he  had  seen  the  vase 
bcfont.  but  tl  was  not  sliirwii  liini  as  my  work — lie  cxpreued 
BBcb  pleasure  and  spoke  warmly  in  my  praise,  publidy  s;iying 
Ikatbc  fell  very  favourably  toward  me.  'lliis  caused  Monstgnor 
MlBlkDCa  to  repent  tliat  lie  h;i<l  hcctured  over  me  ;  and  in 
Ofdef  >o  make  up  our  qitarrcl,  he  irnt  Ibe  aatne  painter  to 
iidom  mc  that  he  meant  lo  gtvc  me  large  oommiiiloaa.  I 
replied  thai  I  wa«  willing  to  undertake  tbem,  but  that  I  should 
Wijp^e  ^>  be  [laid  in  advano?.  lliii  Speech  loQ  cme  to  f^ope 
ca&tutif ■  mf,  anil  mAr^ft  hl^p jjnigk  *imrtPy  CanUiud  Cibo 
was  ia  the  pretence,  and  Ibe  I'npe  narrated  to  bim  tlic  whole 
huriory  of  my  dupulc  with  the  iLsbop,'     Tlien  be  turned  to 
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one  of  his  people,  and  ordered  him  to  go  on  suppling  me 
with  work  for  the  palace.  Cardipal  Cibo  sftnt  for  me.  and 
after  some  time  spent  in  agreeable  convenation,  gave  me  the 
order  for  a  large  vase,  *^SBffT  tiliW  Salamanfa'«  ]  likewise 
obtained  commissions  from  CxildioaL-Coraaro.  and  many 
othen  of  the  jjojy  College,  especially  Ridolfi  and  Salviatt ; 
tliey  all  kept  mV  w^ii  ■'"rHlVrfV  ^°  *^*i'**  ^  earned  plenty  at 
money.' 

Madonna  Ponia  now  advised  me  to  open  a  shop  of  my 
own-  This  1  did ;  and  I  never  stopped  working  for  that 
excellent  and  gentle  lady,  who  paid  mc  exceedingly  well, 
and  by  whose  means  perhaps  it  was  that  I  came  to  make  a 
figure  in  the  world. 

I  contracted  close  friendship  with  Si  gnorGabbricUoCeserino, 
at  that  time  Gonfalonier  of  Rome,  and  executed  many  pieces 
for  him.  One,  among  the  rest,  is  worthy  of  mention.  It  waa 
a  large  golden  medal  to  wear  in  the  hat  I  engraved  upon  it 
Leda  with  her  swan :  and  being  very  well  pleased  with  the 
workmanship,  he  said  he  should  like  to  have  it  valued,  in  order 
that  I  might  be  properly  paid.  Now,  aincc  the  medal  wa» 
executed  with  consummate  skill,  the  valueR  81  Ihi'lMde  »et  a 
far  higltei  |il'IU6  on  it  tEui  he  had  thought  of,  I  therefore 
kept  the  medal,  and  got  nothing  for  my  pains.  The  same  sort 
of  adventures  happened  in  this  case  as  In  that  of  Salamanca's 
nsc  But  1  shall  pass  such  matters  brietly  by,  lest  tliey  hinder 
me  from  telling  things  of  greater  importance. 


f 


XXVI 

Since  I  am  writing  my  life,  I  must  from  time  to  time  di^'crge 
from  my  profession  in  order  to  describe  with  brevity,  if  not  in 
detail,  some  incidents  which  have  no  bearing  on  my  career  as 
artist  On  the  morning  of  Saint  John's  Day  1  hap|>cned  to 
be  dining  with  several  men  of  our  nation,  painters,  sculptors, 
goldsmiths,  amongst  the  most  notable  of  whom  was  Kosso  and 
Gianfranccsco,  the  pupil  of  ItaSaello.*    I  bad  invited  them 

■  Hoico  Conuiro  wat  ■  brathei  el  Calcrini,  the  Qu«cn  of  Cjprm,  He 
oblabKd  the  JMt  ID  i^oa.  KioaoI6  Ridolfi  «u  «  t>eph«ir  of  Leo  X.  GiovMiaJ 
Ssliiul,  Ibc  *on  of  jiKopo  nieMioiiicd  itbam,  p.  ift  w>t  *Uo  i  nephew  ol 
Lto  X^  who  E>ve  him  the  hit  in  1517. 

*  St.  John'i  I  >*.f  nt  At  great  Moieattne  Fetfinil.  on  whkfa  all  the  Guildi 
wml  id  mocesaoo  wkh  paccants  thnvgli  tbe  citr-    Of  the  Floi«Dtine  pajnlv. 
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without  restnint  or  ceremony  to  Uic  place  of  our  meeting  t 
And  they  wvte  xll  Ijughiiis  and  jolfing,  as  is  lu-ilural  when  a 
crowd  (4  men  come  together  to  make  mcny  on  so  great  a 
feitivaL  It  chanced  th^f  a  lif'ht-bminrd  swaggering  )'oung 
fdkyw  puMf)  by  ;  he  waa  a  aoldicr  ol  Ricnzo  da  Ccn,  who, 
wbcn^bfa  Btard  ttio  aoisn  jliat  wc  wcie  m.ikin|;,  gave  vent  to 
a  tlrinii  ol^ppcobdotu  Kirc^tms  up(.m  thejglk  oi  Florence.' 
I,  who  waa  tlie  host  of  tli'<%c  ){rc:it  ;irti>U  and  men  oJ  worth, 
taking  the  bwilt  to  mj'nelf,  &li|it>cd  out  quietly  without  t>dng 
obiemd,  and  went  up  to  him.  1  ought  to  say  that  he  bad  a 
punk  at  his  there,  and  was  going  on  with  Ju.s  stupid  ribaldries 
to  amuse  her.  Ulicn  I  met  him,  1  asked  if  he  was  the  rash 
fellow  who  was  ipealdng  evil  of  the  Florentines,  flc  answered 
at  nocc :  **  I  am  that  man."  On  thii  I  raised  my  Itand,  struck 
him  Id  the  (ace,  and  aaid  :  "  And  I  am  fkUtpyj,"  ii^-"  wc 
CBcb  of  ua  drew  oyr  «wftrd|  yj|\h  ^rtt  ■  imi  th^  frav  had 
hanlly  bcKtm  when  *  tHfku  <A  persons  fnlerreiied,  who 
rather  ti>ok  my  pari  than  not,  hearing  and  seeint;  ttiat  I  waa 
in  the  nghl. 

On  Uie  fnllowing  day  a  chullcnge  to  fight  with  him  was 
brought  mc,  which  I  accepted  very  gladly,  saying  that  I 
cspcclcd  to  complete  this  job  far  quicker  than  those  of  the 
other  aft  I  pnctlsed.  So  I  went  at  once  to  confer  with  a  6ne 
old  man  called  Bevilaci|ua,  who  was  reputed  to  have  been 
the  tint  sword  of  Tmy,'beuitne  he  had  fought  more  than 
twentyjctiaucjluds  and  had  ahvays  come  off  with  honour. 
Thla  exceOnlSDnnu  a  great  friend  of  mine  ;  he  knew  me 
as  an  artist,  and  had  also  been  conecmcd  as  intermediary  in 
certain  ui{ly  quarrels  between  me  and  others  Accordingly, 
when  lie  bad  kanted  my  bnainew,  he  answered  with  -i  imile  : 
"Uy  Elenvtnuto,  tf  yim  had  an  affair  with  Marv,  I  am  sin« 
jpoa  would  onne  oat  with  honour,  because  through  all  tho 
yean  that  I  hare  known  yoo,  I  have  never  teen  you  wrong* 
folly  take  up  a  qoarrcl."  So  he  consented  to  be  my  secoad, 
and  we  repaired  witli  sword  in  hand  tn  llic  appointed  place ; 
bat  DO  blood  was  shed,  (or  my  opponent  made  the  matter  up. 


D  Ibtm,  m  Ualun  Kou,  lU*  ■•  Ihi  Hnl  mralion  fajr  CMIU.     H«  w«nl  U 
VnaMto  iu«>  Md 4bd  M  ofaaean  d«uk  iWrt  b  IS4<- 

*  nit  HSmrn,  UtoMO,  m  Lomso  ds  Cart,  •■*  s  ckpUln  el  kitTcWafcn  w 
CsiliBtHi,  ah*  Nnd  hM  SMKaawy  faroM  la  pyiMin.  Ha  daltwM 
Omm  hi  1^  VcsHisM  h  l}U.  awl  DOnmnwl  UrUrKi  b*  ih«  raps  la  tsif. 
AfcmnblwrMdisJMltePMKiilQlitt  lutUn  wu*.  WritMlTbMti 
•r  hta  «ta  teli«  iIm  Mck  d  Ra«& 
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and  I  came  with  muck-CE*df(-Mit^«f  tJie  afTiur.'  I  will  not  add 
further  particulars  ;  (or  tlioiiRli  they  wotild  be  very  interesting 
in  tlieir  nwn  way,  I  wish  to  keep  botli  space  and  words  foe 
my  art,  which  hius  lieeci  my  chief  inducement  to  write  as  I  am 
doing,  and  about  whicli  I  shall  have  only  too  much  to  say. 

The  spirit  of  honourable  rivalry  impelled  me  to  attempt 
some  otlier  masterpiece,  which  should  equal,  or  even  stirpass, 
the  productions  of  that  able  craftsman,  Lucagnolo.  whom  I 
have  mentioned.  Still  1  did  not  on  this  account  neglect  my 
own  fine  art  o(  jewellery ;  and  so  liolh  the  one  and  tlic  other 
wrought  mc  much  profit  and  more  credit,  and  in  both  of  them 
I  continuad-to-gro^tccJlhines  of  taacko}  migiaaUt>-.  There 
w»  at  that  time  in  Rome  a  ver>-  aWc  artist  c^  Penigia  named 
Lautizio,  who  u-orked  only  in  one  department,  where  he  waa 
sole  and  unrivalled  throughout  the  worid.'  You  must  know 
that  at  Rome  ei'cr>'  cardinal  has  a  seal,  upon  winch  his  title  is 
engraved,  and  tl)cse  seals  are  made  just  as  large  as  a  child's 
hand  of  about  twelve  yaus  of  age ;  and,  as  1  liave  already 
said,  the  cardinal's  tille  is  engraved  upon  the  seal  together 
witli  a  great  many  ornamental  figures.  A  well-made  article  o( 
the  kind  fetclies  a  hundred,  or  more  tlian  a  hundred  crowns. 
This  excellent  workman,  like  Lucagnolo,  roused  in  me  some 
bone«l  riA-atiy,  although  the  art  tic  practised  is  far  remote 
from  the  otlicr  branches  of  gold-smilhcry,  and  consequently 
Lautizio  was  not  skilled  in  making  anything  but  seals.  I  gave 
my  mind  to  acquiring  bis  craft  also,  although  I  found  it  very 
difficult :  and,  unrepellcd  by  the  trouble  which  it  gave  me.  I 
went  on  zealously  upon  the  path  of  profit  and  improvement 

There  was  in  Rome  another  most  excellent  craftsman  of 
ability,  who  was  a  Milanese  named  Mc^ser  Caradosso.*  He 
dealt  in  nothing  but  httle  diiselled  medals,  made  of  plates  of 
metal,  and  such-ltke  things.  I  hare  seen  of  his  some  paxes 
in  half  relief,  and  some  Christs  a  palm  in  length  wrought  of 
the  lIuDiM^t  golden  pbtes,  so  exquisitely  done  that  I  esteemed 

*  The  luUiB,  nrtMnA  iU  mS»  Mvamari*,  aeew*  to  totaa  that  Cdlini'i 
eppOMM  prapowd  >a  ■coooiaMdadon,  apologbrfl,  or  tUr")  ^'^  <h*c^  ol  ' 
cortainpoiM. 

*  Sw  Ccllini'i  TtcaliM  Ortjkma,  cipL  vi.,  foe  more  pailkului  iHtatX  Ibk 
BttiiL 

*  IIU  tcfti  tume  wu  Amtaopo  Foppt.  The  nickname  CatodotM  k  mid 
M  have  (luck  lo  bis  in  tcmnmetiCK  o(  a  Spuiiatd  calling  him  Bni't-lacc  in 
hit  own  loncu&  He  xtraek  Cti>  X'a  eoiii*;  and  «c  poueu  tookc  excelleai 
laeilillkai  (KXtralu  t>y  hia  haai. 
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^Blm  tbe  greatest  master  in  tliat  kind  I  had  ev«r  teen,  and 

^Ptairicd  him  aK>rc  than  all  llie  rest  to^^ctlicf.     Tticrc  were  also 

'     other  maiten  who  worked  :it  medals  carved  in  sted,  uliich 

may  be  called  the  modeh  and  true  jjuides  for  those  who  aim 

at  stiiking  coiiii  in  tbe  most  perfect  style.     All  these  divcn 

atU  I  set  myscll  with  unllaftRine  industry  to  leam. 

I  must  not  omit  the  exquisite  art  of  enamelling,  in  which 
1  have  iiei.-cr  known  any  one  excel  save  a  IHorentinc,  oar 
coantr>'man,  called  Anierij;!0.i  I  did  not  know  hipi,  but  was 
WbU  aoc|uuinlcd  with  his  incomjunible  nuistcrpieccs.  Nc- 
Ihing  hi  any  pait  of  the  world  or  by  any  craftsman  tli;it  I  have 
K«n,  approached  the  divine  beauty  of  ttieir  workmanship. 
To  Iliis  bnuicb  too  1  devoted  myftclf  with  all  my  strcni;tii, 
althouKh  it  Is  extremely  dilhcult,  ctiieHy  bccatiac  of  tlie  fat. 
whidi,  after  long  time  and  trouble  S{>cnt  In  other  processes, 
has  lu  be  applied  at  last,  and  not  uafrcqucntly  briiiK^  tlic 
wbolo  to  ruin.  In  spite  of  ita  great  dilTicultictt,  it  gave  me 
■o  moch  pleasure  that  I  looked  upon  them  as  recreation; 
and  this  come  from  tbe  special  gift  which  tlic  find  nf  nature 
**"**"**'"'  TiJBft  '*'-'*'  i^  to  s^>.  a-  t»m[XfT>mrr,it  ao  tiappyand 
I  td  nf hjfrtP""!  x:^'  >^-'''  l^'^  ficcl^-  able  lo  acotuplish 
whateveiLjL-plBlUcd  mc  to  lake  in  !i;uid.  The  various  dc- 
I  putmcnto  of  art  wliidi  I  tuve  d<.-:icribed  are  very  difTcrcnt 
noe  (timi  the  olber,  so  that  a  nun  who  excels  in  one  of 
tbera.  If  he  undertakM  ttic  others,  hardly  ever  achieves  the 
taoceM :  witereu  I  ttmwa  wtth^U  wty  ptm-cf  to  becoow 


•qwilly  wncd  to  aU  of  Uicw ;  and  fai  the  proper  place  I 
dCTnonstriia  ihw  1  Mtamcdj 
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At  thai  tine,  wtiilc  I  waa  still  a  )-oaait  man  of  about 
tarenty-lhree,  there  r;i|Ecd  a  plajpie  ot  md)  exbaordinary 
Tiolenoe  that  many  thotuanda  died  of  it  nery  day  in  Hotae. 
SoOMwhal  terrified  at  this  cilamlty,  1  beflaa  to  tak«  certain 
•maacnents,  as  my  mind  miKseated,  and  for  a  reason  which 
1  win  presently  relate.  I  bad  formed  a  liaMt  ot  irointf  on 
feaat-daym  lo  the  anocnt  buikUngs.  and  copyioit  parts  nf  them 
In  wax  or  wtlh  the  pcndl :  and  since  these  buildtngi  ore  all 


>  Vm  Urn,  wmIi  CaOUt  OftJUtr^ 
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ruins,  and  the  mins  house  innumerable  pigeons,  it  csmc  into 
my  head  to  use  my  gun  against  these  birds.  So  then,  avoiding 
all  commerce  with  people,  in  my  (error  of  the  plague,  I  used 
to  put  a  foi;v'ltng-pie<:e  on  my  tx>y  Pagohno's  shoulder,  and 
he  and  I  went  out  alone  into  the  ruins ;  and  oftentimes  we 
came  home  laden  with  a  cargo  of  tlie  (attest  p)geon&  1  did 
not  care  to  charge  my  gun  with  more  than  a  sin^e  ball ;  and 
thus  it  W33  by  pure  skill  in  the  art  that  I  filled  such  heavy  bags. 
I  bad  a  fowting-piccc  which  1  bad  made  myseU  :  inside  and 
out  it  was  as  bright  as  any  mirror.  I  also  used  to  make  a  very 
fioc  sort  of  powder,  in  doing  which  I  discovered  secret  pro* 
cesses,  be>~ond  any  which  have  yet  been  found  ;  and  on  this 
point,  in  order  to  be  brief,  I  will  give  but  one  particuLir,  which 
will  astonish  good  shuts  of  cver>'  degree.  Tliis  is,  that  when 
I  charged  my  gun  with  powder  weigliing  one-liflh  of  tlie  b^ill, 
it  carried  two  ttunctred  paces  point-blank.  It  is  tnie  tliat  tlic 
great  delight  I  took  in  tliis  exercise  bid  fair  to  withdraw  me 
from  niy  art  and  studies  ;  yet  in  another  way  it  gave  me  more 
than  it  deprived  me  of,  seeing  Uiat  each  time  I  went  out  shoot* 
ing  I  returned  with  greatly  better  health,  because  the  open  air 
was  a  benefit  to  my  constitution.  My  natural  temperament  was 
melancholy,  and  while  I  was  taking  these  amusements,  my 
heart  leapt  up  with  joy,  and  I  found  that  I  could  work  better 
and  with  far  greater  mastery  tlian  when  I  spent  my  whole 
time  in  study  and  manua]  lalxiur.  lo  this  way  my  gun,  at 
the  end  of  the  game,  stood  me  more  in  profit  than  in  loss. 

It  was  also  the  cause  of  my  making  acquaintance  with 
certain  hunters  after  curiosities,  who  followed  in  the  track' 
of  those  Liombard  peasants  who  used  to  come  to  Rome  to 
till  the  vineyards  at  tlie  proper  season.  While  digging  the 
ground,  they  frequently  turned  up  antique  medals,  agates, 
chrysopiases,  comehaus,  and  cameos  ;  also  sometimes  jewels, 
as,  for  instance,  emeralds,  sapphires,  diamonds,  and  rubies. 
The  peasants  used  to  sell  things  of  this  sort  to  tlie  tradera 
for  a  mere  trifie ;  and  1  very  often,  when  I  met  tliem,  paid 
the  Utter  several  times  as  many  golden  crowns  as  tbey  had 
given  giulios  for  some  object  Independently  of  the  profit 
I  made  by  this  traffic,  whicli  was  at  least  tenfold,  it  brought 
me  also  into  agreeable  relations  with  nearly  all  the  cardinals 
of  Rome.     I  wilt  only  touch  upon  a  few  of  the  most  notable 

'  SMrmtt  aiU  vtiitl*.     PetlMp*  ky  im  wmiifar. 
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^nnoaS  many  other  IraKmcnts,  the  head  of  a  dolphin  alx>ut  as 
big  w  a  (iiood-sued  ballot-bean.  Not  only  was  the  style  of  Uiit 
bold  extremely  beautiful,  but  nature  had  here  far  surpassed 
111 ;  (or  the  stone  was  an  emerald  of  such  good  colour,  that 
tbe  Dun  who  bo(ij;lit  it  from  me  for  tens  of  crowns  told  it 

'  again  for  hundreds  after  setting  it  as  a  finger-rini:.  I  will 
mention  another  kind  of  gem  ;  this  wu  a  masnilicenl  topaz  ; 
and  bcre  art  equalled  nature ;  it  was  as  large  as  a  big  haiel-nut, 
with  tlic  head  of  Minerva  in  a  style  of  inconceivable  beauty. 
I  rencmber  yet  another  precious  stone,  different  from  these  ; 
It  waa  a  cunco,  engraved  with    Hercules  binding  Cerberus 

I  o(  Um  triple  throat ;  such  was  its  bcaut>-  and  the  skiO  of  its 
tMiklMUiship,  lluit  ouf  great  Michel  Agnolo  protested  he  had 
never  aeen  anything  so  wonderful.  Among  many  bronze 
mcdala,  1  obtained  one  upon  which  wm  a  head  of  Jupiter.  It 
was  tltc  largest  that  had  ever  been  seen  ;  the  Itead  of  the  most 

I  perfect  execution ;  and  it  had  on  Uie  reverse  side  »  very  line 
destfln  ofeomc  little  figures  In  the  amnc  style.  I  might  enlarge 
at  great  length  on  this  curio«tty;  tnit  I  will  refnun  for  fear 
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Aa  I  have  Mid  above,  the  plague  had  bfi'>kcn  out  in  Rome  ; 
bat  tbooith  I  Buul  return  a  Ittde  way  upon  my  step*,  I  shall 
not  therefore  abandon  the  nuin  path  of  my  history.  There 
arnred  in  Roaw  a  surgeon  of  the  highest  renown,  who  was 
called  Mac«(ro  Giacomo  da  Carpi.'  This  able  man,  in  the 
eoonc  of  his  other  practice,  undertook  (he  most  dcsperalo 
cMea  <A  the  ao-caUed  French  diaeiiM;.  In  Rome  Uiis  kind  of 
UUkca  b  very  pwtla]  to  the  prkets,  and  especially  (o  the 
rtefacit  of  them.  When,  therefore.  Maestro  Gbcomo  bad 
nade  bla  talents  known,  be  prof  CMcd  to  work  miracles  In  the 
favataent  of  auch  cases  by  neaai  of  certain  fumicUfoai ;  but 
bs  only  oDdcrtonk  ■  cure  after  stipulating  for  his  fees,  whicb 
ht  rockoned  not  by  tens,  but  by  hundreds  of  crowns.  He  waa 
a  great  coonoiateur  in  the  arts  □(  design.    Chancing  to  paaa 

ik  Cafpl  wmt,  la  bet,  s  inal  ^rsldia,  —gwiia.  sal 

lit  b  siU  to  hsta  btn  tW  *i«  to  »m  wtiM|  (■  iks 
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one  day  before  my  shop,  he  saw  a  lot  of  drawings  which  I  had 
Uid  upon  tlic  counter,  and  among  ihcsc  wcic  sc\eril  designs 
for  tittle  vases  in  a  capricious  style,  which  I  had  sketched  (or 
my  amusement.  These  vases  were  in  quite  a  ditTerent  fashion 
from  any  which  had  l)ccn  seen  up  to  th:tt  date.  He  was 
anxious  tltat  I  should  Imish  one  or  two  of  tliem  for  him  in 
silver ;  and  this  I  did  witli  the  fullest  satisfaction,  seeinft  they 
exactly  suited  my  own  fancy.  The  clever  surgeon  paid  me 
very  well,  and  j-et  the  hoiimir  whicli  the  vases  brou^t  me  was 
worth  a  hundred  times  as  much  ;  for  the  beat  craftsineu  in  the 
goklsniith's  trade  declared  lliey  had  never  seen  anything  more 
beautiful  or  better  executed. 

No  sooner  had  1  hnished  them  than  he  showed  them  to  the 
Pope ;  and  the  next  day  following  he  betook  himself  away 
from  Rome.  He  was  a  man  of  much  iKiming,  who  used  tu 
discourse  wonderfully  about  medicine.  Tlic  Pope  would  fain 
have  had  him  in  his  service,  but  he  replied  lli.-it  he  would  not 
iiikc  service  with  anybody  in  the  world,  and  tliat  whoso  had 
need  of  him  mi^ht  come  to  seek  him  ouL  He  was  a  person 
of  great  sagacity,  and  did  wisely  to  get  out  of  Ronte ;  for  not 
many  months  afterwards,  all  the  patients  lie  had  treated  grew 
so  ill  that  they  were  a  hundred  times  worse  off  tlian  before 
lie  came.  He  would  certainly  have  been  murdered  if  he 
had  stopped.  He  showed  my  little  vases  to  several  persons 
of  quality  ;  amongst  others,  to  the  most  excellent  Duke  of 
Perrara,  and  pretended  that  be  had  got  tliem  from  a  great  lord 
in  Rome,  by  telling  this  nobleman  tliat  if  lie  wanted  to  be 
cured,  he  must  give  him  those  two  ^-ases;  and  that  the  lord 
bad  answered  that  they  were  antique,  and  besought  him  to  ask 
lor  anything  else  which  it  might  bcC' nvcnicnt  for  him  to  give, 
provided  only  he  would  leave  him  (hose  ;  but,  accoiding  to 
his  own  accoiint.  Maestro  Giacomo  m.ide  a*  though  he  would 
not  untlcrtake  the  cure,  and  so  he  got  Ihem. 

I  was  told  this  by  Messer  Alberto  Bendcdio  in  Perrara,  who 
with  great  ostentation  showed  me  some  earthenware  copies 
he  possessed  of  them.'  Thereupon  I  laughed,  and  as  I  said 
nothing,  Messer  Alberto  Bendedio,  who  was  3  haughty  man, 
flew  into  a  rage  and  said:  "You  are  hmiithing  at  them,  arc 
you?     And  1  tell  you  that  during  the  last  thousand  )-ear8 

■  See  bdow,  Book  IL  Cbip.  *iiL,  (or  ■  Ul  koooM  of  thii  inddeM  «l 
r«ntn. 
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;  has  not  been  bom  a  mitn  capable  of  so  much  as  copying 
IhuB."  I  tben,  not  caring  to  deprive  tlietn  ot  so  eminent  a 
Kpulatioa,  kept  silence,  and  admired  (liem  with  mute  stupc- 
bctioa.  It  was  said  to  me  in  Rome  l)y  many  Kre:tt  lords, 
td  whora  were  my  friends,  that  tlie  work  of  whicli  I 
bseo  speaking  was,  in  ttieir  opiiiinn,  of  man-clloua  ex- 
aad  genuine  antiquity ;  wliereujwn,  emboldened  by 
their  pnises,  I  revealed  that  I  bad  made  tbcni.  As  they 
wouM  not  t)elicvc  it,  and  a^  I  wished  to  prove  that  1  had 
•pokm  truth,  I  was  obli)(ed  to  bring  evidence  and  to  make 
aaw  druwingi  of  lite  vases ;  tot  my  word  alone  was  not 
•noogh.  itiasRiudi  as  Maestro  Giacomo  had  cunnin|[ly  insisted 
Span  carrying  off  the  old  dmwinai  with  him.  By  tliis  little 
Job  1  canted  a  fair  amount  of  money. 


XXIX 

Tlic  pUgiie  went  dfagi{ing  on  for  many  months,  but  I  had 
a»  yet  managed  to  keep  it  at  bay ;  for  though  several  oi  my 
comrades  were  dead,  1  survived  in  health  and  freedom.  Now 
b  chanced  one  everting  tliat  an  intimate  comrade  of  mine 
brought  home  to  supper  a  Bolognese  prostitute  named 
PMaUna.  She  was  a  very  line  woman,  but  about  thirty 
jsaii  tA  age :  and  she  had  with  her  n  hltle  serA-ing-girl  ol 
fUrtaaa  or  fourteen.  Faustina  belonging  to  my  friend,  I 
would  not  hive  touched  bcr  for  all  tlic  coUl  in  the  world ; 
and  Iboogh  ^c  declared  she  was  ntadly  in  luve  unili  me,  I 
remained  steadfast  in  my  loyalty.  But  alter  they  had  gone 
to  bed,  I  stole  away  the  little  serving-girl,  who  was  quite  a 
Iresb  maid,  and  woe  to  her  if  her  mistresn  had  known  o(  It  I 
Tbe  roolt  was  that  I  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  night,  far  more 
fcf  ny  tisfaction  than  if  I  had  passed  it  with  Faustina.  I 
fOM  upon  tbe  hour  of  breaking  fast,  and  felt  tired,  for  1  bad 
bavcUed  many  miles  that  night,  and  was  wanting  to  take  (cod, 
when  a  crushing  headache  sciicd  me  ;  several  boili  appeared 
oo  my  left  arm,  together  with  a  carlmnde  which  showed  itself 
imt  beyoad  the  palm  of  tlic  kft  luuid  where  it  joins  the  wrist. 
Everybody  In  Uie  house  Mas  In  a  panic  ;  my  friend,  tbe  cow 
and  the  caU,  oD  lied.  Left  alone  there  with  my  poor  little 
BrmUcct,  who  refused  to  abandon  roe,  I  felt  stiflBd  at  the 
Mart,  aod  made  up  my  mind  for  certain  I  was  a  dead  matL 
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friend.  And  so  wc  went  on  by  the  help  of  God  :  and 
the  admirable  remedies  wliich  I  had  used  bcfjiin  to  work  a 
great  improvement,  and  I  soon  came  well  out  of  tliat  dreadful 
cidmess. 

The  sore  was  still  open,  with  a  plug  o(  lint  inside  it  and  a 
plaster  above,  when  I  went  out  riding  on  a  little  wild  pony. 
He  was  covered  with  hair  four  fingers  long,  and  was  exactly  as 
big  as  a  well-grown  bear :  indeed  he  looked  just  like  a  bear. 
I  rode  out  on  him  to  visit  the  painter  Rosso,  wiio  was  then  living 
ia  the  coujitry,  toward  Civitft  Vecchia,  at  a  pUce  of  Count 
^AogutUara's,  called  Cervclcra.  I  found  my  friend,  and  he  was 
gtad  to  sec  inc ;  whereupon  I  said  :  "  I  am  come  to  do  to 
you  that  which  you  did  to  me  so  many  months  ago."  He 
tnirst  out  laughing,  embraced  and  kissed  me,  and  begged  mc 
for  the  Count's  sake  to  keep  c|uict.  I  stayed  in  that  place 
about  a  month,  with  mudi  content  and  gladness,  enjoying 
good  wines  and  excellent  food,  and  treated  witli  tlie  greatest 
kindness  by  the  Count ;  every  day  I  used  to  ride  out  alone 
along  tlie  seashore,  where  I  dismounted,  and  tilled  my  pockets 
with  all  sorts  ot  pebbles,  snail  stiells,  and  sea  shells  of  great 
rarity  and  beauty. 

On  tlie  last  day  (for  after  this  I  went  there  no  more)  I  was 
attacked  by  a  band  of  men,  who  had  disguised  themselves,  and 
disembarked  from  a  Moorish  privateer.  When  tlicy  Uiought 
that  they  had  run  me  into  a  certain  passage,  where  it  seemed 
impossible  tliat  i  should  escape  from  their  hands,  I  suddenly 
mounted  my  pony,  resolved  to  be  roasted  or  trailed  alive  at 
that  pass  pcrdous,  seeing  I  had  little  hope  to  evade  one  or  the 
other  of  these  fates ;'  but,  as  God  willed,  my  pony,  who  was 
the  same  1  have  descrit>cd  above,  took  an  incredibly  wide 
jump,  and  brought  me  oGf  in  safely,  for  which  1  heartily 
tlianlced  God  1  told  the  story  to  the  Count ;  he  ran  to  arms ; 
but  we  saw  the  galleys  setting  out  to  sea.  The  next  day  fol< 
lowing  I  went  back  sound  and  with  good  cheer  to  Rome. 


XXX 

The  plague  had  by  this  time  almost  died  out,  so  tliat  tlie 
survivors,  whea  they  met  together  alive,  rejoiced  with  much 
delight  in  one  another's  company.   This  led  to  tlie  formation  of 

'  i4.,  to  «*c*p«  aUlm  b«ing  dnjwneil  m  ibok 
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a  club  of  painters,  sculptors,  and  goldsmitlis.  Uie  best  (hat  were 
In  Rome ;  and  the  founder  of  it  u'as  a  sculptor  with  the  name 
of  Michel  Agnolo^*  He  was  a  Sienesc  and  a  man  of  great 
ability,  who  could  bold  his  own  against  any  other  workman  in 
that  art  ;  but,  above  all,  he  w.-ls  the  most  amusing  comrade  and 
Ihe  heartiest  good  fellow  in  the  universe.  Of  all  the  members 
of  (he  club,  he  was  the  eldest,  and  yet  the  yoimgest  from  the 
strength  luid  vigour  of  his  body.  We  often  came  together ;  at 
the  very  least  twice  a  week.  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that 
our  society  counted  Giulio  Romano,  tlie  painter,  and  Gtan 
Francesco,  both  of  tliem  celebrated  pupils  of  tlie  mighty 
RaCbello  da  Urbino. 

After  many  and  many  merry  meetings,  it  seemed  good  to  our 
worthy  president  (hat  for  the  following  Sunday  wc  should 
repair  to  supper  in  his  bouse,  and  that  each  one  of  us  should 
t>c  obliged  to  bring  with  him  his  crow  (such  was  the  nickname 
Michel  Agnc^o  gav-e  to  women  in  the  dub),  and  that  whoso  did 
not  bring  one  shotild  he  sconced  by  p:t>'ing  a  supper  to  the 
whole  company.  Tliose  of  us  who  had  no  familiarity  with 
women  of  the  town,  were  forced  to  purvey  themselves  at  no 
small  trouble  and  expense,  in  order  to  appear  without  disgrace 
at  that  distinguished  feast  of  artists.  I  had  reckoned  upon 
t>eing  well  provided  with  a  young  woman  of  considerable 
beauty,  c^led  Plantasilci,  who  was  very  much  in  love  with 
me :  but  I  u-as  obliged  to  give  her  up  to  one  of  my  dearest 
friends,  called  II  Badiiacca,  who  on  Ma  side  had  I>cen,  and 
still  was,  over  head  and  ears  in  love  with  her.'  This  exdiange 
excited  a  certain  amount  of  lover's  anger,  because  Uie  lady, 
seeing  1  had  abandoned  her  at  Bachiacca's  first  entreaty,  ima- 
gined that  I  held  in  slight  esteem  the  great  affcctiott  which 
si)e  bore  me.  In  course  of  time  a  ver>'  serious  inddcnt  grew 
out  of  this  misunderstanding,  through  her  desire  to  take  re- 
venge for  the  affront  I  had  put  upon  her ;  whereof  I  shiill 
speak  hereafter  in  the  proper  place. 

Well,  then,  the  hour  was  drawing  nigh  when  we  !>ad  to  pre- 
sent OHiselves  before  Uial  company  of  men  of  genius,  each  with 

'  TbI*  kbImm  cunc  to  Rome  wllh  bn  coiaptitiiot  Btlduuie  Pouxl,  >n4 
ms  enploTM  um«  Ihc  nuwaawiu  ol  Pope  AdiUn  VI.,  which  he  eiccutcj 
wilh  tooM  help  (tori  Tiibolo. 

*  "nitit  <ren  two  iitiMi  at  ihii  fpoch  tnrnasird  ttadiiaoo,  the  Iwin  mm  al 
Ubcrtino  Vcidi.  called  mpcdirtty  rranoaco  uid  Aoloiuot  Fnnettco  aru 
ui  ocdlenl  £iintei  of  miniiiure  oil '  pktnre*  I  Aaleoio  Ibc  Srsi  embrcidcicr 
of  hii  ■£«.    TIu  ODC  ullodcd  lo  bac  ii  pcobablr  Ffwac«MO> 
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<  i  and  1  wu  still  unpmvidcd  ;  and  yet  [  thoughl 
would  be  itupid  to  (aJl  of  sucli  a  niAtlcap  bagatelle  i'  but 
what  particularly  weighed  upon  my  mind  u-as  tital  I  did  not 
chooae  to  lend  Ifae  light  of  my  countenance  in  that  illustriwis 
•pberc  to  some  miserable  plume-plucked  scarecrow.  All  these 
Gooftidcnitions  made  me  devise  a  pleasant  trick,  for  the  increase 
d  merriment  and  tlic  diffusion  oi  mirth  in  our  society. 

Having  taken  tliis  resolve,  1  sent  (or  a  stripling  of  tixteen 
yean,  who  lived  in  the  next  house  to  mine  ;  he  was  the  son  of 
a  Spanish  ooppcrsmith.  Tins  young  nk-m  gave  his  time  to  Latin 
studies,  and  was  very  diligent  in  their  purHtdL  He  Iwre  the 
name  of  Diego,  had  a  faandsome  figure,  -and  a  complexion  of 
narveUous  brilltancy  ;  the  outlines  of  his  head  and  face  were 
far  BWni  beautiful  than  those  of  the  antique  Antinous :  1  had 
oficn  copied  them,  gaining  thereby  much  honour  from  the 
works  in  which  I  usedtlicm.  The  youth  had  no  acquaiti lances, 
and  was  ihercfote  quite  unknown :  dressed  rcr)'  iil  and  neg- 
ligently ;  all  his  affections  t>eing  set  upon  tliuse  wonderful 
■tndlea  of  his.  After  bringing  him  to  my  house,  i  begged  him 
to  let  me  array  him  in  the  woman's  clothes  which  I  had  caused 
to  be  laid  out  lie  re.idily  complied,  and  put  tlicm  on  at  once, 
while  I  added  new  beauties  to  the  beauty  of  his  face  by  tlie 
cbbofatc  and  studied  way  in  which  I  dre«»ed  his  hair.  In 
his  can  I  placed  two  little  rings,  set  with  two  large  and  fair 
pearls :  the  rings  were  broken ;  they  ouly  clipped  hii  cars, 
whidi  looked  as  tliough  lliey  bad  been  pierced.  Afterwards 
1  wreathed  Us  throat  with  chains  of  gold  and  rich  jewels,  and 
amanicntcrt  hte  fair  hands  with  rings.  Tlien  I  took  him  in  a 
pleMUtt  nunner  by  one  car,  and  drew  him  tKfore  a  great 
looldng-gtaaa.  The  hul,  when  he  hchcid  himself,  cried  out 
with  a  burst  of  eatbokiasin  :  "  He:ivens  I  is  that  Diego  ? "  I 
■dd :  "That  Is  Diego,  from  whom  until  this  day  I  never  asked 
lor  any  kind  of  favour ;  but  now  I  only  bcscccli  Diego  to  do 
■•  pleaaure  In  erne  hinnlcsa  thing ;  and  it  is  this— I  want 
bto  loonmc  in  ifaoM  very  dothcs  to  supper  with  the  company 
el  vtMs  whereof  he  has  often  heard  me  siwak."  The  >-oung 
,  who  was  lioocsl,  viiluous,  and  wise,  checkcti  Ins  cniliu- 
1,  txnt  his  e)-cs  to  the  ground,  and  stood  Im  a  slinri  whUc 
In  ■tlci>ce.  Then  with  a  sudden  move  he  hfted  up  his  face 
Md  said :  >*  Witti  Ilenvcnuto  I  will  go  j  now  let  us  start" 

i>  MM  d  fmmt  tmtL.    Tb*  fa»i  mm  MSf  fat  Iks  wip|wt-fMl|) 
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I  vimtpped  his  head  in  a  large  Icind  of  napkin,  which 
called  in  Rome  a  summer-cloUi ;  and  when  we  reached  the 
place  o(  meeting,  the  company  had  already  assembled,  and 
everybody  came  fon*'ard  to  greet  me.  Miclicl  Ai^ok)  had 
fiUccd  himself  betu'een  Giulio  and  Gioran  Francesco.  1 
lifted  the  veil  from  the  head  of  my  beauty ;  and  then  Uichd 
Agnolo,  who,  as  1  have  already  said,  \vas  the  most  humorous 
and  amusing  fellow  in  the  world,  laid  his  two  hands,  the  one 
on  Giulto's  and  the  other  on  Gian  Francesco's  shoulders, 
and  pulling  them  with  all  his  force,  made  them  bow  down, 
while  he,  on  his  knees  upon  the  floor,  cried  out  (or  mercy,  and 
called  to  all  tlie  folk  in  words  like  these  :  "  Behold  ye  of  what 
sort  are  (he  angels  of  paradise  1  for  though  they  arc  called 
angels,  here  shall  ye  see  tliat  they  are  not  all  of  the  mala 
gender."    Then  with  a  loud  voice  he  added  : 

"Angel  beauteous,  angel  besi, 
Save  me  ibou,  make  tliou  me  blest.* 

Upon  this  my  charming  creature  laughed,  aixl  lifted  the  right 
hand  and  gave  him  a  papal  benediction,  with  many  pleasant 
words  to  boot.  So  Michel  Agnolo  stood  up,  and  said  it  was 
the  custom  to  kiss  the  feel  of  the  Pope  and  the  checks  of 
angels ;  and  having  done  the  latter  to  Diego,  tlie  boy  t>lu5bed 
deeply,  which  immensely  enhanced  his  beauty. 

When  tliis  reception  was  over,  we  found  the  whole  room 
full  of  sonnets,  which  every  man  of  us  had  made  and  sent  to 
Michel  Agnolo.  My  lad  t>cgan  to  read  Ihcm,  and  read  iJiem 
all  aloud  so  gracefully,  thai  his  infinite  cliatnis  were  heightened 
beyond  the  powers  of  language  to  describe.  Then  followed 
conversation  and  witty  sayings,  on  which  I  will  not  enlarge, 
for  that  is  not  my  business ;  only  one  clever  word  must  be 
mcntionetl,  for  it  was  spoken  by  that  admirable  painter 
Giulio,  who,  looking  round  with  meaning  ■  in  his  eyes  on  the 
bystanders,  and  fixitig  ihem  particularly  upon  the  women, 
turned  to  Michel  Agnolo  and  said  :  "My  dear  Micliel  Agnolo^ 
your  nickname  of  crow  very  well  suits  tliose  ladies  to-day, 
though  I  vow  they  are  someu-hat  less  fair  than  crows  by  the 
•ide  of  OQC  of  the  most  lovely  peacocks  which  fancy  could 
hare  painted." 

*  Virtuttamtmtt.  CeUloi  UK(  ibt  word  virtuttc  m  nunjr  sent^  but  ijwtjn 
■Mie  iiiih  icfaraiMo  lo  tnldlMlBkl  tfau  monJ  qualititt;  It  dcnolei  ecnio^ 
HtlMic  ftliiliijr,  idmcbUiw  fcio*,  4tb 
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\\'hen  the  banqavt  was  scn'cd  and  ready,  and  wc  were 
Bolag  to  lit  down  to  tabic,  Uiulio  asked  leave  to  be  allowed  to 
pUcc  ui.  This  being  granted,  he  took  tlie  women  by  the 
hand,  and  arranged  tlicm  all  upon  the  inner  side,  with  my  fail 
in  the  centre  ;  llicn  he  placed  all  the  men  on  the  outside  and 
OK  in  the  middle,  saying  there  was  no  honour  loo  grr.it  for 
my  deserts.  As  a  background  to  the  women,  there  was  spread 
■n  espalier  of  natural  jasminCH  in  full  beauty,'  which  set  off 
their  chann*,  and  especially  Diego's,  to  sudi  f;:rcat  advanlaKe, 
that  words  wo«dd  fail  to  deachbe  the  effect  Tlirn  we  all  of 
us  fell  to  enjoyinit  the  abundance  of  our  hoHt's  well-funiisUcd 
Lablc.  The  supper  was  followed  by  a  short  concert  oi  dcliKlit- 
ful  music,  voices  jodninit  in  hannony  willi  instruments ;  and 
fOfMnncfa  u  they  were  singing  and  playing  from  the  book, 
Bjr  bemly  begged  to  be  allowed  to  sing  his  pail  He  per- 
larmed  the  nunc  better  than  almost  all  the  rest,  which  so 
MioBished  the  company  that  Giulio  and  Michel  Agnolo 
dnppcd  their  earlier  lone  of  t»nter,  exchanging  it  for  wcU- 
wrighrd  lemts  of  sober  heartfelt  admiration. 

After  the  music  was  over,  a  certain  Aurelio  Ascolaoo,* 
remarkable  for  his  Klft  as  an  improvisatory  poet,  began  to 
exlcd  the  women  In  choice  phrases  of  exquisite  compliment 
WfaUe  he  ms  chanting,  the  two  girls  who  had  my  bcaiily 
between  them  ttcver  left  off  chatlning.  One  of  Ihcm  related 
Iwnr  she  bad  gone  wrong ;  the  other  a^kcd  mine  how  it  had 
hapixDcd  with  her.  and  who  were  her  friends,  and  how  long 
klie  had  txen  settled  iti  Home,  and  many  other  questions  (^ 
the  kind.  It  is  InK  thai,  if  I  choM  to  describe  such  tati|(b> 
aUc  cpbodes,  I  could  relate  sevefal  odd  things  which  then 
occurred  thrmgh  Pantasilea's  JcaloiHy  on  my  account ;  but 
since  they  fom  do  put  of  my  dcagn,  I  pass  them  briefly  over. 
At  last  the  ooovemtion  of  thoee  loose  women  vexed  my 
faemty,  whiim  we  had  chnitcned  Ponion.1  for  the  nonce ;  and 
Ponona,  wanting  to  escape  from  their  silly  talk,  luroed  rest* 
ICMly  upon  her  chair,  Tint  to  one  side  and  then  to  the  other. 
Tbe  fenude  brooMht  by  GinUo  asked  whether  she  felt  indie* 
Pomou  ■oswered,  yes,  she  thought  stie  was  a  monlfa 


iUm  ■vna,  a  iiWfc  i  «ad  I  on  not  nra  whtdw  Cslllnl  4o«  mS  mm 

Uw  bate  kiJ  tahioil  dtdi  buki  >  upaHfji  npmHsdaf  JtMriaM  Is  «  ssiinl 
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or  so  with  child ;  tliis  gave  Ihcm  the  opportonity  of  feeling 
her  body  and  discovering  the  real  sex  of  the  supposed  woman. 
Thereupon  they  quickly  withdrew  their  hands  and  rose  from 
table,  uttering  such  gibing  words  as  are  commonly  addressed 
to  young  men  of  eminent  beauty.  The  whole  room  rang  with 
laughter  and  astoniiUiinent,  in  the  midst  of  which  Mi^cl 
Agnolo,  assuming  a  fierce  aspect,  called  out  for  leave  to  inflict 
on  me  the  penance  he  thought  fit  When  this  was  granted, 
he  lifted  me  aloft  amid  the  clamour  of  the  company,  cr>-ing ; 
"  Long  hvc  the  gentleman  !  long  hvc  the  gentleman  ! "  and 
added  that  this  was  the  punishment  1  deserved  for  having 
played  bo  fine  a  trick.  Tbua  ended  that  most  agreeable  supper- 
party,  and  each  of  us  returned  to  his  own  dwelling  at  the 
dose  of  day. 

XXXI 

It  would  take  too  long  to  describe  in  detail  all  the  many 
and  diwrs  pieces  of  work  which  I  executed  for  a  great  variety 
of  men.  At  present  I  need  only  say  tliat  I  devoted  myself 
with  sustained  diligence  and  industry  to  acquiring  mastery  in 
the  several  brandies  of  art  which  I  enumerated  a  short  while 
back.  And  so  I  went  on  labouring  incessantly  al  atl  of  them  ; 
but  since  no  opportunity  has  presented  itself  as  yet  for  de- 
scribing  my  most  notable  performances,  I  shall  wait  to  report 
them  in  thdr  proper  place  befor;  ver>'  long.  The  Sicnese 
sculptor,  Mich^  Agnolo,  of  whom  I  have  recently  been 
speaking,  was  at  that  time  maldng  the  monument  of  the  late 
Pope  Adrian.  Giulio  Romano  went  to  iwint  for  the  Marquis  of 
Mantua.  The  other  mcmt^crs  of  the  club  t>etook  tliemsclvcs 
in  different  directions,  each  to  Ills  own  business ;  so  that  our 
company  of  artists  was  well-nigh  altogether  broken  up. 

About  this  time  there  fell  into  my  hands  some  little  Turidsh 
poniards ;  the  handle  as  well  as  the  blade  of  thc^  daggers 
was  made  of  irtm,  and  so  too  was  the  sheath.  They  were 
engraved  by  means  of  iron  implements  witl]  foliage  in  the 
most  exquisite  Turkish  stj-le,  very  neatly  filled  in  with  gold. 
The  sight  of  them  stirred  in  me  a  great  desire  to  try  my 
own  skill  in  that  branch,  so  different  from  the  others  which 
I  practised ;  and  finding  that  I  succeeded  to  my  satisfaction, 
I  executed  several  pieces.  Mine  were  far  more  beautiful  and 
more  durable  tlian  tlie  Turkish,  and  this  for  diver*  icasona. 
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Ewa>  ihat  I  cut  my  grooves  much  deeper  and  with  widei 
:h«  In  tlie  lUcel ;  lor  this  is  not  usual  in  Turkish  work. 
Another  wu  that  Itic  Turkish  arabesques  are  only  composed 
o(  anun  leaves  with  a  few  unnll  ninllowers;'  and  Uiuti^h 
tbete  have  a  certain  sr-tce,  tliey  do  not  yield  so  lasting  a 
picaaire  ■■  the  paltcmii  whicli  wc  u>e.  It  is  true  that  in  Italy 
we  Iiavc  scivenil  ditfercnt  wa>-s  of  designing  foliage  ;  the  Loin- 
banlt,  (or  cxain[de,  iion^truct  ver^'  beautiful  )>attcms  by  cofiying 
tlK  leaves  of  briony  and  iv>'  in  cxqui&itc  curves,  which  are 
cxtntfndy  agreeable  to  the  eye  ;  the  Tuscans  »nd  the  Romans 
make  a  better  choice,  because  tbcy  imitate  the  leaves  of  tlie 
■auillia%  oonunonty  called  bear's-foot,  with  its  stalks  and 
Aowerii  cnrling  to  divers  wavy  lines ;  and  into  these  arabesques 
one  may  excellently  well  insert  the  figures  ol  little  birds  and 
dUfartnt  animals,  by  which  tlie  good  taste  oi  tlie  artist  la  dia- 
ptayait  Some  hints  for  creatures  ot  this  tort  can  be  obaerved 
io  oatiiR  among  the  wild  flowen,  as,  for  imttancc,  la  knap> 
draffooa  and  some  few  other  plants,  which  must  be  combin«l 
and  developed  with  tlic  help  of  fanciful  imaginings  by  clever 
dfaiiKblwncn.  Such  ambescgues  arc  called  Rrote*quea  by  the 
IgaoMttt  They  tiave  »b4Ained  this  name  of  grotesques  amoog 
tts  ONKlcms  tlirougb  being  found  in  certain  aobtemaeaa 
cawtiain  Rome  bysludents  of  antiquity  ;  wludi  cavenw  were 
fociMdy  chambers,  hot-baths,  cabinets  lor  study,  halla,  and 
^larUcnla  of  like  nature.  The  curious  discovering  them  in 
such  places  (since  the  level  of  tlie  ground  has  gradually  been 
niaed  wliile  tbey  hare  remained  below,  and  since  in  Rome 
tbeae  raulted  moms  are  commonly  called  grottoes),  it  has 
followed  that  tlic  word  gmlcs>)i*c  i*  applicil  to  the  ]>nt1cmi  I 
have  mentioned.  liut  Itiia  i*  not  the  right  term  for  them,  in- 
aanuct)  aa  the  ancients,  who  delighted  in  com|K>ung  mon- 

IStan  oat  ol  goala,  cows,  and  horses,  called  thoc  diimcncal 
lijrbrida  by  the  name  ol  monster* ;  and  the  modem  artificen 
of  whom  I  spoke,  fashioned  from  the  foliage  which  they 
copied  mofulers  of  hke  nature ;  for  these  the  proj^cr  lume 
Is  Ifaercfore  monatcrs,  and  not  grotcaqoca.  Well,  then,  I  do* 
■igDcd  patlsnu  of  this  kind,  and  filled  tlicm  in  with  gold, 
as  I  have  mentioned :  and  they  were  far  more  pleasing  to 
the  c>'e  tlun  the  Turkish. 

It  chanced  at  that  time  Ihjt  I  hghted  upon  xune  ^ara  or  httle 


6frJwr»,  anm  MKoUlam,  uhI  •li'*a,  lb*  MWifciwt. 


S8 


LIFE  OF  BENVENUTO  CELLINI 


antique  tims  fitlecl  with  ashes,  and  among  the  ashes  were  som« 
iron  rin^K  inlaid  with  gold  (for  tlie  ancients  also  used  that  art), 
and  in  each  of  the  rings  was  set  a  tiny  cameo  of  shell.  On 
appl>-ing  to  men  of  learning,  they  told  me  that  these  rings 
ft-ere  worn  as  amulets  by  folk  desirous  of  abiding  with  mind 
unshaken  in  any  extraordinary  circumsLance,  whether  of  good 
or  evil  fortune.  Hereupon,  at  the  request  of  certain  noblemen 
who  were  my  friends,  I  undertook  to  fabricate  some  trilling 
rings  of  this  kind  ;  but  I  made  them  of  refined  steel ;  and  after 
they  had  been  well  engraved  and  irdaid  witli  gold,  tliey  pro- 
du<^  a  ^'cry  beautiful  effect ;  and  sometimes  a  single  ring 
brought  me  more  than  forty  crowns,  merely  in  payment  for 
my  labour. 

It  was  the  custom  at  that  epoch  to  wear  little  golden  medals, 
upon  which  every  nobleman  or  man  of  quality  had  some  device 
or  fancy  of  his  own  engraved  ;  and  these  were  worn  in  the  cap. 
Of  such  pieces  I  made  very  many,  and  found  them  extremely 
difficult  to  work.  I  have  already  mentioned  the  admirable 
craftfiman  Caradosso,  who  used  to  make  such  ornaments ;  and 
as  there  were  more  than  one  figure  on  each  piece,  he  asked  at 
least  a  hundred  gold  crowns  for  his  fee,  Tliis  being  so— not, 
however,  because  his  prices  were  so  high,  but  because  he 
worked  so  slowly — I  began  to  be  employed  by  certain  noble- 
men, for  whom,  among  other  things,  I  made  a  medal  to  com- 
petition with  that  great  artist,  and  it  had  four  figures,  upon 
which  I  ha<l  cxpende<l  an  infinity  of  lal^our.  These  men  of 
quality,  when  they  comparwl  my  piece  with  that  of  the 
l^motis  Caradosso,  declaretl  tliat  mine  was  by  far  the  better 
executed  and  more  beautiful,  and  bade  me  ask  what  I  liked 
as  the  reward  of  my  trouble ;  for  since  I  liad  given  them 
sucli  perfect  satisfaction,  they  wished  to  do  the  like  by  me. 
I  replied  tliat  my  greatest  reward  and  what  I  most  desired 
was  to  have  rivalled  the  masterpieces  of  so  eminent  an  artist ; 
and  that  if  their  lordships  thought  I  had,  I  acknowledged 
myself  to  be  most  amply  rewarded.  With  this  I  took  my 
leave,  and  tliey  immediately  sent  me  such  a  very  tiber;U 
present,  that  1  was  well  content ;  indeed  tliere  grew  in  me  so 
Sreat  a  spirit  to  do  well,  that  to  this  event  1  attribute  what  will 
afterwards  be  related  of  my  progress. 
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Ml,  nnlcM  I  were  to  omit  Riinc  anno)-ins  incidents  which  have 
happened  in  Ihe  coune  of  my  troubled  career.  One  ol  tliesc, 
which  I  am  about  to  describe,  brought  mc  into  the  greatest 
titk  ol  my  tile.  I  have  alrc:i(Iy  told  the  Eloty  of  the  artists' 
dub,  and  of  the  farciail  atlvcntum  which  happened  owini; 
to  Ibe  woBUUi  whom  I  fncntioned,  I^taulea,  the  one  who  felt 
for  me  that  fabe  and  fulsome  love.  She  was  furiously  enraged 
became  of  the  pleasant  trick  by  which  I  brought  Dic^  to  our 
banqtiet,  and  alie  swore  to  be  revenged  on  me.  How  she  did 
M  Is  mized  up  with  the  history  of  a  young  man  called  Luigi 
Ihild,who  bad  recently  come  to  Rome.  He  was  the  son  of 
eD«  id  the  Pttlcts,  who  had  been  beheaded  for  incest  wHh 
Ut  dMShler :  and  the  youth  posses^rd  extraordinary  eitlt 
for  poetry  together  with  sound  Latin  scholarship;  he  wrote 
well,  was  graceful  in  nunncra,  and  of  surprising  personal 
beauty ;  be  had  just  left  Ihe  service  of  some  bishop,  whose 
Dune  1  do  not  remember,  and  was  thoroughly  tainttrd  with 
•  very  foul  disease.  While  he  w^  yet  a  lad  and  living  in 
FlorcnoB,  tbey  used  in  certam  pbccs  of  the  city  to  meet  to- 
Ifelhcr  iliirinc  Ihe  nights  of  dimmer  on  the  public  streets ;  and 
be,  ranking  amontl  the  best  of  the  )mproi,'isatori,  sang  there. 
His  redtaiiiini  woe  eo  admirable,  that  ttie  divine  Michel 
A^tnolo  Buonarroti,  that  prince  of  sculptors  and  of  pninten, 
went,  wherever  he  heard  tlial  he  wuuld  be,  with  the  greatest 
mitfoem  and  delight  to  listen  to  him.  There  was  a  man 
ollml  Pfloto,  A  floldsmlth.  very  able  in  his  art,  who,  together 
wUb  myself,  ioilned  BucHuuroti  upon  these  occasions.'  Thus 
■cqiiamtance  sprang  up  between  me  and  Lulgj  }*uld ;  and  so, 
after  the  lapse  of  many  years,  lie  came,  in  the  inueralile  plight 
wbKb  I  bave  mention^,  to  make  himself  known  to  me  again 
Id  Rfloe,  beseeching  me  (or  God's  sake  to  help  him.  Moved 
to  corepasrioo  by  his  Rrrat  laleala,  by  the  love  of  my  father- 
land,  and  by  my  own  natural  (endemess  ot  beart,  I  took  him 
Inlo  ray  bouse,  and  had  him  medically  tnated  In  such  wise 

■  niMD.  ^  «Im«  «•  A>n  bmr  man  bnwlla,  mtt  •  ntmBtiwni  Apn  is 
terknBllMncki]r«ilMlMs,sad«Mklmasdpneikd)«lMr.  ViHriMyi 
awanNM|»M<'><i«*^b«'*H>nninafikndbua.  LMa'tHomlt^ 
i>  Omt,  AoMld  to  MsdM  t7  thorn  -bo  M«k  sa  Mikt  iM»  lUi  ewioas 
isJiksiblslfcwisqr. 
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tbst,  being  but  1  youth,  lie  soon  regained  his  health.  While 
he  Vfas  still  pursuinH  his  cure,  he  never  omitted  hb  studies, 
and  I  provHded  him  with  books  according  to  the  means  at  my 
disposal.  The  result  was  that  Luigi,  recognisuig  the  great 
benefits  he  bad  received  from  me,  oftentimes  with  words 
and  tears  returned  me  thanks,  protesting  that  if  God  should 
ever  put  good  fortune  in  his  way,  he  would  recompense  me  for 
my  kindness.  To  this  I  replied  that  I  had  not  done  for  him 
as  much  3s  1  desired,  but  only  what  I  could,  and  (hat  it  was 
the  duty  of  human  beings  to  be  mutually  serviceable.  Only 
I  suggc^ed  that  he  should  repay  the  service  1  had  rendered 
him  by  doing  likewise  to  some  one  who  might  have  the  same 
need  of  him  as  he  had  had  of  me. 

The  young  man  in  question  began  to  frequent  the  Court 
of  Rome,  where  he  soon  found  a  situation,  and  enrolled  him- 
•clf  in  the  suite  of  a  bishop,  a  man  of  eighty  years,  who  bore 
the  title  oi  Gurgensis.>  This  bishop  had  a  nephew  called 
Mcsscr  Giovanni :  he  was  a  nobleman  of  Venice ;  and  the 
said  Messer  Giovanni  made  show  of  marvellous  attachment 
to  Luigi  Pulci's  talents ;  and  under  the  pretence  of  these 
talents,  he  brought  him  as  fAmitiar  to  himself  as  his  own  Ocsh 
and  blood.  Luigi  having  t:tlked  of  nie,  and  of  his  great  obli- 
gations to  me,  with  Mcsser  Giovanni,  the  latter  expressed  a 
wisli  to  make  my  acquaintance.  Thus  then  it  came  to  pass, 
that  when  I  had  upon  a  certain  evening  inWted  that  woman 
PantaaJlea  to  supper,  and  had  assembled  a  company  of  men 
of  parts  who  were  my  friends,  just  at  tlie  moment  of  our  sitting 
down  to  tabic,  Mcsser  Giovanni  and  Luigi  Fulci  arrived,  and 
after  some  complimcntar)'  Speeches,  tlicy  both  remained  to 
Bup  with  us.  The  shameless  strumpet,  casting  her  eyes  upon 
the  young  man's  l>eauty,  began  at  once  to  lay  her  nets  for  him ; 
perceiving  which,  when  the  supper  had  come  to  an  agreeable 
end,  I  took  I>uigi  aside,  and  conjured  him,  by  the  benefits  be 
said  he  owed  me,  to  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  her. 
To  Uiis  he  answered :  "  Good  heavens,  Benvenuto  I  do  j-ou 
then  Like  me  lor  a  madman  ?"  I  rejoined :  "  Not  for  a  mad- 
man, but  for  a  young  fellow  ; "  and  I  swore  to  him  by  God : 
"  i  do  not  give  that  woman  the  least  Uiought ;  but  for  your 
sake  I  should  be  sorry  if  through  her  >'ou  came  to  break  your 
neck."      Upon  these  words  he  vowed  and  prayed  to  God, 

>  OiroUmo  Bktbc^  of  Ihe  nolilc  VcnetUa  bmity,  Biibop  «t  Cutck,  io 
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■t.  If  ever  he  bot  ipokc  with  her,  he  might  upon  the  moment 
break  hi«  neck.     I  think  the  t>u>-ii  lad  swore  Ihia  nalfa  toUod 

til  all  hi«  hc^.  for  be  did  break  his  neck,  as  I  shall  presently 
relate.  McMcr  Giovanni  Khowed  »Knit  too  evident  of  loving 
hiio  in  a  dishonourable  way ;  fur  u-c  be((an  to  notice  tliat 
LuIkI  had  new  utjis  of  silk  and  velvet  every  mt>niing,  and 
it  waa  known  that  he  sbandoucd  biinsctf  alto^jrlhcr  to  tud 
oooiiM.  He  neglected  his  line  talents,  and  pretended  not 
to  MB  or  rooognise  me,  because  I  had  once  rcbuketl  him,  and 
told  him  be  was  giving  his  soul  to  foul  vices,  which  would 

I  ike  fajin  break  his  neck,  as  he  had  rowed. 
Mow  M— Bf  Qiomnnl  bought  bis  favourite  a  rerr  fme  black 
CM,  (or  wlikfa  be  paid  150  crowns.  The  beast  waa  adrairably 
lined  to  hand,  vn  that  Luigi  could  go  daily  to  caracole  around 
Ibe  lodgings  of  that  prostitute  Puitaailca.  Though  1  took 
Botfce  ol  this,  I  paid  it  no  attention,  only  tcinarkind  tlial  all 
Ihtaffi  acted  as  their  nature  prooiptcd  ;  and  meanwhile  1  g-ivc 
aqr  wbols  nind  lo  my  studies.  It  came  to  pass  one  Sunday 
•Wjdng  that  we  were  invited  to  sup  togetlter  with  the  Siencse 
•colptor,  Michel  Agnolo,  and  the  time  of  the  year  was  summer. 
Bacblyca,  of  whom  I  have  already  spoken,  waa  pnsent  at  the 
puty  r>nd  he  liad  brought  with  him  his  old  Inmf  Pinlinftim 
Wbea  we  were  at  table,  slic  >>->t  t>clw<x-n^S£jad.  Sochiacca : 
hnt  bt  th^  vpTY  pilddte  of  tlic  liAfii|m-t  >hy  foae,  and  excused 
iManMSippn  the  pcrteKf  tff  a  natural  i)cc£!u>-tng  slic  would 
■peadOy  return.  We,  meanwlitlc,  continued  talking  very 
acteeably  and  supping ;  but  she  remained  an  tuiacoountatily 
long  time  abaent.  It  chanced  that,  keeping  my  ears  open,  1 
Aonght  I  hcanl  a  sort  r4  subdued  littering  in  the  i>trccl  below. 
1  bad  a  knife  in  hand,  whid)  1  waa  using  fur  my  acnrlca  at 
Um  tatile.  Tlic  window  was  to  cloae  to  wlicrc  I  aat,  that,  by 
■arcly  riainn.  I  could  see  Luigi  in  the  itrect,  together  with 
ftntasUca ;  and  I  beard  Luigi  saying :  "  Oh,  if  Ibat  dcnl 
only  taw  us,  shouldn't  we  Just  catch  it  I "  Slw 
"  Have  no  (car ;  only  listen  to  the  noiae  they're 
we  arr  the  last  tbini!  U>cy'rc  thinking  of."  At  iticw 
having  made  tbcin  l>otli  well  out,  I  leai^  from  Ibe 
■iadow,  and  look  Luigi  by  tbc  cape ;  and  certainly  1  sboold 
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then  have  killed  him  with  the  knife  I  held,  but  that  he  was 
riding  a  white  horse,  to  which  lie  cUjiivd  spurs,  leaving  his 
cape  in  my  grasp,  in  order  to  preserve  bis  life.  Panlasilea 
took  to  her  heels  in  the  direction  of  a  neighbouring  church. 
The  company  at  supper  rose  immediately,  and  came  down, 
entreating  me  in  a  body  to  refrain  from  putting  m>-self  and 
them  to  inconvqgencejoL^stninipet.  I  told  them  that  I 
should  not  haveletmyselfbe  moved  on  her  account,  but 
that  1  was  bent  on  punishingttie  J  nfam  ous  young  man,  who 
showed  how  lillie  he  regardetTaw:  flScordinigtyTvrould  not 
yield  to  the  remonstrances  of  those  ingenious  and  worthy 
men.  but  took  my  sword,  and  went  alone  toward  I'mti : — 
the  bouse  where  we  were  supping,  1  should  say,  stood  dose 
to  the  Castcllo  g:)te,  which  led  Co  Pniti.'  Walking  thus  upon 
the  road  to  Prati.  1  had  not  gone  far  before  the  sun  sank,  and  1 
re-entered  Rome  itself  at  a  stow  pace.  Night  had  fallen  ;  dark- 
ness had  come  on  ;  tnit  the  gates  of  Rome  were  not  yet  shut. 

Toward  two  hours  after  sunset,  I  walked  along  I^tasilca's 
lodging,  with  the  intention,  if  Luigi  Pulci  were  there,  of  doing 
somctliing  to  the  discontent  of  both.  When  I  heard  and  saw 
that  no  one  but  a  poor  servant-girl  called  Canida  was  in  ttie 
bouse,  1  went  to  put  away  my  cloak  and  the  scabbard  of  my 
sword,  and  Uien  returned  to  tlie  house,  which  stood  behind  tlie 
Banclii  on  the  river  Tiber.  Just  opj^osite  stretched  a  garden 
belonging  to  an  innkeeper  called  Rumolo.  It  was  enclosed 
by  a  thick  hedge  of  tlioms,  in  whidt  1  hid  myself,  standing 
upright,  and  waiting  till  the  woman  came  back  with  LuigL 
After  keeping  watch  awhile  there,  my  friend  Bachiacca  crept 
up  to  me  ;  whether  led  by  his  own  suspicions  or  by  the  advice 
oi  others,  1  cannot  say.  In  a  low  voice  he  called  out  to  me : 
"  Goastp  "  (for  so  we  used  (o  name  ourselves  for  fun):  and  then 
he  prayed  me  for  God's  love,  using  the  words  which  follow, 
with  tears  in  Itie  tone  of  his  voice :  "  Dear  gossip,  I  entreat 
you  not  to  injure  that  poor  girl :  she  at  least  has  erred  ui  no 
wise  in  this  matter — no,  not  at  all."  Wlien  I  heard  what  be 
was  sapng,  I  replied  :  "  If  yooi  don't^take  >-ourself  off  now,  at 
(his  first  word  1  utter,  Iwillbringoiy  swSrtHiCTc  down  upon 
your  head^'-    Overwhelmed  witli  fright,  my  poor  gossip  was 

■  The  Poru  Cul«Uo  wu  lh«  gale  oUkd  »hct  ih«  Culle  of  S.  AnnloL 
PnU,  M  bi  u  t  can  make  out.  «u  an  open  ipuc  bci*«ca  ihe  Boiso  and  tlw 
Bnd|c  of  S,  Aaeeto.  In  ocdct  to  gel  iwide  Rone  iltelt,  Celliai  £ui  In  put 
a  Mond  pt^  llis  own  lodging  and  Futatlloi't  bow  'mtn  in  tlw  nuartei 
of  (be  Kaodi,  whote  an  now  the  Via  Ululia  aad  Wa  de'  Bancbi  Voochi, 
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^Raddealy  taken  ill  with  the  colic,  and  u-lthc)rew  to  case  him- 
W  Klf  Jipcut ;  indeed,  he-  could  not  Init  oI>cy  tlic  call,  llicre 
wai  n  (tlorious  huvcn  of  atan,  whicli  shed  |^Md  light  to 
KG  hy.  All  of  a  tuddcn  1  was  aware  of  tlie  noise  ot  many 
bonct :  ttic)'  were  coming  tou-^ird  mc  from  the  one  side  and 
Ibe  otfaer.  It  tnmed  out  to  be  Luit;i  and  Pantasilca.  attended 
by  >  oertiin  Messer  Ucnvcgnalu  ol  I'crugi.i,  who  W4S  ch.im- 
beriaio  to  Pope  Clement,  »i)d  followed  t>y  four  doughty  cap- 
tains ol  Pentgta,  wiUi  >uine  other  valiant  soldiers  in  the 
ttower  oi  youth  ;  altogether  reckoned,  there  were  more  than 
twehw  nrotds.  When  I  undentood  the  matter,  and  saw 
not  bow  to  tly,  1  did  my  best  to  crouch  into  the  hedge.  But 
the  tbonu  pricked  and  hurt  me,  g»adintl  me  to  madness 
Uke  a  ball ;  and  I  had  half  resolved  to  take  a  leap  and  liaurd 
ny  eacape.  Just  then  Luigi,  with  his  arm  roux>d  Pantastlea's 
neck,  waa  beard  co'ing  :  "  1  muit  kiss  >*ou  once  again,  if  only 
to  inmlt  tlial  tnitor  Ucnvenuto."  At  that  moment,  annoj'ed 
at  I  wau  by  tl>e  prickles,  and  irritated  by  the  j'oung  man's 
wonb,  1  tpnuig  forth,  hfted  my  tword  on  high,  and  shouted 
al  the  top  of  my  voice :  "  You  arc  all  dead  folk  I "  Uy 
deieoided  on  tbc  •lioutder  of  Luigi ;  but  ihc  satyrs  who 
doted  on  him,  had  steeled  his  |>cma  round  with  coats  of 
mail  and  tucfa-bke  vtllaioous  dcfcncea ;  sUU  the  stroke  fell 
with  crushing  fores.  Swerving  aside,  tbc  sword  hit  Pantasilea 
full  in  ooae  and  mouth.  Both  she  and  Luigi  grovelled  oa 
Ibe  ftouBd,  while  IJaditaeca,  with  his  brccchea  down  to 
htai*,  tcrcamed  out  and  nn  away.  Tlten  1  turned  upon  the 
ottwn  boldly  with  my  swofd;  and  those  valiant  fellows, 
hearing  a  toddeo  commotion  in  the  tavcni,  Uiought  tlicre 
waa  an  army  coming  of  a  hundred  men ;  and  thougli  they 
drrw  thdr  swords  with  spirit,  >'ct  two  horses  which  had  taken 
Mght  in  the  tumult  cast  them  into  nich  disorder  that  a 
conple  of  the  best  riders  were  thrown,  and  (be  remainder 
look  to  ffitfbt  I,  seeiDK  that  lbs  affair  was  turning  nut  well 
lor  ne,  nn  aa  quickly  as  I  coutd.  and  came  off  with  hiutonr 
from  Ibe  entfacement,  not  wishing  to  tempt  fortune  more 
Ifcan  was  my  duty.  Uunng  tliis  hurly-burly,  sutne  of  tlie 
■oldten  and  optains  wounded  Uienuclves  with  their  own 
anna ;  and  Meascr  licni-eKnato,  Uic  Pope's  chamlieriain,  waa 
Ucbcd  and  trampled  by  Uis  mule.  One  of  the  sennwts  tha, 
wbo  had  drawn  bis  swurd,  fell  down  togetber  with  bis  master, 
woBDded  bin  badly  in  the  hand.     Uaddened  by  tbo 
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pain,  he  swore  louder  than  all  the  rest  in  his  Perugian 
jargon,  coiig  out :  "  By  the  body  ot  God,  I  will  take  care  that 
Bcnvegnitto  teaches  Benvenuto  how  to  live."  He  afterwards 
commiKsioned  one  of  ttie  captains  who  were  with  htm  (braver 
perhaps  than  the  others,  but  with  less  aplomb,  as  being  but 
2  youth)  to  seek  me  out.  Tlie  fellow  came  to  visit  me  in 
the  place  of  my  retirement ;  Uiat  was  the  palace  of  a  (treat 
Neapolitan  nobleman,  who  had  become  acquainted  with 
me  in  my  art,  and  bad  besides  taken  a  faacy  to  mc  because 
of  my  physical  and  mental  aptitude  for  fighting,  to  which  my 
I  lord  himself  was  personally  well  inclined.  So,  then,  finding 
I  myself  made  much  of,  and  being  precisely  in  my  clement,  I 
gave  such  answer  to  the  captain  as  1  think  must  have  made 
him  earnestly  repent  of  liavinR  come  to  look  me  up.  After  a 
few  days,  when  the  wounds  of  Luigi,  and  the  stnimpct,  and 
the  rest  were  hcahng,  this  great  Neapolitan  nobleman  received 
overtures  from  Messcr  Ucnvegnato ;  for  the  prelate's  anger 
had  cooled,  and  he  proposed  to  ratify  a  peace  between  uie 
and  Luigi  and  the  soldiers,  who  bad  pcrwnally  no  quarrel 
witli  mc,  and  only  wished  to  make  my  acquaintance.  Ac- 
cordingly my  friend  the  nobleman  replied  that  be  would 
bring  me  where  they  chose  to  appoint,  and  that  he  was  very 
willing  to  effect  a  reconciliation.  He  stipulated  that  no  woids 
should  be  bandied  about  on  either  side,  seeing  that  would  be 
little  to  their  credit ;  it  was  enough  to  go  through  the  form 
of  drinking  together  and  exclianging  kisses;  be  for  his  part 
undertook  to  do  the  talking,  and  promised  to  settle  the  matter 
to  their  honour.  This  aiTangcment  was  carried  ouL  On 
Thursday  evening  my  protector  took  mc  to  the  house  of 
HesMT  Bcnvegnato,  where  all  the  soldiers  who  bad  been 
present  at  that  discomfiture  were  assembled,  and  already 
seated  at  table.  My  nobleman  was  attended  by  thirty  brave 
fetlou's,  all  Well  armed;  a  circumstance  which  Messcr  Bcn- 
vegnato lia<l  not  anticipated.  When  we  CAme  into  the  hall, 
he  walking  firat,  I  following,  he  sfiake  to  tliis  effect:  "God 
saii-e  you,  gentlemen  ;  we  have  come  to  sec  you,  I  and 
Benvenuto,  whom  I  love  like  my  own  brother ;  and  wc  are 
ready  to  do  whatever  you  propose."  Messer  Bcnvegnato, 
seeing  the  ball  fill  with  such  a  crowd  of  men,  called  out :  "  It 
is  only  peace,  and  nothing  else,  we  ask  of  >-oti."  Accordingly 
he  promised  that  the  governor  of  Rome  and  his  catcl]|>oles 
should  give  mc  no  trouUe.    Then  we  made  peace,  and  1 
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^vturned  to  my  shoji.  wliere  I  could  not  stay  an  hour  vithoot 
ttiat  Neapolitan  nobleman  either  coming  to  see  me  or  sendlllg 
for  me. 

Meanwhile  Luij;!  Puld,  having  recovered  from  his  wound, 
rode  every  day  upon  the  black  horse  which  was  so  well 
trained  to  heel  and  bridle.  One  day,  among  others,  after  it 
had  rained  a  little,  and  he  was  making  his  horse  curvet  just 
before  Pantasilca's  door,  he  slipped  and  fell,  with  the  horse 
upon  him.  His  right  leg  wtis  broken  short  o^  in  the  thigh  ; 
and  after  a  few  dnys  he  died  there  in  Pantasilea's  lodgings, 
dbcharging  tlius  the  vow  he  registered  so  heartily  to  Heaven. 
Even  so  may  it  be  seen  that  God  Jieeps  accouiit  of  the  good 
and  the  bad,  and  give^  tft  fiJCh  PHf  what  he  merits. 


XXXIV 

Tlie  whole  world  was  now  in  warfare.'  Pope  Clement  had 
sent  to  get  tome  troops  from  Giovanni  de'  Mcdtd,  and  when 
tbey  came,  they  made  such  disturbances  in  Rome,  that  it  was 
ill  living  in  o)Kn  sliops.*  On  this  account  I  retired  to  a  good 
snug  bouse  behind  the  Banclii,  where  I  worked  for  all  tlie 
friends  I  had  acquired.  Since  I  produced  few  things  o(  mucli 
importance  at  lliat  period,  I  need  not  waste  time  in  talking 
about  them.  I  took  much  pleasure  in  music  and  amusements 
of  the  kind.  On  the  death  of  Giovanni  de'  Medici  in  Lombardy, 
the  Hope,  at  the  advice  of  Messer  Jacopo  Salviati,  dismissed 
the  five  bands  he  had  engiiged ;  and  when  the  Constable 
of  BourtMn  knew  tltere  were  no  troops  in  Rome,  he  pushed 
his  army  with  tlie  utmost  energy  up  to  tlie  dty.  The  whole 
ol  Rome  upon  this  flew  to  arms.  I  happened  to  be  intimate 
with  Alessandro,  the  son  of  Picro  del  Bene,  who,  at  the  time 
when  the  Colormesi  entered  Rome,  had  requested  me  to  guard 
his  palace.'  On  this  more  serious  occasion,  therefore,  he 
prayed  me  to  enlist  fiftj-  comrades  for  the  protection  of  the 

*  n«i  ^d  broken  out  in  ijil  belw«en  Ouula  V.  *ncl  Fundi  L,  wliich 
dlKiiibcd  all  Eorope  tnd  IdtoItciI  the  Sutc*  of  UaXj  In  Miiou*  comiilioiioni. 
At  Uia  BOBMal  when  IhU  chanter  <>p«iit,  th«  Impcciali*!  atniy  undn  Ih« 
Cemoble  of  Bomboa  wm  murching  ui>on  Koroc  in  1517. 

'Tlma  Itoof*  onund  Rome  in  October  i{)6.  Ttaef  wer«  diibMided  in 
Nuch  Ijar- 

*  CcIUni  here  rcTen  to  the  allack  mftde  upon  Rome  hf  the  i^tU  GliltKlliTu 
IwMte  of  Cotoma,  led  by  theif  chtd  caploin,  Poiupeo,  la  Septciiibei  i^tAi. 
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said  house,  appointing  me  their  captain,  as  I  had  been  when 
the  Colotincst  caine.  So  1  collected  I'lfty  >-ouDg  men  oi  tlte 
highest  ooufage,  and  we  took  up  our  quarters  in  his  palace, 
with  good  pay  and  excellent  ap[>oiii(incnts. 

Bourbon's  anny  had  now  arrived  before  the  walls  of  Rome, 
and  Alcssandro  begged  me  to  go  with  falm  to  reconnoitre. 
So  we  went  with  one  of  the  stoutest  fellows  ui  our  company ; 
and  on  the  way  a  youth  called  Cecchino  delLi  Casa  joined 
himself  to  us.  On  reaching  the  walls  by  tlie  Campo  Santo, 
we  could  see  that  famou:t  army,  which  was  making  every 
cBort  to  enter  the  town.  Upon  tlie  nmiparts  where  we  took 
our  station,  several  young  men  were  tying  killed  by  the  be- 
siegcra ;  Uic  battle  need  tlierc  desperately,  and  there  was  tlie 
densest  fog  imaginable.  I  turned  to  Alcssandro  and  said: 
"  Let  us  go  home  as  soon  as  we  can,  for  there  is  nothing 
to  be  done  here ;  you  see  the  enemies  arc  mounting,  and  our 
men  arc  in  flight."  Alcssandro.  in  a  panic,  cried  :  "  Would 
God  that  vc  had  never  come  here  I"  and  turned  in  maddest 
haste  to  fly.  I  took  him  up  somewhat  sharply  with  these 
wonls :  "  Since  >'ou  have  brought  me  here,  1  must  periorm 
some  action  worthy  of  a  man  ; "  and  directing  my  arquebuse 
where  I  saw  the  thickest  and  most  serried  troop  o(  lighting 
men,  I  aimed  ex:ictlyat  one  whom  I  remarked  to  be  higher 
than  the  rest :  the  fog  prevented  me  from  t>cing  certain 
whether  he  was  on  horseback  or  on  foot  Then  I  turned  to 
Alcssandro  and  Cecchino,  and  bade  them  discharge  tlteir 
arquebuses,  showing  tliem  how  to  avoid  being  hit  by  tlie 
besiegers.  When  we  had  fired  two  rounds  apiece,  I  crept 
cautiously  up  to  the  wall,  and  observing  among  the  enemy  a 
most  extraordinary  confusion,  I  <liscovered  alterwards  thai 
one  of  our  sliota  had  killed  the  Constable  of  Bourbon  ;  and 
from  what  1  subsetiuenlly  Icunted,  be  was  Uie  man  whom 
I  had  first  noticed  above  the  heads  of  the  rest.' 

Quitting  our  position  on  tlie  tainparls,  we  crossed  the  Campo 


11mt  took  fcmniden  «f  th«  <isr  ■■><!  drove  OcincDt  into  the  Cutle  ol  S.  Angclov 
when  they  rurccJ  litin  to  »ci^  to  mini  laiuuiing  ihe  Impctukl  cauw.  It  wm 
CDttomsry  (oi  KiJinan  grntlriiicn  to  bin  braii  lor  (he  dcfeocc  of  Ihcii  palice* 
when  any  eiiiaiidiiury  lintuibancc  wu  eipected,  u.  (ai  eiunple,  upon  the 
TacA;]on  of  ihe  i^ipal  Choii. 

'  All  hislorijiu  of  the  uek  of  Rome  »f  rec  in  uylnjj  ibkl  Uouibon  wu  ibot 
dtail  while  pUcinc  Uddcn  agun«<  Iheoslaockt  oeai  (ii«  litop  Cellini  nienll-ioL 
But  the  honuur  of  liiioj:  the  atqoriMUc  lahldi  broUKhl  him  down  eianot  be 
mipKi  to  anv  one  in  gnriiculat.  Very  diifft«M  tioriM  »«rc  current  on  tb* 
Miti(tct.    Sec  GitcoroviiMv  •SAuB'  Xtm.  'tot.  nil  p  JJI. 
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ftwto,  and  BDterct]  the  city  by  St.  Peter** ;  then  oooiin^  out 
«xacUy  at  the  church  ol  Santo  Agiiolo,  we  ttot  with  tJie  iiTcatest 
tUfficolty  to  the  great  gate  of  the  castle ;  for  the  genemU  Hauo 
di  Ccri  and  Onuio  Bagliooi  were  wounding  and  sl-iughtcring 
everybody  who  abandoned  the  defence  of  the  walls.'  By  the 
lime  we  had  teaclicd  the  great  gate.  i^«t  of  the  foemcn  bad 
alnady  entered  Rome,  and  we  had  Ihcm  in  our  rear.  The 
fBllirl'l"  had  ordered  tlie  portcullis  to  l>e  lowered,  in  order 
to  do  whidi  they  cleared  a  little  space,  and  this  enabled  us 
four  to  set  intide.  On  the  instant  tltat  I  entered,  the  captain 
nUkMtt  de*  Medici  claimed  roe  aa  being  .of  the  PapoJ  hoose- 
holdi  and  forced  mo  tu  abandon  Alessaiidro,  which  I  had  to 
do*  noch  acaiiut  my  will.  1  as<;cndcd  lu  the  keep,  and  at  the 
nme  iiwtant  Pvpe  Clement  came  in  through  the  conidora 
into  the  cuUe;  be  had  refused  to  leave  the  p.il3ce  of  St.  IMcr 
earlier,  being  unable  to  l>e[ieve  tliat  hU  enemies  would  elTect 
their  catnoce  into  Kome.*  Having  got  into  the  castlo  in  tliii 
way,  I  attaclicd  myself  to  certain  pieces  of  artillery,  whidi 
vera  under  the  command  of  a  bombiLrdicr  called  (tiiiliano 
nonnlimi.  Leratnic  there  against  tlic  kiltlcmcnts.  the  un- 
happy mao  could  boo  his  poor  house  being  uckcd,  aiul  his 
wife  and  children  outraged ;  fearing  to  strike  his  own  folk, 
he  dared  not  discharge  the  cannon,  and  timging  the  buminij 
fuse  upoa  the  ground,  he  wept  as  though  his  heart  would 
break,  and  tore  liis  cheeiu  with  botli  his  lundi.*  Some  of 
the  other  bombardien  w«re  behaving  in  like  manner ;  tceintf 
which,  I  look  ooe  of  the  matches,  and  gut  the  aedstanoe  of 
a  lew  men  whr>  were  not  overcome  by  their  emotions,  I 
•imad  tome  swivels  and  falconets  at  points  witoro  I  saw  U 

•  rar>MMdlC«rlMtst«<m,p.4>  Om^lhMo^tltUtmi-tiiaMj 
IW^bw  hmOr.  WW  s  JhlbwiAsJ  CMdottim.  Ik  HlNMMSilr  skuiHi 
Ibi  arnlnn  et  Uw  tlwd>  Htt,  tMt  «sd  ««hliaB  ait  lUftm  is  Ijsl. 
OmI*  Mi4Md  wvml  W  Ui  oe^M  In  mOm  Ib  toqain  the  ta>4>Up  M 
Tm^t     Itb  bmlMf  HsUmu  awknook  lo  ddnd  nuraK*  b  liw  d« 

•tUMto.  te  Ui  Lib  of  thi  CsfdlMl  r««MM  C«toaM.  nkiM  iMiw  Im 

'  OWPMI  la  hb  aiflM  Inm  ihaVailna  i»  Urn  OMila.    WhO* 

«IMH  MitMM  o(  lU  ■klkry,  Iw  ikmt  Ms  tiolM  «M)Ua  mni 

I^MftoMi  Um  «yi«  uuk  ol  (ha  Pamtia.  fa>  hw  ha  hIbM  b 

itari  at  tif  tb«  widhn  la  Iha  ««m>  Ukn*. 

*  7W  (iMii  >iiHhtMii|lii  al  hfcdla  da  UuudaM  ■  mm  la  MMf 
,  M^wu  iMwatila^  CUluTMaAnM  lUi  pn  irf  aar  talhor-s  iiMntlML  U 
I       k  MM  itf  iha  mmM  Imtmmiian  wttem  wl  itUmm  nvH>dii|  ohai  wwi  a 

taMi  tkc  wali  riwiv  >ka  ^^  of  Haw,    H«a*clarM  aw  slat  ■  fumm. 
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would  be  useful,  and  killed  with  Uieni  a  good  number  of  tl>e 
enemy.  Had  it  not  been  for  lliis,  the  troops  who  poured  into 
Rome  that  moniinK,  and  were  marching  straight  upon  the 
caxtle,  might  possibly  have  entered  it  with  case,  because  the 
artillery  was  doing  them  no  damage.  1  weat  on  tiring  under 
the  eyes  of  several  cardinals  and  lords,  who  kept  blessing  mc 
and  giving  me  the  heartiest  encouiagemenL  In  my  enthusiasm 
i  strove  to  achieve  the  impossible ;  let  it  suffice  that  it  was  I 
who  saved  the  castle  that  morning,  and  bmugtit  the  other 
bombardiers  back  to  their  duty.'  1  u-orked  hard  the  whole 
of  that  day ;  and  when  the  evening  came,  while  the  army  was 
marching  into  Rome  tlirough  the  Trastevere,  Pope  Clement 
appointed  a  great  Roman  nobleman  named  Antonio  Santa- 
croce  to  be  capLiin  of  all  the  gunners.  The  first  thing  tliis 
man  did  was  to  come  to  me,  ai)d  having  greeted  me  with 
Uie  utmost  kindness,  he  stationed  mc  with  live  fine  pieces 
of  artillerj-  on  the  highest  pant  of  the  castle,  to  which  the 
name  of  the  Angel  specially  belongs.  This  circular  eminence 
goes  round  the  castle,  and  sur^'eys  both  Prati  and  the  town  of 
Rome.  Tlie  captain  put  under  my  orders  enough  men  to  belp 
in  managing  my  guns,  and  havmg  seen  me  paid  in  advance, 
he  gave  me  rations  of  bread  and  a  little  wine,  and  begged  me 
to  go  forward  as  1  had  begun.  I  was  perhaps  more  inclined 
by  nature  to  the  profession  of  arms  than  to  tlie  one  I  had 
atlopted,  and  1  took  such  pleasure  tn  its  duties  Uial  I  dis- 
charged them  better  than  those  of  my  own  art  Night  came, 
the  enemy  had  entered  Rome,  and  we  who  were  in  the  castle 
{especially  m>-self,  who  have  alwa>*s  taken  pleasure  in  extra- 
ordinar>-  sights)  stayed  gazing  on  the  indescribable  scene  of 
tumult  and  conttagiation  in  the  streets  below.  People  who 
were  anywhere  else  but  where  we  were,  could  not  have  formed 
the  least  imagination  of  what  it  was.  I  will  not,  however,  set 
myself  to  describe  that  tragedy,  but  will  content  m>-sclf  with 
continuing  tlie  history  of  my  own  life  and  the  circumstances 
which  properly  belong  to  it 

'  TUi  ii  u  inMuicc  of  Cdlinr*  nu);s«nli(Nt.  H«  did  man  Ilun  ]re«D«n^ 
■ervice.  ao  doabL  Dot  «rc  nnnoc  bcltm  tb^,  witbout  hiiu,  ibe  <as(l«  irooU 
hire  bMOUlMn. 
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During  tlie  course  of  my  artUlerj  practice,  which  I  never 
tnttnnitlcd  through  the  whole  month  passed  by  us  t)clcagucrc<) 
in  the  cakllc,  I  met  with  a  great  many  vrry  striking  accidents, 
bO  o(  tbem  worthy  to  t>e  reblcd.  Bat  since  1  do  not  care  to 
bs  too  prolix,  or  to  exhibit  m>'self  outside  the  £|>hcrc  ol  my 
pnfcaion,  I  will  omit  the  larger  part  of  them,  only  touching 
npoD  tboM  I  cannot  well  ncRli^ct,  which  shall  be  the  fewest  in 
number  and  the  nnwt  renurbible.  The  tint  which  come*  to 
hand  is  this :  Messer  Antonio  Santacrocc  had  nude  me  come 
down  from  the  Angel,  in  order  to  hre  on  tome  honsea  tn 
the  imgbbourhood,  where  cerl;un  of  our  bealegeiB  hod  been 
•cen  to  enter.  While  I  was  Tiring,  a  cannon  shot  readied  me, 
which  hit  the  angle  o(  a  battlement,  and  carried  olT  etMUgh 
o(  It  to  be  the  cause  why  t  sustained  no  injury.  The  whole 
nass  itniklc  me  in  the  diesl  and  took  my  breath  away.  I  lay 
■tretcbcd  upaa  the  ground  like  «  dead  mui,  and  could  hear 
vhal  the  bystanders  were  saying.  Among  them  all,  Mesaer 
Antonio  Santacnxie  lamented  greatly,  exclaiming  t  "Aba, 
sUa  I  we  have  io»t  the  best  dclendcr  that  we  had."  Attracted 
by  the  uproar,  one  of  my  comrades  ran  up  ;  he  was  called 
GtonfnncMCo,  and  was  a  ban<taiiian,  but  was  far  more  nalunUty 
(Ivea  to  nedkine  tlian  to  music.  On  the  spot  he  flew  off, 
crying  for  a  sloop  of  the  very  bicst  Greek  wine.  Tlien  he 
made  a  tile  red-hot,  and  c:tst  upon  it  a  good  handful  o(  WOCIU* 
wood;  after  which  he  sprinkled  the  Greek  wine  ;  and  wbea 
the  wormwood  was  well  soaked,  he  laid  It  on  my  breast,  Juit 
where  the  braise  was  visible  to  all.  Sudi  was  the  vlrtoe  at 
the  wormwood  that  1  immediately  regained  my  tcattavd 
bcullles.  I  wanlc<l  lo  begin  to  speak,  but  could  not ;  for 
■onte  stupid  v)ldicrs  Itad  filled  my  mouth  with  earth,  imagin* 
log  that  by  so  doing  they  were  giinng  me  the  mcmmenl ;  and 
indeed  they  were  more  like  to  have  excommunicated  me, 
liDM  I  could  with  difficulty  como  to  myself  again,  tl»e  earth 
doing  me  more  mischief  than  the  blow.  However,  1  escaped 
Ikal  danger,  and  returned  to  the  rage  and  ftiry  of  the  ffutM, 
pnrwing  ray  work  there  with  all  the  ability  and  eagemew 
that  I  could  fommon. 

Pope  Clement,  by  tlti«.  had  sent  to  demand  asslatanee  froai 
the  Duke  ol  Urbino.  wlto  was  with  the  troops  of  Venice ;  be 
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commissioned  the  envoy  to  tell  his  Excellency  that  the  Castle 
of  S.  Angelo  would  senil  up  every  evening  three  beacons  from 
Its  summit,  accompanied  by  three  discharges  of  the  cannon 
thrice  repeated,  and  that  so  long  as  this  signal  was  continued, 
he  might  take  (or  granted  that  tlie  castle  had  not  yielded. 
I  was  charged  with  lighting  the  beacons  and  firing  the  giins 
for  this  purpose ;  and  all  Uiis  while  1  pointed  my  artillery 
by  day  upon  the  places  where  mischief  could  be  done.  The 
Fk)pe,  in  consequence,  began  to  regard  me  with  still  greater 
favour,  because  he  saw  that  I  discharged  my  (unctions  as 
intelligently  as  the  task  demanded.  Aid  from  the  Duke  of 
Urbino  never  came ;  on  which,  as  it  is  nut  my  bucine**,  I 
will  make  no  further  comment* 
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While  I  was  at  work  upon  that  diabolical  task  of  mine, 
there  came  from  time  to  time  to  watch  me  some  of  the 
cardinals  who  were  invested  in  the  castle ;  and  most  fre- 
quently the  Cardinal  of  Ravenna  and  the  Cardinal  de'  Gaddi.* 
I  often  told  them  not  to  show  themselves,  since  their  nasty 
red  caps  gave  a  (air  mark  to  our  enemies.  From  neigh- 
bouring buildings,  such  as  the  Torre  de'  Bini.  we  ran  great 
peril  when  they  were  there ;  and  at  last  1  had  them  locked 
off,  and  gained  thereby  their  deep  ill-wiU.  I  frequently  re- 
ceived visits  also  (n>m  the  general,  Omzio  Baglioni,  who  waa 
very  well  affected  toward  me.  One  day  while  he  was  talking 
witli  me,  he  noticed  something  going  forward  in  a  drinking- 
placc  outside  the  Porta  di  Castclto.  which  bore  the  name  of 
BaccancUo.  This  tavern  had  for  sign  a  sun  painted  between 
two  windows,  of  a  bright  red  colour.    The  windows  being 

'  Fnnc«K<o  Mula  delta  Kortce,  I)ukc  ol  UtUnn,  MmmHidcd  >  coaudn- 
•bit  tiuif  M  ctneial  o(  llie  Cfautch,  >i>d  wu  imn  Kline  Tor  V«ii«.  Wliy  h« 
tfledad  bo  (tivmion  while  Ihe  Iinperi4l  troops  mere  maicliuig  open  Rome,  tnd 
why  h«  ilctafed  to  relieve  Ihe  eitjf,  wai  nerer  properly  eipl.-uned.  Folk  »itri- 
bal«d  bit  impotent  condua  paiilj  to  %  aatunl  iluaiihatu  in  wufar«,  md 
putty  to  hii  natrcd  fi>[  Ihc  hoiue  of  Medio.  Leo  XTlud  dci'iWnt  him  of  hi) 
dDkedom,  and  myta  ii  to  a  McdlcoD  pilitoe.  Ii  U  to  itiU  (tui  Cellini  pco- 
hahl*  Kirn  in  me  canlloiu  phnw  whkb  nub  tbc  diaptti. 

*  llennlciio  Aeenlii  ol  Aroxo,  Aj«bl>i«hoe  of  Ravenna  in  tH4,  obtained 
dM  bM  in  1517,  (htce  dafi  before  (he  nKk  of  Rone.  He  was  ■  i)iitini;[imhcd 
nan  of  ledcr*.  Nicool6  Gaddi  wai  crstrd  CardiDal  on  (he  unic  day  ai 
Accolli    Wc  tbtlt  hear  moK  of  btm  »  Celluii't  {Mge^ 
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,  SiKnor  Onzlo  concluded  lh.-it  a  band  o(  toIdEen  were 
carotulng  at  table  just  between  them  and  behind  the  sun. 
So  bs  Mid  ti)  inc  :  "  Dcn\-cnulo.  i{  you  thJnk  thai  )'ou  couJd  tut 
Ibat  WkU  an  cU'i  brc-idlh  from  the  sun  with  >-')ur  dcmi-caonon 
hat%  I  beUeve  you  would  )>c  doint;  a  good  stroke  of  business, 
tor  then  it  •  great  commotion  there,  ."uid  men  of  much  im- 
portuoe  ntnt  probably  be  inside  the  house."  I  answered 
that  t  felt  quite  capable  of  hitting  the  nun  in  its  centre,  but 
that  a  barrel  full  oi  stones,  which  was  «tandinit  close  to  the 
BiDKilc  <)4  the  itun,  mii[ht  be  knocked  down  by  the  shock 
of  the  discharsc  anil  (he  btait  of  (he  artillery,  lie  rejoined  : 
**  Don't  waste  time.  Denvcnulo.  In  the  fint  place.  It  Is  not 
poodble,  where  it  is  iilandiiig,  that  the  cannon's  blast  should 
brin^  II  down ;  an<l  even  if  It  were  to  fall,  and  the  Pope 
VfwHf  was  underneath,  the  mischief  would  not  be  so  great 
H  yoa  tmaginc.  Fire,  then,  only  lire  I "  Taking  no  mors 
Iboagbl  aboot  It.  I  struck  the  sun  in  the  centre,  exactly  aa  I 
aid  1  Aoald.  Tbe  cask  u-aa  dislodged,  as  I  predicted,  and 
Cdl  precbcly  between  Cardinal  Famese  and  Messcr  lacopo 
SaliriatL'  It  nticht  very  well  have  dashed  out  tlie  tirains  of 
both  ol  them,  except  that  just  at  that  very  moment  Famesc 
was  roproachtng  Saiviati  with  having  caused  the  nch  (rf 
Ronw,  and  while  Ikey  stood  apart  (ram  one  another  to  ex- 
duDilt  opprobrious  remarks,  ray  gabion  fdl  vrithoul  destroy- 
Ins  than.  When  he  heard  the  uproar  in  (he  court  bdow, 
good  Slcnor  Onuto  dashed  ofT  in  a  hurn* ;  and  I,  Ihrustinit  my 
neck  forward  where  the  cask  had  fallen,  heard  some  people 
aayinc :  "  It  would  not  be  a  bad  >ob  to  kill  that  gunner  I " 
Upoo  tliis  I  turnc<l  two  falconet*  toward  the  stairciise,  with 
nind  rca>->lvcd  u>  let  bla/c  on  the  fml  man  who  attempted 
to  cooie  up.  The  household  of  Cardinal  FanMse  must  hava 
recdrcd  orders  to  go  and  do  me  some  injury ;  acoordinflly 
I  prepared  to  receive  them,  with  a  lighted  match  in  hanil 
Kecogniiing  some  who  were  approaching,  I  called  out :  **  You 
ta/y  lul-bcTs,  U  yoo  don't  pack  off  from  there,  and  if  tiut  a 
nan's  child  among  yr>u  dam  to  touch  the  staircase,  I  have 
fA  two  caunaB  loade<l,  which  will  blow  you  into  pm^dcr. 
Co  and  tell  Ibe  Cardinal  ihat  I  was  nctiog  at  the  order  of 
anpccfnc  offioen,  artd  that  what  wc  bave  done  and  are  doing 


>  Al— — Iw  FiratM-,  I>ru  of  iW  SsBid  CoPsi>  sB^  ■A«««iid*  Ttm 
rarfllL    OfGiM|M>SslTt*tl«<ta*«dNairbisA,|k  i« 
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is  in  defence  of  them  pHesU,>  and  nt>l  to  Iiiirt  them,"  They 
m-tdc  away ;  and  then  came  SJgnor  Onuio  Baj^lioni,  nuiDlnjt. 
1  bade  him  stand  back,  else  I'd  murder  htm  ;  for  I  knew  very 
well  who  he  was.  He  drew  back  a  little,  not  witliout  a  certain 
show  of  fear,  and  called  out :  "  Bcnvenuto,  1  am  your  friend ! " 
To  this  I  answered  :  "  Sir,  come  up,  but  come  alone,  and  then 
come  as  you  like."  The  general,  who  was  a  man  of  mighty 
pride,  stood  still  a  moment,  and  then  said  angrily  :  "  I  hav-e  a 
good  mind  not  to  come  up  again,  and  to  do  quite  the  opposite 
of  that  which  I  intended  toward  you."  I  replied  that  just  as  I 
was  put  there  to  defend  my  neighbours,  I  was  equally  well 
able  to  defend  myself  too.  He  said  that  he  was  coming 
alone;  and  when  he  arrived  at  tlie  top  of  the  stairs,  his 
features  were  more  discomposed  than  1  tliought  reasonable. 
So  I  kept  my  liand  upon  my  sword,  and  stood  eyeing  him 
askance.  Upon  this  he  began  to  laugh,  and  the  colour 
coming  back  into  his  face,  he  said  to  me  with  (lie  most 
pleasant  manner :  "  Friend  Benvenuto,  I  bear  you  as  great 
love  as  I  have  it  in  my  heart  to  give ;  and  in  God's  good 
time  I  will  render  you  proof  of  this.  Would  to  God  that 
you  bad  killed  those  two  rascals  :  for  one  of  them  is  the 
cause  of  all  this  trouble,  and  the  day  perchance  will  come 
when  the  other  will  be  found  the  cause  of  something  even 
worse."  He  then  begged  me,  if  [  should  be  asked,  not  to 
say  that  he  was  with  me  when  I  hred  Uie  gun :  and  for  tlie 
rest  bade  me  be  of  good  cheer.  The  commotion  which  tlie 
affair  made  was  enormous,  and  lasted  a  long  while.  How- 
ever, I  will  not  enlarge  upon  it  further,  only  adding  that  I 
was  witliin  an  inch  of  revenging  my  father  on  Messcr  Jacopo 
Salviati,  who  had  grievously  injured  him,  according  to  my 
father's  frequent  complaints.  As  it  was,  unwittingly  I  gave 
the  fellow  a  great  fright.  Of  Famese  I  shall  say  nothing 
here,  because  it  will  appear  in  its  proper  place  bow  well  it 
would  have  been  if  I  had  killed  liim. 


XXXVII 

1  pursued  my  business  of  artiller>-man,  and  every  day  per- 
formed some  extraordinary  feat,  whereby  the  credit  and  tite 
favour  t  acquired  witli  the  Pope  was  something  indescribable. 

'  L^n  frtti.     PellupsM^lr/nMi. 


LiOOQ 


BOOK  FIRST 


n 


VTbere  never  paMctl  3  da>-  but  what  I  kitlnl  one  or  another 
B  0'  oat  encDuct  in  tlie  t>csicginf{  anny.  On  une  occ^&ion  the 
Pope  wu  waHcins  round  the  circular  keep,'  wtien  lie  observed 
a  Spantoh  Colonel  In  the  t'rati :  he  rccoKiuted  the  inan  by 
cci^n  Indications,  teeing  tliat  tliia  officer  bad  formcily  been 
in  hia  tcrvicc ;  and  while  he  fixed  his  cye«  on  him,  he  kept 
talkinjt  about  him.  I,  above  by  the  Anucl,  luicw  nothinR  of 
aU  thia,  but  spied  a  fellow  dnwn  there.  IxisyinK  him*ell  alxxit 
the  trendies  with  a  javelin  in  his  tmnd ;  he  vrat  dressed  en- 
tirely in  rose-colour  ;  an<l  so,  studying  the  worst  that  I  craild 
do  against  him,  I  selected  a  gerfalcon  which  I  had  at  hand  ; 
it  is  a  pieoc  o(  ordnance  larger  and  longer  than  a  swivel,  and 
^xnit  tlie  Btic  ol  a  dcnii-culvcrin.  This  I  emptied,  and  loaded 
11  a0dD  with  a  good  charge  of  fine  powder  mixed  with  the 
eoatwr  aort ;  then  I  aimed  it  exactly  at  the  man  in  red, 
denting  pnxlit;ioiwly,  because  a  piece  of  that  calibre  could 
hardly  be  expected  to  cany  true  at  such  a  distance.  1  fired, 
and  bit  my  man  exactly  in  the  middle.  He  had  trussed  liis 
sword  In  (nml,'  for  swaKger,  after  a  way  these  Spaniarda 
have ;  and  my  txtll,  when  it  Mlr\ick  him,  brnlie  upon  the  bbde, 
and  oae  could  sec  the  fcUuw  cut  in  two  fair  halves.  The 
Pope,  who  was  expecting  nolhinj;  of  this  kind,  derived  great 
pleasore  and  anuuement  (r»m  the  siglit,  both  l>ccaiise  it 
•eemed  to  bin  Impossible  tliat  otie  should  aim  and  hit  the 
mark  at  such  a  distance,  and  also  t>ccausc  the  man  was  cut  in 
two,  and  he  could  not  oompnrhcnci  how  this  should  happen. 
He  aeDl  for  me,  and  asked  almut  it.  I  explained  all  the 
derkea  I  bad  used  in  5ring  ;  hut  told  him  Uuit  why  the  man 
was  ait  in  halves,  neither  he  nor  I  could  know.  Upon  my 
bended  knees  I  then  besought  him  to  give  me  the  pirdon  ol 
hit  bleiiing  for  that  homicide ;  and  for  all  the  otliers  I  had 
eDOUnlttcd  in  the  castle  in  the  service  of  the  Church.  Thereat 
fhe  Pope,  raising  his  hand,  and  making  a  targe  open  sign  o( 
the  croas  upon  my  face,  told  me  that  he  blessed  me,  and  that 
be  Cive  me  pardon  for  all  murders  I  had  ever  perpetrated,  or 
riiould  ever  perpetrate,  in  the  scnncc  <>(  Uie  ApcMtoUc  Churdi. 

I  When  1  lell  limi.  1  went  aloft,  and  never  sUyed  from  firing  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power ;  and  few  were  the  sltots  ul  mine 
*  TW  Mssdo  m  wsls  bod«  <tf  llaiMu'i  Utmctamm.  »Uch  -as  am<nnt» 
IMO  ■  knnw  *mi^  tbi  MUdlt  Ap^ 
*  i'atrtm  mrtit  it  rf»-ia  iinnna.     rata)*  wm  tutimg  hii  iw»nl  im  fimt 
ji       t/ktm. 
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that  missed  their  mark.  My  drawinf;.  Aiid  my  fine  studies  in 
my  ciaft,  and  my  cliarmint;  art  of  muuc,  alt  were  swallowed 
lip  in  the  din  of  that  artillery  ;  and  if  I  were  to  relate  in  detail 
all  the  splendid  things  1  did  in  thai  infernal  work  of  cruelly,  I 
should  make  the  world  stand  by  and  wonder.  Biit,  not  to 
be  too  prolix,  I  \vill  pxss  them  over.  Only  I  must  tell  a  few 
of  the  most  remarkable,  which  arc,  as  it  were,  forced  in 
upon  mc. 

To  begin  then :  pondeiinf;  day  and  night  what  I  could 
render  for  my  own  part  in  defence  of  Holy  Church,  and 
havnng  noticed  that  the  enemy  changed  guard  and  marched 
past  through  the  great  gate  of  Santo  Spirito,  which  \vas  within 
3  reasonable  range,  I  Uicreupon  directed  my  attention  to  that 
spot ;  but,  having  to  shoot  sidewnj-s,  I  could  not  do  the 
damage  that  1  wished,  although  I  killed  a  fair  percentage 
every  day.  This  indnced  our  ads'crsanes,  when  they  saw 
tlieir  passage  covered  by  my  guns,  to  load  the  roof  of  a 
certain  house  one  night  with  thirty  gabions,  which  obstmcted 
tlie  view  I  formerly  enjoyed.  Taking  better  thought  than  I  bad 
done  of  the  whole  situation,  I  now  turned  all  my  five  pieces  of 
artillery  directly  on  the  gabions,  and  waited  till  the  evening 
hour,  wlicn  they  clian;'cd  guard.  Our  enemies,  thinking  they 
were  safe,  came  on  at  JL^rcaler  ease  and  in  a  closer  body  than 
usual ;  whereupon  I  set  fire  lo  my  blow-pij'cs,'  Not  merely 
did  I  dash  to  pieces  the  gabimis  which  stood  in  my  way ;  but, 
what  vms  better,  by  that  one  blast  I  slaughtered  nwre  than 
thirty  men.  In  consequence  of  this  manceuvre,  which  I 
repeated  twice,  tlie  soldiers  were  thrown  into  sucli  disorder, 
tliat  being,  moreover,  encuml>ercd  with  the  sjwils  of  that 
great  sack,  and  some  of  them  desirous  of  enjoying  tlie  fruits 
of  their  latMur,  they  oftentimes  showed  a  mind  to  mutiny  and 
take  themselves  away  from  Rome.  However,  after  coming  to 
terms  with  their  valiant  captain,  Gian  di  Urbino,*  tbcy  wera 
ultimately  compelled,  at  their  excessive  inconvenience,  to 
take  another  road  when  tbcy  changed  guard.  It  cost  them 
three  miles  of  march,  whereas  before  tbcy  had  but  half  a  mile. 
Having  achieved  this  feat,  1  w.is  entreated  with  prodigious 

Ibe  CMwnn  b«iog  tik«  tnlxi  W  blow  «  ii«  Bin 
capuln  wu  ■  SfaAikrd.  who  pUycd  s  vtiy  oonti-itnbtc  tipm  hi 
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(avoun  by  all  the  men  of  quality  who  were  invested  in  the 

caatle.  Tlils  incident  was  so  important  ttiat  1  (bought  it  well 
to  relate  it,  before  ^nishing  the  histon'  nf  things  outside  my 
vt,  the  which  is  the  teal  object  of  my  writlnff :  forsooth,  if 
I  wiuitcd  to  ornament  my  biography  wilh  axh  matters,  I 
thottld  liave  far  too  much  to  tell.  There  is  only  otie  more 
drcitmslancc  which,  now  that  the  occasion  oAere,  I  propose 
to  reconL 
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1  than  skip  over  some  intervening  drcumalances,  and  tell 
bow  Pope  Clement,  wishing  to  save  the  tianu  and  the  whole 
oeOoetion  of  tlic  great  jewels  of  the  Apostohc  Camera,  had 
me  called,  and  Khut  himself  up  together  with  me  and  the 
CavaUerino  in  a  room  alone.*  Tliis  Cavalicrino  had  been  a 
Srooai  b  the  stable  of  Filippo  Strozzi ;  he  was  French,  and  ■ 
penoQ  ot  the  lowest  Inrth  ;  but  being  a  most  faithful  ser- 
vant, the  Pope  bad  made  him  very  rich,  and  confided  in 
Um  nice  hlnMelE.  So  the  Pope,  the  Cavaliere,  and  I,  t>cing 
■hat  op  tofethcf,  they  laid  before  me  the  ti%nu  and  jewels 
of  the  regalia ;  and  his  Holinesa  ordered  me  tri  take  all  the 
COM  out  of  tlieir  gold  settings.  This  I  accordingly  did ; 
afterwards  I  wrapt  tbem  »rp.-ir;itely  up  in  bits  of  paper,  and 
we  sewed  them  into  the  hnings  of  (he  Pope's  and  the  Cava- 
liere's  dotbea.  Then  they  gave  me  all  the  gold,  whidi 
Wdsbad  abool  two  himdied  ponndt,  and  bade  me  mell  il 
down  M  secretly  a>  I  wm  able.  1  went  up  to  the  Angel, 
where  I  h.i(l  my  lodging,  and  could  lock  the  door  so  as  to 
be  free  Irom  intcnupUon.  Tliere  I  buUI  a  Uttle  dnught' 
fnnucc  of  bricks,  with  a  largiih  po(,  shapc<l  like  an  open 
dish,  at  the  botltira  nt  it ;  and  throwing  the  gold  upon  the 
eoala,  It  gradually  sank  thrmigh  and  dropped  Into  the  pan. 
While  the  furnace  wni  working.  I  never  left  off  watching 
bow  to  anaoy  our  enemies  ;  and  a>  (heir  trenches  were  leia 
Han  a  slooe's-lbrow  right  below  its,  I  was  able  to  liilUct 
eoMfaknble  damage  on  them  with  some  uscIcm  miaiUcs,* 
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ot  which  there  were  several  piles,  (oiming  the  old  munition 
of  the  cA$lle.  1  chose  a  swivel  and  a  falconet,  which 
were  botli  a  little  tbtnaf^ed  in  the  muzzle,  and  filled  then 
with  the  projectiles  I  have  mentioned.  Wlien  I  fired  my 
guns,  they  hurtled  down  like  mad,  occasioninjt  all  sorts  of 
unexpected  mischief  in  the  trenches.  Accordingly  I  kept 
these  pieces  always  going  at  tlie  same  time  that  tlte  gold  was 
being  melted  down ;  and  a  little  before  \-ci|ie[s  1  noticed 
some  one  coming  along  the  margin  of  the  trench  on  mule- 
back.  The  mule  was  trotting  very  quickly,  and  the  man  was 
talking  to  the  soldiers  in  the  trenches.  I  took  the  precautioo 
of  dischar^ng  my  artillery  just  before  he  came  immediately 
opposite ;  and  so,  making  a  good  calculation,  I  hit  my  mark. 
One  of  the  fragments  struck  him  in  the  face;  the  rest  were 
scattered  on  the  mule,  which  fell  dead.  A  tremendous  uproai 
rose  up  from  the  trench;  I  0]>ened  fire  with  my  other  piece, 
doing  them  great  hurt.  The  man  turned  out  to  be  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  who  was  carried  thro4i};h  the  trenches  to 
a  certain  tavern  in  the  neighbourhood,  whither  in  a  sliort 
while  all  the  chief  (oik  of  the  army  cime  together. 

When  Pope  Clement  heard  what  1  had  done,  be  sent 
at  once  to  call  for  mc.and  inquired  into  Uie  circumstance. 
I  related  the  wliole,  and  added  that  the  man  must  tuave  been 
of  Ihe  greatest  consequence,  because  tlic  inn  to  which  they 
carried  him  had  tieen  immediately  filled  by  all  the  cliiefs 
of  the  army,  so  far  at  least  as  1  could  judge.  The  Pope, 
with  a  shrewd  instinct,  sent  for  Mcsscr  Antonio  Sanlacroce, 
the  nobleman  who,  as  I  have  said,  was  chief  and  commander 
of  the  gunners.  He  bade  him  order  all  us  bombardiers  to 
point  our  pieces,  which  were  very  numerous,  in  one  mass 
upon  the  house,  and  to  discharge  Ihcm  all  together  upon 
the  signal  of  an  arquebiise  being  fired.  He  judged  thai 
if  we  killed  the  generals,  the  army,  which  was  already  almost 
on  the  point  of  brciking  up.  would  take  to  flight.  God  per- 
haps had  hear<l  the  pntyera  they  kept  continually  making, 
and  mcimt  to  rid  them  in  this  manner  of  tliose  impious 
scoundrels. 

We  put  our  cannon  in  order  at  the  command  of  Santacroce, 
and  waited  for  the  signal.    But  when  Cardinal  Orsini '  became 

>  Knndulio  Oriini  v-ti  nlucated  in  Ihe  bcwtebolJ  of  bii  kisonua  Lomno 
d«'  Molici.  Ilcrotlovo)  ihe  inofeiwon  of  armt,  md  nunicd ;  tnil  klUr  Icaini 
hs  wifr  look  utilen,  u)d  rKcJTvd  Ibe  h«  id  1517. 
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«wani  of  what  was  going  (orvrard,  he  began  to  expostulate 
with  the  Pope,  protesting  that  the  thing  by  no  means  ought 
to  happen,  seeing  they  were  on  the  point  of  conciuding  an 
•oooBUOodation,  and  tliat  if  the  generals  were  killed,  the 
nbblfl  of  the  troops  witliout  a  leader  vrotild  storm  the  castle 
aod  complete  their  utter  ruin.  Consequently  they  could  by  M 
means  allow  the  Cope's  plan  to  be  carried  out.  The  poor 
Pope,  In  dnpair,  seeing  liimM;l(  assassinated  both  inside  the 
culle  and  without,  said  that  he  left  them  to  airanitc  it 
On  tilts,  our  orders  weic  couiitennanded  ;  but  I,  who  cliafcd 
■CainsI  the  leash,'  when  1  knew  ttiat  they  were  coming  round 
to  bid  me  stop  front  tiring,  let  bLize  one  of  my  dc  mi -cannons, 
and  struck  a  ptUar  in  the  courtyard  of  the  bouse,  aroimd 
wfaieb  I  saw  a  crowd  of  people  clustering.  This  shot  did 
■ich  damaite  to  the  enemy  that  it  was  hke  to  h.tvc  made 
them  encuate  the  house.  Cardinal  Orsini  was  absolutely  for 
having  mc  hanged  or  put  to  death  ;  but  tlie  Pope  took  up  my 
ausc  with  spinL  The  high  words  that  jnsscd  between  them, 
Ibottgb  I  well  know  what  they  were,  I  will  not  here  relate, 
becuM  I  nuke  no  profession  of  writing  history.  It  i»  enough 
for  aw  to  occupy  myself  with  my  own  .-iHairs. 
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After  I  bad  melted  down  the  gold.  I  took  it  to  tJie  Pope, 
who  dunked  uic  cordiaUy  for  what  I  had  done,  and  ordered 
Ihe  Cavahenno  tn  give  me  Iwcnty-five  crowns,  apologisinit 
to  aui  for  bis  inability  to  f{ive  mc  more.  A  few  days  jfter- 
mrda  the  articles  of  peace  were  signed.  1  went  with  thri.-e 
bundred  oomnule*  in  the  train  of  Signor  Onuio  BaKlioni 
toward  Perugia ;  and  there  he  wislied  to  make  me  captain 
at  the  compaoy,  but  I  waa  unwilling  at  tlic  moment,  saying 
tltat  1  wanted  ftnt  to  go  and  sec  my  talher,  and  h>  redeem 
Um  ban  whicli  was  still  in  force  agaimt  mc  at  Floreoca 
SifpiOt  Or^vio  tuld  inc  that  he  had  been  apjxkinted  genetll 
ol  the  Flurcntine* ;  and  Sir  f^er  Maria  del  Lotto,  the  envoy 
bom  Florence,  was  with  tiiuk,  to  whom  be  specially  reoom- 
■mded  me  as  bis  man.* 


■  rWf  lUris  dt  LMU  of  S.  MMUit  m  iwurj  to  lb*  rhnMlM  Soork. 
lis  mllwtoJ  Ukt  nsusuu  oT  ih>  HmIc  Nn*.  uwl  c»*«  dwH  om  to  Unds 
■siImI,  iAd  8wM»w1  M  Hap*  tram  &  Aacito  In  taffir  W  pM«fli. 
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In  coune  of  tioie  I  came  to  Florence  in  tlie  company  ol 
several  comrades.  The  plague  was  raging  with  indescribable 
ltir>'.  When  I  reached  home,  I  found  my  good  father,  who 
thought  cillicr  that  I  must  have  been  Idllcd  in  the  sack  of 
Rome,  or  else  that  I  should  come  back  to  bim  a  beggar. 
However,  I  entirely  defeated  both  these  cxpectatioas -,  fot 
I  was  alive,  with  twenty  of  money,  a  fellow  to  watt  on  nte, 
and  a  good  horse.  My  joy  on  greeting  the  old  man  was  so 
intense,  that,  while  he  embraced  and  kissed  me.  1  thought 
tliat  I  must  die  u{x>n  the  3i>ot.  After  1  had  narrated  all  the 
devilries  of  tliat  dreadful  sack,  and  had  given  liim  a  good 
quantity  of  crowns  which  I  had  gained  by  my  soldiering, 
and  when  we  had  exchanged  our  tokens  of  affection,  he 
went  off  to  the  Eight  to  redeem  my  ban.  It  so  happened 
that  one  of  those  magistrates  who  sentenced  me,  was  now 
again  a  menit>cr  of  the  board.  It  vtas  the  very  man  who 
had  so  inconsiderately  told  my  father  he  meant  to  march 
me  out  inlo  (he  country  with  the  lances.  My  father  took 
this  opportunity  of  addressing  him  with  some  meaning  words, 
in  order  to  mark  his  revenge,  rel>*ing  oa  the  favour  whkib 
Oraiio  Baglioni  sliowod  me. 

Matters  standing  thus,  I  told  my  father  bow  ^gnor  Orazto 
had  appointed  me  captain,  and  Uiat  I  ought  to  begin  to  think 
of  enlisting  my  company.  At  these  words  the  poor  old  maa 
was  greatly  disturbed,  and  begged  me  for  God's  sake  not  to 
turn  my  thoughts  to  such  an  enterprise,  although  be  knew  I 
should  be  fit  tor  this  or  )'et  a  greater  business,  adding  that  bis 
other  son,  my  brotlicr,  was  already  a  most  valiant  soldier,  and 
that  I  ought  to  pursue  tlte  noble  art  in  which  I  liad  tabooFed 
to  many  years  and  with  such  diligence  of  study.  Altliougb  1 
promised  to  obey  him,  he  rellectod,  like  a  man  of  sense,  thai 
if  Signor  Oraiio  canic  to  Florence,  1  could  not  withdraw 
myself  from  military  sen-ice,  partly  because  I  bad  passed  my 
word,  as  well  as  for  other  leasons.  He  therefore  thought 
of  a  good  cx^xrdicut  for  sending  roc  away,  and  spoke  to  me 
as  follows :  "  Oh.  my  dear  son,  the  plague  in  this  town  is 
raging  with  immitigable  violence,  and  I  am  alwa>'s  fancying 
j-ou  will  come  home  infected  u'itli  it  1  rcmcmlier,  when  I 
was  a  young  man,  that  I  went  to  Mantua,  where  I  was  very 
kindly  received,  and  stayed  there  several  yeats.  I  pray  and 
oonitnand  you,  for  the  love  of  me,  to  pack  oB  and  go  thither ; 
and  1  would  have  you  do  tliis  to-day  rather  than  to-morrow." 


Cioewk' 


'& 


BOOK  FIRST 


XL 

bad  bIwaji  Ultcn  plcaaure  in  •eciiig  Die  world ,  and 
[Ocvcr  been  in  Manttio,  I  went  there  very  willinRly.  Of 
noney  I  bad  broti)<lil  to  Florence,  I  left  ttic  greater  part 
with  my  Rood  fattier,  promitinf;  to  help  him  wherever  I  miRht 
be,  and  cotifidiiig  him  In  the  caie  oi  my  elder  sister.  Her 
aame  was  Co«a  ;  and  since  she  never  cared  to  marry,  she  was 
■dmitted  as  a  nun  in  Santa  Oraola ;  but  she  put  off  lakini^  the 
vdl,  ia  order  to  keep  house  (or  our  old  father,  and  to  lonli  after 
my  younSer  sister,  who  was  married  to  one  B-irlokiinmeo,  a 
surgeon.  So  then.  Icav-iog  home  with  my  father's  bIcssinK,  I 
mounted  my  |[ood  bofse,  and  rode  off  on  it  to  Mantua. 

It  would  take  too  lonK  to  describe  that  little  journey  in  de- 
taSL  Tbe  whole  world  twinn  darkened  over  with  pLigue  and 
war,  I  had  the  )^c.«tc^  difficulty  in  reaching  Mjntita.  How 
ever,  in  the  end,  1  not  Ihcrc.  and  looked  .iboul  lor  work  to  do. 
whicti  I  iititamed  from  a  Macslro  Niccolo  of  Milan,  goldamitb 
to  the  Duke  of  Mantua.  Having  tlius  settled  down  to  worie,  I 
went  after  two  days  to  visit  Messcr  Giulio  Koouiao,  that  most 
cseellcttt  painter,  of  whom  I  have  already  spoken,  and  my 
wy  good  friend.  He  received  me  wilh  the  icntk-rctt  ciressea, 
and  took  it  very  ill  that  I  had  not  tliiunountcd  at  bis  house- 
He  was  hvinf{  like  a  lord,  and  cxecutins  a  grc^it  work  for  the 
Ouke  outude  the  city  gates,  in  a  jiluoe  called  Del  Tc.  It  wm 
■  vast  and  prodigious  undertaking,  as  may  still,  I  suppose,  bs 
■SCO  by  tliose  who  go  lliere.* 

UcMer  Giulio  lost  no  time  In  speaking  of  ine  to  the  Duke 
In  lenM  of  the  warmest  pruiic.*  Ttiat  Prince  cominiMJoncd 
ma  to  make  a  model  for  a  relititiary,  to  bold  the  blood  of 
Cbffal,  which  they  have  there,  and  say  ma  brooghl  them  by 
lufWlgtniff  Then  he  turned  to  (>iulio,  t>i<]ding  liitn  lupt^y  me 
wlUi  a  deago  fur  it  To  this  Uiulio  rcphed  :  "  My  lord,  lien 
vMuito  i»  a  man  who  does  not  need  other  people's  sketches, 
aa  your  Excellency  will  be  very  well  able  to  Judge  when 
j*oa  shall  see  lit*  model"  I  set  hand  to  ttie  work,  and  mode 
a  drawing  lor  Uic  reliiitury,  well  adapted  to  ooolain  the 

■  TMi  b  te  hmam  FftkMo  4*1  Ta,  imMU*  tbt  mIU  at  Uaatm.    It  tOB 
iriiitniT-i^lifrrniiMiiiT  iffliiiri  tTiiiMiin'i  "inrUT  rrlni 
*  P«M|»  Cftmmm*  wm  u  ibli  iIm  lUmiii*  of  IbatvK.    OsriM  V. 
lad  Ww  tats  s  d«*y  b  I  f  ]& 
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■acred  phiaJ.  Then  I  ma<l«  a  litUc  waxen  model  of  the  corer. 
This  was  a  se.tlccl  Christ,  supporting  his  gre:tt  cross  aloft 
with  the  left  hand,  while  he  seemed  to  leun  agiinst  it,  ;tnd 
with  the  fingers  of  his  right  hand  he  appeared  to  be  open- 
ing the  wound  ta  his  side.  When  it  was  fiiushed,  it  pleased 
the  Otike  so  much  that  he  heaped  favours  on  me,  and  gave 
inc  to  understand  that  he  would  keep  me  in  his  service  with 
such  appointments  as  should  caable  me  to  hvc  in  afnucnce. 

Meanwhile.  I  had  paid  my  duty  to  the  Cardinal  his  brother, 
who  begged  the  Duke  to  allow  me  to  malce  the  pontifical  seal 
of  his  most  reverend  lord&liip.'  This  1  began :  but  while  I 
was  working  at  it  I  caught  a  quartan  fever.  During  eadi 
access  of  this  fever  I  was  thrown  into  delirium,  when  I  cursed 
Mantua  and  its  master  and  whoever  stayed  there  at  his  own 
liking.  These  words  were  reported  to  the  Duke  by  the 
Milanese  goldsmitti,  who  had  not  omitted  to  notice  that  the 
Duke  wanted  to  employ  me.  \Vlien  tlic  Prince  heard  the 
ravings  of  my  sickness,  he  flew  into  a  passion  against  me ; 
and  I  being  out  of  temper  with  Mantua,  our  bad  feeling  was 
reciprocal.  The  seal  was  finislied  after  four  motiths,  together 
with  several  other  little  pieces  I  made  for  the  Duke  under  the 
name  of  the  Cardinal.  His  Reverence  paid  me  well,  and  bade 
me  return  to  Rome,  to  that  marvelloua  city  where  we  had 
made  acquaintance. 

1  quitted  Mantua  with  a  good  sum  of  crowns,  and  reached 
Govemo,  where  the  most  valiant  general  Giovanni  had  been 
killed.*  Here  I  had  a  slight  relapse  of  (ever,  which  did  not 
interrupt  my  jmtrney,  and  coming  now  to  an  end,  it  never 
returned  on  me  again.  \Vlien  1  arrived  at  Florence,  I  hoped 
to  find  my  dear  father,  arid  kuocking  at  the  door,  a  humi>- 
tjacked  woman  in  a  fury  showed  her  face  at  the  window ;  she 
drove  me  off  with  a  torrent  c^  abuse,  screaming  tltat  the  sight 
ot  me  was  a  consumt>tion  to  her.  To  this  misshapen  hag  I 
shouted :  "  Ho  I  tell  me.  cross-grained  hunchback,  is  there  no 
other  face  to  sec  here  but  your  ugly  visage  ? "  "  No,  and  bad 
lock  to  you."     Whereto  1  answered  in  a  loud  voice :  "  In  less 
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>  EKoleGonuAocUedCudiulia  1517.  Aftet  (be  death  of  hli  brother, 
Duke  Federieo,  Ee  govcned  Maam*  fix  ililettt  jcKn  m  reccni  lai  hit 
nephew*,  wid  berMWf  bmooi  u  ■  puioa  oT  uta  uui  Ictten.  lie  <)tod  at 
Tt«qIo  in  1563  whik  prtalcbng  otet  the  Coaodl  tbot*,  fai  tht  pooti^oitc  td 

■  Gtonasi  iJe'  Mcdid,  laiQamed  DcUo  Btait  Ncn. 
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On  the  entreaty  of  my  brother  and  sister,  I  remained  xl 
Florence,  though  my  own  inclination  led  me  to  return  to  Rome. 
The  dear  friend,  also,  who  had  helped  me  in  some  of  my 
eariier  troubles,  as  1  ha\'e  narrated  (1  mean  Picro,  son  of 
Giovanni  Landt) — lie  too  advised  me  to  nuke  some  stay  in 
Florence  ;  for  the  Medici  were  in  exile,  Iliat  is  to  say,  Signor 
Ippolito  and  Signor  Alcssaiidro,  who  were  afterwards  respec- 
tively Cardinal  and  Duke  of  Florence  ;  and  lie  judged  it  wotUd 
be  welt  for  me  to  wait  and  see  what  happened.' 

At  that  time  there  arrived  in  Florence  a  Sienesc,  called 
Girolaroo  Marretti,  who  had  lived  long  in  Turkey  and  was 
a  man  of  lively  intellect.  He  came  to  my  shop,  and  com- 
missioned me  to  make  a  golden  medal  to  be  worn  in  the  hat 
The  sul>jcct  was  to  be  Hercules  wrenching  the  lion's  mouth. 
While  1  u'as  working  at  this  piece,  Michel  Agnolo  Buonarroti 
came  oftentimes  to  see  it  I  had  spent  infinite  pains  apoo 
the  design,  so  that  the  attitude  of  the  6gure  and  the  fierce 
passion  of  the  beast  were  executed  in  quite  a  difTcrent  style 
from  that  of  any  craftsman  who  had  hitherto  attempted  such 
groups.  This,  togetlier  with  the  fact  that  the  special  brancli 
of  art  was  totally  unknown  to  Michel  Agnulu,  m.ade  the 
divine  master  give  such  praises  to  my  work  Uiat  I  felt  incred- 
ibly inspired  for  further  effort.  However,  I  found  litUe  else 
to  do  but  jewel-setting ;  and  though  I  gained  more  thus  than 
in  any  other  way,  yet  I  was  dissatis^ed,  for  I  would  fain 
have  been  cmploywl  upon  some  higher  task  than  that  of 
setting  precious  stones. 

just  then  1  met  uHth  Fedetigo  Ginori,  a  young  man  of  a 
very  lofty  spirit.  He  had  lived  some  years  in  Naples,  and 
being  endowed  with  great  charms  uf  person  and  presence, 
bad  been  the  lover  of  a  Neapolitan  princess.  He  wanted 
to  have  a  medal  made,  with  Atlas  bearing  the  world  upon 

'  I  mur  Mdtind  atj  renden  th*I  the  ihtee  Mcdid  oi  ihe  mliiig  boiue  wck 
now ilU^liiMlft  Cleoient  VIL  wtu  ihe  buuid  ton  ol  Ciuliuio,  btMhet  of 
LoNMa  the  Uagni&eefit  tppoUto,  (he  CwttiMl.  wu  ihebtsuid  oftiiulUno, 
Doke  et  Kenioure,  son  o(  Lotaita  the  MtjsDificcni.  Aleswxlro  onti  the  re- 
puted tiutanl  et  Lcienio.  Duke  al  Uibico,  gruitbaa  of  L.oienio  Ihe  Magnifi- 
cent. Alcttandro  became  Diike  of  Kloieace,  uid  iftei  pououing  fail  cousn 
Canlinal  Ippolita  w»  muidncd  by  a  diiUUit  ctnian,  Loieiuina  de'  Medid. 
la  thii  **j  the  male  line  ul  Lorcaeo  the  MaEniliceni  wtt  exii>:{uuhcd. 
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hli  iliotildeni,  and  -tpjilicd  to  Micliel  AkhoIo  fot  a  design, 
Michel  Attnolo  iiuuJc  tiiit  Ans\^'cr  ;  "Go  and  tuiJ  out  a  young 
{{oldHnith  wuned  Benvenuto ;  he  wiU  xrvc  you  admirably, 
■nd  certainly  be  doca  not  sUind  in  need  o(  sketches  by  me. 
However,  tu  p rc\ent  your  thinking  that  1  want  to  save  m>-scU 
tbe  troabie  of  so  aliKlH  a  matter,  I  will  fibdly  sketch  you  some- 
IMnit ;  but  meanwhile  ipCAk  to  Benvenuto.  and  let  him  also 
nuke  a  model ;  he  can  then  cxeaite  the  better  o(  the  two 
designs."  Fedcrigo  Ginori  canve  to  me,  and  told  me  what 
be  wanted,  adding  thereto  bow  Michel  Agnolo  had  ptaised 
me,  and  how  lie  had  ougcested  I  shcvtild  make  a  waxen  model 
while  he  undertook  to  Mipply  a  sketch.  The  words  of  that 
great  man  ao  heartened  mc.  that  1  set  myself  to  work  at  once 
wttb  esgemesa  upon  tlic  model ;  and  when  I  had  linishcd  it.  a 
painter  who  was  Inltmale  with  Michel  Agnolo,  called  Giuliano 
BoKiardinl,  brought  me  the  drawing  of  Atlas.'  On  tbe  same 
oeculoo  I  showed  Giuliano  my  litde  model  in  wax,  which 
was  very  different  from  Micliel  Agnolo's  drawing ;  and 
Ptoderigo,  In  concert  with  Bugiardini,  agreed  that  I  shotdd 
worii  upon  my  model  So  I  look  it  in  hand,  and  when 
Michel  Agnolo  saw  it.  he  praised  me  to  the  &kic«.  This 
was  a  figure,  as  I  have  i>aid,  chiselled  on  a  pUite  of  gold ; 
Alias  had  tbe  heaven  upon  his  bock,  nude  out  of  a  crystal 
bad.  engraved  with  Uie  todiac  upon  a  field  o(  bpis-luuli 
Tbe  whole  composition  produced  an  Indescribably  fine 
effect ;  and  under  it  ran  tbe  legend  Smmma  tulitu  JupaL* 
FederigD  was  so  tboraughly  well  pleased  that  he  paid  me 
veiy  libetally.  Aluigl  Alamanni  wa«  at  that  time  in  Florence, 
Federigu  Ginori,  who  enjoyed  his  friendship,  brought  him 
olten  to  my  workshop,  and  through  this  introduction  we 
very  intimate  together.* 
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ftipe  Ctement  had  now  declared  war  upon  Uw  dly  ol 
nocnce,  whicfa  thcreopoa  waa  pot  hi  a  state  of  defence ; 

'  nis  Mlnier  «■«  iIm  vutU  of  S*rtalilo,  •  mui  of  rimpU  nauwn  mmI  d 
MM  cMdUaac*  b  U(  sn.  !>•  aJI«n  ti  Belc«H  hw  •  Am  tneUMS  of  y* 
pMMj.    MkM  A(Mtodd%hiadbUMd«r. 

*  Ttita  «H  Ifci  ■ennbU  dliUdk  poM  Loiul  AImmmL  wko  hsd  Ui  Bjr  ha« 
nav^  rflM  ■  flMMi>U*f]>  K^i"*)  Ch41mI  UlaU»dt'M«4U  is  ijas    Its 
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and  the  militia  being  organised  in  each  qoarter  o(  the  town, 
I  too  received  ordcre  lo  serve  in  my  turn.  I  proridcd  my- 
self with  a  rich  outfit,  and  went  about  with  the  highest  nobility 
oi  Florence,  who  showed  u  unanimous  desire  lo  6ght  for  Ike 
defence  of  our  liberties.  Meiinwhtle  llie  speeches  which  are 
usual  upon  such  occasions  were  made  iti  eveo'  quarter ;  >  tJie 
young  men  met  together  more  than  was  their  wont,  and  evety- 
where  wc  had  but  one  topic  of  conversation. 

It  happened  one  day,  about  noon,  that  a  crowd  of  tall  men 
and  lusty  young  fellows,  the  first  in  tl>c  city,  were  assembled 
in  my  workshop,  when  a  letter  from  Rome  was  put  into  my 
bands.  It  came  from  a  man  called  Maestro  Giacopino  dclla 
Barca.  His  real  name  was  Giacopo  della  Sciorina,  but  they 
ciillcd  him  della  Barca  in  Rome,  beciuse  he  kept  a  ferry 
boat  upon  the  Tiber  between  Ponte  Sisto  and  I'onte  Santo 
Agnoto.  He  was  a  person  of  considerable  talent,  distin- 
giiislicd  by  bis  pleasantries  and  striking  convers:ttion,  and 
he  had  formerly  been  a  designer  of  patterns  for  Ihe  cloth- 
weavers  in  Florence,  This  man  w.is  intimate  with  the  Pope, 
who  took  great  pleasure  in  bearing  him  talk.  Being  one  day 
engaged  in  conversation,  they  touched  upon  tlie  sack  and 
the  defence  of  the  castle.  This  brought  mc  to  the  Pope's 
mind,  and  he  spoke  of  me  in  the  ^-ery  highest  terms,  adding 
that  if  he  knew  where  I  was,  he  should  be  glad  to  get  me 
back.  Maestro  Giacopo  snid  1  was  in  Morence;  whereupon 
the  Pope  bade  the  man  write  and  tell  me  to  return  to  him. 
The  letter  I  have  mentioned  was  to  the  effect  that  1  should 
do  well  if  I  resumed  the  service  of  Clement,  and  that  this 
was  sure  to  turn  out  to  my  advantage. 

The  young  men  who  were  present  were  curious  to  know 
what  tlie  letter  contained ;  wherefore  1  concealed  it  as  well 
as  1  could.  Aiterwards  I  wrote  to  Maestro  Giacopo,  t>ei;ging 
him  by  no  means,  whether  for  good  or  evil,  to  write  to  me 
again.  He  ]iowe%'er  grew  more  obstinate  in  bis  officiousncss, 
and  wrote  nie  another  letter,  so  cxtt3%'agantly  worded,  that 
if  it  had  been  seen,  I  should  have  got  into  serious  trouble. 
The  substance  of  it  was  tliat  the  Pope  required  me  to  come 
at   once,  wanting  to  employ  me  on  w-ork  of  the  greatest 
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Molil  o«*er  iccondle  himMlf  lo  ihe  Hcdicno  t^nay,  uid  bull;  look  refap 
ID  Fiance,  whne  be  wu  boomittd  b;  Fntifoii  1.     Ha  (tlcil  U  Ataboite  la 
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luenoe;  alto  tlint  it  I  withcd  to  Act  uight,  I  ooRht 
lo  Utrow  up  c««T>f  >>'^tf<  '^^  "^^  ^f*  stand  afpiinst  a  Pope  in 
the  party  of  IhoM  hare-bnin^l  Rtdioth.  This  tetter,  when 
1  read  1(,  put  me  in  such  a  fright,  lliat  1  went  to  seek  my  dear 
(riend  Ihcra  Ljindi.  Directly  he  set  tyc%  on  ine,  he  asked 
whitt  uxidcot  had  happcitcd  to  upset  mc  so.  I  told  my 
friend  that  it  waa  quite  impossible  (or  me  to  explain  what 
by  upon  oiy  mind,  and  what  wjis  causing  me  this  trouble; 
only  I  entreated  him  lo  take  tlic  kev-s  I  f^vc  him,  and  to 
return  the  ([cms  and  gold  in  my  drawers  to  stich  and  such 
PBWOOl,  whose  names  he  would  find  inscritied  upon  my 
loamoiliKlmn-book ;  next,  I  begged  him  to  pack  up  the 
fbfiMure  ot  my  bouse,  and  keep  account  o(  it  with  his  usual 
lorinil-kindneM ;  and  in  a  few  days  he  should  hear  where  I 
wia.  The  prudent  young  man,  ([uessinit  peihaps  pretty 
oearly  bow  tlic  matter  stood,  replied:  "My  brother,  go 
your  ways  quickly :  then  write  to  me,  ;ind  have  no  (tirtlier 
cue  about  your  things."  I  did  as  he  advised.  He  was  the 
■UM  loyal  friend,  the  wisest,  the  most  worthy,  the  moat 
Aacreet,  the  mo»t  affeclionalc  that  I  have  ever  known.  I 
left  Florence  and  went  lo  Koine,  and  from  there  I  wrote 
Id  bint.* 
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Upon  ny  arrival  in  Rome,  I  fonnd  Nveta)  o(  my  former 
,  by  whom  t  waa  wry  well  receWed  and  kindly  enter- 
No  lime  was  tost  before  I  set  myself  to  wi>rk  at 
as*  which  brought  me  profit,  but  were  nut  ni)t;kble  enough 
be  deacribed.  There  was  a  Ime  old  man.  a  goldsmith, 
Jled  Rafladlo  dd  Mora,  who  ti.id  consicteralUe  reputation 
the  trade,  and  waa  to  boot  a  very  worthy  fellow.  He 
bancd  aw  to  consent  to  enter  his  workaliop,  Kiyin>;  he  had 
•OBM  eomrainlom  of  importance  to  execute,  on  whicli  high 
prafits  miglit  be  looked  (or :  so  I  accepted  his  propoul  with 
tDod-wilL 

>  OMol  hM  twM  ann*!*  luM  fer  katHt  FVirMM  «  Dili  >MeUi«  sad 
bU^i  wi«k>  wdn  ISifN  CkiMM.  iW  enwoMf  of  h«t  litmlM.  Ilh  own 
■unu**  )il«il*  iom»  MMM  ol  iImm>i  Vet  w  itumU  manaliri  Ihai  h* 
anw  luoh  imw  ibDdnl  ptn  h  pSOa.  m4  tek^ad  l»  ■  hmUr  <4  Mcdkim 
■Mfilllii  lltaUlMwmdXomwMd  Hmt  UifaraiMiwHanUIw 
■I  OmmmI  *»■  IbiBit  Kwa  smI  IMm  AImi^i.  Mur  •«>  h^ImI 
floNWlaM  «m  ■MrtaeMl  thai  ihv  Medlessa  ib»wwi»1  v«  I"— f4fto>  i 
•ad  SB  anW  h*J  avUlatf  nan  u>  npMi  ham  U  ikaa  bnM  ih«  lt«paUtc 
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More  than  ten  da^*!  had  elapsed,  and  I  had  not  presented 
myself  to  Maestro  Glacopino  delta  Barca.  MeetinK  me  one 
day  by  acctdenl.  he  Rave  me  a  hearty  welcome,  and  asked 
me  how  long  I  had  been  in  Rome.  When  I  told  him  I 
had  been  tliere  abotit  a  fortnight,  he  took  it  very  ill,  and 
said  tt)at  I  sliowcd  little  esteem  for  a  Pope  who  liad  urgently 
compelled  him  to  write  three  timc^  for  me.  I,  who  had 
taken  his  persistence  in  tlic  matter  still  more  ill,  made  no 
reply,  but  swallowed  down  my  irritation.  The  man,  who 
nrfFercd  from  a  Hux  of  words,  began  one  of  his  long  yarns, 
sod  went  on  talking,  till  at  the  last,  when  [  saw  him  tired  out, 
I  merely  said  that  he  might  bring  me  to  the  Pope  when  he 
saw  At  He  answered  that  any  time  would  do  for  him ;  and 
I.  that  I  was  always  ready.  So  we  took  oar  way  toward  the 
palace.  It  was  a  Maundy  Thursday ;  and  when  we  reached 
Uie  apartments  of  the  Pope,  he  being  known  tlierc  and  I 
expected,  we  were  at  once  admitted. 

The  Pope  ums  in  bed,  siiffeiiiig  from  a  slight  indisposition, 
and  be  had  will)  him  Messer  Jacopo  Salviati  and  tlie  Arch- 
bishop of  Capua.*  When  the  Pope  set  eyes  on  me,  he  was 
C3cceedingly  glad.  I  kissed  his  feet,  and  Uien,  as  humbly 
as  I  could,  drew  near  to  him.  and  let  him  understand  that 
1  had  things  of  consequence  to  utter.  On  this  he  waved 
his  hand,  and  the  two  prelates  retired  to  a  distance  from  us. 
1  began  at  once  to  speak  :  "Most  blessed  Father,  from  the 
lime  of  the  sack  up  to  this  hour,  1  have  never  been  able  to 
confess  or  to  communicate,  because  they  refuse  me  absolu- 
tiorL  The  case  is  this.  When  1  melted  down  the  gold 
and  worked  at  the  unsetting  o(  those  jewels,  ymir  Holiness 
ordered  the  Cavalicnno  to  give  me  a  modest  reward  for  my 
labours,  of  which  1  received  nothing,  but  on  tlie  contrary 
be  rather  paid  me  with  abuse.  When  tlien  I  ascended  to 
the  chamber  where  I  had  melted  down  tlie  gold,  and  washed 
the  ashes,  I  found  about  a  pound  and  a  half  of  gold  in  tiny 
grains  like  millet-seeds ;  and  inasmuch  as  I  had  not  money 
enough  to  take  me  home  respectably.  I  thought  1  would 
avail  myself  o(  this,  and  give  it  back  again  when  opportunity 
should  ofTcr.  Kow  1  am  here  at  the  feet  of  )'our  Holiness, 
who  is  the  only  true  confessor.     I  entreat  you  to  do  me 

>  NIcoIm  ScfaombcTg,  *  UarneJ  IXnn!nli:ui  uiil  diteiple  of  SaToniroU, 
mule  Arehbithop  □(  Capna  in  iskl  He  wu  >  filthfut  tad  ibts  nunlilet  of 
CUacnl.     P>iil  III.  K«Tc  hiaa  Ihc  bat  in  1335,  and  be  diod  ia  isyj- 
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Uw  favour  oi  grantinji  tne  indulgence,  so  that  I  may  be  able 
Id  oonfcM  and  communicate,  and  by  the  grace  of  yoor 
riiilliliw  regain  the  gr:u;e  of  my  Lorxl  G«>d."  Upon  this 
Ihe  Pope,  with  a  tcaroely  perceptible  tigh,  remcmlwniig 
pwhapa  hii  former  trials,  spoke  as  follows :  "  Dcnvenuto,  1 
Iboroaghly  betlerc  what  you  tell  me ;  it  is  in  my  power  to 
abaolvc  you  of  any  unbecoming  deed  you  may  have  dooe^ 
aod,  what  is  more,  I  liave  the  will.  So,  then,  speak  oat 
with  franknen  aad  perfect  confidence ;  for  if  you  had  taken 
the  value  of  &  whole  tiara,  I  am  quite  ready  to  pardon  you." 
Tbercupoa  I  answered :  "  I  took  nothing,  most  blessed 
Falber,  but  what  1  have  confessed ;  and  this  did  not  amount 
to  liic  vaJoe  of  140  ducats,  lor  that  was  the  sum  I  received 
bom  ibe  Mint  in  l'crugia,and  vrith  it  I  went  home  to  com- 
fort my  poor  old  father."  The  Pope  said  :  "  Your  father 
has  been  as  virlnous,  ffood,  and  vrorthy  a  man  as  was  ever 
bom,  and  you  have  not  degenerated  from  lum.  I  am  very 
•orry  that  the  money  was  so  Uttle ;  but  such  as  you  say  U 
was,  I  mslM  yon  a  present  of  it,  and  give  you  my  (till  pardon. 
Assure  your  cOofcMor  of  this,  if  there  is  nothing  else  upon 
yoar  eonsdence  which  coooams  mc.  Aftcrwurda.  when  yoo 
hm  oaofested  and  commonicalcd,  you  shall  present  your* 
wdt  to  ne  again,  and  it  will  be  to  your  advantage." 

When  I  parted  from  the  Pope,  Messer  Uiacopo  and  tho 
Archbishop  approached,  and  the  l^ipe  spoke  to  them  in  the 
bigbest  terms  imaginable  about  me  ;  he  said  that  he  had 
eonfSMcd  and  absolved  mo ;  then  he  conDlNloned  Ibe 
Arcbbiabop  of  Capua  to  send  tor  me  and  ask  if  I  had  any 
ettcr  need  beyond  this  matter,  giving  him  full  leave  to 
absohM  mc  amply,  and  bidding  him,  moreover,  treat  me  with 
the  utmosl  kindness. 

While  I  was  walking  away  with  Maestro  Glacoplno,  he 
aakcd  me  very  inqoiatively  what  was  the  dote  and  lengthy 
coavwtfow  I  had  had  with  his  Hi>lincsi.  After  he  had 
repeated  Ihe  quettloo  more  than  twice,  I  sAid  thai  1  did 
aol  mean  to  tell  him,  because  they  were  mattcrB  with  whtch 
be  bad  nothing  to  do,  and  tltcTeft»rc  he  ncc<l  not  go  on  asking 
me.  Then  I  went  to  do  what  liad  been  agreed  on  with 
(be  Pope ;  and  after  the  two  festivals  were  over,  I  again 
prvKnted  myself  befoni  his  Hollneia.  He  received  me  even 
belter  than  before,  and  said  :  "  If  you  had  ciimc  a  little  earlier 
to  I&>me,  I  should  tiave  coauMooed  yuu  lu  restore  my  twu 
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ttvaa.  which  were  pulled  to  pieces  in  the  cattle.  Thete, 
however,  with  the  exception  of  the  gens,  are  objects  of  little 
artistic  iiitercst ;  so  I  will  employ  you  on  a  piece  of  Die  vcr>' 
greatest  consequence,  where  you  will  be  able  to  exhibit  all 
your  talents.  It  is  a  tnitton  for  my  priest's  cope,  which  has 
to  t>e  made  round  like  a  trencher,  and  as  big  as  a  Uttle 
trencher,  one-third  of  a  cubit  wide.  Upon  this  I  want  you 
to  represent  a  God  the  Father  in  half-relief,  and  in  the  middle 
to  set  that  magnificent  big  diamond,  which  you  remember, 
together  with  several  other  gems  of  the  greatest  value. 
Caradosso  began  to  make  me  one,  but  did  not  linish  it :  1 
want  youi«  to  be  finished  quickly,  so  that  I  may  enjoy  the 
use  of  it  a  little  while.  Go.  tlien.  and  make  me  a  tine  model." 
He  had  all  the  jewels  shown  me,  and  then  I  went  off  like  a 
sliot'  to  set  mywlf  to  work. 
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XLIV 

During  the  time  when  Florence  was  besieged,  Federigo 
Ginori,  for  whom  I  made  that  medal  of  Atlas,  died  of  con- 
sumption, and  the  medal  came  into  the  hands  of  Mcsser 
Luigi  Alainanni,  who,  after  a  little  while,  took  it  to  present 
in  person  to  Francis,  king  of  France,  accompanied  by  some 
of  his  own  finest  compositions.  The  King  was  exceedingly 
delighted  with  the  gift ;  whereupon  Mcsser  Luigi  told  his 
Uajesty  so  much  about  my  personal  quaUtics.  as  well  as  my 
art,  and  spoke  so  favourably,  that  the  King  expressed  a  wi^ 
to  know  me. 

Meanwhile  I  pushed  my  model  for  the  button  forward 
with  all  the  diligence  I  could,  constructing  it  exactly  of  the 
siie  which  the  jewel  itself  was  meant  to  hare.  In  the  trade 
of  the  goldsniillis  it  roused  considerable  jealuus>-  among 
those  who  tliought  that  the>'  were  cai>at)le  of  matching  iL  A 
certain  Micheletto  had  just  come  to  Rome ; '  he  was  very 
clever  at  engraving  cornelians,  and  was,  moreover,  a  most 
intelligent  jeweller,  an  old  man  and  of  great  celebrity.  He 
had  been  employed  upon  the  Pope's  tiaras ;  and  while  I  was 
working  at  my  model,  he  wondered  much  that  I  had  not 
apphed  to  him,  being  as  he  was  a  man  of  intelligence  and  of 

*  AfuiftaU.     tit.,  iiitiuehl  u  1  qiindU. 
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^aIpt  credit  with  the  Pope.  At  last,  when  be  saw  that  I  was 
not  ootnlog  lo  him,  be  came  to  mc,  and  asked  mc  what  I 
wu  ■bouL  "  Wlial  tlie  Poj^  has  ordered  mc,"  I  answered 
Tben  be  nid  :  "  The  Pope  has  commissioaed  me  to  supcr- 
intcftd  everything  which  U  beiag  made  (or  hit  HoUrcm."  1 
only  rvplied  that  I  would  ask  the  Pope,  and  tben  ahould 
know  what  answer  I  ouflht  to  give  him.  He  ti^d  me  tliat  I 
•bndd  repent,  and  departing  in  anger,  had  an  interview  with 
mil  the  niastcrs  of  the  art ;  they  deliberated  on  tlie  matter,  and 
ctauged  Uicbele  with  the  conduct  of  the  whole  alTair.  As 
«M  to  bo  expected  from  a  person  o(  his  talents,  he  ordered 
more  than  thirty  drawings  to  be  made,  aU  differing  in  their 
details,  lor  the  piece  the  Pope  h^  commifisioncd. 

Having  already  acccM  to  bis  Hohne«'s  ear,  be  look  into 
his  ooim«el  anuUicr  iewellcr,  nmncd  Pompoo,  a  Milanese,  who 
was  in  favour  with  the  Pope,  and  related  to  Messer  Tralaito, 
the  hnt  duunbcrUin  of  Ibc  court  ;*  these  two  together,  then, 
bt0n  to  imiBuatc  that  they  had  seen  my  nio<lcl,  and  dt<l  ri<^t 
think  mc  up  lo  a  work  of  such  cxIraonUnary  imfxirt.  Tlie 
Pope  replied  that  he  would  also  have  to  see  it,  and  that  if  he 
then  found  me  unlit  for  the  purpose,  he  should  took  around 
(or  one  who  was  fit.  Both  of  them  put  in  that  they  had 
•everal  excellent  designs  ready;  to  wbicb  the  Pope  made 
■ntwcr,  that  be  was  very  pleased  to  hcjr  it,  but  Uial  he  did 
Dot  can:  to  look  at  them  till  t  bad  completed  my  model ; 
^erwvdi,  ho  would  take  them  all  into  consideratiua  »t  the 
Mtne  time. 

Afler  a  few  days  I  finished  my  model,  and  took  It  to  the 
ft>pe  one  morning,  wlien  MesKr  TraJaoo  nude  mc  wait  till 
be  had  *ent  for  Mtcheletto  and  PcNnpeo,  btdding  Ihcm  miike 
IttMe  and  bring  ihcir  dnwinKa.  Oa  their  Rnival  we  were 
tatroduced,  uiid  Mii:hetctto  and  Pocopco  immedlalcly  unrolled 
their  papers,  which  (lie  Pope  Inflected.  Tlie  drsiiMhtsmtn 
who  bad  t>een  employed  werv  not  in  the  jeweller's  tradet 
•Dd  therefore  knew  noUims  about  giving  their  right  place 
to  precioui  stones;  and  the  Jewellers,  on  ibclr  side,  had  not 
•bown  them  how :  for  I  ouglit  tu  say  tbal  a  iewellcr.  when 
ba  baa  lo  wiirk  with  ftgoms,  must  at  neceMly  nndenUand 
deaign,  else  he  cannot  produce  anyttiiag  worth  looking  at : 
and  lu  it  lunied  ool  thai  all  of  tliem  bad  stuck  ttut  faaMiia 
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diamond  in  the  middle  of  the  breast  of  God  the  Father 
The  Pope,  who  was  an  excellent  connoisseur,  observing 
this  mistake,  approved  of  none  of  them ;  and  when  he  had 
looked  at  about  ten,  he  flung  the  rest  down,  and  said  to  me, 
who  was  standing  at  a  distance :  "  Now  show  me  your  modcli 
Benreniito,  so  tliat  I  may  see  if  you  have  made  tlie  same  mis- 
take as  those  fellows."  1  came  forward,  and  opened  a  little 
round  box ;  whereupon  one  would  liave  tlioiighl  that  a  liRht 
from  heaven  had  struck  the  Pope's  eyes.  He  cried  aloud : 
"If  you  had  been  in  my  own  body,  you  could  not  have  done 
it  better,  as  this  proves.  Those  men  there  have  found  the 
right  way  to  bring  shiime  upon  themselves  I"  A  crowd  of 
great  lords  pressing  round,  the  Pope  pointed  out  the  differ- 
ence  between  my  mo<lct  and  the  drawings.  When  he  had 
sufficiently  commended  it,  the  others  standing  terrified  and 
stupid  before  him,  he  turned  to  me  and  said :  "I  am  only 
afraid  of  one  tiling,  and  that  is  of  tlie  utmost  consequence. 
Friend  Benvenuto,  wax  is  easy  to  work  in ;  the  real  diffi- 
culty is  to  execute  this  in  gold."  To  those  words  I  answered 
without  a  moment's  hesitation :  "  Most  blessed  Father,  if  I 
do  not  work  it  ten  limes  belter  than  the  model,  let  it  be 
agreed  beforehand  tliat  you  pay  me  nothing."  Wlicn  Uicy 
heard  this,  the  noMemen  nude  a  great  stir,  crying  out  tliat 
I  was  promising  too  much.  Among  them  was  an  eminent 
philosopher,  who  spoke  oat  in  my  favour :  "  From  the  fine 
pliysiognomy  and  bodily  symmetry  which  I  observe  in  this 
young  man,  I  predict  that  he  will  accomplish  what  be  sa>% 
and  tliiuk  that  he  will  even  go  beyond  it."  The  Pope  put 
in:  "And  this  is  my  opinion  also."  Then  he  called  bis 
chamberlain,  Messer  Traiano,  and  lude  him  bring  live  hun- 
dred golden  ducats  of  the  Camera. 

Wliile  we  were  watting  for  Uie  money,  the  Pope  turned 
once  more  to  giure  at  leisure  on  the  dexterous  device  1  had 
employed  for  comlHning  tlie  diamond  with  the  tigtire  of  God 
the  Father,  I  had  put  tlie  diamond  exactly  in  tlie  centre  of 
tlie  piece;  and  above  it  God  the  Father  was  sliown  seated, 
leaning  nobly  in  a  sidcwa>-s  attitude,'  which  made  a  perfect 
composition,  and  did  not  inteHerc  with  the  stone's  effect 
Lifting  his  right  hand,  he  was  in  the  act  of  giving  the  tiene- 
dictioD.     Below  the  diamond  1  had  placed  three  children, 
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who,  with  their  anni  upraited,  were  supportint;  the  jewel 
Oite  of  them,  in  the  middle,  was  in  full  relief,  the  other  two 
in  hal{-rchc(.  Ail  round  I  set  a  crowd  of  cherubs,  in  divers 
Btliludca,  adapted  to  the  other  gems.  A  mantle  undulated 
to  tlie  wind  around  (he  fii;ure  oj  the  Fatlier,  from  the  folds 
trf  which  chcnibs  peeped  out;  and  there  were  other  orna- 
nenta  bc«dc«  which  made  a  rcry  beautiful  effect.  The  work 
vra*  execute<t  in  white  itucoo  on  a  blaclt  stone.  When  the 
awncy  came,  tiie  Pope  g;»vt  It  me  with  his  own  hand,  and 
lilHHHi  me  in  tlie  m<M  winning  terms  to  let  him  tuve  it 
(aUbed  in  bu  owu  days,  addinc  Hut  this  »))0uld  t>e  to  my 
Klvantafe. 

XLV 

I  look  the  money  and  the  model  home,  and  was  in  the 
ataKM  inimtieDce  to  t>ct{in  my  work.  After  1  had  laboured 
diUitently  for  dftht  days,  the  Pope  seat  word  by  one  of  bis 
chamberlains,  a  ^-cry  great  gentleman  of  Uologna,  that  I  was 
lo  come  to  him  and  brinji  what  I  had  got  in  hand.  On  tlie 
way,  the  cbAmtxtUin,  who  was  the  tnoil  gentle- mannered 
panon  in  tbo  Roman  court,  told  me  that  the  Pope  not  only 
vnatcd  to  we  what  I  wai  doing,  but  also  Intended  to  intrust 
OM  with  another  task  of  the  highest  cootequcnce,  which 
watt  in  f^ct,  to  fttmish  dies  for  the  tnoncjr  of  the  Mint ; 
lad  bade  me  arm  myself  beforehand  with  the  answer  I 
rixnld  give ;  in  abort,  lie  wislicd  mc  lo  l>e  prejiarcd,  and 
UMfclore  be  had  «poken.  When  wc  came  into  the  presence, 
1  lost  Ml  time  in  exhibiting  the  golden  plate,  npon  which  I 
bad  MB  yet  carved  nothing  but  my  figure  of  God  the  Father ; 
bat  this,  tboBgh  only  in  tlie  rough,  displa>-ed  a  grander  style 
than  that  of  the  waxen  model  'llie  I'ljpc  regarded  it  with 
•Inpcfactioa,  and  exclaime<l :  "From  this  moment  forward 
I  will  beUens  everything  you  say."  Then  loading  me  with 
nurki  of  (avonr,  h«  added:  "II  ia  my  intention  to  give  you 
anolber  ootnnusaioo,  which.  If  you  feel  competent  to  exeaile 
K,  1  ihall  bava  oo  lets  at  heart  than  this,  or  more."  He 
prooeetlod  lo  tell  me  that  he  winhcd  tu  make  dies  for  tlic 
"■'■If  of  bis  realm,  aad  asked  me  If  1  had  ever  tried  my 
band  at  such  tilings,  and  if  I  Itod  the  courage  to  attempt 
then,  1  answeretl  that  of  courage  for  the  task  I  had  no 
Ad  thai  1  had  seen  h<rw  dio  were  made,  but  that  I 
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had  not  ever  made  any.  There  was  in  the  presence  a  certain 
Meeter  Tommaao,  of  Prato,  bis  Hotincss's  Datary  i'  and  tliis 
man,  beiRR  a  friend  of  my  enemies,  put  in  t  "  Most  blessed 
Father,  the  favours  you  are  showering  upon  this  young  man 
(and  he  by  nature  so  extremely  overbold)  arc  enough  to 
make  him  promise  you  a  new  world.  You  h^kvc  already 
given  him  one  great  task,  and  now,  by  adding  a  greater, 
you  are  like  to  nuke  them  clash  together,"  The  Pope,  in 
a  rage,  turned  round  on  him,  and  told  him  to  mind  his  own 
business.  Then  he  commanded  mc  to  make  the  model  for 
a  broad  doubloon  of  gold,  upon  which  he  wAnted  a  naked 
Christ  with  his  hands  tied,  and  the  inscription  Ecct  Homo; 
the  reverse  u'as  to  have  a  Pope  and  Emperor  in  the  act 
together  of  propping  up  a  cross  wliich  seemed  to  fall,  and 
this  legend  :  Unus  spinlus  el  una  fiJa  tralin  eis. 

After  the  Pope  had  ordered  this  handsome  coin,  Bandinelto 
the  sculptor  came  up  ;  he  hsd  not  yet  been  made  a  knight ; 
and,  with  his  wonted  presumption  muQled  up  in  ignorance, 
said ;  "  For  these  goldsmiths  one  must  make  drawings  (or 
such  fine  tilings  as  that."  I  turned  round  upon  him  in  a 
moment,  and  cried  out  that  I  did  not  want  his  drawings  for 
my  art,  but  tlial  1  hoped  before  very  long  to  give  his  art  some 
trouble  by  my  drawings.  The  Pope  expressed  high  satis- 
faction at  these  words,  and  turning  to  me  said  :  **  Go  then,  my 
Bcnvcnuto,  and  devote  yourself  with  spirit  to  my  service, 
and  do  not  lend  an  ear  to  the  chattering  oE  these  siUy 
fellows." 

So  I  went  off,  and  very  quickly  made  two  dies  of  steel :  then 
I  stamped  a  coin  in  gold, and  one  Sundayaftcr  dinner  took  the 
coin  and  the  dies  to  the  Pope,  who,  when  he  saw  tlic  piece, 
was  astonished  and  ((really  gratilied,  not  only  because  my  work 
pleased  him  excciuively.  but  also  because  of  the  rapidity  with 
which  I  had  performed  it  For  the  further  satisfaction  and 
amazement  of  his  Holiness,  I  had  brought  with  me  all  tlie  old 
coins  which  in  former  times  had  been  made  by  those  able  men 
who  served  Popes  Giuho  and  Leo ;  and  when  I  noticed  that 
mine  pleased  him  far  better,  I  drew  fortli  from  my  bosom  a 
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patent,'  In  which  I  prayed  for  the  post  ol  stamp-maslcr*  in  the 
UtaL  TbU  pUce  was  worth  six  golden  crowns  a  month,  in 
ulditioti  to  the  dies,  which  were  paid  at  the  rate  oj  a  ducat  for 
three  by  the  Master  o(  tlic  Mint.  The  Pope  took  tny  patent 
■nd  handed  It  to  Uie  Oatary,  telling  him  to  lose  no  time  in  di»> 
patching  the  huaincss.  The  Daktry  bc^an  to  put  il  in  his 
pocket,  sayins:  "Moat  bleated  F^dicr.  yiHir  Holuicxs  ought 
not  to  go  to  fast :  these  are  malti-rt  wliidi  dewcrve  some  re- 
SedioD."  To  thb  Uic  Pope  repUed  :  "  I  have  heard  what  you 
ba*a  got  to  say  ;  give  me  here  that  patent"  He  took  it,  and 
allied  il  at  once  with  his  own  hand ;  then,  giving  it  back, 
addad :  "  Now,  you  have  no  answer  left ;  sec  that  you  dispatch 
tt  an  noce,  for  this  is  my  plc^mirc  ;  and  Bciivcnuto'g  slioes  are 
worth  more  than  the  eyea  of  all  those  other  blockheads."  So, 
baring  tJianlced  his  Holiness,  I  went  bock,  rejoicing  above 
owMure,  to  my  work. 

XLVI 

I  was  still  working  in  the  shop  of  Kaflacllo  del  Mora 
TUa  worthy  nuin  had  a  very  beautiful  young  daughter,  with 
ffC^fd  to  whom  he  hod  designs  on  mc ;  and  1,  becoming 
partly  aware  ot  hJs  intentions,  was  very  willing ;  but,  while 
tadidgtag  auch  desires,  I  made  no  show  ol  them  :  on  the 
ODobaiy.  I  was  ao  discreet  in  my  behaviour  tliat  1  nude  liim 
wonder.  It  *n  happened  Ihat  the  poor  tfiH  was  attiicked  by  a 
'f*^**'  In  her  right  li.iml,  which  ale  into  the  two  bonea 
beloaglng  to  the  little  linger  and  Itie  nexL*  Owing  to  her 
fstber'a  carelcasoesa,  ilie  had  tKcn  treated  by  an  Ignorant 
qtnck-doclor,  wbo  predicted  that  tlic  pour  child  would  be 
crippled  in  the  whole  of  her  right  arm,  if  even  nothing  wune 
■bonld  happen.  Wlicn  I  noticed  (he  dismay  of  her  AUfaer,  I 
bemted  him  not  to  believe  all  that  thia  ignoiaat  doctor  bad 
■dd.  He  replied  thai  he  had  no  acqnaliilaace  with  pfay- 
ildaBS  or  with  nirgctms,  aitd  entreated  me,  if  I  knew  of 
ooa,  to  bring  bin  to  the  bouse.*  1  sent  at  once  tor  a  certain 
Miwalni  Giiieomo  of  IVnigla.  a  man  of  great  skiU  in  aurgery, 
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'v'^H'^';]^ 
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who  examined  ilie  poor  girl,'  Slie  was  dreadfully  frighteiied, 
through  having  gained  some  inkling  of  the  quack's  piedlc- 
tions ;  whereas,  my  intelligent  doctor  declared  tlial  she  would 
suffer  noUiiiig  of  consequence,  and  would  t>e  very  well  able 
to  use  lier  right  hand  ;  also  tlial  tliough  tlie  two  la^  fmgefs 
must  remain  sotnewliat  weaker  tlian  tlie  oUiers.  tliis  would 
be  of  no  inconvenience  at  all  (o  her.  So  he  began  his  treat- 
ment ;  and  after  a  few  days,  when  he  was  going  to  extract  a 
portion  of  the  diseased  bones,  her  father  called  for  me,  and 
begged  me  to  be  present  at  the  operation.  Maestro  Giacomo 
was  using  some  coarse  stcd  instruments;  and  when  I  ob- 
served that  he  was  making  Uttlc  way  and  at  the  same  time 
was  inlhcting  severe  pain  on  the  patient,  1  begged  him  to 
stop  and  wait  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour  for  me.  I  ran  into 
the  shop,  and  made  a  little  scalping-iron  of  steel,  extremely 
thin  and  cur\-cd  ;  it  cut  like  a  ruor.  On  my  return,  the  sur- 
geon used  it,  and  began  to  work  with  so  gentle  a  hand  that 
she  felt  no  pain,  and  in  a  short  while  the  operation  was 
over.  Id  consequence  of  this  service,  and  for  other  reasons, 
Uic  worthy  man  conceived  for  me  as  much  love,  or  more,  as 
he  had  for  two  male  children ;  and  in  the  meanwhile  he 
attended  to  tlie  cure  of  his  beautiful  young  daughter. 

I  was  on  terms  of  ttie  closest  intimacy  with  one  Messcr 
Giovanni  Gaddi,  who  wax  a  clerk  of  the  Camera,  and  a  great 
connoisseur  of  the  arts,  although  he  had  no  practical  acquaint- 
ance with  any.'  In  his  household  were  a  c«ti.un  Messer 
Giovanni,  a  Greek  of  eminent  learning,  Messer  Lodovico  of 
Fano,  IX)  less  distinguished  as  a  man  of  letters,  Messer 
Antonio  Allcgrctti,  and  Messer  Annitxalc  Caro,*  at  that  time 
in  his  early  manhood.  Messer  Bastiano  of  Venice,  a  most 
excellent  painter,  and  I  were  admitted  to  their  society  ;  and 


*  GiHoao  RaitcUi  wu  a  nalirv  of  Rimiiu,  bal  wai  popsluljr  knom)  m 
cf  PcTcjia.  nacc  he  had  raided  lonf  in  thai  fky.  He  wu  a  Uiooai  tat- 
(coa  uiijci  Kvcril  Topa  unlil  the  yeu  tj'^.  when  be  ilied  at  Rome,  aged 
wrantv-fiTe. 

■  GloTtnal  Gtddl  of  Ihe  Floienilae  bmll;  wa%  putkinatety  atlacbed  M 
mcB  of  art  and  Ictier*.  Vei  ho  (eems  to  have  been  >atae«h*t  diusrenble  in 
pemmal  biltKUuiw  i  tot  even  Aanitulc  Caro,  who  owed  much  to  hu  patroMm, 
and  Kvcd  lor  many  years  in  ha  b:ni*e>  a(*«r  became  atlaeh«d  to  luak.  We 
ihall  tee  bow  he  tteaied  Cellini  during  a  fcvtr. 

■  Stmt  poems  at  AUectcili't  snrviTe.  He  wu  a  obui  «f  nutk  1b  tb« 
HlMBiy  Mkoetjr  of  the  aH.  GloraBiii  Gtcctt  niajr  have  been  a  Glonttni 
TiUiitn,  who pioenled  Doke  Cotiax)  xrith  towe Gfeck  chaiacieii  nt  ciquiiitc 

I  da  Fano  b  tEwnlnned  as  an  bxmDcsi  Latin  tebciai.    Anoi- 
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Klmoit  every  <Uy  we  net  together  in  Messer  Giovanni*! 
compooy.' 

Beia(  amre  o(  this  intimacy,  the  worthy  goidsniitli  Raffadio 
•aid  to  Meaaer  Giovanni:  "Good  ur,  you  know  me;  now  I 
wnt  to  mairy  my  clauglitcr  to  Bcnvcnulo,  and  coti  think  ol 
no  better  intcrmcdiaiy  [lian  your  wor^itp.  So  1  ani  come 
to  crave  your  asaistanoc,  and  to  beg  >'ou  to  name  (or  her  such 
dowry  from  my  estate  as  you  may  think  suitable."  The 
ligbt-headcd  man  h.-irdly  let  my  good  (ricnd  finish  what  he 
Iwd  to  My,  before  he  put  in  quite  at  nndoni :  "  1'alk  no 
BUXC  about  it,  ItafCacUo ;  you  arc  farther  frum  your  object 
than  January  from  mull>errie>."  Tfae  pwr  man,  utterly  dis- 
ootaafCed,  looked  about  at  once  for  another  husband  tor  his 
girl ;  while  ilie  and  the  mother  and  all  the  family  lived  on 
in  a  bad  humour  with  me.  Since  I  did  not  know  Uie  real 
CHiH  of  this — 1  imagined  they  were  paying  me  with  bastard 
cqIb  for  tlie  many  kindnesses  I  had  shown  them — 1  coa- 
odved  the  Iboughl  of  opening  a  workshop  of  my  own  in 
(heir  ndshboudiood.  Ucsser  Giovanni  told  me  nothing  till 
the  idH  was  married,  whidi  happened  in  a  few  months. 

Meanwhile.  I  bbourcd  assiduously  at  tlie  work  I  was 
doing  for  the  Ptigie,  and  also  in  the  service  of  tlie  Mint;  for 
bit  HoUncia  had  ordered  aoother  coin,  of  the  value  of  two 
carlios,  OO  wKicb  htl  own  portrait  n-zs  stamped,  while  tlie 
rwcrae  boie  a  figure  of  Christ  upon  the  waters,  holding  out 
his  hand  In  S.  Peter,  with  this  imtcnplion  Qiutre  ilubilattit 
My  dengn  woo  such  applause  that  a  certain  secietary  of  the 
I^)pe,  a  man  of  tlie  grealeat  talent,  called  II  Sanga,*  waa 
Boved  to  tliii  remark :  "  Your  Hulineu  can  tmatt  ul  having 
m  currency  superior  to  any  of  the  anaents  in  all  their  glory," 
Tbc  Pope  replied :  "  Bciivenuto,  for  his  port,  can  boast  ol 
■erring  an  emperor  like  mc,  who  Is  able  to  discern  hti 
mcTil."  I  went  on  at  my  great  piece  in  gold,  showing  it 
bequeotly  to  tbo  Pope,  who  was  very  eager  to  see  it,  and 
Mdl  time  expTMMd  greater  admiration. 

Ul  Ch»  wM  MM  anht  aMtl  I 
la  iW  lM«t  R^i^ 

•  Hmm  lUMlUB  li  Oh  MMmUd  pslMw  MmUu  M  riaaOw, 

■Miku  M^(h  •  KtMu,  HOMuy  M  UkMMliM  GIIimL  dM  iwrf  Anb> 
IMop  M  Vdbb,  m  •aMvafib  M  OtMl  VIL  H«  ww  i  (m<  1  Mh^. 
Ml  Ml  of  Umm  MdMlMlka  •hti  wummatf  iMpii  a  mIwm  S  On  Ouueb. 
lb  4M,  HMBsd,  tl  M  lartr  ■<■■ 


Mti  «Hlinlib«l  miMn  of  IuHm  OHM  Ml 
H« ipMiaM luM  penka of  Ml li£ bilM  M 
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Hy  brother,  at  this  period,  was  also  In  Rome,  scnHns  Duke 
rtlninifiilrri.  on  wboni  the  Pope  had  recently  cooferred  tlie 
Duchy  of  Pcnna,  This  prince  kept  iu  his  service  a  multitude 
o(  soldiers,  worthy  fcllowa,  brought  up  to  valour  in  the  school 
of  that  famous  general  Giovanni  dc'  Medici ;  and  among  these 
was  my  brother,  whom  the  Duke  esteemed  as  highly  as  the 
bravest  at  them.  One  day  my  brother  went  after  dinner  to 
the  shop  of  a  man  called  Baccino  dctla  Croce  in  the  Banchi, 
which  all  those  men-at-arms  frequented.  He  had  ilun^  him- 
self ujKjn  a  settee,  and  was  sleeping.  Just  then  the  guard  of 
the  Barifello  p.as5ed  by ; '  they  were  taking  to  prison  a  certain 
Captain  Cisti,  a  Lombard,  who  had  also  been  a  member  ol 
Giovanni's  troop,  but  was  not  in  tlie  service  of  tlie  Dtike.  The 
captain,  Cattivanza  dcgU  Strozzi,  clianced  to  be  in  the  same 
shop;'  and  when  Cisti  caught  sight  of  him,  he  whispered: 
"  ]  was  bringing  j-ou  those  crowns  1  owed ;  if  you  want  them, 
oome  for  them  before  they  go  witli  me  to  prison,"  Now 
Cattivanza  had  a  way  of  putting  his  neighbours  to  the  push, 
not  caring  to  hazard  his  own  person.  So,  finding  theT«  around 
him  sevcnt]  young  fellows  of  the  highest  daring,  more  eager 
than  apt  for  so  serious  an  enterprise,  he  bade  them  catch  up 
Captain  Cisti  and  get  the  money  from  him.  and  if  the  guafd 
resisted,  overpower  the  men,  provided  they  had  pluck  enough 
to  do  so. 

The  young  men  were  but  four,  and  all  four  ot  them  without 
a  beard  The  first  was  called  Bertino  Aldobrandi,  another 
Anguillotto  o(  Lucca ;  I  cannot  recall  the  names  of  the  rest 
Bertino  had  been  trained  like  a  pupil  by  my  brother;  and 
my  brother  felt  tlie  most  unbounded  love  for  him.    So  then, 

'  Th(  B»g«lla  WW  Eh<  chieFcoMtiblf  m  ibniff  la  lullan  towu.  I  tfcUJ 
oil  hi«  Btmello  iliayi  in  idt  Inuuktko,  uiw*  xof  Ec^iih  iquinkM 
would  be  nuslM;dine.  lie  did  Ute  nvgh  wotk  of  |<olkuffi  Ibc  dly,  and  aw 
cetcMqucntlT  ■  moTk  (or  >tt  Ibe  mtn  ot  tpiiil  wlto  dulikvd  beioB  kept  in 
onlcr.  Giovio,  to  Ui  Life  of  CinliiuJ  Pofnpco  Cdoniui,  qaile  fft.r5r  lelUcs 
bow  It  wu  Ibe  Mfbcn  unliilioa  of  roanf  Roomm  oT  witit  to  miudci  the 
Buccflo.  Ht  BMnUoMi  in  iwrlkntir,  >  ontale  Pkira  !klu)pE»i,  who  had 
ao^ind  gnat  hme  and  nmularilf  Inr  killing  i)m  BarRctlo  of  ha  dajr,  otw 
Ccndo,  m  the  Cknpo  di  Fiocc.  Iiiii  t^a  bccaiiK  *n  outlaw,  atid  wm 
b*mnblv  wodtrf  by  Canfinal  Coioana,  th«n  al  war  wilb  Onacel  VIL 

'  Ilia  t-r*'*""'  oasie  ""  Ilcinuila.  Caiiinaia  wa«  a  nickaams.  ila 
(oo^  btaTBljr  lot  Flof«nce  io  the  uq^ 
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off  duhcd  the  four  brave  Lads,  and  came  up  with  tlie  guard 
ai  the  Bsrgctlo — upwards  of  tifty  constables,  counting  pikes, 
arquebuses,  and  two-handed  twords.  After  a  few  wurds  they 
drew  thdr  weapons,  and  tlie  four  boys  so  harried  the  Kuard, 
that  11  CapUin  CatUvaiua  bad  but  shown  his  lace,  without  so 
amcb  as  drawintt.  they  would  cenaiuty  have  put  the  whole 
pack  to  flight  But  delay  spoiled  all ;  for  Bcrtiiio  received 
ugly  wounds  and  fell ;  at  the  same  time,  Anguillotto 
also  hit  in  the  right  arm,  and  being  unable  to  use  his 
mrord,  got  out  of  the  fray  us  wvll  as  he  was  able.  The 
othen  did  the  same.  Berttno  Aldobrandi  was  lifted  from 
the  ground  seriously  injured. 


XLVin 

While  tlicse  things  were  happening,  we  were  all  at  table ; 
far  that  momiog  we  had  dined  more  than  an  hour  later  than 
tnuiL  On  hearinu  the  conimotiuii,  one  of  the  old  man's 
■ooa,  the  elder,  rose  front  table  to  fco  and  look  at  the  scuilk. 
He  was  called  Giovanni ;  and  I  said  to  him  :  "  For  Heaven's 
nice,  don't  go  I  In  such  matters  one  is  always  certain  tn  lose, 
while  there  is  nothing  to  be  sained."  His  fatlier  spoke  to 
UJcc  purpose  :  "  Pny.  oiy  son.  don't  go  t "  But  the  lad, 
without  heeding  any  one,  ran  down  the  stain,  keaching  the 
Bancbi,  where  Uic  great  scrimmage  w.-u,  and  seeing  Ilcrlino 
htted  (rum  tlie  ground,  he  ran  towards  hocnc,  and  met  my 
brother  Ccccliino  on  the  way,  who  asked  what  was  the 
■otter.  Though  soine  of  the  bystanders  sjgncd  to  Giovanni 
■ot  to  tcD  Cecchiao,  be  cried  out  like  a  madman  how  it  wai 
that  Berttno  Aldobrandi  had  been  killed  by  Ihc  guard.  Uy 
poor  t>rother  gave  vent  to  a  bellow  whidi  might  have  been 
bcvd  ten  miles  away.  Then  h«  turned  to  Giovanni :  "Ah 
Bc  I  but  could  >-ou  tell  me  which  of  those  men  killed  him 
for  ncf"*  Giovanni  said,  yes,  ttiat  it  u-as  a  man  who  had 
•  Ug  two-handed  sworxl,  with  a  blue  feather  in  his  Ixinnet 
Uy  poor  brother  rushed  aliead,  and  having  recognised  the 
homldde  by  tlioae  signs,  he  threw  hJmscU  with  all  his  daah 
and  spirit  into  the  middle  of  the  band,  and  before  his  man 

■  Otml,  MfrMttw  tm  Jin  ikt  di  pMi  mt  eU  mtt^t    Tbs  aw  b  lo 
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could  tiUT)  oa  saard,  ran  him  right  through  the  giits,  and 
with  the  sword's  hilt  thrust  htm  to  the  ground.  Then  he 
turned  upon  the  rest  with  such  energy  and  daring,  that  his 
one  arm  was  on  the  point  of  putting  the  whole  band  to  (light, 
had  it  not  been  that,  while  wheeling  round  to  strike  Kn 
an|uet)usier,  this  man  fired  in  sell -de  fen  <:e.  and  hit  the  brave 
unfortunate  young  fellow  above  the  knee  of  his  right  leg. 
Wliile  he  lay  stretched  upon  tlie  ground,  the  constables 
scrambled  off  in  disorder  as  fast  as  tliey  were  able,  lest  a 
pair  to  my  biother  should  arrive  upon  the  scene. 

Noticing  llial  the  tumult  was  not  subsiding.  1  too  rose  from 
table,  and  girding  ou  my  sword — for  everybody  wore  one 
then — I  went  to  the  bridge  of  Sant'  Agnolo,  where  I  saw  a 
group  of  several  men  assembled.  Oti  my  coming  up  and 
being  recognised  by  some  of  them,  they  gave  way  before 
me,  and  showed  me  what  1  least  of  all  tilings  wished  to 
sec,  albeit  I  made  mighty  haste  to  view  the  sight.  On  the 
instant  I  did  not  know  Cecchino,  since  he  was  wearing  a 
di^erent  suit  of  clothes  from  that  in  which  I  had  lately  seen 
him.  Accordingly,  he  recognised  me  first,  and  said  :  "  Dearest 
brother,  do  not  be  upset  by  my  grave  accident ;  it  is  only  what 
might  be  expected  in  my  profession :  get  me  removed  from 
here  at  once,  for  1  have  but  few  hours  to  live."  They  had 
acquainted  me  witli  tlic  whole  event  while  lie  was  speak- 
ing, in  brief  words  belitting  such  occasion.  So  I  answered : 
"  Brother,  this  is  the  greatest  sorrow  and  tlie  greatest  trial 
that  could  happen  to  me  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life.  But 
be  of  good  cheer ;  for  before  you  lose  sight  of  him  who  did 
the  mischief,  jmu  shall  $ee  yourself  revenged  by  my  hand." 
Our  words  on  both  sides  were  to  the  purport,  but  of  Uie 
shortest 

XLIX 

The  guard  was  now  about  fifty  paces  from  tis  ;  for  MaOio, 
Ibeir  officer,  had  made  some  of  tliem  turn  back  to  Like  up  the 
corporal  mybn>ther  killed.  Accordingly,  I  quickly  traversed 
that  short  space,  wrapped  in  my  cape,  which  I  had  tightened 
round  me,  and  came  up  with  Mafho,  whom  I  should  mosi 
certainly  have  murdered,  for  there  were  plenty  of  people 
round,  and  I  had  wound  my  way  among  them.  With  the 
rapidity  of  lightning,  I  had  half  drawn  my  sword  from  the 
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when  Bcrlitiithier  BerlinKhieri,  a  younjt  itua  of  the 
(roalcst  dArlnit  and  my  good  friend,  threw  himself  from  be- 
faiad  upon  my  arms  ;  he  had  four  other  fellows  of  hkc  Iddoey 
with  him,  who  cried  out  to  Maffio :  "  Away  with  you,  for 
tliii  man  here  alone  was  kUlinfi  >-ou  ! "  He  asked :  '*  Who 
is  he  ?"  and  they  answered :  "Own  brother  to  the  man  you 
•ee  tliere."  Without  waiting  to  hear  more,  he  made  haste 
IcM'  Torre  dt  Kona  ; '  and  they  said  :  "  Bcnreniito,  we  pre- 
vented you  against  your  wiU,  but  did  it  for  your  good ;  now 
let  Q»  go  to  soocour  him  who  must  die  shortly."  Accordingly, 
we  tuned  and  went  txtck  to  my  brother,  whom  I  had  at 
oooe  coovejrcd  into  a  bouse.  The  doctors  who  were  called 
In  oooMltalioo,  treated  him  with  medicamcnls,  but  could 
not  deddfl  to  amputate  the  leg.  which  might  perhaps  have 
Bvcd  him. 

Aa  soon  as  his  wound  had  been  dressed,  Duke  Alessandro 
appeared  and  most  affoctkinately  greeted  htm.  My  brother 
had  not  as  yet  lost  conadoowicss ;  to  he  said  to  the  Duke  : 
"  My  hird,  thia  only  K"^vei  me,  thai  your  Excellency  is  losing 
a  lervint  tbao  wtiom  you  ouy  perchance  find  men  mare 
valiant  in  Iho  pcofeasion  of  aims,  but  none  more  lovingly  and 
loyally  devoted  to  your  tervico  than  I  have  been."  The 
Dtilce  hade  him  do  all  he  could  to  keep  alive ;  for  the  rest, 
be  well  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  worth  and  courage.  He 
tlicn  turned  to  his  attendants,  ordering  them  to  tee  that  the 
bnvfl  youag  fellow  wanted  for  iioihnig. 

When  be  was  gooo,  my  btotlicr  lost  blood  k>  eoplousiy, 
far  DOlhlng  could  be  done  to  stop  it,  thai  he  went  off  his  head, 
and  kept  raving  all  the  following  night,  with  the  exception 
thai  oocc,  when  tbey  wanted  to  give  him  the  communion, 
be  Hid :  "  You  would  liuvc  done  well  to  confess  mo  belorc ; 
BOW  it  it  imposalble  that  I  should  leodve  tlie  divine  ncr^- 
sent  in  this  already  ruined  (r^me ;  il  will  tic  cinHigh  if  1 
partake  of  it  by  the  divine  vittue  of  the  eyetighi,  whereby 
tX  shall  be  trarunnllted  into  my  hnmortal  soul,  whidt  only 
prays  to  Him  for  mercy  and  forgivcnca*."  Having  spoken 
tfaoa.  the  host  was  elevated ;  but  he  straightway  relapsed  into 
tbe  same  delirious  ravin^ri  us  before,  pouring  forth  a  torrent 
ai  lb*  most  temblr  ficiuics  and  borrfbta  inprvcatiuni  Uul 

*  1W  Tern  Ji  Km*  wm  om  of  tka  nriMW  ntiMM  ia  Rmm,  assi 
Ivwtatatlti     •—  •  -  •    - 
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the  mind  ol  man  could  itnaginc ;  nor  did  be  cease  once 
that  nttiht  until  the  d;ty  broke. 

When  tlie  win  u[>pe»rcil  above  our  horizon,  he  liimcd  to 
roe  ami  said ;  "  Brother,  I  do  not  wish  to  stay  here  lonf^er, 
for  these  fellow*  will  end  by  inaldnK  me  do  something 
tremendous,  which  may  cause  them  to  repent  of  the  annoy- 
ance they  have  given  roc."  Then  he  kicked  out  l>olh  hta 
legs — the  injured  huib  we  bad  enclosed  >n  a  ™r>'  heavy  box 
— and  made  as  though  he  would  fling  it  across  a  horse's 
back.  Turning  his  face  round  to  me,  he  called  out  thrice — 
"  Farewell,  farewell  1 "  and  with  the  last  word  that  most 
valiant  spirit  piisscd  away. 

At  the  proper  hour,  toward  nightfall,  I  had  him  buried 
with  due  ceremony  in  the  churcli  of  the  Florentines :  ar>d 
afterwards  1  erected  to  his  meinor>'  a  very  hiuidsome  monu- 
ment of  marble,  upon  wliich  I  caused  trophies  and  banners 
to  be  carved.  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  one  of  his 
friends  bad  asked  him  who  the  man  was  that  had  kiUod  him, 
and  if  he  could  recognise  bim ;  to  which  he  answered  that 
he  could,  and  gave  his  description.  My  brother,  indeed, 
attempted  to  prevent  this  coming  to  my  ears ;  but  I  got  it 
very  w<^ll  impressed  upon  my  mind,  as  will  appear  in  the 
sequel' 


Returning  to  tbc  monument,  I  should  relate  tbat  certain 
famous  men  of  letters,  who  knew  my  brother,  composed 
for  mc  an  epitaph,  telling  me  that  the  noble  young  sua 
deserved  it.     The  inscription  r.m  thus : — 

**  Fraadito  CtUine  Flfnntina,  fui  fwW  in  ieneris  anitit  ad  leammm 
AftJiam  tbtftm  plurti  vuWriai  rtiulif  tt  signi/tr  fuif,  facilt  tUeti- 
meit/um  dedtt  fuanf/t  fortitndinit  tt  fviuilii  vir  /ulurus  fr^,  ni 
trutUlis  fall  ankiiuto  trantfouui,  quinto  atatU  Itutrv  Jiutrtt,  Sm- 
Vtmulus  frater posuit.     Otfiit  <IU  XXvii  Maii  MD.XXIX." 

He  was  tweotj'-fivc  years  of  age ;  and  since  the  soldiers 
dUcd  bim  Cccchino  del  Plffero,'  his  real  name  being  Giovait- 

■  VmU,  hi  bb  Silaria  fuitMtOta,  lib.  xL,  ei*ei  a  short  uoovot  <4  CcechlM 
Ccllmi'i  death  la  Roa«,  mcMiMlic  aim  Bcftiwi  AMofanndi,  Id  (be  inMBpl 
to  rmngc  whotn  he  Imt  bii  life. 

*  Tbat  b,  Ftwk,  tbc  flint  tern. 
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biDOBKO  Cdluii,  1  wanted  to  CDgrave  tlic  (onner,  by  wtiidi 
be  wu  comiDonly  Imnwn,  under  the  armorial  bearings  of  ouf 
fuBUy.  This  name  tlicti  1  li;i(l  cut  in  fine  antique  cltaroctetl, 
■U  of  which  u'crc  br<<kcn  save  [he  fin.t  and  la^t.  I  was  asked 
by  tlic  teamed  men  wlio  liad  composed  tliat  beautiful  epitaph, 
wherefore  I  lued  these  broken  letters ;  and  my  answer  was, 
because  tlie  maTVellous  teuncwork  ol  his  body  was  spoiled 
and  dead ;  and  the  reason  why  the  first  and  ta&t  rcmaJDcd 
entire  was,  that  the  first  should  symbolise  the  great  giit  God 
bad  glveo  him,  namely,  of  a  human  soul,  inflamed  with  hia 
dMally,  the  which  hath  never  broken,  while  the  second 
KpnMnted  the  utorioua  renown  of  his  bnve  actions.  Tlie 
tfaougbt  ftive  satijifaction,  and  sevcnil  penons  have  since 
availed  ibcmtelvcs  of  my  device.  Close  to  the  name  I  bad 
lbs  ooal  of  OS  Cellini  carx-cd  upon  the  stone,  altering  it  in 
■oaw  partkulan.  In  Kavcnna,  which  is  a  most  ancient  diy, 
Ibcrc  exist  Cellini  of  our  name  in  the  quality  of  very  lionour- 
aUe  Sentry,  who  bear  a  lion  ram[>ant  or  upon  a  field  of  azure, 
boUinB  a  lily  piles  in  his  dexter  paw.  with  a  label  in  chief 
and  three  little  hiics  or.'  These  are  the  true  arms  of  the 
CcDini.  My  father  showed  nw  a  shield  as  ocrs  which  had 
the  paw  only,  tocetber  with  the  other  bearings ;  but  I  should 
prefer  to  loltow  those  of  the  Cellini  of  Ravenna,  which  I  have 
lb  111111111  above.  Now  to  rotum  to  what  I  caused  to  be 
limn II <1  upon  my  btothcr'B  tomb :  it  was  the  lion'*  paw,  but 
bHiaad  of  a  lily,  I  made  the  lioo  bold  on  axe,  with  the  (ield  ol 
Iha  ecntdbeoD  quartered ;  and  I  put  the  aae  hi  tulcly  that  1 
Might  not  be  unmindful  to  revenue  him. 


LI 


I  wvnt  on  ipplying  myscll  with  Uic  utmost  diligeoca  upOB 
the  told-worit  for  l*ope  Clement's  tKittotu  He  was  very 
Mger  to  have  it,  and  used  to  send  for  rac  two  nr  three  Untca 
■  week,  in  order  to  inspect  it ;  and  his  dchght  in  the  work 
always  increased.  Often  would  he  rebuke  and  scold  me,  aa 
it  were,  for  the  great  grief  in  which  my  bratbcr's  lose  had 


1  IWbvt  OiMU  mmm  Wn  lu  ■<u-  ■■.«>>  cWaf  wimI  ■  UU  af  low 
prfMR,N4iWwiaksgU»-  II<  bM  i>ith«d  tiM  MM  tU  la  s  M&  <r  Mm 
hMhw  IMnn  Sn  LmUikM,  fik  io).  «m  alM  rUul.  ««L  (.  p.  sjj,  •>< 
nn,p.B. 
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plunged  me ;  and  one  day,  obseiA'infi  me  more  downcast  and 
out  of  trim  ttian  was  proper,  he  cried  aloud :  "  Benvenuto, 
oh  I  1  did  not  know  that  you  were  mad.  Have  j-ou  only  just 
learned  that  there  is  no  remedy  against  death  ?  One  would 
think  that  yon  were  trying  to  nm  after  him,"  When  I  left 
the  presence,  I  continued  working  at  the  jewel  and  the 
dies'  lor  the  Mint;  but  I  also  took  to  watching  the  arque- 
busier  who  shot  my  brother,  as  though  he  had  been  a  girl 
I  was  in  love  with.  The  man  had  formerly  been  in  the 
light  cavalry-,  but  afterwards  had  joined  the  anjuebusier* 
as  one  of  the  Bargcllo's  corporals ;  and  what  increased  my 
rage  was  that  he  had  used  these  boastful  words :  "  If  it  bad 
not  t>een  for  me,  who  killed  that  brave  young  man,  the  least 
trifle  of  delay  would  have  resulted  in  bis  putting  us  all  to 
lUght  with  great  disaster."  When  I  saw  that  the  fever 
caused  by  always  seeing  him  about  was  depriving  mc  of 
sleep  and  appetite,  and  was  bringing  me  by  degrees  to  sorry 
plight,  I  overcame  my  repugnance  to  so  low  and  not  quite 
praiseworthy  an  enterprise,  and  made  my  mind  up  one  even- 
ing (o  rid  myself  of  the  torment  The  fellow  lived  in  a  house 
near  a  place  called  Torre  Sanguigua,  next  door  to  the 
lodging  of  one  of  the  most  fashionable  courtesans  in  Rome, 
named  Signora  Antea.  It  had  just  struck  twenty-four,  and 
he  was  standing  at  the  house-door,  with  his  s^vord  in  hand, 
having  risen  from  supper.  With  great  address  1  stole  up 
to  biro,  holding  a  la^e  Pistojan  dagger,*  and  dealt  him  a 
back-handed  stroke,  with  which  I  meant  to  cut  his  head  clean 
off;  but  as  he  turned  round  very  suddenly,  the  blow  fell 
upon  the  point  of  bis  left  shoulder  and  broke  the  bone.  He 
sprang  up,  dropped  bis  sword,  half-stunned  with  the  great 
pain,  and  took  to  flight  1  followed  after,  and  in  four  steps 
caught  him  up,  when  I  lifted  my  dagger  above  his  head, 
which  he  was  holding  very  low,  and  hit  him  in  the  back 
exactly  at  the  juncture  of  the  nape-bone  and  the  neck.  The 
poniard  entered  this  point  so  deep  into  the  bone,  that,  though 
I  used  all  my  strength  to  ptiU  it  out,  I  was  not  able.  For 
just  at  that  moment  four  soldiers  with  drawn  swords  spnmg 
out  from  Antea'i  lodging,  and  obliged  mc  to  set  hand  to  my 
own  sword  to  defend  my  life.     Leaving  the  poniard  then,  I 

■  Frm.     I  hare  utolated  tbii  iK^Ttl  dia;  but  It  Kcma  to  neu)  kU  tb« 
eoioing  iatUsmeaU,  iiampi  ot  tttai  being  ih*  dkt  proper. 
*  Hv^fU  ful»kt* :  it  CBiD*  is  time  to  meui  ft  cutlan. 
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made  oR,  and  fearing  I  might  be  reajgnised,  took  rcluge  in 
the  palace  of  Duke  Alessandro,  which  waa  between  Fiazia 
Naffona  and  the  Rociin<l;i.>  On  my  arrival,  I  asked  to  see 
Ibe  Dnkc ;  who  told  me  that,  if  I  was  alone,  I  need  only 
keep  qiiict  and  have  no  further  anxiety,  ImiI  go  on  workinu 
at  the  jewel  which  the  Pope  h.>d  M-t  his  heart  on,  and  stay 
eijtht  (lays  Utdoora.  Ho  gave  Uiis  advfce  the  more  securely, 
bocBUH  the  soldiers  hud  now  arrived  who  itilemiptcd  the 
eonpletkxi  of  my  deed ;  they  held  the  daffger  in  tlieir  hand, 
and  were  relating  how  the  matter  happened,  and  the  great 
trouble  they  had  to  pull  the  weapon  from  the  neck  and 
he^d-lxine  of  the  man,  whose  name  they  did  not  know. 
Just  then  Giovan  Ilandini  came  up,  and  said  to  them:* 
"That  poniard  is  mine,  and  I  lent  it  to  Denvenulo,  who 
mu  beat  on  revenging  his  brother."  The  soldiers  were 
profnie  in  their  expressions  (A  rcKrct  at  having  intcntiptcd 
BC,  ■Ithougb  ray  vengeanee  had  been  amply  satisfied. 

More  thaa  eight  days  elapsed,  and  the  Pope  did  not  send 
lor  me  acooiding  to  his  custom.  Afterwards  he  tummoned 
me  throogh  hi*  chamlxrbin,  the  Bolugnese  nobleman  I  have 
already  mentioned,  who  let  me,  in  his  own  modest  manner, 
yiKJenUfld  thai  hi*  Holineu  knew  all,  but  waa  very  well 
faiclbied  toward  tne,  and  that  I  had  only  to  mind  my  work 
aod  keep  quiet  When  wc  reached  the  presence,  the  Pope 
oat  ao  menacing  a  glance  towards  me,  that  the  mere  look 
of  his  eyes  made  me  tremble.  Afterwaids,  upon  examining 
my  work,  hi*  countenance  cleared,  and  he  began  to  praise 
ne  beyond  measure,  saying  that  I  had  done  a  va«(  amount 
Id  a  short  time.  Then,  looking  me  straight  in  tlie  face,  he 
added :  "  Now  that  you  arc  cured,  Bcnvenuto,  take  heed 
bow  ]rou  Uve."  ■  I,  who  ooderstood  his  meaning,  promised 
thai  1  would  Immediately  upon  this,  I  opened  a  very  fitie 
shop  in  the  Banchi,  opposite  Raffaello,  and  there  I  hnished 
,  the  iewcl  aitci  the  lapse  o(  a  few  month*. 


■  tmitml  bMM  ■  dMivvUwd  Mm*  la  nomilM  tamU.     lis 


ItaW  AkMMi4ra  I*  i/Ktk*  ol  natli  lM|iwiiaM(  i  Ut\  ski 
Ob  MmMs  «l  Mt  MMM,  Dub*  CwliM,  In  H  MtbMCT  to 

b  MM  IkM  IM  l>J  thatNMrf>riwkMtlMhMj*«f 


<b  MmMssI  Mt  MMM,  Dub*  CwliM;ia  h  Mian  to  Chsfk*  V.  Is  lia 
b  MM  ikM  bt  l>J  thatNM^rWkMtlMhMJ*«fnU|M9in«trC 

«%U  afciK*  Iw  iKiKd  AAcm  mrt  Is  *  Jusjio^.     Sm  VinAl  tad  Sspt  J 

•  T1*  Mt  IW  Afw^  Unt  la  CrtIM  thM  h«  wu  wwtn  ot  Um  mnkt  to 
bidjMaa«nhia>L  . 


\ 


V 


X\ 


'OiJ 


M4 


LIFE  OF  BEN\'ENUTO  CELLINI 


LII 

Tlie  Pop«  had  sent  mc  all  tliose  precious  sbmes,  «9Bcept 
the  diamond,  uhicti  was  pawned  to  certain  Genoese  backer* 
for  some  pressing  need  he  liad  of  money.  The  reat  were 
in  my  custody,  together  with  a  model  of  Uie  diamond.  I 
bad  five  excellent  journeymen,  and  in  addition  to  the  great 
piece,  1  was  engaged  on  several  jobs;  so  that  my  sliop  con- 
tained property  of  much  value  in  jewels,  gcnis,  and  gold 
and  silver.  I  kept  a  shaggy  dog,  very  big  and  handsome, 
which  Duke  Alessandro  gave  me ;  the  beast  was  capital 
as  a  retriever,  since  he  brought  me  ever>'  sort  of  birds 
and  game  I  sliot,  but  he  also  served  most  admirably  (or 
a  watchdog,  it  happened,  as  was  natural  at  the  age  of 
Iwenty-nine,  that  I  had  taken  into  my  service  a  girl  of 
great  beauty  and  grace,  whom  I  used  as  a  model  in  my 
art,  and  who  was  also  complaisant  o{  her  personal  favours 
to  me.  Such  being  the  case,  I  occupied  an  apartment  far 
away  from  nty  workmen's  rooms,  as  well  as  from  tlie  sliop ; 
and  this  communicated  by  a  Uttle  dark  passage  witti  the 
maid's  bedroom.  1  used  frequently  to  pass  the  night  with 
her  :  and  though  I  sleep  as  lightly  as  ever  yet  did  man  upon 
this  earth,  yet,  after  indulgence  in  sexual  pleasure,  my  slumber 
is  sometimes  very  deep  and  heavy. 

So  it  chanced  one  night :  for  I  must  say  that  a  thief,  under 
the  pretext  of  being  a  goldsmith,  had  spied  on  me, and  cast  his 
eyes  upon  the  precious  stones,  and  made  a  plan  to  steal  ttiem. 
Well,  then,  this  fellow  broke  into  tlie  stiop,  where  he  found  a 
quantity  of  little  tilings  in  gold  and  silver.  He  was  engaged 
in  bursting  open  certain  boxes  to  gel  at  the  jewels  he  had 
noticed,  when  my  dog  jumped  upon  him,  and  put  him  to 
much  trouble  to  defend  himself  with  his  sword.  The  dog, 
unable  to  grapple  with  an  armed  man.  ran  several  times 
through  the  house,  and  ruslied  into  the  rooms  of  the  journey- 
men, which  had  been  left  open  because  of  the  great  heat. 
When  he  found  they  paid  no  heed  to  his  loud  barking,  he 
dragged  their  bed-clothes  ofif;  and  when  they  still  beard 
nothing,  he  pulled  first  one  and  then  another  by  the  arm  till  he 
roused  them,  and,  barking  furiously,  ran  before  to  show  them 
Where  he  wanted  them  to  go.  At  last  it  became  clear  that 
they  refused  to  follow ;  for  tlie  traitors,  cross  at  being  dis- 
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tujtxd.  threw  >tone>  and  sticks  at  him :  and  thitt  they  could 
well  do,  (or  I  hid  ordered  them  to  keep  all  night  a  lautp 
aliftbl  there ;  and  in  the  end  ilicy  shut  tlietr  rooms  tight ;  so 
tbc  dog,  abondotiing  all  hope  of  aid  from  such  rascals,  set 
out  alone  .iitAin  on  hit  advctiliiie.  He  ran  down,  and  not 
fiodiiig  Uie  lliief  in  the  ^lop.  Hew  after  him.  When  he  got 
at  him,  he  tore  l)ic  cape  oB  hit  back.  It  wmild  have  gone 
bard  with  the  fellow  had  he  not  called  for  help  to  certain 
tailors,  praj-intf  tliein  for  God's  sake  to  save  him  trom  a  mad 
dog ;  and  they,  believing  what  he  said,  jumped  out  and 
drove  the  dog  oil  with  much  trouble. 

Alter  sunrise  my  workmen  went  into  tbc  shop,  and  saw 
thai  it  had  been  broken  open  and  all  the  boxes  smashed. 
They  began  to  acream  at  the  top  of  tlicir  voicea:  "Ab,  woe 
la  mc  I  Ah,  woe  It  me  I "  The  clamour  woke  me,  and  I 
nuhcd  not  in  a  panic  Appearing  thus  before  them,  tl>cy 
cried  out :  **  Alaa  to  m !  for  we  huve  been  robbed  by  aone 
oiw,  who  hat  broken  and  l>onic  everything  away  I"  These 
worda  wrouglit  w  forcibly  upon  my  mind  that  I  dared  not 
go  lo  my  l>ig  cheat  and  look  if  it  still  held  the  jewels  ot  tlie 
Pope.  So  IntcnK  was  the  anxiety,  that  1  seemed  to  low  my 
•yvaigbt,  and  told  Ihcm  they  themtelves  mutt  unlock  the 
cheat,  and  see  bow  many  of  the  Hope's  genu  were  nilsaing. 
The  fellows  were  alt  oi  them  in  their  shirts;  and  when,  on 
opening  Itio  chc*t,  they  aaw  Uie  predoui  stones  und  my  wt>rk 
wUll  them.  Ihey  took  heart  of  joy  and  sltouled  :  "There  is  »o 
harm  done ;  your  piece  and  all  the  ■tones  are  here ;  but  the 
thicj  has  left  us  naked  to  the  slitrt,  because  last  night,  by 
reuoQ  ot  tl»e  burning  heal,  we  took  our  clothes  ofi  in  the  shop 
■od  left  Ifacm  here."  Recovering  my  senses,  I  thanked  God, 
and  taidi  "Uo  and  get  jniiirsclvcs  new  stiila  of  clolbca; 
1  will  pay  when  I  hear  at  leisure  how  the  whole  thing  hap- 
pened." What  caused  me  Die  roost  pain,  and  made  me 
lose  my  scnaca,  and  take  fnght — so  contrary  to  my  md 
nature — WM  the  dread  lest  pcradventure  (oik  slioold  faniry 
1  bad  tnunped  a  story  nf  the  rabl>rr  up  In  steal  the  jewels. 
It  bad  already  been  said  to  Pope  Clement  by  one  of  his  noat 
InMtad  servants,  and  by  other*,  tliat  is,  by  Fnnoeaco  del 
Nera.  Zana  de*  Biliotti  his  aoootmtant,  the  Bisht^  of  Vaaooa, 
•nd  aevcral  such  men : '  "  Why,  moit  blessed   Father,  do 

•  fNlkM|Mpk,naa  mc*  Ik*  ■UnorVMMu.  Hi  vm  GtrokM 
ttUa  ■  Ukmim.  •  Mtn  a«  VkMH,  ifct  soaUtaiUl  h"»  •mI  toafMot  ol 


lo6 


LIFE  OF  BENVENUTO  CELLINI 


you  ooDlide  gems  of  that  vast  value  to  a  yoong  fellow,  who 
is  all  fire,  more  passionate  for  arms  than  tor  his  art,  and  not 
yet  thirty  years  of  age?"  Tl\e  Pope  asked  in  answer  if 
any  one  of  them  knew  that  I  had  done  aught  to  justify  such 
suspicions.  Whereto  Francesco  del  Nero,  his  treasurer, 
replied :>  "No,  most  blessed  Father,  because  he  has  not  as 
yet  had  an  opportunity."  Whereto  the  Pope  rejoined :  "  I 
regard  him  as  a  thoroughly  honest  man ;  and  if  1  saw  with 
my  own  eyes  some  crime  he  had  committed,  I  should  not 
believe  it"  This  was  the  man  who'  caused  me  the  greatest 
torment,  and  who  suddenly  came  up  before  my  mind. 

After  telling  the  young  men  to  provide  themselves  with 
fresh  clothes,  I  took  my  piece,  together  with  the  gems,  setting 
them  as  well  as  I  could  in  their  proper  places,  and  went  off 
at  once  with  them  to  the  Pope.  Franccs«i  del  Nero  bad 
already  told  him  something  of  the  trouble  in  my  shop,  and 
had  put  suspicions  in  his  head.  So  then,  taking  the  tiling 
rather  ill  Uiaii  otherwise,  he  shot  a  furious  ghince  upon  me, 
and  cried  haughtily:  "WTiat  have  you  come  to  do  here? 
What  is  up  7 "  "  Here  are  all  your  precious  stones,  and  not 
one  of  tbcm  is  missang,"  At  this  the  Pope's  face  clearedi 
and  he  said:  "So  then,  you're  welcome."  I  showed  him 
the  piece,  and  while  he  was  inspecting  it,  I  related  to  him 
the  whole  stQr>'  of  the  thief  and  of  my  agony,  and  what  had 
been  my  greatest  trouble  in  the  matter.  During  this  si>cech, 
be  oftentimes  turned  round  to  look  mc  sharply  in  the  eyes  : 
and  FrancescodetNerobcingalsoin  the  presence,  this  seemed 
to  make  him  half  sorry  that  he  bad  not  guessed  the  truth. 
At  last,  breaJdiig  into  laughter  at  the  long  tale  I  was  telling, 
he  sent  me  off  with  these  words  :  "Go,  and  take  heed  to  be 
an  honest  man,  as  indeed  I  know  that  you  are." 

Qcment  VII.,  «l>o  obUined  ihe  Ste  of  Vubc«  fa  the  oovntjr  of  ATij^oD  is 
■513.  ind  died  U  Ram«  jo  1533.  Bit  nicccnoi  in  th«  bUiopric  oai  ToM- 
maio  CoctCTi,  the  D»Uit.  mcoiioned  abon. 

'  VkMfai  ^ict  1  >c<T  ugly  Bcoouni  of  this  min,  FriDtrtci)  dd  Nero,  who 
wu  nLcknameii  ihe  Cri  dtl  Pimdigiu,  in  hii  HUloiy  oJ  Flotrnce.  book  iii. 
"Id  Um  irhole  ciij  of  Floicnoc  itcce  never  wu  bom.  in  my  belief.  ■  man  of 
neb  frreligiion  or  of  tuch  Kii'lid  iruicc"    Ciovio  confiimi  Ibe  lUilement. 

*  Qmit*  ft  ftuli*  tit.    Thi*  luy  b«  nculct:    7'Au  um  tie  tirxKMilMtet 
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I  went  on  working  assiduously  at  the  botton,  and  at  the 
Mine  lime  laboured  for  the  Mint,  when  certain  [neces  of 
false  money  got  abroad  in  Rome,  stamped  with  my  own  dies. 
They  were  broat{ht  at  once  to  the  Pope,  who,  hearing  things 
■Ipdittt  me,  nid  to  Gtacopo  Balducd,  the  Master  of  the  Mint, 
"Take  every  mean*  in  your  power  to  find  the  crimiivul ;  for 
we  arc  cure  thut  Bcnvenuto  is  an  hnncit  (ell«w."  Ttal  traitor 
nt  t  mjutcr,  beint;  in  fact  my  enemy,  rephcd  :  "  Would  God, 
moU  bIcMed  Father,  that  it  may  turn  out  as  you  say  ;  for  we 
have  some  proola  against  htm."  Upon  this  the  Pope  turned 
to  Ibe  Governor  of  Rome,  and  bade  him  see  he  found  the 
malefsclor.  During  those  days  the  Pope  sent  for  me, 
•od  leading  cautiously  in  conversation  to  the  topic  of  the 
coins,  aslced  me  at  the  fitting  moment :  "  Benvenuto,  should 
you  ture  the  heart  to  coin  false  money  i "  To  this  1  replied 
thai  I  thought  I  could  do  so  better  than  all  the  rascals  who  gave 
tfaetr  minds  to  such  vile  work  ;  for  fellows  who  practise  lewd 
mdes  of  that  sort  are  not  capgible  of  earning  money,  nor  are 
ther  IBM  uf  much  ainlity.  I,  oti  the  contrary,  with  my  poor 
wits  could  R4in  enough  to  keep  me  comforlably ;  for  when 
1  set  die*  fut  the  Mint,  each  morning  before  dinner  I  put  at 
tent  three  crowns  into  my  pocket :  this  was  the  customary 
payment  for  the  dies,  and  Uie  Master  of  the  Mint  twre  ma 
a  Srudge,  because  he  would  have  Ukcd  to  have  them  cheaper ; 
•n  then,  what  I  earned  with  God't  grace  and  the  world's, 
mlEced  tnc.  and  by  coining  false  money  I  should  not  have 
made  tn  miich.  The  Pope  very  well  pciccived  my  drift ;  and 
whereas  be  had  foimerly  given  orders  that  they  should  see 
I  did  not  lly  from  Rome,  he  now  told  ihcm  to  look  well  about 
and  have  no  heed  of  me,  seeing  he  was  ill-disposed  to  anger 
ne,  and  In  this  vray  run  tlie  risk  of  loalnft  me.  The  oOldali 
wbo  racdved  tlioc  ordor*  were  certain  dcrka  of  the  Camera, 
who  made  the  proper  laarch,  ai  was  tlicir  duty,  and  soon 
found  the  rogue  He  waa  a  Mamper  in  the  lervice  of 
Ihe  Hint,  named  Ctmn  Macberone^  and  a  Roman  dtixcn. 
Togetber  with  this  man  tbey  detected  a  mctal-foundcr  of 
Iba  Mint* 


■  na««>4lBCalltatH*Mta<»««i 
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On  that  very  day,  as  I  was  passing  tliroogh  the  Piazza 
Kavona,  and  had  my  tine  retriever  unth  me,  just  when  we 
came  opposite  the  gate  of  the  Bargello,  my  dog  ftew  barking 
loudly  titside  the  door  upon  a  youth,  who  had  been  arrested 
at  the  suit  oi  a  man  called  Donnino  (a  t^oldsmitli  from  Parma, 
and  a  fonner  pupil  o(  Caradosso).  on  the  charge  of  having 
robbed  him.  Tlie  dog  strove  so  violently  to  tear  the  fcUow 
to  pieces,  that  the  constables  were  moved  to  pity.  It  so 
happened  that  he  was  pleading  bis  own  cause  with  boldness, 
and  Donnino  had  not  evidence  enough  to  support  the  accu> 
sation  ;  and  what  was  more,  one  of  the  corporals  of  the  guard 
a  Genoese,  was  a  friend  of  the  young  man's  father.  The 
apshot  was  that,  what  with  the  dog  and  with  those  other  cir- 
cumstances, they  were  on  the  point  of  releasing  their  prisoner. 
Wtien  I  came  up,  the  dog  had  lost  all  fear  of  sword  or  staves, 
and  was  flying  once  more  at  the  young  man  ;  so  they  told  me 
if  I  did  not  call  the  brute  off  tliey  would  kill  him.  I  held 
him  Iwclt  as  well  as  I  was  able  ;  but  just  then  the  fellow. 
In  the  act  of  readjusting  his  cape,  let  fall  sonje  paper  packets 
from  the  hood,  which  Donnino  recognised  as  his  property. 
1  too  recognised  a  little  ring  :  whereupon  I  called  out :  "  Tills 
is  the  thief  who  broke  into  my  shop  and  robbed  it ;  and  there- 
fore my  dog  knows  him  ;  *'  then  I  loosed  the  dog,  who  flew 
ag^n  upon  the  robber.  On  this  the  fellow  craved  for  mercy, 
pnxtnising  to  give  back  whatever  he  possessed  of  mine. 
When  I  had  secured  the  dog,  he  proccedt-d  to  restore  the 
gold  and  silver  and  the  rings  which  he  had  stolen  from  me. 
and  twcnty>fivc  crowns  in  addition.  Then  he  cried  once 
more  to  me  for  pity.  I  told  him  to  make  his  peace  with  God, 
for  I  should  do  him  neither  good  nor  evil.  So  I  returned 
to  my  business :  and  a  few  days  afterwards,  Ccsare  Mache- 
rone,  the  false  coiner,  was  hanged  in  the  Banchi  opposite 
the  Mint ;  his  accomplice  was  sent  to  the  galleys ;  the 
Genoese  thief  was  hanged  in  the  Campo  di  Ptore,  while  I 
remained  in  better  repute  as  an  honest  man  than  1  had 
enjoyed  before. 
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When  I  had  nearly  finished  my  jiicec,  iherc  happened 
Uut  terrible  ioundation  which  floodetl  the  whole  of  Rome.* 
I  waited  to  see  what  would  happen  ;  the  &.\y  was  wc!l-ni]ch 
•pent,  for  the  clodcs  struck  twenty-two.  and  the  water  went 
oa  riiinjt  formidably.  Kow  the  front  o(  my  house  and  shop 
bced  the  Banchi,  but  the  back  was  several  yards  higher, 
because  it  turned  toward  Monte  Giordano ;  accordinety, 
belliinking  mc  hist  of  my  own  safety  and  in  the  next  place 
of  my  honour,  I  filled  my  pockets  with  the  jewels,  and  gave 
the  sold-picce  into  the  custody  of  my  workmen,  and  then 
dCKCDded  barefoot  from  the  t>ack- windows,  and  waded  as 
wcO  u  I  cnuld  until  I  reached  Monte  Cax-allo.  There  I 
touitht  out  McMer  Gioviitmi  Gaddi,  clerk  of  tlie  Camera,  and 
Bastiano  Vencziano,  the  painter.  To  the  former  I  confided 
the  precioui  itoaes,  to  keep  in  safely :  he  had  the  same 
rcftard  for  me  as  though  I  had  been  his  brother.  A  few 
diys  btcr,  when  the  rage  of  the  river  was  sj^nt,  I  returned 
to  my  workshop,  and  finished  the  piece  with  such  good 
fortune,  through  God's  grace  and  my  own  great  industry, 
thai  it  was  held  to  be  the  finest  masterpiece  which  liad  t>een 
ever  seen  in  Rome.' 

Vihea  then  I  took  it  to  the  Pope,  he  was  insaliabte  in  praising 
mc,  and  said  :  "  Were  I  but  u  wealthy  emperor,  I  would  give 
my  Bcnvenutu  as  much  land  a«  hi«  eyes  could  survey ;  yet 
bdag  nowada>-«  but  needy  bankrupt  potentates,  we  will  at  any 
rale  pvc  him  bread  enough  to  kalisfy  his  modest  wishca."  I 
tel  the  f^pe  run  on  to  the  end  of  his  rhodoraontade.*  and  then 
asked  him  for  a  macc-bearer's  place  which  happened  lo  be 
vKaaL  He  repUed  that  he  would  tpwit  me  •omclhing  of  far 
jpcater  conaeqnencc.  I  l>rg}ie<l  his  H<>hne«s  to  bestow  this 
bttte thins  OB  i&e  meanwhile  l>y  uayof  camcsL  He  Iwgan  to 
laugh,  and  nid  he  was  willing,  but  that  he  did  not  wish  me 
to  Krve,  and  that  I  must  nuke  some  amngemenl  with  the 
other  nace-licaren  to  t>c  cxerojitcd.     He  would  allow  ihem 


TUHMk  pIsR  M  Dm  M  sMd  9di  Ombw  I  c]^ 
"*  This  ksMOS  —iiirflw  wi*  pMw»rf  Is  ihs^srtto  «l  S.  AanI* 
Chi  rspsi  OoTCfMMOl  of  RoMk    It  ass  Irastfri  ast  m  CMHiii. 
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fiuough  me  a  certain  favour,  for  wbich  they  had  alrca^ 
petitiooed,  namely,  the  right  of  recovering  their  fees  at  Ltw. 
This  was  accordingly  done :  and  that   mace-bearer's  office 
brouj{fat  me  in  little  less  than  ioq  crowns  a  ycar.> 


LVl 

I  continti«d  to  work  for  the  Pope,  executing  now  one  tritlc 
and  DOW  another,  when  he  commissioned  m«  to  design  a 
chalice  of  exceeding  richness.  Sn  I  made  both  drawing  and 
model  for  the  piece.  The  latter  was  constructed  of  wood  and 
wax.  Instead  of  the  ustLil  top,  I  fashioned  three  figures  of 
a  fair  size  in  tlie  round ;  they  represented  Faith,  Hope,  and 
Charity.  Corresponding  to  these,  at  the  base  of  the  cup,  were 
three  circular  histories  in  t>aS'rclicf.  One  was  the  Nativity  ol 
Christ,  the  second  the  Resurrection,  and  the  third  S.  Peter 
crucified  head  downwards ;  for  thus  I  had  received  com- 
mission. Wtiile  I  had  this  work  in  hand,  the  Pope  was  often 
pleased  to  look  at  it ;  wherefore,  observing  that  his  Holiness 
had  never  thought  again  of  giving  me  anything,  and  knowing 
that  a  post  in  the  Piombo  was  vacant,  I  asked  for  this  one 
evening.  The  good  Pope,  quite  oblivious  of  his  extravagances 
at  the  termination  of  the  last  piece,  said  to  me  :  "That  post  in 
the  Piomtx)  is  worth  more  than  &x)  crowns  a  year,  so  that  if  I 
gave  it  you,  yea  would  spend  your  time  in  scratching  your 
paunch,*  and  your  magnificent  handicraft  would  be  lost,  and  t 
should  bear  the  blame."  I  replied  at  once  as  thus  :  "  Cats  of  a 
good  breed  mou.te  better  when  the>*aTe  fat  than  starving ;  and 
Ukewise  hone&t  men  who  possess  some  talent,  exercise  it  to 
far  nobler  purport  when  they  have  the  wherewithal  to  live 
abundantly ;  wherefore  princes  who  provide  such  folk  with 
competences,  let  your  Holiness  take  notice,  are  watering  the 
roots  of  genius ;  for  genius  and  talent,  at  their  birth,  come  into 
this  world  lean  and  scabby ;  and  your  Holiness  should  also 
know  tliat  1  never  asked  (or  the  plac«  vnth  the  hope  of  getting 
it    Only  too  happy  I  to  have  that  miserable  post  of  mace- 

>  CeHlid  recdTcd  lUi  pott  unoog  tb«  Uuii«ri  (wbo  wilked  Kke  beadla 
beloK  ibe  Pop«)  00  Apnl  14.  1531.  H«  r«si£n«d  it  ia  bioor  of  rietro  Cor> 
Buo  «f  V«n!c«  In  153;. 

*  CtaUart  U  <frf»,  vbich  1  ban  tnn^ud  ktoUK  jnmr  frntnth,  !■ 
tovivalenl  t»  Mrr,'  yrnr  rknmti. 
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bewvr.  On  the  other  I  built  but  castles  in  th«  air.  Youi 
Holiaen  will  do  wcU.  «iace  you  do  not  care  to  Kive  ft  me,  to 
bostow  it  an  z  man  of  talent  who  deserves  it.  and  not  u)H>n 
■oaw  (at  iKnorainu*  who  will  spend  his  time  *cratchinf[  hi) 
paunch,  if  I  m;iy  ijuote  your  Holiness's  own  worda.  Follow 
the  Gxan]|>le  oi  Pope  GiuUo's  illustrious  mcmocy.  who  con- 
ferred an  olTicc  of  the  &ainc  kind  upon  Bramante,  that  most 
admirable  aichitcct" 

Immediately  on  linisliing  this  speech,  I  made  my  bow,  and 
went  00  in  a  fury.  Then  BastiMO  VcDcawto  the  painter 
■pproocbed,  and  said:  "Most  bloMed  Father,  may  )-our 
HoUness  be  witUng  to  Kr.ml  it  (o  one  who  works  anidtiously 
ia  the  exercise  of  some  talent ;  and  as  your  Holiness  knows 
that  1  am  diUfCcnt  in  tny  art,  I  beg  tliat  I  may  be  tJioii){ht 
worthy  of  iL"  The  Fope  replied:  "That  devil  llcnvenuto 
wiU  not  brook  rebuke.  I  was  inclined  to  give  it  him,  but  it  is 
oot  right  to  be  90  haughty  with  a  Pope.  Therefore  1  do  not 
well  know  what  1  am  to  do."  The  Bishop  of  Vaaona  tlieti 
came  up.  and  put  in  a  word  for  Bastiano,  saying :  "  Most 
bicned  Katticr.  Benveouto  ia  but  young ;  and  a  sword  be- 
comes liim  belter  tlian  a  friar's  frock.  Let  your  Hr>line*s  give 
the  place  to  this  ingenious  per^jo  Bastiano.  Some  lime  or 
other  you  will  be  able  to  bestow  on  Benvcnuto  a  good  thine 
pTT*'*r*  more  anitable  to  him  than  this  would  be."  Then 
tha  Pope,  tonting  to  Mc&scr  Baiiolommco  V'aJori,  told  him  : 
"Whan  next  yoo  meet  Benvcnuto.  let  him  Icnnw  from  ne  Uial 
It  was  he  who  got  that  office  in  tlie  Piombo  for  Bastiano  Uic 
painter,  and  add  that  he  may  reckon  oa  obtaining  the  next 
eoosiderable  place  that  (alia ;  meanwhile  let  him  look  to  his 
babarionr,  and  finish  my  commissions."  > 

Tbe  following  evening,  two  hours  after  tondown,  I  met 
Uesaer  Bartolommeo  Vatoh'  at  th«  oonier  of  the  Mint;  he 
was  preceded  by  two  torches,  and  was  going  in  baste  lo  (he 


>  Ita  aaM  gT  ilw  rknita  in  Komi  ww  s  bwwi  in  •hkh  tedM  Mh 
«•■  iffWitiil  M  IWk  Md  iMMraoMott  of  Uu.  li  tvoMinad  lot  •  lo^  tim* 
InihsMadsofUwCbUickMi  bai  k  SMd  sIm  to  ba  amiaimi  oa  hqMn, 
mmmm  wbea  ■«•  IIummw  snd  Ssbaidua  iM  l^oaboi.  WhM  ika  lUMi 
*m»i<  a.  b«  MMlKSnl  U)  M  Md  n««  VamtU  m  la   "mmIcMw  hb 

•  BuwtMWM  or  BMdi>  ValorL  ■  <l«*cud  •Aonu  of  lb*  Madid,  pkyvd 
•■  inaonuri  put  (a  FlMtMiae  hlMon.  H>  *■■  CWaMl^  CMinMry  u 
ttorAMacrfr>ni««<)iuin|th«4cf«.  AlWfwwila,  Iwttnt  WmiV  il 
teteswlce^te  WiMdruinwSaaMllBUtoppadtlae  lo  ite  Hi 
Mb,  Md  nt  bdiMdad  la  I  j)7,  tafiihw  whh  Ms  NS  sad  a  saphsw. 
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Pope,  who  had  sent  for  hiin.  On  my  taking  off  my  hat.  he 
stopped  and  called  mc,  and  r«port«l  in  the  most  friendly 
manner  all  the  messages  the  Pope  h.id  sent  me.  I  replied 
that  1  should  complete  my  work  with  greater  diligence  and 
apphcation  than  any  I  had  yet  attempted,  but  unthout  the 
Ica&t  hope  of  having  any  reward  whatever  from  tlic  Pope. 
Mcsser  Barlolommco  reproved  me,  saying  that  this  was  not 
tlic  way  in  which  one  ought  to  reply  to  the  advances  of  a 
Pope.  I  answered  tliat  I  should  be  mad  to  reply  otherwise 
— ma<l  if  t  based  my  hopes  on  such  promises,  being  certain 
to  get  notliing.    So  I  departed,  and  went  off  to  my  business. 

Messer  Baitoloromeo  roust  have  reported  my  audacious 
speeches  to  the  Pope,  and  more  perhaps  than  I  had  really 
said ;  for  his  Holiness  waited  above  two  months  before  he 
sent  to  me,  and  during  that  while  nothing  would  have  in- 
duced me  to  go  uncalled  for  to  the  palace.  Yet  he  was 
dying  with  impatience  to  see  the  chalice,  and  commissioned 
Mcsser  Ruberto  I>ucci  to  give  heed  to  what  I  was  about.* 
lliat  right  worthy  fellow  came  daily  to  visit  me,  and  alw3>'S 
gave  me  some  kindly  word,  which  I  returned.  Ilic  time  was 
drawing  nigh  now  for  tlie  Pope  to  travel  toward  Bologna;* 
so  at  last,  perceiving  Uiat  I  did  not  mean  to  came  to  him, 
he  nude  Messer  Rubcrto  bid  me  bring  my  work,  tliat  he 
mig^it  see  how  I  was  getting  on.  Accordingly,  1  took  it ; 
And  having  shown,  as  the  piece  itself  proved,  that  the  most 
imiKirtant  part  was  finished,  I  begged  him  to  advance  me 
five  hundred  crowns,  partly  on  account,  and  partly  l^causc 
I  wanted  gold  to  complete  the  chalice.  The  Pope  said; 
"Go  on,  go  on  at  work  till  it  is  finished."  1  answered,  as 
I  took  my  leave,  that  I  would  finish  it  if  he  paid  me  the 
money.    And  so  I  went  away. 


LVH 

When  the  Pope  took  his  journey  to  Bologna,  he  left 
Cardinal  Salviati  as  Legate  ol  Rome,  and  gave  him  com- 

>  RiVbmo  Pocci  Wki  Mother  at  the  devoted  Hcdlocu  pftrtinni  who  re- 
maiotd  tiuo  to  his  ooloun.  He  lat  uncaf  lfa«  foftf-iigbl  Moalon  of  Alca' 
undro,  ukI  wU  no/ie  a  Cudlnal  by  Pxt,}  llL  in  tS34. 

*  On  Nav«(abcr  IS,  isji,  Qcmant  went  lo  meet  Clutka  V.  ei  Bola(na. 
wbcie^  ID  1S39>  b«  baii  alicady  {iveD  Ilia  Ibc  ImpemI  Cfovtk. 
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forward,  adding: 
"  BcDTCDirto  is  a  fellow  wtio  esteems  bis  own  great  t;ilcntt 
but  sliglitly, and  us  less;  took  to  it  tlien  that  you  keep  tiim 
tUways  goiiiSi  so  ttut  I  may  find  the  chalice  finished  on  tny 
return." 

That  beast  of  a  Cardinal  sent  for  me  after  ei^ht  day*, 
biddbg  me  bring  the  piece  up.  On  this  I  went  to  him 
wMiout  the  piece.  No  sooner  had  I  shown  my  face,  than 
be  called  out:  "Wliere  is  that  onion-stew  of  yours  ?■  Have 
yoo  got  It  ready  ? "  I  answered :  "  O  most  reverend  Moti- 
tjgttnr,  1  have  not  got  my  onion-stcw  ready,  nor  shall  I  make 
it  ready,  unless  you  give  me  onions  to  concoct  it  with."  At 
these  words,  ihc  Cnrdina],  who  looked  more  like  a  donkey 
than  a  man,  turned  uglier  b>'  half  than  he  was  tulurally ; 
and  wanting  at  onoo  to  cut  the  m.'itter  shnrt,  cried  out :  "  I'll 
«cnd  you  In  a  galley,  and  Dien  perhaps  you'll  have  the  tfrace  * 
to  go  on  with  your  labour."  The  bestial  manners  of  the 
man  made  me  a  beast  too ;  and  I  letorled :  "  Mon&ignor, 
send  me  to  the  g;Uleys  when  I've  done  deeds  wonhy  of 
ttwn ;  tMl  for  my  present  laches,  I  siup  my  fingers  at  your 
galleys :  and  what  is  more.  1  tell  you  Uiat.  just  tjcctim  of 
you,  I  will  not  set  hand  further  to  my  piece.  Don't  send 
for  me  ajfain,  for  I  won't  appear,  no,  not  if  you  summon  me 
by  the  police." 

After  this,  the  good  Cardinal  tried  teveral  times  to  let  me 
know  lliat  i  cmglil  to  go  on  workinA,  and  to  bring  him  what  I 
waa  doing  tii  look  at  I  only  told  his  mcaaengen :  "  Say  to 
Moasfgnor  tliat  be  must  send  me  ootOBa,  If  be  wants  ms  to 
gel  my  stew  nadv."  Nor  gave  I  mwr  any  other  answer ;  so 
that  be  threw  up  the  ooranWoa  In  dcs|Ndr. 


LVIII 

Tbe  Pope  came  Inck  fran  Bologna,  and  sent  at  once  for 
me,  because  the  Cardinal  had  written  the  wunl  he  could  of 
my  nSwin  In  lib  dcs[Mdches.  He  was  In  the  h<rttcst  rage 
imagituUile,  and  bade  me  come  upixi  the  instant  with  my 
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jrfece.  I  obc>'cd.  Now,  while  the  Pope  was  stuying  at 
Bcdogna,  I  had  suffered  from  an  attack  of  ioHainmatioa  in  the 
«yes,  so  painful  that  I  scarce  could  go  on  living  for  the 
tomicnt ;  and  this  was  the  chief  reason  why  I  had  not  carried 
out  my  work.  The  troiilile  was  so  serious  that  I  expected 
for  certain  to  l>e  left  without  my  eyesight ;  and  I  had  reckoned 
up  the  sum  on  whicli  1  could  subsist,  if  I  were  blind  for  life. 
Upon  the  way  to  the  Pope,  I  turned  over  in  my  mind  what 
I  stiould  put  forward  to  excuse  myself  for  not  having  been 
able  to  advance  his  work.  1  thought  that  while  be  was 
inspecting  the  chalice,  1  might  tell  him  of  my  personal  em- 
barrassments. However.  I  was  unable  to  do  so ;  for  when 
I  arrived  in  the  presence,  he  broke  out  coarsely  at  me : 
"Come  here  with  your  work;  is  it  finiithed?"  1  displayed 
it ;  and  his  temper  rising,  he  exclaimed  :  "  In  God's  tnith  1 
tell  thee,  thou  that  makest  it  tliy  business  to  hold  do  man  in 
regard,  that,  were  it  not  for  decency  and  order,  1  would  have 
tbee  chucked  together  with  thy  work  there  out  of  windo«-s." 
AoconJingly,  when  I  perceived  that  the  Pope  had  become  no 
better  tlian  a  vicious  beast,  my  chief  anxiety  was  how  1  could 
oianase  to  withdraw  from  his  presence.  So,  while  he  went 
on  buUying,  I  tucked  the  piece  beneath  my  cape,  and 
muttered  under  my  breath:  "The  whole  world  could  not 
compel  a  bhnd  man  to  execute  such  tilings  as  these." 
Raising  his  voice  still  higher,  the  Pope  shouted :  "  Come 
here  ;  what  say'st  thou  ?  "  1  stayed  in  two  minds,  whether 
or  not  to  dash  at  full  speed  down  the  staircase ;  then  I  took 
my  decision  and  threw  n))-self  upon  my  knees,  shouting  as 
loudly  as  I  could,  for  he  too  had  not  ceased  from  shouting ; 
"  If  an  infirmity  lias  blinded  me,  am  I  bound  to  go  on 
working  ?  "  He  retorted  :  "  You  saw  well  enough  to  make 
your  way  hither,  and  I  don't  believe  one  word  of  what  you 
say."  I  answered,  for  I  noticed  he  had  dropped  his  voice  a 
little :  "  Let  your  Moliness  inquire  of  your  physician,  and  you 
will  find  the  truth  out"  He  said :  "  So  ho  I  softly ;  at  leisure 
we  shall  hear  if  what  you  say  is  so."  Then,  perceiving  that 
he  was  willing  to  give  me  hearing,  I  added  :  "  I  am  convinced 
that  the  only  cause  of  this  great  trouble  which  has  hapi^encd 
to  me  is  Cardinal  Salviati ;  for  he  sent  to  ntc  immediately 
after  your  Holincss's  departure,  and  when  I  presented  myself, 
he  oUled  my  work  a  stew  of  onions,  and  told  me  be  would 
Mod  me  to  complete  it  in  a  galley ;  and  such  was  the  efifect 
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«poa  iPE  of  bis  knavish  words.  Uut  ia  my  piMioo  I  felt  my 
taee  in  tUme,  and  to  intolerable  a  beat  attacked  my  eye*  tb^t 
1  could  not  find  my  own  way  home.  Two  <l^y%  alterwrarda, 
catancts  fell  on  butb  my  cyo ;  I  quite  tost  my  sight,  and  after 
jKMir  Holinew's  departure  I  have  been  unable  to  work  at  all." 

Riling  from  my  knees,  I  left  the  prcKoce  without  further 
bcenic  It  was  afterwards  reported  to  me  that  the  Pope  had 
said :  "One  can  give  commissions,  but  not  tlie  pnidcnoe  to 
perform  tliem.  I  did  not  tell  the  Cardinal  tu  go  so  bnitxilj 
sbonl  tilts  buaiims.'  If  it  is  true  that  he  is  siilfering  Erocn 
his  eyes,  of  which  1  shall  gel  information  tlirough  my  doctor, 
ODC  ouglil  to  make  allowance  for  him."  A  great  Reatleinaa, 
bitiraate  with  the  Pope,  and  a  nun  of  very  distinguished 
parta,  happened  to  be  present  He  asked  who  I  was,  using 
terma  like  these ;  "  Most  Uesscd  Father,  pardon  if  I  put  a 
qUdtioiL  I  have  seen  you  yield  at  one  and  the  same  time  to 
llw  bottcrt  anger  I  ever  obscrrcd.  and  then  to  the  wannest 
oooipBMioti :  BO  I  beg  your  MoUncss  to  tell  me  who  the  man 
ic ;  lor  if  he  Is  a  person  worthy  to  l>c  helped,  I  can  teach  him 
a  secret  which  may  cure  him  of  that  infirmity,"  'lite  Po|)c 
replied :  **  Me  is  the  greatest  artist  who  vras  cs'er  ham  In  his 
own  CTKfl ;  one  day.  when  we  are  tugether,  I  will  show  you 
■Nne  Ot  bli  raarvcUoua  works,  and  the  man  hinwcK  to  boot  g 
•nd  I  shall  be  pleased  if  we  can  see  our  way  toward  doing 
•oowthlng  to  assist  him."  Three  da>-*  after  tliis.  the  Pope 
sent  lor  me  after  dinner-ttmc,  and  I  found  that  great  noble  in 
ttic  presence.  On  my  arrival,  the  Pope  had  my  copc-buttoo 
broogbt,  and  I  in  tlie  meantime  drew  forth  my  chalice.  The 
WfHi^^"  nM).  on  looking  at  it.  th.-tl  tic  had  never  aeca  a  nocv 
itapeodooM  piece  of  work.  Wlicn  ilic  button  came,  he  was 
■till  more  iti  uck  with  wonder  :  and  looking  me  straight  in  the 
face,  be  added  :  "The  man  is  yming.  I  tmw,  to  be  so  iit>Ie  in 
his  art,  and  still  apt  enough  to  learn  much."  He  then  asked 
mm  what  my  name  was.  I  answered  :  "  Uy  name  is  Beo- 
waato."  He  rcphed :  "  And  Benvenuto  tball  I  t>e  this  day 
to  yott.  Take  flower-de-loces,  stalk,  blossom,  root,  totetber ; 
then  decoct  thcffl  over  a  slack  fire  ;  and  with  the  Uqnid  bathe 
yoat  eyes  several  timet  a  day ;  yon  will  most  certainly  be 
cued  ol  that  weakness  ;  but  sec  that  you  pmgo  first,  and  then 
go  forward  wlih  the  lotion."  The  Pope  gave  tne  some  kind 
words,  and  so  I  went  away  half  nlisfied. 
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It  w»  true  indeed  that  I  had  got  the  sickness ;  but  I  believe 
■  caught  it  from  that  fine  young  scrvant-giil  whom  I  was  keep- 
ing when  my  house  was  robbed.  The  French  disease,  for  it  was 
that,  renuined  in  mc  more  than  four  months  dormant  before 
it  showed  itself,  and  thtm  it  broke  out  over  my  whole  body 
at  ODe  instant.  It  was  not  hke  what  one  communly  observes, 
but  coveted  my  Dcsli  with  ceil^n  blisters,  of  the  size  of  six- 
peitces,  and  rose-coloured.  Tlie  doctors  wotild  not  call  it  tlic 
Frendi  disease,  albeit  I  told  them  why  I  thought  it  was  tliat. 
I  went  on  treating  myself  according  to  their  methods,  but 
derived  no  benefit.  At  last,  then,  I  resolved  oo  taldng  the 
wood,  against  the  advice  of  the  first  physicians  in  Rome  ; ' 
and  I  took  it  with  Uic  most  scrupulous  discipline  and  rules 
of  abstinence  that  could  be  thought  of ;  and  after  a  fe\v  days, 
I  perceived  in  mc  a  great  amendment.  The  result  was  that 
at  the  end  of  fifty  da>-s  I  was  cured  and  as  sound  as  a  &sh 
in  Uic  water. 

Some  time  afterwards  I  sought  to  mend  my  shattered 
health,  and  with  this  view  I  betook  myself  to  shooting  when 
the  winter  came  in.  lliat  amusement,  however,  led  me 
to  expose  myself  to  wind  and  water,  and  to  staying  out  in 
moTsh-Iands :  so  that,  after  a  few  da>-s,  I  fell  a  hundred  times 
more  ill  Uian  I  had  been  t>efore.  I  put  myself  once  mote 
under  doctors'  orders,  and  attended  to  their  directions,  tnit 
grew  always  worse.  When  tlie  fever  fell  upon  me,  I  resolved 
ou  having  recourse  again  to  the  wood ;  but  the  doctors  for- 
bade it,  saying  tlial  if  1  took  it  witli  the  fever  on  mc,  I  should 
not  have  a  week  to  live.  However,  I  nude  my  mind  up  to 
disobey  their  orders,  obser\*ed  the  same  diet  as  I  had  for- 
merly adopted,  and  after  drinking  tlie  decoction  four  days, 
was  wholly  rid  of  fever.  My  health  improved  enormously ; 
and  while  I  was  following  this  cure.  I  went  on  always  work- 
ing at  the  models  of  the  ctialice.  I  may  add  that,  during 
tlie  time  of  tliat  strict  abstinence,  1  produced  fmcr  things  and  ^, 
of  more  exquisite  invention  than  at  any  otiier  period  of  my 
life.  After  fifty  days  my  health  was  re-established,  and  I  con- 
tinued witi)  the  utmost  care  to  keep  it  and  confirm  it  When 
at  last  1  ventured  to  relax  my  rigid  diet,  I  found  myself  at 


■  "Dm  U,  GuUcuDk,  C9klWJ  by  (t>«  IieUuu  ltfn«  lamu. 


I 


I 


I 


BOOK  FIRST 

~WfioDy  free  from  those  inlirmitics  as  thoii|;h  I  had  b«cn  born 
Agab).  AJthooftb  1  tcx>k  plcastirc  in  fortifying  the  hcalUt  I  so 
nwcb  longed  for,  yet  I  never  left  off  workinj; ;  both  the  chalice 
and  the  Mint  bad  cenoinly  aa  much  of  my  attention  as  was  due 
10  them  and  to  mytelf. 


I.X 


It  hippcncd  tlut  Cardinal  Salviati,  who,  aa  I  have  related, 
•atertained  an  old  hostility  .iiiain&t  me,  had  been  appointed 
Lsgato  to  Panna.  In  that  city  a  certain  Milaneae  goldtmith, 
mmai  Tobhta,  was  taken  up  for  false  cntoinH,  and  con- 
denncd  to  the  gallows  and  the  stake.  Kcprcacntatlona  in 
Us  favour,  as  bemg  a  man  of  great  ability,  were  raada  to  the 
Canlinat,  who  suspended  the  execution  of  tlie  sentence,  and 
wrote  Id  the  Pot>e,  uying  the  best  goldsmith  in  i)ic  world 
had  eonie  into  ht>  bands,  sentenced  to  death  for  coining  false 
nooey,  bat  that  he  was  a  good  simple  fellow,  who  could 
fikad  ht  his  excuse  that  he  had  taken  counsel  with  his  con- 
(eMor,  and  bad  received,  as  he  said,  from  him  permission 
to  do  tbis.  Thereto  he  added :  "  If  you  send  for  this  great 
artist  lo  Rome,  )'oiur  Hnlincs  will  bring  down  the  over- 
weening arrogance  of  y<^iur  favourite  Uenvcnuto,  and  I  am 
quite  certain  that  Tottbia's  work  will  please  yon  far  more 
than  his."  The  Pope  accordingly  sent  for  him  at  once; 
and  when  the  man  arrived,  he  majie  us  tmtli  appear  before 
bUD.  and  OOmmMoncd  each  of  us  In  (umish  a  dciuin>  for 
■lOttnUng  aa  oaioom's  hum,  llie  finest  wliidi  h;id  ever  been 
seen,  ami  wfaicb  bad  been  sold  for  i7,oc»  dncata  of  tlic 
Camera.  The  l^ipe  meant  to  give  it  to  King  Pirands ;  but 
fini  be  willicd  it  riclily  set  In  gold,  and  ordered  us  to  make 
sketches  (or  this  purpose.  Wben  they  were  finisbed,  wt 
took  tbero  lo  the  i\>pc.  Ttuil  of  Tobbia  was  m  the  fonn  of 
a  randleslick,  the  horn  Iteing  iluck  in  it  hke  a  candle,  and  at 
the  base  of  the  piece  he  had  introdwzed  four  Uttle  unicorns' 
^  beads  n(  a  vary  poor  design.  When  I  saw  tlie  thing.  1  eoald 
'  not  refrain  from  laughing  gently  in  my  sleeve.  The  Pope 
notiood  this,  and  cned:  "Here,  show  me  your  sketch  1" 
It  was  a  ungle  unicorn's  head,  proporliooed  in  siie  to  the 
bom.  1  had  dialflimil  the  tineit  heail  imaginatile ;  for  I 
took  It  partly  fivm  (he  horse  and  partly  from  the  Mac 
foricbhtg  it  Willi    lantauic   mane  and    otber  omameala 
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Accordingly,  no  sooner  was  it  seen,  than  ever)-  one  decided  h 
my  fai-our.  There  were,  however,  present  at  the  competition 
certain  Milanese  gentlemen  of  the  lirst  consequence,  who 
said :  "  Ikfost  blca&cd  Father,  your  Holiness  is  sending  Ihia 
magnificent  present  into  France ;  please  to  reflect  that  the 
French  arc  people  of  no  culture,  and  will  not  understand  the 
excellence  of  Benvcnuto's  work ;  pyxes  like  tliis  one  of 
Tobbia's  will  suit  their  taste  well,  and  these  too  can  be 
fioishcd  quicker.'  Bcn^-enuto  will  devote  himself  to  com- 
pleting your  chatice,  and  >'ou  will  get  two  pieces  done  in 
the  same  time ;  moreover,  this  poor  man,  whom  >-(m  Imve 
brought  to  Rome,  will  have  the  diance  to  be  employed." 
The  Pope,  who  was  anxious  to  obtain  his  clialice,  very 
willingly  adopted  the  advice  of  the  Milanese  gentlefolk. 

Next  day,  therefore,  lie  commissioiied  Tobbia  to  mount 
the  aolcorn's  horn,  and  sent  his  Master  of  tlie  Wardrot>e 
to  bid  me  finish  the  chalice.*  I  replied  tliat  I  desired 
oottiing  in  the  world  more  than  to  complete  the  beautiful 
work  I  had  begun :  and  if  the  material  bad  been  an>'thing 
but  gold,  I  could  very  eaaly  have  done  so  by  mj-self;  but 
H  being  gold,  his  Holiness  must  give  me  some  of  the  metal 
if  be  wanted  me  to  get  through  with  my  work.  To  thi« 
the  vulgar  courtier  answered  :  "  Zounds !  don't  ask  the  Pope 
for  gold,  unless  you  mean  to  drive  him  into  such  a  fury  as 
will  ruin  you."  I  said  :  "Oh,  my  good  lord,  wilt  yonr  lord- 
ship please  to  tell  me  how  one  can  make  bread  without 
Sour  ?  Even  so  without  gold  this  piece  of  mine  cannot  be 
finished."  Tlie  Master  of  the  W'ardrobe,  liaving  an  inkling 
that  I  had  made  a  fool  of  him,  told  me  he  shoukl  report  all 
I  had  spoken  to  his  Holiness ;  and  ttiis  he  did.  Ttie  Pope 
flew  into  a  l>e^ial  passion,  and  swore  he  would  wait  to  see 
if  1  was  so  mad  as  not  to  finish  it  More  than  two  months 
passed  thus ;  and  though  I  bad  declared  1  would  not  give 
a  stroke  to  the  cliatice,  I  did  not  do  so.  but  always  went 
on  working  with  the  greatest  interest.  When  he  perceived 
i  was  not  going  to  bring  it,  he  began  to  disphty  fcal  dis- 

*  The  word  1  bare  tnoolatcd  fy**!  m  iHnii,  rcuK\a  hf  holding  the 
EqdiufaL 

*  The  Marici  of  Ihc  Vi'atdio)>c  wu  U  Hul  dae  (Kmani  Aleotd.  I  uml 
budly  rcKisd  mj  tttAext  thu  Cn.irdania  m  awdfabc  unu  the  ip<utin<ei 
In  ■  lahee  wtiwc  miwM,  piftlt.  (uimluie,  uul  dothe*  were  Uoml.  We  ihill 
tod,  when  we  come  to  Cdluii*>i«i*ic«  uadcf  Uuke  Cwlako,  Umi  priocM  tpfai 
•noeh  of  thdt  Ihne  in  Ibii  place. 
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and  ptvtested  be  would   punUh  me  in  one  way 
er  aaothcr. 

A  jeweller  (rom  Milan  in  the  Papal  service  happened  to 
be  present  when  these  words  were  spoken.  He  was  called 
Ponpeo,  aad  was  closely  related  to  Messer  Trajano,  the  most 
favoored  scrrant  o(  Pope  Clement  The  two  men  came,  upon 
a  common  iindcntanding,  to  liim  and  said :  "  If  yoor  Holiness 
were  to  deprive  Bcnvenuto  of  the  Mint,  perhaps  he  would 
take  it  into  his  head  to  complete  the  chalice."  To  this  the 
Pope  answered  :  "  No ;  two  evil  things  would  happen  :  hnt. 
I  tbould  be  iU  served  in  the  Mint,  which  concerns  me  greatly  ; 
and  tecondly,  I  should  certainly  not  get  the  chalioe."  Tbe 
two  MUancM,  observinK  tlie  Pope  indisposed  towards  me, 
at  last  «o  far  pr«*ai)ed  that  he  deprived  me  of  the  Mint,  and 
Ipve  it  to  a  }*ouns  Pcmgian,  commonly  known  ma  Fagiuolo.> 
Potnpeo  came  to  inform  mc  that  his  Holiness  hod  taken  my 
pboa  in  the  Mint  away,  and  that  if  I  did  not  finish  tlie  chalice, 
be  would  deprive  me  of  other  things  besides.  I  retorted : 
"Tell  his  Holiness  that  he  has  deprived  himself  and  not  me 
of  tile  Mint,  and  that  be  will  be  doing  Uie  same  wiUi  regard 
to  those  otlier  tilings  of  which  he  >peaks ;  and  that  if  he 
wanis  tn  confer  the  |wit  on  me  again,  iwlhing  will  indiMa 
toe  to  accept  it"  The  graceless  and  unlucky  fellow  went 
oB  like  an  arrow  to  find  the  Pope  and  report  this  convcraa- 
tion ;  he  added  alio  something  of  his  own  invention,  flight 
days  bter,  the  Pope  sent  tlic  same  man  to  tell  me  that  he 
did  not  mean  toe  to  finish  the  chalice,  and  wanted  to  have  it 
beck  precisely  at  the  point  to  which  I  had  already  brought 
it  I  told  Pompco:  "This  thing  is  not  like  the  Mint,  which 
It  was  tn  his  power  tn  take  away ;  but  five  hundred  crowns 
which  1  received  belong  to  his  Hulinese,  and  1  am  ready 
to  return  them  ;  the  piece  itsdf  is  mine,  and  with  it  I  shall 
do  what  I  think  best."  Pompco  iwi  oB  to  report  my  speech, 
togetber  with  some  biting  words  which  in  my  righteous  anger 
I  had  let  Uy  at  bimtcU. 

ua 

After  the  lapse  of  tlirce  days,  oo  a  Thursday,  there  cauae 
to  me  two  favoonie  Chamberlains  of  hit  Holiness;  one  of 
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them  is  alive  now.  and  a  bishop ;  be  was  called  Messei 
Pier  Giovanni,  and  was  an  officer  of  the  wardrobe ;  the  oUicr 
could  claim  nobler  birth,  but  his  name  has  escaped  mc.  On 
arriving  they  spoke  as  foUon-s:  "The  Pope  hath  sent  as, 
Benvenuto  ;  and  since  you  have  not  chosen  to  comply 
with  his  request  on  easy  tenns,  his  commands  now  are  that 
either  you  sliould  give  us  up  his  piece,  or  that  we  should 
take  you  to  prison."  Thereupon  i  looked  them  very  cheer- 
fully in  the  face,  replying  :  "  My  lords,  if  I  were  to  give 
the  work  to  his  Holiness,  I  should  be  giving  what  is  mine 
and  not  his.  and  at  present  I  have  no  intention  to  make 
him  this  gift.  I  have  brought  it  far  forward  witli  great 
labour,  and  do  not  want  it  to  go  into  the  hands  of  some 
ignorant  t>east  who  will  destroy  it  with  no  trouble."  While 
I  spoke  thus,  the  goldsmith  Tobbla  was  standing  by,  who 
even  presumptuously  asked  me  for  the  models  also  of  my 
work.  What  I  retorted,  in  words  worthy  of  such  a  rascal, 
need  not  here  be  repeated.  Then,  when  those  gentlemen, 
the  Chamberlains,  kept  urging  me  to  do  quickly  what  1  meant 
to  do,  I  told  them  i  was  ready.  So  I  took  my  cape  up, 
and  before  I  left  the  shop,  1  turned  to  an  image  of  Christ, 
with  solemn  reverence  and  cap  in  hand,  prapng  as  thns : 
"O  gracious  and  undying,  just  and  holy  our  Lord,  all  the 
things  thou  docst  are  according  to  thy  justice,  which  hath  no 
peer  on  earth.  Thou  knowest  that  1  have  exactly  reached 
the  age  of  thirty,  and  that  up  to  this  hour  I  was  never 
threatened  witlr  a  prison  for  any  of  my  actions.  Now  that 
it  is  tliy  will  liiat  I  should  go  to  prison,  with  all  my  heart 
i  thank  thee  for  this  dispensation."  Thereat  1  turned  round 
to  the  two  Chamberlains,  and  addressed  them  with  a  certain 
lowering  look  1  have :  "  A  man  of  my  quality  deserved  no 
meaner  catchpolcs  than  your  lordships  :  place  me  between 
you,  and  lake  me  as  >'our  prisoner  where  you  like."  Those 
two  gentlemen,  with  the  most  perfect  manners,  burst  out 
laughing,  and  put  me  between  them  ;  and  so  we  went  off, 
talking  pleasantly,  until  tliey  brought  me  to  the  Go«raor 
of  Rome,  who  was  called  11  Magalotto.'  When  I  reached 
him  (and  the  Procurator- Fiscal  was  with  him,  botl)  waiting 
for  me),  the  Pope's  Chamberlains,  still  laughing,  said  to  the 
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Governor :  "  We  give  up  to  you  tin's  pnsoner  ;  now  9oe  you 
take  good  care  of  htm.  Wc  arc  very  glad  to  have  acted  ia 
the  place  of  your  agents  ;  for  Benvenuto  has  told  us  tiiat  tbls 
being  bia  first  arrest,  he  dcscn'cd  no  catchpolcs  of  inferior 
ttation  than  wc  arc."  Immediately  on  leaving  us,  tlie>-  soujjht 
the  Pope  ;  and  when  they  had  minutely  related  the  whole 
matter,  he  matte  .it  first  as  though  he  would  give  way  to  pas- 
sion, hut  afterwards  he  put  control  upon  him-^elf  and  laiiglied. 
became  there  were  then  in  the  presence  certain  lords  and 
cardin.th,  rny  friends,  who  had  warmly  espoused  my  cause. 

Meanwhile,  tlie  Governor  and  the  Fiscal  were  at  me,  partly 
bullying,  partly  expostuL-iting,  partly  giving  advice,  and 
saying  it  was  only  reason  that  a  man  who  ordered  work  from 
another  sliould  be  able  to  withdraw  it  at  his  ch<»ce,  and 
in  any  \vay  which  he  thought  best.  To  this  I  replied  that 
such  proceedings  were  not  warranted  by  justice,  neither 
could  a  Pope  act  thus ;  for  that  a  Pope  is  not  of  the  same 
kind  as  certain  petty  tyrant  princes,  who  treat  their  folk  as 
tndly  as  they  can,  without  regard  to  law  or  justice ;  and  so 
a  Vicar  of  Christ  may  not  commit  any  of  these  acts  of 
violence.  Thereat  the  Governor,  assuming  his  police-court 
stj'lc  of  threatening  and  bulljing.  began  to  say :  "  Benvenuto. 
Benvenuto,  yuu  are  going  about  to  make  me  treat  you  as 
you  deserve."  "You  will  treat  me  with  honour  and  courtesy, 
if  you  wisli  to  act  as  I  deserve."  Taking  mc  up  again,  he 
cried:  "Send  for  the  work  at  once,  and  don't  wait  for  a 
second  order,"  1  responded :  "  My  lords,  grant  mc  the 
favour  of  being  allowed  to  say  four  more  words  in  my  de- 
fence." I'hc  Fiscil,  who  was  a  far  more  reasonable  agent 
of  police  than  the  Governor,  turned  to  him  and  said : 
"  Monsignor,  suppose  we  let  him  $:iy  a  hundred  words,  ii 
he  likes :  so  long  as  he  gives  up  the  work,  titat  is  enough 
for  us,"  I  .tpoke :  "  If  any  man  you  like  to  name  had 
ordered  a  ixtlace  or  a  house  to  be  built,  he  could  with  justice 
tell  the  master-mason :  '  I  do  not  want  you  to  go  on  work- 
ing at  my  house  or  palace ; '  and  after  paying  him  his 
labour,  he  would  have  the  right  to  dismiss  him.  Likewise, 
if  a  nobleman  gave  commission  for  a  jewel  of  a  thousand 
crowns'  value  to  lie  set,  when  he  saw  that  the  jeweller  was 
not  ser^■ing  him  according  to  bis  desire,  he  could  say :  '  Give 
me  hack  my  stone,  for  1  do  not  want  your  work.'  But  in  a 
case  of  this  kind  none  of  those  considerations  apply;  there 
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is  neither  house  nor  jewel  here ;  nobody  can  comnund  me 
further  than  that  1  should  return  the  live  humlred  crowns 
which  I  have  had-  Therefore,  roonsienori,  do  eveiythinR 
you  can  do ;  for  you  will  get  nothing  from  me  beyond  the 
five  hundred  crowns.  Go  and  say  this  to  the  Pope.  Your 
threats  do  not  frighten  tne  at  all ;  for  I  am  an  honest  man,  and 
stand  in  no  fear  of  ray  sins,"  The  Governor  and  Fiscal  rose, 
and  said  they  were  going  to  the  Pope,  and  sliould  return 
with  orders  which  I  should  soon  Icam  to  my  cost  So  I 
remained  there  under  guard.  I  walked  up  and  down  a 
large  hall,  and  they  were  about  three  hours  away  before 
they  came  back  from  the  Pope.  In  that  while  the  fiowcr 
of  our  natioD  among  the  merchants  came  to  visit  me,  im- 
[doring  me  not  to  persist  in  contending  with  a  Pope,  for 
this  might  be  the  ruin  of  me.  I  answered  them  that  I  had 
made  my  mind  up  quite  well  what  I  wished  to  do. 
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No  sooner  had  the  Governor  returned,  together  with  the 
Procurator,  from  the  palace,  than  he  sent  for  me,  and  spoke 
to  this  effect :  "  Benvenuto,  I  am  certainly  sorr>'  to  come 
back  from  the  Pope  with  such  commands  as  I  have  received : 
jwu  must  either  produce  the  chalice  on  the  instant,  or  look 
to  your  affairs."  Tlien  I  replied  that  "inasmuch  as  I  had 
never  to  that  hour  believed  a  holy  Vicar  of  Christ  could 
commit  an  unjust  act.  so  I  should  like  to  see  it  before  I 
did  believe  it ;  therefore  do  the  utmost  that  you  can."  The 
Governor  rejoined :  **  1  have  to  report  a  couple  of  words 
oaore  from  the  Pope  to  you,  and  then  [  will  execute  the 
orders  given  me.  He  sa>'s  that  you  must  bring  your  work 
to  me  here,  and  that  after  I  have  seen  it  put  into  a  box 
and  sealed,  I  must  take  it  to  hitn.  He  engages  his  word 
not  to  break  the  seal,  and  to  return  the  piece  to  you  tui* 
touched.  But  this  much  he  wants  to  have  done,  in  order 
to  preserve  bis  own  honour  in  the  affair."  In  return  to 
this  speech,  I  answered,  laughing,  that  I  would  very  willingly 
give  up  my  work  in  the  way  he  mentioned,  because  I 
■honld  be  glad  to  know  for  cerUiin  what  a  Pope's  word  was 
teally  worth. 
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Acoonlinitly,  I  sent  (or  my  piece,  and  having  had  it  scaled 
I  deKtibcd,  Knve  it  ap  to  him.  The  Gm'cmor  repaired 
tgaia  (o  the  Pope,  who  took  the  box,  according  to  what 
the  GoKiTMir  liiini«etf  told  me,  and  turned  it  several  times 
abtKit.  Then  be  asked  the  Governor  il  he  had  seen  the 
work;  and  he  replied  that  he  had,  and  that  it  had  beea 
Mated  up  in  his  presence,  and  added  that  it  had  struck  him 
u  ■  very  adinirahic  piece.  Thereupon  the  Pope  said :  '*  You 
■hall  tell  BenvciiutiD  that  Popes  have  autliority  to  bind  and 
ItHMc  things  of  far  greater  cotiscquencc  than  this ; "  and  while 
thiti  qicakin);  he  opened  the  box  \vitli  some  show  of  anger, 
taldng  off  the  string  and  seals  with  which  it  was  done  up. 
Afterwards  he  paid  it  prolonged  attention ;  and,  as  I  sub- 
■Of|ucn1ly  heard,  showed  it  to  Tobbta  the  goldsmith,  who 
bestowed  much  pnise  upon  it,  Then  the  Pope  asked  him 
U  be  fell  e(|ual  to  producing  a  piece  in  that  style.  On  his 
nyinff  yea,  the  Pope  told  him  to  follow  It  out  exactly ;  then 
turoed  to  the  Governor  and  said :  "  See  whether  Benvcnuto 
will  fcivv  it  up ;  for  if  he  does,  he  sliall  be  puid  the  value  hxed 
on  it  by  men  of  knowIe<lgc  in  this  art ;  but  if  he  is  really  bent 
cm  finiihinj  It  himself,  let  him  name  a  certain  time;  and  if 
you  arc  coavinced  thai  be  moana  to  do  U,  let  htm  have  all  the 
fcasnnable  nocommodatJona  he  may  ask  for."  Tlie  Governor 
replied:  "Most  Messed  Father,  I  know  the  violent  temper 
of  this  young  man ;  so  let  me  have  authority  to  give  him  ■ 
■oond  rating  after  my  own  fashion."  The  Pope  told  him 
to  do  what  he  liked  with  words,  though  lie  was  sure  be 
wtmkl  moke  matters  worse;  and  if  at  last  he  could  do 
nothtox  else,  he  must  order  me  (o  take  the  five  hundred 
crowns  to  his  jeweller,  Pompeo. 

The  Governor  returned,  sent  (or  me  into  his  cabfnet,  and 
cuttss  one  of  his  calchpole's  glances,  began  to  speak  as 
bnow*:  "  Popes  liave  authority  lo  bxiw  and  bind  the  whole 
worfctt  and  what  they  do  is  immediately  ratified  in  heavetu 
Behold  your  box,  then,  which  has  been  opened  and  in^)cctc<l 
by  hi*  Hittiness."  1  lifted  up  my  voice  at  once,  lad  said: 
"  I  tltank  God  that  now  I  have  learned  aiul  can  report  what 
the  faith  of  Popes  is  made  of."  Then  the  Governor  launched 
out  Into  bmtal  bullying  words  and  geslores;  but  perceiving 
that  they  caiDe  to  nolhinit.  be  gave  up  hts  attempt  as  dcs- 
pcrate,  and  spoke  in  sonewbat  milder  tones  after  this  wise : 
"  BenvcButo,  I  am  virv  mny  thmt  yaa  arc  so  btiod  to  youi 
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own  interest :  but  since  it  is  so,  go  and  take  the  five  hundred 
crowns,  when  you  think  lit,  to  Pompeo."  I  took  my  piece  upj 
went  away,  and  carried  the  crowns  to  Pompeo  on  the  instant 
It  is  most  Ukcly  that  the  Pope  had  counted  on  some  want  of 
money  or  other  opportunity  preventing  nic  from  bringing  so 
considerable  a  sum  at  once,  and  was  anxious  ic  this  way  to 
repieoe  the  broken  thread  of  my  obedience,  ^lien  then 
be  saw  Pompeo  coming  to  him  with  a  smile  upon  his  hps 
and  the  money  in  his  hand,  he  soundly  rated  him,  and 
lamented  that  the  affair  had  turned  out  so.  Then  he  said: 
"Go  find  Benvenuto  in  his  shop,  and  treat  him  with  all  the 
courtesies  of  which  your  iiinoiant  and  brutal  nature  is  capable, 
and  tell  tiim  that^if  he  is  willing  to  finish  (liat  piece  for  a  re- 
liquary to  hold  the  Corpus  Domini  when  1  walk  in  procession, 
1  will  allow  him  the  conv-eniences  he  u'ants  in  order  to  com- 
plete it ;  provided  only  that  he  goes  on  working."  Pompco 
came  to  me,  called  mc  outside  the  shop,  and  heaped  on  roc 
the  most  mawkish  caresses  of  a  donkey,'  reporting  everything 
the  Pope  h.id  ordered.  I  lost  no  time  in  answering  that  "  the 
greatest  treasure  I  could  wish  for  in  the  woild  was  to  regain 
the  favour  of  so  great  a  Pope,  which  had  been  lost  to  me, 
Dot  indeed  by  my  fault,  t>ut  by  the  fault  of  my  overwhelming 
iUiKsa  and  the  wickedness  of  those  ennous  men  who  take 
pleaanre  in  milking  mischief ;  and  since  the  Pope  has  plenty 
of  serv-ants.  do  not  let  him  send  you  round  again,  if  >'ou  value 
>-our  life  .  .  .  nay,  lo<ik  well  to  your  safely.  I  shall  not  fall, 
by  night  or  day,  to  think  and  do  ever>'ttiing  I  can  in  the  Pope*! 
service ;  and  bear  this  well  in  tniiid,  tliat  when  you  liave  r^ 
ported  these  words  to  his  Holiness,  you  never  in  any  way 
whatever  meddle  with  the  least  of  my  affairs,  for  I  will  make 
you  recognise  your  errors  by  the  punishment  they  merit" 
The  fellow  related  everything  to  the  Pope,  but  in  far  more 
brutal  terms  than  I  had  used ;  and  thus  the  matter  rested  for 
a  time  while  I  again  attended  to  my  sJiop  and  business. 
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Tobbia  the  goldsmith  meanwhile  worked  at  the  setting  and 
the  decoration  of  tlie  unicorn's  horn.  The  Pope,  moreover, 
commissioned  him  to  begin  the  chalice  upon  the  model  lie 
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had  seen  in  mine.  But  when  TobttU  came  to  show  him 
what  he  had  done,  he  was  very  ditcontenteO,  and  Krcatly 
KigrcUcd  th4t  he  had  broken  with  uie,  blaming  »l\  tlie  otlier 
nn'i  works  and  the  |>eopte  who  had  intrfxiuccd  them  to 
him ;  and  scvend  times  Baccino  della  Croce  came  from  him 
to  Ictl  me  that  I  miisl  not  neglect  the  reliquary.  1  antwered 
Ibat  I  begged  his  Hotinen  to  let  me  breathe  a  little  after  the 
Breat  iUnc&s  I  had  sulTercd,  and  from  which  1  was  not  as  yet 
wholly  free,  adding  that  I  would  make  it  clear  to  him  thai 
■11  the  houn  in  which  I  could  work  xiiould  be  spent  in  his 
scprice.  1  had  indeed  begnn  to  nulie  his  portrail,  and  was 
executing  a  medal  in  secret.  1  fashioned  the  steel  dies  for 
•tainjiinjt  this  medal  in  my  own  )ioii-«  ;  while  I  kept  a  partner 
io  my  worksbup,  who  had  been  my  prentice  and  wai  called 
Felice. 

At  that  lime,  as  is  llic  wont  of  >x>ung  men,  I  had  (alien 
la  love  with  a  Sicilian  girl,  who  was  excGC<lin(;1y  beautiful. 
On  it  t>ecoming  clear  that  slic  returned  my  affection,  bei 
aiothef  perceived  how  tlie  m;)tlcr  stood,  and  grew  suspicious 
of  what  might  happen.  The  truth  is  that  I  had  arranged 
to  elope  with  the  girl  for  a  year  to  Flotence,  onltnown  to 
ber  mother ;  biil  she,  getting  wind  of  this,  left  Rome  secretly 
one  rtight,  and  went  off  in  the  <lirecticin  of  Naples.  She  gave 
oat  Uial  she  was  grmc  by  Civiti  Vecchia,  but  »he  really  went 
by  Osti*.  I  folluwed  tliein  to  Civita  Vecchia,  and  did  a 
taulUtude  of  mad  things  to  discover  her.  II  would  be  too 
loaf  to  narrate  tlkcm  all  in  detail ;  enotigh  that  I  wa«  «n  the 
point  of  lotung  my  wits  or  d>ing.  Alter  two  months  the 
wrete  In  mc  iImI  Jic  was  in  Sicily,  extremely  unJiappy.  1 
moutwhilc  was  nidulgini;  myself  in  ;ill  the  pleasures  man  aui 
think  of,  and  had  engaged  in  another  love  aflatr,  merely  to 
drown  the  memory  of  my  teal  pjusion. 
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It  happened  through  ■  variety  nf  singular  aeddtPb  that  I 
bacuiM  Intimate  will)  a  Sicilian  priest,  who  was  a  man  of  very 
dtralcd  senioa  and  well  instructed  in  both  Latin  and  Grc«k 
fatten.  In  the  course  of  coaveiwlioa  one  day  we  were  led 
to  talk  about  the  art  of  nccronancr ;  apropos  of  which  1  said  ; 
"Throughout  my  wbolo  lilo  1  have  bad  the  mcM  (ntenie 
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desire  to  see  or  learn  sometblng  of  this  art."  Thereto  the 
priest  replied :  "  A  stoitt  soul  and  a  steadfast  must  the  man 
have  who  sets  himself  lo  such  an  enterprise."  I  answered 
that  of  strength  and  steadfastness  of  soul  I  sliould  have 
enougli  and  to  spare,  provided  I  found  the  ojiportunity. 
Then  tlie  priest  said :  "  If  you  have  the  heart  to  dare  it,  I 
will  amply  satisfy  your  curiosity."  Accordingly  wc  agrc«d 
upon  attempting  the  adventure. 

The  priest  one  evening  made  his  preparations,  and  bade 
me  lind  a  comrade,  or  not  more  than  two.  I  invited 
Vinceozio  Romoh,  a  very  dear  friend  of  mine,  and  the 
priest  tools  with  him  a  native  of  Pistoja,  who  also  cultivated 
the  black  art.  We  went  together  to  the  Coliseum ;  and 
there  the  priest,  having  arra>'ed  himself  in  necromancer's 
lobes,  Ivegaii  to  describe  circles  on  the  cartli  with  the  finest 
ceretnoiiies  that  can  be  imagined.  I  must  say  that  lie  had 
made  us  bring  precious  perfumes  and  fire,  apd  also  drugs 
of  fetid  odour.  When  the  preliminaries  were  completed, 
he  made  the  entrance  into  the  circle ;  and  taking  us  by  thf 
hand,  introduced  us  one  by  one  inside  it  Then  be  assigned 
our  several  functions ;  to  the  necromancer,  his  comrade,  lie 
gave  the  pentaclc  to  hold ;  the  oilier  two  of  us  had  to  look 
after  the  hrc  and  the  perfumes ;  and  tlien  he  began  his  in- 
cantations. This  lasted  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half ;  when 
several  legions  appeared,  and  the  Coliseum  was  all  fuU  of 
devils.  I  was  occupied  with  the  precious  perfumes,  and 
when  the  priest  perceived  in  what  numl>ers  ihey  were 
present,  he  turned  to  me  and  said :  "  Benveouto,  ask  tliem 
something."  I  called  on  them  to  reunite  me  with  my  Sicilian 
Angelica.  That  night  wc  obtained  no  answer  ;  but  1  enjoyed 
the  greatest  satisfaction  of  my  curiosity  in  such  matters.  The 
necromancer  «.iid  that  we  should  have  to  go  a  second  time, 
and  that  I  sliould  obtain,  the  full  accomplishment  of  my 
request :  but  he  wished  me  to  bring  with  me  a  httle  boy  of 
pure  virginity. 

1  chose  one  of  my  shop-lads,  who  was  about  twelve  years 
old,  and  invited  Vinccn/io  Komoti  again ;  and  we  also  look 
a  certain  Agnohno  Gaddi,  who  was  a  vety  intimate  friend 
of  botli.  When  we  came  onoc  more  to  the  place  apjiolnted, 
the  necromancer  made  just  the  same  preparations,  attended 
b>'  the  same  and  even  more  impressive  details.  Then  he 
introduced  us  into  the  circle,  which  he  had  reconstructed 
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with  art  mofe  admirable  and  yet  more  wondrous  ceremonies. 
Aitcrwards  he  appointed  my  friend  Vinceniio  to  the  onlering 
o(  llie  perlumea  and  tlic  lire,  and  witli  bim  Afptolino  Gaddi. 
He  next  placed  in  my  band  the  pcnUcle.  which  he  bid  Btc 
turn  toward  the  points  be  indicated,  and  under  ttic  pcntade 
I  held  the  little  boy,  my  workman.  Now  the  □ccromanccr 
began  to  utter  tbow  awful  invocation!,  calhng  by  name  on 
nuilliludcs  of  demons  who  are  captains  of  their  legions,  and 
tlicsc  he  suinmotmi  l>y  the  virtue  an<l  potency  of  God,  the 
Uaciealcd,  Living,  am)  Ktcni.il,  in  phntscx  of  the  llchrcw, 
and  ulsM  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  tonf;iie«;  insomuch  th:t( 
la  a  tbott  spkce  of  time  the  whole  Coliiemn  was  full  of  a 
hundfcdfold  m  maity  as  had  appeared  upon  the  lirst  occasion. 
Vloccoiio  Romoti,  together  witli  Agnolino,  tended  the  fire 
and  heaped  on  quantities  of  precious  pofumcft.  At  the 
advice  of  the  necromancer,  I  again  demanded  to  be  reunited 
with  Angehca.  The  sorcerer  turned  to  me  and  said  :  "  Hear 
]Mu  what  tliey  have  replied  :  that  in  the  space  of  one  month 
yoQ  will  be  where  she  is?"  Then  once  more  he  prayed  mc 
to  stand  &nn  by  him,  Itccausc  the  legions  were  a  thousandfold 
man  than  he  had  summoned,  and  were  the  most  d.inficrou9 
of  all  tfac  denizcnn  oj  bell;  and  now  that  tliey  bad  settled 
what  I  aaked.  It  behoved  ui  to  be  civil  to  them  and  dismiss 
them  iccntly.  On  tiie  other  tide,  the  boy,  who  was  l^ne:ith 
tlie  pcntade,  shrieked  oat  in  terror  tliat  a  million  of  the  fiercest 
men  were  svrannln]t  round  and  threatening  ua.  He  nid,  more- 
over,  that  four  huge  giants  had  appeared,  who  were  striving 
lo  force  Ifadr  way  inside  the  circle.  Meanwhile  the  iiecro- 
BMAcer,  trwabUng  with  fear,  kept  doing  hb  best  with  mild 
and  soft  pcraoartons  to  dismin  them.  Vinccn/in  Komoll, 
who  quaked  Uke  an  aspen  lent,  looke^l  after  the  |>criumcs, 
Tbongb  I  was  quite  as  friglitcncd  as  the  real  of  them,  I 
triad  to  show  it  less,  and  Inspirod  them  all  with  marvellous 
eoongfi  i  but  the  truth  is  that  1  had  given  myself  up  for 
dead  when  I  saw  the  terror  of  the  necromancer.  The  boy 
bad  stuck  his  head  between  his  knoes,  exclaiming  :  "llils 
is  bow  1  will  meet  de^ith,  for  we  are  oertalnly  dead  men." 
Afsin  I  •old  to  htm :  "  These  creatures  are  alt  inferior  to 
aa,  and  what  you  see  la  only  smoke  and  sfaadnw ;  so  Uicb 
raise  your  e>-cs."  Wlicn  he  bad  raised  them  be  cried  out  t 
**Thc  whole  Coliienm  is  in  flames,  and  the  lire  ia  advandnff 
uo  us;"  then  covering  bis  face  with  his  liands,  he  itroaned 
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igaia  that  he  was  dead,  and  that  he  could  not  endure  the 
sight  longer.  The  necrom.'uiccr  appealed  for  my  nipport, 
entreating  me  lo  stand  lirm  by  litm,  and  to  hare  asiofetida 
flung  upon  the  coals ;  so  I  turned  to  Vincenzio  Romoli,  and 
told  him  to  make  the  fumigation  at  once,  ^liilc  uttering 
these  words  1  looked  at  Agnolino  Caddi,  whose  eyes  were 
starting  from  their  sockets  in  his  terror,  »nd  who  was  more 
than  half  dead,  and  said  to  him  :  "  Agnolo,  in  time  and  place 
like  this  we  must  not  jHeld  to  fright,  but  do  the  utmost  lo 
bestir  ourselves  :  therefore,  tip  at  onoe,  and  fling  a  handful 
of  that  assafetidn  upon  the  lire."  Agnolo,  at  the  nwrnent 
when  he  moved  to  do  tliis,  let  fly  such  a  volley  from  his 
breecli,  ttiat  it  was  far  more  effectual  than  the  a^tsafelida.' 
The  boy,  roused  by  that  great  stench  and  noise,  lifted  hta 
face  a  little,  and  hearing  me  laugh,  he  plucked  up  coutage, 
and  said  the  devils  were  taking  to  flight  lempcEtuousty.  So 
we  abode  thus  until  the  matin-bells  t>egan  to  sound.  Then 
tbc  boy  told  us  again  that  but  few  remained,  and  those  were 
at  a  distance.  When  the  necromancer  had  concluded  his 
ceremonies,  he  put  off  his  wizard's  rol>e,  and  packed  up  a 
great  bundle  of  books  which  he  had  brought  with  him  ;  tlien, 
all  together,  we  issued  wilii  him  from  tlie  circle,  huddling  as 
close  as  we  could  to  one  another,  especially  tlie  buy,  who 
had  got  into  tlie  middle,  and  taken  the  necromancer  by  hie 
gown  and  me  by  the  cloak.  All  the  while  that  we  were 
guing  toward  our  houses  in  the  Banchi,  he  kept  saying  that 
tw«  of  the  devils  he  h.id  seen  in  the  Cohseum  were  gambol- 
ling in  front  of  us,  skipping  now  along  the  roofs  and  now 
upon  the  ground.  The  necromancer  assured  me  that,  often 
as  he  had  entered  magic  circles,  he  had  never  met  with  such 
a  serious  affair  aa  this.  He  also  tried  to  persuade  me  to 
assist  him  in  consecrating  a  btrnk,  by  means  of  which  we 
should  extract  immeasurable  wealth,  since  we  could  call  up 
fiends  to  show  us  where  treasures  were,  whereof  the  earth 
is  full ;  and  after  this  wise  we  sliould  become  the  richest 
of  mankind:  love  affairs  tike  mine  were  nothing  but  vanities 
and  foUies  without  consequence.  I  replied  that  if  I  were  a 
Latin  scholar  I  should  be  very  willing  to  do  what  he  sug* 
gcsted.  He  continued  lo  persuade  me  by  arguing  lliat  l^tin 
scholarship  was  of  no  importance,  and  that,  if  he  wanted,  be 
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'CDqU  have  lound  plenty  of  £»»<)  Latiiiists ;  but  that  he  had 
iwver  md  uilh  a  man  of  soul  ao  finn  as  mine,  and  that  I 
oucht  In  fiklluw  lits  couiiM-l.  EiiK-iScd  in  this  conversation, 
%ra  readied  mii  hutncx,  iind  ciicli  one  oi  ua  dreamed  all  tbat 
oiltht  ol  dcvtU. 

LXV 

Ai  we  were  in  the  habit  of  mcelind  ditlty,  the  necronunoer 
kept  unting  me  to  join  in  bis  adventure.  Accordingly,  I 
akked  him  bow  Im^  it  would  take,  and  where  we  iihoul<l 
htm  to  go.  To  this  he  answered  that  we  might  Ret  through 
wilb  it  in  Icn  tlian  a  month,  and  that  Ute  nioet  suitable 
locoiily  for  the  purpose  was  the  hill  country  of  Norcia;*  a 
master  ol  liii  in  Uie  art  had  indeed  coniecnited  such  a  book 
quite  cliwc  lo  Kiwne.  at  a  phce  adted  Ihe  Il;idi:idi  Karfa  ;  btit 
he  Ivul  met  with  tixnc  difljoiltict  there,  which  would  not 
dOCor  in  Ibe  muuntaini  of  Nurcia ;  the  |>auants  alM  of  tbat 
<liftrkt  are  people  lo  be  tnistcil,  and  have  aome  practice  in 
IhrM  maltcn,  so  that  at  a  pincli  Ibey  ar«  able  to  rcnricr 
valuable  asaitUnce. 

Tina  pda>tly  surccrcr  moved  me  lo  by  his  peraiasions 
tbat  I  was  well  disi>oiK(I  tn  comply  with  his  request ;  but  I 
■Ud  I  wanted  rimt  to  fiiiixli  the  medals  1  was  maldn([  for  the 
Pape.  I  had  cdiilulcd  what  I  was  doinj;  atwut  them  to  him 
alone,  tteKicinil  him  to  keep  mv  secret  At  Ihe  same  time 
I  ucver  stitpped  aslciuK  him  if  he  believed  ttui  I  ilunUd  l>o 
ccunilcd  lo  my  Sicilian  Angelica  at  the  lime  apfxiintcd ;  (or 
Uw  date  «ia  dnwiuX  ne:ir,  and  I  tliuuftlit  it  striKular  Uial  I 
brard  notiiiim  about  Iter.  Ilio  necromancer  told  me  that 
It  was  quite  certain  I  should  (iud  mysctf  where  site  was, 
since  the  dcvilt  never  lircalt  tlicir  word  when  they  proniae^ 
as  tlicy  did  oii  ttuit  occasion ;  but  he  bade  mc  keep  my  e^oa 
open,  aiul  be  o«  the  lookout  ajiainst  somo  ooddent  which 
misfal  happen  to  mc  in  thai  connection,  and  put  restraint 
opoa  myself  to  endure  tomewhat  a^nst  my  inclination,  for 
he  cMtdd  dtscem  a  gtcal  and  imminent  danger  in  it:  well 
would  it  be  for  no  il  1  went  with  him  to  consecrate  the 
bonk,  since  tliin  woold  avert  the  peril  tlut  menaced  me,  and 
Woald  make  us  both  moat  fortunate. 

>  nis  iNrtiloi  at  Dm  Cninl  AmolMs  «m  shn}*  Umm  Im  «tid>«, 
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I  WM  beginning  to  hanker  alter  the  adventure  mufc  tliaa 
lie  did  ;  but  I  said  that  a  certain  Mac&tro  Giovanni  of  Castcl 
Bolognese  had  jusl  come  to  Home,  very  ingenious  in  the  art  ol 
making  medals  of  the  sort  I  made  in  stevl,  and  tliat  I  tliirstcd 
for  nothing  more  than  to  compete  with  him  and  take  the 
world  by  storm  witli  some  great  masterpiece,  which  I  ho]^ 
would  annihilate  all  those  enemies  of  mine  by  the  force  ot 
genius  and  not  the  sword.'  The  sorcerer  o»  liia  side  went 
on  urging :  "  Nay,  prithee,  Benvenuto,  come  with  mc  aiid 
ahoD  a  great  disaster  whidi  I  see  impending  over  you." 
However,  I  had  made  my  mind  up,  come  what  would,  to 
finish  my  medal,  and  we  were  now  approaching  the  end  of 
the  month.  I  was  so  absorbed  and  eRamonrcd  by  my  work 
th>t  I  tliought  no  more  about  Angelica  or  anything  oi  that 
kind,  but  gave  my  whole  self  up  to  IL 
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It  hapi^ened  one  day,  close  on  the  houi^  of  vespers,  that 
I  had  to  go  at  an  unusual  time  for  mc  from  my  hwisc  to 
my  workshop;  for  I  ought  to  say  that  the  latter  was  in  the 
Banchi,  while  I  hvcd  behind  the  Bandii.  and  went  rarely 
to  the  shop ;  all  my  business  there  I  left  in  the  hands  of  my 
partner,  FcUce.  Having  sUyed  a  short  while  in  tlic  work- 
shop, I  remembered  that  1  had  to  say  something  to  Ates- 
aandro  del  Dene.  So  I  arose,  and  when  1  reached  the 
Banchi,  I  met  a  man  called  Scr  Benedetto,  who  was  a  great 
friend  of  mine.  He  was  a  notary,  bom  in  Florence,  son  of 
a  blind  man  who  said  prayers  alxjut  the  streets  for  alms, 
and  a  Sieiiese  by  race.  This  Scr  Benetlelto  had  been 
very  many  years  at  Naples ;  afterwards  he  had  settled  in 
Rome,  where  he  transacted  business  for  some  Sienese 
merchants  of  the  ChigL'  My  partner  had  over  and  over 
•gain  asked  him  for  some  monc>'s  which  were  due  fur 
certain  Uttle  rings  confided  to  Scr  Benedetto.  That  very 
day,  meeting  him  in  the  Bauchi,  he  demanded  his  money 
father  roughly,  as  bis  wont  was.  Benedetto  was  w-alking  witli 
his  masters,  and  they,  annoyed  by  the  interruption,  scolded 

>  Gio.  OenMrfi  bid  I>eeB  'ta  At  Duk«  ol  Fttrarn'i  icnicc.  Giovio  htoiicht 
biu  to  Rome,  when  h*  wm  paltonbcti  by  (he  Ciidinali  Stiltiili  %nd  lit' 
UcdlcL  lie  made  ■  bsmui  mcilal  of  Clcnml  Vtl..  «nJ  wu  *  l*oniirickt 
MMC'ImKt.     lie  dicil  Bl  Fucnu  in  155;. 

'  11k  MS.  b*)  Fiyi :  bai  ilm  It  [>i<>ubty  a  miiiahc  ol  ibc  nuusncniifc 
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him  Bhorpty,  saying  Uicy  would  be  served  by  9omcl>otly  cl«c. 
In  otdcr  not  to  tuivc  to  Li»tcn  (o  sucti  barking.  Scr  tknedvtln 
did  ttic  licut  he  cuuld  lu  excuse  bjmseli,  swore  Uiat  he  liad  paid 
tbc  tfldtiniith,  iind  uid  he  had  no  power  to  curb  Ihe  m^c 
of  m.iilmcn.  The  Sieneu  took  his  words  ill,  and  divmisscd 
blm  un  ihc  vjnA.  Leaving  thcni,  he  ran  like  an  arrow  to  my 
•bop,  probably  to  take  revenue  npon  Felice.  It  chanced 
tint  juft  In  the  middle  of  Uie  street  we  met.  I.  who  had 
bcaixi  nothing  of  the  matter,  greeted  him  most  kindly,  accord- 
ing to  my  custom,  to  which  courtesy  he  replied  with  insults, 
Tkcn  what  the  sorccicr  had  said  llaahcd  all  at  once  apon 
my  mind ;  and  bridling  m>'sclf  as  well  as  I  was  able,  in  the 
way  he  bade  mc,  1  answered  :  "  Good  brottier  Benedetto, 
don't  fly  inio  a  rage  wrilh  me,  (or  1  have  done  you  no  hiirm, 
nor  do  1  know  anything  about  these  aJTain  of  yours.  Ilcase 
Koindfiniah  what  >'ou  have  to  do  with  Felice.  He  li  quite 
capable  ol  giving  you  a  pn>i>cr  answer :  but  Inasmuch  as 
I  know  nothing  atuut  it,  you  arc  wrong  to  abtisc  me  in  this 
my,  especially  u  jron  ate  well  aw.u^  that  1  am  not  the  man 
to  pot  up  with  tittults."  He  retorted  that  I  knew  ever>-thing, 
«nd  that  be  was  the  man  to  make  me  bear  a  heavier  load 
tlian  llial,  and  that  Felice  and  I  were  two  great  rascals.  By 
this  time  a  crowd  had  gathered  round  to  bear  the  qtMureL 
fVwokcd  by  hii  ugly  words.  I  ilooiicd  and  took  up  a  liunp 
of  mod — for  il  had  rained — and  Imrlcil  It  with  a  (jiiick 
and  unprcmcditalcd  mo\-ement  at  his  (ace.  He  ducked 
lus  bcail,  Ki  that  llie  nud  hit  him  in  ttic  middle  of  Uie  skull. 
Then  was  a  itone  in  it  with  several  sltnrp  angles,  one  of 
mUth  strddng  him,  he  felt  tlunned  like  a  dead  man ;  wlwre- 
npm  cU  tbe  bysUiidets,  seeing  tlic  great  quaiility  ol  blood, 
ludBcd  thai  be  was  really  dead. 
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\VUi\c  he  was  lUIl  lying  on  the  ground,  ami  peoiilc  were 
[itr|uiiiiK  to  cury  hira  away,  I'iMnpeo  the  icwcUcr  passed 
by.  Tlic  VofK  h.id  sent  (or  hiin  to  give  orders  ^lUiul  xmie 
jewels.  Seeing  the  (ellow  In  ludi  a  miscraMc  plight.  Ite 
aakvd  witu  had  »lriick  him ;  on  which  they  lolil  hint : 
"Bemrenulo  did  il,  but  (he  stupid  crcalunt  brought  II  down 
upuu  himself."     No  sooner  had  I'ooipeo  reached  the  l^}pe 
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than  he  began  to  spcsk :  "  Most  blessed  Father,  Bcnventrto 
lias  this  vcr)'  momriil  murdered  Tobbta ;  1  sw  it  wiUi  my 
uwti  eyes,"  On  this  llie  P<ipc  in  a  (iir>-  ordered  the  &ivemor, 
who  was  in  Uie  preKcncc,  to  take  aiid  lianu  me  at  once  in  tlie 
place  wlierc  tlie  lioinicide  had  been  couimitted,  addinj;  that 
he  must  do  all  he  could  to  catcli  mc,  and  not  appear  again 
Ixrforc  him  until  he  had  hanged  me. 

When  1  saw  the  unfortunate  Benedetto  stretched  upon 
tlie  ground,  I  thought  at  once  of  the  peril  1  was  in,  con- 
sidering tlie  power  of  my  enemies,  and  what  might  ensue 
from  Uiis  disaxler.  Making  off,  1  took  refuge  in  the  house 
of  Messer  Gio^-anni  Gaddi,  clerk  of  tlie  Camera,  will)  the 
intention  of  jireparing  as  soon  as  possible  to  escape  from 
Kome.  He,  however,  advised  me  not  to  be  in  such  a  liuny, 
for  it  mi^hl  turn  out  peihaj>s  tliat  the  evil  was  not  so  great 
as  1  imagined ;  and  calling  Mcsscr  Annibal  Caro,  who  lived 
with  him,  bade  him  go  (or  information. 

While  these  arrangements  were  being  made,  a  Roman 
gentleman  appeared,  who  belonged  to  tlie  household  of 
Cardinal  dc'  Medici,  and  had  been  sent  by  him.*  Taking 
Messer  Giov,-inni  and  me  apart,  he  told  us  that  the  Cardinal 
had  rcjiortcd  to  bim  what  the  Pope  said,  and  that  there  was 
no  way  of  helping  me  out  of  the  scrape ;  it  would  be  ttest  for 
me  to  shun  the  first  fury  of  Uie  storm  by  Hight,  and  not  to 
risk  myself  in  any  house  in  Kome.  Upon  this  gcnttcman's 
departure,  Alesscr  Giovanni  looked  me  in  the  face  as  though 
he  were  alwut  to  cry,  and  said:  "Ah  mcl  Ah  woe  is  mcl 
llicrc  is  nothing  I  can  do  to  ,-iid  you  I "  I  replied :  "  By 
God's  means.  I  sltall  aid  myself  alone ;  only  I  re«juest  you 
to  put  one  of  >*our  horses  at  my  disiiosition."  They  had 
already  sad{lle<l  a  black  Turkish  horse,  the  finest  and  tlie  best 
in  Rome.  1  mounted  with  an  arqucbuse  upon  tlie  saifdlc 
bow,  woond  up  in  readiness  to  fire,  if  need  were.'  When 
I  readied  Poiitc  Sisto,  I  found  the  whole  of  the  Bargello's 
guard  (here,  l>(.)th  horse  and  (ooL  So,  making  a  virtue  of 
necessity,  I  put  my  horse  boldly  to  a  sharp  trot,  and  with 
Cod's  grace,  being  somehow  unperccivcd  by  them,  passed 

'  tpeotilo  de'  MoSd  «m  *  Cwdiasl,  nmdh  •funii  bit  niiiml  bdlnstloa. 
When W  wcAt  SI  P»^  1'^'*  '"  Hniign  in  1531,  be  uxuaKi]  ibc  uit  in<l 
■(jric  of  •  Conilollkfe.  llts  jcalomjr  of  U*  coiula  .VIcHuidro  I«il  to  Iim 
unlJMrty  deuh  br  polton  In  153^ 

*  Tlw  (na  waa  aa  sryMtew  «  niMo,  which  luil  a  wlicd  (o  oock  lb 
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(iTcly  IhnmfCh.  Tlien,  with  all  tlie  speed  I  could,  I  took 
Uie  r^od  to  Palotntura,  a  fief  of  my  lord  Oiov»nb.iUBt» 
SaveJlo,  whetHx  I  Bcnl  the  horse  back  to  Mcsscr  GiovAoni, 
without,  however,  thinking  it  well  to  inform  him  where  I 
WM.*  Lont  Gioranbatista,  after  very  kindly  entertaining 
nw  tiro  day*,  advised  roe  to  remove  and  go  toward  Naples 
tm  the  Btonn  blew  over.  So,  providtn)^  me  with  company,  he 
trt  me  on  the  way  tn  Naples. 

While  travelling,  1  met  a  sctitptor  of  my  acquaintance,  who 
mm  tfdttfi  to  San  Germano  to  linlsh  the  tomb  of  Piero  de' 
Hedictat  Monte  Casinno.*  His  name  was  Solosmeo,  and  he 
Ipffe  me  the  news  that  on  the  very  evening  of  tlic  fniy,  Pope 
Oement  tent  oiw  of  his  chaml<crtain3  to  inquire  how  Tobbta 
WM  getting  on.  Findu^;  liim  at  work,  unliarmed,  and  with> 
out  even  knowing  anything  about  the  matter,  the  mcssciitlcT 
went  back  and  told  tfa«  Pope,  who  tumcd  round  to  I*onipco 
and  laid :  "  You  are  a  good-for-nothing  rascal ;  but  I  promiw 
you  well  that  you  have  stirred  a  snake  np  which  will  sting  you, 
aod  terve  you  right  t "  Then  he  adtlrcucd  himself  to  Cardinal 
de'  Uedici.  and  comtnlMloncd  him  to  look  after  me,  adding 
that  be  slKiuld  lie  very  aorry  to  let  me  slip  thnmi^li  hi*  Itngcis. 
Aim)  so  Soloameo  and  I  went  on  uur  w^iy  !""K<r>tC  toward  Monte 
CiMirto,  Intending  U>  pursue  our  iourncy  thciice  In  company 
boward  Naplaa 

LXVIII 

When    Solfisineo    had    Inspected    bis    affairs   at    Monte 

ino,  we  resumed  our  loureey;  and  having  come  u'ilhin 

mile  ai  Naples,  we  were  met  by  an  innkeeper,  who  Invited 

la  Itti  house,  and  siUd  he  liad  liecn  at  Florence  many  yam 

with  Carlo  Ginori ;'  adding,  tlut  if  wo  put  up  at  lits  Inn,  be 

•  A  •IHh*  I*  Om  lUfataa,  mHIi  of  TlvolL  nin* .  IhnliU  S«*HI1,  ol  ■ 
Bmi  HnwsB  hmm,  mm  •  awisto  at  wnlty  la  ih*  ISmI  Mrrln  Ul«t  i  tja 
U  I tM hs  Ml«nd  tU  swvk* or Dak«  OwkBOk  ud  dWi)  la  iifj. 

*  nib  MNlplor  «M  Antonte  SotaMo  ol  StUlMwh    TEs 
«U4  M  Don  d>'  Mo<ttd  MimmI  to  tht  ciAlkM, 
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would  treat  us  most  IdiKlljr,  for  the  mson  th^it  we  both  were 
l-loTentinei.  We  told  him  frequently  that  we  did  not  want 
lo  go  to  him.  However,  lie  kept  passing,  stimetimes  in  front 
and  sometimes  behind,  perpetually  repeating  that  he  would 
have  US  stop  at  his  hostelr>'.  When  this  bt-gan  to  bwre  me, 
I  asked  if  he  could  tell  me  anythinft  about  a  ccrt;iin  Sicilian 
woman  called  Beatrice,  who  had  a  beautiful  daughter  named 
Angelica,  and  IkiiIi  were  courtesans.  Taking  it  into  his  head 
that  1  was  jceriri);  him,  he  cried  out :  "God  send  mischief  to 
all  courtesans  and  such  as  favour  them  I "  Then  he  set  spurs 
to  his  horse,  and  ntadc  off  as  though  he  was  rcsijlvcd  to  leave 
us.  I  felt  some  pleasure  at  having  rid  myself  in  so  fair  a 
manner  of  that  ass  of  an  innkeeper ;  and  yet  I  \^'as  rather  the 
loser  th.tn  the  gainer ;  for  the  great  love  1  bore  Angelica  had 
come  back  to  my  mind,  and  while  1  was  conversing,  not 
without  some  lover's  siglis,  upon  this  subject  with  Solosmeo, 
we  saw  Uie  man  returning  to  us  at  a  gallop.  Wlten  he  drew 
up,  he  said :  "  Two  or  perhaps  three  days  ago  a  woman  and  a 
girl  came  back  to  a  house  tn  my  neighbourhood :  the>'  h;id 
the  n.imcs  you  mentioned,  but  whether  tliey  are  Sicilians  I 
cannot  say."  I  answered :  "  Such  power  over  me  has  tliat 
name  of  Angelica,  that  I  am  now  determined  to  put  up  at 
your  inn." 

Wc  Fode  on  all  together  with  mine  host  into  tlie  town  of 
Naphrs,  and  defended  at  his  house.  Minutes  seemed  yean 
to  me  till  ]  had  put  my  things  in  order,  which  I  did  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye ;  then  I  went  to  the  house,  which  was  not 
far  from  our  inn,  and  found  there  my  Angelica,  who  greeted 
me  witlt  inlinite  demonstrations  of  the  most  unbounded 
passion.  1  stayctl  wilh  her  from  evenfall  nntil  the  following 
morning,  and  enjoyed  siKh  pleasure  as  I  never  l»nd  l>efore  or 
since ;  but  wliile  drinking  deep  of  tliis  delight,  It  ooairrcd  to 
my  mind  how  exactly  on  tliat  day  Uic  ntonth  expired,  which 
had  been  prophesied  witlitn  the  necromantic  circle  by  tlte 
devils.  So  then  let  cvcrj-  man  who  enters  into  relation  with 
those  spirits  weigh  well  the  inestimable  perils  I  have  passed 
through  I 
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I  happened   to   have  in   my  pane  ,a  diamond,  which 
showed  about  among  tlie  goUlsmitlis ;  and  though  I  was  bi 
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ycmnit,  my  rcputaU«n  a«  an  able  artist  wu  so  well  known  even 
at  Naples  that  tliey  welcomed  tnc  most  warmly.  AmonK 
otliera,  I  made  acquaintance  wilh  a  most  excellent  companion, 
» jeweller,  Messcr  Domenico  Fontana  by  name.  This  worthy 
man  left  hii  shop  [or  the  Ihrcc  cl.i>'s  that  I  spent  i»  Naples, 
nor  KVCT  iiiiillcd  my  company,  but  showed  mc  many  .idmir- 
■bls  monomcnts  of  antiquity  in  the  city  and  its  neighbour- 
hood. Moreover,  he  look  me  to  pay  my  respects  to  the 
Viceroy  nf  Naples,  who  had  let  him  know  that  he  should  like 
to  tec  me.  When  I  pmiented  myself  to  his  Rxccllency, 
he  received  me  with  mtidi  honour;'  and  white  we  were 
cxchannintt  compliments,  tlie  diamond  which  1  have  men- 
tioned canght  his  eye.  He  made  me  show  it  him,  and 
pnyed  me,  11  I  parted  with  it,  to  f;ivc  him  the  refinal. 
Having  taken  tuck  the  stone,  I  onfcrcd  it  »eun  to  bis  Ex- 
ccUeucy,  adding  thai  lh«  diamond  and  I  were  at  lit*  service. 
Then  he  said  th^il  the  diamond  pleased  him  well,  btit  tliat  he 
•bootd  be  miicli  better  pteaxcd  i(  I  were  to  slay  with  him ; 
be  WODld  noke  such  term*  with  me  as  would  cause  me  to 
(cd  wHified.  We  tpokc  many  words  ot  courtesy  on  both 
■ides ;  and  then  coming  to  the  merits  of  the  diaimjnd,  his 
ISiccllency  bade  mc  without  hesitation  name  the  price  at 
which  I  valued  IL  Accordinely  1  said  that  it  was  worth 
OBcUy  two  hmidred  crowns.  He  rejoined  that  in  his 
oplnioa  I  had  not  overvalued  it ;  but  that  since  I  had  set 
H,  arwl  he  knew  me  for  the  first  artist  in  the  world.  It  wtnild 
not  make  llie  same  effect  when  ni<iuiilcd  by  another  tiand. 
To  tUs  I  nid  that  I  had  not  set  llic  stone,  and  tlul  it  was  not 
well  set ;  Its  bnlliancy  was  due  to  its  (pwn  excellence ;  and 
that  U  I  were  to  motmt  it  alrcsh,  I  could  make  it  show  for 
twtter  Ihait  it  did.  Then  I  put  my  thumb-nail  to  the  anfllea 
o4  its  facets,  took  it  from  the  nng,  cleaned  It  up  a  little, 
■ad  batided  it  to  the  Viceroy.  DdiKtitcd  and  aalonlslted,  he 
wnte  me  out  a  cheque*  lor  tlie  Iwu  hundred  crowns  I  had 
deiwandcd. 

When  I  retuniod  to  my  loditinfl,  I  found  letters  from  the 
CarduuU  do'  Medici,  in  which  be  to)d  me  to  cone  back 


rf  ViUiirMH-k.  iiul  aiKk  at  iha  I^mns  Dak*  <rf  Alva.     (I*  (vicniad  Na|ta 
!■  IWMKli  rriii.  fixn  IJ31  tmwsidk 

*  jW  Jftt  >•«*  f^ima.    A  MItHS  tra*  M  wdn  tm  MOon,  nnclleklli 
UMtel  *tik  am  tiffm,. 
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post-hasfe  to  Rome,  and  to  dismount  withotit  delay  at 
palace  of  his  most  reverend  loTxl«hip.  I  read  the  letter  to 
my  AnRehca,  who  twgged  me  with  leant  of  nffection  cither 
lo  remain  in  Naples  or  to  Lake  her  with  me.  I  repHed 
that  if  iihe  was  disposed  to  come  with  me,  I  wmild  give 
up  to  her  keeping  the  two  hundred  dncats  1  had  received 
from  the  Viceroy.  Her  mother  pereciving  us  in  this  close 
ooDvcrsation,  drew  nigh  and  said :  "  Benvcnuto,  if  you  want 
to  take  my  dauj^hter  to  Rome,  leave  me  a  sum  of  fifteen 
duaits,  to  pay  for  my  lying-in,  and  then  I  unll  travel  after 
)-ou."  I  told  the  old  harri<lan  that  I  would  very  gladly 
leave  her  thirty  if  she  would  give  mc  my  Angelica.  We 
made  the  bargain,  and  Angelica  entreated  me  to  buy  her 
a  gown  of  black  velvet,  because  the  stuff  vns  cheap  at 
Naples.  I  consented  to  cvetjthing,  sent  for  tlie  velvet, 
KtUcd  its  price  and  paid  for  it ;  then  the  old  woman,  who 
thought  me  over  head  and  cars  in  love,  begged  for  a  gown 
of  fine  cloth  fur  herself,  as  well  as  other  outlays  (or  her 
■oni,  and  a  good  bit  more  money  than  1  )iad  olTered.  1 
turned  to  her  with  a  pleasant  air  and  Kiid :  "  My  dear 
Beatrice,  are  you  satisfied  with  what  I  offered?"  She 
answered  tliat  she  was  not ;  thcrcitivMt  I  satd  that  what 
was  not  enough  for  her  would  be  quite  enough  for  me ;  and 
having  kissed  Angelica,  we  parted,  she  with  tears,  and  I 
with  laughter,  and  off  at  oucc  I  set  for  Rome. 


IJCX 

I  left  Naples  by  niglit  witli  my  money  In  my  pocket,  and 
this  I  did  to  prevent  lieing  set  u|k>«  or  murdered,  as  is  the 
way  tticrc ;  but  when  I  came  to  Sclctabi,'  I  had  to  defend 
myself  with  great  address  and  bodily  prowess  from  ae\*cral 
horsemen  who  came  out  to  assassinate  me.  During  the 
following  da>-s,  after  leaving  Solosmco  at  his  work  in  Monte 
Cassino,  I  came  one  morning  to  breakfast  at  the  inn  of 
Adanagni ; '  and  when  I  u-as  near  the  house,  I  shot  some 
birds  with  my  arquebuse.  An  iron  spike,  which  was  in 
the  lock  of  my  musket,  tore  my  ri^it  Iiand.    Though  the 

'  Pmlc  ■  Selkc,  Itrlmen  Camm  iind  Atom. 

*  AatgDi,  B-here  Boniface  VllL  wta  oaUapil  lo  llu  dolh  l>y  (he  Frcncfc 
pulisuu  of  I'hilip  Ir  ficL 
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wound  vas  not  of  any  cotiseqttcnce,  it  seemed  to  be  ao,  be- 
tauM  it  ble<1  nbuiidAnlly.  Going  into  the  inn,  I  put  my 
b'lrsc  tip,  and  ascended  to  a  large  gallery,  where  1  lotmd  a 
party  nt  Neapolitan  gentlemen  just  upon  tltc  point  of  sitting 
down  to  tjtble ;  they  had  wiili  them  a  >'oiing  woman  ol 
quality,  the  loveliest  I  ever  saw.  At  the  moment  when  I 
entered  the  room,  I  was  followed  by  a  very  brave  young 
•crving-man  ol  mine  holding  a  big  partisan  in  hi*  hand. 
The  Might  cil  ut,  our  armi,  and  the  btood,  inspired  those 
poor  gentlemen  with  wich  terror,  particularly  as  the  place 
«M  known  to  Ik  a  n«»t  of  inurdcrcrt,  that  they  n»e  from 
table  and  caUod  on  Oml  in  a  [unlc  to  protect  them.  I  began 
lo  htigh,  and  said  that  God  liad  protected  them  already,  for 
that  I  was  a  man  to  defend  them  against  whoever  tried  to 
flo  them  harm.  Then  I  asked  them  for  something  to  bind 
up  my  wounded  hand ;  and  the  charming  lady  took  out  a 
londkerchicf  richly  embroidered  with  gold,  wishing  lo  make 
a  bondage  with  it.  1  refined ;  bill  «he  lore  llic  piece  in 
half,  and  In  the  gentlest  m-inner  wrai>t  my  hand  up  with 
her  (ingcra.  Tlic  company  thus  having  regained  confidence, 
we  diiicd  tosethcr  very  gaily ;  and  when  the  meal  wma  over, 
wv  all  tniiunled  and  went  ofT  together.  The  gcnllemeii. 
however,  were  not  as  yet  quite  at  their  case;  so  llicy  left 
me  in  D»clr  cunning  to  COtctlaln  the  lady,  while  they  kcjit 
at  4  sl)ort  distance  t^ctaJnd.  I  rode  at  her  si^lc  ujMni  a  pretty 
httte  borse  o(  mine,  making  signs  to  my  ser>-ant  Uiat  he 
should  keep  wmewlial  apart,  which  gave  us  the  opportunity 
of  dtsciMsJng  tiling*  that  are  not  told  by  the  apothecanr.* 
In  this  way  I  iouroejcd  to  Rome  with  the  greatest  enjoy- 
ment 1  have  ever  hacL 

When  I  gut  to  Kome,  I  dttmuuntcd  at  the  potace  of 
Cardinal  de'  Medici,  and  having  obtained  an  audience  of 
his  moat  reverend  lordthtp,  puid  my  irspccts,  and  tltanked 
him  waniily  for  my  recall.  I  tlien  entrefttod  him  to  secure 
me  (rem  imrrisunnient,  and  even  from  a  fine  U  that  were 
ponible.  The  Cardinal  was  very  glad  to  aec  mc ;  told  mc 
to  stand  In  no  fear ;  then  turned  to  one  of  his  tcntlemm, 
called  Mc««er  Pier  Antonio  Peed  of  Sleoa,  ortlcfing  him  to 
tell  the  Itargcllo  not  to  touch  BIC*     He  then  aifccd   him 

■  nil  l^sd  pMMl  Inta  Um  mtita  tt  Cautk^  ■b'  Mafld.    Ih  ilJi  W 
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how  Ihc  man  xrasgotntf  on  whose  head  I  h.id  broken  iWtl 
the  stone.  Mcsscr  l*ier  Antonio  re|ilie(l  tlut  he  was  very 
ill,  And  that  he  would  probably  be  even  worse ;  for  when 
he  heard  tliat  I  was  coming  back  to  Rome,  he  swore  he 
would  die  to  serve  me  an  ill  turn.  When  the  Cardinal 
heard  that,  he  burst  into  a  St  of  laughter,  and  cried:  "The 
fellow  could  not  have  taken  a  better  way  than  this  to  make 
Its  know  that  he  was  Imrn  a  Siencsc."  After  that  he 
turned  to  me  and  said;  "For  our  reputation  an<I  your 
own,  refrain  these  (our  or  five  days  from  Roinc  about  in 
Uie  Banchi ;  after  tliat  go  where  jxiu  like,  and  let  fools  die 
at  their  own  pleasure." 

I  went  home  and  set  m>'5clf  to  finisliing  the  medal  which 
!  hAd  begun,  with  the  head  of  Pope  Clement  and  a  figure 
of  I'cacc  on  the  reverse.  The  figure  was  a  slender  woman, 
dressed  in  very  Uiin  drapery,  gathered  at  the  waist,  uith 
a  little  torch  in  her  hand,  which  was  burning  a  heap  of 
arms  bound  together  like  a  trophy.  In  the  background  I 
had  sliown  part  of  a  temple,  where  was  Discord  chained 
with  a  load  of  letters.  IJotmd  about  it  ran  a  legend  in  these 
wtirtts :  ClauJunlur  belli  porta.'' 

During  tlie  time  tliat  1  was  fini.tliing  this  mccUl,  (he 
man  whom  1  had  wounded  recovered,  and  the  Pope  kept 
incessantly  asking  for  me.  I,  howc^'cr,  avoided  visiting 
Cardinal  de'  klcdici ;  for  whenever  I  showed  my  face 
before  him,  his  lordship  gave  nie  some  commission  of  im- 
portance, which  hindered  mc  from  working  at  my  medal 
to  tlie  end.  Consequently  Mciiscr  Pier  Carncsecchi,  who 
was  a  great  favourite  of  Uie  Pope's,  undertook  to  keep  me 
in  sight,  and  let  me  adroitly  understand  how  much  the 
Pope  desired  my  8er\-iocs,*  1  told  him  that  in  a  few  days 
1  would  prove  to  his  Holiness  that  his  ser^nce  Itad  never 
been  neglected  by  me. 

KhvniTJ  (o  withdiaa  SicM  hgni  Ibe  Spuiiili  la  iba  FKiich  onte,  Bad  «m 
declutd  •  TcbcL 

■  'rh«  mcdil  wu  (track  (o  celcbnle  ih«  ptaoe  is  ChriUcndom  txtweca 
i5}ouii]  t^^ 

■  I'lero  LuDCsMxhi  vu  ooe  of  the  purtyrt  of  fiec-ihouelil  in  l\»\y.  1t< 
adopted  ProtcUuil  opinioci,  uid  *u  UcliciiJal  uiJ  Iwincil  in  Rome.  Au|{iul 
1S*I 
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Not  Rianjr  tUyt  had  passed  ticforc,  my  medal  being  finished, 
I  tlampcd  it  in  finkl,  silver,  and  copper.  After  I  had  shown 
It  tu  Mcuer  Pietro,  he  imincdialety  introduced  mc  to  the 
l\>pe.  It  wiis  on  a  day  in  Apnl  after  dinner,  and  the  wcithcr 
very  line ;  the  l\>pc  wa«  in  the  Belvedere.  After  entering 
Ifae  ptcwcnce,  I  put  my  medals  together  with  the  dies  of  steel 
Into  ht>  band.  He  took  them,  and  recognining  at  once  their 
maclery  of  art,  looked  Metscr  l^ero  in  the  face  and  said : 
"Tlie  ancient*  never  tiad  itich  me<Ial«  made  for   them  am 

tbCM." 

X^'hile  he  and  the  others  were  Inspecting  them,  taking  tip 
ROW  the  dies  and  now  tlic  medals  in  their  ItandA,  I  ticfrnn  to 
•l>eak  as  siibmissivcly  3«  I  was  able :  "  If  a  greater  pou'cr  had 
out  controlled  Ihc  working  of  my  inauspicious  stars,  and 
hindered  tiiat  with  which  they  \-io1enIly  menaced  mc,  yoitr 
Holtneaa,  without  your  fault  or  mine,  wotild  have  lost  a 
faithful  and  loving  servant.  It  must,  most  blessed  Tatlier, 
tie  aJIiiu-cd  that  in  lliose  cases  where  men  arc  risking  all 
opoa  one  throw,  it  is  not  wrung  to  do  as  certain  poor  and 
riinpfe  men  are  wont  to  say,  whn  (ell  us  we  must  marie 
•even  times  and  cut  ooce.'  Your  Holiness  will  rcmemlter 
b«iw  the  malicious  imd  lying  tongue  of  my  bitter  enemy  so 
easily  aroused  your  anger,  that  you  ordere<]  the  Gowmor 
la  have  nw  taken  on  the  tpot  and  hanged ;  Iml  I  have  no 
dotibt  that  when  ytxt  had  become  aware  of  tlic  irrepanble 
ad  by  which  you  would  have  wronged  youredf,  In  cutting 
off  from  you  a  letvant  such  as  even  now  your  Holiness  hath 
■bd  be  ts,  I  am  sure,  I  repeat,  that,  before  God  and  the  wtkrid, 
yoQ  would  have  felt  no  trifling  twinges  of  remorse.  KxceUeol 
and  virloooa  fathers,  and  masters  ol  like  quality,  ongtit  not  to 
let  their  arm  in  wiath  descend  upon  their  aoos  and  semnta 
with  such  lncon\idenite  haste,  seeing  that  eubeequent  re- 
pentance will  avail  (hem  nothbic.  Hut  nfiw  that  God  lias 
ovcmlcd  the  malign  InfhwDcet  of  the  stars  and  saved  me 
(or  your  Holiness,  I  humbly  twg  yon  another  time  not  to  let 
yoarselt  to  easily  be  stirred  to  rass  ifilmt  ne." 

■  AfMpMtr/avllM-vwk  A|>ra*Mb4«tMdpMil>i|ilmsMliiflkMSt 
M  MMS  BWMlitnH  lal(rf««i,  (nmi  ill*  |ic4iui  mm*  tf  icvlpluM  «■ 
r  MHtte  twlht*  ikrf  Uudi  Ihe  Main*  wO. 


I*> 


LIFE  OF  BENVENUTO  CELLINI 


The  Pope  had  stopped  froin  looldiig  at  the  medals  and 
was  now  listening  attentively  to  what  I  said.  There  were 
many  noblemen  of  the  greatest  consequence  present,  which 
made  him  blush  a  little,  as  it  were  for  shame ;  and  not 
IcnowinK  how  else  to  extricate  himself  from  this  entangle- 
ment, he  said  that  he  could  not  remember  having  given 
such  an  order.  I  chnnKcd  the  conversation  in  order  to  cover 
his  embarraemcnL  His  Holiness  then  began  to  speak  again 
about  the  medals,  and  a&ked  what  metliod  I  had  used  to 
stamp  them  so  man-ellously.  large  .as  they  were  ;  for  he  had 
never  met  with  ancient  pieces  of  that  size.  \S'c  talked  a  httle 
on  this  subject :  but  being  not  quite  easy  that  I  might  not 
t>egin  another  lecture  sharper  than  the  last,  he  praised  my 
metlals,  and  said  they  gave  him  the  greatest  sati$ifaction,  but 
tliat  he  should  like  another  reverse  made  according  to  a  fancy 
oi  his  own,  if  it  were  possible  to  stimp  them  with  two  dif- 
ferent patterns.  1  said  that  it  w.os  possible  to  do  so.  Then 
his  Holiness  commissioned  me  to  design  the  historj'  of  Moses 
when  he  strilccs  the  roclc  and  water  issues  from  it,  with  this 
motto:  Ul  bihiil  fct^utus.*  At  last  he  added :  "Go,  Bcnvcnuto; 
you  will  not  have  finisticd  it  before  I  have  provided  for  your 
fortune."  After  I  had  taken  leave,  the  Pope  proclaimed 
before  the  whole  company  tliat  he  would  give  me  enough  to 
live  on  wealthily  without  the  need  «j  labouring  for  any  one 
hdl  him.  So  I  <tevolcd  m>'self  entirely  to  working  out  tliis 
reverse  with  the  Moses  ou  it 
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Id  the  meantime  the  Pope  wa.<t  taken  ill,  and  his  phj-si- 
cians  thought  the  case  was  iLangcrous.  Aocorrlingly  my 
enemy  l)egan  to  be  afraid  of  me.  and  engaged  some 
Ne^ipolitan  soldiers  to  do  to  me  what  he  was  dreading  I 
miglit  do  to  him.*  I  had  tlicrctorc  mucJi  trouble  to  defend 
my  poor  life.  In  course  of  time,  however,  I  completed  the 
reverse  ;  and  when  I  took  it  to  the  Pope,  1  found  him  in  bed 
in  a  most  deplorable  condition.     Nevertheless,  he  received 


'  The  meiU]  commeiDanted  a  deep  well  mnk  by  CUoMnl  M  Orvjelo. 

*  llie  mesnini;  of  llili  U,  ihtt  if  ClcnieiU  ilM,  CcHInl  wmld  biTc  kMd  his 
eppMtUMlir  ot  ««nce*iKe  itndni;  the  troichy  alilch  (ii|lnw«4  •  vMaaCf  e(  lbs 
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viil^  the  srcatett  kindness,  and  wjsbed  to  ins|)ect  the 
PWf"*'  And  Uic  dies.  He  octit  (or  spectacles  aiid  liglils,  but 
was  unable  to  »cc  aiiytliiiiK  cic.irly.  Tlicn  lit-  began  to  fumble 
witii  Ilia  liij;;crs  at  thciit,  aiid  tiaviii^  Iclt  tlicoi  a  short  while, 
he  (ctdied  3  de<:p  sigh,  and  said  to  his  attciidaats  that  he  was 
mudi  concerned  about  me,  but  that  if  Uod  gave  him  Ixidc  his 
bealth  be  would  make  it  alt  right. 

Tltroe  day*  afterwards  the  I'opc  died,  and  I  w;is  lc(t  with 
aU  my  labour  lost :  yet  I  plucked  up  o>un>);e.  and  to1<l  niyscH 
that  Ibrae  medal*  bad  won  on  m  mucli  celebrity,  lliat  any 
Pope  who  waa  elected  would  give  me  work  to  do,  and  jicr- 
advciittmi  bring  roc  better  fortune.  Thus  I  encouraged  and 
pul  heart  into  myself,  and  buncd  in  obUvion  all  tlic  injuries 
wliich  [*u(npco  had  done  me.  Htcn  putting  on  my  arms 
ud  ilrdinit  my  sword,  I  went  to  San  l'ien>.  and  kissed  the 
ttet  ct  the  dead  Pope,  not  without  utiedding  leant.  After- 
wanll  1  rotumod  to  the  U.inchi  to  Irvok  on  at  the  gtcat  oom- 
moUoo  which  Alwap  luppcns  on  &uch  occasions, 

Wliilc  I  wiu  sitting  in  the  street  with  several  of  my  friends, 
I'uRipeo  went  by,  allcndcd  by  len  men  very  well  armed ;  and 
when  be  came  just  opposite,  he  sUipt>ed,  as  IhiMigli  about  to 
pick  a  quarrel  with  myMrtf.  My  coinpanions,  brave  and  ad- 
ventutuus  younj;  men,  nuulc  sigii>  [<>  me  to  dmw  my  sword ; 
but  it  ILultcd  tJirouch  my  mind  llut  t(  I  drew,  some  terrible 
tntschicf  might  rctult  for  person*  who  were  wholly  innooenL 
Tbtfcfore  1  considered  that  it  would  be  better  U  I  put  my  life 
lo  rtak  alone.  When  Pompco  bad  stood  there  time  enouiJ) 
(o  say  two  Ave  Maries,  he  laughed  derisively  iu  my  direction ; 
and  g'>iiiUofl,  hi*  fcUaws  also  huighod  aiid  wagged  their  bcndi, 
with  many  other  ioaoleat  gcsturesi  My  oonpftniont  winled 
to  begin  the  fray  at  once:  but  1  told  Ihcm  holly  tliat  I  was 
t)uitc  al)lc  to  conduct  my  quarrels  to  an  end  by  myself,  and 
that  I  hod  no  need  of  stouter  fighters  than  I  was;  so  tliat 
Mch  uf  them  might  mind  his  Itusines*.  My  frieiMla  went 
latry  and  went  off  muttering.  Now  there  waa  amoag 
than  my  dcArest  com[,4de,  iiuuod  Albertacdo  del  Bene, 
mro  brother  to  Alcuandio  and  AlbixMt  wfao  Is  now  s  very 
rkh  man  in  Lyons.  Ha  was  the  most  redoubtable  yonoB 
nan  I  ever  knew,  and  the  moat  high-apintod,  and  loved  me 
hke  UmaeU;  and  insomudi  as  be  was  well  aware  that  my 
Iwtcarance  had  not  been  inspired  by  want  at  eourage,  but 
by  tlus  moat  daring  bravery,  for  he  knew  me  down  to  the 
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bottom  of  my  n;tt(ire,  he  took  my  vrarcU  up  and  beggccl  iBC 
to  liivtiur  liim  so  far  as  to  ;i!»oa:itt;  htm  with  myself  in  all  I 
meant  to  clo,  1  rei>liecl :  "  Dear  Albcrtaccio.  dearest  to  me 
alMve  all  men  that  live,  the  lime  will  very  likely  come  when 
you  shall  give  mc  aid :  but  in  this  case,  if  y«>u  love  me,  do  not 
attend  to  mv.  but  look  to  your  own  busine^,  and  go  at  once 
like  our  other  friends,  (or  now  there  is  no  Uuic  to  lose."  These 
words  were  »ix>ki-n  in  one  breath. 


LXXIII 

In  the  meanwtiile  my  enemies  had  proceeded  slowly 
toward  Chiaviau  as  the  place  was  called,  and  had  arrived 
at  the  crossing  of  several  n>ads,  ;;oing  in  different  direc- 
tions; but  the  street  in  which  Pompeu's  house  stood  was  the 
one  which  leads  sttaight  to  tlie  Campo  di  Piore.  Some 
business  or  other  made  liim  enter  the  apothecary's  shop 
which  stood  at  the  corner  of  Chiavlca,  and  there  he  stayed 
a  while  tnnsactinK  it.  I  had  just  been  told  that  he  had 
boasted  of  the  insult  which  he  fancied  he  had  put  upon 
me :  t>ut  \k  Itiat  as  it  may,  it  was  to  his  misfortune ;  for 
precisely  when  I  came  up  to  tlie  comer,  he  was  leaving  the 
sliop,  and  his  bravi  had  opened  their  ranks  and  received 
hfin  in  tlieir  midst.  1  drew  a  little  dagger  with  a  sharpened 
e<lf;:e,  and  breaking  the  line  of  his  defenders,  laid  my  hands 
uyxm  hi.*  breast  so  quickly  and  coolly,  that  none  of  them  were 
al>lc  to  prevent  me.  llien  1  aimed  to  strike  him  in  the  face ; 
but  fright  made  him  turn  his  head  round  ;  and  I  stubbed  him 
)usl  beneath  the  ear.  I  only  gave  two  blows,  for  he  felt  stone 
dead  at  tlie  second.  I  had  not  meant  to  kill  him ;  but  as  the 
sayinfl  goes,  knocks  are  not  dealt  by  measure.  With  my  left 
hand  I  plucked  back  tlie  da)(gc<^<  ^"^^  ^''th  my  tiglit  hand  drew 
my  sword  to  defend  my  life.  However,  all  llioae  bnivi  ran 
up  to  the  corpse  and  took  no  action  against  mo ;  ao  I  went 
back  alone  through  Strada  Giulia,  considering  how  best  to 
put  myself  in  safely. 

I  bad  walked  about  three  hundred  paces,  when  Piloto 
tlie  goldsiiuth,  my  very  good  friend,  came  up  and  said : 
"  Brother,  now  tli:tt  the  mischief's  do«ie,  we  must  sec  to 
s-ning  you."  I  replied ;  *'  Let  us  go  to  Alberlaccio  dd 
Ilene's  house;   it  it  only  a  few  minutes  since  I  told  him 
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■h'liild  «oon  have  tice<i  oi  him."  Wlieii  we  amvwl  there, 
AllicrUcdo  aix)  I  cmliracir*)  with  mc^uiiiTclcts  aJfcction ; 
uiil  sooii  Uic  ubolc  flower  nt  the  >'0(iiik  men  of  the  Efanclii, 
ol  All  itations  cxce|>t  the  Milanese,  cinic  crnvvditiK  in ;  and 
each  .ind  all  made  proffer  ol  their  own  life  to  &.ivc  rniite. 
McMcr  Lui)iEi  KucclLii  ^lo  Knt  with  nuirvcUous  prumpti* 
Inde  and  courtesy  to  put  his  xrvices  »t  my  dispos.'U,  as  did 
nmny  uUier  Krent  (<ilk  of  hit  station ;  for  they  all  agreed  in 
blaninf!  my  linndn,)  ]iiil;;ing  that  Pocnixo  hail  done  me  too 
KTcat  uui  unforgirable  an  Injury,  and  nur\-cUiiiK  that  I  had 
put  up  with  bim  so  loii}^ 
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Cardinal  Comaro,  on  hearing  o(  the  affair,  despatched 
thirty  nrlihera,  vrllh  m  many  partlaans,  pikes,  and  aniuc- 
boKs;  to  btini;  me  will)  all  dite  res|>cct  to  hu  qturter*.* 
This  bo  did  unankcd  i  whercui>on  1  accepted  ttie  invitation, 
and  went  ofi  witli  tlicm,  whU«  more  than  as  many  oj  the 
younjt  men  txirc  me  com|uny.  Meanwhile,  Uetser  Traiano, 
l^]nlpc■>'ll  rcUlive  .ind  linU  diamlKrlAin  to  the  I'Ope,  ami  a 
MiUiieic  i'(  high  r.iiik  to  CardiniU  de'  Medici,  givinK  him 
news  oi  llie  Kicat  crime  I  liad  committed,  and  ctUirif;  on 
faia  most  reverend  lord^liJp  to  chastise  me.  Ute  Cardinal 
fdnrled  on  the  spot :  "  I  lit  crime  wotilil  indeed  liavc  beoD 
jCreat  U  he  had  not  committed  Ihb  lesser  one ;  tluuik  Meact 
Tniano  fnim  mc  for  Ui^'init  "^^  "'^^  information  nt  a  l.-icl  of 
which  1  liad  H'lt  licaid  before."  Then  he  Itiincd  jnil  ui 
pntence  of  tlie  noUeman  said  to  tite  BiJiop  of  Kriilh.*  hi* 
gcntlcnun  and  Intimate  aoiualntance :  "Search  diligently 
^ter  my  friend  Bcnvenulo;  I  want  to  help  and  defend 
hun ;  and  wbtito  acts  ai^inrt  him  acts  aj(ainst  mysolt." 
The  Milanese  nobleman  went  bock,  much  disconoetled, 
while  the  Ititliop  of  PruU  cunc  to  visit  me  at  Cardinal 
Cocnaro'i  palace  frcaenting  himself  to  the  Cardinal.  b« 
reblcd  how  Cardinal  de'  Medici  had  sent  for  Bcnvenoto, 
and  wanted  to  be  his  protector.      Now  Cardinal  Conian, 

*  Thtii^ait^'JtmiitHtAmmaUmMmi.    lU  I*  UmUmumI  lu  affnWlV 
CrfUai'a  tun>V«i«k  ui  mm4tria^  haawp- 

*  TUi  aw  t'lXHCMo,  tMNho  lu  rioHnsI  H«Mt>  Conunk     t(i  rrol**! 
iW  kM  la  lUIL  vMle  r^  ■  larwa.  m4  lh«  nyM|«k  «f  Drwtk  la  lUi. 
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who  liad  the  touchy  tcnij'<cr  of  a  bear,  (lew  ioto  a  nfle,  and 
told  Uie  BiMixp  tic  was  quite  as  well  able  to  defeitd  me 
■8  Catdtnal  de'  McdicL  The  Bishop,  in  rcpty,  ciiticated  to 
be  allowed  to  speak  with  mc  on  some  matters  of  lib  patron 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ailair.  Cornaro  bade 
bim  for  that  day  make  as  though  he  bad  already  talked 
K-ilh  nic. 

Cardinal  dc'  Me<lici  was  very  angry.  However,  I  went 
the  following  night,  without  Comaro's  knowledge,  and  under 
fCood  e»:ort,  to  pay  him  my  respects.  Then  I  begged  him 
to  gnuit  me  tlie  favour  of  leaving  me  where  I  was,  and  told 
htm  of  tlie  great  courtesy  which  Comaro  had  shown  me ; 
adding  Uiat  if  his  most  reverend  lortlUiip  uiffered  mc  to 
stay,  1  should  gain  one  friend  tlic  inoi'e  in  my  hour  of 
need ;  otliorwisc  his  lordship  might  dispose  of  me  exactly 
as  he  tliought  best.  He  told  mc  to  do  as  I  liked ;  so  I  re* 
turned  to  Comaro's  palace,  and  a  few  d3>-s  afterwards  the 
Cardinal  Famcse  was  elected  Pope' 

After  he  had  put  allairs  of  greater  consequence  in  order, 
tlie  new  Pope  sent  for  n>e,  sa>'ing  that  he  did  not  wish  any 
one  else  to  strike  his  coins.  To  these  wortls  of  his  Holi- 
ness a  gentleman  very  privately  ucquainlc<I  with  him,  iLamed 
Messer  Latino  JuWnale,  made  answer  lliat  1  was  in  hiding 
for  a  murder  committed  on  the  person  of  one  Pompeo  of 
Milan,  and  set  forth  whet  could  be  argued  for  my  iusti> 
fication  in  the  most  favourable  terms.'  The  Pope  replied : 
"l  knew  nothing  of  Pompco's  death,  but  plenty  of  Bcn- 
venuto's  provocation  ;  so  let  a  safe-con  duct  l>e  at  once 
made  out  for  him,  in  order  that  he  nuy  t>e  i^aced  in  per- 
fect security."  A  great  friend  of  Pomiieo's,  who  was  also 
intimate  with  the  Pope,  haiipened  to  be  thcie;  he  was  a 
Miliinese,  called  Mcsscr  Anibrogio.'  This  man  said :  "  In 
llie  first  days  of  >'our  papacy  it  were  not  well  to  grant 
pardons  of  this  kind."  The  I\)pc  turned  to  him  and 
answered :  "  You  know  less  about  such  maltcis  than  I  da 
Know  then  that  men  like  Bcnvenuto,  unique  in  their  pro- 
(enion,  stand  above  the  law ;  and  how  far  more  he,  then, 

■  Paul  III.,  elMtpd  October  IJ.  IS}4. 

■  Ijiiino  Ciovpnilc  4e'  HtBcUi  wm  •  Lalin  po«l  anil  a  nan  of  hnnuw 
taninc.  OMoh  etMcDwd  by  bit  caotcmponrics. 

*  Aaibnrio  RtoUcaiL  lie  bu  ka  matj  tcu*  (be  Uoxed  i(cr«tM)>  and 
diidantfic>£«tof  I***)  IIL 
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Wbo  Rodvcd  the  provocation  I  liave  l>c«rd  of?"  Wlica 
my  aifo-contluLt  Ititd  been  di^wii  out,  I  bci^xn  at  ouco  to 
Bcrvc  liim,  and  uiu  ttdlcd  with  tlic  iilmoAt  favour. 
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Measer  Latino  luvinalc  came  to  call  on  me,  and  gave  me 
nrdera  to  strike  ttic  coins  of  the  Pope  11iis  roused  up  all 
my  enemies,  who  began  to  look  about  bow  tlicy  should 
htiider  me ;  hut  Uic  Pope,  pcrcdving  tlicir  drift,  scolded 
tbcm,  and  insisted  Uiat  1  should  go  on  working.  I  took 
tlic  din  in  h.ind,  designing  a  S.  I'aul,  surrounded  witli  Ibis 
Uucription :  Vas  etetimnis.  Till*  piece  o(  mociey  gave  br 
iDore  tatitfaction  than  tlie  models  of  my  competitors ;  so 
that  the  Pope  fotliadc  any  one  else  to  speak  to  bim  of  coins, 
rinoe  lie  wished  mo  only  to  have  to  do  with  them.  Tbi» 
enoDaragcd  me  to  apply  m>'M;lI  with  imtroublcd  spirit  to 
the  talk;  and  Messcr  Latino  Juvinalc,  who  bad  received 
Midi  ofiSeis  from  the  Pope,  used  to  introduce  mc  to  his 
HoUoeit.  I  bad  it  much  at  heart  to  recover  the  post  tA 
itamprr  to  tlic  Mint ;  but  on  this  point  titc  Pojie  took 
■dvice,  and  tlien  told  me  I  must  tint  otitain  pardon  (or  the 
bomicide,  and  llits  1  sliimld  get  at  the  holy  Maries'  day  in 
Ansurt  tliroggb  tbe  Caporioni  of  Romc.>  I  may  say  thai 
it  b  uMial  evflcy  yew  on  this  sokmn  festival  to  ipwit  tbe 
fnedoai  of  twelte  outlaws  to  these  officers.  Meanwhile  be 
promised  to  ){ire  me  another  &afc-cofiducl,  which  should 
keep  me  In  security  tmlil  tliat  time 

Wben  my  enemies  pccceivcd  tliat  tliey  were  quite  tmable 
levlae  Die  means  of  keeping  inc  out  of  the  Mint,  they 
tesoited  to  anotbitr  expedient.  Tbo  deceased  Pomi^co  hnd 
kit  three  thousand  ducats  as  dowry  to  an  illcgiimiaio 
daughter  of  his;  and  they  contrived  that  a  certain  lavounle 
nl  Sigmir  Pier  Luigi,  the  Pope's  ton,  stiould  ask  her  hand 
in  marrioCC  through  the  mctlium  ol  his  master.*    AccortI* 


*  It  mmli  J/anh    So  iW  rctal  ol  Uw  AimmmIm  b  mIM  sI  Flofm 
KMM  dmKln  li  mU  M  Iku  4n  i»  Um  imW  Imh*  ^  *^  Vtitfa 
liiMirf  ite«ik  Ibt  tmn.    Tte  CW^mp'  <^  tUtmt  wan.  Ifts  sUmm^ 
MnbM  «ritM4tori0»  hUo  mWk  ih*  diy  «m MrUtA 

<  l-in  L^  rsraoa.  Vtid  lll.i  tMUid,  «m  MnsMOidj  amiwd  Ck» 
kiMim  bmL  ChMKk,  U«k«  of  CMtoq^  lU)^  •(  NvtMS,  Md  lady 
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irtffiy  the  tnatch  came  off ;  but  tbis  fellow  was  mi  insig- 
niticant  country  Ud.  who  had  been  brought  up  by  his  lord- 
ship ;  and,  as  folk  said,  he  got  but  little  of  the  moocy,  since 
his  lordship  laid  his  hands  on  it  and  had  the  mind  to  use 
it.  Now  the  husband  of  the  girl,  to  please  his  w-ife,  begged 
the  prince  to  have  me  taken  up ;  and  he  promised  to  do  so 
when  the  first  flusli  of  my  favour  with  the  Pope  had  [lassed 
away.  Things  stood  so  about  two  inontlis,  the  servant 
always  suing  for  his  wife's  dower,  the  master  pultiitg  him 
off  with  pretexts,  bub  assuring  the  woman  that  he  would 
certainly  revenge  her  father's  murder.  I  obtained  an  inkling 
of  these  designs ;  yet  I  did  not  omit  to  present  myself 
pretty  frequently  to  his  lordship,  who  made  show  o(  treat- 
ing mc  with  great  distinction.  He  had,  however,  decided 
to  do  one  or  other  of  (wo  things — cillier  to  tuive  me  assassi- 
nated, or  to  have  me  taken  up  by  the  Bargello.  Accordingly 
he  commissioned  a  certain  little  devil  of  a  Corsican  soldier 
in  his  ser\'ice  to  do  the  trick  as  cleverly  as  he  could  :■  and 
my  other  enemies,  with  Mcsscr  Tiaiano  at  the  head  of  thvm, 
promised  the  fellow  a  reward  of  one  hundred  crowns.  He 
assured  ttiem  that  the  job  would  be  as  easy  as  sucking  a 
fresh  egg.  Seeing  into  their  plot,  I  went  about  with  my 
eyes  open  and  with  good  attendance,  wearing  an  undcr-coat 
and  armlets  of  mail,  for  which  I  had  obtained  permission. 

The  Corsican,  influenced  by  avarice,  hoped  to  gain  the 
whole  sum  of  money  u-ithout  risk,  and  imagined  himself 
capable  of  carrying  the  matter  through  alone.  Consequeatly, 
one  day  after  dinner,  he  had  me  sent  for  in  the  name  of 
Signor  Pier  Luigt.  I  went  off  at  once,  t>ecause  his  lordship 
had  spoken  of  wanting  to  enter  several  big  silver  vases, 
t.eaving  my  home  In  a  hurry,  armed  however  as  usual, 
I  w3lke<l  rapidly  Uuough  Slrada  Oiulia  toward  the  Palazzo 
Kamese,  not  exjwcting  to  meet  anybotly  at  that  hour  of 
day.  I  bad  reached  the  end  of  tlie  street  aiul  was  making 
toward  the  palace,  when,  my  habit  t>eing  alwaj-s  to  turn  the 
comers  wide,  1  observed  the  Corsican  get  up  and  take  his 
station  in  the  middle  of  the  road.  Being  prep.v«<1,  I  was ' 
not   in   the  least  disconcerted ;  but   kept  upon    my  guard, 

Dnke  of  Punna  im]  IStccnia  Is  154J.  lie  vru  naf-lcml  al  Vuma  Iiy  b!*  1 
o*n  oantUcn  in  tit'.  I(c  n>  i  nrnn  al  lQhini>u«  tulnti,  qaite  nnfil  (ui  (he  | 
hl^  dignilie*  oonfemd  on  him. 


■lackcnfns  pace  a  little,  drew  nr:)n:r  townril  the  wiH, 
order  to  Rive  the  fellow  a  wide  bctth.  He  un  biit  sld« 
came  closer  to  tbc  wail,  and  when  we  were  nuw  within  a 
ahort  distance  oj  each  other,  I  perceived  )>y  hi)  K<-'slure9 
that  be  had  it  in  hts  mind  to  do  me  a  miadiief,  and  !tceiii|{ 
Be  alone  thus,  thought  he  should  mcceed.  AocordinKly. 
1  begta  to  speak  and  said  :  "  Brave  aoUUer,  if  it  had  been 
allht,  yoQ  might  li.ivc  said  you  had  mistaken  mc,  but  since 
It  la  fall  day,  you  know  well  enough  who  I  am.  I  never  had 
anylhinit  to  do  with  you,  and  never  injured  you,  but  should 
be  well  disposed  to  do  yon  service."  lie  replied  in  a  high- 
spirited  u-ay,  wilhnut,  however,  making  room  for  me  to  pass, 
that  he  did  not  know  what  1  was  saying.  Then  1  answered : 
**  I  know  very  well  Indeed  wtut  you  want,  and  wtiat  yon  arc 
«ytng ;  but  the  job  which  you  have  taken  in  band  U  more 
dangerous  and  dilBcult  ttian  you  imagine,  and  may  pemdven- 
lure  lum  out  the  wrong  way  for  you.  Remember  tlut  you 
have  to  do  with  a  man  who  would  defend  himself  agalost 
a  hundred ;  and  tlic  adventure  you  are  on  is  not  esteemed 
by  mcQ  o(  courage  like  yourself."  Meanwhile  I  also  waa 
looUnit  black  as  thunder,  ajid  each  of  us  had  changed  colour. 
foik  too  gathered  round  us,  for  it  had  become  dear  tlial 
our  words  meant  swords  and  daggers.  He  then,  not  having 
the  spirit  to  Lay  bantb  ou  me,  cried  out :  "  We  shall  meet 
aDirilicT  time."  1  answered  :  "  1  am  always  glad  to  meet 
bonesl  men  and  those  who  sliow  tliemsetvei  ••  auch." 

When  we  p.iMcd,  I  went  to  liis  kirdshjp's  palace,  and  found 
he  had  not  seiil  (or  me.  When  I  relumed  to  my  shop,  the 
Oonican  Informed  me,  through  an  intimate  friend  of  his  and 
mhie,  that  I  need  itot  be  on  my  guard  against  him.  since 
he  wfahed  to  be  my  good  brudicr ;  but  that  I  ought  tn  be 
BUKh  Upon  my  guard  agaitut  otliert,  teeing  1  waa  in  the 
graateit  peril,  for  folk  of  much  ootueqnence  had  swore  to 
haw  my  Ufe.  I  aait  to  thank  him,  and  kept  Uie  l<cst  look- 
oat  I  could.  Not  many  days  alter,  a  friend  of  mine  informed 
me  tlut  Signor  t'icr  Luigi  had  given  strict  ordcn  that  I  should 
be  taken  that  very  evening.  They  told  me  this  at  twenty : 
wbnenpon  I  spoke  with  some  of  my  friends,  who  advlsetl  me 
lo  be  off  at  once.  The  order  had  been  given  for  nue  hour 
■Act  aunset ;  accordingly  at  twenty-throe  1  left  In  tlie  poM 
lor  Klurence.  It  seems  itut  when  the  C^TsMitit  showed  that 
Ite  had  not  pluUt  entnigh  l<>  do  the  btniaMa  M  be  promlacd, 
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Silirnor  ^ci  Liiigi  on  bis  own  authoiity  eave  onlera  to  have 
mc  taken,  merely  to  stop  Uic  moutli  of  I'onipco's  daughter, 
wlto  wiis  aln'ays  clamoiLring  to  know  where  her  dower  had 
fiotie  to.  When  he  was  unitble  to  gratify  hci  in  this  mailer 
of  revenfiu  on  either  of  the  two  plans  tic  had  formed,  he 
IwihotiHht  him  of  another,  whidi  sliaU  be  related  in  its 
|noj>er  pLice. 

LXXVI 

I  reached  Ptotence  in  due  course,  and  paid  my  respects 
to  Uie  Duke  Alessandro,  who  Kccelcd  me  wilh  extraordinary 
lcind:tess  and  pressed  me  to  remain  in  his  service.  Tlierc 
was  tlieii  at  Floii-nce  a  sculptor  called  II  Tritmhno,  and  we 
were  gossips,  for  I  had  stood  godfather  to  his  b.'mi.*  In 
course  of  conversation  he  told  nie  that  a  certain  Giacopo 
del  Sansovino,  his  first  roaster,  had  sent  for  him ;  and 
whereas  he  had  never  seen  Venice,  and  because  of  tlie 
^ns  he  cx))ccted,  he  was  very  glad  to  go  tlicrc.*  On  his 
asking  me  if  I  had  ever  been  at  Venice,  I  said  no ;  tills 
made  him  invite  mc  to  accompany  him,  and  I  agreed.  So 
tlwD  I  told  Duke  Alessandro  that  I  wanted  drat  to  go  to 
Venice,  and  that  afterwards  I  would  return  to  5er\c  him. 
He  exacted  a  formal  promise  to  this  effect,  and  bade  me 
present  myself  before  I  left  tlie  city.  Next  day,  having 
made  my  preparations,  I  went  to  take  leave  of  the  Duke, 
whom  I  f04ind  in  the  palace  of  tlie  Vxui.  at  that  time  in- 
habited by  the  wife  and  daughters  oi  Signor  Lorenzo  Cibo.* 
Having  sent  word  to  his  Excellency  that  I  wished  to  set  off 
[or  Venice  with  his  good  leave,  Signor  Cosimino  de'  Medici, 
now  Duke  of  Florence,  reUmied  with  the  answer  tluit  1 
must  go  to  Niccold  da  Monte  Aguto,  who  would  give  me 

■  Kloeolo  de*  Pcriedl.  a  FImciuIbc,  wbo  got  iIm  nklcnamc  of  Trltnto  la  his 
bogrbood,  wit  •  tcvlMar  of  wmc  dblLncitcin.  Ht  workrd  oe  ibc  bw-nlkA  «f 
Son  Pctronio  it  Ital<<cn3,  mail  hrlncd  Mkhd  Acnulo  di  Siroa  to  tivcute  the 
Uxob  of  Adrian  \'l.  »i  Koiim.  Afttnrwdi  be  wh  cmpioytd  upon  Ibc  fculp- 
lun  of  ttM  S*Dtk  Cu*  al  Lorcto.  lie  alio  nude  B>mr  «ic(llent  bruoM-Bwh 
Uit  Ihe  Medicaa  lilU*  it  ColeUa  aad  Tclti^^  All  llirougb  hii  lUe  Tnb«Jo 
•cried  the  Medid,  uid  dnrioc  the  dm  ol  FIofcimc  in  i  uu  he  ctuutracled  • 
eoik  tnodcl  of  the  town  fm  OemcM  Vfl.     Born  14S5,  died  1550. 

*  'Itin  U  the  bmoM  ClMapo  Tuti,  who  look  hU  ariiil']!  tumuiie  frani  Ut 
MMlet,  Andrea  da  Manic  a  Suaorino.  Hit  «oiki  at  Florrnw,  Rotoc^  and 
Venice  utjvttif  hmom.     H«  died  in  tJTo,  n^nl  ninnr-'hicc. 

■  A  bmlbcr  of  Ihe  CMdiml.  lad  hinmU  Manieit  ol  Mum. 
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fifty  solden  crowns,  which  hij  Rxccllency  bwtowed  on  mc 
In  ugn  of  hit  Rood-will,  an<1  aflerw-iids  I  mutt  return  to 
•ervc  htm. 

1  ao*  the  money  (rom  Niccnld,  and  then  went  to  (etch 
Tribolo,  whotn  I  found  ready  to  start :  and  he  asked  me 
wfaotber  1  had  bound  my  sword.  1  answered  that  a  man 
on  borseback  about  to  take  a  journey  ought  not  to  bind  his 
mrord.  He  s.-\id  Uiat  Ihc  custom  was  ao  in  Florence,  since 
a  certain  Scr  Maurizio  tlicn  held  oOicc,  who  was  cariat>lc  of 
putling  S.  lohn  the  UaptisI  to  the  rack  for  any  trilling 
peccadillo.'  Accordingly  one  had  to  cany  one's  sword 
boand  dll  the  gates  were  passed.  I  laughed  at  this,  and 
»  wc  set  off,  jninintt  the  courier  to  Venice,  who  was  nick- 
named 11  Liiment'mc.  In  his  company  we  travelled  throu][h 
0ok>|ina,  and  arrived  one  evening  at  Fcrnua.  There  we 
halted  at  the  inn  of  the  Pia/za,  while  Lamentonc  went  In 
iBBrch  of  Sonne  Florentine  exiles,  to  take  tlicro  Icttcn  and 
BWtigc  I  from  tlteir  wives.  Tlie  Oukc  h;id  given  orden 
that  only  the  cmirier  might  talk  to  tlicm,  and  no  one  elae, 
under  penally  of  incurring  the  same  tiontshment  as  they  bad. 
Meanwhile,  since  It  was  a  hitic  puul  the  hoiu'  of  tweiity-two, 
TnlNtlii  .ind  I  went  to  sec  the  Duke  of  Fcmra  come  tack 
from  Iklliore,  where  he  had  been  at  a  jonatlng  match. 
There  we  met  a  nimibcr  ol  exiles,  wlio  stare<l  at  us  as 
though  they  wished  to  make  oa  spcoic  with  them.  Tribolo. 
'mhtt  was  the  most  timnroua  man  that  I  have  ever  known, 
kepi  on  n>'ing :  "  Oo  not  look  at  them  or  talk  to  Uiem,  U 
you  care  to  go  back  to  Florence."  So  wc  stayed,  and  nw 
the  Oukc  return ;  afterwards,  when  we  regained  our  inn, 
we  found  Laineiitooe  there.  After  nightfall  there  appeared 
NioenlA  Bcninlendi,  and  his  tifother  Picro,  and  another  old 
man,  whom  1  behcvc  to  have  bccit  iacopo  Nardi,*  tofictlicr 
with  some  young  fellows,  who  began  inimcdtately  to  ask  the 
CPwicr  news,  each  man  of  his  own  family  in  Florence.* 
Tribolo  and  I  kept  at  a  distance,  in  order  to  avoid  si>ciklng 
with  them.    After  they  had  talked  a  white  with  Lantentune, 

>  SttMurfik>«MMililMlQMM<JI«t,bMMsnrM|>nlni««rfadtlMatek^ 
or  nMM    V«nM  Md  8<tBl  bodi  m^k  id  U»  -  imtik  sri 
I  Is  !&•  4lMdwi|a  af  Ilk  flOkk 

tea  MtM  WM  ilH  MaiBwrt  IdMarisa  of  FIuwbm.  a  Mnaf  ttai- 
■■ftliia,  wIm  «hs  salsi  la  I]J(X 
■  I  h*»  inwteiail  dw  mH HfM  Hrfo-i/y  >tu««,  tiMMi  I  fUd  C«IUal 
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NiccolA  Benintcndi'  said:  "1  know  thoae  two  men  there 
very  well ;  what's  the  reason  they  give  themselves  such 
beastly  airs,  and  will  not  talk  to  us?"  Tritxilo  kept  beguine 
me  to  hold  my  tongue,  while  Lamcntone  told  them  that  we 
had  not  the  same  permission  as  be  had.  Benintcndi  retorted 
it  was  idiotic  nonsense,  adding  "  Pox  take  tliem,"  and  otiier 
pretty  flowers  of  speech.  Then  I  raised  my  head  as  gently 
as  I  could,  and  said :  "  Dear  gentlemen,  >'oa  arc  able  to  do  us 
serious  injury,  while  we  cannot  render  you  any  assistance; 
and  though  you  have  flung  words  at  us  which  we  ore  far  from 
deserving,  we  do  not  mean  on  that  account  to  get  into  a  rage 
will)  you."  Thereupon  old  Nardi  said  that  I  had  spoken 
Ulce  a  worthy  young  man  as  I  was.  But  NiccoI6  Benintcndi 
sliouted;  "I  snap  my  fmgers  at  them  and  the  Duke."*  I 
replied  that  he  was  in  the  wrong  toward  us,  since  we  had 
nothing  to  do  with  him  or  his  affairs.  Old  Nardi  took  our 
part,  telling  Benintcndi  plainly  that  he  uras  in  the  wrong, 
whid)  made  him  go  on  muttering  insiilt-s.  On  this  I  Kide 
htm  know  that  I  could  say  and  do  things  to  him  which  lie 
would  not  like,  and  therefore  he  had  l>ctler  mind  his  business, 
and  let  us  alone.  Once  mote  he  cried  out  that  he  snapped 
his  fingers  at  tlic  Duke  and  us,  and  that  we  were  all  of  us  a 
heap  ol  donkeys.'  I  replied  by  ^ving  liim  the  lie  direct  and 
drawing  my  sword.  The  old  man  wanting  to  t>c  fu-st  upon 
Uic  staircase,  tumbled  down  some  steps,  and  all  the  rest  of 
them  came  huddling  alter  him.  1  rushed  onward,  brandishing 
my  sword  along  the  walls  will)  fury,  and  shouting :  "  I  will  kill 
you  all  I "  but  1  took  good  care  not  to  do  ihcm  any  harm,  as  1 
might  too  easily  have  done.  In  the  midst  of  this  tumult  the 
innkeeper  screamed  out ;  Lamentonc  cried,  '*  For  God's  sake, 
hold ! "  some  of  them  exclaimed,  "  Oh  me,  my  head  I "  others, 
"  Ixt  me  get  out  from  here."  In  short,  it  was  an  indescribable 
confusion ;  they  looked  like  a  herd  of  swine.  Then  the  host 
came  with  a  liRht,  while  I  withdrew  upstairs  and  put  my  sword 
Kick  in  iU  scabbard.  L.amentone  told  >ficcol6  Benintcndi 
that  he  had  beh.i\'ed  very  ill.  The  host  said  to  him :  "  It  is  as 
much  as  one's  life  is  worth  to  draw  swords  here ;  and  if  the 
Duke  were  to  know  ol  your  brawling,  he  would  have  you 

'  Vicoolft  ItcaintetuU,  who  hail  been  i  ntmber  <jI  th«  KiR**  Itt  ija^,  wm 
eiilnl  bf  tha  Mcilid  In  !$}& 
*  Tbe  FlonMiBe  ttuc  ■■  Ai'M  tmU  Urn  it  Aita. 


Li  OOQ 


BOOK  FIRST 


IS> 


,feanfl«d.  I  will  not  do  (o  you  what  you  deserve ;  hut  take 
>'ou  never  iliuw  youncll  again  In  my  inn,  or  it  will  be 
tbo  worae  for  you."  Our  host  Ihen  came  up  to  nic,  and  when 
I  began  to  nuke  biui  my  excuses,  he  would  not  su^cr  mc  to 
my  a  word,  tnil  told  mc  tliat  he  knew  [  u'as  entirely  in  the 
htflit,  and  tude  me  be  upon  my  guard  against  those  men  uihhi 
my  journey. 
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Lxxvn 

Alter  vre  had  tuppc<l,  a  barsc-man  ap^xrarcd,  and  offered 
to  tike  us  to  Venice.  I  asked  if  lie  would  let  us  have  the 
boat  to  ounelveH;  he  was  willing,  and  so  we  made  our 
bargaia.  In  the  moniing  we  row  early,  and  mounted  our 
bones  for  (he  port,  which  is  » few  miles  distant  from  Kerrara. 
On  uriving  (here,  we  found  Niccold  Uenintendi'i  brother, 
with  three  comrades,  waiting  for  me.  They  had  Amons 
tbcm  two  lancc»,  and  1  had  bfjiiftht  a  stout  pike  in  Kerrar:!. 
Ddag  wy  wetl  armed  to  boot,  I  was  not  at  all  InKhleiied, 
M  Tribcdo  was,  who  cried :  "  God  help  us  I  those  fellows  arc 
waitinn  here  to  murder  us."  Lamentonc  turned  to  mc  and 
aid :  "  The  best  that  you  can  do  U  to  go  bock  to  Ferrara,  fiw 
1  see  that  the  affair  is  Ukely  to  l>e  ugly;  (or  Heaven's  «:dce, 
Benvcntito,  do  not  risk  the  fury  of  tlicse  m.id  l>casts."  To 
which  1  replied:  "Let  us  go  forward,  lur  GimI  1ic1|>*  Iboie 
who  liave  the  Tigtit  on  their  side;  and  ymi  sliall  ice  how  I 
will  liclp  mj-sclL  Is  not  this  txuil  emgagcd  (or  us  ? "  "  Yes," 
■aid  Lunentoa&  "Then  wc  will  stay  in  It  witliout  them, 
Hilen  my  manhood  has  deserted  me."  I  put  ■pan  to  my 
Vorse,  and  when  I  was  within  li(ty  paces,  dianouotcd  and 
matched  boldly  lonrard  with  my  pike.  Trilxilo  stopped 
behind,  oil  badcDed  up  upon  his  bons,  looking  Uie  very 
imaite  o(  (rost.  Lamentonc,  the  courier,  meanwhile,  was 
fwelhng  and  innrtins  like  the  wind.  Thai  was  his  usual 
habtti  but  now  he  did  so  more  tlian  be  was  wont,  being  in 
doabi  how  this  devUisfa  affair  woaM  terminate;  When  1 
roadbed  the  boat,  the  naitar  pwaanted  himseU  and  said  Hint 
tboaa  Florentine  gentlcracn  wanted  U>  embark  la  tl  with  ua, 
U  1  WW  wilUnit.  I  answered:  "The  boat  It  enKijted  (or  ua 
and  no  one  ebe,  and  U  flricvca  me  to  the  hcait  that  I  am  not 
ablo  to  have  their  company."  At  these  wutds  a  liravo  young 
of  the  Magaluiti  family  spoke  out ;  "  Beorenuto,  we  will 
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make  you  able  to  have  il."  To  which  I  answered :  "  If  God 
aiid  my  nood  otutc,  together  with  my  own  strength  of  body 
and  fnind,  possess  the  mil  and  the  power,  yoa  shall  not  make 
me  able  to  have  wtiat  you  say."  So  saying  I  leapt  into  the 
boat,  and  turrung  my  pike's  point  against  them,  added :  "  I'll 
show  you  with  this  weapon  that  1  am  not  able."  WisJiing  to 
prove  he  was  in  eame&t,  Maii^otti  then  seized  his  own  and 
came  toward  me.  I  s^vrang  upon  Uic  ({unwale  and  hit  him 
such  a  blow,  that,  if  he  had  not  tunib1e<l  backward,  I  must 
have  pierced  hia  body.  His  comrades,  in  lieu  o(  helping  him, 
turned  to  Sy ;  and  when  I  saw  that  I  could  kill  him,  instead 
of  striking,  I  said :  "  Get  up,  brother ;  take  ><oar  arms  and  go 
away.  I  have  shown  you  that  I  cannot  do  what  I  do  not 
want,  and  what  I  had  the  power  to  do  I  have  not  chosen  to 
do."  Then  I  called  for  Tribolo,  the  boatman,  and  Lamentone 
to  embark ;  and  so  we  got  under  way  for  Venice.  Wlien  we 
had  Rone  ten  miles  on  the  Pi>,  we  sigliled  those  >*oiuig 
men,  who  bad  got  into  a  skiR  and  caught  us  up ;  and  when 
they  were  alongside,  that  idiot  Piero  Benintcndi  sang  out 
to  me :  "Go  thy  ways  this  lime,  Benvenuto ;  we  sliall  meet 
in  Venice."  "Set  out  bdimcs  then,"  I  shouted,  "for  1  am 
coining,  and  any  man  can  meet  me  where  he  lists."  In  due 
course  we  arrived  at  Venice,  when  I  applied  to  a  brother  of 
Carduial  Comaro,  begging  him  to  procure  for  me  the  favour 
ol  t>cing  allowed  to  carry  arms.  He  adrised  me  to  do  so 
without  hesitation,  saying  that  the  worst  risk  I  ran  was  titat  I 
might  lose  my  sword. 

Lxxvni 

Accordingly  I  ginled  on  my  su'or<I.  and  went  to  vi«t 
Jacopo  del  S;insovino,  the  sculptor,  who  had  sent  for  Tribolo. 
He  received  me  most  kindly,  and  invited  as  to  dinner, 
and  we  3ta>*cd  with  him.  In  course  of  conversation  with 
Tribolo,  he  told  him  that  he  had  no  work  to  give  liim 
at  tlie  moment,  but  that  he  might  call  again.  Hearing 
tliis,  I  burst  out  laughing,  and  said  pleasantly  to  Sanso- 
rino :  "  Your  house  is  too  far  off  from  his,  if  be  must  call 
again. "  Poor  Tribolo,  all  in  dismay,  exclaimed :  "  1  have 
got  your  letter  here,  which  you  wrote  to  bid  me  come." 
Sansovino  rejoined  that  men  of  his  sort,  men  of  worth 
and  genius,  were  free  to  do  that  and  greater  thin^  besidea. 
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'nibotn  shniftfled  up  bis  shouI<len  and  muttered :  "  Patience, 
patience, "  KvenU  times.  Thereupon,  without  rcffmling  ttie 
copKua  dinner  which  San«ovino  had  given  me,  I  l(X>k  the 
part  ot  my  comrade  Tribolo,  for  he  was  Jn  tlie  riffhL  AU 
Uic  wliile  at  tabic  Sansovino  had  never  stopped  chatter- 
ias  about  his  great  achievements,  abusing  Michel  Agnolo 
■nd  the  rest  o(  his  (ellow-sculptors,  while  he  bragged  and 
vatuited  himvlf  to  the  skies.  This  had  so  annoyed  mc 
that  not  a  linKlc  mouthlul  which  I  .ite  had  lasted  well ;  bul  I 
nfnlncd  from  saying  mere  than  these  two  words :  "Mc««er 
laeopo,  men  o(  worth  act  Ukc  men  of  worth,  and  men  of 
lenjuf,  who  produce  things  beautiful  and  excellent,  tliine 
forth  for  better  when  other  people  praise  them  than  when 
they  bout  so  conrtdently  o(  their  own  achievements."  Upon 
this  h«  and  I  rose  from  UUe  blowing  off  the  steam  of  uur 
dboler.  The  same  day,  happening  to  pass  ncir  itic  ItiaJto,  I 
BWt  IVru  Denintcndi  in  the  company  of  some  men  ;  and 
perceiving  that  Uiey  were  going  to  pick  a  quarrel  uilh  me,  I ' 
liinied  into  an  apothecary's  shop  till  the  storm  tilew  over. 
Afterwards  I  learned  tltat  the  young  Magalotti,  to  whom  I 
showed  thai  courtesy,  had  scolded  them  ruundly ;  and  tlius 
Uic  aiTair  ended. 

LXXIX 

A  few  days  afterwards  wc  set  out  on  oiir  rvlura  to  FlOT* 
encc.  Wo  lay  one  night  at  a  place  on  tliis  side  CbioKi^ 
on  tha  left  hand  as  you  go  toward  Fcrrara.  Here  the  boat 
taiUtcd  upon  t>citig  ]>ald  before  we  went  to  lied,  and  in 
Ui  own  way  I  and  when  I  i>tMrr^-c<l  lh.it  il  was  tin  caMOB 
everywhere  else  to  juy  in  the  monnng,  he  answered:  "I 
Inrfst  on  being  paid  oveiuighl,  and  in  my  own  way."  I  re- 
torted that  men  who  wanted  everything  their  own  way  oogbl 
Id  make  a  world  after  tlicir  own  fasliinti,  since  tilings  were 
differently  maiuged  here.  Our  host  luld  me  not  to  go  on 
bothering  his  txaiim,  beauise  be  was  <letcnnlned  to  do  as  bo 
had  said.  Tribnio  stood  trenliliDg  with  fear,  and  nodged  me 
to  keep  (Tuirt,  Int  they  ahotdd  do  snniclhlng  wane  to  us) 
BO  we  paid  them  m  the  way  they  wanted,  and  aflerwards  we 
retired  to  rest  We  had,  I  must  admit,  (be  moat  capital  beds, 
new  In  every  partinilar,  and  as  clean  as  Ihcyooohl  be.  Never- 
Ibdcas  1  dtd  ni>t  gel  nnc  wink  ol  sleep,  because  1  kept  on 
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thinkinfl  how  I  cocild  revenge  in>-sclf.  At  one  lime  ft  came 
into  my  head  to  set  fire  to  liis  liouse  ;  at  anutlier  to  cut  the 
Uitoats  of  (our  Enc  horses  which  he  had  in  ttie  rtable  :  I  saw 
well  enough  that  it  was  easy  for  me  to  do  all  this ;  but  I 
could  not  sec  how  it  was  eas>'  to  secure  myself  and  my  com* 
paiuoo.  At  last  I  resolved  to  put  my  things  and  my  comrade's 
OD  board  the  boat ;  and  so  1  did.  Wlicn  the  towing-horscs 
had  been  harnessed  to  the  cable,  I  ordered  the  people  not 
to  stir  t>cfore  I  relumed,  for  i  had  left  a  pair  of  slippei* 
in  my  bedroom.  Accordingly  I  went  back  to  the  inn  and 
called  our  host,  who  told  me  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  os, 
and  that  we  miglit  go  to  Jericho.'  Tliere  was  a  ragged  stable- 
lH>y  about,  li.ilf  .-isleep,  who  cried  out  to  me  :  "  Tlie  master 
would  not  move  to  please  the  Pope,  because  he  has  got  a 
wench  in  bed  with  him.  whom  he  has  been  wanting  tlits  long 
while"  Then  he  asked  me  for  a  tip,  and  I  gave  him  ft  few 
Venetian  coppers,  and  told  him  to  make  the  barge-man  wait 
till  I  bad  found  my  slippers  and  returned.  I  went  upstairs, 
took  out  a  little  knife  as  sharp  as  a  razor,  and  cut  the  four  beds 
that  I  found  there  into  ribbons.  [  Itad  Uk  satisfaction  of  kiinw- 
ing  I  had  doue  a  dama{{e  of  more  than  fifty  crowns.  Then 
I  ran  down  to  the  boat  witli  some  pieces  of  Uie  Ited-co^-ers* 
in  my  potM^i,  and  bade  the  bargee  start  at  once  without  delay. 
Wc  k-id  not  gone  far  before  my  gossip  Tribolo  said  that  he 
had  left  behind  some  little  straps  belonging  to  his  carpet-bag, 
and  Uiat  he  must  be  allowed  to  go  back  for  Ihem.  I  answered 
tlLat  he  need  not  take  thought  for  a  piir  of  little  straps,  since 
I  could  m^e  him  as  many  big  ones  as  he  liked.*  He  told  mc 
1  W.-IS  always  joking,  but  that  he  must  really  go  back  for  his 
straps.  Then  he  began  ordering  tiie  bargee  to  stop,  while  1 
kept  ordering  him  to  go  on.  Meanwhile  I  informed  my  friend 
what  kind  of  trick  I  had  played  our  host,  and  showed  him 
si>cdmcn3  of  the  bed-covers  and  other  things,  which  threw 
him  into  such  a  quaking  fright  that  he  roared  out  to  the 
bargee:  "On  with  you,  on  with  you,  as  quick  as  you  canl" 
and  never  thought  himself  quite  safe  until  we  reached  the 
gates  of  Morence, 
When  we  arrived  there,  Tribolo  said :   "  Let  us  bind  oui 

*  £  i-Af  MW  A»Jaiiimj  ai  k<rjt!l9, 

*  Sargt.     S^rf*  b  Laln)ircled  MfncnttrU  dil  Itll*. 

■  Tbe  llaUan  lac  tuifo,  ^rtcp,  bu  •  duublc  aicanin£,  spoo  atiich  Cellini 
t-laji. 
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I  up.  lot  Ihc  love  o(  Orxi ;  and  pl;»y  me  no  tnor«  frf  ymir 
Riunei,  I  bcR ;  (»r  nil  ttii*  white  I've  (clt  it  thouftli  my  ruIs 
were  in  Uic  uucepan."  I  nude  antwer:  "Gossip  Thboto, 
yoQ  need  not  tie  your  sword  up,  for  you  have  never  loosed  it;" 
and  this  I  said  at  random,  liccaiise  I  ncti-er  once  had  seen  liim 
act  tbe  man  upon  Uiat  journey.  Wlien  he  heard  the  remArk, 
be  looked  at  Ins  sword  Hnd  cried  out :  "  In  God's  naiitc,  you 
speak  true  I  Here  it  in  tied,  jukI  »s  I  .-irnnijed  it  t>efore  I  left 
my  house."  My  K'^^'P  deemed  ttiat  1  hiul  been  a  had  tiavcllinK 
oompanion  to  him,  because  1  resented  affronts  and  de{en<)cd 
my*di  aicalnst  (oik  who  would  liave  dofw  us  Injury.  But 
I  deemed  that  he  had  acted  a  far  wone  part  with  regard 
lo  me  by  never  coming  to  my  assistance  at  such  pinches 
L«t  him  judRc  Iwiwecn  us  who  stands  by  and  lias  no  iieiwHuJ 
Inter  at  in  our  adventures. 


LXXX 

No  aoaswr  had  t  dismounted  than  I  went  to  visit  Duke 
i\U«inni1i«i.  and  tlunkcd  him  greatly  for  his  present  of  tlie 
fifty  crowns,  Idlinjt  his  Excellency  that  I  was  alwa>-s  ready 
lOMrvehim  acconlin)^  to  my  abilities.  He  gave  me  nrdenal 
Odoe  to  strike  dies  tor  hts  cninaite  ;  and  tbe  first  1  made  was  a 
piece  ot  Ifirty  soldi,  with  the  Duke's  bead  on  one  side  and  S.-ui 
Cosinoand  San  Uamiano  on  the  other.'  This  was  in  silver, 
and  it  Rave  so  much  utisLiction  that  the  Duke  did  nnt  hesitate 
lo  lay  they  were  the  tiest  pieces  of  money  in  Christendom. 
Tba  tame  said  all  l-1orence  and  every  one  who  mw  them. 
Con>e(]ueiitly  I  aske<l  his  Excellency  to  make  me  appoint* 
mcnts,'  and  to  grant  me  the  lodgings  oi  the  Mint  lie  bade 
mt  rcnoin  In  his  service,  and  pronn*c<)  lie  would  glvn  me  mora 
than  1  dejnanded.  Mcanwlulc  he  uid  lie  bad  eonmlMlanod 
tba  Master  of  the  Mint,  a  ccitain  Caito  Accialuoll,  and  thai  1 
misitt  goto  him  forall  the  moneythat  I  wanted.  This  I  found 
to  lie  true;  but  I  drew  my  monies  so  discreetly,  that  I  liod 
always  simiclhing  to  my  credit,  according  to  my  acoounL 

1  Ibcn  made  dies  fnr  a  giuUo,*  It  had  San  Giovanni  in 

'  Thm  wm  tb*  ipwU  paimu  el  tkt  Mcdkisu  Umilr.  Wsf  |*fri>ta> 


*  Thf  pnii*  WW  ■  col*  of  J6  ll^lsa 
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profile,  seated  with  a  book  in  his  hvitl,  finer  in  my  judgmenl 
Uian  anything  whicli  I  h;ul  done  ;  and  on  the  other  side  were 
the  armorlAl  bearings  of  Duke  Alessandro.  Next  I  made 
f]iei  tor  balf-giultos,  oit  which  I  struck  the  full  face  o(  San 
Giovanni  in  smalL  This  was  tlie  first  coin  with  a  head  in 
lull  face  on  so  Uiin  a  (mccc  of  silver  that  had  yet  been  seen. 
The  dJiTicully  of  executing  it  is  apparent  only  to  the  eyes  ol 
such  3s  are  p.i^t-mikstct^  in  tliesc  crafts.  Afterwards  I  in.ide 
dies  for  tlie  Rolden  crowns ;  this  crown  had  a  cross  upon  one 
si<te  with  some  little  chenibtm,  and  on  tlie  other  sicte  his 
Excellency's  aims. 

When  1  h;id  struck  these  four  sorts,  I  benfied  tlic  Duke  to 
make  out  my  appointments  And  to  assijjn  me  Uic  lodgings  I 
have  mentioned,  if  he  was  contented  witli  my  service.  He 
told  me  very  graciously  that  he  was  quite  satisfied,  and  that 
he  would  grant  me  my  request.  While  wc  were  tlius  talking, 
bis  Excellency  was  in  his  n-ardrobe,  looking  at  a  remarkable 
little  gun  that  had  been  sent  him  out  of  Germany.*  When  he 
noticed  tliat  I  too  paid  particular  attention  to  Uiis  pretty 
instnimcnt,  he  pit  it  in  my  hinds,  saying  that  he  knew  how 
mncli  pleasure  I  t<x>k  in  such  things,  and  adding  that  1  might 
chiH>se  for  earnest  of  his  promises  an  arquebuse  to  my  own 
liking  from  the  aimoury,  excepting  only  this  one  piece ;  he 
w;is  well  aware  that  I  shmild  find  things  o(  greater  beauty, 
and  not  less  excellent,  there.  Upon  this  invitation,  I  accepted 
with  thanks ;  and  when  he  saw  me  looking  round,  he  ordered 
his  Master  of  the  W3rdn>bc,  a  certain  l^'tino  of  Lucca,  to 
let  me  take  whatever  I  liketl.'  Then  he  went  away  with  Uie 
most  pleasant  words  at  p;irtiiig,  while  I  remained,  and  chose 
tlie  finest  and  tiest  ar(|ucbuse  I  ever  saW|  or  ever  had,  and 
took  it  back  with  me  to  home. 

Two  days  aftcnvard  I  brought  some  drawings  which  his 
Excellency  had  commissioned  for  gold-work  he  wanted  to 
give  his  wife,  who  was  at  thai  time  still  in  Naples.'  I  again 
atkcd  him  to  settle  my  alTairs.  Then  his  Excellency  told  me 
that  he  should  hke  me  first  to  execute  the  die  of  his  portrait 
in  fine  style,  as  I  had  done  for  l>»pe  Clement.  I  t>cgan  it  in 
wax  ;  and  tlie  Duke  gave  ordera,  white  I  was  at  work  upon  it, 

*  SeealjoTc,  p.  tl8.  Tat  tlie  richt  in«uun|[  of  •udrolic. 

*  Ueuet  Ftancoco  of  l.uoca,  mmtnwil  11  IVeiioa. 

'  Mwpwci   iif  Auttiia.  nuutal  cbi^hter  lo  Qurlei  V.,  wu  xmitnaUj 
vafritd  tfi  ISjA  to  Akuaadiodc'  MedkL 
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ihat  wbeoefcr  I  went  In  Like  his  ]M>rlnut,  1  ihould  he 
adaitted.  IVrceivlDit  that  I  h-id  a  kn^thy  piece  ol  btisincas 
on  ny  hantU,  I  sent  for  a  ccrLoiu  Pietro  I^scjIo  (rmn  Munlc 
RUondo,  in  the  Koman  Oistrit;!.  who  liaJ  tKcn  with  nic  iroin 
hit  Ixtyhood  id  Rome'  1  lound  him  with  un«  Ucrnardo- 
mccio.*  a  Koldsmith,  who  did  not  treat  hint  wdl ;  to  I 
bnmiiht  him  away  irum  there,  and  taught  him  minutely 
bow  to  strike  coinH  from  IhoHc  dies.  Meanwhile,  I  went  on 
nakJQft  the  Dukc'i  pcntrait ;  and  oflcnlimcs  I  found  him 
tttrrinn  oiler  diiKier  with  Ihat  Lorenzino  of  his,  who  after- 
muda  muiUcicd  him.  and  no  other  company;  and  mucli  I 
aun-cllMl  that  a  Duke  of  Uial  tort  showed  such  conAdcnce 
■bout  hia  safety.* 


LXXXl 

It  happened  at  this  time  Ihat  Otiariano  de'  Medjd.*  wlio 
to  all  apjicaranccs  had  Kd  the  guvcniincnl  <>l  cirerytliiufl  in 
his  own  tiaiidi,  (avi>ured  lite  old  Master  ol  the  Mini  aifiiiist 
tlM  Oukc's  will.  11ib  man  was  called  RaatJano  Ccnnlni,  an 
utiat  n(  Uic  aiiti(|iulc<l  achool,  and  of  httlc  skill  in  his  crafL* 
OttAviaoo  mixed  his  stupid  dies  with  mine  in  the  cotiugc  o4 
crown- pteoea.  1  complained  of  this  to  the  Duke,  who,  when 
be  saw  bow  the  matter  stood,  toiik  it  vciy  ill,  and  uid  lu  mo : 
"Go,  tcD  this  to  Ottaviano  dc'  Medid,  and  aliuw  him  how  it 
is."*  I  lu*t  no  tlnw :  and  when  I  bad  pointed  out  the  injury 
tliat  had  been  dotw  to  my  fine  coins,  Im  auswcrcd,  like  tlie 
donkey  tlial  he  vnu :  "  We  cbooM  to  hare  it  so."  I  icplicd 
liiat  it  oui[ht  not  to  be  au,  and  that  I  did  not  cbooas  to  have 
it  BO.  He  aaid  :  "  And  if  the  Duke  hkct  to  have  il  so  ?  "  I 
answered  ;  "It  would  not  suit  me,  for  tlie  IhinK  is  ocithei 
foM  uor  teasunaUe."     He  told  me  In  take  myscU  off,  and 

•  riMra  rMobGaUcMU,  MKh  mlwi  l>f  Vaari  ba  M»  arlklk  MO. 

•  PertMH  UmaMU  SalMiU 

■  TU>  H  Ih*  fawHU  Tmsm  BniM  wha  manktvi  AltMaAdroL  lU  wm 
Ti  !■•  '  (n*  Lorma  iV  M««el,  iIh  Uothst  a(  Corfwo,  /VMr  AfrW.  mhI 
lb«  «Mfa  ol  LofMM  tte  UftUtmL 

•  TUi  CNtnlMM)  »a*  M  JmowW  fata  Mm  CmIm  or  Urawe  dt* 
Madkt,  twi  6«M  so  cUn,  dMcb  1ms  llMiriaM,  bnadi  «f  tba  inm  laa■ll^ 
lb  MiiW  PiaMwa  Sahbll.  ibt  mm  W  Doka  CWImi.    TlM«gh  ■  graM 

of  IIm  aiti  anil  ■•  iMlMaH  fiknd  ul  M.  A.  •MNanvtk  to  oaa  m« 


■upriai,  miiw  *a  lik  wtil*  of  ataca. 
■OriM  |«alM  lkl«  MM.  bo«n«i.  ta  tto  pnfcw  te  Iht  Or^fbtMm. 
■  ifc»^MM.    nk  k  inhtiii  (^altilrai  u  mmlmtH>f*- 


IS" 


LIFE  OF  DENVENUTO  CELLINI 


that  I  should  have  to  swallow  it  in  lliis  way,  even  if  1  bunt. 
Tltcti  I  returned  to  the  Duke,  and  rebted  Ute  whole  unplea* 
sanl  conversation  between  OlUvlano  de'  McdJci  ami  mc, 
entreating  his  Excellency  not  to  allow  the  line  coins  which 
I  had  made  for  him  to  be  ^wiled,  and  begging  for  pennl»' 
sion  to  leave  Florence.  He  replied :  "Ottaviano  Is  too  pre- 
suming :  you  shall  have  what  you  want ;  for  this  is  an  injmy 
offered  to  m>-self." 

That  very  day,  which  was  a  Thursday,  I  received  from 
Kome  a  full  safe-conduct  from  tlie  Pope,  with  adWcc  to  go 
there  at  once  and  get  the  pardon  of  Our  Lady's  feast  in  mid- 
August,  in  order  that  1  might  clear  mj'self  from  the  penalties 
att-ichtng  to  my  homicide.  I  went  to  the  Duke,  whom  1 
found  in  bed,  for  they  told  me  he  was  suffering  the  con- 
sequence of  a  debauch.  In  tittle  more  tlian  two  hours  I 
linidied  what  was  wanted  for  his  waxen  medal ;  and  when  I 
showed  it  him,  it  pleased  him  extremely.  Then  I  exhibited 
the  safe-conduct  sent  me  at  the  order  of  the  Pope,  and  told 
htm  bow  his  Holiness  liad  recalled  me  to  execute  certain 
pieces  of  wortc ;  on  this  account  I  should  tike  to  regain  my 
footing  in  the  fair  city  of  Rome,  which  would  not  prevent 
my  attending  to  his  medal.  The  Duke  made  answer  half 
in  anger :  **  Benvenuto,  do  as  I  desire :  stay  here ;  I  will 
provide  for  your  appointments,  and  will  give  you  the  lodgings 
in  the  Mint,  with  much  more  tlian  you  could  ask  for,  because 
your  requests  are  only  just  and  reasonable.  And  who  do  you 
think  will  be  able  to  strike  the  beautiful  dies  which  you  have 
made  for  me  J"  Then  I  said:  "IkJy  lord,  I  have  thought  oj 
everything,  for  1  have  here  a  pupil  of  mine,  a  yotmg  I^oman 
whom  1  have  taught  the  art ;  he  will  serve  your  Excellency 
verj-  well  till  I  return  with  >'our  medal  finished,  to  remain  for 
ever  in  your  scr\-icc  I  have  in  Rome  a  sliop  open,  with 
journeymen  and  a  pretty  business :  as  soon  as  I  have  got  my 
pardon,  J  witt  leave  all  tlie  devotion  of  Rome '  to  a  pu)Hl  of 
mine  there,  and  will  come  back,  with  your  Excelleticy's  good 
pennission,  to  you."  During  this  conversation,  the  Lorenztno 
de*  Medici  whom  I  liavc  above  mentioned  was  present,  and 
no  one  else.  The  Duke  frequently  signed  to  him  that  be 
sliould  join  in  pressing  me  to  stay ;  but  Lorenzino  never  said 

'  Tutu  la  A'kmiViw  iA  Ktma.  Il  ii  not  very  <l«t  wlut  thii  eudljr  bkciml 
Pafha^  "all  ih«  kHcclkn  uul  ttreKOoe  1  lum  fat  tiM  ciljr  o(  Rone,"  <h 
mniy  *'all  ay  usi  iu  Koaw.' 
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anytliinf!  except :  "  Bcnvcnuto,  yoii  woulil  do  better  to  re- 
atdn  where  you  arc."  I  answered  that  I  wanted  by  all 
aaeans  to  regain  my  hold  on  Rome.  He  made  no  reply,  but 
continued  eyeing  the  Duke  with  vcn'  evil  glances.  Wlicn 
I  bad  finished  the  medal  to  my  htdng.  and  sl)ut  it  in  its  little 
boi,  I  said  to  the  Duke :  "  My  lord,  piay  let  me  have  your 
Oood'wUl.  (or  I  will  make  you  a  much  Bner  medal  than  tbe 
one  I  made  for  Pope  Clement.  It  is  only  reasonable  that 
I  tliouUl,  dnce  that  was  tlie  first  I  ever  made.  MesKr 
Lorento  here  will  givo  me  aome  csqtusitc  icvcr^,  ai  he  it 
■  penon  leamed  ind  oi  the  greatest  Kcniui."  To  these 
words  Ltirenzo  suddenly  made  answer :  "  1  have  l>een  tliink- 
Ing  of  nothing  else  but  how  to  give  you  a  reverse  worthy  of 
bis  Excellency."  Tbe  Duke  lauf^lied  a  little,  and  lookins 
at  Lorenzo,  said :  "  LorenjEo,  you  sliall  give  him  the  reverse, 
and  be  shall  do  it  here  and  shall  not  go  away."  Lorenzo 
look  him  up  at  once,  saying :  "  I  will  do  il  as  quickly  u  I  can, 
and  I  bope  la  do  something  that  shall  iii^c  the  whole  world 
wonder."  The  Duke,  who  held  him  sometimes  for  a  fool 
sad  •omettmcs  (or  a  coward,  turned  about  in  bed,  and 
Ltuglicd  at  his  brasging  words.  I  took  my  leave  without 
further  ceremony,  and  left  them  tloofl  together.  The  Duke, 
who  did  not  believe  that  I  waa  ftally  going,  ttid  nothing 
luitlier.  Afterwards,  when  lie  knew  that  I  was  gfiic,  he  sent 
Mte  <i(  Itis  senranla,  who  cauglit  mc  up  at  Siena,  and  gave  me 
6lty  golden  ducats  with  a  message  from  the  Duke  that  I 
thuuld  lake  and  use  them  (or  his  nke,  and  should  return  aa 
•uOB  m  poniblc;  "and  from  Hcaaer  Lomuo  I  have  to  tell 
you  that  be  b  p(«paring  an  admirable  nvrne  (or  (hat  medal 
wtiich  you  want  to  make."  I  liad  Iclt  (uU  ditecti<ms  to  I'etro 
Hvalo,  tlte  Roman  above  menUooed,  bow  lie  had  to  uie  tbe 
diet ;  but  as  it  waa  a  very  delicate  aJTaJr,  he  never  quite 
succeeded  in  employing  tbcnL  I  remained  creditor  to  (lie 
Uinl  In  a  matter  of  more  than  seventy  crowns  uq  account  of 
dies  supplied  by  me. 
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On  the  journey  to  Rome  I  carried  with  me  that  hand* 
■one  aT(|uebuse  which  tbe  Duke  gave  me  ;  and  very  much  to 
my  own  pleasuie.  I  uwd  it  tevml  limes  by  the  way.  pei^ 
loaning  incredible  leaU  by  means  ol  iL    Tbe  Utile  house   1 
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had  in  Stnitta  Giiilia  wan  not  ready ;  an  I  dismounted  at  tbc 
bouse  of  Messcr  Giovanni  Gaddi,  clerk  uf  the  Camera,  to 
whose  keeping  I  had  committed,  on  leaving  Rome,  many  oi 
my  arms  and  utiier  tilings  I  cared  for.  So  1  did  not  choose 
to  alight  at  my  shop,  but  sent  for  Felice,  my  partner,  anil 
got  bicn  to  put  my  little  dwelling  forthwitli  into  excellent 
order.  The  day  foUotting.  I  went  to  sleep  there,  after  w-ell 
providing  myself  with  clothes  and  all  things  requisite,  since 
I  intended  to  go  and  Ih.ink  the  Pope*  next  morning. 

I  had  two  young  serving- Utds,  and  Iwneath  my  lodgings 
lived  a  bundtess  who  cooked  extremely  nicely  for  me. 
That  evcninff  I  entertained  several  friends  at  supper,  and 
having  passed  Uie  time  uith  great  enjo)'menl,  betook  my* 
self  to  bed.  The  ni^ht  had  h;irdly  ended,  indeed  it  wat 
more  than  an  hour  Ix-fore  daybreak,  when  i  heard  a  furious 
knocking  at  the  hi>usc-duor,  stroke  succeeding  stroke  with- 
out a  moment's  pause.  Accordingly  I  called  my  elder 
ser\-ant,  Cencio'  (he  wax  the  man  I  took  into  Uic  necro- 
mantic circle),  and  bade  him  go  and  see  who  tlie  madman 
was  that  knocked  so  bnitilly  at  tltat  hour  of  tlie  night 
While  Cendn  was  on  this  errand,  I  liKhte<l  another  lamp, 
for  I  .ilw;i>'3  keep  Mie  by  me  at  night;  then  I  nu<1e  haste 
to  \vtsa  an  excellent  coat  of  ui^iil  over  my  sliirt,  atid  almve 
tliat  some  clothes  which  I  caught  up  at  random.  Cencio 
returned,  exclaiming  :  "  Heavens,  master  I  it  b  the  BargeUo 
and  all  his  guard  ;  and  he  saj-s  that  if  you  do  not  open  at 
oocc,  he  will  knock  llic  door  down.  They  have  torcbca,  and 
a  Uioiisand  things  bi.-£idcs  with  tliem  I"  I  answered  :  "TcU 
them  that  I  am  htuldling  my  clothes  on,  and  will  come  out 
to  them  in  my  shirt."  Supposing  it  was  a  trap  laid  to 
murder  me,  as  had  before  l)een  done  by  Signor  Pier  Luigi, 
I  seized  an  excellent  d-igger  with  my  right  hand,  and  with 
the  left  I  took  tlie  safe-conduct ;  tlien  I  ran  to  the  back- 
window,  wliicli  looked  out  on  garden.*,  and  there  1  saw  more 
than  ttiirty  constables;  wherefore  I  knew  that  I  could  not 
escape  upon  tliat  side.  I  made  tlie  two  tads  go  in  front, 
and  told  them  to  open  tlic  door  exactly  when  I  gave  the 
word  to  do  so.  Tlien  taking  up  an  attitude  of  defence,  with 
the  daf<ger  in  my  right  hand  and  the  safe-conduct  in  my 
left,  I  cried  to  tlie  lads  :  "  Have  no  fear,  but  open  I "     llic 
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BirgeUo,  Villorio,  and  the  officers  sprnig  iamlc  at  nfic«, 
thinking  they  could  easily  lay  hands  upon  ntc :  but  when 
they  tiw  me  prepared  in  tlut  way  to  receive  them,  tfaey 
(ell  back,  exclaiming :  "  \Va  have  a  scrioui  job  on  hand 
bcrc  I"  Then  1  threw  the  tafe-coodud  to  Uicm.  and  said  : 
"  Head  that  I  luid  Ntnce  you  cannot  seize  me,  1  do  not  mean 
that  you  shall  touch  me."  The  BargcUo  upon  this  ordered 
some  of  his  men  to  arrest  me,  saying  he  would  look  to  the 
safe-conduct  later.  Tb'ercal  1  presented  my  arms  boldly. 
CiUtog  akiad  :  "  Let  God  detciid  the  right  I  Either  I  shall 
etetpe  your  hands  alive,  or  be  taken  a  dead  corpse  I "  The 
room  wu  cnunmcd  with  men ;  they  made  as  though  they 
would  mort  to  violence ;  I  stood  upon  my  gturd  against 
tbem ;  so  tint  the  Baigello  saw  he  would  not  be  able  to 
have  me  except  in  tlie  way  I  said.  Accordingly  he  called 
his  clerk,  and  while  the  sale-conduct  was  bdjift  read,  he 
showed  by  signs  two  or  tlirec  Umei  that  he  meant  to  have 
me  secured  by  Itis  officers  ;  but  this  bad  no  efici:t  of  Uiaking 
oqr  dotaaiaalioD.  At  last  Uiey  gave  up  the  iittcmpt,  llitew 
my  H^feaoduct  on  the  ground,  and  went  away  without 
their  pciie. 

Lxxxni 

When  I  returned  to  bed,  1  (cit  so  aglutcd  that  t  cowU 
not  net  ti)  sleep  again.  My  mind  was  made  up  to  let  blood 
M  soon  as  day  broke.  However,  I  asked  adidoe  at  UcHor 
Gatldi,  and  he  referred  to  a  wretched  doctor- fellow  ho 
employed,'  who  askod  me  if  1  had  been  IrightCDcd  Now, 
lost  ooomler  what  a  jndidous  doctor  tlib  was,  after  I  had 
tturatcd  an  occurrence  of  that  gravity,  to  ask  me  such  a 
quotton  1  He  was  an  empty  fribblcr.  who  kept  perpetually 
hugblag  about  nothing  at  alL  Simpering  and  aniggering. 
then,  be  bade  me  drink  a  gotxl  cup  of  Greek  wine,  keep 
ny  spirits  np,  and  not  tie  frightened.  Ucsser  Giovanni, 
however,  said :  "  Uaster.  a  nuu  of  bronice  or  mart>le  might 
be  frightened  in  such  drttmitance*.  How  much  more  tme 
of  Beiii  aitd  Uood  I "  The  quack  rcepoadod :  "  UonsigDor, 
w«  are  not  all  made  after  the  mate  pattcni ;  Ihia  fdlow  ia 
no  nan  of  bronxe  uc  marble,  but  of  pore  troo."     Tlten  be 
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gave  one  of  his  mcaningtess  laughs,  and  putting  his  fingen  oa 
my  wHst,  said :  "  Fe«)  here ;  this  is  not  it  mait's  pulse,  but 
a  lion's  or  a  dragon's."  At  this,  1,  whose  blood  was  thtunp- 
ing  in  my  veins,  probal)ly  far  beyond  anything  which  that 
fool  of  a  doctor  had  learned  from  his  Hippocrates  or  Galen, 
knew  at  once  how  serious  was  my  situation ;  yet,  wishing 
not  to  add  to  my  uneasiness  and  to  the  harm  I  had  already 
taken,  I  made  show  of  being  in  good  spirits.  While  this 
was  happening,  Mcsscr  Gio\'anm  tiad  ordered  dinner,  and 
we  all  of  us  sat  down  to  eat  in  company.  1  remembered 
that  Mcsscr  Lodorico  da  Fano,  Messer  Antonio  Allt^ietti, 
Messer  Giovanni  Greco,  all  of  them  men  of  the  finest  schotar- 
sbip,  and  Messer  Annibal  Caro,  wtm  was  then  quite  young, 
were  present.  At  table  the  convereation  turned  entirely 
upon  my  act  of  daring.  Tliey  insisted  on  hearing  the 
whole  story  over  and  over  again  from  my  apprentice  Cencto, 
who  was  a  youth  of  superlative  talent,  tiravery,  and  extreme 
personal  beauty.  Each  time  that  he  described  my  tniculent 
behaviour,  tlirowing  himself  into  the  attitudes  I  had  asstimed, 
and  repeating  the  words  which  I  had  used,  he  called  up  some 
fresh  detail  to  my  memory.  They  kept  asking  him  if  he 
had  been  afraid  ;  to  which  he  answered  that  they  ought  to  ask 
me  if  I  bad  t>ccn  afraid,  because  be  felt  precisely  the  same 
as  I  bad. 

All  this  chattering  grew  irksome  to  me ;  and  since  I  still 
felt  strongly  agitated,  1  rose  at  last  from  table,  «a>-ing  that 
I  wanted  to  go  and  get  new  clothes  of  blue  silk  and  stuff 
for  him  and  me  ;  adding  th.it  I  meant  to  walk  in  procession 
after  four  days  at  the  feast  of  Our  Lady,  and  meant  Cencio 
to  carry  a  white  lighted  torch  on  the  occasion.  Accordingly 
I  took  my  leave,  and  had  the  blue  clolli  ctit,  together  with 
a  handsome  jacket  of  blue  sarcenet  and  a  little  doublet  of 
the  same  ;  and  I  had  a  similar  jacket  and  waistcoat  made  for 
Cencio, 

When  these  things  had  been  cut  out,  I  went  to  see  the 
Pope,  who  told  me  to  speak  with  Messer  Ambruogio ;  for 
he  had  given  orders  that  I  should  execute  a  large  piece  of 
golden  plate.  So  1  went  to  find  ^(csscr  Ambruogio,  who 
had  heard  the  whole  of  the  affair  of  the  BargcUo.  and  had 
been  in  concert  with  my  enemies  to  bring  me  back  to  Rome, 
and  had  scolded  the  Bargcllo  for  not  la\-ing  bands  on  me. 
The  man  eicused  himself  by  saying  that  he  could  not  do 
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•0  In  the  Eace  ot  the  safe-conduct  which  I  held.      Uetsei 

Anibn>ogio  now  bcKan  to  talk  about  tlie  I'opc's  coimniBsion. 
■nd  back  me  nuke  tlrawinfis  far  It,  uyinK  that  the  bujnen 
Aoold  be  put  at  once  in  tmii.  Mcinwhile  the  ieait  of  Our 
Lady  came  round.  Now  it  is  the  custom  for  lho»c  who 
let  a  pardon  upon  this  occasion  to  glre  themselves  up  to 
prtoon :  In  order  to  avoid  doins  which  I  rctufT>cd  to  tlte 
Pop«,  and  told  lus  Holiness  that  I  u-na  very  uDWillinK  to  so 
to  prbon,  and  that  I  begged  him  to  gr»it  nie  the  l3\'our  of 
ft  diapcnBation.  The  I*ope  answered  tlial  such  was  the 
coMom,  and  that  1  must  follow  it  11icteu]Mi«i  1  fell  attain 
upon  my  knees,  and  thanked  him  (or  the  wfc-oonduct  Ita 
bad  sivcn  me,  saying  at  the  same  time  that  I  should  go  back 
with  it  to  serve  my  Duke  in  Florence,  who  wa*  wailing  for 
aw  w  impatiently.  On  hearing  this,  tlie  Pope  turned  to 
one  of  his  oonhdcntJal  servants  and  said  :  "  Let  Bcnvcnuto 
get  Us  grace  witliout  the  priaon,  and  sea  tbftt  his  mol§ 
pnprio  u  made  out  in  due  form."  As  Booa  ai  tbo  doctt' 
ment  had  hcvn  dr»wn  up,  his  Holiness  signed  it ;  It  was 
then  ivgislcrcO  at  the  Capitol ;  afterwards,  upon  the  day 
■(ipatoted,  I  walked  in  procession  very  honourably  between 
two  gentlemen,  and  so  got  clear  at  lasL 
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Poor  days  had  passed  when  I  was  albcked  with  violrat 
lever  attended  by  extreme  cx>ld  ;  and  taking  to  my  bed,  I 
a*de  my  mind  up  that  I  wm  rare  to  di«.  I  had  tb«  first 
doclon  of  Rome  called  in,  amoag  whom  WM  FnoooMO  da 
Norda,  a  pbpidan  ol  |p«at  age,  and  ol  Um  best  repute  tn 
Roota'  I  told  ihem  whit  I  beUercd  to  be  tlie  cause  ok 
ay  illnei^  and  said  Uut  I  had  wished  to  let  blood,  but  tfuU 
1  had  been  advised  againa  it ;  and  if  it  waa  not  too  late, 
I  begged  them  to  bleed  me  now.  Uacitn  Kranccaco  ai»> 
■weird  thai  it  would  not  be  well  fof  ntc  to  let  bltnd  then, 
but  that  if  I  bad  done  n  before,  1  should  ha%-e  cacaped 
wilbout  miscliief ;  at  preaeat  tl>ey  wodd  have  to  treat  the 
aie  witfa  otticr  reroedtca.  So  they  bqpa  to  doctor  OM  m 
eaergetioJly  as  they  were  able,  whQc  I  grew  doOy  worae 
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and  worse  so  rapidly,  that  after  eight  days  the  physicians 
despaired  of  my  life,  and  said  tliat  I  might  be  indulged  in 
any  whim  1  liad  to  make  me  connfortable.  Maestro  Fran- 
cesco added :  "  As  long  as  there  is  breath  in  him,  call  me 
at  all  hours ;  for  no  one  can  divine  whnt  Nature  is  able  to 
work  ill  a  young  man  of  tliis  kind ;  moreover,  if  he  should 
lose  consciousness,  administer  these  five  remedies  one  after 
the  other,  and  send  for  me.  (or  I  will  come  at  any  hour  of 
the  night ;  I  would  rather  save  him  than  any  of  the  cardinals 
in  Komc." 

Every  day  Messer  Gioranni  Gaddi  came  to  see  me  two 
or  three  times,  and  each  time  he  took  up  one  or  other  oC^I 
my  handsome  fowhiig-pieces,  coats  of  mail,  or  swords,  u^QffS 
words  like  tliese :  "  That  is  a  handsome  thing,  that  othcx 
is  still  handsomer ;"  and  likewise  with  my  models  and  other 
trifles,  so  that  at  bst  he  drove  me  wild  witli  annoyance. 
In  his  company  cime  a  certain  Maltio  Franzesi;'  and  this 
man  also  appeared  to  be  waiting  impatiently  for  my  death, 
not  tadeed  because  he  would  inherit  anj'thtng  from  me,  but 
because  be  wished  for  what  his  master  seemed  to  have  so 
mucli  at  heart  fl 

Felice,  my  partner,  was  alwa}*!  at  my  side,  rendering  the^ 
greatest  services  which  it  Is  possible  for  o«e  man  to  give 
another.     Nature  in  mc  was  utterly  debilitated  and  undone  ; 
1  had  not  strength  enough  to  fetch  my  brcatli  back  if  it  left 
me ;  and  >xt  my  brain  remained  as  clear  and  strong  as  it 
had  been  before  my  illness.     Nevertheless,  although  I  kept^ 
my  consdousncs,  a  terrible  old  man  used  to  come  to  mj^fl 
bedside,  and  make  as  though  he  would  drag  me  by  foroe^ 
into  a  huge  boat  he  had  with  bim.    This  made  me  call  out 
to  my  Felice  to  draw  near  and  chase  that  malignant  old 
man  away.     Felice,  who  loved  mc  most  affcctioii.-ttcty,  ran 
weeping  and    crying :  "  Away  with   j^ju,   old   traitor ;  you 
are  robbing  me  of  all   tlie   good    I    have   in   this  world." 
Messer  Gio\'anni  Gaddi,  who  was  present,  then   began   to 
say :  "  The  poor  fellow  is   delirious,  and   has   only  a   few 
hours   to   live."     His   fellow,  Mattio   Franzest,   remarked : 
*■  He  has  read  Danlc,  and  in  the  prostration  of  his  sickness 
this  apparition   has   appeared    to   him;"'   then   he   added 

'  FnoMii  wu  m  clcrci  Iialiu  poet.     Hi*  bsilaqiM  CaplMll  uc  painted 
■Jth  Ihoce  of  Bemi  uid  odien. 
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"  Amy  with  yoa,  old  nucal,  and  don't  bother 

cnr  (rlcnd  Benventito."  When  I  saw  tliat  they  were 
making  lun  of  mc,  I  turned  to  Mcsicr  Oaddi  and  said  :  "  My 
dear  master,  know  that  1  am  not  raving,  and  that  it  is  true 
Ibat  this  old  nan  is  really  giving  me  annoyance ;  bat  the 
best  that  you  can  do  lor  me  would  be  to  drive  that  miser- 
able Maltio  from  my  side,  who  is  latighing  at  my  auction; 
afterwards  if  ymir  lordship  deigns  to  visit  me  again,  let  me 
beg  you  to  come  with  Mcsser  Antonio  AUcgrctti,  or  with 
Hener  Annibal  Caro,  or  with  some  other  of  your  accom- 
pUtbed  friends,  who  are  persons  oj  quite  different  intelli- 
geoOB  ud  discretion  from  that  l>east."  Tliereupcjn  Messer 
GionoAi  told  Mattio  in  jest  to  take  himself  out  of  his  sight 
(or  ever ;  but  tiecausc  Maltio  went  on  laughitig,  the  joke 
turned  to  earnest,  for  Mc^scr  Gio\-anni  would  not  look  upon 
Um  again,  but  sent  for  Mcsser  Antonio  AUcgrctti,  Mciscr 
Ladovioo,  and  Uesaer  Annibal  Caro.  On  the  arrival  of 
tbcM  worthy  men,  1  was  greatly  comforted,  and  talked 
reaaooably  with  them  awhile,  not  however  without  fre- 
qKBtly  urging  Pclice  to  drive  the  old  man  away.  Mcsser 
Lodovloo  asked  me  what  it  was  I  seemed  to  sec,  and  bow 
dw  man  was  shaped.  While  I  portrayed  him  accurately  m 
wotds,  the  old  man  took  me  by  the  arm  and  dragged  me 
violently  towards  him.  This  made  me  cry  out  for  aid,  be- 
cause  he  was  going  to  fling  me  under  hatdies  in  his  bldeoua 
boaL  On  saying  that  last  wotd,  I  fell  into  a  terrible  swoon, 
and  Memed  to  be  sinking  down  Into  the  b<nt  They  say 
that  during  that  (ainting-fil  I  Hung  myself  about  and  cast 
had  words  at  Mcsser  Gim-anni  Gaildi,  to  wit,  that  he  came 
to  rob  me.  and  nut  from  any  motive  of  charity,  and  other 
inwita  of  the  kind,  which  caused  him  to  be  much  ashamed. 
Later  on,  thoy  ny  I  lay  still  like  one  dead  ;  and  alter  wait- 
ing by  me  more  than  an  hour,  thinking  I  was  growing  cold, 
tbcy  left  me  for  dead.  When  they  relumed  liomc,  Mattio 
Fnnxesi  was  Informed,  whn  wrote  to  blorence  to  Maawr 
Bcncdetlii  Vuthl,  my  very  dear  friend,  that  they  had  icea 
Bie  die  at  auch  and  such  an  hour  of  the  night  When  Ite 
beard  the  nesn,  that  most  accompJishrd  man  and  my  dear 
friend  composed  an  admirable  aonnet  uitoo  my  mppoaed  Imt 
not  ml  death,  which  shall  be  reported  in  its  proper  place. 

Hot*  than  three  lung  hours  passed,  and  )ct   1  did   not 
regstn  rniiirlniftaaa     Kchco  having  used  all  the  remedies 
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prescribed  by  Mncstro  Fnmc«sco,  and  seeing  that  I  did  not 
come  to,  ran  post-haste  to  the  physician's  door,  and  knocked 
so  loudly  that  he  woke  him  ap,  and  made  him  rise,  aod 
begged  him  with  tears  to  come  to  the  house,  for  he  thougbt 
tliat  I  wiis  dead.  Whereto  Maestro  Francesco,  who  was  a 
very  choleric  man,  replied:  "My  son,  of  what  use  do  you 
(liink  I  should  be  if  I  came  ?  If  he  is  dead,  I  am  more 
sorry  than  you  are.  Do  >-du  imagine  that  if  I  were  to  come 
with  my  medicine  I  could  blow  breath  up  through  his  guts* 
and  bring  him  back  to  hfe  for  you  7 "  But  when  he  saw 
that  tlie  poor  young  fellow  was  going  away  weeping,  he 
called  him  back  and  gave  him  an  oil  with  which  to  anoint 
my  ptilses  and  my  heart,  telling  him  to  pinch  my  little 
fingers  and  toes  very  tightly,  and  to  send  at  once  to  call 
him  if  I  sliould  revire.  Felice  took  his  way,  and  did  as 
Maestro  Francesco  had  ordered.  It  was  :ilmnst  bright  day' 
when,  tliinking  they  would  have  to  abandon  hope,  they  gave 
orders  to  have  my  shroud  made  and  to  wash  me.  Suddenly 
I  regained  consciousness,  and  called  out  to  Felice  to  drive  ] 
away  the  old  man  on  the  moment,  who  kept  tormenting  me. 
He  wanted  to  send  for  Maestro  Francesco,  but  I  totd  him  not 
to  do  so,  but  to  come  close  up  to  me,  because  titat  old  man 
was  afraid  of  him  and  went  away  at  once.  So  Felice  drew 
near  to  the  bed  ;  1  touched  him,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  the 
infuriated  old  man  withdrew;  so  1  prayed  him  not  to  leave 
me  for  a  second. 

When  Maestro  Francesco  appeared,  he  said  it  was  his 
dearest  wish  to  save  my  life,  and  that  he  had  never  in  all  his 
days  seen  greater  force  in  a  j-oung  man  tlian  I  had.  Tlicn 
be  sat  down  to  write,  and  prescribed  for  me  perfumes,  lotions, 
unctions,  plasters,  and  a  heap  of  other  precious  things.  Mean* 
irtiile  1  came  to  life  again  by  the  means  of  more  th.in  twenty 
leeches  apphcd  to  my  buttocks,  t>ut  with  my  t>ody  bored 
through,  bound,  and  ground  to  powder.  Many  of  my  friends 
crowded  in  to  behold  the  miracle  of  the  resuscitated  dead 
man,  and  among  them  people  of  the  first  importance. 

In  Uieir  presence  1  declared  that  tlie  small  amount  of  gold] 
and  money  I  possessed,  perhaps  fi-:imc  eight  hundred  crowns, ' 
what  witli  gold,  silver,  jewels,  and  cash,  should  be  given  by ' 
my  will  to  my  poor  sister  in  Florence,  called  Mona  L4|>erata ; 
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fttl  the  remainder  oi  my  property,  armoar  and  everythlnit 
botdet,  I  left  to  roy  dearest  Felice,  tofieihcf  with  fifty  golden 
dncali,  Ln  order  Uial  be  niicbt  buy  moumirtg.  At  those  words 
Felice  flung  his  arms  around  my  acck.  protesting  (hat  be 
wanted  nothing  but  to  bavc  mc  as  be  wi&hcd  alive  wiUi  him. 
Then  I  said :  **  If  you  want  me  ahvc,  touch  mc  as  you  did 
before,  and  threaten  the  old  nun,  for  he  is  afraid  of  you."  At 
these  words  some  of  the  folk  were  terrified,  knowing  that  I 
wu  not  raving,  but  talking  to  the  purpose  and  unth  all  my 
wit*.  Thua  my  wretched  uuitsdy  went  dri;;King  on,  and  I 
got  but  little  better.  Maestro  Fnnccsco,  thiit  most  excellent 
oun,  came  four  or  five  times  a  day  ;  Mctiscr  Gtovaimi  Gaddl, 
who  felt  aabamod,  did  not  visit  me  again.  My  brother-in-law, 
the  husband  oi  my  sister,  arrived ;  lie  came  from  Florence 
(or  tlie  inheritance ;  but  as  he  was  a  very  worthy  man,  he 
rejoiced  cxcccdint^ly  to  bavc  found  me  alive.  The  sight  of 
Un  did  mc  a  world  of  i{ood,  and  he  began  to  carcaa  me  at 
fxioe,  nying  he  had  only  come  to  take  care  ol  mc  in  pcrsoa ; 
and  tlUa  he  did  fur  several  daya.  Afterwards  I  sent  him  away, 
having  almoft  certain  hope  of  my  recovery.  On  this  occasion 
he  left  the  sonnet  of  Hesaer  Benedetto  Vaichi,  which  nun 
as  follows ; ' — 


"Who  khaQ.  Mailio,  yield  our  pain  relic" 
Wbothall  forbid  the  s.id  cii>cnsc  of  iMnF 
AJat  1  "lit  irwt  that  in  hit  yiiuikhil  yean 
Oar  Inmi  huh  town,  and  kfl  us  licra  lo  grwC 

He  hath  gate  up  to  heaven,  who  was  Uu  chief 
Of  mea  rcsxnntvd  ia  an**  immona]  spb«m  i 
Among  the  mighiy  ilsad  Iw  bad  no  pMi^ 

H«r  sluJ  eanb  SM  hb  Uk%  in  my  btfk 

0  MBik  sprite  I  U  love  still  swsy  ibe  bleat. 
Look  dtnrn  on  bin)  tbga  hne  didtl  lore,  and  <rkw 
Tbeu  lean  ihai  moura  my  hist,  aot  thy  gnat  good 

Thera  dosi  ibou  gate  an  Hi*  beal'tude 
Who  mada  oar  untvervt,  and  Cadasi  Ima 
Tlw  Ibrm  ttl  Han  thy  skill  for  hmb  aaptaaaad.* 


>  TUi  aHnM  b  w  tMl|M,  sn  aatna  l»  OiNara  nal  plaet  la  ut,  »  Wh 
ti  «■  to  bw  saintly  dMSMlat  al  Iha  Mil.  thai  I  whW  tailM  Wrc  d»- 
1  (nMhdM  It,  had  I  MM  shaiisJ  ti  w  tw  a  ngd  Ma«sla  of  tfeal 
nl  aad  enrnMbwl   hwlaetiky  vlikb   ms  iMad^l  In&y  al  Wk 
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My  sickness  bad  been  of  such  a  very  serious  nature  that 
it  seemed  impossible  for  me  to  fling  it  off.  That  worthy 
man  Maestro  Francesco  da  Norcia  rcdouUed  his  efforts, 
and  brought  mc  every  day  fresh  remedies,  trying  to  re- 
store strength  to  my  miserable  unatmng  frame.  Yet  all 
these  endeavours  were  apparently  insufficient  to  overcome 
the  obstinacy  ot  my  malady,  so  that  the  ph>-sicians  were 
in  despair  and  at  their  wits'  cods  what  to  do.  I  was 
tormented  by  thirst,  but  had  abstained  from  drinking  for 
many  days  according  to  the  doctors'  orders,  Felice,  who 
Ifaockght  he  had  done  wonders  in  restoring  me,  never  left 
my  ddc  That  old  man  ceased  to  give  so  much  annoyance, 
yet  sometimes  he  appeared  to  me  in  dreams. 

One  day  Felice  had  gone  out  of  doore,  leaving  me  under 
the  care  of  a  young  apprentice  and  a  ser\-ant-maid  called 
Beatrice.  I  asked  the  apprentice  what  had  become  of  my 
lad  Cendo,  and  what  was  Uie  reason  why  I  had  never 
seen  him  in  attendance  on  mc.  Tlic  boy  replied  that 
Ccncio  had  ticcn  far  more  ill  than  I  was,  and  that  he  was 
even  at  death's  door.  Felice  had  given  tliem  orders  not 
to  speak  to  me  of  this.  On  hearing  tlie  news,  I  was 
exceedingly  distressed ;  then  I  called  the  maid  Beatrice,  a 
Pistojan  girl,  and  asked  her  to  bring  mc  a  great  crystal 
water-cooler  which  stood  near,  full  of  clear  and  frrsh  water. 
She  isn  at  once,  and  brought  it  to  me  full ;  I  told  her  to 
pot  it  to  my  lips,  adding  that  if  slie  let  me  take  a  draught 
according  to  my  heart's  content,  1  would  give  her  a  new 
gown.  This  maid  had  stolen  from  mc  certain  Utile  tilings 
of  some  importance,  and  in  her  fear  of  txing  detected,  she 
would  have  been  very  glad  if  I  had  died.  Accordingly 
she  allowed  mc  tuice  to  take  as  much  as  I  could  of  the 
water,  so  that  in  good  earnest  I  s\vitllowcd  more  than  a 
flask  full.'  1  then  coveretl  m>-self,  and  IwRan  to  sweat, 
and  fell   into  a  deep  sleep.     After   I   had  Hlcpt  about   an 

KfoA.    TuchimurcaJIrionjiiibeullicBcmofCdlliii'Klmh;  but  fodib 

C«faM  CBwttBW  be  (buna  tpurteiM  wMdw  cl  (Ucrwicc.     Critini.  Boutwhil^ 
k  rigbt  to  priM  U,  tiuot  k  m«d*d  le  Um  what  fricaiUbip  «u  pc^pano 

to  ulln  aftci  hn  drcciM.  

'  Um/iaii#,  hcililliig  mote  Ikui  «  qoul. 
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r,  Felice  came  home  and  asked  the  bo;  how  I  was  get- 
ting on.  He  answered  :  "  I  do  not  know.  Beatrice  brought 
him  that  cooler  lull  o(  water,  and  he  has  drunk  :Jmost  tlie 
whulc  □(  it  1  don't  know  now  whctlier  he  is  alive  or  dead." 
Tbey  H17  that  my  poor  friend  was  on  t)ie  point  of  lalling 
to  the  Kroiind,  so  grieved  w;ui  he  to  hear  lliis.  Alterwards 
be  took  an  ugly  stick  and  began  to  beat  the  serving-girl 
witli  all  his  might,  shouting  out :  "  Ah  I  traitress,  you  have 
UUed  him  for  me  then?"  While  Felice  was  cudgelling 
and  ftlie  screaming,  I  was  in  a  dfe;im ;  I  tliouglit  the  old 
man  held  ropes  in  his  hand,  and  while  he  was  prepuing 
to  hind  me.  Felice  had  arrived  and  stntck  him  with  an  axe, 
■0  that  the  old  man  fled  exclaiming :  "  Let  me  go,  and  1 
promiw  not  to  return  for  a  long  while."  Beatrice  in  the 
owantirae  had  run  Into  my  bedroom  ahrieking  loudly.  This 
Woke  me  up,  and  I  called  out :  "  Lea\-e  her  aJonc  :  perhaps, 
vben  she  meant  to  do  me  harm,  she  did  me  more  good  thiin 
you  were  able  to  do  with  all  >-our  efforts.  She  may  indeed 
have  Bvcd  my  life;  so  lend  me  a  helping  hand,  for  I  have 
■weated ;  and  be  quick  about  it"  Fcltcc  recorered  his 
ipirita,  dried  and  made  me  comfoftable;  and  I,  being  con- 
•dcHU  of  a  great  improvement  in  my  state,  began  to  reckon 
OB  raocnery. 

When  Maestro  Francesco  appeared  and  nw  my  great  im- 
provemeni.  and  the  aervant-girl  in  tean,  and  the  prentice 
running  to  and  fro,  and  Felice  laughing,  all  this  diitnrbancc 
Budc  him  think  that  •omcthiug  catniordinnry  must  have 
hjppetted,  which  had  been  tlie  cause  of  my  amendment 
lust  then  the  olh«r  doctor,  Bernardino,  put  In  hb  appearance, 
who  a(  Uie  bcglimlng  of  my  illness  had  refused  to  bleed  me. 
llMstro  KranoeKO.  that  most  able  man,  cxdotmcd :  "  Oh, 
power  ot  Natural  She  knows  wliat  she  requires,  and  tlie 
{Aysidaita  know  oothUig."  That  simpleton.  Maestro  Ber- 
nardino, made  answer,  nying:  "If  he  had  drunk  anotiter 
battle  h«  would  have  been  cured  upon  the  spot."  Maestro 
Fnncetoo  da  Nitrcia,  a  man  of  aj^e  and  great  authority,  said : 
'That  wijuld  have  t>ccn  a  terrible  misfortune,  and  wmtld  to 
God  that  it  may  fall  on  you  ! "  Afterwardi  he  turned  to  me 
■ad  aiked  if  I  could  liave  tlrunk  more  water.  I  answered : 
"No,  bocaoM  1  bad  entirely  quenched  my  thirst"  Then 
he  turned  lu  Maestro  Bernardino,  and  said  :  **  Look  you  how 
Nature  has  taken  precisely  wliat  she  wanted,  neither  more 
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nor  less.  Id  Ukc  manner  she  was  askinc  (or  what  site  wanted 
when  the  poor  young  man  tagged  j-ou  to  bleed  him.  If 
you  knew  thai  his  recovery  depended  upon  his  drinking  two 
flasks  of  water,  why  did  jtmi  not  say  so  before  ?  You  mii;hl 
then  have  boasted  of  his  cure,"  At  these  words  tlie  wretched 
quack  sulhily  departed,  and  never  showed  his  face  again. 

Maestro  Francesco  then  gave  orders  that  I  should  be 
removed  from  my  room  and  carried  to  one  ol  the  hills  there 
arc  in  Rome.  C^irdinal  Comaro,  when  he  heard  of  my  im- 
provement, Itad  me  transported  to  a  pLicc  of  his  on  Monte 
Cavallo.  That  very  evening  I  was  taken  witli  great  pre- 
cautions in  a  chair,  well  wr^ipped  up  and  protected  from  tbe 
cold.  No  sooner  had  1  readied  the  place  than  I  began  to 
vomit,  during  which  there  came  from  my  stomach  a  hairy 
worm  about  a  quarter  of  a  crubit  in  length  :  the  hairs  were 
long,  and  the  worm  was  very  ugly,  speckled  of  divers 
colours,  green,  black,  and  red.  Ttiey  kept  and  showed  it 
to  the  doctor,  who  said  he  had  never  seen  anjlliing  of  the 
aort  before,  and  afterwards  remarked  to  Felice :  "  Now  take 
care  of  your  Benveimto,  for  he  is  cured.  Do  not  i^rmit 
him  any  irregularities;  for  though  he  has  escaped  this 
time,  anotlier  disorder  now  would  l>e  the  death  of  him. 
You  see  hJs  malady  has  been  so  grave,  that  if  we  had 
brought  him  the  extreme  unction,  wc  might  not  have  been 
in  time.  Now  I  know  that  with  a  little  patience  and  time 
be  will  hvc  to  execute  more  of  his  fine  works."  Then 
he  turned  to  me  and  said:  "My  Benvenuto,  t«  prudent, 
commit  no  excesses,  and  when  you  are  quite  recovered,  I  beg 
you  to  make  me  a  Madonna  with  your  own  hand,  and  I 
will  a]wa>-s  pay  my  devotions  to  it  for  your  sake."  Ttus  1 
promised  to  do,  and  then  asked  him  whether  it  would  be 
safe  for  me  to  travel  so  far  as  to  t-1orcncc.  He  advised 
me  to  wait  till  1  u-as  stronger,  and  bU  n-e  could  obserra 
bow  Nature  worked  in  me. 


I 
I 

4 


LXXXVI 

When  eight  days  had  come  and  gone,  my  amendment 
was  90  slight  that  life  itself  l>ecame  almost  a  burden  to 
me :  indeed  I  bad  been  more  than  tifty  days  in  tliat  great 
suffering.    So  I  made  my  mind  up,  and  prepared  to  travel. 


L.OOii 


Hy  dew  Felice  and  I  weat  lovrard  Florence  in  a  pair  ol 
bnkelB;*  aiuJ  u  I  had  not  written,  when  I  reached  my 
iiiter'i  bouse,  alie  wept  tind  laughed  over  me  all  in  one 
breath.  Tbat  day  many  of  my  friends  came  to  tee  me ; 
anoos  others  Pier  Landi,  who  was  the  best  and  dearcit 
trieod  I  ever  had.  Next  day  there  came  a  certain  Niccdld 
da  Moate  A^nto,  who  was  also  a  very  great  friend  nf  mine. 
Now  be  ttad  heard  tlie  Diikc  say:  "Bcnvcnuto  would  have 
done  mitcli  better  to  d>e,  because  he  ia  come  to  put  hii  bead 
into  a  nuose,  and  I  will  mn-er  pardon  him."  Accordingly 
when  NiccoU)  arrived,  he  said  to  me  in  desperation  :  "Aba I 
nqr  dear  Bcnvcnuto,  wliat  ba\-e  you  come  to  do  here? 
Did  you  not  know  what  you  have  done  to  displease  the 
Dolce?  1  have  heard  him  awcar  that  you  were  tbniillllg 
your  bead  Into  a  lialtcr,"  Iltcn  1  replied :  "  N'icool&t  re> 
mind  hit  Kxccllency  that  I\>pe  Clement  wanted  to  do  aa 
much  to  m«  before,  and  quite  as  unjustly ;  tell  him  to  keep 
his  eye  im  me,  and  ^ive  me  time  to  recover ;  tltcn  I  wOl 
■bow  his  £xccUeDcy  that  I  have  been  the  most  faithful 
■ervant  he  wUI  ever  have  in  all  hii  life;  and  [onumuch  aa 
•oau  eoeny  must  have  nerved  me  tliis  tud  turn  tliroufib 
wttff,  let  him  wait  till  1  get  well ;  for  I  >lLaIl  tlien  be  able  to 
gtw  aach  an  account  of  myself  as  will  make  him  marvcL" 

Thb  bod  turn  bad  been  done  me  by  Gior]{ctto  VaadLuio 
of  Afczzo,*  the  painter ;  perchance  In  recompense  for  many 
benefits  conferred  on  faim.  I  had  harboured  him  in  Home 
and  provided  for  hie  coats,  while  he  bad  turned  my  whnte 
bouse  updde  down ;  for  Ibe  man  was  mbject  to  a  spectci 
of  dry  acab,  whidi  he  was  always  in  Uie  h^l  o(  acialchlag 
wHth  hi*  hands.  It  happened,  then,  that  steeping  in  the 
same  bed  aa  an  caceUent  workman,  named  Manno,  who 
was  in  my  acrvice,  when  he  meant  to  scratch  himtcU.  he 
tore  llie  skin  from  one  of  Manno's  Icijs  with  his  fittliy  dawi, 
the  nails  of  which  he  never  u«ed  to  cut.  Tlie  said  Manno 
left  my  aerrioe,  and  was  reaoJutely  bent  on  killins  him.  I 
made  the  quarrel  up,  and  alterwards  |{d(  Giorgio  Into  Car* 
diaal  de'   Medici'i  household,  and  continually  helped  him. 

al  Ikmm  «■«  f&mm  pal  Mnlnr.  t  Ihvi  rtiMtln  k  UM  to  imiliii  Um 
(ItfBM  tUfwOr.  Fmi  ■  tatiM  a  Vany  to  ttmtm,  ■•  Iwn  Am  Otm 
(wrfwA  rkumm,  Hnvate  f,  itic. 

•  TM  li  tW  lamam  Otagte  VmiI.  •  tarf  fMlMar  ami  wnn*  wiUlMf,  h« 
4rtt  to  til  \inm  •<  ite  uti  li»  U*  wMcilolk  wofh  >pua  luUu  mUm^ 
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For  these  deserts,  then,  be  told  Duke  Alessandro  tbat  I  b: 
abused  his  Excellency,  and  had  bragged  I  meant  to  be  tbe 
first  to  Icip  upon  (he  vrslls  of  Florence  with  bis  foes  the 
exiles.  These  words,  as  I  aitcrwards  learned,  bad  l>cen 
put  into  Vasari's  lips  by  that  excellent  fellow'  Ottarlano 
de'  Media,  who  wanted  to  revenge  himself  for  the  Duke's 
irritation  aj^inxt  him,  on  account  of  tlie  coinage  and  my 
departure  from  Florence.  I,  being  innocent  of  tlie  crinw 
fabdy  a»CTit>ed  to  me,  felt  no  fear  wltatevcr.  MeanwhJe 
that  able  physician  Francesco  da  Monte  \*arcbi  attended  to 
my  cure  with  great  skill.  He  had  been  brought  by  my  very 
dear  friend  Luca  Martini,  who  passed  the  larger  portion  of 
the  day  with  mc' 
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During  this  while  I  bad  sent  my  devoted  comrade  Felice 
back  to  Komc,  to  look  after  our  business  there.  When 
1  could  raise  my  head  a  little  from  the  bolster,  which  wax 
at  the  end  of  fifteen  days,  although  I  was  unable  to  walk 
upon  my  feet.  I  had  myself  carried  to  the  palace  of  the 
ll«dici,  and  placed  upon  the  little  upper  terrace.  There 
they  seated  me  to  wait  until  the  Duke  went  by.  Many  of 
my  friends  at  court  came  up  to  greet  me,  and  expreascd 
surprise  that  I  had  undergone  the  inconvenience  of  being 
carried  in  that  way.  while  so  shattered  by  illness ;  they 
said  that  1  ought  to  have  waited  till  I  vna  well,  and  then 
to  have  visited  the  Duke.  A  crowd  of  them  collected,  all 
looking  at  me  as  a  sort  of  miracle ;  not  merely  because 
they  had  heard  that  I  was  dead,  b«it  far  more  because  I 
had  the  look  of  a  dead  man.  Then  pubhdy,  before  them 
all,  I  said  bow  some  wicked  scoundrel  had  told  my  lord  the 
Duke  that  I  had  bragged  I  meant  to  t>e  the  first  to  scale 
his  Excellency's  walls,  and  also  that  I  had  abused  him  per- 
sonally ;  wherefore  1  had  not  the  heart  to  Uve  or  die  till  I 
had  purged  myself  of  that  infamy,  and  found  out  who  the 
audacious  rascal  was  who  had  uttered  such  calumnies 
against  me.  At  tliesc  words  a  large  number  of  those  gentle- 
men came  round,  expressing  great  compassion  for  me :  one 

'  d>',u</i>Mw,  nsad  iionic&lly. 

*  Laca  MmriiDi  wit  a  Bnaber  of  the  bttt  lilmiy  tocieiy  in  hM  dafK,  tai 
Um  iMboi  d  Mnt  Uaioiu  boilesqne  picoek 
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nM  one  thinft,  on«  anoUicr,  and  I  told  thrtn  T  would 
never  go  Uicnce  bclore  I  knew  wlio  hnd  accusnl  me.  Al 
tbcM  woTtla  Maestro  Agoslino,  the  Dukc'^  tjtilor,  made  his 
«my  Uirougb  all  those  gentlemen,  and  said  :  "  If  ttiat  is  ftU 
you  want  to  koow,  yoa  shall  know  it  nt  thj*  very  uooient " 

Gior^o  the  painter,  whom  I  have  mentioned,  Itappeocd 
iu5t  tlien  to  poM,  and  Macntro  Ai{ostino  exclaimed:  "There 
u  the  man  who  accused  yuu ;  now  you  know  j-ourwU  il  it 
be  Hue  or  not"  Aa  fiercely  as  1  could,  not  being  able  to 
kttve  my  teat,  I  asked  Giorgio  i(  it  was  true  that  h«  bad 
aociued  me.  He  denied  that  it  was  bo,  and  tliat  be  had 
ever  said  an)11iing  of  the  sort  Maestro  Agoelino  retorted : 
**  You  gaUowt-bird  I  doot  you  know  (hat  1  know  it  for  most 
certain  7  "  Giotgio  made  off  as  quickly  as  he  could,  repeat- 
ing lliat  he  had  not  act.-iiM<l  me.  llien,  after  a  short  while, 
the  Duke  came  by ;  whereupon  1  had  myself  raised  tip 
More  his  Kicctlency,  and  he  balled.  I  lotd  him  titat  I 
bki)  come  there  in  that  way  solely  in  nrdcr  to  dear  my 
character.  The  Duke  gazed  al  mc,  and  marvelled  1  waa 
still  alive ;  afterwards  he  bade  me  lake  liccd  to  be  an 
honest  man  and  rcg-vn  my  health. 

When  1  rciched  home,  Niccolb  da  Uonte  Aguto  caaw  to 
risil  mc,  and  told  mc  that  1  had  escaped  ono  ol  the  moat 
dreadlul  penis  in  the  world,  quite  contrary  to  all  his  expec- 
tations, for  he  had  seen  my  ruin  written  with  Indelible  ink ; 
now  1  tnusl  make  haste  to  get  well,  and  afterwards  lake 
Frvnch  leave,  because  my  jeopardy  came  from  a  quarter 
and  a  man  who  was  able  to  destroy  mc.  He  then  said, 
"  Beware, "  and  added :  "  What  dlspleaaure  have  you  given 
to  that  rascal  Ottaviano  de*  Ucdld?"  I  answered  (hat  1 
had  done  nothing  to  displease  him,  but  that  he  had  injured 
me ;  and  told  him  all  the  aSair  atioul  the  Mint  He 
tepcaUed :  "  Get  hence  as  quickly  as  you  can,  and  be  erf 
gcmd  couraiie,  for  yoa  will  see  }'our  vengeance  executed 
sooner  than  yoa  «xpect "  I  paid  tlio  best  attention  to  my 
bealtk.  gave  I'irtro  Pagolo  advice  about  atamptnc  the  ooinsb 
and  then  wml  r>R  up«>n  my  way  to  Room  wUbost  Mylag  ■ 
word  to  the  Duke  or  anybody  else. 


1^  .1  K'jl 
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When  I  reached  Rome,  and  had  cn)03wd  (he  company 
of  my  friends  awhile,  I  began  the  Duke's  medaL  In  a  few 
days  I  finished  the  head  in  steel,  and  it  was  the  lincsl 
work  of  the  kind  whidi  I  tiad  ever  prodticed.  At  lensl 
ooce  every  day  there  came  tn  ^Hstt  me  a  sort  of  btockhead 
named  Mesaer  Fnuiccsoo  Soderitii.*  When  he  saw  what 
I  WAS  doinfC,  he  used  frequcfiUy  to  exclaim :  "  Barbarous 
wretch  I  you  want  Uien  to  immortalise  that  ferocious  tyrant! 
You  have  never  made  anything  so  exquisite,  which  proves 
you  our  inveterate  foe  and  their  devoted  friend :  and  yet 
the  Pope  and  he  have  had  it  twice  in  mind  to  banK  yoa 
without  any  fault  of  yours.  Tliat  was  tlie  Father  and  the 
Son ;  now  l>cware  of  tlie  Holy  GhosL"  It  was  fiimly  IM' 
lieved  that  Duke  Alcsi^andro  was  the  son  of  Pope  Clement 
Messer  Francesco  used  also  to  say  and  swear  by  all  his 
saints  that,  if  he  could,  he  would  have  robbed  me  of  the 
<ties  for  that  medal  I  responded  that  he  had  done  well  to 
tell  mc  so,  and  that  I  would  take  such  care  of  them  that 
he  sliould  never  sec  them  more. 

1  now  sent  to  Morencc  to  request  Lorcnzino  that  he 
would  send  me  the  reverse  of  the  medal.  Niccold  da  Monte 
Aguto,  to  whom  1  had  written,  wrote  txtck.  saying  that  be 
had  spoken  to  Uiat  mad  melancholy  philosopher  Lorenzino 
for  it ;  he  had  replied  that  he  was  thinking  night  and  day 
of  nothing  else,  and  that  he  would  liiiisli  it  as  soon  as  he 
was  able.  Nevertheless,  I  was  not  to  set  my  hopes  upon 
his  reverse,  but  I  had  Inciter  invent  one  out  of  my  own 
head,  and  when  I  had  finished  it,  I  might  bring  it  without 
hesitation  to  the  Duke,  for  this  would  be  to  my  advantage. 

I  composed  the  design  of  a  re\'erse  which  seemed  to  me 
appropriate,  and  pressed  the  work  forward  to  my  best  ability. 
Not  being,  however,  yet  rccov'ered  from  that  terrible  illness, 
I  gave  myself  frequent  rclax.ition  by  going  out  on  fowUns 
expeditions  with  my  friend  FcUce.  This  man  had  no  skill 
in  my  art ;  but  since  we  were  perpetually  day  and  night 
together,  everybody  thought  he  was  a  first-rate  ctaitsman. 
This  being  so,  as  be  vis  a  fellow  of  much  humour,  we  used 

'  He  hul  b«cn  tnniihcO  in  I5}0  ■*  a  for  to  Ihe  Mcdinaui 
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olUcn  to  bufib  (oRCtbcr  aboat  the  great  credit  be  had  Kained. 
His  name  was  Felice  Uuada^ini  (Gain),  which  made  him 
ay  in  jest:  "1  should  l>c  called  Felice  Gain-tittle  if  jrou 
bad  not  enabled  me  to  acquire  such  ciedit  tliat  I  can  call 
mftdt  Gain-moch."  I  replied  that  there  are  two  ways  o( 
fllfiilbig :  the  tint  is  that  by  which  one  gains  for  one's  scU, 
the  mcochI  that  by  which  ooe  gains  for  others  ;  so  1  praised 
blm  much  more  for  the  second  than  the  first,  since  be  had 
gained  for  me  my  hic. 

We  often  held  such  convrrsatioos ;  but  I  rememt)er  one  in 
particular  on  Uic  day  of  Epiphany,  when  we  were  toffether 
near  La  Maj{h:tna.  It  waa  doae  upon  nlRhtfall,  and  dtirinK 
the  day  I  had  shot  a  good  number  o(  ducks  and  tteesc ; 
tbcn,  aa  I  had  almoat  made  my  mind  up  to  shoot  no  more 
that  time,  wc  were  retumins  briskly  toward  Rome.  Calling 
to  my  dog  by  hla  n.imc,  Barucco,  and  not  seeing  him  in 
trufil  oi  me,  I  Itimcd  round  and  noticed  that  the  wcU-trained 
animal  was  polnlinti  at  some  gccsc  which  had  settled  in 
a  ditcb.  I  tJiercforc  dismounted  at  once,  got  my  fowling- 
piece  ready,  and  at  a  very  long  range  brought  two  of  tbcro 
down  with  a  single  balL  I  never  used  to  shoot  witb  more 
than  oD«  ball,  aad  was  usually  able  to  hit  my  mark  at  two 
hundred  cubits,  which  cannot  be  done  by  other  ways  o( 
loading.  Of  the  two  geese,  one  was  almost  dead,  and  the 
otlier,  thoutih  Ijadly  wntindcd.  waa  fl>'ing  lamely.  My  dog 
retrieved  the  one  and  Ivoufihl  it  to  mc;  but  noticing  that 
tb*  other  was  diving  down  into  the  ditcb,  I  sprang  forward 
to  oUcb  it.  Trusting  to  my  boots,  which  came  high  op 
the  leg,  I  put  one  foot  forward  ;  it  s.ink  in  the  ooiy  ground  ; 
■nd  ao,  although  I  got  the  gooac,  ibc  Imot  nf  my  ri^lit  leg 
was  full  of  water.  I  lifted  my  ffxit  and  let  ttie  water  run 
out ;  tl»cn,  when  I  had  mounted,  we  made  haste  for  Kome. 
The  cold,  however,  was  very  great,  and  I  felt  my  leg  freeie, 
•o  that  1  said  to  Fdice :  "  We  must  do  something  to  bdp 
this  leg.  for  I  doa't  know  how  to  bear  It  loager."  The 
fxxl  Felice,  without  a  word,  leapt  from  his  horse,  and 
^thcring  some  thlallea  and  bita  of  stick,  began  to  build  a 
fira.  I  meanwhile  waa  waiting,  and  put  my  hand*  among 
the  breast'feathcn  of  the  geese,  and  felt  t^cm  very  warn. 
So  1  (old  him  nut  to  make  the  fire,  but  hlled  my  boot  with 
Ibc  feallicrs  ■>(  tJie  goc»e,  and  waa  Immediately  to  much 
eooitorted  thai  I  regained  vitahly. 
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We  mounted,  and  rmie  rapidly  loviird  Rome ;  and  when 
we  bad  reached  a  ccrtaiu  gently  rising  ground— night  had 
already  iailcn — looking  in  the  direction  of  Florence,  botli 
with  one  breath  exclaimed  in  the  utmost  astonisJimcnl :  "O 
God  of  heaven  1  what  is  that  great  thing  one  sees  there 
over  Florence?"  It  resembled  a  huge  beam  of  fire,  which 
s|)nrkled  and  Rave  otit  extraordinary  lustre. 

I  said  to  Felice  :  "  Assuredly  we  shall  hear  to-morrow  that 
something  of  vast  importance  has  happened  in  Florence." 
As  we  rode  into  Rome,  the  darkness  was  extreme  ;  and  when 
we  came  near  the  Baiichi  and  our  own  boioe,  my  tittle  horse 
was  goinfi  in  an  amble  at  a  furious  speed.  N'ow  tliat  d.iy  they 
had  thrown  a  heap  of  plaster  and  broken  tUcs  in  the  middle 
of  the  road,  which  neither  my  horse  nor  m>-sclf  perceived. 
In  his  fiery  pace  the  beast  tan  up  it ;  t>ut  on  coming  down 
upon  the  other  side  he  turned  a  complete  somersault  He 
had  his  head  bttwccn  his  legs,  and  it  was  only  through  the 
power  of  God  himself  that  I  csca|>ed  unhurt.  The  noise  we 
made  brought  the  neighbours  out  with  lights ;  but  I  bad 
already  jumped  to  my  feet ;  and  so,  without  remounting,  I 
ran  home,  bughing  to  have  come  UDhiul  out  of  an  accident 
enough  to  break  my  neck. 

On  entering  the  house,  1  found  some  friends  of  mine  there, 
to  whom,  while  we  were  supping  together,  I  related  the 
adventurer  of  the  day's  chase  and  the  diabolical  apparition 
of  the  fiery  beam  which  we  had  seen.  They  cxcl^med : 
"What  shall  we  hear  to-morrow  which  this  portent  has 
announced  ?  "  I  answered  :  *'  Some  revolution  must  cer- 
tainly have  occurred  in  Florence."  &>  we  supjted  .igreeably ; 
and  late  tlic  next  day  there  came  the  news  to  Rome  of  Duke 
Alcssandro's  death.*  Upon  this  many  of  my  acquaintances 
came  to  me  and  »id  :  "  You  were  right  in  conjecturing  that 
something  of  great  importance  had  happened  at  Florence." 
Just  then  Francesco  Soderini  appeared  jogging  along  upon 
a  uTetched  mule  he  had,  and  laughing  all  the  way  like  a 
madman.      He  said  to  me :    "  This  is  (be  reverse  of  that 


'  AleiMndra  *■*  ravdcr«d  bjr  tiii  oooiia  Lcnouw  tt  norenc*  on  Itw  Jtb 
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nl«  tynuif  ■  medal  which  your  Loreiuino  de'  Medici  promised 
jroo,"  Then  he  aitdcd :  "  You  wanted  to  immortalise  the 
dukd  Icir  us;  but  we  mean  to  have  no  more  duties ;"  aiid 
thereupon  he  jeered  me,  as  tliough  I  had  been  the  capiain 
of  the  factions  which  make  dukes.  Mc-tnwhilc  a  ccrtaiu 
Baodo  Bcttioi.'  who  had  an  ugly  big  head  hlcc  a  bu&tiel, 
aate  up  and  t>egan  to  banter  me  in  the  same  way  about 
dtlkeft,  oUlinK  otit :  "We  have  dii-duked  them,  and  won't  have 
uy  more  ni  them  ;  and  you  were  (or  nuUnjt  them  immortal 
(or  us  I"  with  many  other  timome  quips  o(  the  kiime  kind. 
1  lott  my  pabcnce  at  ibis  nonsense,  and  said  to  tlicm  :  "  You 
blodcfaeads  I  I  am  a  poor  goldsmith,  who  serve  whoever 
fMya  ne  ;  and  you  are  jeering  toe  as  though  1  were  a  party- 
leader.  However,  thia  shall  not  make  me  cast  in  your 
teeth  the  insatiable  gteedincsa,  idiotcy,  and  good-(or-aolhine- 
BCtt  at  your  predeoe«or«.  But  this  one  answer  I  will  make 
to  all  your  silly  T;tineTiei ;  lliat  beiore  two  or  three  days  at 
the  longest  have  poMcd  by,  you  wUl  have  another  duke^ 
mocb  wurse  pcrhajw  than  he  who  now  has  left  you."  * 

The  (tiUowing  day  Bcttini  came  to  my  shop  and  said: 
"'I'here  is  do  need  to  spend  money  in  couriers,  (or  you 
know  thln^  before  they  happen.  \\'hat  spirit  tclU  tbcm 
to  you  7"  Then  he  informed  me  that  Cosimo  de*  Mcdld, 
the  son  oi  Signor  Giovanni,  was  made  Duke ;  but  that 
certain  conditions  bad  been  imposed  -it  hit  election,  which 
would  bold  him  back  (rom  kicking  up  his  heels  at  his  own 
plcaaure.  I  now  Itail  my  opportunity  for  laughing  at  thera, 
and  aaying :  "  Tliote  men  o(  Ftoranoe  have  set  a  young 
Dian  upon  a  mctt]eii'>nte  horse :  next  they  have  buckled 
spurs  upon  his  heels,  and  put  the  bridle  freely  in  his  haxidi^ 
aiid  turiwd  him  nut  upon  a  magntfu:cttt  field,  full  o(  Uowera 
and  fntlts  and  all  dchglilfiU  things;  next  they  have  bidden 
him  not  to  Cfocs  certain  indicated  limits :  now  tell  me,  you, 
who  there  b  that  can  hold  hiu  back,  whenever  he  has  but 
the  mind  to  cross  them  ?  Law*  cannot  t>e  impuacd  on 
liim  who  is  the  mailer  at  the  taw."  So  they  left  me  afaXH^ 
and  gjvc  me  no  further  annoyance.  * 

*  BillM  *»  lA  IndmM  fiUni  tl  8an«UT«U  ud  •  cooiUMsbU  jiaUM  W 
•%•««. 
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1  now  began  to  attend  to  my  shop,  and  did  some  boa- 
neis,  not  liowever  of  much  moment,  because  I  had  still  tc 
think  about  my  health,  which  was  not  >-et  established  after 
that  grave  illness  1  Iiad  undeigone.  About  this  time  the 
Emperor  returned  victorious  from  his  expedition  against 
Tunis,  and  the  Pope  sent  for  me  to  take  my  advice  con- 
cerning the  present  of  honour  it  was  fit  to  give  him.'  I 
answered  that  it  seemed  to  me  most  appropriate  to  present 
his  Imperial  Majesty  with  a  golden  cmcirut,  for  which  I 
had  almost  linishcd  an  ornament  quite  to  the  purpose,  and 
which  would  confer  the  highest  honour  upon  his  Holiness 
and  me.  I  had  already  made  tliree  little  figures  of  gold  in 
the  round,  about  a  palm  high;  they  were  those  which  I 
had  begun  for  the  chalice  of  Pope  Clement,  representing 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity.  To  these  I  added  in  wax  what 
was  wanting  for  the  basement  of  tlie  cross.  I  carried  the 
whole  to  ttie  Pope,  with  the  Christ  in  wax,  and  m:iny  other 
exquisite  decoiations  which  gave  him  complete  satisfaction. 
Before  1  took  leave  of  his  Holiness,  we  had  agreed  on  every 
detail,  and  calculated  the  price  of  the  work. 

This  was  one  evening  four  hours  after  nightfall,  and  the 
Pope  had  ordered  Messer  Latino  Juvenale  to  see  that  I  had 
money  paid  to  me  next  morning.  This  Messer  Latino,  who 
had  a  pretty  big  dash  of  the  fool  in  tiis  coiniwsition,  be* 
tliotight  him  of  furnishing  the  Pope  with  a  new  idea,  which 
was,  however,  wholly  of  bis  own  invention.  So  be  altered 
ever)-thing  which  h^  been  arranged ;  and  next  morning, 
when  I  went  for  the  money,  he  said  with  his  usual  brutal 
arrogance  :  "  It  is  our  part  to  invent,  and  yours  to  execute  ; 
before  I  left  the  Pope  last  night  we  thought  of  something 
far  superior."  To  these  lirst  words  I  answered,  without  allow- 
tng  him  to  proceed  farther:  "Neither  you  nor  the  Pope 
can  think  of  anytliing  t>etter  than  a  piece  in  which  Christ 
pla>'s  a  part ;  so  you  may  go  on  with  your  courtier's  non* 
sense  till  you  have  no  more  to  say." 

down  the  bddcr  which  had  lifted  tim  lo  (ovcTcigDtr,  lod  tkowtd  binueU  ibe 
ataolitle  muter  of  Floieocc  Ccsmo  nt  elKtcd  Duke  upon  (be  9lh  ol 
JumMT  I5J7. 

'  CtUirii  rctanu  ta  the  yetLt  tS}5,  when  Chute*  V.  tiilred  la  Nareatb* 
ftotn  Timii. 
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Without  ult«rifi|{  one  word,  he  left  me  in  a  nse.  and 
tried  to  set  the  work  given  to  another  goldsmith.  The 
I\>pc,  however,  refused,  and  sent  for  mc  at  once,  and  t^d 
me  I  bad  sp'tkcn  well,  but  that  they  wanted  to  make  uae 
of  a  Book  of  tloun  of  Our  Lady,  which  was  marvellooily 
illuminated,  and  had  co«t  the  Cardinal  de'  Medici  more  tlian 
two  thousand  crowns.  They  thonght  that  this  would  be 
an  appropriate  present  to  the  Empress,  and  tliat  for  the 
Emperor  they  wotild  afterwards  make  what  I  had  sufigcsted, 
which  was  lodeed  a  present  worttiy  of  him ;  but  now  tbero 
was  no  lime  to  lose,  since  the  Emperor  was  expected  is 
Rome  in  about  a  awotb  and  a  half.  He  wanted  the  book 
tt)  be  enclosed  in  a  case  ol  massive  gold,  richly  worked, 
■nd  adorned  with  jewels  valued  at  about  aix  thou'Ond 
crowns.  Accordinflly,  when  the  jewels  and  the  ){old  were 
given  mc,  I  began  the  work,  and  driving  it  briskly  forward, 
lo  a  few  days  brought  it  to  Bt>ch  beaut>-  that  the  Pope  was 
Mtooisbed,  and  showed  me  the  most  distinguiUicd  signs  of 
favour,  conceding  at  the  same  time  that  that  beast  Juveiiale 
sbould  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  me 

1  had  nearly  brought  my  work  to  its  completion  when 
tb«  Emperor  arrived,  and  numerous  triumphal  arches  ol 
gfmX  magnificence  were  erected  in  his  honour.  He  entered 
Ronw  with  extraordinary  pomp,  the  description  ol  wliich 
I  Imvb  to  otliers,  since  I  mean  to  treat  ot  those  tilings  only 
which  coooeni  myself.'  Immediately  after  his  arrival,  he 
gftve  the  Pope  a  diamond  which  he  had  bought  for  twelve 
till  II Mi  ml  crowns.  This  diamond  the  I'ope  committed  to 
my  caiv,  onterinK  mc  to  make  a  ring  to  the  measure  of  hia 
Hotinesa's  finger ;  but  first  he  wished  me  to  bring  the  bocdt 
la  the  stale  lo  which  I  bad  advanced  It  I  took  II  accord* 
iagly,  and  he  was  highly  pleased  with  it ;  then  he  asked  my 
advke  concerning  the  apology  which  cntild  be  rcjuonably 
made  to  the  Emperor  for  the  unfinished  condition  of  my 
work.  I  nid  that  my  Jndispoailloa  would  furnish  a  soand 
•Jtcuse,  since  bia  Ua>efty,  seefna  bow  thin  and  pale  I  waa, 
would  very  readfljr  beUeve  and  accept  it  To  tliis  the  Pope 
replied  that  he  approved  of  the  iit)u;cstion,  but  that  I  sbotdd 
aiM  on  the  part  a4  Us  Holiness,  when  I  presented  the  book 
to  the  Emperor,  ttiat  I  made  him  the  present  ol   myself. 


■  TW  mtij  iMa  Ho»t  look  plM*  Af*tt  ft,  lt]& 
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Then  he  told  mc  ia  detail  how  I  had  to  behave,  and  the 
words  I  had  to  say.  Tliese  words  I  repeated  to  the  Pope, 
a^ng  him  U  he  wished  me  to  deliver  them  in  tliat  way. 
He  replied  ;  "You  would  acquit  yourself  to  admiration  ii 
yoQ  had  the  courage  to  address  the  Emperor  as  you  are 
addressiR){  me."  Then  1  said  that  I  had  the  courage  to 
speak  with  far  greater  ease  and  freedom  to  the  Emperor, 
•eeinfi  that  Uie  Emperor  vxt  clothed  as  I  was,  and  that  I 
diould  ceem  to  be  speaking  to  a  man  formed  Uke  myself ; 
this  was  not  the  cxte  when  I  aildreuted  his  Holiness,  in 
whom  I  beheld  a  far  superior  deity,  both  by  reason  o(  his 
ecdeciastical  adornments,  which  shed  a  certain  aureole  about 
him,  and  at  the  same  time  because  of  his  Holincss's  dignity 
of  venerable  age ;  all  these  things  inspired  in  roc  more  awe 
than  the  Imperial  Majesty.  To  these  words  the  Pope  re- 
apondcd :  "  Go,  my  Ucuvenuto ;  you  are  a  man  ol  at>ili^ ; 
do  t)s  honour,  and  it  will  be  well  tor  you." 


XCI 

The  Pope  ordered  out  two  Turkish  horses,  which  had 
belonged  to  Pope  Clement,  and  were  (he  most  beautiful 
that  ever  came  to  Christendom.  Messer  Durante,*  his 
chamt)erlain,  was  bidden  to  bring  them  through  the  lower 
galleries  of  the  ]>alace,  and  there  to  give  them  to  the 
Emperor,  repeating  certain  words  which  his  Holiness  dic- 
tated to  him.  We  both  went  down  together,  and  when  we 
reached  the  presence  of  the  Emperor,  the  horses  made  their 
entrance  through  tho*e  halls  with  so  much  spirit  and  such 
a  noble  carriage  that  tlie  Em|>eror  and  every  one  were 
struck  with  wonder.  Thereupon  Mcsscr  Durante  advanced 
in  so  graceless  a  maimer,  and  delivered  bis  speech  with  so 
much  of  Brescian  lingo,  mumbling  his  words  over  in  his 
mouth,  that  one  never  saw  or  heard  anything  worse ;  in- 
deed the  Emperor  could  not  refrain  from  smiling  at  him. 
I  meanwhile  had  already  uncovered  my  piece ;  and  observ- 
ing that  the  Emperor  had  turned  his  eyes  towards  mc  with 
a  very  gracious  look,  I  ad^-anced  at  once  and  said  :  "Sacred 
Majesty,  our  most  holy  Father,  Pope  Paolo,  sends  this  book 

*  lituet  Dunnte  Durtati,  Pre<«i  of  Ibe  C— g*  mda  Piul  IIL,  mha 
(■n  bin  Itic  h*(  in  I544,  uul  Ihe  Dlihopnc  of  UcMCktfleiwirtli, 
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^M    o(  th«  Virgin  aa  a  present  to  your  Majesty,  the  which  ia 
^H    written    In    a    (air    dcfk's    [lAncI,    and    illuminated    by   the 
^V    Cnntest  master  who  ever  professed  Ibal  art ;  and  this  rich 
caver  oJ  gold  and  jewels  ia  unfinished,  as  you  here  behold 
it,   by   reason   of   my   illness :  wherefore  his    Holiness,  to- 
gether with  the  txmk,  presents  me  also,  and  attaches  roe  to 
jroor  Majesty  in  order  that  I  may  comt^cte  the  work ;  nor 
Ihii  olooe,  but  evco'thing  which  y<Mi  may  have  it  in  your 
mind  to  execute  so  long  as  life  is  left  me,  will  I  perform 
at  yuur  tervice."    Thereto  the  Emperor  responded :  "  Tlie 
book  b  acceptable  to  me,  and  so  are  you ;  bat  I  desire  you 
to  cootptcte  it  for  me  in  Rome ;  when  it  is  finlslied,  and 
]TO  arc  restored  to  health,  bring  it  me  ax>d  come  to  see 
me. "     Afterwards,  la  counc  of  conversation,  he  called  me 
by  my  name,  which  made  me  wonder,  because  no  words 
had   been  dropped  la  which  my  name  occarred ;  and    he 
aaid  that   he   had   seen  that  fastening  of   I^pe  Clement's 
cope,  on  which  I  had  wrought  so  many  wonderful  figures. 
^_     We  continued  talking  in  this  way  a  whole  half  hour,  touch- 
^M    lag  on  divers  topics  artistic  and  agreeable ;  tlicn,  einco  it 
^^    Mmtd  to  mc  that  1  had  acquitted  ni>'self  with  more  honour 
,  flno  I  had  expected,  1  took  the  occasion  of  a  slight  luU  in 

the  OoavcnatiOD  to  make  my  bow  and  to  retire.  The  Em- 
ptror  was  heard  to  say :  "  Let  five  hundred  golden  crowns 
be  given  at  ooce  to  Benvenuto."  The  person  who  bn>ughl 
them  up  aaked  who  the  Pope's  man  was  who  had  spoken 
lo  Ihe  Emperor.  Mener  Durante  came  forward  and  rol>l>cd 
.  me  o(  my  five  himdred  crowns.     I  complained  to  the  Pope, 

who  told  me  not  to  t>e  uneasy,  for  tic  knew  bow  every- 
thing had  happened,  and  liow  well  I  had  coiulticled  myself 
in  addressing  ttic  Emperor,  and  ol  the  money  1  should  cer* 
taioly  obtain  my  share. 
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rViliKti  I  returned  (o  my  shop,  I  set  my  h«i>d  with  dili- 
gence lo  finisliing  Ihe  diamond  ring,  concerning  whidi  the 
tour  first  jewcllera  of  Rome  were  sent  to  consult  with  me. 
Thia  wma  because  the  Ptipe  had  been  infonned  that  the 
dlaawod  had  been  set  t)y  the  fint  jcMkcllcr  o(  the  world  in 
Vmto* ;  be  was  called  Maestro  Uiliano  Targbetla :  and  the 
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diamond  lieinK  somewlint  thin,  the  job  of  setting  it  was  too 
difficult  to  t>e  attempted  n-ithout  great  deliberation.  I  was 
well  pleased  to  receive  these  four  jewellen,  amonii  whom 
was  *  man  of  Milan  called  Gaio.  He  was  the  most  pre- 
sumptuous doakef  in  the  world,  Uie  one  who  knew  least 
and  who  thought  he  knew  most ;  the  oUiers  were  very 
modest  and  able  craltsmcn.  In  Utc  presence  of  ua  all  this 
Gaio  began  to  talk,  and  said :  "  Miliano's  foil  should  be  pre- 
served, and  to  do  that,  Bcnvcnuto,  5X)u  shall  doff  your 
cap;'  for  just  as  giving  diamonds  a  tint  is  the  mo«t  deli- 
cate and  difficult  thing  in  the  jeweller's  art.  so  is  Miltano 
the  greatest  jeweller  that  ever  lived,  and  this  b  the  most 
difficult  diamond  to  tint."  I  replied  that  it  u-at  all  the 
greater  glory  for  me  to  compete  with  so  able  a  master  in 
such  an  excellent  profession.  Afterwards  I  turned  to  tlie 
other  jewellers  and  said :  "  Look  here  1  I  am  keeping 
Miliano's  foil,  and  I  wiil  see  whether  I  can  improve  on  it 
with  some  of  my  own  manufacture ;  if  not,  we  will  tint  it 
with  the  same  )-oti  see  here."  That  ass  Gaio  exclaimed 
tliat  if  I  made  a  foil  like  that  he  would  gladly  doff  his  cap 
to  it  To  which  1  rephed :  "Supposing  then  I  make  it 
better,  it  will  descr^-e  two  bows."  "  Certainly  so,"  said  he ; 
and  I  began  to  compose  my  foils. 

I  look  the  very  greatest  pains  in  mixing  the  tints,  tbe 
method  of  doing  which  I  will  expL-iin  in  Uie  proper  place.* 
It  is  certain  that  the  diamond  in  question  offered  more 
difficulties  than  any  otljcr^  which  before  or  afterwards  have 
come  into  my  hands,  and  Miliano'e  foil  was  made  with 
true  artistic  sldlL  However,  that  did  not  dismay  me;  but 
having  sharpened  my  wits  tip,  I  succeeded  not  only  in 
making  something  <iutte  as  good,  but  in  exceeding  it  by 
Ear.  Then,  when  I  saw  that  I  had  surpassed  him,  I  went 
about  to  surpass  myself,  and  produced  a  foil  by  new 
processes  which  was  a  long  way  belter  than  what  1  had 
previously  made.  Thereupon  I  sent  for  the  jewelleni  j  and 
first  1  tinted  the  diamond  with  Miliano's  foil ;  then  I 
cleaned  it  well  and  tinted  it  afresh  with  my  own.  Wbeo 
I  showed  it  to  the  jewellers,  one  of  the  best  among  them, 

*  In  Ibe  OnAcnit  Cdlini  prtt  m  umfbM  of  btim  Ibeae  folb  wet*  OMcIt 
ud  wplic^  Tl)«r  *"*  eoiafouta  tl  ptOe,  wd  colowed  to  m  to  c^auncc 
ttw  cfel  of  pTfdoM  ilcM*,  pwUcoUf  tjr  diamcml*. 
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who  vna  called  KaRocI  tlcl  Mon>,  took  the  duniDnrl  in  hU 
buHl  and  said  to  Uaio :  "  Benvenuto  has  outdone  the  (oil 
of  Miliano."  Gaio,  unwillioit  to  believe  it,  took  the  dia- 
OKMid  «ad  nid :  "Benvenuto.  tliii  diamond  U  worth  two 
*V**™!y1  duails  more  tlian  with  the  foU  of  lliliana" 
I  rejoined:  "Now  that  I  have  surpaucd  Miliano,  let  tu 
tee  ii  I  can  uirpoiM  myself."  Then  I  b«tu{cd  tlicm  to  wait 
(or  me  a  while,  went  up  into  a  little  cabinet,  and  liaviag 
tinted  the  diamond  anew  unseen  by  them,  returned  and 
■bowed  it  to  the  IcwcUcrs.  Gaio  broke  out  at  once : 
"  Tl»b  i9  the  most  marvellous  thing  that  [  have  ever  seen 
in  the  oourae  of  my  whole  lifetime.  The  stone  ii  worth 
upwards  ol  eighteen  thousand  crowns,  whereas  we  valued 
it  at  b.ircly  twelve  thmisand."  Tlie  other  jcwellen  tunied 
to  him  and  laid :  "  Benvenuto  is  tlie  glory  oj  our  art,  and 
It  It  only  due  that  wre  should  doff  our  caps  to  him  and  to 
bit  foiU."  Tlicn  Gaio  said  :  "  I  shaU  go  and  tell  the  Pope, 
and  I  mean  to  procure  for  him  one  thousand  golden 
crmrnt  for  tlie  setting  ot  this  diamond."  Accordingly  he 
hnmcd  to  the  Pope  And  told  him  tlie  whole  slory ;  wherc- 
u|sin  hu  HohticM  «cnt  Uiree  times  on  tliat  day  to  see  if 
uic  rinn  was  hnithed. 

At  twenty- tlireo  o'clock  I  took  the  ring  to  (lie  palace; 
uid  since  Die  doors  were  always  open  to  mc,  1  hltcd  the 
curtain  geoUy,  and  saw  tlte  Pope  in  private  audience  with 
lb*  Uarcbese  del  Guaslo.'  The  Marciuis  must  luvc  been 
pnnlag  soaicthing  on  the  Pope  which  h«  wa*  unwilling  to 
pvtfom :  (or  1  hcird  him  any :  "  I  icll  you,  no ;  it  it  my 
buuncas  to  remain  neutr;il,  and  nothing  else."  1  was  re- 
liiing  as  quickly  as  1  could,  when  the  Pope  himself  called 
OM  bock  i  so  1  entered  the  room,  and  presented  the  dianxind 
rinit,  upon  which  he  tlrew  me  aside,  and  llie  Marquis  retired 
to  a  distance.  While  looking  at  Uie  diamond,  the  INtpc 
wUspcred  to  mc:  "Benvenuto.  begin  aoow  coowaatton 
witfa  OM  on  a  subject  which  shall  seem  Impoitanl,  and  do 
not  slop  talUnft  ao  long  as  the  Marquis  remains  in  thU  room." 
Then  be  took  to  walking  up  and  down  ;  and  the  occasion 
RuJditg  for  my  advantage,  1  was  very  glad  to  diaoonne 
■rtth  Urn  iipaa  the  nothods  1  had  used  to  tint  the  stone. 
TIm  Hatqola  r«naiiied  standing  apart,  leaning  at^unst  a  piece 

'  AUUMM  4'A*sl«.  mctmm  sni  bri>  i.>  \U  hmmt  FwrtlMisik  4-A**lofc 
KsiVdsairwus.    Uss«tMl(MM>Tn>oMStMnMtV)Mnr««UllM. 
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of  tapestry ;  and  DOW  lie  balanced  himself  about  on  one  foot, 
now  on  the  other.  The  subject  I  had  chosen  to  discouise 
upon  was  of  such  imponance,  if  fully  treated,  that  I  could 
have  tnlked  about  it  at  least  three  bouts.  The  Pope  wis 
entertained  to  such  a  degree  that  he  forgot  the  annoyance 
of  tlic  Uarquis  standing  Uiere.  I  sc:ixo(ied  what  I  had  to 
say  with  that  part  of  natural  philosophy  whtcli  belongs  to 
our  profession  ;  and  so  having  spoken  for  ne^u-  upon  an  hoar, 
the  Marquis  grew  tired  of  waiting,  and  went  oft  fuming. 
Then  the  Pope  bestowed  on  mc  the  moet  familiar  caresses 
which  can  t>e  imagined,  and  exclaimed :  "  Have  patience,  my 
dear  Benvenuto,  for  I  will  give  you  a  better  reward  for  your 
virtues  than  the  thottsand  crowns  which  Gaio  tells  me  your 
work  is  worth." 

On  this  I  took  my  leave  ;  and  the  Pope  pntised  me  in  the 
presence  of  his  hou^hold,  among  whom  was  the  fellow 
Latino  Juvenale,  whom  I  have  previously  mentioned.  This 
man,  having  become  my  enemy,  assiduously  strove  to  do  me 
hurt  ;  and  noticing  that  the  Pope  talked  of  me  with  so  much 
affection  and  warmth,  he  put  in  his  word:  "There  is  no 
doubt  at  all  that  Bcnvcnuto  is  a  person  of  very  remarkable 
genius ;  but  while  every  one  is  naturally  bound  to  (eel  more 
yoodwill  for  his  on'n  countrymen  than  for  others,  still  one 
ought  to  consider  maturely  what  language  it  is  right  and 
proper  to  use  when  speaking  of  a  Pope.  He  has  had  the 
audacity  to  say  lltikt  Pope  Clement  indeed  was  the  hand- 
somest sovereign  that  ever  reigned,  and  no  less  gifted ;  only 
that  luck  was  always  against  him:  and  he  s:i)-s  that  your 
Holiness  is  quite  the  opposite ;  tliat  tlie  tiara  seems  to  weep 
for  rage  upon  your  head ;  that  you  look  like  a  tniss  of  stmw 
with  clothes  on,  and  tliat  there  is  nothing  id  you  except  good 
luck."  These  words,  reported  by  a  mao  who  knew  most 
excellently  how  to  say  them,  had  such  force  that  they  gained 
credit  with  the  Pope.  Far  from  having  uttered  them,  such 
things  had  never  come  into  my  head.  If  the  Pope  could 
have  (lone  so  without  losing  credit,  he  tt*ould  certainly  have 
taken  fierce  revenge  upon  me  ;  but  being  a  man  of  great  tact 
and  talent,  he  made  a  show  of  turning  it  off  with  a  laugh. 
Nevertheless  he  bart>ourcd  in  his  heart  a  deep  vindictive 
feeling  against  me,  of  which  I  was  not  slow  to  be  avrare,  since 
I  had  no  longer  the  same  easy  access  to  his  apartments 
as  formerly,  but  foond  the  greatest  difBculty  in  procuring 
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ludienoe.  As  I  had  now  for  many  years  been  familiar  with 
Um  tunocra  of  the  Roman  court,  I  conceived  tliat  some  one 
tnd  done  me  •  bad  (uni  ;  and  on  making  dexterous  itiquirirs, 
I  wu  lolJ  the  whole,  but  not  the  name  of  my  calumniator.  I 
coutd  no(  imagine  who  the  man  was ;  had  I  but  found  him 
ool,  ny  reniicance  would  tiot  have  been  measured  by  troy 
«ci«hL' 
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I  went  on  working  at  my  book,  and  when  1  had  finished 
It  I  (iiok  it  to  the  IVipc.  who  wai  in  good  truth  unable 
to  refrain  Iwm  ct>mmending  it  greatly.  I  bcKKed  him  lo 
fend  me  with  It  to  the  Emperor,  as  he  had  r'n»mi9c<l.  He 
re|ilicil  tliat  he  woitld  do  what  he  tliought  fit,  and  that  1 
had  pcriormed  my  part  of  tlie  buaincas.  So  he  gave  ordera 
llul  I  abould  be  well  paid.  These  two  pieces  of  work, 
on  which  I  had  spent  upwards  of  two  months,  bfuu^ht  me 
In  five  hundred  crowns :  for  the  diamond  1  was  paid  one 
hundred  and  fifty  crowns  and  no  more ;  the  rest  was  given 
mc  (or  the  cover  of  the  )KX>k,  which,  however,  was  worth 
mora  thm  t  thiHinnd,  being  enriched  with  multitude*  of 
Alpim.  RrabcMiuc*.  enamellingi,  and  jewels.  I  t<K)k  what 
1  oodld  get,  and  in.i<le  my  mind  up  lo  leave  Rome  without 
perniltalQfL  The  I'opc  meanwhile  sent  my  book  to  the 
Emperor  by  tlie  hand  of  his  gnmdwxi,  Signor  Sforxa.* 
Upon  Mceptiog  it  the  ICmpcror  expressed  great  utiifactkm, 
KoU  immediately  a&kcd  for  mc.  Yi-iiug  Signor  Sfona,  who 
had  received  bis  instructions,  said  Uiat  I  had  beca  prevented 
by  illnos  from  coning.    All  this  was  reported  to  mc. 

My  prepoisUaiu  (or  Ibe  foonwy  into  France  were  made  ; 
uid  I  wislied  to  go  alone,  but  was  unable  on  account  o(  i 
tad  in  my  service  called  Aacaulo.  He  wu  of  •my  lender 
age,  and  the  most  adminUe  servant  to  the  worid.  When 
1  look  Itba  be  bad  left  a  former  master,  named  Francesco, 
a  Sfwdatd  aad  a  goldsmith.  1  did  not  miu:h  like  lo  take 
liin,  lot  I  ■faoold  get  into  a  quarrel  with  the  Spaniard,  and 
nkl   to  Aacanlo :    "  I  da  not  want  to  have  you,  for   fear 

■  U  mt  miti/Mt  wmMU  ■  mitmra  4  MrlMw. 
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of  offendinf!  your  master."  He  contrived  that  bis  maslet 
should  write  me  a  note  informing  me  that  1  wu  free  to 
take  him.  So  he  liod  been  with  me  some  months ;  and 
since  Ite  came  to  us  both  tliin  and  pale  of  (ace,  we  called 
him  "the  Itttlc  old  roan;"  indeed  1  almost  thought  he  was 
one,  partly  because  he  was  90  good  a  servant,  and  partljr 
because  he  was  so  clever  that  it  seemed  unlikely  he  should 
have  such  Utlent  at  thirteen  years,  which  he  affinned  his  age 
to  be.  Now  to  gp  bad:  to  the  point  from  which  I  started, 
be  improved  in  person  during  those  few  months,  and  gain- 
init  in  Resh,  became  the  handsomest  youth  in  Rome.  Being 
the  excellent  servant  which  I  have  descrilied,  and  showing 
marvellous  aptitude  for  our  art,  I  felt  a  warm  and  fothcily 
affection  for  him,  and  kept  him  clothed  as  if  he  had  been 
my  own  son.  When  the  boy  perceived  the  improvement 
he  had  made,  he  esteemed  it  a  good  piece  of  luck  that  be 
had  come  into  my  hands ;  and  he  used  frequently  to  go 
and  thunk  his  former  master,  who  had  been  the  cause  of 
his  prosperity.  Now  this  man  had  a  handsome  young 
woman  to  wife,  who  said  to  him  :  "  Surgetto  "  (that  was 
what  they  called  him  when  he  Uved  with  them),  "what 
have  you  been  doing  to  txwomc  so  handsome  ? "  Ascanio 
answered :  "  Madonna  Franccsca,  it  is  my  master  who  has 
made  me  so  handsome,  and  far  more  good  to  boot"  lo 
her  petty  spiteful  way  she  took  it  very  ill  tliat  Ascanio 
should  speak  so;  and  having  no  reputation  for  chastity, 
she  contrived  to  caress  the  lad  more  perhaps  th.^n  was 
quite  seemly,  which  made  me  notice  that  he  began  to  visit 
her  more  frequently  than  his  wont  had  been. 

One  day  Ascanio  took  to  beating  one  of  our  little  shop- 
boys,  who,  when  I  came  home  from  out  of  doors,  complained 
to  me  with  tears  that  Ascanio  had  knocked  him  about 
without  any  cause.  Hearing  this,  I  said  to  Ascanio : 
"With  cause  or  without  cause,  see  you  never  strike  any 
one  of  my  family,  or  else  I'll  make  you  fed  how  I  can 
strike  myself."  He  bandied  words  with  roe,  which  made 
me  jump  on  him  and  give  him  the  severest  drubbing  with 
both  fists  and  feet  that  he  had  ever  felt.  As  soon  as  he 
escaped  my  clutches,  he  ran  away  without  cape  or  cap,  and 
for  two  days  I  did  not  know  where  he  was,  and  took  no 
care  to  find  him.  After  that  time  a  Spanish  gentleman, 
called  Don  Diego,  came  to  speak  to  me.     He  u'as  tlie  motf. 
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KeneroDS  man  in  tlie  world.  I  had  made,  and  was  maldng, 
Kini«  Uiiugs  foe  him,  which  had  brought  us  well  actjuAtnted. 
He  told  mc  that  Ascanio  had  gone  back  to  his  old  master, 
and  asked  mc,  if  I  thought  it  p«x>per,  to  send  him  the  cape 
and  cap  which  I  had  given  him.  Theieupon  I  said  tliat 
Francesco  liad  behaved  badly,  and  like  a  low-bred  fellow ; 
lor  if  he  had  told  mc,  when  Ascanio  linl  came  back  to  him, 
that  he  was  in  his  house,  I  should  very  willingly  have  given 
Uju  lam ;  but  nnw  that  he  had  kept  him  two  days  without 
InComilng  me,  I  was  resolved  he  sliould  not  have  him ; 
sod  let  bim  take  care  tbat  I  do  not  >et  eyes  upon  the  lad 
la  his  house.  This  message  was  reported  by  Don  Diego, 
but  it  only  made  Francesco  laugh.  The  next  monitng  1 
■w  Ascanio  working  at  some  tritlcs  in  wire  at  his  master's 
itdc  As  I  was  pasting  he  bowe<l  to  me,  and  his  master 
aloKHt  Uughcd  mc  in  the  (ace.  He  sent  again  to  ask 
IbRMtgh  Don  Diego  whether  I  would  not  give  AKanio 
back  the  clothcB  he  had  received  from  me ;  but  if  not.  be 
did  not  mind,  and  Ascanio  should  not  want  for  clothes. 
Wlicn  I  beard  this,  I  turned  to  Don  Oicao  and  said :  "  Don 
Dkgo,  sir,  in  all  your  dealings  you  are  the  mo«t  libetal 
and  wortby  man  1  ever  knew ;  bnt  thai  Francesco  ft  quite 
the  opposite  of  you  ;  he  is  nothing  better  than  a  worthless 
and  diabunoured  renegade.  Tell  him  from  me  that  U  be 
doea  Dot  tutng  Ascanio  here  himself  to  my  shop  before  the 
bdl  for  vespers,  I  will  asaure<lty  kill  him ;  and  tcU  Ascanio 
that  U  be  docs  not  quit  that  house  at  the  hour  appointed 
for  bis  master,  1  will  treat  him  much  in  the  same  way." 
Don  Oiego  made  no  answer,  but  went  and  inspired  such 
terror  in  Fraooceco  tbat  be  knew  Dot  what  to  do  with  him* 
•cU.  Ascanio  meanwhile  had  gone  to  find  his  fatlicr,  wbo 
bad  cooe  to  Rome  from  Tagtiacouo,  his  birth[^ce ;  and 
thla  man  also,  when  be  heard  about  the  row,  adriaed 
FtBDOeuo  to  bring  Ascanio  back  to  me.  Francesco  said 
to  Ascanio :  "  Go  on  your  own  account,  and  jrow  (atber 
rftaO  00  witl)  you."  Don  Oicgo  put  m  :  "  Francetco,  I 
foraiee  tbat  somctiiing  very  scnuus  wtll  liappcn  ;  jxiu  know 
batter  Iban  1  do  what  a  man  Benvcnuto  Is ;  take  the  lad 
badt  oourajteoualj,  and  I  will  come  with  you."  I  had  pre- 
pared myseU,  and  was  pacing  up  and  down  the  shop  waiting 
(or  the  twil  to  vespers ;  my  mind  was  made  up  to  do  one 
of  the  bloodiest  deeds  which  I  had  evct  attempted  in  wjr 
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life.  Just  then  arrived  Don  Dieso.  Pnuicetco.  Ascenio, 
and  his  father,  wliotn  1  did  not  know.  When  Ascanio 
entered,  I  gucd  at  the  whole  comp.any  with  e>'es  of  nij;e, 
and  Francesco,  pale  as  death,  began  as  follows  :  "Sec  here, 
I  have  brought  back  Ascanio,  whom  1  kept  with  mc,  not 
thinking  that  I  should  oflfcnd  >'od."  Ascanio  added  humbly: 
"  Master,  pardon  me ;  I  am  at  your  disposal  here,  to  do 
whatever  yon  shall  order."  Then  I  said  :  "  Have  j'ou  come 
to  work  out  the  time  you  promised  me?"  He  answered 
yes,  and  that  he  meant  never  to  lea%-e  me.  Then  1  turned 
and  told  the  shopboy  he  had  beaten  to  hand  him  the 
boodle  of  clothes,  and  said  to  him :  "  Here  are  all  the 
dothes  I  gave  >-ou ;  take  with  them  your  discliarKe,  and 
RO  where  you  like."  Don  DieKo  stood  astonished  at  this, 
which  was  quite  tlie  contrary'  of  what  he  tiad  expected ; 
while  Ascanio  with  his  fatlier  besought  me  to  pardon  and 
take  him  back.  On  my  asking  who  it  was  who  spoke  for 
him,  he  said  it  was  his  father;  to  whom,  after  many  en- 
treaties, I  replied :  "  Because  you  are  tiis  father,  fot-  yout 
sake  1  will  take  biin  back." 
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I  had  formed  the  resolution,  as  1  said  a  short  while  back, 
to  go  toward  France ;  partly  because  I  saw  that  tlie  Pope 
did  n<it  hold  me  in  tlic  same  esteem  as  forntcily,  my  faithful 
service  having  been  t>csmirched  by  lying  tongues ;  and 
also  because  I  feared  lest  those  who  had  the  power  mijcht 
play  me  some  worse  trick.  So  I  was  determined  to  seek 
better  fortune  in  a  foreign  land,  and  wished  to  leave  Rome 
witho4it  company  or  license.  On  the  eve  of  my  projected 
departure,  I  told  my  faithful  friend  Felice  to  make  free  use 
of  all  my  effects  during  my  absence ;  and  in  the  case  of 
my  not  rctoming,  left  him  everything  I  possessed.  Now 
there  was  a  Pemt^an  workman  in  my  employ,  who  had 
helped  me  on  thoae  commissions  from  the  ['0)>e;  and  after 
p.iynng  his  wages,  1  told  him  be  must  leave  my  service. 
He  begged  mc  in  reply  to  let  him  go  with  me,  and  said 
he  would  come  at  his  own  charges;  if  I  stopped  to  work 
for  the  King  o(  France,  it  would  certainly  be  better  for  me 
lo  have  Italians  by  me,  and  in  particular  such  persons  aa 
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I  knew  to  be  capaUe  of  giviog  me  assistance.  Hi*  entreaties 
and  argtiiDcnts  pcraiuidcd  mc  to  take  him  on  llic  journey 
lo  the  Runner  be  proposed.  Atcanio,  who  was  present  at 
Uils  ilebote,  nid,  hali  in  lean :  "  When  yoa  took  me  back, 
I  nid  I  wished  to  remain  with  you  my  lifetime,  and  so  I 
bare  it  in  my  mind  to  do."  I  told  him  that  noUiing  in  tlie 
world  would  make  mc  consent ;  but  when  1  saw  tliat  the 
poor  bd  wa*  preparing  to  follow  on  foot,  I  engaged  a  horse 
for  hJm  too,  put  a  aaall  vatiac  upon  the  crupper,  and  loaded 
myself  with  far  more  useless  baggage  than  I  should  other- 
wise have  taken.* 

Ftora  home  1  travelled  to  Florence,  from  Florence  to 
Bologna,  from  Bologna  to  Venice,  and  from  Venice  to 
Padta.  There  ray  dear  friend  AllKrticdo  del  Bene  made 
me  kave  the  inn  for  bis  )i»use ;  and  next  day  1  went  lo 
Ua  the  hand  ol  Meuer  Pietm  Bembo,  who  was  not  yet 
■  Cardinal.*  He  received  me  with  marks  of  the  warmest 
■flectfoo  whidi  could  be  bestowed  on  any  man ;  then 
tnmina  to  Albertaccio,  he  said :  "  I  want  Bcnvcnuto  to 
stay  bcrc,  with  all  his  followers,  even  though  tlicy  be 
a  hundred  laen  ;  make  tlien  your  muid  up,  if  you  want 
Benvniato  abo,  to  stay  here  with  me,  lor  1  do  not  mean 
daewiae  to  let  you  have  him."  Accordingly  I  spent  a 
vary  pleasant  visit  at  the  bouse  of  that  moat  acoomp)ish«d 
gMllaiMn.  He  had  a  room  prepared  tor  rae  which  would 
have  been  too  grand  (or  a  cardinal,  and  always  insLrtod  on 
my  taking  my  meals  beside  bim.  Later  on,  he  began  to 
hint  in  very  modest  terms  that  he  sl)'>uld  greatly  like  me 
to  lake  his  portrait.  I,  who  desired  nottiing  in  the  world 
flkira,  praparod  aome  tnow-white  plaster  in  a  little  box, 
aad  set  to  work  at  once.  Tlic  ftnt  day  I  spent  two  boon 
on  end  at  my  modetlinc  and  blocked  out  the  fine  bead  of 
that  eminent  man  with  so  much  Rnec  of  manner  tlial  his 
lordship  Wiis  (airiy  astounded.  Now,  though  he  was  a 
man  of  profound  eruditloo  and  without  a  rivji  in  poriry, 
he  uiMjcntood  nothinit  at  all  about  my  art ;  this  wade  him 
think  that  I  bad  finished  when  I  had  bardly  befpin,  so  thai 
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I  could  aot  make  him  comprehend  what  a  lond  time  it  took 
to  execute  a  thing  of  that  sort  thoroughly.  At  lost  I  re- 
solved to  do  it  as  well  as  I  was  able,  and  to  spend  the 
requisite  time  upon  it ;  but  since  he  wore  his  beard  short 
after  Uie  Venetian  fasliion,  I  had  great  trouble  in  modelling 
a  head  to  my  own  satisfaction.  However,  I  finished  it, 
and  judged  it  about  the  finest  specimen  I  had  produced 
in  all  the  points  pertaining  to  my  art.  Great  was  the 
astonishment  of  Messcr  Pietro,  who  conceived  tliat  I  should 
have  completed  the  waxen  model  in  two  hours  and  the 
steel  in  ten,  when  he  found  that  I  employed  two  hundred 
on  tlie  wax,  and  then  was  begging  for  leave  to  pursue 
my  journey  toward  France.  This  threw  him  into  much 
concern,  and  he  implored  me  at  least  to  design  the  reverse 
for  his  medal,  which  was  to  t>e  a  Pegasus  encircled  with 
a  wreath  ol  m)Ttle.  I  performed  my  task  in  the  space 
of  some  three  hoars,  and  gave  it  a  line  air  of  elegance. 
He  was  exceedingly  dehghted,  and  said:  "This  horse 
seems  to  me  ten  times  more  difficult  to  do  than  the  little 
portrait  on  which  you  have  bestowed  so  much  pains.  I 
cannot  understand  what  made  it  such  a  Labour."  All  the 
same,  be  kept  entreating  me  to  execute  the  piece  in  steel, 
exclaiming :  "  For  Heaven's  sake,  do  it ;  I  know  that,  if 
you  choose,  you  will  gel  it  quickly  finished."  1  told  him 
that  I  was  not  willing  to  nuke  it  there,  but  promised 
without  fail  to  take  it  in  hand  wherever  I  might  stop  to 
work. 

While  this  debate  was  being  carried  on  I  went  to 
bargain  for  three  horses  which  I  wanted  on  my  travels; 
and  he  took  care  that  a  secret  watch  should  t>e  kept  over 
my  proceedings,  for  he  had  vast  authority  in  Padua ; 
wherefore,  when  I  proposed  to  pay  for  the  horses,  which 
were  to  cost  five  hundred  ducats,  their  owner  answered : 
'*  Illustrious  artist,  I  make  you  a  present  of  the  tliree 
horses."  I  rcpUed :  "  It  is  not  you  who  give  them  ow  j 
and  from  the  generous  donor  I  cannot  accept  them,  seeing 
I  have  been  unable  to  present  him  with  any  specimen  of 
my  craft"  The  good  fellow  said  that,  if  I  did  not  take 
them,  I  should  get  no  other  horses  in  Padua,  and  should 
have  to  make  my  jouniey  on  foot.  Upon  that  I  returned 
to  the  magnificent  Mcsser  Pietro,  who  affected  to  be  igno- 
rant  of    the   afiair,  and   only   tj^ged   me   with    marks   of 
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Idndoen  to  remain  in  Pidui.  This  vna  contrair  to  ny 
iotenUofi,  for  1  )i.iJ  quite  reaolvcd  to  set  out  1  Ihcrcforo  I 
had  to  accept  the  three  bones,  and  with  thcui  we  began 
our  journey. 

xcv 

I  chose  tlie  route  through  the  GriKtns,  all  otlier  pas>ca 
beinjl  unsafe  on  account  of  war.  Wc  crossed  the  uioun- 
taU»  ot  tlic  Alba  and  Ucrlina ;  it  was  ttic  8tb  of  May,  and 
the  tnow  upon  them  lay  in  mastcs.'  At  the  utmost  hazard 
of  our  lives  we  luccccdcd  in  tunnoiinting  those  two  Alpine 
lidges;  and  when  they  had  been  tiavened,  we  stopped  at 
a  place  which,  if  I  remember  rightly,  is  called  Valdist). 
Tlicre  we  took  up  quarten.  and  at  nijjhtfall  tlierc  arrived 
a  Rotrntinc  cornier  oamod  Buabaoca.  I  had  heard  him 
mcnttuned  as  a  aixn  of  character  aod  able  in  liia  profeaaioD, 
txit  I  did  not  know  that  he  bad  forfeited  that  reputation 
by  his  roj;ucries.  When  he  saw  me  in  the  hostelry,  he 
addrcwed  me  by  my  name,  said  he  was  going  on  busincsa 
of  Importance  to  Lyons,  and  entreated  me  to  lend  him 
OMDoy  for  the  journey.  1  nld  I  liod  no  money  to  lend, 
but  that  if  be  liked  to  join  me,  I  would  pay  his  expenses 
as  lar  H  Lyooa.  The  rascal  wept,  and  wheedled  uic  with 
■  loag  atocy,  nyiog :  "  If  a  poor  courier  emploj-ed  on  affaiia 
of  BotioDal  consequence  has  fallen  short  at  mon«y,  ll  is  tb« 
dotj  of  a  man  like  yon  to  aasiit  him."  Then  be  addod 
that  be  was  carrying  things  of  the  utmoet  Importance  from 
Maaser  FtUppo  Stnttsi;*  and  showing  me  a  leather  cua 
for  a  cap  he  had  with  htm,  whbpcted  in  my  car  that  it 
held  a  goUct  of  lulvcr  whldi  contained  jcwcU  to  tlic  value 
ol  many  tliouiands  of  ducats,  toueUicr  with  Icttcn  of  vast 
consequence,  sent  by  Mcucr  FlUppo  Stroui.  I  told  him 
Ifaal  he  ought  to  lot  me  cocMXal  the  jewels  about  lus  own 
person,  which  would  tie  mucli  Icsa  daiagerons  than  auiytng 
them  in  the  goblet :  be  might  give  tliat  up  to  me,  and.  ita 
value  being  probably  about  ten  crawni^  I  would  supply 
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bim  with  twenty-five  on  the  security.  To  these  worda  Uie 
courier  replied  that  he  would  go  with  me,  since  be  coutd 
not  do  otherwise,  for  to  give  up  the  goblet  would  not  too 
to  his  honour. 

Accordingly  we  stnick  tlie  bargain  so ;  and  taking  horse 
oezt  morning,  atnie  to  a  take  between  Valdistate  and 
Vessa ;  it  is  fifteen  miles  long  when  one  reaches  Vessa. 
On  beholding  the  boats  upon  th:it  lake  1  took  (right ; 
because  tlicy  arc  of  pine,  of  no  great  size  and  no  great 
thickness,  loosely  put  together,  and  not  even  pitclied.  If 
I  had  not  seen  four  German  gentlemen,  Willi  their  four 
horses,  embarking  in  one  of  the  same  sort  as  our%  I  should 
never  have  set  my  foot  in  it ;  indeed  1  should  far  more 
likely  have  tiuned  tail ;  but  when  I  saw  their  barc-btained 
recklessness,  I  took  it  into  my  head  that  those  German 
waters  would  not  drown  folk,  as  oun  do  in  Italy.  How- 
ever, my  two  young  men  kept  s.-iying  to  me :  "  Benvenuto, 
it  is  Mirdy  dangerous  to  cuibark  in  this  craft  with  four 
horses."  I  rcphcd :  "  You  cowards,  do  jwu  not  obsen-e 
how  tliose  four  gentlemen  have  taken  boat  before  us,  and 
are  going  on  their  way  with  laughter  ?  If  this  were  wine, 
as  indeed  'tis  water,  I  should  say  that  they  were  going 
^adly  to  drown  themselves  in  it ;  b«it  as  it  is  but  water,  I 
know  well  tliat  they  have  no  more  pleasure  tlian  we  have 
in  drowning  there."  The  lake  was  fifteen  miles  long  and 
about  three  broad  ;  on  one  side  rose  a  mountain  very  tall 
and  cavernous,  on  the  other  some  Bat  land  aitd  gmssy, 
Wlien  we  had  gone  about  (our  miles,  it  began  to  storm 
upon  the  lake,  and  our  oarsmen  asked  us  to  help  in 
rowing ;  this  we  did  awhile.  I  made  gestures  and  directed 
them  to  land  us  on  the  farther  sliore ;  they  said  it  was  not 
possible,  because  tliere  was  not  depth  of  water  for  the 
bo>:kl,  and  thei-e  were  shoals  tliere.  which  would  make  it 
go  to  pieces  and  drown  us  all ;  and  still  they  kept  on  urging 
OS  to  lielp  them.  The  boatmen  shouted  one  to  the  other, 
calling  for  assistance.  When  I  saw  them  tlius  dismayed, 
my  horse  being  an  intelligent  animal,  I  arranged  ttie  bridle 
on  his  neck  and  took  the  end  of  the  halter  with  my  left 
hand.  The  horse,  like  most  of  his  kind,  being  not  devoid 
of  reason,  seemed  to  have  an  instinct  of  my  intention ;  for 
having  turned  his  face  towards  the  fresh  grass,  I  meant 
that  he  sttould  svfim  and  <lr;iw  me  after  him.    Just  at  thai 
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momeot  it  great  wave  broke  over  the  hoaL  Ascanio 
aliricked  out :  "  Mercy,  my  fatlicr  ;  save  inc."  aiid  wanted 
(o  throw  himscll  u|>an  my  neck.  Accordingly,  I  laid  band 
to  m)-  little  dAggcr,  and  told  tbecn  to  do  as  I  had  shown 
tfaem.  «eein({  that  ttic  horses  would  save  their  lives  as  well 
u  I  too  hoped  to  cicape  with  mine  t>y  llic  same  means ; 
bat  tliat  if  he  tried  to  jump  on  me,  I  should  kill  him.  So 
we  went  lorward  sc^'c^U  miles  in  this  great  pen)  ot  oat 
III 


XCVI 

Wbeo  we  had  reached  the  middle  of  the  lake,  wa  (ound 
I  little  bit  of  level  ground  where  we  could  land,  aiid  1  saw 
that  tliose  four  Gcrinao  gentlemen  had  already  come  to 
■bora  there ;  but  on  our  nishing  to  disembark,  tlic  txnt- 
raen  would  heir  nothinjt  of  it.  Then  I  said  to  my  younfl 
men ;  **  Now  it  the  time  to  show  what  slufT  we  are  made 
of ;  n  draw  your  surords,  and  tone  these  fellows  to  put 
us  oa  shore."  This  we  did,  not  bowcrer  without  difTiciilty, 
lor  tbey  offered  a  stubborn  resistance.  When  at  last  we 
got  to  land,  wc  had  to  cUmb  tlut  muuntain  lor  two  miles, 
and  it  was  more  troublesome  llian  (letting  up  a  Uilcler.  I 
was  completely  clothed  in  nwiil,  witti  biK  txNits,  and  a  gun 
io  my  hand;  and  it  was  raining  as  though  the  lounlaiiii  of 
Uie  heaven*  were  opened.  Those  devils,  the  Ccinun  gentle- 
men,  leading  their  tilllc  horses  by  the  bridle,  accompltihcd 
miracles  of  agility;  but  otir  :uiimals  were  not  up  to  the 
business,  and  we  burst  with  tlie  fatigitc  of  making  them 
ascend  tliat  hill  of  difficulty.  We  hail  dimbcd  a  little  way, 
when  Ascanio's  hixsc,  an  excellent  beast  o(  Huasahan  race, 
made  a  false  step.  He  was  going  a  few  paces  before  the 
courier  Busbacca,  to  whom  Ascanio  had  given  his  buce  to 
carry  lor  him.  Well,  the  path  was  so  bod  tluit  the  hone 
sttuiitilcd,  and  went  on  scraintiltng  Ixickwards,  without  being 
able  to  regain  his  footing,  till  he  stuck  upon  the  point  trf 
Ilie  tonce,  which  that  rogue  of  a  Gitirier  had  nut  the  wit  to 
keep  out  of  his  way.  Tlic  weapon  pawed  richt  thrmigh 
his  tltnial ;  and  when  my  oUicr  workman  went  to  help  him, 
hia  horse  also,  a  black-coloured  animal,  slipped  towards  the 
lalce,  aad  held  oo  by  soaw  shrub  whidi  offered  but  a  stiglit 
flupport     Thia   bone  was  carrying  a  pair  of  saddle-bagu, 
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which  contained  all  my  money  .-in<l  other  valiubles. 
cried  out  to  the  youii^  in:ui  to  n\'e  his  own  life,  and  let 
the  horse  go  to  the  devil.  The  fall  was  more  than  a  mile 
of  prcci|»tou3  descent  at>ove  tlie  waters  of  the  Like.  Just 
betow  the  place  our  boatmen  had  taken  up  their  station : 
so  that  if  the  horse  fell,  he  would  have  come  precisely  on 
tlient.  I  was  ahead  of  the  whole  company,  and  we  waited 
to  see  the  horse  plunge  headlong ;  it  seemed  certain  that 
be  must  go  to  perdition.  During  tliis  I  said  to  my  young 
men :  "  Be  under  no  concern ;  let  us  save  our  lives,  and 
give  thanks  to  God  for  all  that  happens.  I  am  only  dis- 
troMed  (or  that  poor  fellow  Busbacca,  who  tied  his  goblet 
and  his  jewels  to  the  value  of  several  thousands  ot  ducats 
on  the  horse's  saddle-bow,  tliinkJng  that  tlie  safest  places 
My  things  arc  but  a  few  hundred  crowns,  and  I  am  in 
no  (ear  whalcvcr.  if  only  I  get  God's  protection,"  Then 
Busbacca  cried  out :  "  1  am  not  sorry  for  my  own  loss,  but 
for  yours."  "  Why."  said  I  to  him,  "  arc  you  sorry  tor 
my  triltes,  and  not  for  all  that  property  of  yours?"  He 
answered :  "  I  will  tell  you  in  God's  name ;  in  these  cir- 
cumstances and  at  the  point  of  peril  we  have  reached,  truth 
must  be  spoken.  I  know  that  yours  are  crowns,  and  are 
so  in  good  sooth  i  but  that  case  in  which  I  said  I  had 
so  many  jewels  and  other  lies,  is  all  full  vi  caviare;"  On 
hearing  this  I  could  not  hold  from  bughing  ;  my  young 
men  laughed  loo ;  and  he  began  to  cry.  The  horse  extri- 
cated itself  by  a  great  effort  when  we  had  given  it  up  for 
lost.  So  then,  still  laughing,  we  summoned  our  forces, 
and  bent  ourselves  to  making  the  ascent.  The  four 
German  gentlemen,  having  gained  the  top  beiotc  us,  sent 
down  some  folk  who  gave  us  aid.  Thus  at  length  we 
reached  our  lodging  in  the  wilderness.  Htn,  bdng  wet 
to  the  skin,  tired  out,  and  famished,  we  were  nrast  agreeably 
entertained ;  we  dried  ourselves,  took  rest,  and  satisfied 
our  hunger,  while  certain  wild  herbs  were  applied  to  the 
wounded  horse.  They  pointed  out  to  us  the  plant  in 
question,  of  which  the  hedges  were  full  ;  and  we  were  told 
that  if  the  wound  was  kept  continu^illy  plugged  with  its 
leaves,  the  beast  would  not  only  recover,  t^t  would  scr^'e 
us  just  as  if  it  had  sustained  no  injury.  We  proceeded  to 
do  as  they  advised.  Tlien  having  thanked  those  gentle- 
men, and  feeling  ourselves  entirely  refreshed,  we  quitted  the 
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plxce,  and  travelled  onwarda,  tluuldntf  God  lor  saving  im 
from  Mich  great  pcrila. 

XCVII 

We  reached  a  town  beyond  Vcssa.  where  we  passed  tlui 
niKht.  Add  hc:ird  a  watchman  tbroogh  all  the  hours  singing 
vcr>-  Agreeably ;  for  all  Uic  bouses  of  that  city  bciu)j  Iniilt 
of  pine  wood,  it  wa3  tlic  w;ttchinan't  only  butincss  to  warn 
lolk  against  fire.  Busbacca's  nerves  had  been  quite  shaken 
by  the  day's  adventures ;  accordingly,  each  hour  when  the 
watchman  sang,  he  called  out  in  his  sleep :  **  Ah  God,  I  am 
drowning  !  "  I'hat  WM  beauise  of  the  fright  he  had  hiid ; 
■ad  bcstdci,  he  hsd  got  drunk  in  (he  c%-emug,  beoutec  be 
would  til  tx)0£ing  with  all  the  Gciinaiis  who  were  there ; 
and  aontetimet  ho  cried :  "  I  am  burning,"  and  somctimea : 
"  I  am  drowning ; "  and  at  other  times  lie  thought  he  was 
In  bcU,  aiKl  tortured  with  that  cavi^ire  suspended  round  bit 
tfaroaL 

This  night  was  ao  amuBtng,  thai  it  turned  all  uur  troubles 
into  langhtcr.  In  the  morning  we  rose  with  very  fine 
WWthcr,  and  went  to  dine  in  a  smiling  tittle  place  called 
Loecft.  Here  wc  obtained  excellent  entertainment,  and 
Ibea  engaged  guides,  who  were  returning  to  a  town  called 
Sarfcb.  1'he  guide  who  attended  ua  went  along  the  dyked 
l»nk  of  a  lake ;  there  was  no  other  nati ;  and  tlie  dyke 
Itself  was  cnvered  with  w.iter.  »o  ttiat  the  reckless  fellow 
■lipped,  and  Icit  toficthcr  with  hi*  horse  bcncalh  the  water. 
I,  who  wai  tiut  a  few  steps  behind  hini.  stopped  my  ttOCM, 
atid  waited  to  sec  the  donkey  get  out  of  the  water.  Just  as 
if  outliing  had  happened,  be  began  to  >ing  again,  and  made 
signs  to  mo  to  follow.  1  broke  away  upon  the  rlgltt  band, 
■nd  got  jihmugh  some  hedges,  making  my  young  men  and 
Biatowca  take  tlial  way.  The  guide  uliouled  m  (Icnnan 
that  if  the  folk  of  those  parts  saw  me  they  would  put  me  to 
death.  However,  we  passed  forward,  and  escaped  tliat  other 
storm. 

S(>  wc  arritcd  at  Surich,  a  marvellous  dty,  bright  and 
pottsbcd  Uks  a  little  gem.  There  we  rested  a  whole  day, 
then  left  betimes  one  monitng,  and  reached  aoother  fair 
city  called  Sofailonia  Thence  we  came  Id  Usenna,  from 
Usoiuu  to  Ginevra,  from  Qinevra  to  Uonc,  always  singing 
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and  laughing.  At  Lionc  1  rested  four  days,  and  had  much 
pleasant  intercourse  witli  some  of  my  friends  there ;  1  v^a 
also  repaid  what  I  had  spent  upon  Busbacca ;  afterwards 
I  set  out  upon  the  road  to  Paris.  This  was  a  delightful 
journey,  except  that  when  wc  reached  Palissa '  a  l>and  of 
venturers  tried  to  murder  us,'  and  it  was  only  by  great 
courage  and  address  tlut  we  got  free  from  them.  From 
that  point  onward  we  travelled  to  Paris  without  the  least 
trouble  in  the  world.  Alwaj-s  singing  and  Laughing,  wc 
arrived  safely  at  our  destination. 


xcvm 

After  taking  some  repose  in  Paris,  I  went  lo  visH  the 
painter  Rosso,  who  was  in  the  King's  service.  I  thought 
to  find  in  him  one  of  the  sincercst  friends  1  had  in  the 
world,  seeing  that  in  Rome  I  had  done  him  the  greatest 
benefits  which  one  man  can  confer  upon  another.  As 
these  may  be  described  briefly,  I  will  not  here  omit  tlieir 
mention,  in  order  to  expose  the  shamelcssncss  of  such  in> 
gnititude.  While  he  was  in  Rome,  then,  being  a  man 
given  to  txickbiting,  he  spoke  so  ill  of  Raffacllo  da  Urbino's 
works,  that  tlie  pu{Mls  of  the  latter  were  quite  resolved  to 
murder  him.  From  this  peril  I  saved  him  by  keeping  a 
close  \\'atcli  upon  him  day  and  night.  Again,  the  evil  things 
said  by  Rosso  against  Sao  Gallo,'  that  excellent  architect, 
caused  the  bttcr  to  get  work  taken  from  him  which  he 
had  previously  procured  for  him  from  Messer  Agnolo  da 
Ced :  and  after  this  San  Gallo  used  his  influence  so  strenu- 
ously against  him  that  he  must  have  been  brought  to  the 
verge  of  star^'ation,  had  not  I  pitied  his  condition  and  lent 
him  some  scores  of  crowns  to  live  upon.  So  then,  not 
having  been  repaid,  and  knowing  that  he  held  cmpln>'ment 
under  the  King.  I  went,  as  1  have  said,  lo  look  him  upi  I 
did  not  merely  expect  him  to  discharge  his  debt,  but  also 
to  show  me  ^vour  and  assist  in  placing  me  in  that  great 
monarch's  service. 

■  UFaliot. 

■  Cclliai,  in  i^  niintlvc  of  lu>  Kcood  Ficnch  joamcr)',  dptthii  ituti  ibeM 
rtH/mrttri  *ttt  >  notabU  cr««  ol  \tiy  daruif,  biigiodi  m  ibc  LyoMM 
ptiyriiice. 

'  Anioeio  da  S«n  Gallo,  coe  of  the  bat  tnUteeU  o(  the  laUf  Rtmimam 
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NVhen  Roaso  set  eyes  on  me,  his  counteoance  changed 
■nddenly,  and  lie  excLumcd :  "  Bcnrcnuto,  you  have  Uiicn 
tiii*  (oriK  joumcy  at  gre:it  charge  to  your  loss ;  especially 
si  this  proeut  lime,  when  all  men's  thou^ts  are  occupied 
with  war,  and  not  with  tlie  baj[atell«s  of  our  profession."  I 
replied  that  I  had  brought  money  enough  to  take  me  back 
tu  Home  as  I  had  oome  to  Paris,  and  that  Uiib  was  not  the 
proper  return  for  the  pains  I  had  endured  for  him,  and 
tliat  DOW  I  befjan  to  believe  what  Maestro  Antonio  da  San 
Gtllo  nid  of  him.  When  be  tried  to  luni  the  matter  into 
]cit  on  thia  exposure  of  his  fataenoM,  I  sIk^wkI  him  a  letter 
si  excbange  for  fire  hundred  crowns  upon  Rtcciardo  del 
Bom.  Then  the  rascil  w:ls  ash.ime<l,  and  wanted  to  detain 
me  almoct  by  force ;  but  I  Liughed  at  liim.  and  toc^  my 
leave  in  the  company  of  a  painter  whom  I  found  there. 
Tliis  man  was  called  Sguazzella  :>  be  too  was  a  Florentine  ; 
and  I  went  to  lodge  in  his  bouse,  with  three  horses  and 
Uireo  servaitia,  at  to  much  per  week.  He  treated  me  very 
well,  and  waa  even  better  paid  by  mc  in  return. 

Afterwards  I  sought  audience  o(  tlie  King,  through  the 
inlroducUon  ol  his  trcasiu^r,  Mcsscr  GiuUano  Buonaccorti.* 
1  met,  however,  with  cooslderuble  dcla>-s,  owing,  as  I  did 
not  then  know,  to  the  strenuous  exertions  Kosso  made 
a0tinit  my  adraiMion  to  his  ll«|eaty.  When  Mesaer  Giuliano 
beeane  aware  ot  this,  be  tocdc  me  down  at  once  to  Fontana 
BtUo,'  and  brouglil  me  Into  the  ptesencc  nf  the  King,  who 
gnalsd  me  a  whole  hoar  ol  very  gracious  audience.  Since 
be  was  then  on  the  point  of  setting  out  for  Lyons,  be 
lotd  Uetacr  Giuliano  to  take  me  wiUi  him,  adding  that  on 
tbe  ioumey  we  could  discuss  »^me  woiks  of  art  his  Majesty 
bad  it  in  his  head  lo  execute.  Accordingly,  1  foUowod  the 
conil ;  and  on  tlie  vny  1  entered  into  doae  rdations  witli 
Ibe  Cardinal  of  Fenara,  irtio  bad  not  at  that  pcnod 
obtained  the  hat*  Bvcry  evening  I  used  to  hold  long 
converaationa  with  the  Cardinal,  in  the  course  of  wtiich  hit 
lonbUp  advised   me  to  remain  at  an   abbey  ol   hia  in 
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Lyon),  and  there  to  abide  at  ease  until  the  Ktnc  returned 
from  tliis  campaign,  adding  that  be  was  Kntni{  on  to 
Grenoble,  and  that  1  sJiouid  enjoy  cvety  convenience  in 
the  abbey. 

When  wc  readied  Lyons  I  »-a«  already  ill,  and  my  lad 
Ascanio  had  taken  a  quartan  fever.  The  French  and  their 
court  were  twth  grown  irksome  to  me,  and  I  counted  tbe 
hours  till  I  could  find  myself  again  in  Rome.  On  seeing 
my  anxiety  to  return  home,  the  Cardinal  gave  me  money 
sufficient  for  making  him  a  silver  bason  and  jug.  So  we 
took  good  horses,  and  set  our  faces  in  the  direction  of 
Rome,  passing  the  ^mplon,  and  travelling  for  some  while 
in  the  company  of  certain  Frenchmen ;  Ascaoio  troubled 
by  his  quartan,  and  I  by  a  slow  fever  which  I  found  it 
quite  impossible  to  Ihrou,'  off.  I  had,  moreover,  got  my 
stomach  out  of  order  to  such  an  extent,  thai  for  the  space 
of  four  months,  as  I  verily  believe.  I  hardly  ate  one  whole 
loaf  of  bread  in  the  week ;  and  great  was  my  longing  to 
reach  Italy,  being  desirous  to  die  there  rather  than  in 
France. 

XCIX 

When  we  had  crossed  the  mountains  of  the  Simplon,  we 
came  to  a  river  near  a  place  called  Indcvedro.'  It  was 
broad  and  ver>'  deep,  spanned  by  a  long  narrow  bridge 
without  ramparts.  That  morning  a  thick  white  frost  had 
fallen ;  and  when  t  reached  the  bridge,  nding  before  the 
rest,  I  recognised  how  dangerous  it  was,  and  bade  my 
servants  and  young  men  dismount  and  lead  their  horses. 
So  )  got  across  witliout  accident,  and  rode  on  talking  with 
one  of  Uie  Frenchmen,  whose  condition  was  that  of  a 
gentleman.  The  other,  who  was  a  scrivener,  tagged  a  little 
way  behind,  jeering  the  French  gentleman  and  me  because 
we  had  been  so  frightened  by  nothing  at  all  as  to  give  our- 
selves the  trouble  of  walking.  1  turned  round,  and  seeing 
him  upon  the  middle  of  the  bridge,  t^egged  him  to  come 
gently,  since  the  pl;»cc  was  very  dangerous.  The  fellow, 
true  to  his  Frendi  nature,  cried  out  in  French  that  I  was 
a   man    of    poor   spirit,   and   that   there   was  no    danger 
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wliatsocvcr.  While  he  spoke  these  words  and  urged  his 
hone  forward.  Ihc  animal  suddenly  slipped  over  the  bridge, 
ind  fell  with  legs  in  air  close  to  a  huge  rock  there  wa« 
Uiere.  Now  God  is  verj'  often  merciful  to  mndmcn  ;  to  the 
two  beasts,  human  and  equine,  plunged  together  into  a  deep 
wide  pool,  where  both  of  them  went  down  below  th« 
water.  On  scetni;  what  had  happened.  1  set  off  niniiinti 
at  full  speed.  acnimMed  with  much  diffiailty  on  to  the 
rock,  and  dangling  over  from  it,  seized  the  skirt  ot  the 
•crivener's  gown  and  pulled  him  up,  for  be  was  still  sub- 
nergcd  beneath  the  surface.  He  had  drunk  his  bellyful  of 
water,  and  was  within  an  ace  of  being  drowned.  I  then, 
beholding  him  out  of  danger,  congratulated  the  man  upon 
my  having  been  the  means  of  rescuing  his  hfe.  The  fellow 
to  tltis  aniiwered  me  in  French,  that  I  had  done  nothing ; 
the  important  things  to  nre  u-cre  his  writings,  wortli 
auny  acorca  of  crowns  ;  and  tltese  words  he  seemed  to  say 
in  Knger,  dripping  wet  and  aplullenng  the  while.  There- 
upon, I  turned  round  to  our  guides,  and  ordered  them  to 
help  the  brute,  adding  that  1  would  see  them  paid.  One  of 
ihoD  with  great  addrev  and  trouble  act  himself  to  the  biui- 
atom,  and  picked  up  all  the  (dknv'a  writings.  »o  tliat  he  lost 
not  oat  ol  them  :  the  other  guide  refused  to  trouble  himself 
by  rendering  any  assistance. 

I  ought  here  to  say  that  we  had  made  a  punc  up, 
and  that  I  perfonned  the  part  of  paymaster.  So,  when  we 
readted  tlte  place  I  mentioned,  and  had  dined,  1  drew  some 
coina  from  the  common  purae  and  gave  them  to  the  guide 
who  helped  to  dnw  him  from  Uic  water.  Thereupon  the 
fellow  caUed  out  that  I  might  pay  them  out  of  my  own 
pocket  1  he  bad  no  Intention  of  giving  the  man  more  than 
what  had  been  agreed  on  for  bis  services  as  guide.  Upon 
tbia  I  retorted  with  insulting  liuiguage.  Then  (he  other 
guide,  who  bad  done  nothing,  came  up  and  demanded  to  tw 
rewarded  abo.  1  told  him  that  the  one  who  had  lioree 
the  croM  deaerved  the  reconpenae.  fie  cried  out  thai  b* 
woold  presently  show  me  a  cross  whidi  shtiuld  make  toe 
repent  I  replied  tliat  I  would  bght  a  candle  at  that  croM, 
which  should,  I  Iwped,  make  him  to  be  the  first  to  wcqi 
Us  foUy.  The  village  we  were  In  lay  on  the  frontier 
between  Venice  and  the  Germans.  So  the  guide  ran  off 
to  bnas  tbn  talk  together,  and  came,  followed  by  a  crawc^ 
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with  a  boar-spear  in  his  hand.  Mounted  on  my  good 
■teed,  1  lowered  tlie  barrel  o(  my  arquebiise,  and  taroins 
to  my  comrades,  cried:  "At  tlie  first  shot  I  shall  bring 
tliat  fellow  down  ;  do  you  likewise  your  duty,  for  tlicse  are 
highway  robbers,  who  have  used  this  little  incident  to  con- 
trive our  murder."  'Hie  innkeeper  at  whose  hou§c  we  had 
dined  called  one  of  the  leaden,  an  imposing  old  man,  and 
begged  him  to  put  a  xlop  to  the  disorder,  saying :  "  'I'his  is 
a  most  courageous  young  man  ;  you  may  cut  him  to  pieces, 
but  he  will  cerL-iinly  kill  a  lot  nf  you,  and  perhaps  will 
escaj^e  your  hands  after  doing  all  the  mischief  he  is  able." 
So  matters  calmed  down :  and  the  old  man,  their  leader, 
said  to  me:  "Go  in  peace;  you  would  not  tiavc  much  to 
boast  of  against  us,  even  if  yon  ha<]  a  hundred  men  to  back 
you."  I  recognised  the  truth  of  his  words,  and  had  indeed 
made  np  my  mind  to  die  among  them ;  therefore,  when 
oo  further  insults  were  cast  at  me,  t  shook  my  head  and 
exclaimed :  "  I  should  certainly  have  done  my  utmost  to 
prove  I  am  no  statue,  but  n  man  of  flesh  and  spirit." 
Then  we  resumed  our  journey;  and  that  evening,  at  Um 
first  lodging  we  came  to,  settled  our  accounts  togetlker. 
There  1  parted  for  ever  from  that  beast  of  a  Frenchman, 
remaining  on  very  friendly  terms  with  the  other,  who  was 
a  gentleman.  Afterwards  I  reached  Ferraia,  with  my  three 
horses  and  no  other  company. 

Maving  dismounted,  I  went  to  court  in  order  to  pay  my 
reverence  to  the  Duke,  and  gain  permission  to  depart  next 
morning  for  Loreto.  When  1  had  wailed  until  two  houn 
after  nightfall,  his  Excellency  appeared.  I  kissed  liis 
hands ;  he  received  me  with  much  courtesy,  and  ordered 
that  water  should  be  brought  for  me  to  wash  my  hands 
before  eating.  To  this  comolimcnt  I  made  a  pleasant 
answer :  "  Most  excellent  lord,  it  is  now  more  th.tn  four 
months  that  I  have  eaten  only  just  enough  to  keep  life 
together ;  knowing  therefore  that  I  could  not  enjoy  the 
delicacies  of  your  royal  table,  i  will  stay  and  talk  with  jxni 
while  your  Excellency  Is  supping;  in  this  way  we  dull 
both  have  more  pleasure  than  if  I  were  to  sup  with  you." 
Accordingly,  we  entered  into  conversation,  and  prolonged  it 
for  the  next  three  hours.  At  that  time  I  took  my  leave,  and 
when  I  got  back  to  the  inn,  found  a  most  excellent  mtai 
ready ;   (or  the  Duke  had  sent  me  the  plates  from  his  own 
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luiquel,  together  witli  some  famous  wine.  Having  now 
fasted  two  full  hours  beyond  my  usual  hour  for  supping.  I 
fell  to  with  beany  ap|)ctitc ;  and  this  was  the  tirst  time 
since  four  mouttis  that  [  felt  the  power  or  will  to  cat 


I 
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Leainng  Femura  in  tlie  morning,  I  went  to  Santa  Maria 
at  Loreto;  and  thence,  having  performed  my  devotions, 
pursued  Uie  journey  to  Rome.  There  I  found  my  most 
^Ihful  Felice,  (o  whom  I  sbnndoncd  my  old  shop  with  all 
its  furniture  and  appurtenances,  and  opened  another,  mucll 
larger  and  roomier,  next  to  Sughercllo,  the  perfumer,  I 
thought  for  certain  that  the  great  King  Francis  would  not 
have  rcmeml>cred  mc.  Therefore  I  accepted  commissions 
from  several  noblemen ;  and  in  Ihe  meanwhile  began  the 
bason  and  jug  ordered  by  the  Cardinal  of  Ferrara.  1  had 
a  crowd  of  workmen,  and  many  large  affairs  on  hand  in 
gold  and  silver. 

Now  the  arrangement  1  had  made  with  that  Pcrugian 
workman*  was  that  he  should  write  down  all  the  monies 
whicli  bad  been  disbursed  on  his  account,  cliiefly  for  clothes 
and  divers  otlicr  sundries  ;  and  tlicse,  together  with  tlie 
costs  of  travelling,  amounted  to  about  seventy  crowns.  We 
agreed  that  he  should  discharge  the  debt  by  monthly  pay- 
ments of  three  crowns  ;  and  Uiis  he  was  well  able  to  do, 
since  he  gained  more  than  eight  tlirough  me.  At  the  end 
of  two  months  tlie  rascal  decamped  from  my  shop,  leaving 
ine  in  the  lurch  witli  a  mass  of  business  on  my  hands,  and 
saying  that  he  did  not  mean  to  pay  me  a  farthing  more. 
I  was  resolved  to  seek  redress,  but  allowed  myself  to  be 
persuaded  to  do  so  by  the  way  of  justice.  At  first  I 
thought  of  lopping  oS  an  arm  of  his  ;  and  assuredly  I 
should  have  done  so,  if  my  friends  had  not  told  me  that 
it  was  a  mistake,  seeing  1  sliould  lose  my  money  and 
perhaps  Rome  too  a  second  time,  forasmuch  as  blows 
cannot  be  measured,  and  tliat  witli  the  agreement  I  held  of 
his  I  coutd  at  any  moment  have  him  taken  up.  I  li.itened 
to  tlieir  advice,  though  I  should  have  liked  to  conduct  ttic 
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affair  more  freely.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  sued  Iiim  befora 
the  auditor  of  the  Camera,  and  gained  my  suit  :  ia  conso- 
queoce  of  that  decree,  for  wtiicb  I  waited  Bc%-cral  months, 
I  bad  him  thrown  into  prison.  At  the  same  time  I  was 
overwhelmed  with  Urge  commissions ;  among  others,  1  had 
to  supply  all  the  ornaments  of  gold  and  jewels  for  the  wife 
of  Signor  Gierolimo  Orsino,  father  of  Signor  Paolo,  who  is 
now  the  son-in-law  of  our  E>uke  O^simo.'  These  things  I 
had  nearly  finislied  ;  yet  others  of  the  greatest  conaequenoe 
were  always  coming  in.  I  employed  eight  worlc-people, 
and  worked  day  and  night  together  with  them,  for  the  sake 
alike  of  honour  and  of  gain. 
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While  I  was  engaged  in  prosecuting  my  affairs  with 
much  vigour,  there  arrived  a  letter  sent  post-haste  to  me 
by  the  Cardinal  of  Ferrari,  which  ran  as  follows  : — 


"  BenvfHulo,  o«r  dear  friend.-^During  Ihae  last  dayt  Ike 
mosi  ChrisliaH  King  here  made  mention  of  you,  and  said  that 
ke  should  tike  to  have  you  in  his  tervice.  Wherelo  I  answered 
Ikat  you  had  promised  me,  tchenever  I  sent  /or  you  to  serve 
hit  iSajesiy,  that  you  mould  come  at  onee.  His  Majesty  them 
ammered :  '  If  is  my  n'/i  that  provision  /or  his  journey, 
actording  to  his  merits,  should  be  semi  kim  ; '  and  immediately 
ordered  hit  Admiral  lo  make  me  out  an  order  for  one  thousand 
golden  crowns  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  Excheijuer.  The 
Cardinal  d^  Gaddi,  who  was  present  at  this  couvtnatiou, 
advatued  immediately,  and  told  his  Majesty  that  it  mat  tud 
necessary  to  make  these  dispositions,  steina  thai  he  had  sent 
you  money  enou^,  and  that  you  were  already  oh  Ike  Journey. 
If  then,  as  I  think  probable,  the  facts  are  quite  contrary  to  those 
assertions  of  Cardinal  Gaddi,  reply  to  me  without  delay  upon 
the  receipt  of  this  letter;  for  I  will  undertake  to  gather  up  the 
fallen  thread,  and  have  the  promised  money  given  you  by  this 
magnanimous  King." 

'  He  wu  Dnko  ot  BraoctaiMk  Iklhot  of  I>ulc<  Paolo,  who  muricd  iMbdU 
it'  Medici,  aad  nuanlntd  hn  Ufote  his  teeooii  Birti^e  witb  VUtoda 
Acoownnbotu.    See  tay  K4i*inaiitt  in  /ufy,  voL  vL 
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Now  let  the  world  take  notice,  and  all  the  folk  that  dwell 
on  h,  what  power  malignant  stara  with  adverse  foftunc 
exeidae  upon  us  hunun  l>cings  !  I  had  not  spoken  twice 
bi  mjr  lifetime  to  that  little  tamplctoa  of  a  Cardinal  de' 
Gaddi  i  nor  do  I  think  that  he  meant  by  this  bumptious- 
atm  of  fait  to  do  roe  any  hann.  but  only,  throu^li  tiKht- 
bMdedRcM  and  MnwIeM  (oily,  to  make  it  «e«ni  as  thougli 
b«  wliu)  held  the  affairs  of  arti<((8,  whom  the  King  was 
wititing,  under  his  own  personal  supervision,  just  as  the 
CMdinal  of  Perrara  did.  But  afterwards  be  was  »o  stupid 
H  not  to  tell  mc  anything  at  all  about  the  matter  ;  else- 
wise,  It  is  certain  that  my  wish  to  shield  a  silly  mannikin 
from  reproach,  if  only  (or  our  country's  sake,  wwild  have 
m.vle  me  find  out  some  excuse  to  mend  tlie  bungling  of 
his  (oolisli  self -conceit 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  Cardinal  Pcmra's 
loiter,  I  answered  that  about  Cardinal  de'  Gaddl  I  knew 
ibaolutcly  nothing,  and  that  even  i(  he  had  made  overtures 
ai  that  kind  to  rae,  1  should  not  have  left  Italy  without 
Infcwmiiig  bis  raoal  reverend  lordship.  I  also  s-iid  that  I 
had  more  to  do  in  Komc  than  at  any  prcvio*is  time  ;  but 
Uul  if  hit  Most  Christian  Majesty  made  sign  of  wanting 
ncoaa  word  of  his,  communicated  by  so  great  a  prince 
M  his  most  reverend  lordship,  would  suffice  to  make  mc 
•ct  off  upon  the  qiot,  leaving  all  other  ooncems  to  lake 
their  chance. 

After  I  bad  sent  my  letter,  that  traitor,  the  Pcnigian 
workman,  devised  a  piece  of  maUce  afalnat  me,  whldi 
Kjccaaded  at  once,  owing  to  the  amioe  of  Pope  I^olo  da 
Fanicse,  hut  alsii  far  more  to  tltat  of  Ids  bastard,  who  waa 
then  called  Duke  of  Castro,'  The  lellow  In  qneation  tn- 
(ormed  one  o(  Signor  Pier  Luigi's  secretaries  that,  havlntf 
Iwea  with  mc  as  workman  levcial  years,  he  was  acquainted 
wllh  all  my  affairs,  on  the  itrcngtb  of  which  tic  g^ve  his 
word  to  Sipior  ficr  Luiui  that  I  waa  worth  toon  than 
alCfaty  tbotHMod  ducats,  and  that  the  8i«al«r  part  of  this 
property  conaiated  In  Jewela^  which  jewels  belonged  to  the 
Churdi,  and  that  I  had  rtolen  them  in  Caslel  Saul'  Agnoki 
dwing  ttie  sack  t4  Koroe,  and  that  all  tiiey  liad  to  do  waa 
to  catch  ne  on  the  spot  with  secrecy. 

•  Ih  b»d  kwi  tamMJ  mhh  tW  D^kt  td  OMbe  ka  tiff. 
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It  90  liappened  Ui:tt  1  li.-id  been  at  work  one  morning, 
more  than  three  boura  before  daybreak,  upon  the  trousscaa 
of  the  bride  1  meiitioned ;  itiei),  while  tny  sliop  wxt  being 
opened  and  swept  out.  I  put  my  cape  od  to  go  abroad  and 
take  the  air.  Directing  my  steps  along  the  Strada  Gialia, 
I  turned  into  Chiav-ica,  and  at  Ibis  comer  Crespino,  the 
Bargello.  with  all  bis  constables,  mad«  up  to  me,  and  said  ] 
"You  are  tlie  Pope's  prisoner."  1  answered:  "CrespinOj 
you  have  mlsCiken  your  man."  "  No."  said  CreH'ino, 
">'ou  are  the  artist  Benveiiuto,  and  I  know  j-ou  well,  and 
1  have  to  take  >*au  to  tlie  Castle  of  Sant'  Angelo,  where 
lords  go,  and  men  of  accomplislimcnts,  your  peers,"  Upon 
that  four  of  bis  undcr-ofiicers  rushed  on  me,  and  would 
ba\'e  seized  by  force  a  dagger  which  I  wore,  and  some 
rings  I  carried  on  my  linger ;  but  Crespino  rebuked  them  : 
"Not  a  man  of  you  shall  touch  him:  it  is  quite  enough 
(f  yo4i  perform  your  duty,  and  see  lliat  he  does  not  escape 
me."  Then  he  came  up,  and  begged  me  with  words  of 
courtesy  to  surrender  my  arms.  Wliile  I  was  engaged  in 
doing  this,  it  crossed  my  mind  that  exactly  on  that  very 
spoi  I  had  assassinated  Pompeo.  Tliey  took  me  straight' 
way  to  the  castle,  and  locked  me  in  an  upper  chamber  in 
the  keep.  This  was  the  hrst  time  that  I  ever  smelt  a 
prison  up  to  the  age  1  then  had  ol  thirty-seven  years. 


cn 

Signor  Pier  Luigi,  the  Pope's  ion,  had  well  considered 
the  large  sum  for  which  I  stood  accused :  so  he  tKgged 
the  reversion  of  it  from  his  most  holy  father,  and  asked 
that  he  might  have  the  money  made  out  to  himself. 
The  Pope  granted  this  willingly,  adding  tltat  he  would 
assist  in  its  recovery.  ConscquenUy,  after  having  kept  me 
eight  whole  days  in  prison,  they  sent  me  up  for  examina- 
tion, in  order  to  put  an  end  if  possible  to  the  a0air.  I 
was  summoned  into  one  of  the  great  halls  of  the  papal 
castle,  a  place  of  much  dignity.  My  examiners  were,  first, 
the  Governor  of  Rome,  called  Messer  lienedetto  Convcr- 
•inl  o(  Pistoja,  >   who  afterwards  became  Bisliop   of  Jesi ; 

*  BUiop  of  Foilimpopoli  id  15J7.  asd  of  Jen  in  1540. 
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teoondly,  the  Procurator- Fi§cal.  whose  name  I  bave 
fofgottcn ; '  and,  tbiidly,  the  jud^jc  in  criminal  caseB, 
Hnser  Benedetto  da  Cagli.  These  three  men  began  at 
first  to  questign  mc  in  gentle  tcnns,  which  afterwards 
they  changed  to  words  of  contidenible  harshness  and 
menace,  app:irent]y  bec:itise  I  said  to  Ihcm :  "  My  lords, 
it  is  more  than  hulf-an-h<jur  now  since  you  have  been 
pestering  me  with  questions  about  fables  and  such  things, 
so  that  one  may  truly  say  you  are  chattering  or  prattling ; 
by  chattering  I  mean  talking  witliout  reason,  by  prattling 
I  mean  talking  nonsense :  therefore  I  beg  you  to  tell  mc 
what  it  really  is  you  want  of  mc,  and  to  let  me  bear  from 
your  lips  reasonable  speech,  and  not  jabberings  or  non- 
sense." In  reply  to  these  words  of  mine,  the  Governor, 
who  was  a  Pistojan,  could  no  longer  disguise  his  furious 
temper,  and  began  :  "You  talk  very  confidently,  or  rather 
br  too  arro^ntly ;  but  let  me  tell  you  that  I  will  bring 
your  pride  down  lower  tlian  a  spaniel  by  the  words  of 
reason  you  shall  bear  from  me;  these  will  be  neither 
jabberings  nor  nonsense,  as  you  have  it,  but  shall  form  a 
chain  of  arguments  to  answer  whidi  you  will  be  forced  to 
tax  the  utniost  ol  your  wits."  Then  lie  began  to  speak  as 
follows :  "  \Vc  know  for  certain  that  you  were  in  Rome 
at  the  time  when  tliis  unliappy  city  was  subject  to  the 
calamity  of  the  sack ;  at  that  time  you  were  in  tliis  Castle 
of  Sant'  Angelo,  and  were  employed  as  bombardier. 
Now  since  you  are  a  jeweller  and  goldsmith  by  trade, 
Pope  Clement,  being  previously  acquainted  with  you,  and 
having  by  tiim  no  one  else  of  your  profession,  called  yoti 
into  his  secret  counsels,  and  made  3rou  uitset  all  tlic  jewels 
of  bis  ttanta,  mitres,  and  rings ;  aftenvards,  having  con- 
fidence in  >-ou,  he  ordered  you  to  sew  them  into  his 
clothes.  While  thus  engaged,  you  seqitestcred,  unknown 
to  bis  Holiness,  a  portion  of  them,  to  the  value  of  eighty 
thousand  crowns.  This  has  been  told  us  by  one  of  your 
workmen,  to  whom  you  disclosed  the  matter  in  your 
braggadocio  way.  Now,  we  tell  you  frankly  that  you  m\tat 
find  the  jewels,  or  their  v.alue  in  money:  after  that  we 
will  release  you." 
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\\'hen  I  heard  these  words,  I  could  not  hold  (rom  bunt- 
ing into  ft  great  roar  of  laughter ;  then,  bavin){  laughed  a 
while,  1  said :  "  Thanks  be  to  God  that  on  this  fint  occa- 
tion.  when  it  has  pleased  His  Divine  Majesty  to  imprison 
mc,  1  should  not  be  imprisoned  (or  some  folly,  as  the  wont 
is  usually  with  young  men.  If  what  you  say  were  t)ic 
truth,  ]  ntn  no  risk  of  having  to  submit  to  corporal  punish- 
ment, since  Uie  autliority  of  the  Ltw  was  suspended  during 
that  season.  Indeed,  t  cotild  cxcu.'ve  myself  by  saying 
that,  tike  a  faitliful  servant,  t  had  kept  tnck  treasure  to 
that  amount  for  the  sacred  and  holy  Apostolic  Church, 
waiting  till  I  could  restore  it  to  a  good  Pupe,  or  else  to 
those  who  might  require  it  of  me ;  as,  for  instance,  you 
might,  if  this  were  verily  the  case."  Wlicn  I  bad  spoken 
so  far,  the  furious  Governor  would  itot  let  me  condude  my 
argument,  but  exclaimed  in  a  burst  of  rage:  "Interpret 
the  affair  as  you  like  best,  Bcnvenuto ;  it  is  enough  for  us 
to  have  found  the  property  which  we  had  lost ;  be  quick 
about  it,  if  you  do  not  want  us  to  use  other  measures  than 
words."  Then  tlicy  began  to  rise  and  leave  the  chamber ; 
but  I  stopped  them,  crying  out :  "  My  lords,  my  cxaininatioa 
is  not  over ;  bring  that  to  an  end,  and  go  then  where  yoa 
choose."  They  resumed  Uieir  seats  jii  a  verj-  angry  temper, 
making  as  thuugh  Uicy  did  not  mean  to  listen  to  a  word  1 
said,  and  at  the  same  time  half  relieved,'  as  tliough  tbejf 
had  discovered  all  they  wanted  to  know.  I  then  began 
my  speech,  to  this  effect:  "Vou  arc  to  know,  my  lords, 
that  it  is  now  some  twenty  years  since  1  first  came  to 
Rome,  and  I  have  never  been  sent  to  prisoa  here  or  else- 
where." On  this  that  catchjwll  of  a  Coventor  culled  out: 
"And  yet  you  have  killed  men  enough  here  I"  I  replied: 
"  It  is  you  that  say  it,  and  not  I ;  but  if  some  one  came  to 
kill  you,  priest  as  yon  arc,  yoa  would  defend  yourself,  and 
if  you  killed  him,  the  sanctit>'  of  law  would  hold  you  justi- 
fied. Therefore  let  mc  continue  my  defence.  If  you  wish 
to  report  tlie  case  to  the  Pope,  and  to  judge  mc  fairly. 
Once  more  I  tell  you  that  I  have  been  a  sojourner  in  tbil 
marvelluus  city  Rome  for  nigh  on  twenty  years,  and  here 
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avc  exercised  my  art  in  matters  of  vast  importance. 
Knowing  that  this  is  tlic  seat  of  Christ,  1  ciitertaiiieil  Itie 
reasonable  belief  that  when  some  temporal  pHiice  sotiKht  to 
inflict  on  me  a  mortal  injury,  1  might  have  recourse  to  this 
holy  chair  and  to  this  Vicar  of  Christ,  in  confidence  tliat 
he  wotiM  surely  uphold  my  cause.  Ah  me !  whither  am  I 
now  to  (JO  ?  What  prince  is  there  who  will  prolecl  mc 
from  this  infamouK  assasKination?  Was  it  not  yonr  busi- 
aess,  before  you  took  me  up,  to  fmd  out  wtuit  I  had  done 
with  those  eiflhty  thousand  ducats  ?  Was  it  not  your  duty 
to  Inspect  the  record  of  tlie  jewels,  which  have  l>ccn  care- 
fully inscribed  by  this  Apostolic  Camera  tliroiiKh  the  last 
Ave  hundred  years  ?  If  you  had  discovered  anyihinK 
missing  on  that  record,  then  you  ought  to  have  sei:(e<I  all 
my  liQoks  together  witli  myself,  I  tell  you  for  a  certainly 
that  the  registers,  on  which  are  written  all  tlie  jewels  of 
tlie  Pope  and  the  ivgaUa,  must  be  perfectly  in  order ;  you 
will  not  find  there  missing  a  single  article  of  value  which 
belonged  to  Pope  Clement  that  has  not  been  minutely 
noted.  The  one  thing  of  the  land  which  occurs  to  mc  ts 
this :  When  that  poor  man  fope  Clement  wanted  to  malce 
terms  with  thutie  tliieve^  of  the  Imperial  army,  who  bad 
robtxd  Rome  and  insulted  the  Church,  a  certain  Cesare 
Iscatinaro,  if  I  righUy  remember  his  name,  came  to 
aegotbte  vnth  him  ;  *  and  having  nearly  concluded  the 
■greeincnt,  the  Pope  in  his  extremity,  to  show  the  man 
•ome  mark  of  favour,  let  fall  a  diamond  from  his  Anger, 
which  was  worth  about  lour  thousand  crowns,  and  when 
Iscatinaro  stooped  to  pick  it  up,  the  Hope  told  him  to  keep 
it  for  his  sake.  1  was  present  at  tliese  transactions :  and 
it  the  diamond  of  which  I  speak  be  missing,  I  have  told 
you  where  it  went ;  but  1  have  the  firmest  conviction  tliat 
you  will  find  even  this  noted  upon  the  register.  After 
this  you  may  blush  at  your  leisure  for  having  done  such 
cruel  injustice  to  a  man  like  me,  who  has  performed  so 
many  honourable  services  for  the  apostolic  citair.  I  would 
have  you  to  know  that,  but  for  me,  the  morning  when  the 
Imperial  troops  entered  the  Borgo,  they  would  without  let 

■  Gin.  ButotoRMneo  <11  Cattlnun.  tUi1«cll<i  ii,  Montclupo,  ia  hi*  Aulo- 
biogfiphjr,  call*  liim  Cattloa/o,  fttid  relate*  how  "  when  he  cstne  oat  (la]r  into 
ibc  toMie  10  ntcoiUlc  ■  iraaiy,  he  wa»  tr«uD(1cd  In  ttw  um  b;  cot  if  ou 
■H[lflmii»ii  "    Tlut  coofirBu  «h*t  folio**  sbore. 
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or  hindrance  Imve  forced  tbeir  way  into  Ute  casde.  It 
I  who.  uiiEcu-ardctI  tor  this  act,  betook  my»el(  with  vij[our 
to  the  guns  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  cannoneers 
and  xddiers  ol  the  ordnance.  I  put  spirit  into  my  oomrade 
RaAaello  da  Monlelupo,  the  sculptor,  who  had  also  left  his 
post  and  bid  himscU  all  frightened  in  a  comer,  without 
Btinring  foot  or  finger ;  1  woke  his  courage  up,  and  he  and 
I  alone  together  slew  so  many  of  the  enemies  that  the 
soldiers  took  another  road.  I  it  was  who  shot  at  Iscatinaro 
when  I  saw  him  talking  to  Pope  Clement  without  the 
slightest  mart:  of  reverence,  nay,  with  the  most  revolting 
hisolence,  tike  the  Luthetan  and  infidel  he  was.  Pope 
Clement  upon  this  had  the  castle  searctied  to  find  and 
bang  the  man  who  did  it  I  it  was  wbo  wounded  the 
Prince  of  Orange  in  the  head  down  there  t>elow  tlie 
trenches  of  the  castle.  Then,  too,  how  many  ornaments 
of  silver,  gold,  and  jewels,  how  many  models  and  coitis, 
•0  beautiful  and  so  esteemed,  have  I  not  made  for  Holy 
Church  I  U  this  then  the  presumptuous  priestly  recom- 
pense  you  give  a  man  who  has  served  and  loved  you  with 
such  loyalty,  with  such  mastery  of  art  ?  Oh,  go  and 
report  the  whole  that  I  have  spoken  to  the  Pope ;  go  and 
tell  him  that  his  jewels  arc  all  in  his  possession :  that  I 
never  rccci\'ed  from  the  Church  anything  but  wounds  and 
stonings  at  that  epoch  of  the  sack ;  that  I  never  rcckooed 
upon  any  gain  t>e)'ond  some  small  remuneration  from  Pope 
f^olo,  which  he  had  promised  me.  Now  at  last  I  know 
what  to  think  of  his  Holiness  and  you  his  Ministers." 

While  I  was  delivering  this  sjicedi,  they  sat  and  listened 
in  astonishment.  Then  cxdianging  ghuices  one  with  the 
other,  and  making  signs  of  much  surprise,  tliey  left  me, 
Alt  three  went  together  to  report  what  I  liad  spoken  to 
the  Pope.  The  Pope  fdt  some  shame,  and  gave  orders 
that  all  tlie  records  of  the  jewels  should  be  diligently 
searched.  When  they  bad  ascertained  that  none  wer« 
missing,  they  left  me  in  the  casllc  without  saying  a  word 
more  about  it  Signor  Ber  Luigi  felt  also  that  he  had 
acted  ill ;  and  to  end  Uie  affair,  tliey  set  about  to  contrive 
my  death. 


L.OOiJ 


BOOK  FIRST 


*<9 


CIV 

During  tbc  ai^tatioiu  o(  thi*  time  which  I  have  jut 
rcUlcd.  King  Francn  received  ucwi  (i(  hcjw  the  Poi>c  waa 
keeping  no  in  prison,  and  with  wlutt  iitjiutice.  Me  Itad 
•cot  a  certain  genlleinan  of  liU,  luuiied  Monsignor  di  Mortuc, 
aa  hii  ambassador  to  Romc:>  to  him  tliercfore  be  now 
wrote,  claiming  mc  (roin  the  Pope  aa  the  man  of  hit 
Mltfeity.  'Ilie  Po(>c  was  a  ])ei^on  of  cxtniordlnary  sense 
iod  abtlity,  tnit  in  thia  affair  oi  mine  lie  bi-ti;ivc<t  wmkly 
■od  uiiinlcUit^cntly ;  lor  he  made  answer  to  the  King's 
envoy  tliat  liit  Majesty  need  pay  ine  no  attention,  since  I 
was  a  fcUow  who  gave  much  trouble  by  figliUng ;  therefore 
be  advised  his  Majesty  to  leave  me  alone,  adding  that  he 
kept  mc  in  prison  for  homicides  and  otlicr  devilnc*  which 
1  hjul  played.  To  this  the  King  srnt  answer  that  justice 
Id  Ub  realm  was  excellently  maintained ;  for  even  as  hts 
Majesty  was  wont  (o  shower  rewards  and  favours  upon 
men  at  puts  and  virtue,  so  did  he  ever  chastise  the  trouble- 
■ome.  His  Holiness  had  let  me  go,  not  caring  for  the 
■ervloe  of  the  nld  Benvenuto,  and  (he  King,  when  he  saw 
him  in  liis  railn,  most  wilhngly  adopted  him ;  therefore 
he  now  asked  for  him  in  the  iiu^hly  of  his  own  nan. 
Socb  a  demaod  was  certainly  utic  ol  the  most  honootabls 
■arica  o(  favour  which  a  mail  of  my  sort  could  desire ;  yet 
H  proved  the  source  of  inlioite  annoyance  and  hurt  to  me. 
The  Pope  was  roused  to  such  fury  by  the  jealous  fear  ha 
fcsd  lest  I  ahooU  go  and  tell  the  whole  world  how  in- 
famously I  had  beea  ti«ted,  that  he  kept  revolving  ways 
In  whidi  I  might  be  put  to  death  without  injury  to  hia 
own  crcdiL 

The  Tnt-'h"  of  Sanf  AagcIo  was  one  of  our  Florentines, 
called  MesKT  Giorgio,  a  kniglit  oI  the  Ugolini  family.* 
This  worthy  man  showed  mc  the  greatest  courtcty,  and 
let  mc  go  free  about  the  autle  oa  panik.  He  was  weU 
aware    how   fraatly   I    bad   boea   wnoBod ;   and   when    I 

>  iMa  *•  Mtnllac,  brallMf  of  th«  MWLnUd  Muih^  llUhi>|i  <d  VtimM, 
s  hitmS  «l  MsifSM  oT  Nrvmk,  mmI,  Uka  hn.  >  proMdar  id  iha  Hs|«a«lh 


iU  ovuiUwl  lb  rfKtiuB  U  ite  [Mm  «I  Aa^aa  la  Ihs  IhraM  al  rolasA 
'  lil»oBlrhMnWiahnutl>ib>>uslCa^  al  ttnmltm.  tad  hU 
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wanted  to  give  security  for  leave  to  wulk  about  the  castle, 
be  retried  that  though  he  oould  not  take  dial,  seeing  the 
Fope  set  too  Diiich  imporlAnce  upon  my  affair,  yet  he 
would  frankly  Inut  my  word,  because  he  was  informed  by 
every  oae  what  a  worthy  aian  I  was.  So  I  passed  my 
parole,  and  he  granted  me  conveuiencea  for  working  at  my 
bade.  I  then,  reflecting  that  the  Pope's  anger  against  me 
must  subside,  as  well  because  of  my  innocence  as  because 
oi  the  favour  shown  me  by  the  King,  kept  my  shop  in 
Home  open,  wtiile  Ascanio,  my  prentice,  came  to  the  caxtle 
and  brought  me  tilings  to  work  at.  I  could  not  indeed  do 
mudi,  feeling  myself  imprisoned  ao  unjustly;  yet  1  made  a 
virtue  of  necessity,  and  bore  my  adverse  fortune  with  as 
Light  a  heart  as  1  was  able. 

1  bad  secured  the  attachment  of  all  tlie  guards  aiKl 
many  soldiers  of  the  castle.  Now  the  Pope  used  to  come 
at  times  to  sup  there,  and  on  tlioec  occasions  no  watch  \%-as 
kept,  but  the  place  stood  open  Uke  an  ordinary  palace. 
Consequently,  while  the  Pope  was  there,  the  prisoners  used 
to  t>c  shot  up  with  great  precautions ;  none  such,  however, 
were  taken  with  me,  who  bad  the  license  to  go  where  I 
lilted,  even  at  those  times,  about  its  precincts.  Often  tUCn 
tboGe  soldicnt  tuld  me  tliat  1  ought  to  escape,  and  tliat  they 
would  aid  and  abet  me,  knowing  as  tlicy  did  how  greatly 
I  bad  been  wronged.  I  answered  that  I  bad  given  my 
parole  to  the  castellan,  who  was  such  a  worthy  man,  and 
had  done  mc  such  kind  offices.  One  very  brave  and 
clever  soldier  used  to  say  to  me :  "  My  Benvenuto,  you 
must  know  that  a  prisoner  is  not  obliged,  and  cannot  be 
obliged,  to  keep  faith,  any  more  than  aught  else  which 
befits  a  free  man.  Do  what  I  tell  you  ;  escape  from  that 
rascal  of  a  Pope  and  that  b:istard  his  son,  for  t>oth  are 
(>ent  on  having  your  life  by  villainy."  I  had,  howxver. 
made  my  mind  up  rather  to  lose  my  life  than  to  break  tlte 
promise  I  had  given  tliat  good  man  the  castellan.  So  I 
bore  the  extreme  discomforts  of  my  situation,  and  had  for 
companion  of  misery  a  friar  of  the  Palavistna  bouse,  who 
was  a  very  famous  pFcacber.* 

'  CelliBi  m«Mii  P>ll>*lcinL  M«(lili^  wrau  lo  be  known  ftbauttibn,  eicepi 
IhM  Us  impdNnvml  iaawMfauicd  In  a  l«tlc>  of  Cuo'i  uader  itte  1540. 
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Thi>  nan  had  been  arrested  as  a  Lulheniii.  He  was  an 
excclJeut  componloD  ;  but,  (rooi  the  |>uint  ol  view  of  his 
reliiCioD,  I  (ounci  blm  the  bijucest  icoundrel  in  the  world, 
to  whom  all  kinds  ol  vices  were  acceptable.  Mis  fine  in- 
teUeciual  qualities  won  my  adroiiation  ;  but  I  hated  lit) 
dirty  vices;  and  Craakly  taxed  him  with  them.  This  friar 
kept  perpetually  reminding  me  that  I  was  in  no  wise  bound 
to  ot»crvc  [jjth  with  the  castellan,  since  I  had  become  a 
prisoner.  I  replied  to  these  arguments  that  he  might  be 
■peaking  Ibc  truth  as  a  friar,  but  that  as  a  man  be  spoke 
11m  contrary  ;  for  every  one  who  called  himself  a  man,  and 
not  a  monk,  was  bound  to  keep  his  word  under  alt  circum- 
stances in  which  he  cliiinced  to  be.  I  thcrcftire,  being  a 
man.  and  not  a  monk,  w.ts  not  going  to  t>ri..ik  tlic  Kimple 
and  loyal  word  whtclt  I  bad  given.  Seeing  Uicn  that  he 
Goold  not  aap  my  honow  by  the  S4ibtlc  and  ingenious 
■opbtstfiea  he  ao  eloquently  developed,  the  friar  hit  upon 
anoUisr  way  of  tempting  me.  He  allowed  tome  days  to 
fkM,  during  wKicIt  lie  tcad  me  the  sermons  of  Fn  ieroUmo 
Snonarala  ;  and  these  he  cxt>oundcd  with  tucb  lucidity 
■od  learning  that  hia  oomnMOt  was  even  finer  than  the  text 
1  remained  m  ccatasia  (d  admirvtiOQ ;  and  there  was 
ootfalng  in  the  world  1  would  not  have  dona  (or  him, 
exeepl,  as  I  have  aaJd,  to  brcadi  my  promisod  word.  When 
he  saw  the  effect  his  talents  liad  produced  upon  my  laiDdi 
be  thought  of  >-et  aoothcr  nicthod.  Cautioutly  he  began  to 
sak  wtiat  DMUM  I  should  have  Liken,  ftup|K>iiii{{  my  jailors 
had  locked  me  up,  m  order  to  set  the  iliKit'con  doon  open 
kod  effect  my  tlighL  I  then,  who  wanted  to  display  the 
•harpoMB  of  my  own  wits  to  so  ingenioui  s  man,  rvpUed 
that  I  WIS  quite  sure  of  being  able  to  open  the  most  baffling 
lodts  sod  bars,  far  owre  those  of  our  prison,  to  do  witicb 
would  be  the  auaa  to  me  si  eating  a  bit  of  new  cbeese. 
In  ordei  then  to  flilB  my  secret.  Uie  friar  oow  made  Ugbl 
of  these  »»crtions,  svening  that  persons  who  have  gained 
•onM  credit  t>y  tlidr  abiUties.  are  wont  to  talk  big  of  things 
which,  if  they  had  tu  put  llidr  boasts  la  scUon,  would 
speedily  discredit  them,  and  much  to  their  dishonottr.  Him- 
i«U  had  hmrd  me  speak  su  far  from  the  truth,  that  he  was 
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inclined  to  think  I  should,  when  pusJicd  to  proof,  end  in 
di^onountble  f;uluie.  Upon  this,  feeling  myself  stung  tu 
the  ()uick  tiy  that  devil  of  a  friar,  I  responded  that  1  alwayi 
made  a  practice  of  promising  in  words  Ic&s  than  I  could 
perform  in  deeds  ;  what  t  had  s^d  about  the  keys  was  the 
merest  trille ;  in  a  few  words  I  could  make  him  understand 
tliat  the  matter  was  as  I  had  told  it ;  then,  all  k>o  heed- 
lessly, t  demonstrated  the  facility  witli  which  my  assertions 
could  be  carried  into  act.  He  affected  to  jiay  little  atten- 
tion ;  liut  all  the  same  he  learned  my  lesson  well  by  heart 
with  keen  intelligence. 

As  I  have  said  above,  the  worthy  castellan  let  me  roam 
at  pleasure  over  the  whole  fortress.  Not  even  at  night  did 
he  lock  me  in.  as  was  the  custom  with  the  other  prisotiers. 
Moreover,  he  allowed  me  to  employ  mjrseU  as  I  liked  best, 
with  gold  or  silver  or  with  wax  according  to  my  whim. 
So  then  I  lalwured  several  weeks  at  the  tKtson  ordered  by 
Cardinal  Ferraia,  but  the  irksomeiiess  of  my  imprisonment 
bred  in  me  a  disgust  for  such  employment,  and  1  took  to 
modelling  in  wax  some  little  figures  of  my  fancy,  for  mere 
recreation.  Of  tlie  wax  whicli  I  used,  the  friar  stoic  a 
piece  :  and  willi  this  he  proceeded  to  i/jA  false  keys  made, 
upon  the  method  i  had  heedlessly  rex-ealed  to  him.  He 
had  chosen  for  his  accompUce  a  registrar  named  Luigi,  a 
Paduan,  who  was  in  the  castellan's  service.  Wlien  the 
keys  were  ordered,  the  locksmith  rcveaied  their  plot ;  and 
the  castellan,  who  cime  at  times  to  see  me  in  my  chamber, 
noticing  the  wax  which  I  was  using,  recognised  it  at  once 
and  exclaimed :  "  It  is  true  tliat  Ihi.s  poor  fellow  Benvenuto 
has  suffered  a  most  grievous  wrong  ;  yet  he  ought  not  to 
have  dealt  tlius  with  inc,  for  I  have  ever  strained  my  sense 
of  right  to  show  him  kindness.  Now  I  sliall  keep  Iiim 
straitly  under  lock  and  key,  and  shall  take  good  care  to  do 
him  no  more  service."  Accordingly,  he  had  oie  shut  up 
with  disagreeable  circumstances,  among  the  worst  of  which 
were  the  words  llimg  at  me  by  some  of  his  devoted  servants, 
who  were  Indeed  cxlrcmcly  fond  of  me,  but  now,  on  this 
occasion,  cast  in  my  teeth  all  tlie  kind  ofKccs  the  castellan 
had  done  me  ;  they  came,  in  fact,  to  calhng  me  ungrateful, 
light,  and  disloyal.  One  of  thorn  in  particular  used  those 
injurious  terms  more  insolently  than  was  decent  ;  where 
upon   I,  being  convinced  of  my  innocence,  retorted   hotly 
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Uut  I  tud  never  broken  faith,  and  would  maintain  theae 
words  at  the  peril  oj  my  life,  and  that  if  he  or  any  of  hia 
Iclltivn  atKocd  me  •»  unjustly,  1  would  tling  Ihc  lie  t»clc  in 
bis  tJiroal.  Ilie  man,  inlolenmt  of  my  rebuke,  nivhcd  to 
the  ^uteUan's  room,  and  brotifitit  me  the  wax  with  the 
aiodel  of  the  keys.  No  sooner  had  I  Mcn  the  wiuc  than  1 
I  told  him  that  lx>lh  he  and  I  were  In  tlie  rifttit ;  but  I  bcfCUed 

bim  lo  procure  for  me  an  audience  with  lite  eastcllan,  for  1 
meant  to  explain  frankly  how  the  matter  stood,  which  was 
ot  tar  more  cockteqtience  than  they  imagined.    The  ustcllan 

I  tent  for  me  at  onoe,  and  I  told  him  the  whole  course  of 
ntnti.  Thi(  made  him  arrest  the  friar,  who  l>ctrayed  the 
resbtrar,  and  the  Utter  nut  a  risk  of  bein^  handed.  How- 
ever, the  cutellui  hushed  the  affair  up,  although  it  had 
reached  the  Pope's  ears  ;  he  saved  his  registrar  from  the 
gallows,  and  gav-e  me  the  same  freedom  as  1  had  before, 
bee 
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When  I  «aw  bow  riflorously  tlils  affair  wu  prosecuted,  I 
becaa  to  think  of  my  own  concerns,  and  said :  "  Supposing 
MMtber  of  theae  storma  should  rise,  and  the  man  sliould 
loM  confidence  In  me,  I  sboold  then  be  under  no  oblifption 
to  him.  And  mJRhl  widi  to  a>«  my  wit*  a  httle,  which  wotild 
certainly  work  liicir  end  ticltcr  tlun  tlxne  ol  that  rascally 
friar."  So  I  bet&-in  to  have  new  ihccts  of  a  ooaiao  fabric 
bniimtit  me,  and  did  not  tend  Uie  dirty  ones  away.  When 
ray  servants  ukcd  for  tliem,  I  tuuJe  them  bold  their 
loagnes,  saying  I  had  given  the  slieeta  lo  some  of  tfaoae 
poor  saldien;  and  U  the  matter  came  to  knowlc<lge.  tite 
%rr«teb«d  (sUows  ran  riik  of  tlic  galleys.  This  made  my 
young  men  and  allendanta,  cs|>ccially  Felice,  keep  tlie  Mtcral 
td  the  slieeU  in  all  loyalty.  I  meanwhile  set  myself  to 
H^ltyiag  a  straw  matlncss,  tlie  stufUng  of  whicli  I  twmed, 
hairing  a  chimney  in  my  prisotL  Out  of  Uie  ilieets  1  cut 
strips,  the  third  of  a  cubit  in  breadth ;  and  wlien  I  bad 
made  enough  in  my  opinion  to  clear  the  great  hciftht  of 
Ibe  central  keep  of  Sant*  Agnolo,  I  told  my  scn-anta  that  1 
bad  girco  away  wliat  I  wanted ;  they  mint  now  bring  me 
others  of  a  liner  fabric,  and  I  would  alwa>-*  send  back  Ibe 
dbty  ooea.    This  afiair  was  presently  (tirguttcn. 
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Now  my  workpeople  and  scnrinK-mcn  were  obliged 
close  my  simp  at  the  urder  of  the  Oirdiniils  Santi  Qiuiltro> 
and  Comaro,  who  told  me  o]>ciity  that  the  Pope  would  not 
hear  of  setting  nte  at  large,  and  tliat  the  great  favours 
shown  me  bjr  King  Francis  had  done  far  more  barm  than 
good.  It  seems  that  (he  last  words  spoken  from  the  King 
by  Monsignor  di  Morluc  had  been  to  this  effect,  namely, 
that  the  Pope  ought  to  hand  mc  over  to  the  ordinary  judges 
of  the  cotirt ;  if  I  had  done  wrong,  he  coold  chastise  me ; 
but  otherwise,  it  was  but  reason  that  he  should  set  me  at 
liberty.  This  message  so  irritated  the  Pt>pe  that  he  made 
his  mind  up  to  keep  me  a  prisoner  for  life.  At  the  sam« 
time,  the  castellan  most  certainly  did  his  utmost  to  assist  me. 

When  my  enemies  perceived  tltat  my  shop  was  closed,  they 
lost  no  opportimity  of  t.iunting  and  reviling  those  servants 
and  friends  of  mine  who  came  to  visit  mc  in  prison.  It 
happened  on  one  occasion  that  Ascanio.  who  came  twice  a 
day  to  visit  me,  asked  to  have  a  jacket  cut  out  for  him  froni 
a  blue  silk  vest  of  mine  I  never  used.  I  had  only  worn  it 
once,  on  the  occiision  when  I  walked  in  procession.  I  re- 
plied Uiat  these  were  not  the  times  nor  was  I  in  the  place 
to  wear  such  clothes.  The  >'Oung  man  took  my  refund  of 
this  miserable  vest  so  ill  that  he  told  me  he  w:intcd  to  go 
home  to  TagliacoEzo.  All  in  a  rage,  1  answered  that  he 
could  not  please  me  better  than  by  taking  himself  off;  and 
he  swore  with  passion  that  he  would  never  show  bis  face 
to  me  again.  VVhen  these  words  passed  between  us,  we 
were  walUng  round  the  keep  of  the  castle.  It  happened 
that  th«  castellan  was  alMi  taking  the  air  there ;  so  just 
when  we  met  bis  lordship  Ascanio  said  :  "  I  am  going  away  i 
farewell  for  ever  1 "  I  added  :  "  For  ever,  is  my  wish  too ; 
and  tlius  in  sooth  sliall  it  be.  I  shall  tell  the  sentinels  not 
to  let  you  pass  again  !"  Tlien,  turning  to  the  castellan,  1 
begged  him  with  all  my  heart  to  order  Ihc  guards  to  keep 
Ascanio  out,  adding :  "  This  little  peasant  comes  here  to  add 
to  my  great  trouble  ;  I  entreat  you,  tlierefore.  my  lord,  not  to 
let  him  cuter  any  more."  Tlie  castellan  was  much  grieved, 
because  he  knew  him  to  be  a  lad  of  marvellous  talents ;  he 
was.  moreover,  so  fair  of  person  that  every  one  who  once  set 
eyes  on  him  seemed  bound  to  love  him  beyond  measure. 

■  AMionb  Powt,  >  Florcatloe,  CuUlnal  ric'  Quatiro  SMi(i  CmcquI 
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The  boy  went  away  weeping.  Tb;it  day  he  bad  with 
him  a  small  tcimltar,  whidi  it  wot  at  times  his  wont  to 
cuxy  hidden  beneath  his  clothes.  Leaving  the  outle  then, 
and  havina  lili  (ace  wet  with  tears,  he  clwnced  to  meet  two 
o(  my  chief  enemies,  ieronlmo  the  Pcnigian,'  and  a  certain 
Michcle,  solilsmiliis  both  of  them.  Michclc,  being  Icro- 
■imo't  friend  and  Ascanio's  enemy,  called  out :  "  What  is 
Aacanio  cryinjt  for  i  Perhaps  his  father  ta  dead  ;  I  meaa 
that  father  in  the  castle  I "  Ascanio  answered  on  the  instant ; 
■■  He  is  alive,  but  you  shall  die  this  minute."  Tlicn,  raising 
his  hand,  he  struck  two  blows  with  the  scimitar,  both  at 
llic  fellow's  head  ;  the  first  felled  him  to  earth,  the  oecond 
iojipcd  three  lingers  off  his  right  hand,  though  it  W4s  aimed 
•I  hia  bead.  He  lay  there  like  a  dead  man.  Ttie  matter 
vu  at  once  reported  to  the  [\>pe,  who  cried  in  a  great 
fury:  "Since  the  King  wants  him  to  be  tried,  go  and  give 
him  three  days  to  prcjurc  hi*  defence  t "  So  they  came,  and 
exccuied  the  commiwion  which  the  Popc  had  given  them. 

The  excellent  castellan  went  off  upon  the  spot  to  his 
Hi'Iinewi,  and  informed  him  that  I  was  no  accomplice  in 
the  matter,  and  that  I  had  sent  Ascanio  about  his  business. 
So  ably  did  he  plead  my  cause  that  he  laved  my  life  from 
tliti  impendmg  tempest.  Ascanio  mcinwhilc  escaped  to 
T^gUacoczo,  to  his  home  there,  whence  he  wrote  Itcggini;  a 
dtOUMOd  time*  my  pardon,  and  acknowledging  his  wrong 
in  adding  Itnuhles  In  my  grave  disaster ;  but  protesting 
that  if  tluough  God's  grace  I  came  out  from  the  prison,  he 
meant  never  to  abandon  me.  I  let  him  understaml  that  he 
nuat  mind  his  ail.  and  that  If  God  set  me  at  large  again  1 
voold  certainly  recall  him. 


evil 

The  castellan  waa  subject  to  a  ccrlain  ricknea,  which 
came  upon  him  every  year  and  deprived  hira  of  bis  wtla. 
The  sign  of  its  approach  was  tlinl  he  kept  continually  talk- 
ing, oe  ralhef  jalil>erinK.  tu  no  purpose.  These  humoun 
look  a  different  shape  each  year;  one  time  he  thought  he 
«M  aa  oil-Jar  ;  another  time  he  Ihouglit  lie  was  a  Irog,  and 
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bopped  about  as  frogs  do ;  another  time  he  thought  be  was 
dead,  and  then  they  had  to  bur>'  him ;  not  a  year  passed 
but  lie  got  some  such  hypochondriac  notions  into  his  lieod. 
At  tliis  season  he  imagined  that  he  was  a  bat,  and  when 
he  went  abroad  to  take  tlie  air,  lie  used  to  scream  like  bats 
in  a  high  thin  tone ;  and  then  he  would  Aap  bis  bands  and 
body  33  though  be  were  about  to  fly.  The  doctors,  when 
they  saw  the  fit  u-as  coming  on  him,  and  his  old  servants, 
gave  him  all  the  distractions  they  could  think  of ;  and 
ctnce  they  had  nnliced  that  he  derived  much  pleasure  from 
my  conversation,  they  were  always  fetching  me  to  keep  him 
company.  At  times  tlie  poor  man  detained  mc  for  four  or 
live  stricken  hours  without  ever  letting  me  cease  talking. 
He  tised  to  keep  tne  at  his  table,  eating  opposite  to  him, 
and  never  stopped  chatting  and  making  me  chat ;  bat 
during  those  discourses  I  contrived  (o  make  a  good  meat 
He,  poor  man,  could  neither  eat  nor  deep ;  so  tlint  at  last 
he  wore  me  out.  I  was  at  the  end  of  my  strength ;  and 
sometimes  when  I  looked  at  him,  I  noticed  that  his  eye- 
t>alls  were  rolling  in  a  frightful  manner,  one  looking  ooe 
way  and  the  other  tn  anoUier. 

He  to(^  it  into  his  head  to  ask  me  whether  I  had  ever 
had  a  fancy  to  fly.  I  answered  that  it  had  a]wa>*s  been 
my  ambition  to  do  those  things  which  oScr  the  greatest 
diflicuhies  to  men,  and  thai  I  had  done  them;  as  to  flying, 
the  God  of  Nature  had  gifted  me  with  a  body  well  suited 
for  running  and  leaping  far  bej'oiid  the  common  average, 
and  that  with  the  talents  I  possessed  for  manual  art  I  felt 
Mire  I  had  Uic  courage  to  try  flying.  He  then  inquired 
what  methods  1  should  use  ;  to  which  I  answered  that, 
taking  into  consideration  all  Hying  creatures,  and  wishing 
to  imitate  by  art  wh.it  tlicy  derived  from  n:iture,  none  was 
so  apt  a  model  as  the  bat.  No  sooner  had  the  poor  man 
heard  tlie  name  bat,  which  recalled  the  humour  he  waa 
suffering  under,  than  he  cried  out  at  the  top  of  his  voice : 
"  He  says  true — he  saj-s  true  ;  the  bat's  the  tiling — the  bat's 
the  tiling ! "  Tlien  lie  turned  to  me  and  said  :  "  Bcnveniito, 
if  one  gave  j'ou  the  opportunity,  slicmid  you  have  Uie  heart 
to  tly  ? "  I  said  that  if  he  would  set  me  at  Iil>erty,  I  felt 
quite  up  to  flj-ing  down  to  Prati.  after  making  myself  a 
pair  of  wings  out  of  waxed  linen.  Thereupon  he  repUed : 
"I  too  sliould  be   prepared  to  take  flight;   but  since   the 
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Pope  hiu  bidden  me  guard  you  u  thouuh  j-ou  were  hia 
own  cyet,  luid  1  know  you  a  dcver  devil  who  would 
certainly  ncapc,  I  shall  now  Iiuve  yuu  locked  up  wilh  a 
buntlred  keyi  in  order  to  prevent  you  slipping  through 
my  fangen."  I  tlien  began  to  implore  him,  and  remind 
him  that  I  might  have  fled,  but  that  on  account  of  the 
word  which  I  had  given  him  I  would  never  have  bctr:)yccl 
hta  tnist :  tljerefore  I  bcRgcd  him  (or  the  love  of  God,  and 
by  the  kindness  he  had  always  shown  me.  not  to  iidd 
greater  evils  to  the  misery  of  my  present  situation.  White 
I  was  pouring  out  these  entreaties,  he  g:ive  strict  orders  to 
ha^'c  me  twund  and  taken  and  locked  up  in  pritoo.  Oa 
■ering  that  it  could  not  be  helped,  I  told  him  before  all 
his  MfvaDts :  **  Lixk  me  well  up,  and  keep  good  watch  oo 
tnsi  for  I  shall  certainly  cnnlrire  to  escape."  So  they 
look  and  confined  me  with  the  utmost  care. 


CVIII 

1  Ibea  bccan  to  dcliticratc  upon  the  best  w«y  ol  making 
my  escape.  Ko  sooner  had  I  t>ecn  locked  (n,  than  I  went 
atxMt  exploring  my  prison ;  and  when  I  thought  I  had  dts- 
cowrod  bow  to  ad  out  of  it,  I  pondered  Uie  means  of 
dcacendlng  from  the  lolly  kcejt,  for  to  Uic  great  niund 
central  lower  is  called.  I  tocdc  those  new  sheets  of  mine, 
which,  as  I  h:ive  said  already,  I  had  cut  in  strips  and 
KWD  together;  then  I  reckoned  up  the  qtiantily  which 
would  be  Bufhcienl  for  niy  purpose.  Having  nude  tlits 
I-**""""  and  put  all  things  in  order,  I  lonkc<l  out  a  pair 
at  pincers  which  I  had  abitracled  from  a  Samyard 
bekiRgl&s  to  the  guard  of  the  cattle.  This  m^n  supcr- 
Inteadcd  the  auks  and  dstcnu ;  lie  also  amused  himself 
wHh  carpentering.  Now  be  poMCMCd  several  pairs  of 
pincers,  among  which  was  one  bolfa  big  and  heavy.  I  then, 
thinking  it  would  suit  my  pnrpuse,  took  it  and  hid  It  in 
my  straw  mattress.  The  time  had  now  come  for  me  to 
uae  It ;  so  I  began  In  try  the  naili  which  kept  the  hinges 
of  my  door   in    place.*    The    door   was   doulile,   and   the 

*  tlrn  4m(  (Mas  to  fesrt  Utm  buar  %pam  Unfti  *liti  flsU*  mIW  tus 
dMpMH.     CdlW  nik  tbM  flalo  AandMlr. 
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clincliing  of  tbc  nails  could  not  be  seen ;  so  that  when  I 
attempted  to  draw  one  out,  I  met  with  the  greatest 
trouble ;  in  the  end.  however,  I  succeeded.  When  I  had 
drawn  the  first  nail,  I  bethought  me  how  to  pm-ent  its 
being  noticed.  For  this  purpose  1  mixed  some  mst,  which 
I  bad  scraped  from  old  iron,  with  a  little  wax,  obtaining 
exactly  the  same  colour  as  the  lieadn  of  the  lonf;  naiU 
which  I  had  extracted.  Then  I  set  myself  lo  coun- 
terfeit thcec  heads  and  place  them  on  the  holdfasts ;  for 
each  nail  I  extracted  1  made  a  counterfeit  in  wax.  1  left 
tlie  binges  attached  to  their  door-posts  at  top  and  bottom 
by  means  of  some  of  the  same  nails  that  I  had  drawn ; 
but  I  took  care  to  cut  tliesc  and  replace  them  lightly,  so 
tliat  they  only  just  supported  the  irons  of  the  hinges. 

All  tliis  I  performed  with  the  greatest  difTiculty,  because 
the  castellan  kept  dreaming  cver>'  night  that  I  had  escaped, 
which  made  him  send  from  time  to  time  to  inspect  my 
prison.  The  man  who  came  had  the  title  and  behavionr 
of  a  catclipoll.  He  was  called  Boua,  and  used  always  to 
bring  with  liim  another  of  the  same  sort,  named  Giovanni 
and  nicknamed  Pedignone :  the  latter  was  a  soldier,  and 
Bozza  a  acrvina-man.  Giovanni  never  entered  my  prison 
without  saying  something  offensive  to  me.  He  came  from 
the  district  of  Frato,  and  had  been  an  apothecary  in  the 
town  there  Every  evening  he  minutely  examined  the  hold- 
fasts of  the  hinges  and  the  whole  chamber,  and  1  used  to 
say :  "  Keep  a  good  watch  over  me,  for  I  am  reserved  by 
all  means  to  escape."  Tliese  words  bred  a  great  enmity 
hctwi:en  him  and  me,  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  use  precau- 
tions to  conceal  my  tools,  that  is  to  say,  my  pincers  and  a 
great  l>ig  poniard  and  other  appurtenances.  All  these  I 
put  away  together  in  my  mattress,  where  I  also  kept  tlie 
strips  of  linen  1  had  made.  Viitea  day  broke,  I  used 
immediately  to  sweep  my  room  out ;  and  though  I  am  by 
nature  a  lover  of  cleanliness,  at  that  time  I  kept  myself  un- 
usually spick  and  span.  After  sweeping  up,  I  made  my 
bed  as  daintily  as  I  could,  laying  ftowcrs  upon  it,  which 
a  Savoyard  used  to  bring  me  ne^irly  every  morning.  He 
had  the  care  of  the  cistern  .ind  tlie  casks,  and  also  amused 
himself  with  carpentering ;  it  was  from  him  I  stole  the 
pincers  which  I  used  in  order  to  draw  out  the  nails  from 
the  holdfasts  of  the  hinges. 
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Well,  to  return  to  tlie  subject  of  my  bed ;  when  Boua 
kiid  Fedijpione  catne,  I  alwa>-s  told  them  to  KJve  it  a  wide 
tKrlli,  so  u  not  to  dirty  and  spoil  it  for  me.  Now  and 
then,  jitst  lo  init-ilc  mc.  they  would  touch  it  lightly,  upon 
vrhich  1  cried:  "Ah,  dirty  cowards t  I'll  lay  my  hand  on 
one  of  )-our  sworda  thcie,  and  will  do  j-ou  a  mischief  that 
will  make  )*oii  wonder.  Do  you  think  >'ou  arc  fit  to  touch 
the  bed  of  a  man  like  me  i  When  I  cliastisc  you  I  sliall 
not  heed  my  own  life,  (or  I  am  certain  to  take  >-aun.  I^t 
nc  alone  then  with  my  troubles  and  my  tribubliDns,  and 
ckm't  gire  me  moire  ann()y;mce  than  I  hare  already ;  If  not, 
1  shall  make  you  tee  wlial  a  desperate  man  is  able  to  do." 
Tlicac  words  tlicy  reported  to  Uie  castellan,  who  gave  tlicm 
cxprea  orders  never  to  go  near  my  bed,  and  when  they 
came  to  me,  to  come  without  swords,  but  for  the  rest  to 
keep  a  wati:hfu1  guard  upon  mc. 

Hdung  thuN  secured  my  bed  from  meddlers,  I  felt  as 
tbonch  the  m.-iin  point  was  g;unc<l ;  for  there  lay  all  things 
oeedful  to  my  venture.  It  happened  on  the  evening  o(  a 
oertiUn  feast-day  that  the  castellan  was  tcriMuly  indis- 
poaed !  bis  humours  grew  exlravaitant ;  he  kept  repealing 
tbftt  be  was  a  bat.  and  If  they  heard  that  Bemrenuto  had 
flown  away,  Iho-  must  let  him  go  to  catch  me  up,  since 
he  oould  lly  by  nigjat  raoct  certainly  as  wcU  (>r  belter  than 
myself ;  lor  it  was  thus  he  argued ;  "  Dcnvenuto  is  a 
counterfeit  bat,  but  I  am  a  real  one ;  and  since  he  is  com* 
mitted  to  my  care,  leave  mc  to  act ;  I  sltall  be  sure  to 
Caleb  him."  He  had  paaaed  scvcial  nights  in  this  frenzy, 
and  bad  worn  out  all  bia  eervants,  whereof  I  received  full 
Infonnatioo  through  dtven  channels,  but  specially  from  the 
bavoyard,  who  was  my  friend  at  heart 

On  tbs  cwninit  of  that  feast-<Uy,  then,  I  node  Biy  ralnd 
up  to  eacape,  come  what  might :  and  lint  I  prayed  moal 
devootly  lo  God,  imploring  His  Di«-ine  Majc«ty  lo  protect 
and  •DCGoor  rac  in  that  so  periknia  a  venture.  Alterwarda 
I  aet  to  work  at  an  the  things  I  needed,  and  laboured  the 
whole  of  the  niKht.  It  was  two  huura  before  daybreak 
when  at  lost  1  rcmovcil  those  binges  wilh  the  greateat  toil; 
twt  tbc  wooden  panel  Itself  and  the  bolt  too  oflered  tucb 
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resistance  that  1  couW  not  open  tlw  door ;  so  I  had  to  cut 
into  the  wood  '  ynt  in  the  end  [  got  it  open,  and  shouiderinji 
the  strips  of  linen  which  I  liad  rolled  up  like  btmdies  oi 
flax  upon  two  sticks,  t  went  forth  and  directed  my  steps 
toward  the  latrines  of  the  keep.  Spying  Irom  witliin  two 
tiles  upon  the  roof,  1  was  able  at  once  to  clamber  op  with 
ease.  1  wore  a  white  doublet  with  a  pair  of  white  hose 
and  a  pair  of  half  boots,  into  which  I  bad  stuck  the  poniard 
1  have  mentioned. 

After  scaling  the  roof,  I  took  one  end  of  my  linen  n>II 
and  attaclied  it  to  a  piece  of  antique  tile  whidi  was  buill 
into  the  fortress  wall ;  it  happened  to  jut  out  scarcely  four 
fingers.  In  order  to  fix  the  band,  1  fpive  it  the  form  ol  a 
stirrup.  Wlien  I  had  attached  it  to  that  piece  of  tile,  I 
turned  to  God  and  s-itd :  "  Lord  God,  give  aid  to  my  good 
cause ;  you  know  that  it  is  good ;  you  sec  that  I  am  aiding 
myself."  Then  1  let  myself  go  gently  by  degrees,  sup- 
porting myself  with  the  sinews  of  my  arms,  until  I  touched 
the  ground.  There  was  no  moonshine,  but  the  light  of  a  fair 
open  heaven.  When  I  stood  upon  my  feet  on  solid  earth, 
I  looked  up  at  the  vast  height  which  I  had  descended  witlt 
such  spirit,  and  xvent  gladly  away,  thinking  I  was  free. 
But  this  was  not  the  case ;  for  the  castellan  on  tJiat  side 
of  tlie  fortress  had  built  two  lofty  walls,  the  space  l>ctwcea 
which  he  used  for  stable  and  hcnyard ;  the  pl-tcc  was 
barred  with  thick  iron  bolts  outside.  I  was  terribly  dis- 
gusted to  find  there  was  no  exit  from  this  trap;  but  white 
I  paced  up  and  down  debating  wliat  to  do,  I  stumbled  on 
a  long  pole  which  was  covered  tip  with  straw.  No*  with- 
out (irciit  trouble  1  succeeded  in  placing  it  against  the  w-oll, 
and  then  swarmed  up  it  by  llie  force  of  my  arms  until  I 
reached  the  top.  But  since  the  wall  ended  in  a  sharp 
ridge,  I  had  not  strength  enough  to  drag  the  pole  up  after 
me.  Accordingly  I  made  ray  mind  up  to  use  a  portion  of 
the  second  roll  of  linen  which  1  had  there ;  the  other  was 
left  hanging  from  the  keep  of  the  castle.  So  I  cut  a  piece 
off,  tied  it  to  tlie  pole,  and  cLimtwred  down  tlie  wall,  en- 
during the  uttnost  toil  and  fatigue.  I  was  quite  exhausted, 
and  had,  moreover,  flayed  the  inside  of  my  hands,  which 
bled  (rccly.  Tliis  compelled  me  to  rest  awhile,  and  I 
tjathed  my  handa  in  my  own  urine.  When  I  thought  that 
my  strength  was  recovered,  I  advanced  quickly  toward  the 
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lut  rafflpail.  which  faces  tovnrd  Pniti.  There  I  put  my 
bundl«  of  tincD  lines  down  upon  the  ground,  tncaninf{  to 
fautcn  Itiem  round  a  balltcment,  and  dcKcnd  the  lesser 
u  1  had  the  greater  licigtit.  Dot  no  looaer  hod  I  placed 
the  linen,  Ihiui  1  became  aware  behind  me  o(  a  Kentinel, 
wbn  was  Koing  the  round*.  Sector  my  designs  interrupted 
and  my  life  in  penl,  1  resolved  to  face  tlie  guard.  This 
(eliuw,  wbca  he  noticed  my  bold  front,  aiKl  that  I  was 
marching  oo  him  with  weapon  in  hand,  quickened  his  pace 
■od  8Bve  OM  a  wide  berth.  1  had  left  my  tines  some  little 
wny  bdiind ;  to  I  turned  with  hasty  steps  to  regain  them ; 
and  though  I  came  wiltiin  sight  of  another  Ecntincl,  be 
•eemed  as  tlinugli  he  did  not  choose  to  take  notice  of  me. 
Hairing  found  my  line*  and  attached  them  to  the  b.ittte- 
incnt,  1  let  my«clf  go.  On  the  descent,  whether  it  was  that 
I  tliodght  I  hnd  really  come  to  cmrtb  and  relaxed  my  grasp 
Id  iump,  or  whether  my  hands  were  so  tired  tliat  they  could 
not  keep  thdr  bold,  at  any  rale  I  fell,  struck  my  head  In 
(alUnc  and  lay  alnnned  (or  more  than  an  faour  and  a  half, 
■0  br  a*  I  could  judge. 

It  was  just  upon  daybreak,  when  the  fresh  brcc/e  which 
blows  an  hour  before  the  sun  revived  me :  yel  I  did  not 
Immediately  recover  my  sciiMt,  for  t  thought  my  head  had 
bsCB  cut  olT  and  fancied  that  I  was  in  ptirgatory.  With 
tee,  little  by  hitle.  my  faculties  reltirocd.  and  I  perceived 
that  1  waa  oalaide  the  caidc,  and  in  a  llash  remembered 
all  my  advatttorea.  I  waa  aware  of  (be  wound  in  my  bead 
before  I  knew  my  leg  was  broken ;  for  I  put  my  hands  up, 
and  withdrew  them  covered  wiUi  blood  Then  I  tcarcbed 
the  spot  well,  and  Judged  and  ascertained  that  I  bad 
sustained  no  injury  of  coaaoquence  tb«ro ;  but  when  I 
wanted  to  •land  up,  1  discovered  that  ray  right  leg  waa 
hrvfceo  Itaroe  indiei  above  the  heel.  Not  even  this  di»- 
mayed  me :  1  drew  forth  my  poniard  with  its  scabbard ; 
the  latter  bad  a  metal  point  ending  in  a  large  ball,  whidi 
had  caused  the  fracture  n(  my  leg ;  for  the  bone,  coming 
into  vtolent  contact  with  the  boll,  and  not  being  able  to 
bend,  had  snapped  at  Utat  point.  I  threw  the  vliratb 
away,  and  with  llie  poniard  cut  a  piece  ut  the  hncn  which 
1  had  left  Then  I  txiund  niy  li;g  up  as  well  as  I  could. 
and  crawled  uu  all  fours  with  the  punuud  in  my  hand 
toward  the  city  gate.     When  1  reached  It,  I  found  it  sliot  i 
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but  I  noticed  i  stone  )iist  beneath  the  door  which  did  not 
appear  to  be  very  fimity  fixed.  This  I  attempted  to  dis- 
lodge ;  ufter  setting  my  hands  to  it,  and  (celinft  it  move. 
it  ea^ly  gave  way,  and  I  drew  ft  ouL  Through  the  gap 
Uiu3  made  I  crept  into  the  town. 


CX 


I  had  crawled  more  than  five  hundred  paces  from  the 
place  where  I  fell,  to  the  gate  by  which  I  entered.  No 
•ooner  had  I  got  inside  than  some  masttfE  dogs  set  upon 
me  and  bit  me  badly.  UHicn  they  rctunted  to  the  attack 
and  worried  me,  I  drew  my  poniard  and  wounded  one  of 
tbem  so  sharply  that  he  howled  aloud,  and  all  the  dogs, 
according  to  their  nature,  ran  after  him.  I  meanwhile 
made  the  best  way  I  could  on  all  fours  toward  the  church 
oi  the  Tresponttna. 

On  arrivitig  at  tlie  opening  of  the  street  which  leads 
to  S:inl'  Agnolo,  I  lumc<l  off  in  the  direction  of  S-m  Picro; 
and  now  the  dawn  h:id  risen  over  me,  and  I  felt  m)'5cU  in 
tL-ingcr.  Wlieii  therefore  I  dianced  to  meet  a  water-carrier 
driving  his  donkey  laden  witti  full  t>uckets,  1  called  the  fellow, 
and  begged  him  to  carry  me  upon  his  back  to  the  terrace 
by  the  steps  of  San  Piero,  ,adding  :  "  I  am  an  unfortunate 
young  man,  who.  while  escajMng  from  a  window  in  a  love- 
adventure,  have  fallen  and  broken  my  leg.  The  place  from 
whidi  I  made  my  exit  is  one  of  great  importance  ;  and  if  I 
am  discovered,  I  run  risk  of  bdng  cut  to  pieces  ;  so  for 
heaven's  sake  lift  me  quickly,  and  I  will  give  you  a  crown 
ot  gold."  Saying  this,  t  clapped  my  hand  to  my  purse, 
where  I  had  a  good  quantity.  He  took  me  up  at  once, 
hitched  me  on  his  back,  and  carried  me  to  the  raised  terrace 
by  the  steps  to  San  Piero.  There  I  bade  him  leave  me, 
saying  he  must  nm  tMick  to  his  donkey, 

I  resumed  my  march,  crawUng  alwap  on  all  foun,  and 
making  for  tlic  palace  of  the  Duchess,  wife  of  Duke  Ottavio 
and  dau^tcr  of  the  Emperor.'  She  was  his  natural  child, 
and  had  been  matried  to  Doke  Alessandra     1  chose  ber 
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boow  (or  ntage,  because  I  vna  quite  certain  that  many  oi 
ny  (rieiids,  who  had  come  with  that  great  princess  (rooi 
Florence,  were  tarr>'ing  there  ;  also  because  she  had  talien 
mc  into  (avow  through  soatclhing  wliich  the  castellan  had 
■aid  to  my  behalf.  Wishing  to  be  ot  service  to  me,  he  tuld 
ihe  Pope  that  I  had  saved  the  city  more  tlian  a  thousand 
crowns  of  damage,  caused  by  heavy  niiii  on  the  occasion 
wtMO  the  Duchess  m:ule  her  entrance  into  Rome.  He  re* 
lated  how  he  was  in  despair,  and  how  1  put  heart  into  him, 
•nd  went  on  to  describe  how  I  had  pointed  several  large 
pieces  oi  artillery  in  the  direction  where  the  clouds  were 
thickest,  and  whence  a  delufje  o(  water  was  already  pouring  ; 
Ifaen,  when  1  began  to  lire,  the  rain  stopped,  and  at  tlie 
lonrlb  discharge  llie  sun  shunc  out ;  and  so  I  was  Uie  scde 
GMue  o(  the  fettivjl  succc-eding,  to  the  joy  uf  ever>-body. 
On  hearinjc  this  narration  tlie  Duchess  nid  :  "  That  Ben- 
venuto  U  one  o(  the  artists  oC  merit,  who  enjoyed  llic  good- 
will ot  my  late  husband,  Duke  Alcssandro,  and  I  shall 
Jways  bold  them  in  mtod  d  an  opportunity  comes  nf  doditg 
men  tervice."  She  alao  talked  oi  me  to  Duke  Ottavia 
For  ilicsc  icasons  I  nieaiit  to  gft  stnighl  to  the  house  at  her 
Excellency,  which  was  a  very  tios  pabce  situated  la  Borglo 
Vccchio. 

1  sbould  have  been  quite  safe  (rom  recapture  by  the  Pope 
U  1  could  lia«-e  stayed  there  ;  but  my  exploits  up  to  this 
:  had  been  ttxi  marvcllotu  for  a  human  being.  «od  Cod 
unwiQing  to  encourage  my  raingloty ;  aocordlngly,  (or 
own  good,  He  cliasliscd  me  a  second  time  vronc  ena 
the  hnt  The  cause  at  this  was  tliat  while  1  w» 
iwling  on  all  loun  up  thoao  steps,  a  servant  ot  Cardinal 
Coroaro  recognised  me.  His  master  was  then  lodging  in 
the  palace  ;  so  the  servant  ran  up  to  hu  room  and  woke 
him,  cr>-intf  i  "  Most  revcreod  UontiCDor,  your  (ricnd  Iten- 
vaiuto  la  down  Ibere  ;  he  hu  Moiped  (rom  ttic  castle. 
is  oawUng  on  all  toun,  stnuning  with  tdood  ;  to  all 
r^ipearmnoes  he  has  farolcea  a  leg.  and  we  don't  kwtw 
whither  he  is  going."  The  Cardinal  exclaimed  at  once  : 
**  Run  and  carry  liira  upon  your  bock  into  my  room  here" 
When  I  arrived,  he  told  mc  to  be  under  no  apprehension. 
and  tent  lor  the  fint  pli>-sicians  ot  Rome  to  lake  my  case 
bi  hand.  Among  ihein  was  Uaeatn  Jacoma  ol  Perugia,  a 
excellent  and  able  surgeon.     He  set  the  bone  with 
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dexterity,  then  bound  the  limb  up,  and  bled  me  with  his  own 
hand.  It  happened  that  my  veins  were  swollen  (.ir  beyond 
their  usual  sixe,  and  he  too  wished  to  nuke  a  prclty  wide  in- 
cision ;  suxordiii^Iy  the  blood  sprang  forth  so  copiously,  and 
spurted  with  sucli  force  into  his  face,  that  he  had  to  abao* 
doo  the  operation.  He  ref;;arded  this  as  a  very  bad  omeot 
md  could  hardly  be  prevailed  ujxm  to  undertake  my  cure. 
Indeed,  he  often  expressed  a  wish  to  leave  me,  remember- 
ing  tlukt  he  ran  no  little  risk  of  puni^meiit  (or  having  treated 
my  case,  or  rather  for  having  proceeded  to  the  end  with  it 
The  Cardinal  had  mc  placed  in  a  secret  cliamber,  and  went 
off  immediately  to  beg  me  from  the  Pope, 


CXI 

During  this  while  all  Rome  was  in  an  uproar :  for  they 
had  observed  Uic  bands  oE  linen  fastened  to  tlie  ^rcat  keep 
of  the  castle,  and  folk  were  running  in  crowds  to  behold  so 
extiaordinao*  >  thing.  The  castellan  had  gone  oilf  into  one 
of  his  worst  fits  of  frenzy ;  in  spite  of  all  his  servants,  he 
insisted  upon  l^ing  his  flight  also  from  tlie  lower,  saying 
tliat  no  one  could  recapture  me  except  himself  if  he  were  to 
fly  after  me.  Mcsser  Rul>crto  Pucci,  the  father  of  Ucsser 
I^dolfo,'  having  heard  of  the  great  event,  went  in  person  to 
inspect  the  place ;  afterwards  he  came  to  the  palace,  where 
he  met  with  Cardinal  Comaro,  who  told  him  exactly  wtut  had 
happened,  and  ho^v  1  was  lodged  in  one  of  his  own  clianitjers, 
and  already  in  tlie  doctor's  hands.  'ITiesc  two  worthy  men 
vreot  together,  and  threw  tJicm«:Ivcs  upon  their  knees  before 
tlte  Pope  1  but  he,  l>efore  they  could  get  a  word  out  cried 
aloud :  "  I  know  all  that  you  want  of  me."  Messer  Rubcrto 
Pucd  then  began:  "Most  blessed  Fatlier,  we  beg  you  for 
Heaven's  grace  to  give  us  up  that  uidortunatc  man ;  surely 
his  great  talents  entitle  him  to  exceptional  treatment ;  more- 
over, he  has  displayed  such  audacity,  blent  ^vith  so  much 
ingenuity,  that  his  exploit  might  seem  superhuman.  We 
know  not  for  what  crimes  your  HoUncss  has  kept  him  so 
king  in  prison ;  however,  if  those  crimes  are  loo  exorbitant, 
your  Holiness  is  wise  and  holy,  and  may  your  wiU  be  done 
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nnquerttoncd ;  itilJ,  U  thcjr  «ro  inch  u  can  be  condoned,  we 
entreat  you  to  pardon  httn  (nr  our  take."  The  Pope,  wlicn 
be  baud  tliis,  felt  shame,  and  answered :  "  1  have  kept  him 
In  prison  at  the  request  of  some  of  my  people,  since  he  is 
a  lilllc  loo  violent  in  his  bdiaviour ;  but  recogiiisins  his 
talents,  and  wishing  to  keep  him  near  our  person,  wc  had 
intended  to  treat  him  so  well  that  be  should  have  no  reason 
tu  return  to  France.  I  am  very  aorry  to  bear  of  his  tMd 
■cddcnt ;  (cU  him  to  mind  his  hcallfa,  wkI  when  he  is  re- 
oorered,  wc  will  make  it  up  to  him  for  all  hit  troubles." 

Thoae  two  eicellcnt  men  returned  tnd  told  me  (be  good 
newa  thcj-  were  brini;mit  (mm  the  Pope.  Meanwtiile  the 
nobility  of  Home,  yoiing.  old,  and  all  sorts,  came  to  visit  me. 
Tlia  castelUn,  out  of  tiis  mind  u  be  wax,  had  himself  canird 
to  tbs  Pope :  and  when  be  w«s  in  (he  presence  of  hi*  HoU- 
BMi.  bceui  to  cry  out,  and  to  say  that  if  l»o  did  not  send 
mt  back  to  prison,  he  would  do  him  a  sreat  wronf{.  "  He 
nenpcd  under  parole  whidi  be  gave  mo  ;  woo  la  me  tliat  he 
hu  flown  away  when  be  promised  not  to  lly  I "  The  Pope 
said,  taufthini; :  "  (k),  go ;  (or  I  will  uive  him  back  to  you 
vritboot  faiL"  The  castelln  then  added,  ^tednnff  to  the 
INipe:  "Send  (lie  Governor  to  bin  to  find  out  who  helped 
him  to  eacape ;  for  if  it  is  one  ol  my  men,  1  will  liang  him 
from  the  battlement  whence  Benvcnuto  leaped."  On  hb 
departure  the  Pope  called  the  Governor,  and  said,  smiling: 
"That  is  a  hrave  icUow,  and  his  otplolt  is  soinething  mar> 
vcUoua ;  all  the  same,  when  I  WH  •  yonng  man,  1  alio  de- 
•oendad  from  the  (orticss  at  that  very  spot."  lo  so  aying 
the  Pope  apoke  the  truth ;  for  be  had  been  tmpriuoed  In 
the  ca^  for  forging  a  brief  at  the  time  when  he  was  ab- 
breviatoT  iti  Parvo  iSajorii}  Pope  Alexander  kept  him  con> 
lined  for  some  lenicth  of  tine ;  *nd  afterwards,  his  offence 
bdng  ol  too  ugly  a  nature,  lud  reaolved  on  cutlitig  off  hia 
hold.  He  postponed  (he  execution,  bown-cr.  Ull  after 
Corpus  Domini :  and  Fsmesc,  netting  wind  of  the  Pope's 
will,  summoned  Pietro  ClilaveDuul  wilh  a  lot  of  horsea,  and 
managed  lo  comipt  some  cA  the  castle  guards  with  money. 
Aocordtngly,  upon  the  day  of  Corpus    Domini,  while  the 
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Pope  was  going  in  procession,  Famcsc  got  into  a  basket 
and  was  let  down  by  a  lope  to  the  ground.  At  that  time 
the  outer  walls  had  not  been  built  around  the  castle ;  only 
the  great  central  tower  existed ;  so  that  he  had  not  the 
same  enormous  difiicuhy  that  I  met  with  in  escaping: 
moreover,  he  had  been  imprisoned  justly,  and  I  Against  all 
equity.  What  he  wanted  was  to  brag  before  the  Governor 
of  having  in  his  youth  been  spirited  and  brave ;  and  it  did 
not  occur  to  him  tliat  he  was  calling  attention  to  his  own 
huge  rogueries.  He  said  then:  "Go  and  tell  him  to  reveal 
his  accomplice  without  apprehension  to  you,  be  the  man 
who  he  may  be,  since  I  have  pardoned  him;  and  this  you 
may  assure  bim  without  reservation." 


CXIl 

So  the  Governor  came  to  see  me.  Two  da^'s  before  he 
had  been  made  Bishop  of  Jcsi ;'  and  when  he  catered  he 
said :  "  Friend  Benvenuto,  although  my  office  is  wont  to 
frighten  men,  I  come  to  set  your  mind  at  rest,  and  to  do 
this  I  have  full  autliority  from  his  Holiness's  own  lips,  who 
told  Dte  how  he  also  cacaiwd  from  Sant'  Angelo,  but  had 
many  aids  and  much  company,  else  he  would  not  have  been 
able  to  accomplish  it.  I  swear  by  the  sacraments  whiclt  1 
carry  on  my  person  (for  I  was  consecrated  Bishop  two  days 
sancc)  that  the  Pope  has  set  you  free  and  pardoned  you, 
and  is  very  sorry  for  your  accident.  Attend  to  your  health, 
and  take  all  tilings  for  the  l>cst ;  for  your  imprisonment, 
which  you  certainly  underwent  without  a  shadow  ot  guilt, 
will  have  been  for  your  perpetual  welfare.  Henceforward 
you  will  tread  down  poverty,  and  will  not  have  to  go  back 
to  France,  wearing  out  your  life  in  this  place  and  in  that 
Tell  me  then  frankly  how  the  matter  went,  and  who  ren- 
dered you  iissistance  ;  afterwards  take  comfort,  repose,  and 
recover."  I  began  at  the  beginning,  and  related  the  whole 
story  exactly  as  it  had  happened,  ffiving  him  the  most 
minute  counteriigns,  down  to  Uie  water-carrier  who  bore 
me  on  his  back.  When  the  Governor  bad  heard  tlie  whole, 
he  said :  "  Of  a  surety  these  arc  too  great  exploits  for  one 
man  alone ;  no  one  but  you  could  have  performed  them." 
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So  he  made  nte  reach  my  band  (oTib,  and  uld :  "  B«  o( 
BDod  oounige  und  comfort  your  heart,  for  by  Ibli  band 
which  I  am  hulding  you  are  free,  and  if  yaa  live,  »ball  hvo 
In  happjnoas."  White  thus  conversing  with  aw,  be  had 
kepi  a  whole  heap  of  great  lords  and  noblemen  waiting, 
who  were  come  to  viiit  mc,  saying  one  to  the  other  :  "  Let 
OS  go  to  MC  this  man  who  works  mimdes."  So,  when  lie 
departed,  they  stayed  by  me,  atid  one  made  me  oGTeri  oi 
Undness,  and  anoUicr  mnde  me  presents, 

WhQe  I  was  being  entertained  in  this  way,  the  Governor 
returned  to  the  Pope,  and  reported  all  lliat  I  had  add.  Aa 
diaaoo  would  have  it,  Signor  Pier  Luigi,  the  Pope's  son, 
happened  to  be  present,  and  all  the  company  gave  signs  ot 
great  BStonlslimcnL  His  Holiness  remarked:  "Of  a  tnith 
ltd*  if  ■  marveUotu  exploit"  Then  Her  Luigi  began  to 
speak  aa  follows:  *'Uo«t  blessed  Father,  U  yon  set  that 
man  free,  he  will  do  ■omething  stiU  more  marvellout,  be* 
CUM  he  has  by  far  too  bold  a  spirit.  I  will  tell  you  another 
•lory  about  him  which  you  do  not  know.  That  Benvenuto 
ot  youn,  before  he  wm  impriaoncd.  csnw  to  wonls  with  a 
gcntlctn.in  of  Cardinal  S-inta  Flore,'  about  some  trifle  which 
the  Litter  hai!  said  to  him.  Now  Benvenuto's  retort  was 
•0  swaggctingly  insolent  thai  It  amounted  to  throwing  down 
a  cartel  Tlic  gentleman  referred  the  matter  to  the  Cardinal, 
who  sold  that  if  he  once  laid  hands  on  Ilenvenuto  b*  would 
•ooa  clear  hia  bead  of  such  foUy.  When  the  fcUnw  heard 
thia,  be  got  a  little  (owling-plccc  ot  Ui  ready,  with  which 
be  b  aocuslooKd  to  hit  a  penny  In  tba  middle ;  acotdiiigly, 
one  day  when  tlie  Cardinal  was  looUng  out  of  window, 
Bcnvenulo's  shop  being  under  tlic  palace  of  the  Cardinal, 
be  look  bb  gun  and  pointed  it  upon  the  Cardinal.  The 
Cardtnal,  however,  had  been  warned,  and  presently  wtlh- 
drew.  Benvenuto,  m  order  tliat  his  intention  mtRht  escape 
notice,  aimed  at  a  pigeon  whldi  was  brooding  Ingli  op  in  a 
hole  of  tlie  palace,  and  hit  it  exactly  in  tlie  head— •  lent  one 
wonM  have  thoui^t  incredible.  Now  lei  your  HoUncaa  do 
wfaal  you  think  best  about  blm ;  I  liave  discharged  my  doty 
by  sai-ing  what  I  have,  li  might  even  come  into  bb  bead, 
imagining  Uiat  he  bad  been  wrongly  impnwmcd.  to  lire  npon 
yoor  Holiness.     Indeed  be  1*  too  truculent,  by  far  too  con* 
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fident  in  hU  own  powers.  Wlicn  he  killed  t^)mpco,  be 
gave  him  two  stAbs  with  a  poniard  in  the  throat,  in  the 
midst  of  ten  men  who  were  KiurcIinK  htm ;  then  he  escaped, 
to  their  great  shame,  aod  yet  tliey  were  no  iucoastderable 
persons. " 


CXIII 

While  these  words  were  being  spoken,  the  gcntlcmui 
of  Santa  Fiorc  with  whnm  1  had  that  quarrel  was  present, 
and  oonfirmed  to  the  Pope  what  liad  been  spoken  by  his 
son.  The  Pope  swelled  with  nice,  but  said  nothing.  I 
shaj]  now  proceed  to  give  my  own  version  of  the  affair, 
truly  and  honestly. 

Tttis  gentleman  came  to  me  one  day,  and  showed  me  a 
little  gold  ring  which  had  been  discoloured  by  quicksilver, 
saying  at  the  same  time :  "  PoUsh  up  this  ring  for  me,  and 
be  quick  about  it."  I  was  engaged  at  the  moment  upon 
jewel-work  of  gold  and  Rcms  of  great  importance :  besides, 
I  did  not  care  to  be  ordered  about  so  baogblily  by  a  man 
I  had  never  seen  or  spoken  to ;  so  1  replied  that  I  did  not 
happen  to  have  by  me  the  proper  tool  for  cleaning  up  his 
ling,'  and  that  he  had  better  go  to  another  goldiunith. 
Without  further  provocation  he  retorted  that  I  was  a 
donkey ;  whereupon  I  caid  that  he  was  not  speaking  tlie 
truth ;  that  1  was  a  better  man  than  he  in  every  respect, 
but  ttiat  if  he  kept  on  irritating  me  1  would  give  him 
harder  kicks  than  any  donkey  could.  He  related  the 
matter  to  the  Cardinal,  and  painted  me  as  black  as  the 
devil  in  hell.  Two  days  afterwards  I  shot  a  wild  pigeon 
in  a  deft  high  up  behind  the  palace.  The  bird  was  brood- 
ing in  that  cleft,  and  1  had  often  seen  a  goldsmitli  named 
Giovan  Francesco  della  Tacca,  from  Milan,  fire  at  it ;  but 
he  never  hit  it.  On  tlie  (Lay  when  I  shot  it.  the  pigeon 
scarcely  showed  its  head,  being  suspicious  because  it  had 
been  so  often  fired  at.  Now  this  Oiovan  Francceco  and  I 
were  rivals  in  shooting  wildfowl ;  and  some  gentlemen  of 
my  acquuntance.  who  happened  to  be  at  my  shop,  called 
my  attention,  saying :  "  Up  there  is  Giovan  Francesco 
della  Tacca's  pigeon,  at  which  he  has  so  often  fired ;   took 
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now,  the  poor  creature  is  so  frightened  that  it  hardly 
venture*  to  put  its  bead  out."  I  laised  my  e>'es,  and 
said:  "That  morsel  of  its  bts6  is  quite  enough  for  me  to 
slioot  it  by,  if  it  only  stays  till  I  can  point  my  gun."  Tlie 
Sentlemen  protested  that  even  the  man  who  invented  fire- 
arms could  not  hit  it.  I  replied :  "  I  bet  a  twttlc  of  that 
excellent  Greelc  wine  Palombo  the  host  keeps,  that  U  it 
keeps  quiet  lung  enough  for  me  to  point  my  good 
Broccardo  (so  I  used  to  call  my  gun),  I  will  hit  it  in  that 
portion  of  its  head  which  it  is  showing."  So  I  aimed  my 
gun,  elevating  my  arms,  and  tising  no  other  re»t,  and  did 
what  1  had  promised,  without  thinking  of  the  Cardinal  or 
any  otlier  i>ersun  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  held  Die  Cardinal 
for  my  very  good  patron.  L.et  the  world,  then,  take 
notice,  wheu  Fortune  has  the  will  to  ruin  a  man,  how 
many  divers  ways  she  takes  I  The  Pope,  swclUng  with 
rage  and  gnunbUng,  remaioed  revolving  what  his  son  had 
told  him. 


CXIV 

Two  days  afterwards  the  Cardinal  Comaro  went  to  beg 
a  t>ishopric  from  the  Pope  for  a  gentleman  of  his  called 
Mc^uer  Andrea  Cenlano.  The  Pope,  in  truth,  tiad  promised 
him  a  bisliopnc;  and  this  being  now  vacant,  the  Cardinal 
lemincled  him  ol  his  word.  The  Pope  acknowledged  his 
obligation,  but  said  tli.tt  he  too  wanted  a  favour  from  his 
most  reverend  lordship,  which  was  that  he  would  give  up 
Bcnvcouto  to  him.  On  this  the  Cardinal  rcphcd  :  "Oh, 
if  your  Holiness  has  pardoned  him  and  set  him  free  at 
my  disposal,  what  will  the  world  s:;iy  of  you  and  me?" 
The  Pope  answered :  "  I  virant  Benvcnuto,  you  want  the 
bishopric;  let  the  world  say  what  it  chooces."  Tlie  good 
Cardinal  entreated  his  Holiness  to  give  him  the  bishopric, 
and  for  the  rest  to  think  the  matter  over,  and  then  to  act 
according  as  hts  Holiness  decided.  The  Pope,  feeling  a 
certain  amount  of  shame  at  so  wickedly  breaking  his  word, 
t^>ok  what  seemed  a  micldlc  course:  "I  will  send  for 
Benvcnuto,  and  in  order  to  gratify  tlie  whim  I  have,  will 
put  him  in  those  rooms  which  open  on  my  private 
garden ;  there  he  can  attend  to  his  recovery,  and  1  will  not 
prevent  any  of  his  friends  from  coming  to  visit  him.    More- 
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over,  I  %vill  defray  bis  expenses  until  this  caprice  of  mine 
has  left  mc." 

The  Cardinal  came  home,  and  sent  tlie  candidate  (or 
this  bishopric  on  the  spot  to  inform  me  that  the  I'ope  was 
resolved  to  have  me  back,  iMit  that  he  meant  to  keep  me 
Id  a  grocmd-floor  room  in  his  private  garden,  where  1 
could  receive  the  visits  of  my  fricnda,  as  I  had  done  in  his 
own  house.  I  implored  this  Mesaer  Andrea  to  .ask  the 
Cardinal  not  to  f^ve  me  up  to  tlie  Pope,  but  to  let  me  act 
on  my  own  account  1  would  have  myself  wrapped  up  io 
a  mattress,  and  carried  to  a  safe  place  outside  Rome ;  for 
if  be  gave  me  up  to  the  Pope,  he  would  certainly  be  send- 
ing me  to  death.  It  is  believed  that  when  the  Cardinal 
heard  my  petition  he  was  not  ill-disposed  to  grant  it ;  but 
Messer  Andrea,  wanting  to  secure  the  bishopric,  denounced 
me  to  the  Pope,  who  sent  at  once  and  had  mc  lodged  in 
the  ground- Scot  cliambcr  of  his  private  garden.  The 
Cardinal  sent  me  word  not  to  eat  ihe  food  provided  for 
me  by  the  Pope ;  tie  would  supply  me  witli  prori&iOQS ; 
meanwhile  I  was  to  keep  my  spirits  up,  for  he  would 
work  in  my  caose  till  I  was  set  free.  Matters  being  thus 
arranged,  I  received  daily  visits  and  generous  oScrs  from 
many  great  lords  and  gentlemen.  Food  came  from  the 
Pope,  which  I  refused  to  touch,  only  eating  that  which 
came  from  Cardinal  Comaro ;  and  thus  1  remained  awhile. 

I  had  among  my  friends  a  young  Greek  of  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years.  He  was  extremely  active  in  all  physical 
exercises,  and  the  best  swordsman  in  Rome ;  ntther  poor- 
spirited,  however,  but  loyal  to  the  backt»ne ;  honest,  and 
ready  to  believe  what  people  told  him.  He  had  heard  it 
said  that  tlie  Pope  made  known  his  intention  of  compen- 
sating me  for  all  I  had  gone  through.  It  is  true  that  the 
Pope  began  by  saying  so,  but  he  ended  by  saying  quite 
the  opposite.  I  then  determined  to  confide  in  tlic  yotmg 
Greek,  and  said  to  him :  "  Dearest  brother,  they  are 
plotting  my  ruin  ;  so  now  tlie  time  has  come  Io  help 
me.  Do  they  imagine,  when  they  heap  those  extraordinary 
(avoors  on  me,  that  I  am  not  aware  they  are  done  to 
betray  me  ? "  The  worthy  young  nun  answered  :  "  My 
Benvcnuto,  they  say  in  Rome  that  the  Pope  has  l>cstowed 
on  you  an  olBce  with  an  income  of  five  Iitindrcd  crowns ; 
1  beseech  you  tlicrcfore  not  to  let  tltuse  siisptciuns  deprive 
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you  of  so  s,rcAt  a  windfall."  All  tlie  same  I  begged  him 
with  clasped  liands  to  aid  me  in  escaping  from  tlial  place, 
saying  1  knew  well  that  a  Pope  of  that  sort,  though  he 
could  do  me  much  good  if  he  chose,  was  really  studjing 
secretly,  and  to  save  appearances,  how  be  might  best 
destroy  me  ;  tlicrcfore  we  must  be  quick  and  try  to  save 
me  from  his  clutches.  If  my  friend  would  get  mc  out  of 
that  place  by  the  means  I  meant  to  tell  him,  1  should 
always  regard  him  as  the  sariour  of  my  life,  and  when 
occasion  came  would  lay  it  down  for  him  with  gladness. 
The  poor  young  man  shed  tears,  and  ctied :  "  Oh,  my  dear 
broUier,  though  you  are  bringing  destruction  on  your 
head,  I  cannot  but  fulfd  your  wishes ;  so  explain  your 
plan,  and  1  will  do  whatever  you  may  order,  albeit  much 
against  my  will."  Accordingly  we  came  to  an  agreement, 
and  I  disclosed  to  him  the  details  of  my  scheme,  which 
was  certain  to  have  succeeded  without  difficulty.  When 
I  hoited  that  he  was  coming  to  execute  it,  he  came  and 
told  roe  tliat  for  my  own  good  he  meant  to  disobey  me, 
being  convinced  oi  the  truth  of  what  he  had  heard  from 
men  doise  to  tlie  Pope's  person,  who  understood  the  real 
slate  of  my  affairs.  Having  nothing  else  to  rely  upon.  I 
remained  in  despair  and  misery.  Ttiis  passed  on  the  day 
ol  Corpus  Domini  1539. 

cxv 

* 

After  my  conversation  with  the  Greek,  the  whole  day 
wore  away,  and  at  night  there  came  abundant  provisions 
from  the  kitchen  of  the  Pope ;  the  Cardinal  Comaro  also 
sent  good  store  of  viands  from  his  kitchen ;  and  some 
friends  of  mine  being  present  when  they  arrived,  I  made 
them  stay  to  supper,  and  enjoyed  their  society,  keeping  my 
leg  in  splints  bene;ith  the  bed-clothes.  An  hour  after 
nightfall  they  left  me ;  and  two  of  my  servants,  having 
made  me  comfortable  for  the  night,  went  to  sleep  in  the 
antccliamber.  I  had  a  dog,  black  as  a  multjerry,  one  of 
those  hairy  ones,  who  followed  me  atlminibly  when  I  went 
out  shooting,  and  never  left  my  side.  During  tlie  night  he 
lay  beneath  my  bed,  and  I  had  to  call  out  at  least  three 
times  to  my  i>cn'ant  to  turn  him  out,  because  he  howled 
so  fearfully.     When  tlie  servants  entered,  the  dog  tlcw  at 
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them  and  tried  to  bite  tbein.  They  were  frigbtened.  ai: 
thought  he  must  be  mad,  because  he  went  oo  bowling.  In 
this  way  we  passed  the  first  four  hours  of  Uie  night.  At 
the  stroke  of  four  the  Bargcllo  came  into  my  room  with  a 
band  of  constables,  llieii  the  dog  sprang  forth  and  flew 
at  them  with  snch  fury,  tearing  their  capes  and  hose,  that 
in  their  fright  Uiey  fancied  he  was  mad.  Bat  the  Bargello, 
tilce  an  experienced  penon.  told  them :  "  It  is  the  nature 
of  good  dogs  to  divine  and  foretell  the  mischance  coming 

00  their  masters.  Two  of  you  take  sticks  and  beat  the  dog 
off ;  white  the  others  strap  Benvcnuto  on  this  chair ;  then 
canr  him  to  the  place  you  wot  of,"  It  was,  as  I  have  said, 
the  night  after  Corpus  Domini,  and  about  four  o'clock. 

The  officers  carried  me,  well  shut  np  and  covered,  and 
four  of  tliem  went  in  front,  making  the  few  passengers  who 
were  (till  abroad  get  out  of  the  way.  So  they  bore  me  to 
Tom  di  Nona,  such  is  the  name  of  the  place,  and  put  me 
in  the  condemned  cell.  I  was  left  upon  a  wretched  mattress 
under  the  care  of  a  guard,  who  kept  all  night  mourning 
over  my  b«d  luck,  and  saying  to  me :  "  Alas !  poor  Bcnvenuto, 
what  have  you  done  to  tboee  great  folk?"  I  could  now 
form  a  rery  good  opinion  of  what  was  going  to  happen  to 
me,  partly  by  the  place  in  which  I  found  myself,  and  also 
by  what  the  man  had  ttild  me.'  During  a  portion  of  that 
night  I  kept  racking  my  brains  what  the  cause  could  be 
why  God  thought  fit  to  try  me  so,  and  not  being  able  to 
discover  it,  1  n'as  violently  agitated  iu  my  souL  The  guard 
did  the  best  he  could  to  comfort  me ;  but  1  begged  him 
(or  the  love  of  God  to  stop  taking,  seeing  I  should  be 
better  able  to  compose  myself  alone  in  quiet.  He  promised 
to  do  as  I  asked ;  and  tlien  I  turned  my  whole  heart  to 
God,  devoutly  entreutiiig  Him  to  deign  to  Like  me  into  His 
kingdom.  I  had,  it  is  true,  murmured  against  my  lot, 
because  it  seemed  to  me  that,  so  far  as  human  laws  go,  my 
departure  from  the  world  in  this  way  would  be  too  unjust ; 
it  is  true  also  tliat  I  hod  committed  homicides,  but  His  Vicar 
bad  called  me  from  my  native  city  and  pardoned  mc  by  tlie 
authority  he  had  from  Him  and  from  tlie  laws ;  and  what 

1  had  done  had  all  been  done  in  defence  of  the  body  which 

*  CtUial  tlH«{tit  b*  WBi  gains  to  have  hb  tbrou  eat.  And  bJccd  Ih* 
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His  Majesty  had  lent  me ;  so  I  cotild  not  admit  that  I 
deserved  death  according  to  the  dispcncation  under  which 
man  dwells  here;  but  it  seemed  tli;»t  what  was  hapjicning 
to  me  vnu  the  same  as  what  happen*  to  unlucky  people  in 
the  street,  when  a  stone  (alb  from  some  great  height  upon 
their  head  and  kills  them ;  this  we  see  clearly  to  be  the 
inBucnce  ot  the  stars ;  not  indeed  that  the  stars  conspire  to 
do  us  good  or  evil,  but  the  effect  results  from  thdr  conjunct 
tioos,  to  which  we  are  subordinated.  At  the  same  time  I 
know  that  I  am  possessed  of  (ree-will.  .-ind  if  1  couUI  exert 
tlic  faith  of  a  saint,  1  am  sure  that  the  angels  of  heaven 
would  bear  mc  from  this  dungeon  and  relieve  me  of  all  my 
■iBictioDS ;  yet  inasmuch  as  God  has  not  deemed  me  worthy 
of  such  miracles,  1  conclude  that  those  celestial  inftacitocs 
mtist  he  wreaking  their  malignity  upon  me.  In  this  long 
stniggle  of  the  scml  I  s])cnt  some  time  i  thcu  I  found  com- 
(on,  and  tell  tnvsently  atJeep. 


CXVI 

When  the  day  dawned,  the  guard  woke  me  up  and  said : 
"Oh,  unfortunate  but  worthy  man.  you  have  no  more  time 
to  go  on  sleeping,  for  one  is  waiting  here  to  give  you  evil 
news."  I  answered ;  "  The  sooner  I  escape  from  this  earthly 
|)ris()o,  the  happier  shall  i  be ;  especially  as  I  am  sure 
my  soul  Is  saved,  and  that  I  am  going  to  an  undeserved 
death.  Christ,  the  glorious  and  divine,  elects  me  to  the 
company  of  I^is  disciples  and  (rfendft.  who,  Uke  Himself, 
were  condemned  to  die  unjustly.  I  too  am  scnteni:cd  lo 
■n  unjust  death,  and  I  thank  God  with  humility  for  this 
atgit  of  grace.  Why  does  not  the  man  come  forward  who 
has  to  prooounce  ny  doom  ? "  I'he  guard  repUed  :  "  He 
,  Is  loo  sricved  (or  you,  and  sheds  tears."  I'hen  I  caJIed 
Im  by  his  name  of  hiesser  Betwdetio  da  Cagli.*  and  cried : 
'Coaw  (orwanJ.  Mcsser  Benedetto,  my  friend,  for  now,  I 
resolTcd  and  in  good  fraoie  of  mind  ;  fji  greater  glory 
it  for  mc  to  die  unjustly  than  if  1  had  deserved  thi»  late. 
Come  forward,  1  bcft,  and  let  me  have  a  priest,  in  order 
that  I  may  speak  a  couple  of  wards  witli  him.     I  do  not 
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indeed  stand  in  need  of  this,  for  I  have  already  made  my 
lieart's  confession  to  my  Lord  God ;  yet  I  sluMild  like  to 
ob»cn,-c  the  ordioaoccs  of  our  Holy  Mother  Church  :  for 
though  she  has  done  me  this  abominable  wrong.  I  pardoo 
her  with  all  my  sotU.  So  come,  friend  Messer  Benedetto^ 
and  despatch  my  basinca  before  I  lose  control  over 
better  instincts." 

After  I  had  uttered  tliese  words,  the  worthy  man  told 
the  guard  to  lock  the  door,  because  nothing  could  be  dom 
without  his  presence.  He  tlien  repaired  to  the  house  of 
Signor  Pier  Luigi's  wife,  who  happened  to  be  in  company 
with  tlie  Duchess  of  whom  I  spoke  above.'  Presenting 
himself  before  them  both,  he  spoke  as  follows :  "  My 
most  illustrious  mistress,  I  entreat  you  for  the  love  of  God 
to  tell  the  Pope  that  he  must  send  some  one  else  to  pro- 
nounce sentence  upon  Bcnvenuto  and  perform  my  ofhce ; 
1  reDOuncc  the  task,  and  am  quite  decided  not  to  carry  it 
throu^."  Then,  sighing,  he  departed  with  the  strongest, 
signs  of  inward  sorrow.  Tlie  Ducliess,  who  was  present,^ 
frowned  and  said :  "  So  this  is  the  fine  justice  dealt  out 
liere  in  Rome  by  God's  Vicar  1  The  Duke,  my  late  hus- 
liaud,  particularly  esteemed  this  man  for  his  good  qualities 
and  eminent  abilities ;  he  v.'as  unwilling  to  let  him  return 
to  Rome,  and  would  gladly  have  kept  him  close  to  his  own 
person."  Upon  this  she  retired,  mottering  words  of  in* 
dignation  and  displeasure.  Signor  Pier  Luigi's  wife,  wbo 
■was  called  Signora  Jerolima,  betook  herself  to  the  Pope, 
and  threw  herself  upon  her  knees  before  him  in  the  presence 
of  several  cardinals.  She  pleaded  my  cause  so  warmly 
that  she  woke  the  Pope  to  shame  ;  whereupon  he  said  : 
*■  For  your  sake  we  will  leave  him  quiet ;  >'et  you  moat 
know  that  we  tiad  no  ill-wilt  against  him."  These  words  he 
spoke  because  of  the  cardinals  who  were  around  him,  and 
had  liitened  to  the  eloquence  of  that  brave-spiiitcd  lady. 

Me:u)white  I  abode  in  extreme  discomfort,  and  my  heart' 
kept  tliumping  agninst  my  ribs.  Not  less  was  the  discom- 
fort of  the  men  appointed  to  discharge  the  evil  tuisiness  of 
my  execution ;  but  when  the  hour  for  dinner  was  already 
put,  they  betook  themselves  to  their  several  affairs,  and 
my  meal  was  also  served  me.    This  tilled  me  with  a  glad 

*  Ttie  wife  of  Pkt  Luip  FaiMte  m*  Jtneimt,  dsCf  hiei  at  tM^  Onlnl, 
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astonishment,  »ik1  I  exclaimed :  "  For  onc«  truth  has  been 
stronger  thiin  tlie  malice  of  tite  stars  I  I  pray  God,  tliere- 
fore,  that,  if  it  be  His  plriimre,  He  will  save  me  from  this 
fearful  peril."  Then  1  fell  lo  eatlnK  wilti  the  same  stout 
heart  for  my  salvation  as  I  liad  previously  prepared  for  my 
perdition,  t  dined  well,  and  afterwards  remained  without 
seeing  or  hearing  any  one  until  an  hour  alter  nightfall.  At 
that  time  the  Oargello  arrived  with  a  large  part  of  his  guard, 
and  had  me  replaced  in  the  dtair  which  brought  me  on  the 
previous  evening  to  the  prison.  He  spoke  very  kindly  to 
me,  bidding  me  be  under  no  apprehension ;  and  baile  his 
constables  take  Kood  cire  not  to  strike  against  my  broken 
leg,  but  to  treat  me  as  lliouKh  1  were  tlic  apple  of  their 
eye.  The  men  obeyed,  and  brought  me  to  the  castle  whence 
1  had  escaped ;  tlien,  when  we  had  mounted  to  the  keep, 
they  left  me  shut  tip  in  a  dungeon  opening  upon  a  little 
court  there  is  there. 

CXVII 

The  castellan,  meanwhile,  ill  and  afflicted  as  he  vras,  had 
himself  transported  to  my  prison,  and  exclaimed :  "  You 
see  that  I  have  recaptured  you!"  "Yes."  said  1,  "but  you 
see  that  I  escajicd,  as  I  told  you  I  would.  And  if  I  had  not 
been  sold  by  a  Venetian  C.irdinal.  under  Papal  guarantee, 
for  the  price  ol  a  bistiopric,  the  fopc  a  Homan  and  a  Farnese 
(and  both  of  them  have  scratched  with  impious  hands  tlie 
face  of  the  most  sacred  laws),  you  would  not  have  recovered 
me.  Out  DOW  that  they  have  opened  this  vile  way  of 
dealing,  do  yon  the  worst  j-oii  can  in  your  turn ;  I  care  for 
nothing  in  the  world."  The  wreldied  man  began  shouting 
at  the  lop  of  his  voice:  "Ah,  woe  is  me  !  woe  is  met  It 
is  all  the  same  to  this  fellow  whether  lie  lives  or  dies,  and 
behold,  he  Is  more  fiery  than  when  he  w:is  in  health.  Put 
him  down  there  below  the  garden,  and  do  not  speak  to  me 
of  him  again,  for  he  is  tlie  destined  cause  of  my  death." 

So  I  was  taken  into  a  gloomy  dungeon  below  the  level 
of  a  garden,  which  swam  vd'ith  water,  and  was  full  of  big 
spi;lcrs  and  many  venomous  worms.  They  flung  ntc  a 
wretched  mattress  of  coarse  hemp,  gave  me  no  supper,  and 
locked  four  doors  upon  me.  In  that  conditioD  I  abode 
until  the  nineteenth  hour  of  the  following  day.     Then  I 
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received  food,  and  I  requested  my  jailon  to  give  me  \ 
oi  my  books  to  read.  None  of  tlicm  spoke  a  word,  but 
they  referred  my  prayer  to  the  unfortunate  castelUn,  who 
had  made  iaquiries  concerning  wliat  I  said.  Next  moniing 
they  brought  me  an  Italian  Bible  which  belonged  to  me, 
and  a  copy  of  the  Chronicles  of  Giovanni  Villani.'  When 
I  asked  for  certain  other  of  my  tMoks,  I  was  told  that  1 
could  have  no  more,  and  that  I  had  got  too  many  aUeady. 

Thus,  then,  I  continued  to  exist  in  miser)-  upon  that 
rotten  mattress,  which  in  three  days  soaked  up  water  like 
a  sponge.  I  could  hardly  stir  because  of  my  brokeo  leg ; 
and  when  I  had  to  get  out  of  bed  to  obey  a  call  of  nature, 
I  crawled  on  all  (ours  with  extreme  distress,  in  order  not 
to  foul  the  place  1  xlept  in.  For  one  hour  and  a  half  each 
day  1  got  a  httle  gtimmeriiiK  "f  Hght,  which  penetrate<l  that 
unhappy  cavcni  through  a  very  narrow  aperture.  Only  for 
so  short  a  space  of  time  could  I  read ;  the  rest  of  the  daj 
and  night  I  abode  in  darkness,  enduring  my  lot,  nor  ever 
without  meditations  upon  God  and  on  our  human  fr^ty, 
1  thought  it  certain  that  a  few  more  days  would  put  an 
end  to  my  unlucky  life  in  that  s.id  place  and  in  that  miserable 
manner.  Nevertheless,  as  well  as  1  was  able,  I  comforted 
my  soul  t>y  calling  to  mind  how  much  more  painful  it  would 
hav«  been,  nn  passing  from  this  life,  to  have  soScred  that 
unimaginable  horror  of  the  hangman's  knife.  Now,  being 
as  I  was,  1  should  depart  witli  the  anodyne  of  sleepiness, 
which  robbed  death  of  half  its  former  terrors.  Uttle  by 
little  I  felt  my  vital  forces  waning,  until  at  last  my  vigorous 
tem|M:rainent  had  become  adapled  to  that  purgatory.  \Vlicn 
I  felt  it  quite  acclimatised,  1  resolved  to  put  up  with  all 
those  indescribable  discomforts  so  long  as  it  held  out 


CXVIII 

I  began  the  Bible  from  the  commencement,  reading  anS 
rcllccting  on  it  so  devoutly,  and  finding  in  it  such  deep 
treasures  of  delight,  that,  if  I  had  been  able,  1  should  have 
done  naught  ^k  but  study  it  However,  light  was  want- 
ing ;  and  the  thought  of  all  my  troubles  kept  recurring  and 

'  This  neotloB  el  sa  lUlUn  Blktc  ihawi  thM  we  uc  Mill  id  Ibe  dayi  bdon 
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enawiDj;  at  mc  in  the  darkness,  uiitil  I  often  made  my 
mind  up  to  put  an  end  somehow  to  my  own  lile.  They 
did  not  allow  me  a  knife,  however,  and  so  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  conunit  suicide.  Once,  notwithstandinf;.  I  took 
and  propped  a  wooden  pole  1  found  there,  in  position  like 
a  trap.  I  meant  to  nuke  it  topple  over  on  my  head,  and 
it  would  certainly  have  dashed  nty  brains  out ;  but  when  I 
had  arranged  the  whole  machine,  and  was  approaching  to 
put  it  in  motion,  just  at  the  moment  of  my  setting  my  hand 
to  it,  I  was  seized  by  an  invisible  power  and  flung  lour 
cubits  from  the  spot,  in  sucli  a  terror  tliat  I  lay  half  <lcad. 
Like  that  I  temained  from  dawn  until  the  nineteenth  hour, 
when  Uiey  brought  my  food.  The  jailors  must  have  visited 
my  cell  several  times  without  my  taking  notice  of  them ; 
for  when  at  last  I  heard  them.  Captain  Sondrino  Uonaldi  > 
had  entered,  and  I  heard  him  saying:  "Ah,  unhappy  man  I 
behold  the  end  to  which  so  rare  a  genius  has  come  I " 
Roaacd  by  tliese  words,  I  opened  my  eyes,  and  caught 
sight  of  priests  with  long  gowns  on  their  backs,  who  were 
nying  :  "  Oh,  you  told  us  he  was  dead  t "  Ikii/a  replied  : 
"  Dead  I  found  him,  and  thcrrforc  I  told  you  so."  l*hcn 
(hey  lifted  me  from  where  I  lay,  and  after  shaking  np  the 
mattress,  whidi  was  now  as  soppy  as  a  dith  ol  maccaronj, 
they  Hung  it  outjtide  the  dungeon.  The  castellan,  when 
tbcK  tilings  were  reported  to  him,  sent  inc  another  mat- 
tron.  Tlicrciiflet,  when  I  searched  my  memory  to  Find 
wint  coutd  have  diverted  mc  from  that  design  of  suicide,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  must  have  txen  some  power 
divine  and  my  good  guardian  ongeL 


CXIX 

During  the  following  night  there  appeared  to  mc  in 
dicant  B  marrclloui  txing  in  the  form  of  a  mo«t  lovely 
youth,  who  Cffed,  as  tliough  he  wanted  to  reprove  me : 
"  Knoweat  Ihon  who  lent  thee  that  body,  which  thou 
wouldat  bnvo  spoiled  before  its  lime?"  I  seemed  to 
aiwwcr  that  I  recognised  all  things  pertaining  to  me  as 
gifti  from  Uto  God  of  nature.    "So,  then."  he  said,  "thou 
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hast  contempt  for  His  h:indiw(»k,  through  thit  thy  will 
spoil  it?  Commit  thyself  unto  Mis  guidance,  vid  lose  not 
hope  in  His  great  goodaesi  I "  Mitch  more  he  added,  in 
words  of  ntarvetlous  efficacy,  tlie  tliotietndth  part  oi  which 
1  cannot  now  remember. 

I  began  to  considef  that  the  anset  oi  my  iriuon  spoke 
the  truth.  So  I  cast  my  eyes  around  the  prison,  and  saw 
some  scraps  of  rotten  brick,  with  the  fragments  of  which, 
nibbing  one  against  the  otlicr,  I  composed  a  paste.  Then, 
creeping  on  all  fours,  as  I  was  compelled  to  go,  [  crawled 
up  to  an  angle  of  my  dungeon  door,  and  gnawed  a  splinter 
from  it  with  my  teeth.  Having  achieved  this  feat,  I  waited 
till  the  light  canw  oo  my  prison ;  that  was  from  the  hour 
of  twenty  and  a  half  to  twenty-one  and  a  half.  \V1ien  it 
arri\-ed,  I  bef^n  to  write,  the  but  I  could,  on  tome  blank 
pages  in  my  BiUe.  and  rebuked  Uie  regents  ot  my  intel- 
lectual self  for  being  too  imiKatient  to  endure  this  Ufe ;  they 
replied  to  my  body  with  excuses  drawn  from  all  that  they 
had  suffered ;  and  tlie  body  gave  them  hope  of  better 
fortune.  To  this  effect,  then,  t^  way  ol  dialogue,  I  wrote, 
as  follows : — 

Afflicted  regents  of  my  soul  1 
Ab,  cruel  ye  I  liave  ye  tacfa  haic  of  lile  f 

1%t  Spirih  <rf  his  md. 

If  Heavtn  against  you  roll, 
Wbastaads  iot  mi  who  uvea  us  in  Ute  strife? 
Lei  tu,  O  let  113  go  toward  belter  life  I 

Bfnvitui». 

Nay,  pt  nol  yet  awhile  I 
Ve  shall  be  happier  and  Ugbter  far- 
Heaven  gives  this  hope— than  ye  were  ever  yM  I 


I 


Tkt  Spirilt. 

We  will  [emaln  tome  litdc  while, 

If  only  by  trreat  Cod  you  promised  ate 
Soch  grace  th^l  no  vane  woes  on  us  be  set 


BOOK  FIRST 

Ulcr  this  I  recovered  strengtb ;  andwbcn  I  hjid  heartened 
up  n))'self,  I  continued  reading  iu  the  Bible,  and  my  eyes 
tiecaine  so  used  to  that  darkness  that  I  could  now  read  (or 
three  hour«  instead  of  the  bare  hour  and  a  haU  I  was  able 
to  employ  licfore. 

With  profound  astonisJimcnt  I  dwelt  upon  the  fofx;e  of 
Cod's  Spirit  in  thoite  men  of  great  Kiniplicily,  who  beheved 
so  fervently  that  lie  would  hrinK  all  Uieir  hearl'ti  desire  to 
pass.  I  tlien  proceeded  to  reckon  In  my  own  case  too  on 
God's  assistance,  both  because  of  His  divine  power  and 
mercy,  and  also  because  of  my  own  innocence :  and  at  all 
hours,  sometimes  in  prayer  and  sometimes  in  communion 
with  God,  I  iihoilc  in  those  htch  IhouKhls  of  Him.  Tliere 
flowed  into  my  soul  so  powerful  a  delight  from  ttiese  re- 
tlectioiu  upon  God,  that  I  took  do  further  tliought  for  all 
the  anjiuUh  1  had  suffered,  but  rather  spent  tJie  day  in 
siDging  paalma  and  diven  other  compositions  on  the  theme 
of  Hii  divinity. 

1  WAS  greatly  troubled,  however,  by  one  particular  annoy> 
ance :  my  nails  had  grown  so  long  that  I  could  not  touch 
my  body  without  w-ounding  it ;  1  could  not  dress  myself 
tntt  what  they  turned  inside  or  out,  to  my  great  tonneat 
Moreover,  my  teeth  began  to  perish  in  my  mootb.  I  be- 
came aware  of  this  txcausc  the  drad  teeth  being  pushed 
out  by  the  living  ones,  my  ({""'^  were  gradually  perforated, 
and  the  points  tA  the  roots  pierce*!  thntugh  the  tops  ol 
Uieir  cases.  When  I  was  aware  of  this,  I  lued  to  piiU  one 
otit,  as  Uidugh  it  were  a  weapon  from  a  scabbard,  without 
any  pain  or  loss  of  blood.  Very  many  of  them  did  1  lose 
in  this  way.  Nevertheless,  I  acoomroodatcd  myself  to  these 
new  troubles  also ;  at  times  I  tang,  it  times  I  prayed,  and 
at  times  I  wrote  by  means  of  the  pule  of  brick-dust  I 
have  described  above.  At  this  time  I  beg<ui  composing  a 
Capitolo  in  piat»e  of  my  prison,  robtins  in  it  all  the 
accidents  which  bad  befallen  nw.  *  This  poem  I  mean  to 
insert  in  its  proper  place. 


I  Cs|illa)«  h  Iht  technical  ■ume  fnt  a  copy  at  mtt*  In  Atm  rtma  «■  ■ 
diiHHi  iImmk  fntmt  al  itik  hind.  mmOj  ImiWitfM  m  Mllikkl,  *«n  rtrj 
mbIu  I*  OUmT*  sc*.  They  wed  l»  be  wilim  o*  liUUai  m  obwnc  mIi- 
jteu  In  a  ngdi-haule  Ijit.  Ikml  UBDiml  ibe  chsnaKi  td  h%li  ut  «»• 
IW  cpKia,  whkh  bsd  lai«  been  is  mte  unam  Um  oaklUnd  val^.  S«« 
to  hmhicf  paRinbn  Syvoadt'  Kfmitiamn  im  Iiaiji,  mL  r,  ths^  n*. 
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cxx 

Tlie  good  castellan  used  frequently  to  send  me3sen);efB  ta 
find  out  secretly  wbat  I  was  doing.  So  it  Iiappeoed  on  the 
last  day  of  July  tbat  I  was  rejoicing  greatly  by  myself 
alone  while  I  bethought  me  of  the  festival  they  ke^  in 
Rome  upon  the  ist  of  August :  and  I  was  saying  to  myself : 
"In  former  yeart  1  kept  tlic  feast  among  the  pleasures  and 
tlie  frailties  of  the  world ;  this  year  I  stiall  keep  it  in  com- 
muniou  with  God.  Ob,  how  far  more  happy  am  I  thus 
than  I  was  tlien  I  "  The  persons  who  heard  me  speak  these 
words  reported  them  to  the  castellan.  He  was  greatly 
annoyed,  and  exclaimed :  "  Ah,  God  !  tbat  fellow  lives  and 
triumphs  in  his  infinite  distress,  while  I  lack  all  things  in 
the  midst  of  comfort,  and  am  dying  only  on  account  of  him  I 
Go  quickly,  and  Hing  htm  into  tbat  deepest  of  the  subter- 
ranean dungeons  where  the  preacher  Foiano  was  starved  to 
death.  <  Perhaps  when  he  finds  himself  in  such  ill  plight 
he  will  begin  to  droop  his  crest." 

Captain  Sandrino  Monaldi  came  at  once  into  my  prison 
with  about  twenty  of  the  castelhn's  servants.  Tliey  found 
me  on  my  knees ;  and  I  did  not  turn  at  their  approach, 
but  went  on  paying  my  orisons  before  a  God  tbc  Father, 
surrounded  with  angch,  and  a  Christ  arising  victorious  from 
the  grave,  which  I  bad  sketched  upon  the  wall  with  a  little 
piece  of  charcoal  I  bad  found  covered  up  with  earth.  This 
was  after  I  had  lain  four  months  upon  my  back  in  bed  with 
my  leg  broken,  and  had  so  often  dreamed  that  angels  ^nw 
and  mini.stcred  to  me,  th.tt  at  the  end  of  those  four  months 
the  limb  tiecame  as  •ound  at  tliougb  it  never  had  been 
Eractiue<l.  So  then  lhc»e  fellows  entered,  all  in  armotir, 
as  fearful  of  me  as  though  I  were  a  poi«on-breathing  dragon. 
The  captain  spoke  as  follows:  "You  must  be  aware  that 
tliere  arc  many  of  us  here,  and  our  entrance  has  made  a 
tumult  in  this  place,  yet  >-ou  do  not  turn  round."  When 
I  heard  these  words,  1  was  well  able  to  conceive  what  greater 
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hanii  might  happen  to  mc ;  but  being  used  and  hardened 
to  midoitunc,  1  uid  to  them  ;  "  Unto  this  God  who  supports 
me,  to  HifD  in  heaven  I  have  turned  my  sotJ,  my  contempla- 
tion, and  all  my  vital  spirits ;  to  >-ou  I  have  turned  precisely 
what  belong!  to  you.  What  there  is  o(  good  in  me,  you 
are  not  worthy  to  behold,  nor  can  you  touch  it.  Do  then 
to  that  which  ia  under  your  control  all  the  evil  you  arc 
iiblc."  The  cnptaJn.  in  (omc  abrni,  and  not  luiowinc  what 
I  mifibt  be  on  tlic  point  of  doing,  said  to  (our  ol  his  tallest 
fcllowa  ;  "  Hut  all  your  arms  aside."  When  they  had  done  so, 
be  added  :  "  Now  upon  Ihe  instant  leap  on  him,  and  secure 
him  well.  Oo  you  think  he  is  the  devil,  tliut  to  many  of  us 
should  be  afraid  of  him  i  Hold  him  tiuht  now,  that  he  nuy 
not  escape  you."  Sei/ed  by  them  with  force  and  rougldy 
handle<l,  and  anlidi\itini;  iiomcthinK  far  worse  than  what 
afterwvdi  hiippencd,  I  lifted  my  eyes  to  Christ  and  said  : 
"  Oh.  just  God,  Thou  poidest  aJI  our  debts  upon  that  hljlh- 
niscd  cross  ot  ThJtie ;  wherefore  then  must  my  innocence 
lie  nade  to  pay  Ihe  debts  of  whom  I  do  not  even  know  ? 
Nevcrtbe]es.r  Tliywill  l>e  done."  Meanwhile  the  men  were 
ouiylngmeaway  wilh  a  Ricat  lighted  torch;  and  I  thouf[lit 
Unt  IbAy  were  about  to  throw  me  down  the  oubliette  of 
Ssatmabo.  This  was  the  name  given  to  a  fearful  place  which 
had  BwaUowed  many  men  aUve ;  (or  when  tliey  are  cast  into  It, 
they  fall  to  the  Iwlton  of  a  deep  pit  in  tiie  foundations  of  the 
ctMle.  This  did  not,  however,  happen  to  me ;  wherefore 
I  tbousht  that  I  had  made  ■  very  good  iMrgain  when  they 
phccd  me  in  that  hideous  dunceoo  I  have  spoken  of,  where 
Fra  Foiano  died  of  hunger,  and  left  me  there  without  doing 
me  further  injury. 

Wlicn  I  was  alone,  I  began  to  sing  a  Dt  profunda  tUnuni, 
a  Uistrrre,  and  In  U  D<»nine  tPtravi.  During  the  whnle  of 
that  lirst  day  of  August  1  kept  festival  with  God,  my  heart 
rejoicing  ever  In  tlie  strengtli  of  hope  and  failli.  On  the 
ncond  day  they  drew  me  (mm  Unit  hole,  and  took  me  back 
acain  to  the  prison  where  I  had  drawn  those  repraMBtttkKH 
of  God.  On  arriving  there,  the  sight  of  thorn  filled  me  wHh 
stich  fweetticss  and  such  ^adness  that  I  wept  abundantly. 
On  every  day  that  followed,  the  castelUn  sent  to  know  what 
1  was  doing  and  saying.  The  Poj^e,  who  had  heard  the 
whole  history  (aad  I  must  add  that  the  doctors  had  already 
Itivcn  the  castellan   over),  spoke   as  follows :  "  Before  my 
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castcllaa  dies  I  will  let   him  put  that  Bcnvcnuto  to  death 

in  any  way  he  likes,  for  be  is  the  cause  of  his  death,  and  so 

the  good  man  shall  not  die  unrevengcd."    On  hearinK  UiCK 

words  Irom  the  mouth  of   Duke   Pier  Luiiii,  the  cj^ellan 

replied  :  "  So,  then,  the  Pope  has  K'ven  nie  B«nvenuto,  and 

wishes   me   to  take  my  venKennce   on  him  ?     Dismiss  the 

inattef   from   your   mind,  and    leave   me  to  act."     If  tlic 

heart  of  the  Pope  was  ill -disposed  against  me,  that  of  the 

castellan  was  now  at  the  commcucement  S3v:ige  and  cruel 

in  the  eitrvmc.      At  this  juncture  Uie   invisible  being  who 

had  diverted   mc  from   my  intention  of   suicide,  came  to 

me,  being  slitl  invisible,  but  with  a  clear  voice,  and  shook 

me,  and    nude   me    rise,  and   Kiid   to   me :   "  Ah  me !  my 

Benvemilo,  quick,  quick,  l>cl;tke  thyself  to  God   with    thy 

accustomed    prayers,   and   cry   out   lotidiy,   loudly!"     In  a 

sudden  coniteniation    I    fell   upon   my  knees,  and   recited 

several  of  my  pni}^;!!  in  a  loud  voice ;  after  this  I  said  j^iii 

habilal  in  adjutorio;  tlien  I  communed  a  space  with   God ; 

and  in  an  instant  tlic  same  clear  and  o|>en  voice  said  to  me ; 

"  Go  to  rest,  atid  hai-e  no  further  (ear  ! "     Tlic  meaning  ol  this 

was,  that  tlic  castellan,  after  giving  tlie  most  cruel  orders 

for  my  death,   suddenly   countermanded   tlicm.  and   said ; 

"  Is  not  tliis  Benvcnuto  the  man  whom  I  have  so  warmly 

defended,  whom  I  know  of  a  surety  to  be  ioooccnt,  and 

who  has  been  so  greatly  wronged  ?    Oh,  how  will  God  have 

mefx;y   on  me   and    my  sins    if    I    do   not    pardon    those 

who  have  done  me  the  greatest  injuries  i    Oh.  why  shoukl 

I  injure  a  man  t)olh  witrthy  and  innocent,   who  has  only 

done  me  services  and  honour  t     Go  to  I   mstead  of  kilting 

htm.   I   give   him   Ufe   and   liberty :    and   In    my  will    I'll 

have   it  written  that  none  shall  demand  of  him  tlie  heavy 

debt    for    his   eipenses    here   which    he   would    elscwise 

have    to  pay."      'I'lus  the  Pope  beard,  and  took  it  very  ill 

indeed. 
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I  meanwhile  continued  to  pray  as  usual,  and  to  write 
my  Capitolo,  and  every  night  1  was  visited  with  the 
gladdest  and  most  pleasant  dreams  that  could  be  pos»bly 
imagined.     It  seemed    to  mc  while   dreaming   that    I  was 
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alwaj-s  In  the  visible  company  of  tbst  being  whose  voice 
ai]<l  touch,  wliile  lie  vns  still  invi&tble,  I  had  bo  oflcn  felt 
To  liim  I  made  but  one  rcquc&t,  and  this  I  urged  most 
earnestly,  namely,  Uiat  he  would  bring  me  where  1  could 
behold  tlic  sun.  I  told  him  that  this  was  the  sole  dcsre 
I  had,  and  that  if  I  could  but  sec  tlie  sun  once  only,  I 
•hould  die  coatentod.  All  the  disagreeable  circomstances 
of  my  prison  had  become,  as  it  were,  to  me  friendly  and 
onmiiantonable ;  not  one  of  them  gave  me  annoyance. 
Nevcrtheleu,  I  oukIiI  to  say  that  the  c^ixtellan'i  pansitea, 
who  were  wailing  for  him  to  hang  iiic  from  the  tnttlement 
whence  1  had  made  my  escape,  when  they  saw  that  he 
had  changed  his  mind  to  the  exact  opposite  of  what 
he  previously  threatened,  were  unatde  to  endure  the 
diiappointmettl.  Accordingly,  they  kept  continually  try- 
ing to  inspire  me  with  the  fear  of  imminent  death  by 
means  of  various  terrifying  hints.  Out,  as  1  have  already 
■aid,  I  had  become  so  well  aatuainled  with  troubles  of 
Ibis  sort  tliat  I  was  incapable  of  fear,  and  nothing  any 
longer  could  disturb  me ;  only  t  had  that  one  great 
kinging  to  beliold  tlte  sphere  of  the  sun,  if  only  in  a 
dreain. 

Thus  then,  while  I  spent  many  houn  a  day  in  prayer 
with  deep  emotion  of  the  spirit  toward  Christ,  1  used 
always  to  say:  "Ah,  very  Son  ot  God  I  I  pray  Tlice  by 
Thy  birth,  t^  Ttiy  death  upon  the  crOM,  and  by  Thy 
glorious  resurrection,  that  Thou  wilt  deign  to  let  me  tee 
tlie  sun,  if  not  otherwise,  at  least  in  dreams.  Out  if  Thou 
will  gr:uit  me  to  betiold  it  with  lhc«e  mortal  e>'es  of  mine, 
1  engage  mvKlf  to  come  and  vitiit  Thee  at  Thy  holy 
■cpulchre."  This  vow  and  these  my  grr.itest  prayers  to 
God  I  made  upon  the  ind  of  October  in  tlie  year  tss9. 
Upon  the  following  morning,  which  was  the  3rd  of 
October,  I  woke  at  daybreak,  peiliaps  an  hour  befora 
the  rising  of  the  sun.  Dragging  myself  from  the  miser- 
able Liir  in  which  I  Uy,  I  ptil  some  clothe*  on,  for  it 
had  begun  to  be  cold ;  then  I  prayed  more  devoutly 
than  ever  I  had  ilonc  In  the  past,  (crvenlly  imploring 
Christ  that  He  would  at  least  grant  me  the  favour  of 
knowing  by  divine  inspiration  what  Bin  I  wai  ao  nrely 
expiating;  and  since  His  Divine  Majesty  had  not  deemed 
me    worthy    ot    beholding    the    sun    even    In    a    dream 
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1  besought  Him  to  let  me  know  the  cause  of  my  puD 
iBbmeot 


CXXII 

1  had  barely  uttered  these  words,  when  thxt  invisible 
being,  hke  a  whirlwind,  caught  me  ap  and  bore  me  away 
into  a  large  room,  where  he  made  himscU  visible  to  my 
eyes  in  human  form,  appearing  like  a  young  man  whose 
beard  is  just  growing,  with  a  face  of  indescribable  beauty,  but 
anatere,  not  wanton.  He  bade  me  look  arotind  the  room, 
and  said :  "The  crowd  ot  men  tJioti  sccst  in  this  place  are 
all  those  who  up  to  this  day  have  been  txira  and  afterward* 
have  died  upon  the  earth."  Thereupon  I  asked  him  why 
Ite  brought  mc  hither,  and  he  answered :  "  Come  with  me 
and  thou  ahalt  soon  l)chold."  In  my  band  1  had  a  poniard, 
and  upon  my  back  a  ooat  of  mail :  and  so  he  led  mc  through 
that  vast  hall,  polntiiig  out  the  people  who  were  walking 
by  innumerable  thousands  up  and  down,  this  vray  and  that 
He  led  me  onward,  and  went  forth  in  front  of  me  through 
a  httle  low  door  into  a  pbce  which  looked  like  a  narrow 
street ;  and  when  he  drew  me  after  him  into  the  street,  at 
the  moment  of  leaving  the  halt,  tiehold  I  was  disarmed  and 
clothed  in  a  while  shirt,  with  nottiing  on  my  head,  and  I 
was  walking  on  the  right  hand  of  my  companion.  Finding 
myielf  in  this  condition,  1  was  seized  with  wonder,  becatwe 
I  did  not  recognise  the  street ;  and  whea  I  lifted  my  eyes, 
I  discerned  that  the  splendour  of  the  sun  was  striking  on  a 
wall,  as  it  were  a  house-front,  just  at»ve  my  head  Tlicn  1 
said :  "  Oh,  my  friend  I  what  must  1  do  in  order  to  be  able 
to  ascend  so  high  that  I  may  gaze  upon  the  sphere  of  the 
sun  himself^"  He  pointed  out  some  huge  ttairs  which 
were  oo  my  right  band,  and  said  to  me:  "Go  up  thither  by 
thyself."  Quitting  his  side,  1  ascended  llic  stairs  backxvardi^ 
and  gradually  tKgan  to  come  within  the  region  of  the  sun- 
light Then  I  Itastencd  my  steps,  and  went  on.  alwaj-s 
walking  backwards  as  I  have  described,  until  I  discovered 
the  whole  sphere  of  the  sun.  The  strength  of  his  ray^  as 
is  their  wont,  first  made  nic  close  my  eyes ;  but  becoming 
aware  of  my  mtsdoiug,  1  opened  them  wide,  and  gazing 
steadfastly  at  the  sun,  exclaimed :  "  Oh,  my  sun,  for  whom 
I  have  so  passionately  yearned !    Albeit  your  ra)**  may  blind 
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mc,  I  do  not  wUh  to  look  on  anj'Uiing  again  but  this  I"  So 
I  skiycd  awhile  with  my  eyes  fixed  steadily  on  liiin ;  and 
after  a  brief  space  1  beheld  in  one  moment  the  whole  might 
ut  those  Sicat  burning  rays  Ring  themselves  upon  the  left 
side  of  the  sun ;  to  that  the  orb  remained  quite  dear  without 
its  rays,  and  1  was  able  to  contemt^ate  it  with  vast  delight. 
It  seemed  to  me  something  marvellous  that  the  ray's  should 
be  removed  in  Ituit  manner.  Then  I  reHected  what  divine 
gnce  it  was  which  God  had  gninted  me  Uiat  moiming, 
and  cried  aloud:  "Oh,  wonderful  Thy  power  I  oh,  glorious 
Thy  virtue  1  How  far  greater  is  tlie  grace  wSTch  l1iou  art 
granting  me  than  tliat  which  1  eipecled  I "  The  sun  with- 
out his  rays  appeared  to  me  to  t>e  a  bath  of  the  purest  molten 
gold,  neither  mure  nor  less.  While  I  stood  contempUting 
this  wondrous  thing,  I  noticed  that  the  middle  of  the  sphere 
begkn  to  twell,  and  the  swollen  surface  grew,  and  suddenly 
I  Christ  npoo  the  cross  fonned  itself  out  of  the  same  sut)- 
stance  as  the  sun.  He  bore  the  aspect  ol  divine  benignity, 
with  such  fair  grace  that  the  mind  of  man  could  not  conceive 
the  thousandth  part  of  it ;  and  white  I  gazed  in  ecstasy,  I 
shouted  :  "  A  miracle  I  a  miracle  I  O  God  I  O  clemency 
Divine  I  O  immeasurable  GoodoCM  I  what  i*  it  Thou  hast 
dci>;ncd  this  day  to  show  me  I"  Wliitc  1  was  gazing  and 
cxciainung  thus,  the  Christ  moved  toward  Uial  jurt  where 
hb  lays  were  settled,  and  the  middle  of  the  sun  once  more 
bulged  out  as  it  bad  done  before ;  the  boss  cxpouided,  and 
■uddenly  transformed  it&clf  into  the  shape  of  a  most  beautiful 
UadonwL,  who  appeared  to  t>e  sitting  enthroocd  on  high, 
boldbg  bcr  child  in  her  arms  with  an  attitude  of  the  greatest 
duum  tad  •  smile  itpim  her  face.  On  each  tide  of  her  waa 
■o  anfld.  wliuHc  tteauty  far  surpMMi  man's  Imagination. 
1  also  taw  within  the  rondure  of  the  sun,  upon  the  right 
band,  a  hgure  rul>cd  like  a  priest ;  this  turned  its  back  to 
me,  and  kept  iu  face  directed  to  the  Madonna  and  the  Christ 
All  these  things  1  beheld,  actual,  clear,  and  vivid,  and  kept 
returning  thanks  to  tlie  I^OCf  of  Gixl  as  loud  as  I  w.is  able. 
The  marvcUons  apporilion  remained  t>cforc  me  htlle  more 
than  half  a  quarter  of  an  boor ;  then  it  diisotved,  and  1  was 
carried  back  to  my  dark  bur, 

1  began  at  once  to  shout  aloud :  "  The  virtue  of  God  hath 
deigned  to  show  me  all  His  glory,  the  whidi  pcrcbanco  no 
mOftal  eye  Itath  ever  seen  before.    Therefore  1  know  surdy 
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that  I  am  free  and  (ortutiate  and  in  the  grace  of  God ;  bul 
you  miscreants  shall  be  miscreants  still,  accursed,  and  in 
the  wrath  of  God.  Maih  this,  for  I  am  certain  of  it,  that 
on  the  day  of  All  Saints,  the  day  upon  whidt  I  vos  born 
in  1500,  on  Uie  fii*t  cA  Nox-ember,  al  fowr  hours  after  niijht- 
fall,  on  that  day  which  n  comintJ  yo*i  will  Ijc  forced  to  lead 
me  from  this  gloomy  dtmgeon  ;  less  than  Itiis  you  will  not 
be  able  to  do,  because  I  have  seen  it  with  these  e>-c3  of 
mine  and  tn  that  throne  of  God.  The  priest  who  kept  his 
face  turned  to  God  and  his  back  to  me.  that  priest  was 
S.  Peter,  pleading  my  cause,  for  the  shame  he  felt  that  such 
foul  wrongs  should  be  done  to  Christians  in  his  own  house. 
You  may  go  and  tell  it  to  whom  )-uu  like ;  for  none  on 
earth  has  the  power  to  do  me  harm  henceforward  ;  and  tetl 
that  lord  who  keeps  mc  here,  that  if  he  will  give  mc  wax  or 
paper  and  the  means  of  portrayinj;  this  glory  of  God  which 
was  revealed  to  me,  most  assuredly  shall  I  convince  bim  oi 
that  which  oow  perhaps  be  liolds  in  doubt" 
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The  physicians  gave  the  castellan  no  hope  of  his  recovery, 
yet  he  remained  with  a  dear  intellect,  and  the  humours 
which  used  to  alllict  him  cvcr^'  year  had  passed  away.  He 
devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  care  of  his  soul,  and  his 
conscience  seemed  to  smite  him,  because  be  felt  th.it  I  had 
suffered  and  was  suffering  a  grievous  wrong.  The  Pope 
received  information  from  bim  of  the  extraordinary  things 
which  1  related  ;  in  answer  to  which  his  Holiness  sent  word 
— as  one  who  had  no  faitlt  either  m  God  or  aught  beside — 
that  I  was  mad.  and  that  he  miut  do  his  best  to  inen<l  his 
health.  When  the  castellan  receive<l  this  message,  he  sent 
to  cheer  me  up,  and  furnished  me  with  writing  materials 
and  wax,  and  certain  little  wooden  instruments  employed  in 
working  wax,  adding  many  words  of  courtesy,  which  wens 
reported  by  one  of  his  scn-ants  who  bore  me  good-will.  This 
man  was  totally  the  opposite  of  that  rascally  gang  who  had 
wished  to  see  me  hanged.  I  took  Ihc  paper  and  the  wax, 
and  began  to  work :  and  while  I  was  working  I  wrote  the 
following  sonnet  addressed  to  the  castellan  : — 
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"It  l,mj  lord,  could  ihow  lo  you  I  he  tmth, 
Of  that  Eternal  Light  to  me  by  Heaven 
In  tlii$  low  life  revealed,  you  sure  bad  given 
Mote  heed  to  mine  than  to  a  moiurcb't  tooth. 

Ah  I  could  the  Paitor  of  Cbrin'i  Hock  in  ruth 
Believe  how  God  iliift  loul  with  siKht  hath  thriven 
Of  glory  unto  which  no  wight  hath  striven 
Ere  he  escaped  earth's  cave  of  care  uncouth  ; 

The  gates  of  Juwicc,  holy  and  austere. 
Would  roll  asunder,  and  rude  impious  Rage 
Pall  chained  with  shrieks  th«t  should  assail  the  skie*. 

Had  I  but  light,  ah  me  I  my  art  should  rear 
A  monument  of  Heaven's  high  equipage  t 
Nor  should  my  misery  bear  so  grim  a  Euise." 


CXXIV 

On  the  foUtnvinH  day.  when  the  servant  of  the  caxtellan 
who  was  my  friend  brought  me  my  fond,  I  gave  him  this 
sonnet  copied  out  in  writing.  Without  informing  tlie  other 
itl-tlisposcd  servants  who  were  my  enemies,  he  handed  it  to 
the  castellan.  Al  that  lime  this  wotlhy  man  would  gladly 
have  Kranted  me  my  liberty,  because  he  lancied  that  Hie 
great  wrong  done  to  111c  was  a  main  cause  of  his  death.  He 
took  the  sonnet,  and  having  read  it  more  than  once,  ex- 
claimed:  "Tlicsc  are  neither  Uic  words  nor  the  tlioughts 
at  a  madman,  but  rather  of  a  sound  and  worthy  fellow." 
Without  delay  he  ordered  his  secretary  to  take  it  to  the 
Pope,  and  place  it  in  his  own  hands,  adding  a  re^]iiest  (or 
my  <leliverance. 

While  the  secretary  was  on  his  way  with  my  sonnet  to 
tlie  Pope,  tlic  castellan  sent  mc  Ughts  for  day  and  night, 
together  with  all  the  conveniences  one  cotild  wish  for  in  that 
place.  The  result  of  this  was  that  I  t>cgan  to  recover  from 
my  physical  depression,  which  had  reached  a  very  Kriou* 
degree. 

Tlie  Po]w  read  Ihe  sonnet  screral  times.  Tlien  he  fteiit 
word  to  the  castellan  that  he  meant  presently  to  do  what 
would  be  pleasing  to  him.    Certainly  tlie  Pope  bad  no  un- 
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willingness  to  release  me  tbca ;  but  Sigitor  Pier  Lul^,  hb 
son.  as  it  were  in  the  Pope's  dcsintc,  kept  me  there  by 
force. 

The  <Jeath  of  the  castcUan  was  drawing  near ;  and  while 
1  was  eitgaKed  in  drawing  and  modelling  that  miracle  which 
I  bad  seeti,  upon  the  morning  oi  All  Saints'  day  he  sent 
hia  nephew,  Piero  URoUni,  to  show  mc  certain  jewel*.  No 
sooner  bad  1  set  e>'es  on  them  than  I  exclaimed :  "  This 
is  the  oountersiga  of  my  deLivcrance  t "  Then  the  young 
man,  who  was  not  a  person  of  much  intclltgence,  began  to 
say :  "  Never  think  of  that,  Bcnvenuto  I "  I  rcphed :  "  Take 
your  gems  away,  for  I  am  so  treated  here  that  1  have  no 
light  to  sec  by  except  what  this  murky  cavern  gives,  and 
that  is  not  enough  to  test  the  qaahty  of  precious  stones. 
But,  as  regard*  my  deliverance  from  thb  dungeon,  the  day 
will  not  end  before  you  come  to  fetch  me  otiL  It  shall  and 
must  t>e  so,  and  you  will  not  be  able  to  prevent  tL"  The 
man  departed,  and  had  me  loclced  in  ;  Iwt  after  he  had 
remained  away  two  hours  by  the  dock,  he  relumed  with- 
out armed  men,  bringing  only  a  couple  of  lads  to  assist 
my  movements ;  so  after  tliis  fashion  he  conducted  me  to 
the  spacious  rooms  which  I  had  previously  occupied  (tlial 
is  to  say,  ia  1538),  where  I  obtained  all  the  conveniences  I 
asked  for. 

cxxv 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  days,  the  castellan,  who  now 
believed  that  1  was  at  large  and  free,  succumbed  to  bis 
disease  and  departed  this  life.  In  his  room  remained  his 
brollier,  Messer  Antonio  UgoHni,  who  had  informed  the 
deceased  governor  ttiat  1  was  duly  released.  Prom  what  I 
learned,  this  Messer  Antonio  received  commissioti  from  the 
Pope  to  let  me  occupy  that  commodious  prison  until  be 
had  decided  what  to  do  with  me. 

Messer  Dur;mte  of  Brescia,  whom  I  have  previously 
mentioned,  engaged  the  soldier  (formerly  druggist  of  Piato) 
to  administer  some  deadly  hquor  in  my  food ; '  the  poison 
was  to  work  slowly,  producing  its  effect  at  the  end  of  four 
or  hve  mooths.    Tliey  resolved  on  mijung  pounded  diamond 

>  Foe  MoKT  Duuu,  >t«  ibofc,  a  iSo.  Fat  lbs  draQilM  of  Pntocsf 
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Willi  my  victuali.  Now  the  diamond  ii  not  »  poiaon  fn 
ftny  true  sense  of  the  word,  but  its  inconiparablo  hardness 
enables  it,  unlike  ordinary  Etones,  to  retain  very  acute 
angles.  When  every  other  atone  is  pounded,  tlut  extreme 
aliarpncss  of  edge  is  lost ;  their  frafpnents  becoming  t>Iunt 
and  rounded.  The  diamond  alone  preserves  its  trenchant 
qualities ;  wherefore,  if  it  chances  to  enter  Uie  utomach 
together  with  food,  the  peristaltic  motion '  needful  to 
digestion  brings  it  into  contact  with  the  coats  of  the 
itomach  and  the  t>owcl5,  where  it  slicks,  and  by  the 
action  of  Ireah  food  foicinn  it  farther  inwards,  after  some 
time  perforates  the  organs.  Tliis  evcnttully  c:tuses  death. 
Any  oUier  sort  of  stone  or  gla.^  minttleil  with  the  food  hat 
not  tite  puwer  to  attach  itself,  but  paaws  onward  wttli  the 
victuals.  Now  Mcsscr  Durante  entrusted  a  dLimoiid  of 
trifling  value  to  one  of  the  guards ;  and  it  is  said  that 
a  certain  Lione,  a  goldsmith  of  Areuo,  my  great  enemy, 
was  comniis&ioncd  to  poucid  it'  The  man  happened  to 
l>e  very  poor,  and  the  diamond  was  worth  perhaps  some 
scores  of  crowns.  He  told  the  tfuard  that  the  dust  he 
gave  him  bock  was  the  diamond  in  question  properly 
ground  down.  The  morning  when  I  took  it,  they  mixed 
it  with  all  I  had  to  cat ;  it  was  a  Friday,  and  I  had  it  in 
salad,  sauce,  and  jmtlage.  That  morning  1  ate  heartily, 
fur  1  iLLd  lasted  on  the  previous  evening  ;  and  this  day  was 
•  lutivaL  It  is  true  that  1  fell  Uic  victuals  scmnch  beneath 
say  teetb  ;  but  t  was  not  tliinking  about  knaveries  of  tliis 
■orL  When  1  had  hnishcd,  some  scraps  of  nlad  remained 
upon  my  pl^tc,  and  certain  very  fine  and  glittering  splinters 
caught  my  eye  among  these  remnants.  1  collected  them, 
and  took  tlicm  to  the  window,  which  let  a  tlood  of  light 
Into  the  room ;  and  white  I  was  examining  Uicm,  I  rc- 
nenbered  that  the  food  I  ate  that  morning  had  tcrunchcd 
more  tlian  usual.  On  applying  my  sciiscs  strictly  to  Ibc 
matter,  the  verdict  of  my  eyesight  was  that  Utey  were 
certainly  fragments  of  pounded  diamond.  Upon  tliii  I 
pive  myKli  up  without  doubt  as  dead,  and  in  my  sorrow 
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had  recourse  willi  pious  heart  to  holy  prayers.  I  had  re- 
solved the  qii<;&tioii,  and  thought  that  I  was  doomed.  For 
the  space  of  a  whole  hour  I  pra>*ed  fervently  to  God,  re- 
turning ttianks  to  Him  for  su  merciful  a  .death.  Since 
ny  stars  had  sentenced  me  to  die,  I  thought  it  no  bad 
bargain  to  escape  from  life  so  easily.  I  was  ^ij^ed,  and 
blessed  the  world  and  all  the  y«ars  which  I  had  p3.tsed  in 
tt  Now  I  was  returning  to  a  belter  kingdom  with  the 
Sn<x  of  God,  the  whicli  I  thought  I  had  most  certainly 
acquired. 

WliUc  I  stood  revolving  these  thoughts  in  my  mind,  I 
beld  in  my  hand  some  Hjmsy  particles  of  the  reputed 
diamond,  which  of  a  truth  I  Firmly  belTCved  to  .be  siidt. 
Now  hope  is  immortal  in  tlie  humnn  breast ;  therefore  I  felt 
myself,  as  it  were,  hired  onwanl  by  a  gleam  of  idle  expecta- 
tion. Accordingly.  I  took  up  a  little  knife  and  a  few  ol 
those  particles,  and  placed  them  on  an  iron  bar  of  my  prison. 
Then  I  brought  the  knife's  point  with  a  slow  strong  grind- 
ing pressure  to  Itear  upon  the  stone,  aiKl  felt  it  crumble. 
Examining  tlie  substance  will)  my  eyes,  I  saw  that  it  was 
90.  In  a  moment  new  hope  took  possession  of  my  soul, 
and  I  excLiimed :  "  Here  I  do  not  find  my  true  foe,  Messcr 
Durante,  but  a  [■wecc  of  bad  soft  stone,  which  cannot  do  mc 
any  harm  whatever  I "  Previously  I  had  been  resolved  to 
remain  quiet  and  to  die  in  peace ;  now  I  revolved  other 
plans ;  but  first  I  rendered  thanla  to  God  and  blessed 
poverty ;  for  though  poverty  is  oftentimes  tlie  cause  of 
bringing  men  to  death,  on  this  occasion  it  tiad  Iwen  the 
very  cause  of  ray  salvation.  I  mean  in  this  way:  Mcsscr 
Durante,  my  enemy,  or  whoever  it  was,  gave  a  diamond  to 
Lione  to  pound  for  me  of  the  worth  of  more  than  a  hundred 
crowns ;  poverty  induced  him  to  keep  this  for  himself,  and 
to  pound  for  me  a  greenish  beryl  of  the  value  of  two  carltns, 
thinking  perhaps,  because  it  also  w.is  a  stone,  tlial  it  would 
work  the  same  cQccl  as  the  diamond. 
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At  this  time  the  Biibtqt  of  Pavia,  brother  of  the  Count 
of  San  Secondo,  and  commonly  called  Monsignor  dc'  Itossi 
of  Parma,  happened  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  castle  for  some 
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Iroubksome  aHmts  at  Pavia.'  Knowing  him  to  be  my  (ricnd, 
I  thniit  my  head  out  of  ihc  hole  in  my  evil,  and  called  him 
with  a  lotid  %-oicc  cf>'>')g  that  those  thieves  had  Riven  mc  a 
pounded  diamond  with  the  intention  of  IcillinK  mc.  t  alto 
sent  som«  of  the  splinters  which  I  bad  preserved,  by  the 
hiLnd  of  one  of  his  servants,  for  him  lo  see.  I  did  not 
disclose  my  discovery-  that  the  stone  was  not  a  diamond, 
but  told  him  that  they  had  most  :issurcd)y  poisoned  me, 
after  the  death  of  that  most  worthy  man  tlie  castellan. 
Diirinu  the  short  space  of  time  1  had  to  live,  I  bcutfcd  him 
to  allow  me  one  loaf  a  day  from  his  own  ttores,  seeing  that 
I  had  resolvwl  to  eat  nolhin^t  which  came  from  them.  To 
this  request  he  answered  tliat  he  u-ould  supply  me  with 
victuals. 

Meaaer  Antonio,  who  was  certainly  not  cognisant  of  the 
plot  against  my  life,  stirred  tip  a  great  noise,  and  demanded 
lo  see  the  pounded  stone,  txtng  also  pcrsutdcd  that  it  was 
a  diamond ;  but  on  rcllcction  that  the  Fopc  was  probably 
at  the  bottom  of  the  affair,  he  passed  it  over  li^tly  after 
ICivins  his  attention  to  the  incident 

Henceforth  I  ate  the  victuals  sent  me  by  the  Bishoji, 
and  continued  writing  my  Capitolo  on  Ihc  prison,  into  which 
I  insetted  daily  alt  the  new  events  which  happened  to  me, 
point  by  point.  Hut  Mcsser  Antonio  also  sent  mc  food , 
and  he  did  this  by  the  hand  of  that  Giovanni  of  Prato,  the 
druggist,  then  aoldier  in  the  caatle,  whom  I  have  previously 
nwnUoncd.  He  was  a  deadly  foe  of  mine,  and  was  the  man 
who  had  administered  the  powdered  diamond.  So  1  told 
him  that  I  would  partake  o(  nothinft  he  bronfthl  me  uiUeaa 
he  Lasted  It  before  my  eyes.*  The  man  replied  tliat  l^pca 
have  their  meat  tasted.  I  answered  :  "  Not>1cmcn  are  bound 
to  taste  Uie  meat  for  Popes ;  in  lilce  measure,  you,  soldier, 
dmCSlst,  peasant  from  I^to,  are  bound  to  taste  the  meat 
for  a  Florentine  ol  my  station."  He  retorted  with  coarse 
wordH,  which  I  was  not  slow  to  pay  back  in  kind. 

Now  Messcr  Antonio  felt  a  ccriam  shame  for  his  behaviour ; 
he  bad  it  also  in  his  mind  tn  make  me  pay  the  costs  which 
the  late  castellan,  poor  man,  remitted  In  my  favrwr.  So  he 
hunted  out  another  of  his  servants,  who  was  my  friend,  and 

*  Gl»  nil  nil  Mil  d«'  Ronl,  kBcvB*  hi  Ummuh  m  »  |na  UmI  UMoHm  oI 
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sent  in«  food  by  this  maa's  han<ls.  The  meat  wai  tasti 
(or  me  now  with  good  grace,  and  no  need  for  allercatioa. 
The  servant  in  question  told  me  that  the  Pope  waa  being 
pCKtcrcd  every  day  by  MonsigDor  di  Morluc,  who  kept  asldng 
(or  my  extradition  on  the  part  of  the  French  King.  The 
Pope,  however,  showed  tittle  disposition  to  gi\-e  me  ap  ; 
and .  Cardiital  Famese,  formerly  my  friend  and  patron,  had 
declared  that  I  ought  not  to  reclcon  on  issuing  from  that 
prison  for  some  length  of  time.'  I  replied  that  I  shmild 
get  out  in  spite  of  them  all.  The  excellent  young  fellow 
besought  me  to  keep  quiet,  and  not  to  let  such  words  of 
mine  be  heard,  (or  they  might  do  me  some  grave  injiuy ; 
having  finn  confidcoce  in  God,  it  waa  my  duty  to  await  His 
mercy,  remaining  in  the  meanwhile  tranquil  !  answered 
that  the  power  and  goodness  of  God  are  not  bound  to  tlai 
in  awe  before  the  malign  forces  of  iniquity. 
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A  few  da>-s  had  passed  when  the  Cardinal  of  Ferran 
arrived  in  Rome,  tie  went  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  Pope, 
and  the  Pope  detained  him  up  to  supper-time.  Now  the 
I^jpe  was  a  man  of  great  talent  for  affairs,  and  he  wanted 
to  talk  at  his  ease  with  the  Cardinal  about  French  politics. 
Everybody  knows  that  folk,  when  they  are  feastinK  toneihcr, 
say  things  which  they  would  otherwise  retain.  Tins  iliercfote 
happened.  The  great  King  Francis  was  most  frank  and 
liberal  in  all  his  dealings,  and  the  Cardinal  was  well  acquainted 
with  his  temper.  Therefore  the  latter  coold  indulge  tlie  Pope 
beyond  his  boldest  expectations.  This  raised  bis  HoUncss  to 
a  high  pitch  of  merriment  and  gladness,  all  the  more  because 
he  was  accustomed  to  drink  freely  once  a  week,  and  went 
indeed  to  vomit  after  his  indulgence.  When,  therefore,  tbe 
Cardinal  observed  tliat  tlie  Pope  was  well  disposed,  and  ripe 
to  grant  favours,  he  l)cggcd  for  me  at  the  King's  demand, 
pressing  the  matter  hotly,  and  proving  that  tiia  Majesty  tiad 
it  much  at  heart.  Upon  this  the  Pope  laughed  aloud;  he 
felt  the  moment  for  his  vomit  at  band  ;  the  excessive  quantity 
of  wine  which  he  had  drunk  was  also  operating;  so  he 
said :  "  Un  tlie  spot,  this  instant,  you  shall  take  him  to 

'  Thi*  wu  Ih*  Cu^n^  Ak*Madr«,  ton  of  llet  Luigi  Fubm*. 
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houK."  Then,  having  given  cxpms  orders  to  this  purtwve, 
be  rose  from  table.  Tbe  Cardinal  immecliAtcly  sent  for  me, 
l<efore  Signor  Pier  Luigi  oould  tfct  wind  of  the  affair ;  for  it 
was  certain  Uiat  he  would  not  have  allo\h  ed  me  to  be  tooacd 
from  prison. 

Tbe  Pope's  maixlatary  came  together  with  two  great  gentle- 
n»en  ol  the  Cardinal's,  aiid  when  lour  o'cloclc  of  Ihc  night  was 
paaaed,  they  removed  me  from  my  prison,  and  brought  me 
into  the  presence  of  tlie  Cardinal,  who  received  me  with  in- 
describable kindness.  1  was  well  lodged,  and  left  to  enjoy 
the  comforts  of  my  situation. 

Mesaer  Antonio,  the  old  castellan's  brother,  and  his  suc- 
cessor in  the  office,  insisted  on  extracting  from  mc  Ihe  costs 
for  food  and  other  fees  and  perquisites  claimed  by  idtrri(fs 
and  Mich  fr>-,  paying  no  heed  to  his  predecessor's  will  in 
my  behalf.  Tliis  affair  cost  me  several  tcorei  of  crowns ; 
but  1  paid  Ihem,  l>ecau*e  the  Cardinal  toM  oie  to  be  well 
upon  ray  guard  if  I  wanted  to  preserve  my  life,  addlnn 
that  bad  he  not  extruded  me  that  evening  from  tlie  prison, 
1  sboiild  never  have  got  out  Indeed,  be  had  alrcidy 
been  informed  tfaat  the  Pope  greatly  regretted  having  let 
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I  ain  now  obliged  to  lake  a  step  backwards,  in  order  to 
resume  the  tliread  of  some  events  which  will  be  found  in 
my  Capitolo.  While  I  was  tojountint:  l)io\e  few  days  in 
the  chamber  of  tlie  Cardinal,  and  afterwards  in  tbe  Pipe's 
private  garden,  there  came  aOMOf  ny  other  friends  to  vitdt 
ne  a  cashier  of  Mcsscr  Bindo  Altoviti,  who  was  called 
Bernardo  GalluzzL  I  had  entrusted  to  bim  a  sum  <A  several 
hundred  crowns,  and  the  young  man  sought  me  out  in  Uie 
Pope's  garden,  expressing  his  wish  to  give  back  this  money 
to  the  uttermost  farthing.  1  answered  that  I  did  not  know 
where  to  place  my  property,  either  with  a  dearer  friend  oi 
ia  a  place  that  seemed  to  me  more  safe.  He  showed  tlie 
■troogest  possiUe  repugnance  to  keeping  it,  and  I  was,  as  it 
were,  obUged  to  force  him.  Now  tbat  I  had  left  the  castle 
lor  tbe  UM  time,  I  diicavrrcd  that  poor  Uemardu  Galluul 
was  ruined,  whereby  I  lost  my  money.  Now  while  I  was 
stiD  intprimned  In  that  dungeon,  I  had  a  terrible  dream,  in 
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which  it  seemed  to  me  that  words  of  the  greatest  ccnsequettoe 
were  written  mth  a  pen  upon  my  forehead ;  the  being  who 
did  this  to  me  repeated  at  least  three  times  that  I  should 
hold  my  tongue  and  not  report  the  words  to  any  one.  When 
1  nwolce  1  felt  th;it  my  forehead  had  been  meddled  with.  In 
my  Capitolo  upon  tlie  prison  I  have  related  many  incidents 
of  lliis  sort  Amnng  others,  it  was  told  me  (I  not  knowinK 
what  I  then  prophesied)  how  everything  which  afterwards 
bappcQcd  to  Signor  Pier  Luigi  would  take  place,  so  clearly 
and  so  circurostantialty  that  I  am  under  the  ]xrrsuas>on  it 
was  an  angel  from  heaven  who  informed  mc.  1  will  iK>t 
omit  to  relate  anotltcr  circumstance  also,  which  is  perhaps 
the  most  remarkable  which  has  ever  happened  to  any  one. 
I  do  so  in  order  to  justify  the  divinity  of  God  and  of  His 
aecrcls,  who  deigned  to  grant  me  that  great  favour  ;  for  ever 
since  the  lime  of  my  strange  vision  until  now  an  aureole  ol 
gtory  (marvetloits  to  reLite)  hm  rested  on  my  head.  Ttiis  is 
visible  to  every  soil  of  men  to  whom  I  have  chosen  to  point 
it  out ;  but  those  have  been  ver>'  few.  This  h^Io  on  he 
observed  atMve  my  stiadow  in  the  morning  from  the  rising 
of  the  sun  for  about  two  hours,  and  far  better  when  the  grass 
is  drenched  witli  dew.  It  is  also  visible  at  evening  about 
sunset.  1  became  aware  of  it  in  Prance  at  Puis ;  for  the 
air  in  Ihcoe  parts  is  so  much  freer  from  mist,  tlial  one  can 
see  it  lliere  far  better  manifc&tcd  ttiaii  in  Italy,  mists  being 
far  more  frequent  among  us.  However,  I  am  always  able 
to  see  it  and  to  show  it  to  others,  but  not  so  well  as  in  the 
co(intr>'  I.  have  mentioned. 

Now  1  will  set  forth  the  Capitolo  1  wrote  in  prison,  and 
in  praise  of  Uie  said  prison  ;  after  that  I  wilt  follow  the 
course  of  the  good  and  c\il  things  which  have  hajipened  to 
mc  from  time  to  time ;  and  I  mean  also  to  relate  what 
happens  in  the  future. 


I 


THIS   CAPITOLO    I  WRITE  TO   LUCA    MARTINI, 
ADDRESSING  HIM  IN  IT  AS  WILL  APHEAR.' 

Whoso  would  know  the  power  of  Cod's  domiaiiHi, 
And  how  a  man  KMmbles  thai  lush  gooA, 
Must  He  in  pnson,  is  my  finn  opinion : 

*  CdltnPS  Csphoto  in  rnitc  of  tbe  Prison  ii  cleulr  nudt  ap  of  piece 
vrillvo.  M  dttolbed  abort,  Ja  IIm  dasccoo  of  S.  Ao^lo,  uid  of  po^oga 
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Oa  Khcvous  ihouj^hli  i,o4  CArtt  of  honM  mint  broad, 
OpprcMcd  Willi  cadcinK  pouu  in  fltsh  aotl  bone, 
FkT  £rc«n  bii  native  Und  full  many  a  rood 

If  you  wouM  fkiii  by  worihy  J«e<lii  be  knowii. 
Seek  10  be  ptifooett  witboui  amtc,  lie  loof, 
And  find  no  fricod  to  listen  to  your  motit. 

Sw)  ihai  men  rob  yoa  of  your  all  by  wrong  ; 
Add  perils  to  yout  life  ;  be  tued  with  foice, 
Hopeku  of  help,  by  bnitaj  foes  and  strong. 

Be  dnrea  U  teniftb  to  soine  miul  tteNpcrate  voune  [ 
Buret  EnNB  your  dungeon,  leap  the  castle  wall ; 
Recaptured,  Gnd  the  pnion  ten  lime*  worte. 

Now  liiten,  Luca,  to  the  best  of  all  I 

Voar  leg*!  been  broken  ;  yoa'n  been  bought  and  sold  i 
Your  iJuni!«oA's  dripfititg  ;  you've  no  cloak  or  »la«L 

Never  one  IricndJy  word  ;  your  riclaali  cold 

Are  brought  witb  sorry  news  by  some  base  grooiD 
Of  t*rat»— soldier  now — druggist  of  old. 

Mark  well  liow  Glory  steeps  hor  sons  in  gloom  I 
You  turn  no  seat  to  sit  on,  save  the  stool : 
Vet  were  you  active  from  your  mother's  womb. 

The  knave  who  serves  hath  orders  strict  and  cool 
To  list  BO  axml  you  utter,  give  you  naught. 
Scarcely  to  ope  the  door :  such  Is  iheir  rate. 

These  toys  h4tb  Gloiy  for  her  nunling  wTouj^bt  I 
No  psper,  pens,  ink,  (ire,  or  tools  of  steel. 
To  exercise  the  quick  brain's  leemiog  tliougbt 

Alack  that  1  so  little  can  reveal ! 

Fancy  one  hundred  for  each  tcpantte  ill : 
l^iill  space  and  place  I've  tefl  for  priioo  wekl  I 

Bui  now  my  Ibnner  purpoee  to  fulfil. 

Aim)  sing  ike  doBgeoit's  praise  with  honour  due— 
For  this  angelic  loDgucs  were  taint  of  skill 


«Wdi  he  aAtwU'Ii  crnii>a>ril  lo  long  ihtM  piece*  Into  ■  cohetenl  mink, 
lU  kna  aei  dbfileyetl  miKii  liietsry  skill  to  ibe  rtdactkei.  ia<I  I  have  beta  al 
palw  U  ftmtm  Uw  raagtwiM  of  lbs  utigtosU 
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Here  i>cv«r  Uoguisb  booetl  n*en  and  irae. 

Except  by  plficcmcn's  Eread,  misgovenniciiti 
Jealoiuics,  viget,  or  soine  spiteful  cr««. 

To  (ell  the  Irutb  whereoo  my  miml  15  bent, 

Here  man  knoirt  God,  nor  ever  stiiiH  to  pniy, 
Feding  his  tool  with  beU'i  fierce  uiipiia^b  lUK 

Let  mie  be  UratA  as  b«d  u  monil  majr. 
Send  him  ia  jaU  two  tony  yean  to  ptae, 
He'll  coci»e  forth  holy,  wise,  beloved  alway. 

Mere  soul,  flesb,  clothet  iheit  subManoB  gnu  nSa» . 
Each  bulky  loui  grows  light  like  imnuneie : 
Cdeilial  Ihrooes  befbie  purj^cd  eyeballs  thia& 

ni  tell  ibee  a  ^tm  man-el  I     Friend,  giv*  ear  1 
The  faiKy  took  ii>e  on  one  day  10  write  : 
Learn  now  what  thifit  one  may  be  put  to  bun. 

My  cell  I  search,  prick  brows  aad  bair  upright, 
I'ben  turn  me  toward  a  cranny  in  Ui«  door, 
And  with  my  tecib  a  splinter  disunite  ; 

Next  find  api«CQ  of  brick  upon  tbe  Soor, 
CrxiBible  a  pan  tlieteuf  to  povxler  small, 
And  fotm  a  paste  by  spnnklinf:  water  o'er.* 

Then,  then  came  Poesy  with  6ery  call 

Into  my  carcass,  by  the  way  uietbouKht 

Whence  bread  goes  forth— (here  was  none  else  at  all 

Now  to  letum  unto  my  primal  ihousht : 

Who  wilb  to  know  what  veal  awaits  him,  mu»t 
First  learn  the  ill  Ibai  God  for  him  hatb  wrought 

The  )ait  contains  all  arts  in  act  and  trast : 

Should  you  but  hanker  after  surgeon's  skill. 

Twill  draw  tbe  spoiled  blood  from  your  veins  adust 

Meal  there  is  something  in  itself  that  will 

Make  yoti  right  eloquent,  a  boM  brave  spark, 
Rtg  with  higb-soaring  iboaghts  Cor  good  iM  ilL 

*  Tic  Itafisn  is  atfu*  mrrtt ;  proUbly  a  ilang  plitaie  far  ariM. 
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Blessed  is  the  man  who  li«  in  dungeon  dark, 

Languitliinjt  many  a  month,  then  iakc«  his  iligtii 
Of  war,  truce,  peace  he  knonrt,  and  tclts  the  mark. 

Needs  be  that  all  thinss  turn  to  hit  delight ; 

The  jail  hot  cnunmcd  hie  briwns  n  full  of  wii, 
Hiey'll  dance  no  inonis  to  upaei  the  wight. 

Perchance  thou'll  urge  ;  "  Think  how  thy  life  did  flit  j 
Nor  i*  it  true  l!ie  jail  can  teach  ihcc  loir. 
To  fill  thy  breast  and  heart  with  strength  of  it  I " 

Nay,  for  myself  I'll  ever  piaisc  it  more  : 

Y«i  would  1  like  one  law  passed—thai  the  man 
Whose  acts  dcaem  it  should  not  scape  this  score. 

Whoso  haili  goiien  ihe  poor  (o!k  in  ban, 

I'd  make  him  learn  those  lessons  of  tlie  Jail ; 
For  then  he'd  know  all  a  i;ood  ruler  can : 

He'd  act  like  men  who  weigh  by  reason's  scale. 
Nor  dare  to  swerve  from  truth  and  right  aside, 
Nor  would  confusion  in  the  realm  prevail 

While  I  was  bound  in  prison  to  abide, 

Foison  of  priests,  friars,  soldier?  [  could  see  i 
But  (hose  who  best  deserved  it  least  [  spied. 

Ah  I  could  you  know  what  rage  came  over  mc. 

When  for  such  rogues  the  jail  reUxed  her  bold  I 
This  makes  one  weep  that  one  was  bom  to  be  I 

111  add  no  more.     Now  I'm  become  line  gold, 
Such  gold  as  none  flmgs  lightly  to  the  wind, 
Fit  for  the  best  wock  eyes  shall  e'er  behold. 

Another  point  hath  passed  into  my  mind. 

Which  I've  not  lold  thee,  Luca ;  where  I  wrote 
Was  tn  the  book  of  one  our  kith  and  kind' 

There  down  the  margins  I  was  wont  to  note 

Each  torment  grim  that  crushed  me  like  a  rice  : 
The  paste  my  hunying  thougbu  could  hardly  9oaL 

*  Um  KM/r*  fwmiU.     l(e  tap  than  that  ha  wrote  Ihc  Caplloto  on  Iha 
teaTC*  of  hi*  Sbl*. 
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To  make  un  O,  I  dipped  the  splinter  thric« 

In  thtl  thick  mud  ;  wone  woe  cottld  icaiceljr  grind 
Spirit*  in  h«ll  debarred  from  Paradise. 

Seeing  I'm  aM  the  fint  by  fmod  confined, 

This  I'll  oiDit ;  aad  once  more  leek  th«  c«y 
Whetcin  I  rack  far  cage  both  heart  and  mind. 

I  praise  it  more  than  other  tongues  will  tell , 
And,  for  adnce  to  wch  as  do  not  know, 
Swear  that  without  it  none  can  labour  wdL 

Vet  ah  t  for  one  tike  Him  1  learned  btit  now, 
Who'd  cry  lo  m«  as  by  Itethesda't  shore : 
Take  thy  clothes,  Benvemito,  rise  and  go  I 

Credo  I'd  sing.  Salve  rcginas  pour 

And  Patcrnotiten  ;  ahns  I'd  then  bestow 
Mom  after  morn  on  blind  folk,  lame,  and  poor. 

Ah  me  1  bow  many  a  tine  my  cheek  must  grow 
BlftDcbed  bjr  tboae  lilie*  I    Shall  1  then  rorswcar 
Floreace  uid  Fnme*  dHough  them  foi  eienaore  1 

If  to  the  hospital  I  come,  and  &ir 

Find  the  Annuniiata  limned,  I'll  Ay  : 

Else  shall  1  show  myself  a  btule  beast  there,* 

These  words  flout  not  Her  worshipped  nacttty, 
Nor  those  Her  lilies,  gkirSous.  holy,  pore, 
The  which  iUuminc  earth  and  heaven  high  I 

But  for  1  find  at  every  cmgn  obscure 
Base  lilies  which  spread  hooks  where  flowers  should  blow 
Needs  must  1  fear  lest  these  lo  ruin  kurfc* 

To  think  how  niany  walk  like  me  in  woe  I 

Bom  what,  how  slaved  to  sen-e  that  hateful  agn  I 
Souls  lively,  graceful,  like  lo  gods  bekxw  1 

*  Hen  b*  fatglBi  to  play  npoo  ihc  Utles,  wbldi  were  arms  of  the  Vtmei, 
of  FVirenoc,  udof  Frsnce. 

■  Gabriel  holds  the  lily  in  ttslian  palntlnp  when  he  alalei  the  Vlrgia  Muy 
with  Ave  Virffl 

I  Thai  It,  bt  finds  evtrywhere  in  Italy  the  s/mi  of  the  FaitMSL 
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1  Mw  (hat  lethal  licntdry  decline 

From  bcaven  like  lightoing  amoBg  peopt«  rain  i 
Th«n  on  ibe  (tone  I  mw  itnnge  lutttc  thine. 

Tbe  outlc*!  beU  bk»i  bnak  en  1  with  ttnun 

Thence  tSMed  ;  anl  these  thing)  ^^'ho  &peakelh  true 
In  heaven  on  cuth,  to  me  mode  wondtout  plain.' 

Next  1  beheld  a  bier  of  (ombrc  hue 

Adorned  with  broken  titi«  ;  emnn,  l«ara ; 
And  an  tkeir  beds  &  lotl  woc-iCiicken  ciew.' 

I  MW  the  Death  who  racks  our  muU  wtih  fearti 

Thii  man  aoJ  iliat  *be  mcQBCc<t,  while  (he  cried ; 
"  I  clip  the  lolk  who  baxm  ihce  with  these  sheaiB  1 " 

ttmt  wonhj  oae  then  on  tny  brow  wrote  wide 

With  reter"*  pen  words  which— for  be  bade  shua 
To  ipcslt  them  thrice— within  my  breast  I  bide.' 

Him  I  beheld  who  driv«t  and  cbecki  the  sun, 
CUd  mth  its  iplendout  'intd  hit  rouit  oo  higln 
Seld-Mcn  hj  mortal  eyes,  if  e'er  by  one.* 

Tben  did  I  solitary  iparrow  cry 

Load  &iNn  the  keep  ;  bcarini;  which  note,  I  uid  : 
"  He  tells  that  I  ahall  live  and  you  must  die  I  * 

I  Mng,  mad  wrote  my  hard  nte,  head  by  head, 
Asking  fioni  Cod  pardon  and  aid  in  need. 
For  now  I  (ell  mine  eyn  outworn  and  dead. 

Ne'er  Uon,  tiger,  wdI(  or  bear  knew  (ratd 

HtiBffriei  than  that  ntaa  feh  tot  fannao  blood  i 
Nor  riper  with  mot«  venomooi  fans  did  Cted.* 

The  crtMl  chief  wu  he  of  robben'  brood, 

Wortt  of  ibe  wofU  among  a  B^ang  of  kiuvea ; 
Hilt  1   ni  speak  *oA  lesi  I  be  undervtood  I 


*  AltMiM  to  Ui  prefUoB  el  ihc  mtclUa-i  ilMih. 

*  AlliMloa  10  Ui  twMoa  of  I%et  l.u%i  Fupcm'i  mutiu. 

*  AltariM  l»  the  aac*)  aha  TUled  bin  In  priMO. 

*  Ahrie*  to  bh  riM  of  iha  mw  In  ihe  doafeo*. 
■  Ai  te*ee(h«^alM  Pkf  Lelfl  FarMta. 
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Svf,  have  re  seen  catchpolls,  tba  &Bii»bed  slaves, 
In  act  a  poor  man's  bomoiud  to  ditirain. 
Smashing  dvm  Chtuts,  Madonna*,  with  tbdr  staves  t 

So  on  thfl  Hm  of  Augutl  did  that  tmin 

Dislodge  me  to  a  tomb  more  foul,  more  cold  :— 
"November  damns  and  dooms  each  rogue  to  pain  I" 

I  at  mine  can  a  inimpci  bad  wbicb  told 

TtaA  i  and  eacb  word  to  ibem  I  did  repeat. 
Reckless,  il  but  griePs  load  from  me  were  rolled 

They,  when  they  saw  their  final  hope  tetreat, 
Gave  me  a  diamond,  pounded,  no  fair  ring. 
Deeming  that  I  must  die  if  1  should  eat. 

That  villain  churt  wboie  ofiioe  Iwas  to  bring 

My  food,  1  bade  taste  first ;  but  meanwhile  thought : 
"  Not  here  (  find  ray  foe  Dumntc's  iting  I " 

Yet  erst  my  mind  tmto  high  God  I  brotighl, 
Bcmehiag  Him  to  pardon  all  my  sin, 
And  spoke  a  Hiicreie  sorrow-fraught 

Tbea  when  I  gained  some  respite  from  thai  din 
or  troobles,  and  bad  given  my  soul  to  God, 
Contented  better  reafans  and  state  to  win, 

I  saw  along  the  path  wbicb  saiata  have  trod, 

From  heaven  deicendiog,  glad,  wHb  glorious  palm. 
An  angel :  dear  be  cried,  "  Upon  earth's  sod 

tin  loogvr  thou  I    Through  Him  who  heard  thy  pialm, 
Tboee  foes  shall  perish,  each  and  all,  in  strife 
While  thou  remainest  happy,  free,  and  calm. 

Blessed  by  our  Sire  in  heaven  on  earth  for  life  I " 

'  Alluiioii  Co  the  ptofbttk  word*  ht  flung  at  the  oAcert  who  look  him  to 
FoUno't  dsBgeoo. 
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I  RBUAJNED  for  some  time  in  the  Cardinal  of  Ferrara'a  palace, 
very  wcU  regarded  in  general  by  evcr>'body,  and  much  more 
visited  even  than  1  had  prcvicni.^y  been,  Evcr>body  wai 
astonished  that  I  should  Jiave  come  out  o(  prison  and  hare 
been  able  to  live  throuj{h  such  indescribable  afflictions ;  > 
and  while  I  was  recorerinft  my  breath  and  endeavouring  to 
resume  the  habit  ot  my  art,  I  had  grc^il  pleasure  in  re-wriling 
the  Capitolo.  Afterwards,  with  a  view  to  re- establishing  my 
■trenfith,  I  determined  to  lake  a  joiimey  o(  a  few  da>i  for 
change  of  air.  My  good  friend  the  Cardinal  ga\x  me  per- 
niMton  and  lent  me  hoTM* ;  and  I  had  two  yoimg  Romans 
for  my  companions,  one  oj  them  a  craftsman  in  my  trade, 
the  other  only  a  comrade  In  our  jountcy.  We  left  Rome, 
and  took  the  nnd  to  TaglJacoeio,  intending  to  visit  my  piipil 
Ascanio,  who  lived  there.  On  oar  arrival,  I  fotmd  the  lad, 
together  with  his  father,  brothers,  tisters,  and  ■tepatother. 
I  was  entcrL-iincd  by  them  two  days  with  ttideKTlbable  Idnd- 
neas ;  then  I  turned  my  face  towards  Rome,  taldng  Ascanio 
with  me.  On  the  rood  we  fell  (o  conversing  about  our  art. 
which  made  me  die  of  impatience  to  get  back  and  recom- 
mence my  labours. 

Having  reached  Rome,  I  got  myself  at  onoe  in  readiness 
to  work,  and  w»«  fortunate  enout!h  tri  find  again  a  silver  basin 
which  1  had  hegim  for  the  Cardinal  l>cforc  I  was  imprisoned. 
Together  with  this  basin  I  had  begun  a  very  beautiful  little 
fug ;  but  this  had  been  atokn,  with  a  great  (|uantity  of  other 

TUt  fMtio*  ii  wall  tufftnt^A  I7  cMUMponij  tMen  of  Cuo  laJ 
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valuable  articles.  I  set  Pagolo,  whom  I  have  previoasly 
mentioned,  to  work  upon  the  basin.  At  the  same  time  I  le- 
commenoed  the  jug.  which  was  designed  with  round  fieurea 
and  bas-reliefs.  Tlie  basin  was  executed  in  a  stmilar  style, 
with  round  figures  and  fishes  in  bas-relief.  The  whole  bad 
such  ridincsi  and  good  kce^niig,  tliat  every  one  who  beheld 
it  eipraaaed  actooishnicnt  at  tlie  force  of  the  design  and 
beBDt;  of  invention,  and  also  at  the  delicacy*  with  which 
these  young  men  worlced. 

The  Cardinal  came  at  least  twice  a  day  to  see  me,  bringing 
with  him  Messcr  Luigi  Alamanni  and  Mcsser  Gabriel  Ccsaxto ;  * 
and  here  we  used  to  pass  an  hour  or  two  pleasantly  together. 
Notwithstanding  I  had  very  much  to  do,  he  kept  giving  me 
fresh  commissions.  Among  others,  I  had  to  nuike  his  ponlitical 
seal,  o(  the  size  of  the  hand  of  a  boy  of  twelve.  On  it  1  en- 
graved in  intaglio  two  little  histories,  tlie  one  of  San  Giovanni 
preaching  in  the  wilderness,  the  other  of  Sant'  Ambrogio 
expelling  the  Arians*  on  horseback  with  a  lash  in  his  hand. 
The  fire  and  correctness  of  design  of  this  piece,  and  its 
nicety  of  workmanship,  made  every  one  say  that  I  had  sur- 
passed the  great  L^utizio,  who  ranked  alone  in  this  branch 
of  the  profession.  The  Cardinal  was  so  proud  of  it  that  be 
used  to  compare  it  complacently  with  the  other  seals  of  the 
Roman  cardinals,  which  were  nearly  all  from  the  band  of 
Lautizio. 


II 

In  addition  to  these  things  the  Cardinal  ordered  me  to 
make  the  mo<lel  for  a  salt-cellar  ;  but  he  said  be  should  hke 
me  to  leave  the  beaten  track  pursued  by  such  as  fabricated 
tliese  things.  Mcsser  Luigi,  apropos  of  this  salt-ccUar,  made 
an  eloquent  description  of  his  own  idea ;  Mcsser  Gabriello 
Cesano  also  spoke  exceedingly  well  to  the  same  purpose. 
The  Cardinal,  who  was  a  vcr>-  kindly  listener,  showed  extreme 
satisfaction  with  the  designs  which  itiese  two  able  men  of 
letters  had  described  in  words.  Then  he  turned  to  me  and 
said :  "  My  Benvenuto,  tlie  design  of  hlesser  lAiigi  and  that  of 
Mcsser  Gabriello  please  me  both  so  well  that  I  know  not  how 

'  ^.'irata.     This  tndkatn  prtciiMD.  iiMlnat,  eUuDMS  of  ciKtirini. 
'  Tbe  atmt  of  Ceuuio  a  veil  knovti  in  Ihe  Ulsaij  co(T«po»dciic«  of  IboM 
Umct. 
*  li  «iU  tfc  rmcBbaed  OM  (he  Cardiiwl  wm  AidkUwfi  af  Milan. 


Ciooa 


BOOK  SECOND 


^ 


to  choose  t>rtwceii  tlicm  ;  therefore  I  leave  the  choice  to  you, 
who  will  h»ve  to  execute  the  work."  1  replied  as  foUowa : 
"  It  !•  apparent,  my  lords,  of  what  vast  consequence  are  the 
sons  of  ttinK*  and  emperon,  and  what  a  mnrvellous  brightness 
o(  divinity  appears  in  Ihem  ;  nevertheless,  if  you  Mk  some 
poor  humble  shepherd  which  he  loves  best,  those  ro)'al 
children  or  his  sons,  he  will  certainly  tell  you  Uiat  he  love* 
his  own  sons  l>cst.  Now  I  too  have  a  great  affection  for  the 
childreu  which  I  bring  forth  from  my  art ;  consequently  tlie  first 
which  I  will  show  you,  most  reverend  monstgnor  my  good 
master,  shall  t>e  of  my  own  making  and  invention.  There 
are  many  things  tieautiful  enough  in  words  which  do  not 
match  together  well  when  executed  by  an  artist."  Then 
I  turned  to  the  two  scholars  and  said  :  "  You  have  spoken, 
I  will  do."  Upon  this  Ueaser  Luigi  Alamanni  smiled,  and 
added  a  great  many  witty  things,  witli  the  greatest  charm 
ol  maimer,  in  my  praise  ;  they  became  him  well,  for  he 
was  handsome  of  face  and  hgurc,  and  had  a  gentle  voice. 
Mcsscr  CabricUo  Ccsano  was  quite  the  op|M>sitc,  as  ugly  and 
displeasing  as  the  other  was  agreeable ;  accordingly  he  spoke 
a>  he  looked. 

Kfesser  Luigi  had  suggested  that  I  should  fashion  a  Venus 
with  Cupid,  surrotinded  by  a  crowd  of  pretty  emblems,  all 
Id  proper  keeping  with  the  subject.  Mcsser  Gabricllo 
proposed  tliat  I  should  model  an  Amphitrite,  the  wife  of 
Nepttme,  together  with  those  Tritons  of  the  sea,  and  many 
suchlike  (andes,  good  eaough  to  describe  in  words,  but 
not  to  execute  in  metaL 

I  first  laid  down  an  oval  framework,  considerably  longer 
Uian  half  a  cubit — almost  two-thirds,  in  fact ;  and  upon  tJiis 
ground,  wishing  to  suggest  the  interminglement  of  land  and 
ocean,  I  modelled  two  figures,  considerably  taller  than  a  palm 
In  height,  which  were  seated  with  thctr  legs  intcrUiccd,  sag* 
getting  tho«e  lengthier  branches  of  tlic  sea  winch  run  up 
into  the  continents.  'Ilie  sea  was  a  man,  and  in  his  hand 
I  pUccd  a  tliip,  elaborately  wrought  in  all  its  details,  and 
well  adapted  to  bold  a  quantity  of  salt.  Beneath  him  I 
grouped  the  four  sea-horsea,  and  in  his  right  hand  be  held 
his  IrldcnL  The  earth  I  fashioned  like  a  woman,  with  all 
the  beauty  of  form,  the  grace,  and  cliurm  of  whldi  my  art 
was  capable.  She  h.id  a  richly  decorated  temple  firmly 
based  upon  the  ground  at  one  side;  and  here  her  band 
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rertcd.  This  I  intended  to  receive  tbe  pepper.  Id  her 
other  hand  I  put  a  cornucopia,  overflowing  with  all  the 
natiinil  treasures  I  could  think  of.  Below  this  goddess,  in 
the  part  which  represented  eartli,  I  collected  the  fairest 
animals  that  liaunt  our  globe.  In  the  quarter  presided  over 
by  the  deity  of  ocean,  I  fashioned  such  choice  kinds  ol  fishes 
and  shells  as  could  be  propcriy  displayed  in  that  small 
space.  >Af'hat  remained  of  the  oval  1  filled  in  with  luxunant 
ornamentation. 

Then  1  waited  for  the  Cardinal ;  and  when  he  came, 
attended  by  the  two  accomplished  ((entlemen,  I  produced 
the  model  I  had  made  in  wax.  On  beholding  it,  Messer 
Gabriel  Cesano  was  the  first  to  lift  his  voice  up,  and  to  cry : 
"This  is  a  piece  which  it  will  take  the  lives  of  ten  men  to 
finish :  do  not  expect,  most  reverend  monsignor,  if  you  order 
it,  to  get  it  in  your  lifetime.  Bcnvcnuto,  it  seems,  has  chosen 
to  display  his  children  in  a  vision,  but  not  to  give  them  to 
the  touch,  as  we  did  when  we  spoke  of  things  that  could  be 
carried  out,  while  he  has  sliown  a  thing  beyond  tlte  bounds 
of  possibility."  Messer  Alamanni  took  my  side;  but  the 
Cardinal  said  he  did  not  care  to  undertake  so  important  an 
affiur,  Then  I  turned  to  them  and  said ;  "  Most  reverend 
monsignor,  and  you,  gentlemen,  fulfilled  with  learning ;  I 
tell  you  that  I  hope  to  complete  this  piece  for  whosoever 
shall  be  destined  to  possess  it ;  *  and  each  one  of  you  shall 
live  to  see  it  executed  a  hundred  times  more  richly  than  the 
model.  Indeed,  I  hope  that  time  will  l>e  left  me  to  pro- 
duce far  greater  things  than  this."  The  Cardinal  replied  in 
heat:  "Unless  you  make  it  for  the  King,  to  whom  I  mean 
to  take  you.  I  do  not  think  that  you  will  make  it  for  another 
man  alive."  Tlten  be  showed  me  letters  in  which  the  King, 
under  one  beading,  bade  him  return  as  soon  as  possible, 
bringing  Bciivenuto  with  htm.  At  this  I  raised  my  hands 
to  heaven,  exclaiming:  "Oh,  when  will  that  moment  come, 
and  quickly?"  Tbe  Cardinal  liadc  me  put  m>-sdf  in  readi- 
ness, and  arrange  the  affairs  I  had  in  Rome.  He  gave  me 
ten  days  for  these  preparations. 
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When  the  time  came  to  travel,  he  gave  me  a  line  and 
excellent  horse.  The  animal  w;ui  called  Tornon,  because  it 
was  a  gift  from  the  Cardinal  Tornon.'  My  apprentices, 
Pagolo  and  Ascanio,  were  also  (umished  with  good  mount*. 

The  Cardinal  divided  hts  household,  which  was  very 
numerous,  into  two  sections.  The  first,  and  the  more 
distinguished,  he  took  with  him,  following  the  route  of 
Romagna,  with  the  object  of  visiting  Madonna  del  Loreto, 
and  then  making  for  Perrara,  his  own  home.  The  other 
section  he  sent  upon  the  ro.id  to  Florence  This  was  the 
larger  train  ;  it  counted  a  great  multitude,  including  the 
flower  of  his  horse.  He  told  me  that  if  1  wished  to  make 
the  journey  without  peril,  I  had  better  go  with  him,  other- 
wise I  ran  some  risk  of  my  hfo.  I  expressed  my  inclina- 
tion to  his  most  reverend  tordsliip  to  travel  in  liis  suite. 
But,  having  done  so,  since  the  will  of  Heaven  must  be 
accomplished,  it  pleased  God  to  remind  me  of  my  tx>or  sister, 
who  had  suffered  greatly  from  the  news  of  my  inisforlunes. 
I  also  remembered  my  cou&ins,  who  were  nuns  in  Vitcrbo, 
the  one  abbess  and  the  other  camerlinga,*  and  who  had 
therefore  that  rich  convent  under  their  control.  They  too 
had  endured  sore  tribulation  for  my  sake,  and  to  their  fer- 
vent prayers  I  firmly  believed  that  I  owed  the  grace  of  my 
deUveranoc  by  God,  Accordingly,  when  these  things  came 
into  my  mind,  1  decided  for  the  route  to  Florence.  I  might 
have  travelled  free  of  expense  with  the  Cardinal  or  with 
tliat  other  train  of  his,  liut  I  chi»e  to  take  my  own  way  by 
myself.  Eventually  I  Joined  company  with  a  very  famous 
dockmaker,  called  Maestro  Cherubino,  my  esteemed  friend. 
Thrown  togctlicr  by  accident,  we  performed  the  journey 
with  much  enjoyment  on  both  sides. 

1  had  left  Home  on  Monday  in  Passion  Week,  togetlicr 
with  Pagolo  and  Ascanio.*  At  Monte  Ruosi  we  joined  tlic 
company  which  I  have  mentioned.    Since  I  had  expressed 

■  Tttli  WM  th«  (>inoot  FrnifaU  de  Toonian,  nuJt  Oudjiutl  la  IJJOk  md 
•mplovtJ  *■  minitier  bf  Fimnfob  I. 

*  Tnii  officul  ia  a  Mnvenl  wu  I)m  mud*  u  nlUni  ot  *a|i«tialeAd«at  of  llie 
cetlu  knd  proTitioni. 

■  Tbu  WM  Mitch  M.  tS«0> 
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my  intention  of  following  the  Cardinal,  I  did  not  anticipate 
tliat  iiny  of  my  enemies  would  be  upon  the  watch  to  harm 
me.  Yet  I  lan  a  narrow  risk  of  coming  (o  grief  at  Mont« 
Ruosi ;  for  a  band  of  men  had  been  sent  forward,  well 
ai'mcd,  to  do  me  mischief  tliere.  It  was  so  ordained  by 
God  tliat,  while  wc  were  at  dinner,  these  fellows,  on  the 
news  that  I  was  not  travelling  in  the  Cardinal's  suite,  made] 
preparation  to  attack  mc.  Just  at  that  moment  the  Car- 
dinal's retinue  arrived,  and  I  was  glad  enough  to  travel  with 
their  escort  safely  to  Viterbo.  From  that  pl;ice  onward  I 
had  no  apprehension  ol  danger,  especially  a»  1  made  a  point 
of  travelling  a  few  miles  in  front,  aiid  the  best  men  of  the 
retinue  kept  a  good  watch  over  me.'  I  arrived  by  God's 
grace  safe  and  sound  at  Viterbo,  where  my  cousins  and  all  J 
tlie  convent  received  mc  with  the  greatest  kindness. 


IV 

After  leaving  Viterbo  with  the  comrades  I  have  mcn- 
(ioned,  we  pursued  our  journey  on  horsctiack,  sometimes  in 
front  and  sometimes  behind  the  Cardinal's  household.  This 
brought  us  tipon  Maundy  Tliursday  at  twenty-two  o'clock 
within  one  s(:Lge  of  Siena.  At  thia  place  there  happened  to 
be  some  retum-horses ;  and  the  people  of  the  post  were 
waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  hire  them  at  a  small  fee  to 
any  traveller  who  would  take  them  back  to  the  post -station 
in  Siena.  Wlien  I  was  aware  of  this,  1  dismounted  from 
my  horse  Tornon,  saddled  one  of  the  beasts  with  my  pad 
and  stirrups,  and  gave  a  giulio  to  the  groom  in  waiting.' 

1  left  my  horse  under  the  care  of  my  young  men  to  bring 
after  me,  and  rode  on  in  front,  wishing  to  arrive  half-an- 
hour  earlier  in  Siena,  where  1  bad  some  friends  to  visit  and 
some  business  to  transact.  Although  I  went  at  a  smart  pace, 
I  did  not  override  the  post-horse.  When  I  reached  Siena, 
I  engaged  good  rooms  at  the  tnn  for  five  penons,  and  told 
the  groom  of  the  house  to  tike  tlie  horse  back  to  tlie  post, 

'  TeirKHO  mtitt  i9Hte  Ji  «•«.  Thu  It  ]»rliati>  cqiunlmt  to  litld  mf  In 
Ugh  lilttm.  Bui  OUioi  uia  Ibe  Mime  phraie  wiu  the  me«Di(ig  1  bare  (iTes 
kliOTe,  fa  Book  I.  chip,  tiixri.  i 

*  liie  word  I  have  imnalRled  br  "pod"  abore  is  nMt'iw  U  Ibe  M^ntl.  Iti 
tecmi  to  hfiTt  hceti  a  %<M  of  cuthlon  hune  upon  lh«  tadille,  uid  lo  which  th«| 
nirniftt  were  allMheil. 
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which  was  outside  the  Camoltta  gate ;  I  forgot,  however,  to 
remove  my  stimips  and  my  pad. 

That  evening  of  Holy  Thursday  we  jnissed  together  with 
much  gaiety;  and  next  morning,  which  was  Good  Friday, 
1  remembered  my  stirrups  and  my  pad.  On  my  sending  (or 
them,  the  poslmatter  replied  that  he  did  not  mean  to  give 
them  up,  because  1  had  overridden  his  horse.  We  exchanged 
messages  several  times,  and  he  kept  saying  that  he  meant 
to  keep  them,  adding  expressions  of  intolerable  insult.  The 
liost  where  I  was  lodging  told  me :  "  You  will  get  off  well 
If  he  docs  nothing  worse  than  to  detain  >'our  gear ;  for  you 
must  know  that  he  is  the  most  bnitid  fellow  that  ever  dis- 
graced our  city,  and  has  two  sons,  soldiers  of  great  courage, 
who  are  even  more  brutal  tlian  he  is.  I  advise  you  then  to 
purchase  what  you  want,  and  to  pursue  your  joumty  without 
moving  farther  iu  Uiis  matter," 

[  bought  a  new  pair  of  stirrups,  although  I  still  hoped  to 
regain  my  good  pad  by  persuasion ;  and  since  I  was  very 
well  mounted,  and  well  armed  with  shirt  and  sleeves  of  mail, 
and  carried  an  excellent  arqucbusc  upon  my  aaddle-l>ow,  I 
was  not  afraid  of  the  bnitalitj-  and  violence  which  that  mad 
beast  was  said  to  be  possessed  of.  I  had  also  accustomed 
my  young  men  to  carry  shirts  of  mail,  and  had  great  con- 
fidence in  the  Roman,  who,  while  we  were  in  Rome  together, 
bad  never  left  it  oS,  so  far  as  I  could  see ;  Ascanio  too, 
altliough  he  was  but  a  stripling,  was  in  the  habit  of  wearing 
one.  Besides,  as  it  was  Oood  Friday,  I  innagiiicd  that  the 
madnesses  of  madmen  might  l>c  giving  themselves  a  holiday. 
When  wc  came  to  the  Camollfa  gate,  1  at  once  recognised 
the  postmaster  by  the  indications  given  me;  for  he  was 
blind  of  the  left  eye.  Kiding  up  to  htm  then,  and  leaving 
my  young  men  and  companions  at  a  little  distance,  I  cour- 
teously addressed  him :  "  Master  of  the  post,  if  I  assure  you 
that  I  did  not  override  j-our  hone,  why  are  you  unwilling  to 
give  me  txick  my  pad  and  sttmips?"  The  reply  he  made 
was  precisely  as  mad  and  bnital  as  had  been  foretold  me. 
This  roused  me  to  exclaim :  "  How  then  1  are  you  not  a 
Christian?  or  do  you  want  upon  Good  Friday  to  force  us 
both  into  a  scand.-d  ? "  Me  ansu-ered  tliat  Good  Friday  or 
the  Devil's  Friday  was  all  the  Kimc  to  htm,  and  that  if  I  did 
not  take  myself  away,  he  would  fell  me  to  the  ground  with 
a  spoatoon  which  he  had  taken  up— me  and  the  arqucbusc 
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I  had  my  hand  on.  Upon  hearing  these  truculent  words, : 
old  gentlcm^in  of  Siena  joined  us ;  he  was  dressed  like  a 
citizen,  and  w;ts  reluming  from  the  religious  functions  proper 
to  that  day.  It  seems  that  he  had  gathered  the  sense  ot  my 
aigumento  before  he  came  up  to  where  «x  stood ;  and  thii 
impelled  him  to  retwke  Ihc  postmaster  with  wwinth,  takinfl 
my  side,  and  reprimanding  the  man's  two  «ms  (or  not  doing 
their  duty  to  passing  strangers ;  so  that  their  manners  were 
an  offence  to  Go<l  and  a  disgrace  to  tlie  city  of  Siena.  The 
two  young  fellows  wagged  their  heads  without  saying  a  word, 
and  withdrew  inside  the  house.  Their  father,  sttmg  to  fury 
by  the  scolding  of  that  respectable  gentleman,  poured  out  a 
Tolley  o(  abusi\-e  blasphemies,  and  levelled  his  spontoon, 
swearing  he  would  murder  me.  When  I  saw  him  determined 
to  do  some  act  of  bestial  violence,  I  pointed  the  muzxle  of 
my  arquebuse,  with  the  object  only  oi  keeping  him  at  a 
distance.  Doubly  enraged  by  this,  he  flung  himself  upon 
me.  Though  I  had  prepared  the  arquebuse  for  my  defence, 
I  had  not  yet  levelled  it  exactly  at  him ;  indeed  it  was 
p<rinted  too  high.  II  went  of!  of  itself :  and  the  ball,  striking 
the  arcl)  of  the  door  and  glancing  backwards,  wounded  him 
in  the  throat,  so  that  he  fell  dead  to  earth.  Upon  this  the 
two  young  men  came  running  out ;  one  caught  up  a  partisan 
from  the  rack  which  stood  tlicre,  the  other  seized  the  spon- 
toon of  bis  father.  Springing  upon  my  followers,  the  one 
who  bad  the  spontoon  smote  Pagolo  the  Roman  first  above 
the  left  nipple.  The  other  attacked  a  Milanese  who  was  in 
our  company,  and  had  the  ways  and  manners  of  a  perfect 
fool.  This  man  screamed  out  that  he  had  nothing  in  the 
wofld  to  do  with  me,  and  ponied  the  point  of  tlie  partisan 
with  a  little  stick  he  held  ;  but  this  availed  him  naught :  in 
spite  of  his  words  and  fencing,  he  received  a  Itesh  wound 
in  the  mouth.  Mcsser  Chcrutnno  wore  the  habit  of  a  priest ; 
for  though  he  was  a  dockroakcr  by  trade,  he  held  benefices 
of  some  x-aluc  from  the  Pope.  Ascanio,  who  was  well 
armed,  stood  his  ground  without  trying  to  escape,  as  the 
Htlanesc  had  done ;  so  these  two  came  off  unhurt.  1  had 
set  spurs  to  my  horse,  and  while  he  was  galloping,  had 
charged  and  got  my  arquebuse  in  readiness  again ;  but  now 
I  tamed  hack,  burning  with  fury,  and  meaning  to  play  my 
part  this  time  in  earnest  I  thought  ttiat  my  young  men 
bad  been  killed,  and  was  resolved  to  die  with  them.     The 
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hone  had  not  f{one  many  paces  when  I  met  tbem  riding 
toward  me,  and  a^ked  if  they  were  hurt.  Ascanio  answered 
tliat  Pagolo  was  wounded  to  tlie  death.  Tlien  I  said :  "  O 
Fagojo,  my  son,  did  the  spontoon  then  pierce  through  your 
armour  ? "  "  No,"  he  replied,  "  (or  I  put  my  shirt  of  mail 
in  the  valise  Uiis  morning."  "  So  then,  I  suppose,  one  wears 
chain-mail  in  Rome  to  swagger  before  ladies,  but  where 
there  is  danger,  and  one  wants  it,  one  keeps  it  locked  up  in 
a  portmanteau  ?  You  deserve  what  you  have  got,  and  you 
are  now  the  cau$e  of  sending  me  tiack  to  die  here  too." 
Wliile  1  was  uttering  Uiese  words.  1  kept  nding  briskly 
onward ;  but  both  the  young  men  implored  me  (or  the  love 
of  God  to  save  myself  and  them,  and  not  to  nttb  on  certain 
deatli.  Just  then  I  met  Messcr  Cherubino  and  the  wounded 
Milanese.  The  former  cried  out  that  no  one  was  badly 
wounded ;  the  blow  given  to  Pagolo  liad  only  grazed  the 
skin;'  but  the  old  postmaster  was  stretched  out  dead;  hie 
sons  with  other  folk  were  getting  ready  for  attack,  and 
wc  must  almost  certainly  be  cut  to  pieces:  "Accordingly, 
Beavenuto.  since  fortune  has  saved  us  from  this  first  tempest, 
do  not  tempt  her  again,  for  things  may  not  go  so  favourably 
a  second  time."  To  this  I  replied ;  '*  If  you  arc  satisfied  to 
have  it  thus,  so  also  am  I ; "  and  turning  to  Pagolo  and 
Ascanlo.  I  said :  "  Strike  spurs  to  yotir  horses,  and  let  us 
gallop  to  Staggia  without  stopping;*  there  we  shall  be  in 
safety."  The  wounded  Milanese  groaned  out :  "  A  pox  upon 
our  peccadilloes  I  tlic  sole  cause  of  my  misfortune  was  that 
1  sinned  by  taking  a  little  broth  this  morning,  having  nothing 
ebc  to  break  my  fast  with."  la  spite  of  the  great  peril  we 
were  in,  we  could  not  help  laughing  a  little  at  the  donkey 
and  his  silly  speeches.  Then  wc  set  spurs  to  our  horses, 
and  left  Messer  Clicrubino  and  tJie  Milanese  to  follow  at 
their  leisure. 


While  were  making  our  escape,  the  sons  of   the  dead 
man  ran  to  the  Duke  of  MeIJi,  and  begged  for  some  light 

>  Tbc  lulan  b  pooillu  :  ilttlft  M  FagtU  tra  ttt  t4nU  ria»  tkt  m»inr» 
*  Sunk  b  Um  not  pMi  OB  ih«  nj  to  tlortoM. 
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boncmen  to  c»tcli  us  up  and  take  us  prisoners.!  Tbe 
Duke,  upon  being  informed  tliat  we  were  the  Carding  o( 
Ferrara's  men,  refused  to  flive  tliem  troops  or  leave  to 
follow.  We  meanwhile  arrived  at  Staggia,  where  we  were 
in  safety.  There  we  sent  for  a  doctor,  the  best  who  could 
be  had  in  such  a  place ;  and  on  his  examining  Pagolo,  we 
discovered  that  the  wound  was  only  skin-deep :  ao  I  felt 
sure'  that  he  would  escape  without  mischief.  Then  we 
ordered  dinner ;  and  at  this  juncture  there  arrived  Mcsser 
Chcrubino  and  that  Milanese  simpleton,  who  kept  always 
muttering:  "A  plague  upon  your  quarrels,"  and  com- 
plainini!  that  he  was  excommunicated  t>ecause  he  had 
not  been  able  to  say  a  single  Paternoster  on  Uiat  holy 
momintt.  He  was  very  ugly,  and  his  moutli,  which  nature 
had  made  large,  had  been  expanded  at  least  three  inches 
by  his  wound ;  so  that  what  with  bis  ludicrous  Milanese 
jargon  and  his  silly  way  of  talking,  he  gave  us  so  much 
matter  for  mirth,  that,  instead  of  t)cmoaning  our  ilt-luck, 
we  could  not  hold  from  laughing  at  every  word  he  uttered. 
When  the  doctor  wanted  to  sew  up  his  wound,  and  had 
already  made  three  stitchca  with  his  needle,  the  fellow 
told  him  to  hold  haid  a  while,  since  he  did  not  want  bim 
out  of  malice  to  tew  his  whole  mouth  up.  Then  he  took 
up  a  spoon,  and  said  he  wished  lo  have  his  mouth  left 
open  enough  to  take  that  spoon  in.  in  order  th:it  he  might 
return  aUve  to  his  own  folk.  Thctc  things  he  said  with 
sticli  odd  waggiogs  of  the  head,  tliat  wc  never  stopped 
from  laughing,  and  so  pursued  our  journey  mirthfully  to 
Florence, 

Wc  dismounted  at  the  house  of  my  poor  sister,  who, 
together  with  her  husband,  overwhelmed  us  with  kind 
atteiilion.t.  Messer  Chcrubino  and  the  Milanese  went  atxtut 
their  business.  In  Florence  we  remained  four  days,  during 
which  Pagolo  got  well.  It  was  lucky  for  us  tijat  whenevcrwe 
talked  about  that  Milanese  donkey,  we  laughed  as  much  as 
our  misfortunes  made  us  weep,  so  tliat  wc  kept  Uugliing  and 
cr>nnR  tx>th  at  tlie  same  moment 

P:igolo  recovered,  as  I  have  said,  with  case ;  and  then 
we    travelled   toward   Fcrrara,   where  wc   found   our   lord 

*  Tbe  Duko  of  Metii.  oi  Amklfi,  <rw  si  thU  lime  AUcom  Picoolomlnk 
■cttne  u  capliiivKcnrnl  of  llie  .'■iUncM  in  (he  InterciU  ofQiulei  V. 

*  Cagwiw.     Tim  lubject  10  ihtf  rcrb  nuy  be  cilhci  Cellini  «  llie  docloi. 
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the  Cardinal  had  not  yet  arrived.  He  had  already  hcftrd 
of  all  our  accidents,  and  said,  whea  he  expressed  Ills 
concern  (or  them :  "  I  pray  to  God  that  I  may  be  allowed 
to  bring  you  alive  to  the  King,  accordinfl  to  my  promise." 
In  Fcnara  he  sent  me  to  reside  at  a  palace  of  his,  a  very 
handsome  place  Cidled  Belfiore,  close  under  Uic  city  walls. 
There  he  provided  me  with  all  things  necessary  for  my 
work.  A  little  later,  he  arranged  to  leave  for  France 
without  me ;  and  observing  that  I  was  very  ill  pleased 
with  this,  he  said  to  me :  "  Benvenuto,  I  am  acting  (or 
your  welfare ;  before  1  take  you  out  of  Italy,  I  want  you 
to  know  exactly  what  you  will  have  to  do  when  you  come 
to  France.  Mc>tnwhitc,  push  on  my  basin  and  the  jug 
with  all  the  speed  ym  au).  I  shall  leave  orders  with  my 
factor  to  give  you  everything  Uiat  you  may  want." 

He  then  dejiarted,  and  I  remained  sorely  dissatisfied, 
and  more  Uian  once  I  was  upon  the  point  of  taking  myself 
off  without  license.  The  only  tiling  which  kept  me  back 
was  thai  he  had  procured  my  freedom  from  I'opc  Paolo  ;  for 
llie  rest,  I  was  ill-contented  and  put  to  considerable  losses. 
However,  I  clothed  my  mind  with  tlie  gratitude  due  to 
that  great  benefit,  and  disposed  myself  to  be  patient  and 
to  await  the  termination  of  the  business.  So  I  set  myself 
to  work  with  my  two  men,  and  made  great  progress  with 
the  jug  and  basin.  The  air  was  unwholesome  where  we 
lodged,  and  toward  summer  wc  all  of  us  suffered  some- 
what in  our  health.  During  our  indisposition  we  went 
about  inspecting  the  domain ;  it  was  very  large,  and  left 
in  a  wild  state  for  about  a  mile  of  open  ground,  haunted 
too  by  multitudes  of  peacocks,  which  bred  and  nested 
there  like  wildfowl.  This  put  it  into  my  head  to  charge 
my  gun  with  a  noiseless  kind  of  powder ;  then  I  tracked 
some  of  the  young  birds,  and  every  other  day  killed  one, 
which  fumistied  us  with  abundance  of  meal,  of  such 
excellent  quality  tliat  we  shook  our  sickness  off.  For 
several  montlis  following  we  went  on  working  merrily, 
and  got  the  jug  and  basin  forward ;  but  it  was  a  task  that 
required  much  time. 
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VI 

At  Uiat  period  the  Duke  of  Ferrani  came  to  terms  witli 
Pope  Paul  about  some  old  matters  in  dispute  between 
them  relating  to  Modcna  and  cert^n  oUicr  cities.  The 
Church  having  a  strong  claim  to  them,  tlie  Duke  wu 
forced  to  purchase  peace  by  paying  down  an  enormout 
sum  of  money ;  I  think  that  it  exceeded  three  liundred 
thousand  ducats  oi  the  Camera.  There  was  an  old  ■ 
treasurer  in  the  service  of  the  Duke,  who  had  been 
brought  up  by  his  father,  Duke  Alfonso,  and  was  called 
Messer  Girolamo  GiUoIo.  He  could  not  endure  to  see  so 
much  money  going  to  the  Pope,  and  went  about  the 
streets  crying :  "  Duke  Alfonso,  his  father,  would  sooner 
have  attacked  and  taken  Rome  with  this  money  than  have 
shown  it  to  the  Pope."  Notliing  would  induce  him  to 
disburse  it ;  at  last,  however,  the  Duke  compelled  him  to 
make  the  payments,  which  caused  tlie  old  man  such 
anguish  that  he  sickened  of  a  dangerous  colic  and  was 
brought  to  death's  door.  During  this  man's  illness  the 
Duke  sent  for  me,  and  bade  me  take  his  portrait ;  this  I 
did  upon  a  circular  piece  of  black  stone  about  tlie  size  of 
a  little  trencher,  llic  Duke  took  so  much  pleasure  in  my 
work  and  conversation,  that  he  not  un frequently  posed 
through  four  or  Ave  hours  at  a  stretch  for  his  own  portrait, 
and  sometimes  invited  me  to  supper.  It  took  me  eight 
days  to  complete  his  likeness ;  then  he  ordered  mc  to 
design  the  reverse.  On  it  I  modelled  Peace,  giving  her 
the  form  of  a  woman  with  a  torch  in  her  hand,  setting 
fire  to  a  trophy  of  arms ;  I  portrayed  her  in  an  attitude 
of  gladness,  with  very  tliin  drapery,  and  below  her  feet 
lay  Fury  in  despair,  downcast  and  sad,  and  loaded  with 
chains.  I  devoted  much  study  and  attentioD  to  Uiis  work, 
and  it  won  me  the  greatest  honour.  The  Duke  was 
never  tired  of  expressing  his  satisfaction,  and  gave  me 
inscriptions  for  both  sides  of  the  medal  That  on  the 
reverse  ran  as  follows ;  Pniioia  in  conspectu  Domini ;  it 
meant  that  his  peace  with  the  Pope  bad  been  dearly 
bou^t 
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While  I  was  still  «ngag«d  upon  the  reverse  u(  this  medal,  the 
Cardinal  sent  me  letters  bidding  me  prepare  for  my  journey, 
since  the  King  had  asked  after  m«.  His  next  communication 
would  contain  full  details  respecting  all  that  he  had  promised. 
Accordingly.  I  had  my  jn^t  and  basin  packed  up,  after  showing 
tliem  In  the  Duke.  Now  a  Ferrarese  gentleman  named  Alberto 
Bcndcdio  was  the  Cardinal's  agent,  and  he  had  been  twelve 
years  conlincd  to  his  house,  without  once  leaving  it,  by  reason 
■  of  some  physical  infirmity.  One  day  he  sent  in  a  vast  hurry 
for  mc,  saying  I  must  take  the  post  at  once,  in  order  to  pre- 
sent myself  before  the  King  of  France,  who  bad  eagerly 
been  :isklng  for  me,  under  the  impfcssion  that  I  was  in 
France.  By  way  of  atxitogy,  tlie  Cardinal  told  him  that  I 
was  slaying,  slightly  in(lisiK>scd,  in  his  abbey  at  Lyons,  but 
that  he  would  have  mc  brought  immediately  to  his  Majesty, 
Therefore  I  must  lose  no  time,  but  travel  with  the  post 

Now  Messer  Alberto  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  but  proud, 
and  illness  had  made  his  haughty  temper  insupportable.  As 
I  have  just  said,  he  bade  mc  to  get  ready  on  the  spot  and  take 
the  journey  by  the  common  post.  1  said  that  it  was  not  the 
custom  to  pursue  my  profession  in  the  post,  and  that  if  I  had 
to  go,  it  WXH  my  intention  to  make  easy  stages  and  to  take  with 
roe  the  workmen  Ascanio  and  Pagolo,  whom  [  had  brought 
from  Rome.  Moreover,  I  wanted  a  servant  on  horseback  to 
be  at  my  orders,  and  money  sufficient  for  my  costs  upon  the 
way.  The  infirm  old  man  replied,  upon  a  tone  of  mighty 
haughtiness,  tliat  the  sons  of  dukes  were  wont  to  travel  as  1 
had  described,  and  in  no  otlier  fashion.  I  retorted  that  the 
sons  of  my  art  travelled  in  the  way  1  had  informed  him,  and 
that  not  being  a  duke's  son,  I  knew  nothing  about  the  customs 
of  such  folk  ;  if  he  treated  me  to  language  with  which  my  ears 
were  unfamiliar,  I  would  not  go  at  all ;  the  CardinaJ  having 
broken  faith  with  me,  and  such  scurvy  words  having  been 
spoken.  1  should  make  my  mind  up  once  for  all  to  take  no 
further  trouble  wilh  the  Ferrarese.  Then  I  turned  my  back, 
and,  he  threatening,  I  grumbling,  took  my  leave. 

1  next  went  to  the  Duke  with  my  medal,  which  was  finished. 
He  received  me  with  the  highest  murks  of  honour  and  esteem. 
It  seems  (hat  he  had  given  orders  to  Messer  GiroLimo  Giliolo 
to  reward  me  for  my  labour  with  a  diamond  ring  worth  two 
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hundred  crowns,  which  was  to  be  presented  Iiy  Ftascliino,  hb 
chamberlain.  AccorcIiiiKty,  this  lellow,  on  tlie  evening  after  I 
bad  brought  the  medal,  at  one  hour  pant  nightfall,  handed  me 
a  ring  with  a  diamond  of  showy  appearance,  and  spoke  as 
follows  on  the  part  of  bis  master :  "  Take  this  diamond  as  ft 
remembrance  of  his  l^xccllency,  to  adorn  the  UQique  artist's 
hand  which  has  produced  a  masterpiece  of  so  singular  merit" 
When  (lay  broke,  1  examined  the  ring,  And  found  the  stone  to 
be  a  miserable  tliin  diamond,  worth  about  ten  crowns,  [  Iclt 
sure  tliat  the  Duke  luid  not  meant  to  accomjiany  such  inagni- 
ficent  compliments  with  so  trifling  a  gift,  but  tliat  he  must  have 
intended  to  reward  me  handsomely.  Being  tlien  cwivinced 
that  tlic  trick  proceeded  from  hi^i  rogue  of  a  treasurer,  1  gave 
the  ring  to  a  friend  of  mine,  begging  him  to  return  it  to  the 
cfaambcrlain,  Fiaschino,  as  he  best  could.  The  man  I  chose 
was  Bernardo  Saliti,  who  executed  his  commission  admirably. 
Fiaschino  came  at  once  to  sec  mc,  and  declared,  with  vehe- 
ment expostulations,  that  the  Duke  would  take  it  very  ill  if  I 
refused  a  present  he  had  meant  so  kindly  ;  perhaps  1  should 
have  to  repent  of  my  wa>-wardncss.  I  answered  that  the  ring 
his  Excellency  had  given  me  was  worth  about  ten  crowns,  and 
that  the  work  1  had  done  for  him  was  worth  more  than  two 
hundred.  Wishing,  however,  to  show  his  Excellency  how 
highly  I  esteemed  his  courtesy,  I  should  Iw  happy  if  he 
bestowed  on  me  only  one  of  tlio-te  rings  for  tlie  cramp,  which 
come  from  England  and  are  worth  tenpeiice.'  !  would  treasure 
that  .so  long  as  1  lived  in  remembrance  of  his  Excellency, 
togetlicr  with  the  honourable  message  he  had  sent  mc :  for 
I  con&idered  tliat  the  splendid  favours  of  his  Excellency 
had  amply  recompensed  my  pains,  whereas  that  paltr>'  stone 
insulted  them.  I'his  speech  annoyed  the  Duke  so  much  that 
he  sent  for  his  treasurer,  and  scolded  him  more  sharply 
than  be  had  ever  done  before.  At  the  same  time  he  gave  me 
orders,  under  pain  of  his  displeasure,  not  lo  leave  Penara 
without  duly  informing  him ;  and  conimatided  the  treastirer 
to  present  me  with  a  diamond  up  to  three  hundred  crowns  in 
value.  The  miserly  official  found  a  stone  rising  a  trifle  atxive 
sixty  crowns,  and  let  it  be  heard  tliat  it  was  wortli  upwards 
of  two  hundred. 

>  Amlta  4tl  gratukia.  >  meUl  rioj;  of  Ind  ind  copper,  tach  m  *m  nam 
WotD  in  luty  uailei  (he  name  oF  aixU*  di  t*liU. 
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Meanwhile  Messer  Alberto  returned  to  reason,  and  pro- 
vided me  with  all  1  had  demanded.  My  mind  was  made  up 
to  quit  Ferrara  witliout  fall  that  very  day ;  but  the  Duke's 
attentive  cliamberlain  arranged  with  Mcsser  Alberto  that  I 
should  get  no  hones  then.  1  had  loaded  a  mule  with  my 
bagsafie,  iiicludlni^  the  case  which  held  tlie  Cardinal's  iug 
and  bsksin.  iust  then  a  Ferrarese  nobleman  named  Messcr 
Alfonso  de'  Trotli  arrived,'  He  was  far  advanced  in  years, 
and  a  person  of  excessive  affectation  :  a  great  dilettante  of 
the  arts,  but  one  of  those  men  who  arc  very  difficult  to 
satisfy,  and  who,  if  they  cliance  to  stumble  on  something 
which  suits  their  taste,  exalt  it  so  in  their  own  fancy  that 
they  never  expect  to  see  tlie  like  of  it  again.  Well,  tliis 
Messer  Alfonso  arrived,  and  Messcr  Alberto  said  to  him : 
"  1  am  sorry  that  you  arc  come  so  late ;  the  jug  and  tiasin 
we  are  sending  to  tlie  Cardinal  in  France  have  been  already 
packed."  He  answered  that  it  did  not  signify  to  him  ;  aiid 
beckoning  to  his  servant,  sent  him  home  to  fetch  a  jug  in 
white  Faenzo  clay,  the  workmanship  of  which  was  very 
exquisite.  During  the  time  the  servant  took  to  go  and  re- 
turn, Mcsser  Alfonso  said  to  Messcr  Alberto :  "  I  will  tell 
you  why  I  do  not  care  any  longer  to  look  at  vases ;  it  is 
that  I  once  beheld  a  piece  of  silver,  antique,  of  such  twauly 
and  such  fmisli  tliat  the  human  imagination  cannot  possibly 
conceive  its  rarity.  Therefore  I  would  rattier  not  inspect 
any  objects  of  the  kind,  for  fear  of  spoiling  the  unique  im> 
pression  I  retain  of  that.  1  must  tell  you  that  a  gentleman 
of  great  quaUty  and  accomphshmenis,  who  went  to  Rome 
upon  matters  of  business,  had  this  antique  vase  sliown  to 
him  in  secret.  By  adroitly  using  a  lar£e  sum  of  money,  he 
briticd  the  person  in  whose  hands  it  was,  and  brought  it 
with  him  to  these  parts ;  but  he  kec|>s  it  jealously  from  all 
eyes,  m  ofder  that  the  Duke  may  not  get  wind  of  it,  fearing 
he  should  in  some  viray  be  deprived  of  his  treasure. "  While 
spinning  out  this  lengthy  yarn,  Messer  jVlfonso  did  not  look 
at  me,  because  we  were  not  previou^y  acquainted.     But 

Thii  fi»a  wu  ■  nMnba  «r  ■  very  notiU   Fnisrew  lunQj,  nd  mucli 
esteemnl  for  ba  officW  tabats. 
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when  that  precious  day  model  appeared,  he  displayed  it 
with  such  airs  of  ostentatioo,  pomp,  and  mountebank  cere- 
mony, that,  after  inspecting  it,  I  turned  to  &(c3scr  Alberto 
and  siiid  :  "  1  am  indeed  lucky  to  have  had  the  privilege  to 
8cettl"*  Mcsser  Alfonso,  quite  affronted,  let  some  con- 
temptuous words  escape  him.  and  exclaimed:  "Who  are 
you,  then,  you  who  do  not  know  what  you  are  saying?" 
1  replied :  "  Listen  for  a  moment,  and  afterwards  jud)<c 
which  of  us  knows  best  what  he  Is  saying  ? "  Tlicn  turning 
to  Messcr  Alberto,  who  was  a  man  of  great  gravity  and 
talent,  1  began  :  "  This  is  a  copy  from  a  tittle  silver  {(oblet, 
of  such  and  such  a  weight,  which  I  made  at  such  and  such 
a  time  for  that  charlatan  Maestro  Jacopo,  the  surgeon  from 
CuiM.  He  came  to  Rome  and  spent  six  months  there, ' 
during  which  he  bedaubed  some  scores  of  noblemen  and 
unfortmiate  gentlefolk  with  his  dirty  salves,  extracting  many 
thousands  of  ducats  from  their  pockets.  At  that  time  I 
oiade  for  him  this  vase  and  one  of  a  different  pattern.  He 
paid  mc  very  badly ;  and  at  the  present  moment  in  Rome 
all  the  minerable  people  who  used  his  ointment  are  crippled 
and  in  a  deplorable  state  of  health.'  It  is  indeed  great 
glory  for  me  that  my  works  are  held  in  such  repute  among 
you  wealthy  lords ;  but  1  can  assure  you  that  during  tltcse 
many  years  past  I  have  been  progressing  in  my  art  with  all 
my  might,  and  I  think  tliat  the  vase  I  am  taking  witli  nie 
into  France  is  far  more  worthy  of  cardinals  and  lungs  than 
that  piece  belonging  to  your  Uttle  quack  doctor. " 

After  I  had  made  tliis  speech,  Messer  Alfonso  seemed 
dying  with  desire  to  see  tlie  jug  and  basin,  but  I  refused 
to  open  tlie  box.  We  remained  some  white  disputing  the 
matter,  when  he  said  that  lie  would  go  to  the  Duke  and 
get  an  order  from  his  Excellency  to  have  it  shown  him. 
Then  Messer  Alberto  Bendedio,  in  the  high  and  mighty 
manner  which  belonged  to  him,  exclaimed :  "  Before  you 
leave  this  room,  Messer  Alfonso,  you  shall  see  it,  without 
employing  tlic  Duke's  influence."  On  hearing  these  words  I 
took  my  leave,  and  left  Ascanio  and  fagolo  to  show  it.  They 
told  me  afterwards  that  he  had  spoken  enthu»astically  in  my  ' 

'  Ptsr  itale  tlu  i*  r  hov/Julol     Led»nch^  irinilAIci  ihut:  "  Par  Dim  I  tj\ 
f  *  Itnglfabi  atit  jt  tai  vu  I"     1  Ihink  ('ellini  pnib*blj  meut  lo  but  (tul  b« 
lud  «epn  ii  be'oTc. 

*  Sec  >boTc,  book  L,  p.  47,  fot  thit  ito*;. 
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praise.  After  this  he  wanted  to  becnine  better  accjuaiiited 
with  mc  ;  but  1  was  wear>inK  to  Icivc  Ferrara  and  Ret  away 
from  all  its  folk.  The  only  advaiiL-iKes  I  had  enjoyed  there 
were  the  society  of  Cardinal  Salviati  and  the  Cardinal  of 
Ravenna,  and  the  friendship  of  some  ingeoious  musiciana ; ' 
no  one  else  had  been  to  me  of  any  good  ;  for  the  Fcrrarcse 
are  a  ver>-  avaricious  people,  greedy  of  their  neighbours' 
money,  however  they  may  Uy  their  hands  on  it ;  they  arc 
all  the  same  in  this  respect. 

At  the  hour  o(  twenty^wo  FL-iscIiino  arrived,  and  gave 
me  the  diamond  of  sixty  crowns,  of  which  I  spoke  above. 
He  told  me,  with  a  liang-dog  look  and  a  few  brief  words, 
that  I  mij{ht  wear  tt  for  his  Excellency's  sake.  I  replied  : 
"  1  will  do  so."  Then  putting  my  foot  in  the  stirrup  in  his 
presence,  1  set  off  upon  my  travels  without  further  leave- 
taking.  'The  man  noted  down  my  act  and  words,  and  re- 
ported them  to  the  Dtikc,  who  was  highly  incensed,  and 
showed  a  strong  mchiialion  to  make  me  retrace  my  steps. 


IX 

That  evening  I  rode  more  than  ten  miles,  always  at  a 
trot ;  and  when,  upon  the  next  day,  I  found  myself  outside 
tlie  Ferrareae  domain,  I  fcit  excessively  relieved ;  indeed  I 
bad  met  with  nothing  to  my  Uldng  there,  except  those  pea- 
cocks which  restored  my  health.  We  journeyed  by  the 
Monsanese,  avoiding  the  city  of  Milan  on  account  of  the 
apprehension  I  have  spoken  of ;  *  so  that  we  arrived  safe  and 
sound  at  Lyons.  Counting  Pagolo  and  Ascanio  and  a  ser- 
vant, wc  were  (our  men,  with  four  very  good  horses.  At 
Lyons  wc  waited  several  days  for  the  muleteer,  who  carried 
the  silver  cup  and  basin,  as  well  as  our  other  baggage ;  our 
lodging  was  in  an  abbey  of  the  Cardinal's.  When  the  mule- 
teer arrived,  we  loaded  all  our  goods  upon  a  IJItle  cart,  and 
then  set  off  toward  Paris.  On  the  road  wc  met  with  some 
annoyances,  but  not  of  any  great  moment 

■  Canlinol  OlovMinl  .Sftlviaii  nt  Archbishop  o(  Fcinn  :  Catilinal  Bene- 
d«UO  Accoltl,  Atchblthop  of  Kivmna,  wu  ibcn  it>xiae  at  Fctnn  ;  (he  oouit 
wu  bmou*  to  ill  axcrlknl  ordinln  knd  Ibratrical  diapbx  ofM  kindt. 

'  Ths  iWnudnMr  ii  the  .!/««/  Ctnit.  CcUini  lor^i  Uui  he  hu  noi  mea* 
tiuncd  Ihii  appt«fa«niioD  which  made  him  tura  a^iile  (torn  Milta.     It  may 


have  bt«Q  the  leu  of  plifnc,  oi  pEibap*  «f  Kime  cAonjr 
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We  found  the  Court  of  the  King  at  Fontana  Belid ;  *  there 
we  presented  ourselves  to  the  Cardinal,  who  provided  va  at 
once  with  lodftin^,  and  that  evening  we  were  comfortable. 
On  the  following  day  the  cart  turned  up ;  so  we  unpacked 
our  things,  and  when  the  CardtnaJ  heard  this  be  told  the 
King,  who  expressed  a  wish  to  see  me  at  once.  I  went  to 
his  Majesty  with  the  cup  and  basin  ;  tlien,  upon  entering 
his  presence,  1  kissed  his  knee,  and  lie  received  me  very 
graciously.  I  thanked  his  Majcj.ty  for  Iredng  me  from 
prison,  saying  that  all  princes  unique  for  generosity  upon 
this  earth,  as  was  his  Majestj'.  lay  under  special  obligations 
to  set  free  men  of  talent,  and  particularly  those  that  were 
innocent,  as  I  was ;  such  benefits,  I  added,  were  inscribed 
upon  the  book  of  God  before  any  other  good  actions.  The 
King,  while  I  w;>s  delivering  this  speech,  continued  listening 
till  tlte  end  witli  ttie  utmost  courtesy,  droppintl  a  few  words 
sucli  as  only  he  could  utter.  Then  he  took  the  vase  and 
l>asin,  and  exclaimed :  "  Of  a  truth  1  hardly  think  the 
ancients  can  hare  seen  a  piece  so  beautiful  as  this,  I  well 
remember  to  ha\-e  inspected  all  the  best  works,  and  by  the 
greatest  masters  of  all  Italy,  tmt  I  never  set  my  eyes  on 
anything  which  stirred  me  to  such  admiration,"  These 
words  the  king  addressed  in  F>encli  to  the  Cardinal  o( 
Fenaia,  with  many  others  of  even  warmer  praise  Then 
fa«  turned  to  me  and  said  in  Italian :  "  Bcnvenuto,  amuse 
yourself  for  a  few  days,  make  good  cheer,  and  spend  yoor 
time  in  pleasure ;  in  the  meanwhile  we  will  think  of 
giving  you  tlie  wherevrithaJ  to  execute  some  fme  works  of 
art  for  us." 


4 


The  Cardinal  of  Ferrara  saw  that  the  King  had  been 
vastly  pleased  by  my  arrival ;  he  also  judged  that  the  triltcs 
which  I  sliowed  him  of  my  liandicraft  had  encouraged  him 
to  hope  for  the  execution  of  some  considerable  things  he 
had  in  mind.  At  tliis  time,  however,  we  were  following  the 
court  with  the  weariest  trouble  and  fatigue ;  the  reason  of 
this  was  that  the  train  of  the  King  drags  itself  along  with 
never  less  than  i3,ooo  horse  behind  it ;  this  calculation 
the  very  lowest ;  for  when  the  court  is  complete  in  tii 

'  tl  i*  lima  thU  CcllUil  &l»«ys  itrila  Font>iaeble*iL 
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of  peace,  there  are  some  i8,ooa,  which  nukes  13,000 
than  the  aveni|{e.  Consequently  we  had  to  jouroey  after 
it  through  places  where  sometimes  there  were  scarcely  two 
houses  to  be  found ;  and  Clien  we  set  up  canvas  tents  Uko 
^pMCS,  and  suffered  at  times  vcr>'  Kt^cat  discomfort.  1 
therefore  kept  urging  the  Cardinal  to  put  the  King  in  mind 
of  emplopng  me  in  some  locality  where  I  could  slop  and 
work  The  Cardinal  answered  that  it  was  far  better  to  wait 
until  the  King  sliould  think  of  it  himself,  and  tliat  1  ought 
to  show  in>'self  at  times  to  his  Majesty  wliilc  he  was  at 
table.  This  1  did  then  ;  and  one  moniing,  at  bis  dinner, 
the  King  called  me.  He  began  to  talk  to  me  in  Italian, 
saying  he  had  it  in  his  mind  to  execute  several  great  works, 
and  that  he  would  soon  give  orders  wliere  I  was  to  labour, 
and  provide  me  with  all  necessaries.  These  communications 
he  mingled  with  discourse  on  divers  pleasant  matters.  The 
Cardinal  of  l^enara  was  there,  because  he  almost  alwajrs 
ate  in  the  morning  at  the  King's  table.  He  had  heard 
otir  convenatioD,  and  when  the  King  rose,  he  spoke  in 
my  favour  to  this  purport,  as  1  afterwards  was  informed : 
"Sacred  Majesty,  Uiis  man  Benvenuto  is  very  eager  to  get 
to  work  again ;  it  seems  almost  a  sin  to  let  an  artist  of  his 
alHlitiea  waste  his  time."  The  King  replied  that  he  had 
spoken  well,  and  told  bim  to  arrange  with  me  all  things  for 
my  support  according  to  my  wishes. 

Upon  the  evening  of  the  day  when  he  received  this  com- 
mission, the  Cardinal  sent  for  me  after  supper,  and  told  me 
Uiat  his  Majesty  was  resolved  to  let  me  begin  working,  but 
that  he  wanted  me  first  to  come  to  an  understanding  about 
my  appointments.  To  tliis  the  Cardinal  added  :  "  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  his  Majesty  allows  you  three  hundred  crowns 
a  year,  you  will  be  able  to  keep  yourself  very  well  indeed ; 
furthermore,  1  advise  you  to  leave  yourself  iji  my  hands,  for 
every  day  offers  the  opportunity  of  doing  some  service  in 
this  great  kingdom,  and  I  shall  exert  myself  with  vigour  tn 
your  interest."  Then  I  began  to  speak  as  follows :  '*  When 
your  most  reverend  lordship  left  me  in  Ferraia,  yoo  gave 
me  a  promise,  which  1  had  never  asked  (or,  not  to  bring  me 
out  of  Italy  before  I  clearly  understood  the  terms  on  wliich 
I  should  be  placed  here  with  his  Majesty.  Instead  of  send- 
ing to  commimicate  tliese  details,  your  most  reverend  lord- 
ship urgently  ordered  me  to  come  by  the  post,  as  if  an  art 
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like  mine  vr^s  c^tmed  on  post-haste.  Had  you  written  to 
tell  me  of  three  hundred  crowns,  as  you  have  now  spoken. 
I  would  not  have  Htirred  a  foot  for  twice  tliat  sum.  Never- 
tliclcss,  I  tliauk  God  and  your  most  reverend  lordship  for 
all  tilings,  seeing  God  has  employed  you  as  the  inatrumeot 
for  my  great  good  in  procuring  my  liberation  from  imprison- 
ment. Therefore  I  assure  your  lordship  that  all  the  troubles 
you  are  now  causing  me  fall  a  thousand  times  short  of  the 
great  good  which  you  have  done  me.  With  all  my  heart  I 
thank  you,  and  take  good  leave  of  you ;  wherever  I  may  be, 
80  long  as  I  Iiave  life,  I  will  pray  God  for  you."  The  Car- 
dinal was  greatly  irritated,  and  cried  out  in  a  rage  :  "Go 
where  you  choose ;  it  is  impossible  to  help  people  against 
their  will."  Some  of  his  good-for-nothing  courtiers  who 
were  present  said  :  "That  fellow  seta  great  store  on  himself, 
for  he  is  refusing  three  hundred  ducats  a  year."  Another, 
who  was  a  man  of  talent,  replied:  "The  King  will  never 
find  his  equal,  and  our  Cardinal  wanLt  to  cheapen  him,  as 
though  he  were  a  load  of  wood."  This  was  Messer  Luigi 
Alamanni  who  spoke  to  the  above  effect,  as  1  was  aftcrwardi 
informed.  All  this  happened  on  the  last  day  of  October,  ia 
Daupbintf,  at  a  castle  the  name  of  which  I  do  not  remember. 


XI 

On  leaving  tlie  Cardinal  1  repaired  to  my  lodginjt,  which  ■ 
was  tliree  mites  distant,  in  company  witli  a  secretary  of  the: 
Cardinal  returning  to  the  same  quarters.  On  tlie  rood,  tiiis ' 
man  never  stopped  a.<(king  me  what  I  meant  to  do  with 
myself,  and  what  my  own  terms  regardiitg  the  appointment 
would  have  been.  I  gave  him  only  one  word  back  for 
answer,  which  was  that — I  knew  alL  When  we  came  to 
our  quartern,  1  found  Fagolo  and  Ascanio  there  ;  and  seeing 
me  much  troubled,  they  implored  me  to  tell  them  what  was 
the  matter.  To  the  poor  young  men,  who  were  all  dis- 
mayed, 1  said  for  answer:  "To-morrow  I  shall  give  you 
money  amply  sufficient  for  your  journey  home.  I  mean 
myself  to  go  about  a  most  important  business  without  you, 
which  for  a  long  time  I  have  had  it  in  my  mind  to  tlo," 
Our  room  adjoined  that  of  the  secretary ;  and  I  think  it  not 
improba.ble  that  he  wrote  to  the  Cardinal,  and  informed  htm 
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of  my  purpose.  However,  1  never  knew  anything  for  cer- 
tain about  this.  'I1ie  night  passed  without  sleep,  and  1  kept 
wcar)ing  for  the  day,  in  order  to  cirrj-  out  my  resolution. 

No  sooner  did  it  dawn  tluin  I  ordered  out  the  horses, 
nude  my  preparations  in  a  moment,  and  gave  the  two  young 
men  everything  which  I  had  brought  with  me,  and  fifty 
ducats  of  gold  in  addition.  1  reserved  the  same  sum  for 
myself,  together  with  the  diamond  tlic  Duke  had  given  me ; 
I  only  kept  two  shirts  and  some  wcU-wom  riding-clothes 
which  I  had  upon  my  back.  1  found  it  almost  imiKWtible 
to  get  free  of  the  two  young  men,  who  insisted  upon  going 
with  me,  whatever  happened.  At  last  I  was  obliged  to 
treat  them  with  contempt,  and  use  this  language :  "  One  of 
you  has  his  first  beard,  and  tlie  other  is  jtist  getting  it ;  and 
both  of  you  have  learned  as  much  from  me  aa  I  could  teach 
in  my  poor  art,  so  that  you  are  now  the  first  craftsmen 
among  the  youths  of  Italy.  Are  you  not  ashamed  to  have 
no  courage  to  quit  this  go-cart,  but  must  aJways  creep  about 
in  teading-rtrings?  The  thing  is  too  disgraceful!  Or  if 
I  were  to  send  you  away  without  money,  what  would  you 
■ay  then  }  Come,  take  yourselves  out  of  my  sight,  and  may 
God  bless  you  a  thousand  times.     Farewell  I " 

1  turned  my  horse  and  left  Utcm  weeping.  Then  I  took  my 
way  along  a  very  fair  road  through  a  forest,  hoping  to  make  at 
least  forty  miles  that  day,  and  reach  the  most  out-of-the-way 
place  1  cmild.  I  had  already  ridden  about  two  miles,  and 
during  that  short  time  had  resolved  never  to  revisit  any 
ot  tliose  parts  where  I  was  known.  I  also  determined  to 
abandon  my  art  so  soon  as  I  liad  made  a  Christ  tliree  aibits  in 
height,  reproducing,  so  far  as  1  was  able,  tliat  infinite  beauty 
which  He  had  Himself  revealed  to  me.  So  then,  t>eing 
thoroughly  resolved,  1  turned  my  face  toward  the  Holy  Sepul- 
chre.' Jast  when  I  thought  1  had  got  so  far  Uiat  nobody 
could  find  me,  I  heard  horses  galloping  after.  They  filled 
me  with  some  uneasiness,  because  that  district  is  infested 
with  a  race  of  brigands,  who  bear  the  name  of  Venturers, 
and  are  apt  to  murder  men  upon  the  road.  Though  numbers 
of  them  are  hanged  every  day,  it  seems  as  though  they  did 
not  care.  However,  when  the  riders  approached,  I  found 
they  were  a  messenger  from  the  King  and  my  tad  Ascanio. 

*  See  ibo*«,  p.  >|3,  for  Catlini'i  tow  in  llie  Outle  of  S.  Aiicclcb 
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The  {ormer  came  up  to  ine  and  said :  "  From  the  King  I  o: 
you  lo  come  immediately  to  his  presence."  I  replied  :  "  You' 
have  been  sent  by  ttic  Cardinal,  and  for  tliis  reason  I  will  not 
come."  The  man  said  that  since  gentle  usaKe  would  not  bring 
me.  he  had  authority  to  raise  the  folk,  and  they  would  take  me 
bound  hand  and  foot  like  a  prisoner.  Ascanio,  for  his  part,  did 
all  he  could  to  persuade  mc,  reminding  me  that  when  the  King 
sent  a  man  to  prison,  he  kept  him  there  five  years  at  least 
before  he  let  him  out  again.  Tliis  word  about  the  prison, 
when  I  remembered  what  1  had  endured  in  Rome,  struck  siich 
terror  into  me,  that  1  wheeled  my  horse  round  briskly  and 
followed  tlic  King's  mcsacngcr.  He  kept  perpetually  cliattcr- 
ing  in  Frcnclj  through  all  our  journey,  up  to  the  very  precincts 
of  tlie  court,  at  one  time  bull>ing,  now  saying  one  thing,  thea 
another,  till  1  felt  iacllned  to  deny  God  and  the  world. 

XII 

On  our  way  to  the  lodgings  of  the  King  we  passed  be! 
those  of  the  Cardinal  of  Kcrrara.  Standing  at  his  door, 
he  called  to  me  and  said :  "  Our  most  Christian  monarch 
has  of  his  own  accord  assigned  you  the  same  appointments 
which  his  Majesty  allowed  the  painter  Lionardo  da  Vinci, 
that  is,  a  salary  of  seven  hundred  crowns ;  in  addition,  ha 
will  pay  you  for  all  the  works  you  do  for  liim ;  also  for: 
your  journey  hither  he  gives  you  five  hundred  golden  crowns, 
which  will  he  paid  you  before  you  quit  tliis  place."  At  the 
end  of  lhi:i  announcement,  1  replied  that  those  were  offers 
worthy  of  the  great  ICing  he  was.  The  messenger,  not  know- 
ing anything  .-ibout  me,  and  hearing  what  splendid  ofFers  had 
been  made  me  by  the  fCing,  begged  my  pardon  over  and  over 
again,  fagolo  and  Ascanio  exclaimed  :  "  It  is  God  who  has 
helped  us  to  get  tiack  into  so  honoured  a  go-curt!" 

On  the  d;iy  following  I  went  to  thank  the  King,  who 
ordered  nic  to  make  the  models  of  twelve  silver  statues, 
which  were  to  stand  as  candelabra  round  bis  table.  He  wanted 
them  to  represent  six  gods  and  six  goddesses,  and  to  have 
exactly  the  same  height  as  bis  Majcst}',  which  was  a  trifle 
under  four  cubita.  leaving  dictated  this  commission,  be 
turned  to  his  treasurer,  and  asked  whether  he  had  paid  me 
the  five  hundred  crowns.  The  official  siiid  tJial  he  had  re- 
ceived no  orders  to  tliat  effect    The  king  took  tins  very  lU, 
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(or  he  had  requested  the  Cardinal  to  speak  to  btm  about  it 
Puithermore,  he  told  mc  to  go  to  Paris  ami  seek  out  a  place 
to  live  in,  fitted  (or  the  execution  of  such  works  ;  he  would 
•ee  that  I  obtained  it 

I  Knt  the  live  tiiiiidred  crowns  of  gold,  aiid  took  up  my 
quarters  at  Paris  in  a  house  of  tlie  Cardinal  of  Fcrrara.  There 
1  began,  in  God's  name,  to  work,  and  fashioned  four  little 
waxen  models,  about  two-thirds  of  a  cubit  each  in  hcii^ht 
They  were  Jupiter,  Juno,  Apollo,  and  Vulcan.  In  this  while 
the  King  returned  to  Pahs  ;  whereupon  I  went  to  him  at  once, 
taking  my  models  with  mc,  and  my  two  prenlices,  Ascanio 
and  Pagolo.  On  perceiving  that  the  King  was  pleased 
with  my  work,  and  being  commissioned  to  execute  tlic 
Jupiter  in  stiver  of  (he  height  above  described,  I  introduced 
the  two  young  men,  and  said  that  [  had  t>TOught  tliem  with 
me  out  of  Italy  to  serve  his  Majesty ;  for  inasmuch  as  they 
had  been  brought  up  by  me,  I  could  at  tlie  beginning  get 
more  help  from  them  tlian  from  the  Paris  workmen.  To 
this  the  King  replied  that  1  might  name  a  salary  which 
I  thought  sufficient  for  their  maintenance.  I  said  that  a 
hundred  crowns  of  gold  apiece  would  be  quite  proper, 
and  that  I  would  make  them  earn  their  wages  welt.  This 
agreement  was  concluded.  Tlien  I  said  that  1  had  found 
a  place  which  seemed  to  me  exactly  suited  to  my  industry  ; 
it  was  his  Majesty's  own  property,  and  called  the  Little 
Nello.  The  Provost  of  Paris  was  then  in  pwcBiiop  of  it 
from  his  Majesty ;  but  since  the  Prtyvost  made  no  iise  o( 
the  castle,  his  Majesty  perhaps  might  grant  it  me  to 
employ  in  his  ser%-ioe,'  He  replied  upon  the  instant : 
"  That  place  is  my  own  house,  and  I  know  well  tliat  the 
in^n  I  gave  it  to  does  not  inhabit  or  use  it  So  you  shall 
have  it  for  tlie  work  you  have  to  do."  He  then  told  his 
lieutenant  to  install  me  in  the  Nello.  This  officer  made 
some  resistance,  pleading  that  he  could  not  cany  out 
the  order.  The  King  answered  in  anger  that  he  meant  to 
bestow  his  property  on  whom  he  pleased,  and  on  a  man 
who  would  serve  him,  seeing  tliat  he  got  nothing  from 
the  other;  therefore  he  would  hear  no  mare  atxnit  it 
The  lieutenant  tiien  submitted  that  some  small  force  would 
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have  to  be  employed  in  order  to  effect  zn  entrance, 
which  Ihe  King  answered :  "  Go,  then,  and  if  a  snail  fon 
U  not  enough,  use  a  great  one."j 

Tlie  officer  took  me  Immediately  to  the  castle,  and  tbei 
put  mc  in  possession,  not,  however,  without  violence ;  aft 
that  he  warned  me  to  take  very  good  care  that  1  was  not 
murdered.  I  installed  myself,  enrolled  serving- men,  and 
bought  a  quantity  of  pikes  and  partisans ;  iHit  I  remained 
tot  several  days  exposed  to  grievous  annoyances,  for  the 
Provost  was  a  great  nobleman  of  Paris,  and  all  the  other 
gentlefolk  took  part  against  me ;  tliey  attacked  me  with 
such  insults  that  1  could  hardly  hold  my  cywn  against 
them.  1  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  I  entered  the 
service  of  his  Majesty  in  the  year  1540,  which  was  exactly 
the  year  in  which  I  reached  the  age  of  forty. 


xni 

The  affronts  and  insults  I  received  made  me   have 
course  to  the  King,  begging  his  Majesty  to  estabtisli  me 
some   other  place.     He    answered :    "  Who   are   yon.    a 
what  is  your  name?"    I  remained  in  great  confudon,  and' 
could  not  comprehend  what  he  meant    Holding  my  tongue 
thus,   the   King   repeated   the   same  words  a  second  time 
angrily.    Then  I  said  my  name  u-as  Benventito.     "  If,  then, 
you  are  the  Bcnvenuto  of  whom  I  have  heard,"  replied  the  M 
King,  "act  according  to  your  wont,  for  you  have  my  ftillS 
leave  to  do  so."     I  told  bis  Majesty  that  all  I  wanted  vaa 
to  keep  bis  favour ;    for  the  rest,  1  knew  of  nothing  tliat 
could  harm  me.     He  gave  a  little  laugh,  and   said:    "Go 
your  ways,  tlien  ;   you  sliall  never  want  ray  favour."     Upon 
this  he  told  his  first  secretary,  Mon.tignor  di  Villerots,  to 
see  me  provided  and  accommodated  with  all  I  needed.' 

lliis  Villerois  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  Provost,  to 
whom  the  castle  had  been  given.  It  was  built  in  a  triangle, 
right  up  against  the  city  walls,  and  was  of  some  aniitiiiity, 
but  had  no  garrison.  The  building  was  of  considerable 
size.  Monsignor  di  Villerois  counselled  mc  to  look  atx>ut 
for  sometiiing  else,  and  by  all  means  to   leave  this  place 
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alone,  wcing  that  its  owner  was  a  man  of  net  pow«r,  wtio 
would  most  assuredly  have  mc  lulled.  I  answered  that  1 
had  come  from  Italy  to  France  only  tn  order  to  serve  that 
iUustrions  King ;  and  »  for  dying,  I  knew  for  certain  that 
die  1  inuHt ;  a  little  earlier  or  a  little  later  was  a  matter  of 
supreme  indifference  to  me. 

Now  Villerois  was  a  man  of  the  hi|thest  talent,  excep- 
tionally distinguished  in  all  points,  and  possessed  of  vast 
wealth.  There  was  nothing  be  would  not  gladly  have 
done  to  barm  me,  but  he  made  no  open  dcmonBtratioo  of 
his  mind.  He  was  grave,  and  of  a  noble  presence,  and 
spoke  slowly,  at  his  ease.  To  another  gentleman,  Monsignor 
di  htarmagna,  the  treasurer  of  l^-ingucdoc,  he  left  (he  duty 
of  molesting  me.'  The  first  thing  whicti  tliis  man  did 
was  to  look  out  the  best  apartments  in  the  castle,  and  to 
have  them  fitted  up  for  himself.  I  told  him  tliat  the 
King  bad  given  mc  the  place  to  serve  him  in,  and  that 
1  did  not  choose  it  should  be  occupied  by  any  but  myself 
and  my  attendants.  The  fellow,  who  was  haughty,  bold, 
and  spirited,  replied  that  he  meant  to  do  just  what  be 
liked :  that  1  should  run  my  head  against  a  wall  if  I 
presumed  to  oppose  bim,  and  that  Villerois  had  given  biro 
authority  to  do  what  he  was  doing,  I  told  him  that,  by 
the  King's  authority  given  to  me,  neither  he  nor  Villerois 
coidd  do  it.  When  I  Kiid  that  he  gave  vent  to  offensive 
language  in  French,  whereat  1  retorted  in  my  own  tongue 
that  he  lied.  Stung  with  rage,  he  dapped  his  hand  upon 
a  Ultle  dagger  which  he  had ;  then  I  set  my  hand  also 
to  a  large  dirk  which  I  always  wore  for  my  delcncc,  and 
cried  out :  "  If  you  dare  to  draw,  I'll  kill  you  on  the  spoL" 
He  had  two  servants  to  back  bim,  and  i  had  my  two  lads. 
For  a  moment  or  two  Miinnagna  stood  in  doubt,  not  know- 
ing exactly  what  to  do,  btit  rather  inchncd  to  mischief, 
and  muttering:  "I  will  never  put  up  witti  such  insults." 
Seeing  then  tliat  the  affair  was  taking  a  bad  turn,  I  took 
a  sudden  resolution,  and  cried  to  Pagolo  and  Ascanio : 
"When  you  see  me  draw  my  dirk,  throw  yourselves  upon 
those  terving-men,  and  kill  them  if  you  can  ;  I  mean  to 
kill  this  fellow  at  Uie  lirst  stroke,  and  then  v.-e  will  decamp 
together,  with  God's  grace."     Marmagna,  when  he  under- 
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my  ptupoee,  was  glad  enoagb  to  get  alive  oat  of  the 
castle. 

All  these  things,  toning  them  down  a  trifle,  I  wrote  to 
the  Citrdinal  o(  Ferrara,  who  related  them  at  once  to  the 
King.  The  fCing,  deeply  irritated,  committed  mc  to  the 
caie  of  another  officer  o(  his  bodyguard  who  was  named 
Monaignor  lo  Iscontro  d'Orbccli.'  By  him  I  was  accom- 
modated with  all  that  I  required  in  the  most  gracious  way 
imaginable. 

XIV 

After  fitting  up  my  own  lodgings  in  the  castle  and  the 
workshop  with  all  conveniences  for  carr>'ing  on  nty  busi- 
ness, and  putting  my  household  upon  a  most  respectable 
footing,  1  t>cgan  at  once  to  coastruct  three  models  exactly 
of  the  siiEc  which  the  silver  statues  were  to  be.  These 
were  Jupiter,  Vulcan,  and  Mars.  1  muulded  them  ;in  clay, 
and  set  them  well  up  on  irons ;  then  I  went  to  the  King, 
who  disbursed  three  hundred  pounds  weight  of  silver,  il  1 
remember  rightly,  for  the  commencement  of  the  under- 
takiog.  While  I  was  getting  these  things  ready,  we 
brought  the  little  vase  and  ova]  basin  to  completion,  which 
had  been  several  montlis  in  liand.  Tlien  I  had  them 
richly  gilt,  and  tliey  sliowed  like  tlie  finest  piece  of  ptate 
whicli  had  been  seen  in  France. 

Afterwards  1  took  them  to  the  Cardinal,  who  thanked 
me  greatly ;  and,  without  re<i)uesling  my  attendance,  carried 
aad  presented  them  to  the  King.  He  was  delighted  with 
the  gift,  and  praised  me  as  no  artist  was  ever  praised 
before.  In  return,  be  bestowed  upon  the  Cardinal  an 
abbe)'  worth  seven  thousand  crowns  a  >'car,  and  expressed 
his  intention  of  rewarding  mc  too.  The  Cardinal,  how- 
eyer,  prevented  him,  telling  his  Majesty  that  he  was  going 
ahead  too  fast,  since  I  had  as  yet  produced  nothmg  for 
him.  Tlie  King,  who  was  exceedingly  generous,  replied : 
"  For  that  very  reason  will  I  put  heart  and  hope  into  him." 
The  Cardinal,  ashamed  at  his  own  meanness,  said :  "  Sire, 
I  beg  you  to  leave  that  to  me ;  I  will  allow  him  a  pension 
of  at  least  three   hundred    crowns   when    I    have    taken 
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rptMMMkMi  of  the  abt>ey."     He  never  gave   me  anytbinj;: 
■nd  it  would  be  tedious  to   relite   all   tlie   knavish   tricks 
of  thii  prelate.     I  peeler  to  dwell   on   tualten  of  greater 
moinent. 
Wli 
lilt  K 


XV 


Wlicn  I  returned  to  PariB,  the  Rreat  (avour  shown  me  by 
tl)c  Kini;  made  me  a  mark  for  all  men's  admiralioR.  1  re- 
ceived the  lulvcr  and  began  my  vtattie  of  lupiier.  Many 
Joume>'men  were  now  in  my  employ ;  and  the  work  went 
onward  briskly  day  and  night ;  so  that,  by  Uie  time  1  had 
finished  the  day  models  ol  iuptler,  Vulcan,  and  Mars,  and 
bad  bct^in  to  get  the  silver  statue  forward,  my  workshop 
made  already  a  grand  show. 

The  King  now  came  to  Paris,  and  I  went  to  pay  him  my 
respects.  No  sooner  had  his  M;gc«ty  set  eyes  upon  me 
than  he  adlcd  me  cheerfully,  and  asked  U  I  bad  something 
fine  to  exhibit  at  my  lodging,  for  be  would  oome  to  inspect 
it  I  related  all  I  liad  been  doing;  upon  which  he  was 
•eixed  with  a  strong  deftire  to  come.  Accordingly,  after 
hiH  dinner,  be  set  off  with  Madame  de  Tam|>es,  tlic  Cardinal 
o(  Lorniiiie,  and  xtnie  other  of  his  greatest  ooblei,  among 
whom  were  the  King  of  N.ivarrc,  his  cousin,  and  the  Qtieen, 
bis  tiller  ;  the  Dauphin  :md  Dauphinesa  alao  attended  him  ; 
•o  that  u[Mn  tltat  day  the  very  Ikiwer  of  the  French  ocjurt 
Gune  to  visit  me.'  I  bad  been  some  time  at  home,  and  waa 
bard  at  work.  When  tlie  King  arrived  at  the  door  of  the 
castle,  and  heard  our  hammers  going,  he  biKle  his  company 
beep  silence.  Everytxidy  in  my  house  was  busily  emplo>'cd, 
■0  tlul  the  unexpected  entrance  of  his  Majesty  took  mc  by 
■urprise.  The  first  thing  he  saw  on  coming  Into  the  great 
ban  was  myself  witli  a  huge  plate  of  silver  in  my  hand, 
whicb  I  was  beating  (04-  the  txxly  of  my  Jupiter;  one  of 
my  men  was  finishing  the  tiead,  another  the  legs ;  and  it  la 
easy  to  imagine  wh.it  a  din  we  made  between  us.  It  hap- 
pened that  a  lilUe  French  lad  was  working  at  my  aide,  wlio 
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had  just  been  guilty  of  tome  trifling  blunder.  I  gave  the 
lad  a  kick,  and,  as  tny  good  luck  would  have  il,  caught  him 
with  my  foot  exactly  in  Uic  fork  between  his  legs,  and  sent 
him  spinning  several  yards,  so  that  he  came  stumbling  up 
against  the  King  precisely  at  the  moment  when  his  Majesty 
arrived.  The  King  was  vastly  amused,  but  I  felt  covered 
with  confusion.  He  began  to  ask  mc  what  I  was  engaged 
upon,  and  told  mc  to  go  on  working ;  then  he  said  that  he 
would  much  ratlier  have  me  not  employ  my  strength  on 
manual  labotu',  but  lake  as  many  men  as  I  wanted,  and  make 
them  do  tlie  rough  work ;  he  should  like  me  to  keep  myself 
in  healtli,  in  order  that  he  might  enjoy  my  services  through 
many  years  to  come.  I  replied  to  his  Majesty  that  the 
moment  I  left  off  workitig  I  sliould  (alt  ill;  also  that  my  art 
itself  would  su^er,  and  not  attain  tlie  mark  I  aimed  at  for 
his  Majesty.  Thinking  that  I  spoke  thus  only  to  brag,  and 
not  because  it  was  the  truth,  be  made  the  Cardinal  of  Lorraine 
repeat  what  he  had  said ;  but  I  explained  my  reasons  so 
fully  and  clearly,  that  the  Cardinal  perceived  my  drift ;  he 
then  advised  the  King  to  let  me  labour  as  much  or  httle  as 
Ilikcd. 


XVI 

Being  very  well  satisfied  with  what  be  had  seen,  tlie  King 
returned  to  his  palace,  after  beatouing  on  me  too  many  marks 
of  favour  to  be  here  recorded.  On  the  following  day  he 
sent  for  me  at  his  dinner-hour.  The  Cardicial  of  Ferrara 
was  there  at  meat  with  htm.  When  1  arrived,  the  King  had 
reached  his  second  course ;  he  began  at  once  to  speak  to 
me,  saying,  with  a  pleasant  cheer,  that  having  now  so  lirw 
a  basin  and  jug  of  my  workmanship,  he  wanted  an  equally 
handsome  salt-cellar  to  match  them ;  and  begged  me  to 
make  a  design,  and  to  lose  no  time  about  it.  1  replied : 
"Your  Majesty  shall  sec  a  model  of  the  sort  even  sooner 
than  you  have  commanded ;  for  while  I  was  making  the 
basin,  I  thought  there  ought  to  be  a  salt-cellar  to  match  it ; 
therefore  I  have  already  designed  one.  and  if  it  Is  your 
pleasure,  I  will  at  once  exhibit  my  conception."  Tlie  King 
turned  with  a  lively  movement  trf  surprise  and  pleasure  to 
the  lords  in  his  company— Uiey  were  tlic  King  of  Navarre, 
the  Cardinal  ot   Lorraine,  and  the  Cardinal   of   Ferrara — 
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cxcUiming  u  be  did  so :  "  Upon  my  word,  Ihii  i»  a  aian 
to  be  loved  and  chen*licd  by  every  oiic  who  knows  hJtn." 
Tlien  he  lold  me  itiat  he  woiiM  very  Kliully  kc  ray  model. 

1  set  off,  atid  returucd  in  a  few  mjtiulcs  ;  for  1  had  only  to 
cm«  tlie  river,  that  is,  t]ie  Seine.  1  carried  with  me  the 
wax  model  which  I  liad  made  in  Rome  at  the  Cardinal  of 
Fenara'*  request.  Wlien  1  appeared  again  before  tlie  King 
and  uncovered  my  piece,  he  cried  out  in  astonisliment : 
"litis  is  a  hundred  times  more  divine  a  thin^  than  I  had 
ever  dreamed  of.  What  a  miracle  of  a  man  I  He  ought 
never  to  stop  working."  Then  lie  ttinied  to  me  with  a 
beaming  countenance,  and  told  me  that  he  greatly  liked 
tlie  piece,  and  wished  me  to  execute  it  in  gold.  The 
C-udinal  of  Fenara  looked  me  tn  the  (ace,  and  let  me  under* 
stand  that  he  recognised  the  model  as  the  same  which  I  had 
made  for  him  in  Rome.  I  replied  that  I  had  already  told 
tiim  I  stiould  carry  it  out  (or  one  who  was  worthy  of  it 
llie  Cardinal,  rcmcmt>cring  my  words,  and  nettled  by  the 
revenge  be  thought  tJial  1  was  taJdng  on  him,  remarked  to 
the  King ;  "  Sire,  this  is  an  enormous  undertaking ;  I  am 
only  afraid  tliat  we  stiall  never  see  it  Bnishcd.  These 
able  artists  who  have  great  conceptions  in  their  brain  arc 
ready  enough  to  {>ut  tlic  same  in  ejcecution  without  duly 
considering  when  tliey  arc  to  be  aooomplLshe<l.  I  therefore, 
if  I  gave  commission  for  things  of  such  magnitude,  should 
like  to  know  when  I  was  likely  to  get  them."  The  King 
replied  that  if  a  nun  was  so  acrupulous  about  the  termina- 
Uon  oj  a  work,  he  would  never  begin  anything  at  all ;  these 
words  he  uttered  with  a  certain  look,  which  implied  Iliat 
wch  entcrpnses  were  not  lor  folk  of  little  spiriL  I  then 
began  to  say  my  say  :  "  Friticcs  who  put  heart  and  courage 
in  Uicir  •crvaiita,  aa  your  Majesty  does  by  deed  and  word, 
render  midcrtakings  of  tlie  greatest  magnitude  qitlte  easy. 
Now  that  God  has  vent  me  so  magnificent  a  patron,  1  hop«> 
to  perform  for  him  a  multitude  of  great  and  splcadtd  ounter- 
pieces."  "  I  believe  it,"  said  the  King,  and  roM  from  table. 
Tticn  he  called  me  into  his  chamber,  and  asked  how  much 
gold  WAS  wanted  for  the  aUt-ocItar.  "  A  thousand  Lrowni," 
I  answered.  He  called  his  treasurer  at  once,  who  was  ttie 
Vbcount  of  Orbcc.  and  ordered  bim  tliat  very  day  to  disburse 
to  me  a  thousand  crowns  oj  good  weight  and  old  gold. 

When  I  left  his  Uajesty,  1  weat  for  the  two  notaries  wbo 
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had  helped  mc  in  procuring  silver  for  tlie  Jupiter  and  many 
otiier  things.  Crossing  the  Seine,  I  then  took  a  small  hand- 
basket,  which  one  of  my  cousins,  a  nun,  had  given  me  on  my 
ioumcy  through  Florence.  It  made  for  my  good  fortune  that 
I  look  tliis  Ixtsket  and  not  a  bag.  So  then,  thinking  I  could 
do  the  business  by  daylight,  for  it  was  still  early,  and  not 
caring  to  interrupt  my  workmen,  and  being  indisposed  to 
lake  a  servant  with  mc,  I  set  ofif  alune.  When  I  readied 
the  bouse  of  tlte  treanirer,  I  found  that  be  had  the  money 
l^d  out  before  him,  an<l  was  selecting  the  best  pieces  as  the 
King  had  ordered.  It  seemed  to  mc,  however,  that  that 
thief  of  a  trciisurcr  was  doing  all  he  could  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  the  money  ;  nor  were  the  pieces  counted  out  ^. 
until  three  hours  after  nightfall.  ^| 

I  meanwhile  was  not  wanting  in  despatch,  for  I  sent  word  ^^ 
to  several  of  my  journeymen  that  they  should  come  and  attend 
mc,  since  the  matter  was  one  of  serious  importance.  When 
I  found  that  they  did  not  arrive,  I  asked  ttie  messenger  if  he 
had  done  my  errand.  Tlie  rascal  of  a  groom  whom  I  bad  sent 
replied  that  he  had  done  so,  but  that  they  had  ansirered  that 
they  could  not  come :  he,  however,  would  gladly  carr^-  the 
money  for  me.  1  answered  that  I  meant  to  carry  the  money 
myself.  By  this  time  the  contract  was  drawn  up  and  signed. 
On  the  money  being  counted,  I  put  it  all  into  my  little  basket, 
and  then  thrust  my  arm  through  the  twu  handles.  Since  I 
(lid  (his  witli  some  difficulty,  the  gold  was  well  shut  in,  and 
I  carried  it  more  conveniently  than  if  the  vehicle  had  t>een  a 
bag.  I  was  wdl  armed  with  shirt  and  sleeves  of  mail,  and 
having  my  sword  and  dagger  at  my  side,  made  ofi  along  tho 
street  as  quick  as  my  two  legs  would  carry  me. 


XVII 

]iist  as  I  left  the  house,  t  observed  some  servants  whis- 
pering among  Iticniselves.  who  also  went  off  at  a  round  pace 
in  another  direction  from  the  one  I  took.  Walking  with  all 
haste.  I  passed  the  bridge  of  the  Exchange,'  and  went  up 
along  a  wall  beside  the  river  which  led  to  my  lodging  in  the 
castle.     I  had  just  come  to  the  Augustines — now  this  was 

*  TIm  PdM  dg  Chaacc,  nplaoed  bjp  the  foDl  KevL 
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a  fwy  perilous  passafjc,  and  tl)Ouj<>i  it  was  only  five  himdrtrd 
paces  distant  Irom  my  dwelling,  yet  tlie  lodj^inK  in  the  castle 
being  quite  as  far  removed  inside,  no  one  could  have  heard 
my  voice  if  I  had  shouted— when  1  saw  four  men  with  four 
swords  in  their  hand*  advancing  to  attack  roeJ     My  rcsolu- 
tioQ  WW  taken  in  an  instant.    I  covered  ttic  Ixiskcl  with  my 
capCi  drew  my  sword,  and   seeing  that  they  were  pushing 
hotly  forward,  cried  aloud ;  "  With  soldiers  there  ia  only  the 
cape  and  sword  to  gain ;  and  these,  before  1  give  them  up, 
I  hope  you'll  get  not    much   to  )'Our  advantage."     Then 
crossing  my  sword  Iwldly   with   them,  I   more  than   once 
spread  out  my  arms,  in  cnder  lliat,  if  the  ruffians  were  put 
on  by  the  servants  who  had  seen  me  take  my  money,  they 
might  be  led  to  judge  I  was  not  aurringlt    Ttie  encounter 
was  soon  over ;  for  they  retired  step  by  step,  saying  among 
themselires  in  their  own  language  :   "  This  is  a  brave  Italian, 
and  certainly  not  the  roan  we  arc  after ;  or  if   he  be  the 
man,  he  cannot  be  carrying  anjthing. "    1  spoke  Italian,  and 
kept  harrying  them  with  thrust  and  sla&h  so  hotly  that  I 
narrowly  miesed  killing  one  or  the  other.     My  skill  in  using 
the  sword  made  them  think  1  was  a  soldier  rather  than  a 
(ellow  of  some  other  calling.    They  drew  toj^cther  and  began 
to  fall  l>ack,  muttering  all  the  while  bcne:ith  their  breath  in 
their  own  tongue.    1  meanwhile  continued  always  calling  out, 
but  not  too  loudly,  that  those  wIk)  wanted  my  cape  and 
blade  would  have  to  get  them  with  some  trouble.    Then  1 
quickened  pace,  while  they  still  followed  slowly  at  my  heels ; 
this  augmented  my  fear,  for  1  tbottght  J  might  t>c  falling  into 
an  ambuscade,  which  would  have  cut  me  oS  in  front  as  well  as 
rear.    Accordingly,  when  I  was  at  the  distance  of  a  hundred 
paces  from  my  home,  1  ran  with  all  my  might,  and  shouted 
at  the  top  of  my  voice  :    "To  anns,  to  arms  I  out  with  you, 
out  with  you  I    I  am  being  murdered.  "     In  a  moment  four 
of  my  young  men  came   running,  Witli  lour  pikes  in  their 
hands.    Tliey  wanted  to  pursue  the  mflians,  who  could  still 
be  seen ;   but  1  stopped  them,  calling  back  so  as  to  let  the 
villains  hear :     "  Those  cowards   yonder,  four  against  one 
man  alone,  had  not  pluck  enough  to  capture  a  tbousand 
golden  crowns  in  metal,  which  have  almost  broken  ttiis  arm 

■  The  eidumcDI  of  hii  tccollcctkm  nultci  Cellioi  (dckc  ibMi  nnidljr  bte^ 
hcrent  aboM  Uik  epMode.    The  UukUIm  hat  to  ooltcct  ih«  wtiok  imu  of  tlio 
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o/  mine.  Let  us  haste  inside  and  put  the  money  sway ; 
then  [  will  take  my  big  two-handed  sword,  aiid  go  with 
you  whithersoever  yon  Ukc. "  We  wcot  inside  to  secure  the 
j{old  ;  and  my  lads,  while  expressing  deep  concern  for  the 
peril  I  bad  run,  gently  chidcd  me,  and  said  :  "  You  risk 
jouneU  tno  much  alone  ;  tlic  time  will  come  when  you  will 
make  ua  all  bemoan  your  loss."  A  thousand  words  and  ex- 
clamations were  exchanged  Iwtwccn  us ;  my  adversaries 
took  to  flight ;  and  wc  all  sat  down  and  supped  together  with 
mirth  and  gladness,  laughing  over  those  great  blows  which 
fortune  strikes,  for  good  as  well  as  evil,  and  which,  what 
time  tliey  do  not  hit  the  mark,  arc  just  the  same  as  though 
they  had  not  happened.*  It  is  very  true  tliat  one  says  to 
oneself:  "You will  have  had  a  les;ton  for  next  time."  But 
that  is  not  the  case :  for  fortune  always  comes  upon  us  in 
new  ways,  ((uitc  unforeseen  by  our  iinagiDatioii, 


XVI  n 

Oo  the  morning  which  followed  these  events,  I  made  the 
first  step  in  my  vrotk  upon  the  great  salt-cetlar,  pressing 
this  and  niy  other  pieces  forward  witlt  incessant  industry. 
My  workpeople  at  this  time,  who  were  pretty  numerous, 
included  both  sculptors  and  goldsmiths.  They  belonged  to 
several  nations,  Italiiin,  French,  and  German  ;  for  1  took  the 
best  1  could  find,  and  changed  them  often,  retaining  only 
those  who  knew  their  business  well.  These  select  crafts- 
men i  worked  to  the  bone  with  perpetual  labour.  Tliey 
wanted  to  rival  me ;  but  I  had  a  better  constitution.  Con- 
sequently, in  their  inability  to  bear  up  againsl  such  a  con- 
tinuous strain,  they  took  to  eating  and  drinking  copiously ; 
some  of  the  Germans  in  particular,  who  were  more  skilled 
than  their  comrades,  and  wanted  to  march  apace  with  me, 
sank  under  these  excesses,  ;uid  perished. 

While  I  was  at  work  upon  tlic  Jupiter,  I  noticed  that  I 
bad  plenty  of  silver  to  spare.  So  I  took  in  hand,  without 
consulting  the  King,  to  make  a  great  two-handled  vase, 
about  one  cubit  and  a  half  in  height.     I  also  conceived  the 

'  Caiini't  philotopli;  i>  fummcd  up  in  Ibe  piovcfb  i  "  A  iniH  is  »  g'^od  m 
■  nilc" 
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notion  of  casting  .the  large  model  of  my  Jupiter  in  bronze. 
Ha\-ing  np  to  this  date  done  nothinR  of  tlie  sort,  1  conferred 
with  certain  old  men  experienced  in  that  art  at  Paris,  and 
dcscrit>cd  to  them  the  methods  in  use  with  ua  in  Italy. 
They  told  me  tliey  had  never  gone  that  way  about  the 
business  ;  but  that  if  I  gave  them  leave  to  act  upon  their 
own  prind]>tes,  they  would  bring  the  t>ronze  oot  as  clean 
and  perfect  as  the  cUy.  1  chose  to  strike  an  agreement, 
throwing  on  them  the  responsibility,  and  promisinK  several 
crowns  above  the  price  they  bargained  for.  Thereupon 
they  put  the  work  in  progress ;  but  1  soon  saw  tli.it  they 
were  going  the  wrung  way  about  It,  and  began  on  »iy  own 
account  a  head  of  Julius  Ca^H.ir,  bust  ajid  armour,  much 
larger  than  the  life,  which  I  modelled  from  a  reduced  copy 
of  a  splendid  antique  portrait  I  had  brought  with  me  from 
Rome.  1  also  undertook  anotJier  head  of  tlie  same  size, 
studied  from  a  very  handsome  girl,  whom  I  kept  for  my 
own  pleasttrM.  I  called  this  Poiitaineblcau,  after  the  place 
selected  by  the  King  for  his  particular  delight. 

\Vc  constructed  an  admirable  little  furnace  for  the  casting 
of  the  bronxe,  got  all  things  ready,  and  balced  our  moukis ; 
tliose  French  masters  undertaking  tlie  Jupiter,  while  I 
looked  after  my  two  heads.  Then  I  said :  "  1  do  not  think 
you  will  succeed  with  your  Jupiter,  because  you  have  not 
provided  suflicicnt  vents  beneath  for  the  air  to  circulate; 
tlicteforc  you  are  but  losing  your  time  an<l  trouble."  They 
replied  that,  if  their  work  proved  a  failure,  they  would 
pay  back  tlie  money  I  had  given  on  account,  and  recoup 
me  for  current  expenses ;  but  they  iKtde  cne  give  good 
heed  to  my  own  proceedings,'  for  the  fine  heads  I  meant 
to  cast  in  my  Italian  fashion  would  never  succeed. 

At  this  dbputc  between  us  there  were  present  the  Irea- 
sureis  and  other  gentlefolk  oommissioncd  by  the  King  to 
Bupciintcnd  my  proceedings.  Evcrjlhing  which  passed  by 
word  or  act  was  duly  reported  to  his  Majesty.  The  two 
old  men  who  had  undertaken  to  cast  my  Jupiter  postponed 
the  experiment,  saying  they  would  like  to  arrange  the 
moulds  of  my  two  heads.  Tliey  argued  llial,  acconling  to 
my  method,  no  suocess  eould   l>c  ex|)ccte<I,  and  it  was  a 

'  il/a  ih*  U  gmirJaui  tttt,  cJu,  ^v.    Ttiii  it  pcrbau  1  tf^  tAt*  h*dt  mt  mtt* 


j^iMi 


1l 


*M 


LIFE  OF  BKNVENUTO  CELLINI 


pity  to  waste  Euch  fine  models.  When  the  Kinj;  was  In- 
formed of  this,  he  suit  word  that  they  should  Rive  thdr 
minds  to  Icamtnit,  and  not  tr>'  to  teach  their  maxter. 

So  then  they  put  their  own  piece  into  the  fumnce  with 
much  laiiiihter ;  while  I,  maintaining  a  Einn  carriajfe,  sliow- 
inK  neither  mirth  nor  anger  (ttioiigh  I  felt  it),  placed  my 
two  hea<l3,  one  on  eacli  side  of  the  Jupiter.  The  metal 
came  all  right  to  melting,  and  we  let  it  in  with  joy  and 
gladness  ;  it  filled  the  mould  of  the  Jupiter  most  adioirabljf, 
and  at  the  same  time  my  two  heads.  This  famished  Qicm 
with  matter  for  rejoicing  and  me  with  satisfaction ;  for  I 
was  not  sorry  to  have  predicted  «Tongly  of  their  work, 
and  they  made  as  though  they  were  delighted  to  have 
been  mistaken  about,  mine.  Then,  as  the  custom  in 
France  is,  they  askt-d  to  drink,  in  high  good  spirits.  I 
was  very  willing,  and  ordered  a  handsome  collation  for 
their  entertainment.  When  this  was  over.  Uiey  requested 
me  to  pay  the  money  due  to  them  and  the  surplus  I  bad 
promised.  I  replied:  "You  have  been  laughing  over  what, 
I  fear,  may  make  you  weep.  On  reflection,  it  seems  to  me 
that  too  much  metal  Ro\ved  into  your  mould.  There- 
fore I  shall  wait  until  to-morrow  before  1  disburse  more 
money."  The  poor  fellows  swallowed  my  woids  and  chewed 
the  cud  of  them ;  then  they  went  home  without  further 
argument 

At  daybreak  they  began,  quite  quietly,  to  break  into  the 
pit  of  the  furnace.  They  could  not  uncover  their  large 
mould  until  they  had  extracted  my  two  heads ;  these  were 
in  excellent  condition,  and  they  placed  them  where  they 
could  be  well  seen.  When  they  came  to  Jupiter,  and  had 
dtifl  but  scarcely  two  cubits,  they  sent  up  such  a  ycU,  tbcy 
and  tlieir  four  workmen,  that  it  wcAk  me  up.  Fancying  it 
was  a  shout  of  triumph,  I  set  off  running,  for  my  t>edroom 
was  at  the  distance  of  more  than  five  hundred  paces.  On 
reaching  the  spot,  I  found  them  looking  like  the  guardians 
of  Christ's  sepulchre  in  a  picture,  downcast  and  terrified. 
Casting  a  hasty  glance  upon  my  two  heads,  and  seeing  they 
were  all  right,  I  tempered  my  annoyance  with  the  pleasure 
that  Bi^t  gave  me.  Then  they  began  to  make  excuses, 
crying :  "  Our  bad  luck  t "  1  retorted  :  "  Your  luck  has  l>ccn 
most  excellent,  but  what  has  been  indeed  buid  is  }-our 
dcftcicDcy  of    knowledge ;   had  1  only   seen   you   put   the 
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soul'  info  your  motild,  1  could  tiave  L-iughl  you  with  one  word 
how  to  cast  the  figure  witliout  fault.  This  would  have  brought 
mc  great  honour  and  you  mudi  profit  I  shall  be  able  to 
make  good  my  reputation  ;  but  you  will  now  lose  both  your 
honour  and  your  profit.  Let  then  this  lesson  teach  you 
another  time  to  work,  and  not  to  poke  fun  at  your  masters." 
They  prayed  me  to  have  pity  on  them,  confesstnti  I  was 
right,  but  pleadini;  that,  unless  I  helped  them,  the  costs 
they  had  to  t>ear  and  the  loss  they  had  sustained  would  turn 
them  and  their  families  upon  the  streets  a-begging.  I 
answered  that  if  the  King's  treasurers  obliged  them  to  pay 
according  to  their  contract,  I  would  defray  the  cost  out  <^ 
my  own  purse,  because  I  saw  that  they  had  honestly  and 
heartily  performed  their  task  according  to  tlieir  knowledge. 
This  way  of  mine  in  de.ilinK  with  them  raited  tlie  good-will 
of  the  King's  treasurers  and  other  officers  toward  me  to  a 
pitcli  which  cannot  l>e  describe<l.  The  whole  affair  was 
written  to  his  Majesty,  who  being  without  a  paraRon  for 
generosity,  gave  directions  that  all  I  ordered  in  this  matter 
should  be  done; 


XIX 

About  tliis  time  the  illustrious  soldier  Picro  Strozzl 
arrived  in  France,  and  reminded  tlie  King  that  he  had 
promised  him  letters  of  naturalisation.'  These  were  accord- 
ingly made  out ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  King  said : 
"  Let  them  be  also  given  to  Bcnvcnuto,  mon  ami,  and  take 
tlicm  immediately  to  his  house,  and  let  him  have  them 
without  the  payment  of  any  fees."  Those  of  the  great 
Strozzi  cost  him  several  htmdred  ducats  :  mine  were  brought 
me  bj  one  of  the  King's  chief  secretaries,  ktcs.ser  Antonio 
Masaone.*  This  gentleman  presented  tliem  with  many 
expressions  of  kindness  from  his  Klajcst}-,  saying :  "  The 
King  makes  you  a  gift  of  these,  in  order  that  you  may  be 

*  I  havt  her*  in&tlXMl  tb«  lUUaD  d«i'«M  Utcnll;  bf  the  EnctUh  word 
i*ii.  It  I*  ■  IGclinial  npnuion,  ugnifxing  the  blotk,  MmtwIuU  tmktlei  tbui 
the  BiouM,  which  knwM-fiMinden  initrl  hi  otdn  to  oblalD  a  bellow,  ukI  ux 
■  uilM  cut  ftiNn  the  MonUi  atiich  Ki««»  tonn  la  (hrii  liqoM  mcUL 

*  FSaro  m  Ibe  MM  of  flMppo  Slroni,  uid  th«  mcnl  aho  totl  th«  ta»Ute 
of  MonteoHHlo.  m  diMiUaiM  to  the  Vloteniine  kxm,  in  i }];. 

*  AMoine  leUafOk,  iMrcunr  to  Ma>|{*>«i«f  Naranc.  Il<  UiuUicd  ibr 
Ambwim  U  bei  loatance  inlo  French. 
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encourafied  to  serve  him  ;  they  are  letters  of  natiintlisation." 
Then  be  told  me  how  they  had  been  given  to  Ptero  Stiozzi 
at  bis  luiticular  request,  and  only  after  a  long  time  of  wait* 
ing,  as  a  special  mark  of  favour ;  Die  King  had  sent  mine 
of  his  own  accord,  and  such  an  act  of  grace  bad  never  been 
heard  of  in  that  realm  before.  When  1  heard  these  words, 
1  thanked  his  Majesty  with  heartiness;  but  I  begged  the 
•eeretary  to  have  the  kindness  to  tell  me  what  tetters  of 
naturalisation  meant.  He  was  a  man  accomplished  and 
polite,  who  spoke  Italian  excellently.  At  first  my  question 
made  him  laugh ;  then  he  recovered  his  gravity,  and  told 
me  in  my  own  language  what  the  papers  signified,  adding 
tliat  tbcy  conferred  one  of  the  highest  dignities  a  foreigner 
could  obtain:  "indeed,  it  is  a  far  greater  honour  than  to 
be  made  a  noblem.-in  of  Venice," 

When  he  left  me,  he  returned  and  tdd  hb  Majesty,  who 
laughed  awhile,  and  tlien  said  :  "  Now  I  wish  him  to  know 
my  object  in  sending  those  letters  of  naturalisation.  Go  and 
install  him  lord  of  the  castle  of  the  Little  Ncllo,  where  he 
lives,  and  which  is  a  part  of  my  demesne.  He  will  know 
what  that  means  better  than  he  understood  about  the  letters 
of  naturalist! on."  A  messenger  t>rought  mc  the  patent,  upon 
which  I  wanted  to  give  him  a  gratuity.  He  refused  to 
accept  it,  saying  that  his  Majesty  had  so  ordered.  These 
letters  of  naturalisation,  together  with  the  patent  for  the 
castle,  I  brought  with  me  when  I  returned  to  Italy  :  wher- 
ever I  go  and  wherever  I  may  end  my  days.  I  shall  endeavour 
to  preserve  them.' 


n 


XX 

I  shall  now  proceed  with  the  narration  of  my  life.  I  had 
on  hand  tlie  following  works  already  mentioned,  namely, 
the  silver  Jupiter,  the  golden  salt-cellar,  the  great  silver 
vase,  and  tlie  two  bronze  heads.  I  also  began  to  cast  the 
pedestal  for  Jupiter,  which  1  wrought  very  richly  in  bronze, 
covered  with  ornaments,  among  which  was  a  bas-relief,  re- 
presenting the  rape  of  Gan>'mede,  and  on  the  oUier  side 
Leda  and  the  Swan.  On  casting  this  piece  it  came  out 
admiralty.     I  also  made  another  pedestal  of  the  same  sort 

■  Tbc  iMtn  of  tuiturtlbBlUMi  cibu.  Sec  Bitmla.  ^  jS].  K«i  Ihe  Enwt 
li  (bt  OJlW,  (M  MJ^  p.  5S5. 
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for  tlie  statue  of  Juno,  intending  to  begin  tb3t  too,  if  the 
King  gave  mc  silver  for  the  purpose.  By  working  briskly 
I  had  put  together  the  silver  Jiijiiter  and  the  golden  salt- 
cellar ;  the  vase  was  far  advanced ;  the  two  bronze  heada 
were  finished.  I  had  also  made  sevetal  little  things  (or  the 
Cardinal  of  Ferrara,  and  a  small  silver  vase  of  rich  workman- 
ship, which  1  meant  to  present  to  Madame  d'Etampcs.  SevcT^ 
iL-itian  miblemcn,  to  wit,  Si^nor  Picm  Slroid,  the  Count  <jf 
Anguiltarri,  the  Count  of  Piligliano,  the  Count  of  MiraudoLi, 
and  many  others,  gave  me  employmeut  also.' 

For  my  great  King,  as  I  have  said,  1  had  been  working 
strenuously,  and  the  third  day  after  he  returned  to  I'aris,  lie 
came  to  my  house,  attended  by  a  crowd  of  his  chief  m^les. 
He  mar\'cllcd  to  find  how  many  pieces  I  had  advanced, 
and  with  what  cxcctlml  refills.  His  mistress,  Madame 
d'lCtampcs,  being  with  htm,  they  l>eeun  to  talk  of  Fontaine- 
bicau.  Slic  told  his  Majesty  he  ought  to  coounission  me  to 
execute  something  beautiful  (or  the  decoration  of  his  favourite 
residence.  He  answered  on  the  instant :  "  You  my  well,  and 
here  upon  the  spot  I  will  make  up  my  mind  what  I  mean 
him  to  do."  Theo  he  turned  to  me,  and  asked  me  what  I 
thought  would  be  appropiiale  for  that  beautiful  fountain.' 
I  suggested  several  ideas,  and  his  Majesty  expressed  his  own 
opinion.  Afterwards  he  said  that  he  was  going  to  spend 
fifteen  or  twenty  days  at  San  Cennano  del  Aia,*  a  place 
twelve  leagues  distant  from  Paris ;  during  his  absence  he 
wished  me  to  make  a  model  for  that  fair  fountain  of  hia 
in  the  richest  style  I  could  invent,  seeing  he  delighted  in 
that  residence  more  tlian  in  anj-lhing  else  in  his  whole 
realm.  Accordingly  he  commanded  and  besought  me  to  do 
my  utmost  to  produce  something  really  beautiful ;  and  I 
promised  that  1  would  do  sa 

When  the  King  saw  so  many  finished  things  before  him, 
be  exclaimed  to  Madame  d'Etampes :  "  I  never  h:id  an  artist 
who  pleased  me  more,  nor  one  who  deser^'ed  better  to 
be  well  rewarded  ;   we  must  contrive  to  keep  him  with  us. 

*  AoKuiUuK  ami  Piliriuno  «r«re  6th  of  two  Kpu«I<  btanchc*  of  th«  Oniol 
famOy.  TIn  ItCFaM  of  Fkolnl  ll>nt  Inritihip  of  Minndola  in  r;}6.  whm 
GsleaUe  Pfeo  look  tcfn^  wkk  kl*  *oni  in  Fiue«.  Hit  desomlanu  rawwoJ 
ihdr  koM  npoa  tbe  M,  which  wm  cfccicil  into  m  ihKhjr  in  1619. 

'  />-fMtfta  ititt/mu.  line,  aad  hclow,  Ccltini  alit%  op  Pcolainclilnia 
»ai  tlie  ipikif  *hlek  gate  lu  eane  to  the  placr. 

*  &  CcimilB  en-I^je  li  not  »»  (» liom  Ptrii  m  CclUnI  Iboucht 
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He  spends  freely,  is  a  Ixxm  coin]>»tnon.  and  woflts  hard ; 
we  must  tliererore  take  good  tbouf(lit  lot  him.  Only  tlUnk. 
madam,  all  the  times  that  he  has  come  to  m«  or  that  1  have 
come  to  him,  he  has  never  once  asked  for  anylhins;  one 
can  sec  that  bis  heart  is  entirely  devoted  to  bis  work.  We 
ought  to  make  a  point  of  doing  something  for  him  quickly, 
else  we  run  a  risk  of  losing  him."  Madame  d'Etampcs 
answered:  "I  will  be  sure  to  remind  you."  Then  they 
departed,  and  in  addition  to  the  things  I  had  begun,  I  now 
look  the  model  of  the  foantaia  in  band,  at  which  1  work«d 
assiduously. 

XXI 

At  tlic  end  of  a  montli  and  a  half  the  Kins  returned  to 
Paris ;  and  I,  who  had  been  working  day  and  night,  went 
to  present  myself  before  him,"  taking  my  model,  so  well 
blocked  out  that  my  intention  could  be  clearly  understood. 
Just  aboul  that  time,  the  de\'ilries  of  war  t>etween  the  Em- 
peror and  King  had  been  stirred  up  again,  so  that  1  found 
him  much  harassed  by  anxieties.'  1  spoke,  however,  with 
the  Cardinal  uf  Ferrara,  saying  I  bad  tirought  some  models 
which  his  Majesty  had  ordered,  and  begging  him.  if  be 
found  an  opportunity,  to  put  in  a  word  whereby  1  mijibt 
be  able  to  exhibit  tlicm  ;  the  King.  I  thoui<lit.  would  take 
much  pleasure  in  their  sight  Tliis  the  Cardinal  did  ;  and 
no  sooner  had  he  spoken  of  the  inodelit,  than  the  Kinft 
came  to  tlie  place  where  I  had  set  them  up.  The  first  ot 
these  was  intended  for  tlie  door  of  tlic  palace  at  Fontaine- 
bleau.  1  had  been  obUged  to  make  some  alterations  in  the 
architecture  of  this  door,  which  was  wide  and  low,  in  Uieir 
vicious  French  style.  The  opening  was  very  nearly  square, 
and  above  it  was  a  hemicycle,  fattened  Ukc  the  handle  of 
a  basket ;  here  the  King  wanted  a  ftgiu-e  placed  to  repre- 
sent the  genius  of  Fontainebteau.  I  corrected  the  propor- 
tions of  the  doorway,  and  placed  above  it  an  exact  half 
circle :  at  tlie  sides  1  introduced  projections,  with  socles 
and  coniiccs  properly  corresponding :  then,  instead  of  the 
columns  demanded  by  Uiis  disposition  of  parts,  I  fashioned 
two  satyts,  one  upon  eacb  side.    The  first  of  these  was  in 

'  CcUIsI  refer*  to  ibe  reae*i]  ol  bottilitits  in  Ma;  154a. 
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somewhat  more  than  half-rclid,  lifting  one  hand  to  support 
tlic  cornice,  and  holding  a  thick  club  in  tlie  other;  his  Lice 
was  fieo'  ^"d  menacing,  iastUlin([  fear  into  the  beholders. 
The  other  had  the  same  posture  of  suiiport ;  but  I  varied 
his  features  and  some  other  details;  in  his  hand,  for  in- 
stance, he  held  a  taili  with  three  balls  attached  to  chains. 
Though  I  call  them  satyrs,  they  showed  nothing  of  the 
satyr  except  little  homs  and  a  goatish  head  ;  a]l  the  rest  of 
their  form  was  human.  In  the  lunette  above  I  placed  a 
female  figure  lying  in  an  attitude  of  noble  grace ;  she  rested 
her  left  arm  on  a  stag's  neck,  this  animal  being  one  of  the 
King's  emblems.  On  one  side  J  worked  little  fawns  in 
half  relief,  will)  some  wild  boars  and  otlier  Ramc  in  lower 
relief ;  on  tlte  other  side  were  hounds  and  divers  dogs  oi 
the  chase  of  several  si>cctes,  such  as  may  t>e  seen  in  tliat 
fair  forest  where  tlic  fountain  springs.  Tlie  whole  of  this 
composition  \vas  enclosed  in  an  oblong,  eacli  angle  of 
which  contained  a  Victory  in  ba»-rclicf,  holding  torches 
after  the  manner  of  the  ancients.  Abore  the  oblong  was 
a  salamander,  the  King's  particular  device,  with  many  otlier 
ornaments  appropriate  to  the  Ionic  architecture  of  the 
whole  design. 


XXll 

When  tlie  King  bad  seen  this  model,  it  restored  him  to 
dieerfulness.  and  distracted  his  mind  from  the  fatiguing 
deliates  he  had  been  holding  during  the  past  two  hours. 
Seeing  him  cheerful  as  I  wislied,  I  uncovered  the  other 
model,  which  he  was  far  from  expecting,  since  he  not  un- 
reasonably judged  that  the  first  had  u-ork  in  it  enough. 
This  one  was  a  little  higher  tlian  two  cubits ;  it  figured  a 
fountain  shaped  in  a  perfect  square,  with  handsome  steps 
all  round,  intersecting  each  other  in  a  way  which  was  un- 
known 111  France,  and  is  indeed  Ter>'  uncommon  in  Italy. 
In  the  middle  of  the  fountain  I  set  a  pedestal,  projectinR 
somewhat  above  the  margiu  of  the  basin,  and  upon  tliis 
a  Dude  male  figure,  of  the  right  proportion  to  the  whole 
design,  and  of  a  very  graceful  form.  In  his  right  hand  he 
raised  a  broken  lance  on  high  ;  his  left  hand  rested  on  a 
•dmltar ;  he  was  poised  upon  the  left  foot,  the  right  toeing 
supported  by  a  helmet  o(  the  richest  imaginable  workman- 
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sbip.    At  each  of  the  four  angles  of  the  fountain  a  figi 
was  sitting,  mised  alwvi-  Ihc  level  of  tlie  b.-ite.  and  accom- 
panied t)y  many  tie^iiitiful  and  appropriate  emblems. 

The  King  licgan  liyxiking  me  what  I  meant  to  represent 
hy  tlie  fine  fancy  1  had  embodied  in  tliis  design,  saying 
tliat  he  had  understood  the  door  without  exphination,  but 
that  he  could  not  take  the  conception  of  my  fountain, 
although  it  seemed  to  him  most  beautiful ;  at  the  same  time, 
he  knew  well  thnl  1  was  not  like  those  foolish  folk  who  turn 
out  something  with  a  kind  of  grace,  but  put  no  intention 
into  their  periormances.  I  then  addressed  myself  to  tlie  task 
of  ex|X>sition ;  for  liaving  succeeded  in  pleasing  him  with  my 
work,  I  wanted  him  to  be  no  less  pleased  with  my  discourse. 
"  Let  me  Inform  your  sacred  Majesty,"  I  thus  began,  "  that  the 
whole  of  Uiia  model  is  so  exactly  made  to  scale,  that,  if  it 
should  come  to  being  executed  in  the  large,  none  of  its  grace 
and  hghtncss  will  be  sacrificed.  The  figure  in  the  middle  ia 
meant  to  stand  tifty-four  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ground." 
At  this  announcement  the  King  made  a  sign  of  surprise. 
"  It  is,  moreover,  intended  to  represent  the  god  Mars. 
The  other  figures  embody  those  arts  and  sciences  in  which 
your  Majesty  takes  pleasure,  and  which  you  so  generously 
patronise.  This  one,  upon  the  right  hand,  is  designed  for 
Learning  ;  you  will  observe  that  tlie  accompanying  emblems 
indicate  Philosophy,  and  her  attendant  branches  of  know- 
ledge. By  the  next  1  wished  to  personify  the  whole  Art 
of  Dewgn,  including  Sculpture,  Painting,  and  Architecture. 
The  third  is  Music,  whicti  cannot  be  omitted  from  the  sphere 
of  intcUeclual  culture.  That  other,  with  so  gracious  and 
bCTiign  a  mien,  stands  for  Generosity,  Lacking  which  the 
mental  gifts  bestowed  on  us  by  God  will  not  be  brought  to 
view.  I  have  attempted  to  portray  your  Majesty,  your  very 
self,  in  the  great  central  statue  ;  for  you  are  truly  a  god  Mant, 
tlie  only  brave  upon  this  globe,  and  all  your  bravery  you  use 
with  justice  and  with  piety  in  the  defence  of  your  own  glory." 
Scarcely  had  he  allowed  me  to  finish  this  oration,  when  he 
broke  forth  with  a  strong  voice  :  "  Verily  I  have  found  a  man 
here  after  my  own  heart"  Then  he  cilled  the  treasurers 
who  were  appointed  for  my  supplies,  and  told  them  to 
disburse  whatever  1  required,  let  the  cost  be  what  it  might. 
Next,  he  laid  his  hand  upon  my  shoulder,  saying :  "  Hon  ami 
(which  b  the  same  as  myfrunJ),  1  know  not  whether  Uie  plca< 
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sure  be  greater  for  the  prince  who  finds  a  inan  after  his  own 
heart,  or  for  the  artist  who  AikIs  a  prince  willing  to  fumlsli 
hiin  with  mean§  for  carrj'inK  out  his  great  ideas."  I  answered 
that,  if  1  was  really  the  mau  his  Majesty  described,  my  good 
fortune  was  by  far  the  greater,  lie  answered  laughingly  : 
"  Let  un  agree,  then,  that  our  hu:li  is  equal !  "  Then  I  departed 
in  tJic  highest  spirits,  and  went  tuck  to  my  work. 


XXIII 

My  ill-luck  willed  that  I  was  not  wide-awake  enough  to  play 
the  hke  comedy  with  Madame  d'tltimpes.  'Itiat  evening, 
when  she  beard  the  whole  course  of  events  from  the  King's 
own  lips,  it  bred  si»ch  poisonous  fury  in  her  breairf  Ihat  vlie 
exclaimed  with  anger : "  IE  Benvenulo  had  sliown  me  thoseiftne 
thingBOf  his,  he  would  have  given  mc  some  reason  to  be  mind- 
ful of  him  at  tlie  proper  moment."  Tlie  King  sought  to  excuse 
me,  but  he  made  uo  impression  on  her  temper.  Being  in- 
formed of  what  had  jussed,  1  waited  liflecn  days,  during  which 
they  made  a  tour  through  Normandy,  visiting  Rouen  and 
Diepiie  ;  then,  when  they  returned  to  S.  Germain-en- Laye,  I 
toc^  the  handsome  little  vase  whicli  I  had  made  at  the  request 
of  Madame  d'Etampes,  hoping,  if  I  gave  it  her,  to  recover  tlic 
favour  1  had  lost.  With  tliis  in  my  hand,  then,  I  announced 
my  presence  to  her  nurse,  and  showed  the  i^ift  which  I  bad 
brought  her  mistress ;  the  woman  received  mc  witli  demon- 
strations of  good-wil],and  said  tlial  she  would  speak  a  word  to 
Madame,  who  was  still  engaged  u[)on  her  toilette  ;  I  should 
be  admitted  on  the  instant,  when  she  bad  discharged  her 
embassy.  The  nurse  made  her  report  in  full  to  Iktadamc, 
who  retorted  scornfully:  "Tell  him  to  wait."  On  hearing 
this,  1  clothed  myself  with  patience,  whicli  of  all  things 
I  lind  the  most  diGScult  Neverttieless,  I  kept  myself  under 
control  until  tlie  hour  for  dinner  was  j>ast.  Then,  seeing  that 
lime  dragged  on,  and  being  maddened  by  hunger,  I  could 
no  longer  hold  out,  tmt  dung  off,  sending  her  most  devoutly 
to  the  devil. 

I  next  betook  myself  to  the  Cardinal  of  Lorraine,  and 
made  htm  a  present  of  the  vase,  only  petitioning  his 
Bminence  to  maintain  me  in  the  King's  good  graces.  He 
•aid  there  was  no  need  for  tliis ;  and  if  there  were  need  he 
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would  Kladly  spe.tk  for  me.  Then  he  callcil  Iiis  treasurer, 
and  whiqiered  a  tcv/  words  in  his  ear.  The  treasurer 
waited  till  I  took  my  leave  of  tlie  Cardinal ;  after  which  he 
said  to  me  :  "  Bcnvcnuto,  come  with  me,  and  I  will  give  you 
a  glass  of  good  wine  to  drink,"  1  answered,  not  understand- 
ing what  he  meant :  "  P"or  Heaven's  sake,  Mr.  Treasurer,  let 
me  have  but  one  glass  of  wine  and  a  mouthful  of  bread ;  for 
I  am  really  fainting  for  want  of  food,  i  have  fasted  since 
early  this  morning  up  to  the  present  moment,  at  the  door 
of  Madame  d'Etampes ;  I  went  to  give  her  that  fine  piece 
oi  silver-gilt  plate,  and  took  pains  that  she  would  be  in- 
formed of  my  intention ;  but  she,  with  the  mere  petty  will 
to  vex  me,  bade  me  wait ;  now  1  am  famished,  and  (eel  my 
forces  failing ;  and,  as  God  willed  it,  I  have  bestowed  my 
gilt  and  latMur  upon  one  who  is  far  more  wortliy  of  them. 
I  only  crave  of  you  something  to  drink ;  for  being  rather 
too  bilious  by  nature,  fast  upsets  mc  so  that  I  run  the  risk 
now  of  falling  from  exhaustion  to  the  esLrth."  While  I  was 
pumping  out  these  words  with  difficulty,  they  brought  some 
adnuiable  wine  and  otlier  delicacies  for  a  hearty  meal.  I 
refreshed  myself,  and  having  recovered  my  vital  spirits, 
found  that  my  exasperation  bad  departed  from  me. 

The  good  treasurer  handed  me  a  hundred  crowns  in  gold. 
I  sturdily  refused  to  accept  them.  He  reported  this  to 
the  Cardinal,  who  swore  at  him,  and  told  him  to  make  me 
fcike  the  money  by  force,  and  not  to  show  himself  a^ain 
till  he  liad  done  so.  The  treasurer  returned,  much  irritated, 
saying  he  had  never  been  so  scolded  before  by  the  Cardinal  t 
but  when  he  pressed  tlie  crowns  upon  me,  I  still  offered 
some  resistance.  Then,  quite  angry,  he  said  he  would 
use  force  to  make  mc  take  them.  So  I  accepted  tlie  money. 
Wlien  I  wanted  to  thank  the  Cardinal  in  person,  he  sent 
word  by  one  of  his  secretaries  that  he  would  gladly  do  mc 
a  service  whenever  the  occasion  offered.  I  returned  the 
same  evening  to  Paris.  The  King  beard  the  whole  history, 
and  Madame  d'Etampes  was  well  laughed  at  in  their  com- 
pany.  This  increased  her  animosity  against  mc,  and  led 
to  an  attack  upon  my  life,  of  which  1  shall  speak  in  the 
proper  time  and  place. 
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Far  b»ck  in  my  autobiography  1  ought  to  have  recorded 
the  friendship  which  I  won  with  the  most  cultivated,  the 
most  affectionate,  and  tlie  most  compcuiionaMe  man  of 
worth  I  ever  knew  in  this  \vorld.  He  was  Messer  Guido 
Gtddi,  an  able  physician  and  doctor  of  medicine,  and  a 
nobleman  of  Florence.'  The  infinite  troubles  brouRht 
upon  me  by  my  evil  fortune  caused  me  to  omit  tlic  mention 
of  him  at  an  earlier  date ;  and  tbouf^h  my  remembrance 
may  l>e  but  a  tril3e,  I  deemed  it  sufTtcient  to  keep  htm 
alwa>-s  in  my  heart  Yet,  finding  that  the  diama  of  my 
life  requires  his  presence,  I  shall  introduce  him  here  at 
the  moment  of  my  greatest  trials,  in  order  that,  as  he  was 
then  my  comfort  and  support,  I  may  now  recall  to  memory 
the  good  he  did  me.* 

Well,  Uien.  Messer  Guido  came  to  Paris ;  and  not  long 
after  maldng  his  acquaintance,  I  took  him  to  my  castle, 
and  there  assigned  liim  his  own  suite  of  apartments.  We 
enjoyed  our  lives  together  in  that  place  for  several  years. 
The  Bisliop  of  Favia,  that  ia  to  say,  htoDSignon  de'  Rossi, 
brother  of  the  Count  of  San  Sccondo,  abo  airivcd.'  TIjis 
gentleman  I  r<cmove<l  from  his  hotel,  and  took  him  to  my 
castle,  assigning  him  in  like  manner  his  own  suite  oi 
apartments,  where  he  sojourned  many  months  with  serving- 
men  and  horses.  On  anotlier  occasion  I  lodged  Messer 
Luigi  Alamanni  and  his  sons  for  some  months.  It  vm 
indeed  God's  grace  to  me  that  I  should  thus,  in  my  poor 
station,  be  able  to  render  services  to  men  of  great  position 
and  acquirements. 

But  to  return  to  Messer  Guido.  We  enjoyed  our  mutual 
(riendsbip  during  all  the  j-cars  1  st-i)'ed  in  Paris,  and  often 
did  we  exult  together  on  t>eing  able  to  advance  in  art  and 

'  Soeef  nhlbnoGniiliuKlCwiinaL,  >  danehlet  otDomenico  Ghiilaadaio. 
Fninfoli  I.  Mnl  tfi  him  xoine  time  licfoie  i  j^j,  appointed  hhn  hit  nwn  vhj- 
dciuii  >ncl  prnfetur  of  meibcine  in  the  Kiijru  Collcfc  He  relanlcd  10 
namiOT  le  154S. 

■  Q^i  mi  faitim  wumfna  di  ftuS  int.  Tldt  k  otaeon.  Qiitt  i4Mt  aof 
mran  tAt  iaffiimi  tf  Xit  fritndAip. 

'  W(  1ht«  alrwdjr  nel  with  him  in  lb«  Cxille  of  S.  As(;fIo.  Hit  bralhci, 
the  Covmt,  WM  smcnl  to  ih«  Ftotcli  atnif.  Tku  bnuj^i  the  Biibop  to 
PuM.  wbtaee  be  tetaraed  to  IttJf  Is  154J, 
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knowlettKc  at  tlie  c»Nt  o(  Uiat  so  f{reut  and  Adminible  prince, 
our  patron,  eacli  in  his  own  branch  of  industry.  I  can 
Uidecd,  and  with  good  conscience,  affirm  tliat  all  I  ain, 
whatever  of  good  and  beautiful  1  have  produced,  all  ihia 
must  be  ascribed  to  that  extraordinary  monarch.  So,  then, 
I  will  resume  the  thread  of  my  discourse  concerning  btm 
and  the  great  things  I  wrought  (or  hiin. 


XXV 

I  had  a  tennis-courl  in  my  castle,  from  which  I  drew 
connderable  profit.  Tltc  building  also  contained  some  little 
dweUiugs  inhabited  by  different  sorts  of  men,  among  whom 
was  a  printer  of  books  of  much  excellence  in  his  own  trade. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  his  premises  lay  inside  the  castle,  and 
he  was  the  man  who  printed  Messer  Guido's  first  line  book 
on  medicine.'  Wanting  to  make  use  o(  his  lodging,  I  turned 
him  out,  but  not  without  some  trouble.  There  was  al$o  a 
manufacturer  of  saltpetre  ;  and  when  I  wished  to  assign  his 
apartments  to  some  of  ray  German  workmen,  the  fellow 
refused  to  leave  tlie  place.  I  asked  him  over  and  over  again 
in  gentle  terms  to  give  me  up  my  rooms,  because  I  wanted 
to  employ  them  for  my  workpeople  in  tlie  service  of  the 
King,  nic  more  moderately  1  spoke,  the  more  arrogantly 
did  the  brute  reply ;  till  at  last  I  gave  him  three  days'  notice 
to  quit.  He  laughed  me  in  the  face,  and  said  that  he  would 
begin  to  think  of  it  at  the  end  of  three  years.  1  had  not 
then  learned  tliat  he  was  tmder  the  protection  of  Madame 
d'Etampes;  but  had  it  not  been  tliat  tlie  terms  on  which  1 
stood  toward  tliat  lady  made  me  a  little  more  circumspect 
than  I  was  wont  to  be,  1  should  have  ousted  htm  at  once  ; 
now,  however,  I  thought  it  best  to  keep  my  temper  (or 
three  days.  When  the  term  was  over,  I  said  nothing,  but 
took  Germans,  Italians,  and  Frenchmen,  bearing  arms,  and 
many  hand-labourers  whom  I  had  in  my  employ,  and  In 
a  short  while  gutted  all  his  house  and  flung  his  property 
outside  my  castle.  I  resorted  to  these  somewhat  rigoroos 
measure*  because  be  had  told  me  that  no  Italian  whom  he 

'  CiirKTgit  t  Graro  if  Laiintim  CmK-trta,  fi-ft  VUU  F!tn»tim«  mltrfrtU, 
A^.  Kiriidi'-ai  nim  Galimui  Ijtltti^  ParUitntm,  frid.  C*/.  Mm,  1544, 
So  thii  {iilntci  wu  Pierre  5*uihki. 
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knew  of  bad  the  power  nr  spirit  to  remove  one  ring  of  iron 
from  its  place  in  liis  house.  Well,  after  the  deed  was  done, 
he  caiiie  to  find  mc,  aiid  I  said  to  liim :  "  I  am  the  least  of 
all  Italians  in  Italy,  and  yet  I  have  done  nothing  to  you  in 
comparison  with  what  I  have  the  heart  to  do,  ^id  will  do 
U  you  uttcf  a  single  further  word,"  adding  otlier  terms  of 
menace  and  atnisc.  The  man,  dumbfounded  and  affrighted, 
got  his  furniture  together  as  well  as  be  was  able ;  then  be 
ran  off  to  Madame  d'Etampes,  and  painted  a  picture  of  me 
like  the  very  iicnd.  She  being  my  great  enemy,  painted  my 
portrait  sbll  blacker  to  the  King,  with  all  her  greater  clu- 
iguence  and  all  her  greater  weiglit  of  influence.  As  I  wa* 
atteiw-ards  informed,  tiis  Majesty  twice  sliowed  siflni  oC 
irritation  and  was  minded  to  use  me  roughly :  but  Henry 
the  Daaphin,  his  son,  now  King  of  France,  who  had  received 
some  ailronts  from  ttiat  imjicrious  woman,  together  with  the 
Queen  of  Navarre,  idstcr  to  King  Francis,  espoused  my  cause 
BO  cleverly  th;it  he  parted  the  matter  over  with  a  Uugli.  So 
with  God's  assistance  I  esc3i>ed  from  a.  great  danger. 


XXVI 

I  had  to  deal  in  like  manner  with  another  fellow,  but  I 
did  not  ruin  his  house;  I  only  threw  all  his  fiiniilurc  out  of 
doors.  This  time  Madame  d'Etampes  had  the  insolence 
to  tell  the  King :  "  I  believe  that  devil  will  sack  Paris  one 
ol  these  days."     The  King  answered  with  some  anger  that 

I  was  only  quite  right  to  defend  m>-sclf  from  the  low  rabble 
who  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my  serving  him. 

The  rage  of  this  \'indictivc  wr>m:in  kept  continually  on  the 
increase.  She  sent  for  a  painter  who  was  establiKlicd  at 
Foutainebleau,  where  tlic  King  readed  nearly  all  his  time. 
The  pitinter  uras  .011  Italian  and  a  Bolognese,  known  then  as 

II  Bologna  ;  his  right  name,  however,  was  Francesco  Prima- 
ticcio.)  Madame  d'Etampes  advised  him  to  beg  that  com- 
mission for  the  fountain  which  his  Majcst>'  had  given  me, 
adding  that  she  would  support  him  with  all  her  ability  ;  and 
uix)n  tliis  they  aKiccd.     Bologna  was  in  an  ecstasy  of  happi^ 

'  rriButkcio,  lofrthci  with  Rcoio,  intrTxlucci)  lutian  painting  into  Fnncc. 
Vanii  MTt  Iw  timt  tt>  raiii  in  1541.  tie  died  in  IS70>  )I«  wu,  lik«  D1M17 
olher  oltAe  LonUud  utuu,  ui  ucellcnl  uaHci  of  tloceo. 
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neis,  and  thought  himself  sure  oi  the  aSair,  although  «icl 
IhinKS  were  not  in  his  hne  of  art.  He  was,  however,  an  ex- 
cellent master  of  design,  and  had  collected  round  him  a  troop 
ol  work-people  formed  in  the  school  of  Rosso,  our  Kloreutine 
painter,  who  was  uidoubtedly  an  artist  of  extraordinary 
merit ;  bis  own  best  qualities  Indeed  were  derived  from 
admirable  manner  of  Kosso,  who  by  this  time  had  died. 

These  ingenious  arguments,  and  the  weighty  influence  ot 
Madame  d'Etampcs,  prevailed  with  the  King ;  for  they  kept 
hnmmerinf!  at  him  ni>:ht  and  d^y,  Madame  at  one  time,  and 
Bologna  at  another.  What  worked  most  upon  his  mind  waa 
that  tx>th  of  them  comhitied  to  speak  as  follows :  "  How  is  it 
possible,  sacred  Majesty,  that  Benvenuto  should  accomplish 
the  twelve  silver  statues  which  you  want  ?  He  has  not  finished 
one  of  them  yet  If  you  employ  him  on  so  Rreat  an  under- 
taking,  you  will,  of  necessity,  deprive  yourself  of  those  other 
things  on  which  your  heart  is  set.  A  hundred  of  the  ablest 
craftsmen  could  not  complete  so  many  great  works  as  this 
one  able  man  has  taken  in  hand  to  do.  One  can  see  clearly 
that  he  has  a  passion  for  labour  ;  but  this  ardent  temper  wilt 
be  the  cause  of  your  Majesty's  losing  both  him  and  his  master- 
pieces at  the  same  moment."  By  insinuating  these  and  other 
suggestions  of  the  same  sort  at  a  favourable  opporttmity,  the 
King  consented  to  their  petition  ;  and  yet  Bologna  had  at  this 
time  produced  neither  designs  nor  models  for  the  fountain. 


XXVII 

It  happened  that  just  at  this  period  an  action  was  brought 
against  me  in  l^iri;:  by  the  second  lodger  I  liad  ousted  from 
my  castle,  who  pretended  that  an  that  occasion  I  had  stolen 
a  large  quantity  of  his  effects.  This  lawsuit  tormented  me 
beyond  measure,  and  took  up  so  much  of  my  time  that  I 
often  tlioiight  of  decamping  in  despair  from  the  country. 
Now  the  French  are  in  tlic  habit  of  making  much  capital 
out  of  any  action  they  commence  against  a  foreigner,  or 
against  such  persons  as  they  notice  to  be  indolent  in  liti- 
gation. No  sooner  do  they  observe  that  they  are  Retting 
some  advantage  in  the  suit,  tlian  they  find  tlic  means  to 
sell  it ;  some  have  even  been  known  to  give  a  lawsuit  in 
dowry  with  llieir  daugliters  to  men  who  make  a  business 
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oul  of  sucli  traruactions.  Tliey  have  another  ugly  custom, 
which  is  that  the  Normans,  nearly  all  of  them,  traffic  in 
false  evidence :  so  (liat  the  men  who  buy  up  lawsuits,  engage 
at  once  the  services  of  four  or  six  of  these  false  witnesses, 
according  to  their  need ;  their  adversary,  if  he  neglect  to 
produce  as  many  on  the  other  side,  being  perhaps  un- 
acquiiintcd  with  the  custom,  is  certain  to  have  the  verdict 
given  against  him. 

All  this  happened  in  my  case,  and  Uiinldng  it  a  most 
disgraceful  breach  of  justice,  I  made  my  appearance  in  the 
great  hall  of  Paris,  to  defend  my  right.  There  I  saw  a 
judge,  lieutenant  for  the  King  in  civil  causes,  enthroned  u|>on 
a  high  tribunal.  He  was  tali,  stout,  and  fat,  and  of  an  ex- 
tremely severe  countenance.  All  round  him  on  each  side 
stood  a  crowd  of  solicitors  and  advocates,  ranged  upon  the 
right  hand  and  the  left.  Others  were  coming,  one  by  one, 
to  ezpLiin  their  several  causes  to  the  judge.  Prom  time  to 
time,  too,  I  noticed  that  the  attorneys  at  tlie  side  of  the 
tribunal  talked  all  at  once :  and  much  admiration  was 
roused  in  me  by  that  extraordinary  man,  the  very  image  ut 
Pluto,  wtio  listened  with  marked  attention  first  to  one  antl 
then  to  the  other,  answering  each  with  learning  and  saga- 
dty.  I  have  always  delighted  in  watching  and  experiencing 
eirery  kind  of  skill ;  so  I  would  not  have  lost  this  spectacle 
for  much.  It  happened  that  the  hall  being  very  large,  and 
filled  with  a  multitude  of  folk,  they  were  strict  in  exclitding 
every  one  who  had  no  business  there,  and  kept  the  door  shut 
witb  a  guard  to  hold  it  Sometimes  the  gnanlian,  in  his 
effort  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  some  improper  person, 
interrupted  the  judge  by  the  great  noise  he  made,  and  the 
judge  in  anger  turned  to  chide  him.  Tliis  happened  fre- 
quently, so  that  my  attention  was  directed  to  tlie  fact. 
On  one  occasion,  when  two  gentlemen  were  t>ushing  their 
way  in  as  spectators,  and  the  porter  was  opposing  them 
with  violence,  the  judge  raised  his  voice,  and  spoke  the 
following  words  precisely  as  I  heard  them  :  "  Keep  peace, 
Satan,  t>cgone,  and  hold  your  tongue. "  These  words  in  the 
French  tongue  sound  as  follows  :  Pht  pke,  Satan,  phe  fhe,  ali, 
fke  I*    Now  1  had  learned  the  French  tongue  well ;  and  on 

■  Pail,  faix,  Salait,  »iUt.  fAix.  The  line  in  Dutle  lo  which  Cellini  ■Hate 
b  Ihe  lim  o(  ihf  KTcnth  onlo  of  Ike  Imfirnt.  Hm  wmiitiaii  b  boUi 
curiou*  Md  b|^iaa :  bal  we  hare  no  teuon  to  Uiiok  that  Fiench  judBe* 


308 


LIFE  OF  BENVENUTO  CELLINI 


bearing  tliis  sentence,  tlic  tneaninu  of  tliat  phrase 
Dautc  came  into  my  nietnoiy,  when  he  and  his  nuLster  Virgil 
catered  the  doors  of  Hell.  Dante  and  the  painter  Giotto 
were  together  in  France,  and  particularly  in  tlie  city  of  Pant, 
where,  owing  to  the  circumstances  I  have  just  described,  the 
liidl  of  t"^^*^c  ^^y  l>c  truly  called  a  hell.  Dante  then,  who 
also  understood  Frcncli  well,  made  use  of  the  phrase  in 
question,  and  it  has  struck  me  »  siuKuliu-  lliat  tliis  inter- 
pretation has  never  yet  been  jitil  upon  Uie  pa»jE(fie  ;  indeed, 
it  conlirms  my  opinion  tJiat  the  commentators  make  him  say 
things  which  never  came  into  bis  head. 


xxvin 

Well,  then,  to  return  to  my  affairs.  Wlien  certain 
cisions  ot  the  court  were  sent  me  by  those  lawyers, 
I  perceived  that  my  cause  had  been  unjustly  tost,  1 
recourse  for  my  dciciice  to  a  great  dagger  which  I  carried ; 
for  I  have  alwayB  taken  pleasure  in  keeping  fine  wciiiwn*. 
The  first  m.-in  I  attacked  was  the  plaintiff  who  hiid  sued  lae ; 
and  one  evening  I  wounded  him  in  the  legs  and  arms  so 
severely,  taking  care,  however,  not  to  kill  him,  that  I  de- 
prived him  of  the  use  of  both  his  lege.  Then  I  sought  out 
the  other  fellow  who  had  bought  the  suit,  and  used  him  also 
in  such  wise  that  he  dropped  it. 

Returning  thanks  to  God  for  this  and  every  other  dispen- 
sation, and  hoping  to  be  left  awhile  witliout  womcs,  I  bade 
tlie  young  men  of  my  household,  especially  the  Italians,  for 
God's  sake  to  attend  each  diligently  to  the  work  1  set  him, 
and  to  help  me  till  such  time  as  I  could  finish  the  things 
I  had  in  hand.  I  thought  they  might  soon  be  completed, 
and  then  I  meant  to  return  to  Italy,  being  no  longer  able 
to  put  up  with  the  rogueries  of  those  Frenchmen  ;  the  good 
King  too,  if  he  once  grew  angry,  might  bring  me  into  mis- 
chief for  many  of  my  acts  in  self-defence.  I  will  describe 
who  these  Italians  were  ;  the  first,  and  the  one  I  liked  best, 
was  Ascanio,  from  Tagliacozzo  in  the  kingdom  of  Najiles ; 

used  Ibe  iimc  imprecaltons,  when  intmuptFd.  in  tbc  ihirtecnth  at  tbcf  did  li 
the  sUiKDtli  ceniDiy,  or  (bat  what  Cellini  heard  oa  thii  oc^Mon  was  atoic 
Ihaji  an  KcUcniftI  tinilUHlp  of  louiid),  itriking  hi*  quick  tu  and  s«rak«nfai( 
bii  lively  aitiaorf. 
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the  second  was  Pagolo,  a  Roman  of  such  humble  origin  that 
Ik  did  not  know  his  own  father.  These  were  the  two  men 
who  had  been  with  me  in  Rome,  and  wtiom  I  hat]  talcen 
with  me  on  tlie  journey.  Another  Roman  had  also  come 
on  purjioac  to  enter  my  service ;  he  too  bore  the  name  of 
Pagolo,  and  was  tlie  son  oi  a  poor  nobleman  of  the  family 
of  the  Macaroni ;  he  had  small  acquirements  in  our  art, 
but  was  an  excellent  and  courageous  swordsman.  I  had 
another  from  ferrara  called  Bartolommeo  Chioccia.  'Iliere 
vras  also  another  from  I-lorcnce  named  Pagolo  Micceri ; 
hb  brother,  nicknamed  "  II  Gatta,"  was  a  clever  clerk,  but 
had  spent  too  much  money  in  manajtinfl  the  projierty  of 
Tomma3o  Guadagni,  a  very  wealthy  merchant.  This  Gatta 
put  in  order  lor  me  the  books  in  which  I  wrote  the  accounts 
of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  my  other  employen. 
Now  Pagolo  Micceri,  having  learned  how  to  keep  them  from 
his  brotlicr,  went  on  doing  this  work  for  me  in  return  for  a 
liberal  salary-.  He  appeared,  so  far  as  1  could  iudgc,  to  lie 
a  very  honest  lad,  for  I  noticed  hina  to  be*  devout,  and  when 
I  heard  him  sometimes  muttering  psalms,  and  sometimes 
(ctling  his  beads,  I  reckoned  mucli  upon  his  feigned  virtue. 
Accordingly  1  called  the  fellow  apart  and  said  to  him, 
**  Pagolo,  my  dearest  brother,  you  know  what  a  good  place 
you  have  with  me.  and  how  you  had  formerly  nothing  to 
depend  on ;  besides,  )*ou  are  a  Florentine.  I  have  also  the 
greater  confidence  in  you  l>c<:ai»e  I  oliser\'e  that  you  arc 
pious  and  religious,  which  is  a  thing  that  pleases  me.  1 
beg  you  therefore  to  assist  mc,  for  1  cannot  put  the  same 
trust  in  any  of  your  companions :  80  then  I  shall  ask  you 
to  keep  watch  over  two  matters  of  the  highest  importance, 
which  might  prove  a  source  of  much  annoyance  to  me.  In 
the  first  place,  I  want  you  to  guard  my  property  from  being 
ttokn,  and  not  touch  it  yourself.  In  tlie  next  place,  you 
know  tliat  poor  young  girl,  Catcrina;  I  keep  her  princiiially 
for  my  art's  sake,  since  I  caimot  do  without  a  model ;  but 
beiug  a  man  also,  1  have  used  her  for  my  pleasures,  and  it 
is  possible  that  she  may  bcir  me  a  cliild.  Now  1  do  not 
want  to  m:untain  another  man's  tustirds,  nor  will  I  sit  down 
under  such  an  insult.  If  any  one  in  this  house  had  the 
audacity  to  attempt  anytliing  of  the  sort,  and  I  were  to 
become  awaic  of  it,  I  verily  l>clieve  that  I  should  kill  both 
her  and  him.    Accordingly,  dear  brother.  I  entreat  you  to 
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be  my  helper ;  should  you  aotioe  anything,  tell  it  me 
oooe ;  for  I  am  sure  to  send  her  and  licr  mother  and  hci 
fellow  to  the  ({allows.  Be  you  the  find  uixin  your  watch 
against  falling  into  this  snare."  The  rascal  made  a  sign 
of  the  cross  from  hJs  head  to  his  feet  and  cried  out:  "O 
blessed  Jesus  I  God  preserve  me  from  ever  thinldng  of  such 
a  thing  I  In  the  first  place,  1  am  not  given  to  those  evil 
ways ;  in  the  next  place,  do  you  imagine  I  am  ignorant  of 
j-our  great  benefits  toward  me  ? "  When  I  heard  these 
words,  which  he  uttered  with  all  appearance  of  simplicity 
and  afTcctioQ  for  me,  I  hclieved  that  matters  stood  precisely 
as  he  asserted. 


XXIX 


Two  days  after  this  conversation,  M.  Mattio  del  Nazaro 
took  the  occasion  of  some  feast-day  to  invite  mc  and  my 
workpeople  to  an  entertainment  in  a  garden.'  He  was  an 
Italian  in  the  tCing's  service,  and  practised  the  E:ime  art  as 
we  did  with  remarkable  ability,  I  got  myself  in  readiness, 
and  told  Fagolo  that  he  might  go  abroad  too  and  amuse 
himself  with  tis ;  the  annoyances  arising  from  that  lawsuit 
being,  as  I  judged,  now  settled  down.  The  younf;  man 
replied  in  these  words :  "  Upon  my  word,  it  would  be  a 
great  mistake  to  leave  the  house  so  unprotected.  Only 
look  how  much  of  gold,  silver,  and  jewels  you  have  here. 
Living  as  we  do  in  a  city  of  thieves,  we  ought  to  be  upon 
our  guard  by  day  and  night.  I  will  spend  the  time  in 
religious  exercises,  while  I  keep  watch  over  the  prenusesL 
Go  then  with  mind  at  rest  to  lake  your  plc:i.sure  and  ditert 
your  spirits.  Some  other  day  another  man  will  take  my 
place  as  guardian  here." 

Thinking  that  I  could  go  off  witli  a  quiet  mind,  I  took 
Pagolo,  Ascanio,  and  Chioccia  to  the  garden,  where  we 
spent  a  large  portion  of  the  day  agreeably.  Toward  the 
middle  of  the  aCtcmoon.  however,  when  it  began  to  draw 
toward  sundown,  a  suspiciou  came  into  my  head,  and  I 
recollected  the  words  which  that  traitor  had  spoken  will) 
his  feigned  simplicity.     So  I   mounted  my  horse,  and  with 

'  Matteo  del  HMMto,  «  oatiTe  of  Vcttiiu,  wm  cmplojcd  in  Fnae* 
caf^ikvei,  dI«-cuUr,  «ad  mudcua. 
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two  servants  to  stttcnd  me,  returned  to  the  castle,  where 
I  all  but  caught  Pagolo  and  that  little  wrctcti  Caterina 
IR  fiaffanU.  Ho  sooner  bad  I  reached  the  place,  than 
that  French  bawd,  her  mother,  screamed  out :  "  Pagolo  I 
dlcrina  I  here  is  the  master  I "  \\^hcti  I  saw  the  pair  ad- 
vaticinit.  overcome  with  fHRhl,  their  cluUies  in  disorder, 
not  knowing  what  Ihey  said,  nor.  hke  people  in  a  trance, 
where  t)iey  were  going,  it  was  only  too  easy  to  guess  what 
they  had  t>cen  abouL  The  sight  drowned  reason  in  rage, 
and  1  drew  my  sword,  resolved  to  kill  them  both.  Tlie 
man  took  to  his  heels ;  the  giil  (lung  herself  upon  her  knees, 
and  shrieked  to  Heaven  for  mercy.  In  my  first  fury  I 
wanted  to  strike  at  the  male ;  but  t>cfore  I  had  the  lime  to 
catch  him  up,  second  tlioughts  arose  which  made  me  think 
It  would  l>e  l>e3t  for  me  to  drive  them  both  away  together. 
I  had  so  many  acts  of  violence  upon  my  bands,  that  if  1 
killed  him  1  could  hardly  hope  to  save  my  life.  I  said  then 
to  I'agolo  :  "  Had  I  seen  with  my  own  eyes,  scoundrel,  what 
your  t>chaviour  and  appearance  force  me  to  believe,  1  should 
have  run  you  with  tliis  sword  hero  ten  times  tlirough  the 
guts.  Get  out  oi  my  sight ;  and  if  you  say  a  Paternoster. 
let  it  be  San  Giuliano's."  >  Tlien  I  drove  the  whole  lot 
forth,  mother  and  daughter,  Limming  into  them  with  fist  and 
foot  niey  m;ide  their  minda  up  to  have  the  law  of  me, 
and  consulted  a  Norman  advocate,  who  advised  them  to 
declare  that  I  had  used  the  girl  alter  the  It.ilian  fasliion ; 
what  this  meant  1  need  hardly  explain.*  The  man  argued : 
"At  the  very  least,  when  this  Italian  hears  what  you  are 
afler,  he  will  pay  down  several  hundretl  ducats,  knowing  how 
great  the  danger  Is,  and  how  heavily  that  offence  is  punished 
in  France"  Upon  tliis  they  were  agreed.  The  accusation 
was  brought  aj^ainst  me,  and  1  received  a  summons  from 
the  court 

XXX 

The  more  I  sought  for  rest,  the  more  I  was  anno>'ed 
with  all  sorts  of  cmbuurassmenta.  Being  thus  daily  exposed 
to  clivers  persecutions,  1  pontlered  which  of  two  courses 
1  ought  to  take ;  whether  to  decamp  and  leave  France  to 
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the  devil,  or  else  to  fight  this  battle  through  as  I  had 
the  rest,  and  see  to  wtiAt  end  God  had  nuidc  me.  For  a 
long  while  I  kept  anxiously  revolving  the  malter.  At  Ust 
I  resolved  to  make  oH,  dreading  to  tempt  my  evil  fortune, 
lest  this  should  bring  me  to  the  gallows.  Mj  dispositioiis 
were  all  fixed ;  I  had  made  arrangements  for  putting  away 
the  property  I  could  not  carry,  and  (or  charging  the  lighter 
artidcs,  to  the  best  of  my  aWlity,  upon  myself  and  servants ; 
yet  it  was  with  great  and  heavy  reluctance  that  I  looked 
forward  to  such  a  clepsrlure. 

I  had  shut  myself  up  alone  in  a  little  study.  My  youne 
men  were  advising  me  to  Hy;  but  I  told  them  that  it  would 
t>e  well  for  me  to  meditate  Uiis  step  in  solitude,  althouch 
I  very  much  inclined  to  their  opinion.  Indeed,  1  reasoned 
that  if  I  could  escape  imprisonment  and  let  the  storm  pass 
over,  1  should  be  able  to  explain  matters  to  the  King  by 
letter,  setting  forth  the  trap  which  had  t>cen  laid  to  ruin  me 
by  the  malice  of  my  enemies.  And  as  I  have  said  above, 
my  mind  was  made  up  to  this  point ;  when,  just  as  I  roae 
to  act  on  the  decision,  some  power  took  me  by  the  shoolder 
and  turned  me  round,  and  I  heard  a  vodce  whidi  cried 
with  vehemence  :  "  Benvenuto,  do  as  thou  art  wont,  and  fear 
ROt  I "  Then,  on  the  instant,  I  changed  the  whole  course 
of  my  plans,  and  said  to  my  Itali-ms :  "Take  your  good 
arms  and  come  willi  me ;  ol>ey  me  to  tlic  letter ;  have  no 
other  thought,  for  t  am  now  delcnniiicd  to  put  in  my 
appearance.  If  I  were  to  leave  Paris,  you  would  \'amsh 
the  next  day  in  smoke  ;  so  do  as  1  command,  and  follow 
me."  They  all  began  together  with  one  heart  and  voice  to 
■9 :  "  Since  we  are  here,  and  draw  our  livelihood  from  him, 
it  is  our  duty  to  go  with  him  and  bear  him  out  so  long  as 
we  have  life  to  execute  what  he  t>ropo»es.  He  has  hit  the 
mark  belter  tti.in  we  did  in  tliis  matter ;  for  on  the  instant 
when  he  leaves  tlie  pLice,  his  enemies  will  send  us  to  the, 
devil.  Let  us  keep  well  in  mind  what  great  works  we  bav 
begtm  here,  and  what  vast  inii>ortance  tlicy  [mssess ;  we^ 
sliould  not  know  how  to  finish  them  without  him,  and 
his  enemies  would  say  that  he  had  taken  flight  because 
he  shrank  before  such  undertakings."  Many  other  things 
bearing  weightily  upon  the  subject  were  said  among  thcm.^ 
But  it  was  the  young  Roman,  Macaroni,  who  first  put' 
heart  into  the  company ;  and  he  also  raised  recruits  from 
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th«  Germans  and  the  Frenchmen,  who  fell  well  disposed 
toward  nie, 

W'c  were  ten  men,  all  counted.  I  set  out,  firmly  resolved 
not  to  let  m>-«:If  be  taken  and  imprisoned  alive.  When 
wc  appeared  before  the  judges  for  criminal  afiairs,  I  found 
Catcrina  and  her  mother  waiting ;  and  on  the  moment  of 
my  arrival,  the  two  women  were  laughing  with  tlieir  advocate. 
I  pushed  my  way  in,  and  called  boldly  (or  the  jiidife,  who 
wax  seated,  blown  out  big  and  fat,  upon  a  trlbtinal  high 
alHive  tlie  rest.  On  catching  «ght  of  me,  he  threatened 
witli  his  head,  and  spoke  in  a  subdued  voice :  "  Although 
your  name  is  Bciivcnuto,  this  time  you  are  an  ill-comer." 
I  understood  his  speech,  and  called  out  the  second  time ; 
"  Despatch  my  business  quickly.  1'ell  me  what  I  have 
come  to  do  here."  Then  the  judge  turned  to  Calerina,  and 
said:  "Caterina,  relate  all  that  happened  between  you  and 
Benvenuto."  Slie  answered  that  I  had  used  her  after  the 
iLtlian  fxtliion.  The  judge  turned  to  me  and  said:  "You 
hear  what  Caterina  deposes.  Benvenuto."  I  replied :  "  If 
I  have  consorted  with  her  after  the  Italian  fasliion,  I  have 
only  done  the  same  as  you  folk  of  other  nations  do."  He 
demurred :  "  She  means  that  you  improperly  abused  her." 
I  retorted  that,  bo  far  from  being  the  Italian  fasliion,  it 
must  be  some  French  habit,  seeing  she  knew  all  about  it, 
while  I  was  ignorant ;  and  I  commanded  her  to  explain 
precisely  how  1  had  consorted  with  her.  Then  the  impudent 
baggage  entered  into  plain  and  drciimstaiitial  details  re- 
g:inliiig  all  the  filth  site  lyingly  accused  me  of.  I  made  her 
repeal  her  deposition  three  times  in  succession.  When 
she  had  finished,  I  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice :  "  Lord 
judge,  lieutenant  of  Uie  Mo^t  Chrisban  King,  I  call  on  you 
for  justice.  Well  I  know  Uiat  by  the  laws  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  both  agent  and  patient  in  Uiis  kind  of 
crime  arc  punished  with  the  stake.  The  woman  confesses 
her  guilt ;  1  admit  nothing  whatsoever  o(  the  sort  with 
regard  to  her ;  her  go-between  of  a  mother  is  here,  who 
deserves  to  be  burned  for  either  one  or  the  other  offence. 
Therefore  I  api>eal  to  you  for  justice."  These  words  1  re- 
pcate<l  over  and  over  again  at  the  top  of  my  voice,  con- 
tinually calling  otit :  "To  the  stake  with  her  and  her 
mother!"  I  also  threatened  the  judge  that,  if  he  did  not 
send  her  to  prison  there  t>cfore  mc,  1  would  go  to  the  King  al 
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once,  and  tell  him  how  his  lieutenant  in  criminal  alFairs  of 
Justice  had  wronged  me.  When  Uicy  heard  what  3  tumult 
I  WM  making;,  my  adversaries  lowered  their  T(»ces,  but  I 
lifted  mine  the  more.  The  little  hussy  and  her  mother  fell 
to  weeping,  while  I  shouted  to  tlie  judge  :  "  Fire,  fire  I  to 
the  stake  with  them  I "  The  coward  on  the  Ijench,  findlns 
that  the  matter  was  not  going  as  he  intended,  began  to  use 
soft  words  and  excuse  the  wcaloicss  of  the  female  sex. 
Thereupon  I  felt  that  I  had  won  the  victory  in  a  nasty  en- 
counter ;  and,  muttering  threats  between  my  teeth,  I  tool: 
myself  ofF,  not  without  great  inward  satisfaction.  Indeed, 
1  would  gladly  have  paid  five  hundred  crowns  down  to 
have  avoided  that  appearance  in  court.  However,  after 
escaping  from  the  tempest,  t  thanked  God  with  ail  my 
heart,  and  returned  in  gladncsa  with  my  young  men  to  the 
castle. 


■ 


XXXI 

When  adverse  fortune,  or,  if  we  prefer  to  call  it,  our 
malignant  planet,  undertakes  to  peisecute  a  man,  it  never 
lacks  new  ways  of  injuring  him.  So  now,  when  1  tliouRht 
1  had  cmcigcd  from  this  tempestuous  sea  of  troubles,  and 
hoped  my  evil  star  would  leave  me  quiet  for  a  moment,  it 
began  to  set  two  schemes  in  motion  against  rac  before  I 
luid  recovered  my  breath  from  that  great  struggle.  Within 
three  d:tys  tu'o  things  happened,  endi  of  which  brought  my 
life  into  extreme  hazard.  One  of  tbese  occurred  in  this 
way :  I  went  to  Fonlaineblcau  to  consult  with  the  King ; 
for  he  had  written  me  a  letter  saying  he  wanted  me  to 
stamp  the  coins  of  his  whole  realm,  and  enclosing  some 
little  drawings  to  explain  his  wishes  in  the  matter ;  at  the 
same  time  he  left  me  free  to  execute  them  as  I  Ukcd ; 
upon  which  I  made  new  designs  according  to  my  own 
conception,  and  according  to  the  ideal  of  art.  When  I 
reached  Fontaincbleau,  one  of  the  treasurers  commissioned 
by  tlie  King  to  defray  my  expenses  (be  was  called  Monsignor 
dcUa  Fa')  addressed  me  in  these  words  :  "Benvcnuto,  the 
painter  Bologna  has  obtained  commission  from  the  King  to 
execute  your  great  Colossus,  and  all  the  orders  previously 

'  IIU  name  in  full  mu  Jacques  de  It  Fa.  He  mod  hti  ion  ritire  after  hln 
llcid  ihe  oHice  of  Murirr  dt  ffpargni.    See  Plan,  p.  63. 
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given  33  on  yonr  behalf  have  been  transferred  to  him.' 
We  are  all  indienant ;  and  it  seems  to  us  that  tliat  oountry- 
uan  of  yours  has  acted  towards  you  in  a  most  unwarrant- 
able manner.  The  work  was  as-si^ncd  you  on  the  strength 
of  your  models  and  studies,  lie  is  robbing  yoti  of  it,  only 
through  tile  favour  of  Madame  d'tCtampen;  and  though 
seveial  months  have  pasted  since  he  received  the  order,  he 
has  not  yet  made  any  gif{n  of  commencing  it"  I  answered 
in  sur^^rise :  "  How  is  it  possible  that  I  iJiould  have  heard 
Dotliing  at  all  about  this  ? "  He  tlien  informed  me  that  th« 
man  had  kept  it  very  dark,  and  had  obtained  the  King's 
commission  with  great  difficulty,  since  his  Majesty  at  first 
would  not  concede  it ;  only  the  importtmity  of  Madame 
d'Etampcs  secured  this  favour  for  him. 

When  I  felt  how  greatly  .and  how  wrongfully  1  had  been 
betrayed,  and  saw  a  work  which  I  had  gained  with  my 
great  toil  thus  stolen  from  me,  I  made  my  mind  up  for  a 
serious  stroke  of  business,  and  marched  off  with  my  good 
SK-ord  at  my  side  to  tind  Bologn.-).'  He  was  in  his  room, 
engaged  in  studies;  after  telling  the  servant  to  introduce 
me,  he  greeted  me  with  some  of  his  Lombard  compUmcnts, 
and  asked  what  good  business  had  brought  me  hither. 
1  repttod :  "  A  most  excellent  business,  and  one  of  great 
importance."  He  tlien  sent  for  wine,  and  K.kid :  "  Before 
we  begin  to  talk,  we  must  drink  together,  for  sttcli  Is  the 
French  custom."  I  answered :  "  Messer  Francesco,  you 
must  know  tliat  the  conversation  we  have  to  engage  In 
does  not  call  for  drinking  at  the  commencement ;  after  it 
is  over,  perhaps  we  shall  be  glad  to  take  a  glass."  Then 
1  opened  the  matter  in  this  way :  "  All  men  who  wish  to 
pass  (or  perwns  of  worth  allow  it  to  be  seen  tliat  they 
are  so  by  their  actions ;  if  tlicy  do  the  contrary,  they  lose 
the  name  of  honest  men.  I  am  aware  that  you  knew  the 
King  had  commissioned  me  with  tliat  great  Co1os.vis; 
it  had  been  talked  of  these  eighteen  months  past ;  yet 
neither  you  nor  anybody  else  came  forward  to  speak  a 
word  about  it  By  my  great  labours  I  made  myself 
known  to  his  Majesty,  who  approved  of  my  models  and 
gave   the  work   into   my  hancU.     During   many  months   t 
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have  heard  nothing  to  the  contrary ;  only  this  morning  I 
wiis  informed  that  you  have  got  hold  of  tt,  and  have  filclied 
it  from  me.  I  enmcd  it  by  the  talents  I  displayed,  and 
you  are  robbinif  me  of  it  merely  by  yotir  idle  talking." 


XXXII 

To  this  s]Mech  Bologna  answered :  "  O  Benvenuto  I  all 
men  try  to  puali  their  affairs  in  every  way  they  can.  II 
this  is  tlic  King's  will,  what  have  you  to  say  against  it? 
You  would  only  throw  away  your  lime,  because  I  have  it 
now,  and  it  is  mine.  Now  tell  me  what  you  choose,  and 
I  will  listen  to  you."  I  replied  :  "  I  sliould  like  you  to 
know,  Messer  Francesco,  that  I  could  say  much  which 
would  prove  irrefragably.  and  make  you  admit,  tliat  such 
ways  of  acting  as  you  have  described  and  used  are  not 
in  vogue  among  ratiou:tl  animals.  I  will,  however,  come 
quickly  to  the  jioint  at  issue ;  give  close  attention  to  my 
meaning,  because  the  affair  is  serious."  Ho  made  as 
though  he  would  rise  from  the  chair  on  which  he  was 
»tting,  since  he  saw  my  colour  heightened  and  my  features 
greatly  discomposed.  I  told  him  that  the  time  had  not 
yet  come  for  moving ;  he  had  better  sit  and  listen  to  me. 
Then  I  recommenced:  "Mcsscr  p'rancesco,  you  know  that 
I  first  received  the  work,  and  that  the  time  has  long  gone 
by  during  which  my  right  could  be  reasonably  disputed 
by  any  one.  Now  I  tell  you  that  I  shall  be  satisfied  t( 
you  will  make  a  model,  while  I  make  another  in  addition 
to  the  one  !  have  alre.idy  shown.  Then  we  will  lake  them 
without  any  clamour  to  our  great  King ;  and  whosoever 
in  this  way  shall  have  gained  the  credit  of  the  best  design 
will  justly  have  deserved  the  commission.  IE  it  falls  to 
you,  1  wilt  dismiss  from  my  mind  the  memory  of  the 
gK^t  injury  you  have  done  me,  and  will  bless  your  hands, 
as  being  wurthier  than  mine  of  so  glorious  a  performance. 
Let  us  abide  by  tliis  agreement,  and  we  shall  be  friends ; 
otlierwise  we  must  be  enemies ;  and  God,  who  always 
helps  the  right,  and  1,  who  know  how  to  assert  it,  will 
show  you  to  what  extent  you  have  done  wrong."  Messer 
Francesco  answered:  "The  work  is  mine,  and  since  it 
Iius  been  given  ine,  I  do  not  clioose  to  put  what   is   my 
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own  lo  hazard."  To  Oiis  I  retorted :  "  Messer  Francesco, 
U  you  will  not  Like  the  right  course  which  is  just  and 
reasonable,  1  will  show  you  another  which  shall  be  like 
your  own,  Mai  Is  to  cay,  ag,lY  and  disagreeable.  1  tcU 
you  plainly  tluit  if  1  ever  hear  that  >-<.>u  ha\-e  spoken  one 
■inRle  word  alwut  thb  work  of  mine,  I  will  kill  you  like  a 
dog.  \Vc  arc  neither  in  Koine,  nor  in  Bologna,  nor  In 
Florence ;  here  one  lives  in  qiiilc  a  diH^crcnt  fashion ;  if 
then  it  comes  to  my  ears  tliat  you  talk  atraut  tliis  to  Uie 
King  or  anybody  else,  I  v'ow  that  1  u'ill  kill  you.  Reflect 
upon  the  way  you  mean  lo  Uke,  whether  that  for  |[ood 
which  I  formerly  described,  or  this  latter  bod  one  I  hove 
)ust  now  set  t>cfore  you." 

I1)c  man  did  nnt  knuw  what  to  say  or  do.  and  I  was  inclined 
lo  cut  tlic  niattci  &liorl  ujwn  the  spot  rather  tlian  to  postpone 
action.  Bologna  found  no  other  words  than  these  to  utter : 
"  If  I  act  like  a  man  of  honesty.  I  sltall  stand  in  no  fear." 
1  replied :  "  Vou  have  spoken  well,  but  if  you  act  otherwise, 
you  will  have  to  fear,  because  the  affair  is  serious."  Upon  this 
1  Icit  him.  and  bctoiik  myHcU  to  the  King.  With  his  Majesty 
I  dl»|iutcd  sonic  time  atmtit  the  fashion  of  his  coinage,  m 
point  ui>un  which  we  were  not  of  the  same  opinion  :  hia 
council,  who  were  present,  kept  persuading  him  that  the 
monies  ought  to  be  struck  in  the  French  style,  as  they  had 
hitherto  always  been  done.  I  urged  in  reply  Ihal  bla 
Majesty  bad  sent  for  me  from  Italy  in  order  that  I  might 
exocuto  (ood  work  ;  if  he  nuw  wanted  nic  to  do  the  contr^iry, 
1  could  not  bring  myself  to  submit.  So  the  nutter  was 
postponed  till  another  oocaiion,  and  1  set  ofi  agida  M  once 
forPuia. 

XXXIII 

I  bad  but  just  dismounted  from  my  hone,  when  one 
of  Uiosc  excellent  people  wlio  rejoice  in  miKhlef- making 
came  to  tell  me  that  fagolo  &licoeri  had  taken  a  house 
tor  the  little  hussy  Caterina  and  her  mother,  and  that  lie 
wu  always  B^^  there,  and  whenever  he  mentioned  me. 
used  words  of  wom  to  tbii  effect :  "  Itcnvennto  Kt  the  fox 
tn  watch   the  grapes,*  and  tliouglit   I  would  not  eat  them  t 
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Now  he  is  salisficd  willi  gomg  about  and  talking  big,  and 
Uiinks  I  am  afraid  of  him.  But  I  have  girt  this  sword  and 
dagger  to  my  side  in  order  to  show  liim  that  my  steel  can  cnl 
as  wcU  as  his,  and  that  I  too  am  a  Florentine,  of  the  Micceri, 
a  far  better  family  than  his  CcUini."  The  scoundrel  who 
reported  this  poisonous  gossip  spoke  it  with  such  good  cITcct 
that  I  felt  a  fever  in  the  instant  swoop  upon  mc ;  and  when 
1  say  fever,  I  mean  fever,  and  no  mere  metaphor.  The  insane 
passion  whicli  took  possession  of  mc  might  have  l^cen  my 
deatli,  had  I  not  resolved  to  give  it  vent  as  the  occasion 
offered.  I  ordered  the  Ferrarese  workman,  Cbioccia,  to 
come  with  me,  and  made  a  servant  follow  with  my  hor^c. 
When  we  reached  the  house  where  that  worthless  villain 
was,  1  found  the  door  ajar,  and  entered.  I  noticed  that  he 
carried  sword  and  dagger,  and  was  sitting  on  a  big  chest 
with  his  arm  round  Caterina's  neck;  at  the  moment  of  my 
arrival,  I  could  hear  that  he  and  her  mother  were  talking 
about  mc.  Pushing  the  door  open,  I  drew  my  sword,  and 
set  the  point  of  it  at  his  throat,  not  giving  him  the  time  to 
think  whether  he  too  carried  steel.  At  the  same  instant 
1  cried  out :  "  Vile  coward  I  recommend  your  soul  to  God, 
for  you  are  a  dead  man."  Without  budging  from  his  scat, 
he  called  three  times :  "  Mother,  mother,  help  me  I "  Though 
I  had  come  there  fully  determined  to  take  his  life,  half  my 
fury  ebbed  away  when  1  heard  this  idiotic  exclamation. 
I  ought  to  add  that  I  had  told  Chioccta  not  to  let  the  Rirl 
or  her  mother  leave  the  house,  since  I  meant  to  deal  with 
tho.ie  trollops  after  I  had  disposed  of  their  bully.  So  I  went 
on  holding  my  sword  at  his  throat,  and  now  and  tlien  just 
pricked  him  U'tth  the  point,  pouring  out  a  torrent  of  terrific 
threats  at  the  same  time.  But  when  I  found  he  did  not  stir 
a  linger  in  his  own  defence,  I  t>egan  to  wonder  what  I  should 
do  next ;  my  menacing  attitude  could  not  be  kept  up  for  ever ; 
so  at  List  it  came  into  my  head  to  make  them  marry,  and 
complete  my  vengeance  at  a  later  period.  Accordingly,  I 
formed  my  resolution,  and  began  :  "  Take  that  ring.  cow-.ird, 
from  your  linger,  and  marry  her,  that  I  may  get  satisfaction 
from  you  afterwards  according  to  your  deserts."  He  replied 
at  once :  "  If  only  you  do  not  kill  mc,  I  will  do  whatever  you 
command."  "  Then,"  said  I,  "  put  that  ring  upon  her  band." 
When  the  sword's  point  was  withdrawn  a  few  inches  from 
his  throat,  he  wedded  her  witii  the  ring.     But  I  added : 
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'  This  is  not  enou^.  I  shall  send  for  two  notaries,  in  order 
that  the  marmKc  may  be  ratified  by  contract."  Bidding 
Chiocda  go  for  the  lawyers,  I  turned  to  the  girl  and  her 
mother,  and,  using  the  French  langiiage,  spoke  as  follows: 
"  NoLirics  and  witnessett  are  coming ;  the  first  of  you  who 
blabs  about  this  aflair  will  be  killed  upon  the  spot ;  nay, 
I  will  murder  you  all  three.  So  beware,  and  keep  a  quiet 
tongue  in  your  heads."  To  him  I  said  in  Italian  :  "  If  you 
offer  any  resistance  to  what  I  shall  propose,  upon  the  slightest 
word  you  utter  I  will  stab  you  till  your  guts  run  out  upon  this 
floor."  He  answered  :  "  Only  proniiw  not  to  Icill  me,  and 
I  will  do  whatever  you  command."  The  notaries  and  wit- 
nesses arrived  ;  a  contract,  valid  and  in  due  form,  was  drawn 
up ;  then  my  heat  and  fever  left  me.  I  paid  the  Iav>-yers  and 
took  my  departure. 

On  the  following  day  Bologna  came  to  Paris  on  purpose, 
and  sent  for  me  through  Mattio  del  Nasaro.  I  went  to  see 
him ;  and  he  met  me  with  a  glad  face,  entreating  me  to 
reganl  him  as  a  brother,  and  saying  that  he  would  never 
speak  about  that  work  again,  since  he  recognised  quite  well 
that  I  was  right 
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If  I  did  not  confess  that  in  some  of  tliene  episodes  I  acted 
wrongly,  the  world  might  think  I  was  not  telling  the  tnith 
about  those  in  which  I  say  I  acted  rightly.  Therefore  I 
admit  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  inflict  so  singular  a  vengeance 
upon  Pagolo  Micceri.  in  truth,  had  I  believed  him  to  be 
•0  utterly  feeble,  I  slioold  not  have  conceived  the  notion  of 
branding  bim  with  audi  infamy  as  I  am  going  to  relate. 

Not  satisfied  with  having  made  him  take  a  vidous  drab 
to  wife,  I  completed  my  revenge  by  inviting  her  to  sit  to  me 
as  a  model,  and  dealing  with  her  thus.  I  gave  her  thirty 
sous  a  day,  paid  in  advance,  and  a  good  meal,  and  oblige<l 
her  to  pose  before  me  naked.  Then  1  made  her  serve  my 
pleasure,  out  of  spite  against  her  husband,  jeering  at  tliem 
both  the  while.  Furthermore,  I  kept  her  for  hours  together 
in  position,  greatly  to  her  discomfort.  This  gave  her  as 
much  anno^-nnce  as  it  gave  me  pleasure ;  for  she  was  beaati- 
fully  made,  and  brought  mc  much  credit  as  a  model.  At  but, 
Dotidng'tbat  I  did  not  treat  her  with  the  same  considctatioo 
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as  before  her  marriage,  she  began  to  grumble  and  talk  big 
in  her  Picncli  way  about  her  husband,  who  was  now  serving 
the  Prior  ol  Capua,  a  brother  of  Ficro  Strozju.'  On  Uie 
Jirst  occasion  when  slic  did  this,  the  mere  mention  of  the 
fellow  roused  irie  to  intolerable  fury ;  xtill  1  bote  it,  greatly 
against  tlie  grain,  as  well  as  I  was  able,  reticcting  that  I 
could  liardly  find  so  suitable  a  subject  for  my  art  as  she  was. 
So  1  reasoned  thus  in  my  own  mind :  "  I  am  now  tatdng 
two  different  kinds  of  revenge.  In  tlie  first  pbce,  she  w 
married  ;  and  what  I  am  doing  to  her  hu&band  is  something 
far  more  serious  Uiitn  what  he  did  to  me,  when  she  was  only 
a  girl  of  loose  life.  If  then  I  wreak  my  spite  so  fully  upo» 
him,  while  upon  her  1  inflict  the  discomfort  of  poeing  in 
such  strange  attitudes  for  such  a  length  of  time — which, 
beside  the  ple:isure  1  derive,  brings  me  both  profit  and  credit 
through  my  art — what  more  can  I  desire?"  While  I  was 
turning  over  Uiese  cUculations,  tlie  wrctcb  redoubled  hct 
insulting  speedies,  always  prating  big  about  her  husband, 
till  she  goaded  me  beyond  the  bounds  of  reason.  YieUling 
myself  up  to  bhnd  rage,  1  seized  her  by  the  hair,  and  dragged 
her  up  and  down  my  room,  beating  and  kicking  her  till  I 
was  tired.  Tliere  was  no  one  who  could  come  to  her  assist- 
ance. When  I  had  well  pounded  her  .tlie  swore  that  she 
would  never  visit  me  again.  Ilicn  for  Itie  Jirst  time  I  per* 
ceived  ttiat  I  had  acted  very  wrongly ;  for  1  was  losing  a 
grand  model,  who  brought  mc  honour  tlirougb  my  art. 
Moreover,  when  I  saw  her  body  all  torn  and  bruised  and 
swollen,  I  reflected  that,  even  if  I  persuaded  her  to  return. 
I  should  have  to  put  her  under  medical  treatment  for  at  least 
a  fortnight  before  I  could  make  use  of  her. 
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Well,  to  return  to  Calerina.  I  sent  my  old  serving-woman, 
named  Huhcrta,  who  had  a  most  kindly  disposition,  to  help 
her  dress.  She  brought  food  and  drink  to  die  misei-able  bag* 
gage ;  and  after  rubbing  a  Uttle  bacon  fat  into  her  worst 
Wounds,  tliey  ate  what  was  left  of  the  meat  together.     When 
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■  Lc«n«,  lOQ  ol  MUnpo  Stront,  KdwM  of  JeniMtcta  «nd  Prio*  of  Capna,J 
WM,  like  liii  tuolhei  Plcro,  a  dlitiniiiiithod  Freacb  eeoei*!. 
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she  had  finished  dressing,  she  went  off  blaspheming  and 
cursing  all  It^ians  in  the  King's  service,  and  so  returned 
with  tcare  and  murmurs  to  her  home. 

Assuredly,  tipon  that  first  occi^ion,  1  felt  I  had  done  ver^ 
wrong,  and  Rulierti  rebuked  me  after  thi»  fashion  :  "  You  are 
a  cruel  montter  to  maltreat  such  a  handsome  girl  so  brutally." 
When  1  excused  my  conduct  by  iiarratiiig  all  the  tricks 
which  she  and  her  raotlicr  had  played  off  upon  me  under 
my  own  roof,  Rubcrta  scoldingly  replied  that  Ikat  was 
nothing — that  was  only  French  m.inneis,  and  she  was  sure 
there  was  not  a  husband  in  France  without  his  horns.  When 
I  heard  this  argument,  I  latighed  aloud,  and  then  told  Kuticrla 
to  go  and  sec  how  Caterina  was,  since  I  should  like  to  em- 
ploy her  again  while  finishing  the  work  1  had  on  hand. 
The  old  woman  took  me  sharply  up,  saying  that  I  had  no 
tavoir  vivre :  "  Only  wait  till  daybreak,  and  she  will  come  ot 
heiself ;  whereas,  if  you  send  to  ask  after  her  or  visit  her, 
she  will  give  herself  airs  and  keep  away." 

On  the  following  morning  Caterina  came  to  our  door, 
and  knocked  so  violently,  that,  bcmg  below,  I  ran  to  see 
whether  it  was  a  madman  or  some  member  of  tlie  house- 
hold.  When  I  opened,  the  creature  laughed  and  fell  upon 
my  neck,  embracing  and  kissing  me,  and  asked  nte  if  1  was 
still  angry  with  her.  1  said,  "  No ! "  Then  she  added : 
"  Let  me  hare  something  good  to  break  my  fast  on."  So  I 
supplied  her  well  with  food,  and  iiartook  of  it  at  the  same 
table  in  sign  of  reconciliation.  Afterwards  I  I>cgan  to  model 
from  her,  during  which  occurred  some  amorous  diversions ; 
and  at  last,  just  at  the  same  hour  .-is  on  the  previous  day, 
she  irritated  me  to  such  a  pitch  that  I  gave  tier  the  same 
drubbing.  So  we  went  on  several  da>-s,  repeating  the  oM 
round  Ukc  clockwork.  There  was  httlc  or  no  variation  io 
the  incidents. 

Meanwhile,  1  completed  my  work  in  a  style  which  did  me 
the  greatest  credit.  Next  I  set  about  to  cast  it  in  bronze. 
This  entailed  some  difficulties,  to  relate  which  would  be 
interesting  from  Uie  point  of  view  of  art ;  but  since  the 
whole  history  would  occupy  loo  much  space,  I  must  omit  it- 
Suffice  it  to  s.-iy,  that  the  figure  came  out  splendidly,  and 
was  as  fine  a  specimen  of  foundrj-  as  had  ever  been  seen.* 

*  Thi«  fignn  *u  undouUtdly  the  Nymph  of  PnMauMbtun. 
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While  this  work  was  going  forward,  I  set  aside  certnio 
hours  of  the  day  for  the  salt-cellar,  and  certain  others  for  the 
Jupiter.  There  were  more  men  engaged  upon  the  formet 
than  I  had  at  my  disposal  (or  the  latter,  so  the  salt-cellar 
was  by  this  time  completely  finiKhed.  The  King  had  now 
returned  to  Paris ;  and  when  I  paid  him  my  respects,  I 
took  the  piece  with  me.  As  1  have  already  related,  it  vas 
oval  in  form,  sLmding  about  two-tliirds  of  a  cubit,  wrought 
of  solid  gold,  and  worked  entirely  with  the  chisel.  A^'hile 
speaking  of  the  model,  1  said  before  how  I  had  represented 
Sea  and  Earth,  seated,  with  their  legs  ^interlaced,  as  we 
observe  in  the  case  of  firths  and  promontories ;  this  attitude 
was  therefore  metaphorically  appropriate.  The  Sea  carried 
a  trident  in  his  right  hand,  and  in  his  left  I  put  a  ship  of 
delicate  workmanship  to  hold  the  salt.  Below  him  were  his 
four  sea-horses,  fashioned  like  our  horses  from  the  bead  to 
the  front  hoofs ;  all  the  rest  of  their  body,  from  the  middla 
tiackwards,  resembled  a  fish,  and  the  tails  of  tliese  creatura 
were  agreeably  interwoven.  Above  this  group  the  Sea  sat 
throned  in  an  attitude  of  pnde  and  dignity ;  around  him  were 
many  kinds  of  fishes  and  other  creatures  of  the  ocean.  The 
water  was  represented  with  its  waves,  and  enamelled  In  the 
appropriate  colour.  I  h:id  portrayed  earth  under  tlic  form 
of  a  very  handsome  woman,  holding  her  horn  of  plenty, 
entirely  nude  hke  the  male  figure ;  in  her  left  liand  1  placed 
a  little  lemple  of  Ionic  architecture,  most  delic^itely  wrought, 
whidi  was  meant  to  contain  the  pepper.  Beneath  her  were 
the  handsomest  living  creatures  which  the  earth  produces; 
and  the  rocks  were  partly  enamelled,  partly  left  in  gold. 
The  whole  piece  reposed  upon  a  base  of  ebony,  properly 
proportioned,  but  with  a  projecting  cornice,  upon  which  I 
introduced  four  golden  figures  in  rather  more  than  half- 
relief.  They  represented  Niglit,  Day.  Twilight,  and  Dawn. 
I  put.  moreover,  into  tlie  same  frieze  four  other  fiHures, 
similar  in  aiife,  and  intended  for  Uie  four  chief  winds  ;  Uiesc 
were  executed,  and  in  part  enamelled,  vfith  the  roost 
quisitc  ref'memcnt.' 

*  Thi(  uJiceUu  ii  now  *t  Vienna.     Il  la  b«autlAi11y  i«]ir«sonied  b; 
l-iboioeiRvuret  in  Plon'i  hick  book  on  Cellini 
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Wben  I  exhibited  this  piece  to  his  Majesty,  be  uttered  » 
loud  outcry  of  astoDishmcnt,  and  coiild  not  satiate  his  eyes 
with  gazing  at  it.  Then  he  t»dc  nie  take  it  buck  to  itiy 
house,  sa>-ing  he  would  tell  me  at  tlie  proper  time  what  I 
ihou]d  have  to  do  with  it  So  I  carried  it  home,  and  sent 
at  once  to  invite  several  of  my  best  friends ;  we  dined  gaily 
togetlier,  placing  tlie  salt-ccltor  in  the  middle  ol  the  table, 
and  tlius  we  were  the  first  to  use  it  After  this,  [  went  on 
workiiiR  at  my  Jupiter  in  silver,  and  also  at  the  great  vase 
I  have  already  described,  which  was  richly  decorated  with 
a  variety  of  ornaments  and  ftgiircs. 
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At  that  time  Bologna,  the  painter,  suggested  to  the  IGng 
Uiat  it  would  be  well  if  his  Majesty  sent  him  to  Rome,  with 
letters  of  recommendation,  to  the  end  that  he  might  cast  the 
foremost  masterpieces  o(  antiquity,  namely,  the  Laocoon, 
the  Cleopatra,  the  Venus,  the  Commodus,  the  Zingara,  and 
the  Apollo.'  These,  of  a  truth,  are  by  far  tlie  finest  thing's 
in  Rome.  He  told  tlie  King  that  when  his  Majesty  had 
once  set  eyes  upon  those  marvellous  works,  he  would  then, 
and  not  till  then,  be  able  to  criticise  the  arts  of  design, 
since  everytliing  which  he  hod  seen  by  us  moderns  was  for 
removed  from  the  perfection  of  the  ancients.  Tlie  King 
accepted  his  proposal,  and  gave  him  the  introductions  be 
required.  Accordingly  that  beast  went  oS,  and  took  his 
bad  luck  witli  him.  Not  having  the  force  and  courage  to 
contervd  witli  his  own  hands  against  me,  he  adopted  the 
truly  Lombard  device  of  depreciating  my  performances  by 
becoming  a  copyist  of  antiques.  Id  its  own  proper  place  I 
shall  relate  how,  thouglt  he  had  these  statues  excellently 
cast,  he  obtained  a  result  quite  contrary  to  his  imagination. 

1  liad  now  done  for  ever  with  that  disreputable  Caterina, 
and  the  unfortunate  young  man,  her  husband,  had  decamped 
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>  The  CIroiMtrs  b  ihu  rccumbtM  tum  of  •  tlni 
n  ih<  vuicMb 
repmenii  ili«  goddi 


_  Ariulne  or  Btcdwiite 
DO*  in  ih<  VuicMb  Tbt  Vtnn  (Mlihcr  the  Mediccu  nof  the  Cspitotnie) 
!pr»enii  ili«  goddna  iMingfroni  the  halh;  it  i>  a«w  to  the  Mmeo  Pfa 
Cr«m«Diino  o(  lk«  Vatican.  T^  CMnntoduc  ii  ■  tt»iu«  of  Kermlei,  wiih 
ib«  lioo'i  ikin  hhI  an  tnhai  in  hii  anai.  also  in  tbe  VftticBO.  Tbc  Zlagnn 
navbea  tUlBCof  Diina  tocmingMn  nf  th«  Borgbete coUecliML  TlWi^alo 
b  iW  liBOd*  Btlvcdcn  ApoUo  of  ibc  Vfttkan. 


LiOO 


S«4 


LIFE  OF  BENVENUTO  CELLINI 


1 


from  Paris.  Wanting  then  to  finish  off  my  Fontaineblcao; 
which  was  already  cast  in  bfoiue,  as  well  as  to  execute  Uie 
two  Victories  whicli  were  going  to  fill  the  nnRles  above  the 
lunette  of  the  door,  I  engaged  a  poor  girl  of  the  age  of 
about  tiitccn.  She  was  beautifully  niadc  and  of  a  brunette 
complexion.  Being  somewhat  savage  in  her  ways  and  spare 
of  speech,  quick  in  movement,  with  a  look  of  suUennesi 
about  her  eyes,  I  nicknamed  her  Scorzone;'  her  real  name 
was  Jeanne.  With  her  for  model,  I  gave  perfect  finish  to 
the  bronze  Fontaincbleati,  and  also  to  the  two  Victories. 

Now  this  girl  was  a  clean  maid,  and  I  got  her  with  child. 
Slie  gave  biitli  to  a  daughter  on  the  7th  of  June,  at  thirteen 
hours  of  tlic  day,  in  1544,  when  1  had  exactly  reached  the 
age  of  forty-four.  I  named  the  infant  CostanJa ;  and  M. 
Guido  Guidi,  the  King's  physician,  and  my  most  intimate 
friend,  as  I  have  previously  related,  held  her  at  tlie  font. 
He  was  the  only  godfather ;  for  it  is  customary  in  France 
to  have  but  one  godfather  and  two  godmothers.  One  «1 
the  latter  was  Madame  Maddalcua,  wife  to  M.  Luigi  Al.v 
mantti,  a  gentleman  of  Florence  and  an  accomplislied  poet. 
The  other  was  the  wife  of  M.  Ricdardo  del  Bene,  our 
Florentine  burgher,  and  a  great  merchant  in  Paris ;  she 
was  herself  a  French  lady  of  distinguished  family.  This 
was  the  first  child  I  ever  had,  so  far  as  I  rememl»cr.  I 
settled  money  enough  upon  tlie  girl  for  dowry  lo  satisfy  an 
aunt  of  hers,  under  whose  tutelage  I  placed  her,  and  from 
that  time  forwards  I  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  her. 
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By  labouring  incessantly  I  bad  now  got  my  various  vrorki 
well  forward ;  the  Jupiter  was  nearly  finished,  and  the  vase 
also ;  the  door  t>cgan  to  reveal  its  beauties.  At  tli-it  time 
tlie  King  came  to  Paris ;  and  though  I  gave  the  right  date 
of  the  year  1544  (or  my  daughter's  birth,  we  were  still 
in  '543 1  ^ut  an  opfwrtunity  of  mentioning  my  daughter 
having  arisen,  I  availed  myself  of  it,  so  as  not  to  interrupt 
the  narrative  of  more  important  things.    Well,  the  King,  a^H 

'  That  U,  in  IlaliaD,  "  the  loiigh  riod,"  %  name  giiea  lo  nsUck  St^rtrm 
li  alio  Ibc  Dame  fat  a  liul«  blacic  vcnomoiu  (crpcM. 
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I  have  said,  came  to  Paris,  and  paid  me  a  visit  soon  after  his 
arrival.  The  maRnificent  show  of  works  brotight  wcll-iiigh 
to  completion  was  cnoiij;h  to  satisfy  anyl>ody's  eyes ;  and 
indeed  it  gave  ttiat  glorious  monarch  no  less  conlcntment 
than  the  attis.t  who  had  worked  so  bard  upon  them  desired. 
While  inspecting  these  things,  it  came  into  his  head  that 
the  Cardinal  of  Ferrara  had  fulfilled  none  of  his  promises  to 
mc,  cither  as  regarded  a  pension  or  anything  else.  Whis- 
pering with  his  Admiral,  he  said  that  the  Cardinal  of  Ferrara 
had  behaved  very  badly  in  the  matter ;  and  that  he  intended 
to  make  it  up  to  mc  himself,  because  he  saw  1  was  a  man 
of  few  words,  who  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  might  decamp 
without  complaining  or  asking  leave. 

On  returning  home,  his  Majesty,  after  dinner,  told  the 
Cardinal  to  giv«  orders  to  his  treasurer  of  the  Gxcheqner 
that  he  should  pay  me  at  an  early  date  seven  thousand 
crowns  of  gold,  in  tliree  or  four  instalments,  according  to 
his  own  convenience,  provided  only  that  he  executed  the 
commis^on  faithfully.  At  the  same  time  he  repealed  words 
to  this  en'cct :  "  I  gave  Bcnvenuto  into  your  charge,  and 
you  have  forgotten  all  about  him."  The  Cardinal  said  that 
he  would  punctually  perform  his  itajcstj-'s  commands ;  but 
his  own  l>3d  nature  made  him  wait  till  the  King's  lit  of 
generosity  was  over.  Meanwhile  w.irs  and  rumours  of  wars 
were  on  the  increase  ;  it  was  the  moment  when  the  Emperor 
with  a  huge  army  was  marching  upon  Paris.'  Seeing  the 
realm  of  France  to  t>e  in  great  need  of  money,  the  Cardinal 
one  day  began  to  talk  of  me,  ainl  said :  "  Sacred  Majesty, 
acting  (or  the  liest.  I  have  not  had  that  money  given  to 
Benvenoto.  First,  it  is  sorely  wanted  now  for  public  use*. 
Secondly,  so  great  a  donation  would  have  exposed  j-ou  to 
the  risk  of  losing  Benvenuto  allogetlier  ;  for  if  lie  found 
himself  a  rich  man.  he  might  have  invested  his  money  in 
Italy,  and  the  moment  some  caprice  took  hold  of  him,  he 
would  have  decamped  without  hesitation.  1  therefore  con- 
sider that  y«ir  Majesty's  best  course  will  be  to  present  him 
with  something  in  your  kingdom,  if  you  want  to  keep  him 
in  youf  service  (or  any  length  of  time."  The  King,  being 
really  in  want  of  money,  approved  of  tliese  arguments ; 
nevertheless,  like  the  noble  soul  he  was,  and  truly  worthy 

'  to  1544  Qiailci  V.  idvuiccd  tow*rd  Chuiir*fi)«  asil  IlitMtcocil  Pull, 
while  ibc  Engluh  wnt  baieglng  Boul«fTi<'. 
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of  his  roj'al  statioD,  he  judged  righUy  that  the  Cardinal  tud 
acted  thus  in  order  to  curry  favour  rather  than  from  any 
dear  prevision  of  distressed  finances  ia  so  vast  a  realm. 
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As  I  have  just  said,  hit  Majesty  aSFected  to  ooocnr  with 
the  Cardinal,  t>ul  his  own  private  mind  was  otherwise  made 
up.  Accordingly,  upon  the  day  after  his  arrival,  without 
solicitation  upon  my  part,  he  came  of  his  own  accord  to  my 
house.  I  went  to  meet  him.  and  conducted  him  through 
several  rooms  where  divers  works  of  art  were  on  view. 
Beginning  wit!)  the  less  important,  I  pointed  out  a  quantity 
of  things  in  bronze ;  and  it  was  long  since  he  had  seen  so 
many  at  once.  Then  I  took  him  to  see  the  Jupiter  in  silver, 
now  nearly  completed,  with  all  its  splendid  decorations.  It 
so  ti.appcncd  that  a  grievous  disappointment  which  be  had 
sufiered  a  few  >-car3  earlier,  made  him  thmk  this  piece  more 
admirable  than  tt  might  [>crlups  have  appeared  to  any  other 
man.  The  occasion  to  which  I  refer  was  this :  After  the  cap- 
ture of  Tunis,  the  Emperor  passed  through  Paris  with  the 
consent  o(  his  brother<in-lftw.  King  Francis,'  who  wanted  to 
present  him  with  sometliing  wortliy  of  so  great  a  potcntnle. 
Having  this  in  view,  he  ordered  a  Hercules  to  be  executed 
in  silver,  exactly  of  the  same  size  as  my  Jupiter.  The 
King  declared  this  Hercules  to  t>e  the  ugliest  work  of  ait 
that  he  had  ever  seen,  and  spoke  his  opinion  plainly  to  the 
craftsmen  of  Paris.  They  vaunted  themselves  to  be  the 
ablest  craftsmen  in  the  world  for  works  of  this  kind,  and 
informed  the  King  that  nothing  more  perfect  could  possibly 
have  been  produced  in  silver,  insisting  at  the  same  time 
upon  t)eing  paid  two  thousand  ducats  for  their  filthy  piece 
of  work.  This  made  the  King,  when  he  belirtd  mine,  itflitTD 
that  the  finish  of  its  workmanship  exceeded  his  highest 
expectations.  Accordingly  he  made  an  equitable  judgment, 
and  had  my  statue  valued  also  at  two  lliousaiid  ducats, 
saying :  "  1  gave  those  other  men  no  salary ;  Cellini,  who 
gets  atx>ut  a  thousand  crowns  a  year  from  me,  can  surely 
let  me  have  this  masterpiece  for  two  thousand  crowns  of 

'  Id  tbf  jTir  IJJ9  ChatlaV,  oUuMct  kav«  to  uircnc  Fracc*  with  I 
wiy  on  the  ny  to  rlinden. 
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gold,  siQCC  be  has  his  salary  into  tlic  bargain."  Then  I 
exhibited  other  things  in  gold  and  silver,  and  a  variety  of 
Linodcls  lor  new  undertakings.  At  the  last,  }iist  when  he 
imu  taking  leave.  I  pointed  out  upon  the  lawn  of  the  castle 
that  great  giant,  which  roused  him  to  higher  astotiishincnt 
than  any  of  the  other  things  he  had  inspected.  Turning 
to  his  Admiral,  who  was  called  Monsignor  Aniballc,'  he 
said :  "  Since  the  Cardinal  has  made  him  no  provision,  we 
must  do  so,  and  all  the  more  because  the  man  himself  is 
so  slow  at  asking  favours— to  cut  it  short,  I  mean  to  have 
him  well  provided  for;  )'cs,  these  men  who  ask  for  nothing 
feci  that  their  masterpieces  call  aloud  for  recompense ; 
therefore  see  that  he  gets  the  first  abbey  that  falls  vacant 
worth  two  thousand  crowns  a  year.  If  this  cannot  be  had 
In  one  benefice,  let  him  have  two  or  three  to  that  amonnt, 
for  in  his  case  it  virill  come  to  the  same  thing."  As  I  was 
standing  by,  I  could  hear  what  the  King  said,  and  thanked 
his  Majesty  at  once  for  the  donation,  as  though  1  were 
already  in  possession.  I  told  him  that  as  soon  as  his  orders 
were  carried  into  effect,  I  would  work  lor  his  Majesty  with- 
out other  salary  or  recompense  oi  any  kind  until  old  age 
deprived  me  of  the  power  to  labour,  when  I  hoped  to  rest  my 
tired  t>ody  in  peace,  maintaining  m>-self  with  honour  on  that 
income,  and  always  hearing  in  mind  that  I   had  served  w 

I  great  a  monarch  xt  his  Majc-^ty.  At  tlie  end  of  this  speed) 
the  King  turned  toward  me  with  3  lively  gesture  and  a  jo>'ous 
countenance,  sa>-ing,  "So  let  it  then  be  done."  After  that 
Madame  d'Etampcs.  when  slie  heard  how  well  my  affairs 
were  going,  redoubled  her  spite  against  me,  saying  in  her 
own  heart :  "  It  is  I  who  rule  the  world  to-day,  and  a  Uttle 
fellow  like  that  snaps  his  fingers  at  me  I "  She  put  every 
iron  into  the  fire  which  she  could  think  of,  in  order  to  stir 
up  mischief  against  me.  Now  a  certain  man  fell  in  her  way, 
who  enjoyed  great  fame  as  a  distiller :  he  supplied  her  witli 
perfumed  waters,  which  were  excellent  for  the  complexion, 

■  Claude  irABMbwdt i  dttnrrd  At  Psvl*  with  Ktmntob ;  Manhal  in  I5jti 
Admlnl  of  FMdm  k  1(43, 
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and  hitherto  unknown  in  France.  This  fellow  she  intrrxlucetf 
to  tlie  King,  who  was  much  dch^fhted  by  tlie  processes  for 
distilling  which  he  exhibited.     \V1iilc  engaged  in  tliese  ex- 


I 

i 

..tly. 
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periments,  the   man   begged   his    Majesty   to  give     tiim 
tennis-court  I  had  in  my  castle,  together  with   some  lit 
apartments  which  he  said   I  did  not  use.    The  good  Ki 
guessing  who  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  business,  mode 
answer ;  hiil  Madame  d'Etampes  used  those  wiles  witli  wht 
women  know  so  well  to  work  on  men,  and  very  easily  suc- 
ceeded in  her  enterprise  ;  for  having  taken  the    King  at 
moment  of  amorous  weakness,  to  which  he  was  much  s 
ject,  she  wheedled  him  into  conceding  what  *he  wanted. 

The  diUillcr  came,  accompanied  by  Treasurer  Grolier, 
very  great  nobleman  of  France,  who  spoke  Italian  excellently, 
and  when  he  entered  my  castle,  began  to  jest  wiUi  me 
that  language.'  Watching  his  opportunitj-,'  he  said  :  "  In 
King's  name  I  put  this  man  here  into  possession  of 
tennis-court,  together  with  the  lodgings  that  pertain  to 
To  this  1  answered :  "The  sacred  King  is  lord  of  all  tilings 
here  ;  so  then  you  might  have  effected  an  entrance  witli  more 
freedom  :  coming  thus  with  notaries  and  people  of  the  court 
looks  more  hke  a  fraud  than  the  mandate  of  a  powerful 
monardi.  I  assure  you  that,  before  I  carry  my  complaints 
before  the  King,  I  shall  defend  my  right  in  the  way  bis 
Majesty  gave  me  orders  two  days  since  to  do.  I  shall  fiing 
the  man  whom  you  have  put  upon  me  out  of  window's  if  I  do 
not  see  a  warrant  under  the  King's  own  hand  and  seal." 
After  this  speech  the  treasurer  went  off  tlireatening  and 
grumbling,  and  I  remained  doing  the  same,  without,  however, 
beginning  tlie  attack  at  once.  Then  I  went  to  the  notaries 
who  had  put  the  fellow  in  possession.  I  was  well  acquainted 
with  them  ;  and  they  gave  me  to  understand  that  this  was 
a  formal  proceeding,  done  indeed  at  the  King's  orders, 
but  which  had  not  any  great  significance  ;  if  1  had  offered 
some  trilling  opposition  tlie  fellow  would  not  have  installed 
himself  as  he  had  done.  The  funnalitics  were  acts  ati< 
customs  of  tlie  court,  which  did  not  concern  obedience 
the  King  ;  consequently,  if  I  succeeded  in  ousting  him, 
should  have  acted  rightly,  and  should  not  incur  any  risk. 

'  JoD  Grolier,  ttiG  hmom  Ficnch  Mjtceiuix,  eollcelor  of  book*,  RnliqnI- 
Ub,  Ac 
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This  bint  wu  enough  for  me,  and  next  morning  I  had 
recoune  to  arms ;  and  (hough  the  job  coot  me  some  trouUei 
1  enjoyed  it.  Each  day  that  (ollovrcd,  I  made  an  attai.'k  with 
■tone*,  pikes  and  nrqiicbuHcs,  firing,  however,  wilhotit  txill ; 
neverthelens,  I  inspired  such  terror  that  no  one  dared  to 
h«lp  my  antagonist.  Accordingly,  when  I  noticed  one  day 
that  his  defence  was  (ect>le,  I  entered  the  house  by  force, 
and  expelled  ttie  fellow,  turning  all  his  goods  and  chattels 
into  the  street  Then  I  t>elook  me  to  the  King,  and  told 
hira  that  I  had  done  precisely  as  his  Majesty  had  ordered,  by 
defending  myself  against  every  one  who  sought  to  hinder  me 
in  his  service.  The  King  Uuglicd  at  the  matter,  and  made 
me  out  new  letters -patent  to  secure  me  from  further  moles- 
tatioa.1 


^ 


XLI 

In  the  meantime  1  brought  my  tHirer  Jupiter  to  comple- 
tion, together  with  Its  gilded  pedestal,  which  I  placed  upon 
k wooden  plinth  that  only  nhowed  a  very  tittle;  upon  the 
plinth  I  intiodiiced  (our  little  rotmd  lialls  of  hard  wood,  more 
tlian  half  hidden  in  their  sockets,  like  llie  nut  o(  a  croatbow. 
They  were  so  nicely  arranged  that  a  child  could  pu«h  tlie 
stattie  forwards  and  backwards,  or  turn  it  round  with  case. 
Having  arranged  it  thm  to  my  mind,  I  went  with  it  to  Foa- 
tainebleau,  where  the  King  was  then  residing. 

At  that  time,  Bdo|[na.  of  wliom  I  have  already  taid  ao 
much,  had  brought  from  Rome  hi*  statuet,  and  bad  cart 
them  very  carefully  in  broiuc  I  knew  nothing  about  thta, 
p.-irtly  ty-cauM  he  kept  bfs  dobtgl  vcr>-  dark,  and  also  because 
Knnlaineblcau  is  forty  mile*  distant  (mm  P.-iri*.  On  asking 
the  King  where  be  w:mtcd  me  to  set  up  my  Juptler,  Madame 
d'Etampes,  who  happened  to  be  present,  told  him  there  was 
no  place  more  appropriate  than  his  own  handsome  gallery. 
This  was,  as  we  slKiuld  say  in  Tu«cany,  a  loggia,  or,  more 
exactly,  a  Urge  lobby ;  it  ooght  indeed  to  be  called  a  lot>by, 
becftoae  what  we  mean  by  loggia  is  open  at  one  side.  The 
hall  was  considerably  longer  than  loo  paces,  decorated,  and 
very  rkh  with  pictures  from  the  hand  of  that  admirable  Romo^ 
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our  Florentine  master.  Among  the  pictures  were  arrang 
a  great  variety  of  sculptured  works,  partly  in  tlic  round,  and 
partly  in  bas-relief.  The  breadth  \vas  abcmt  twelve  paces. 
Now  Bologna  had  brought  all  his  antiques  into  this  gallery, 
wrought  with  great  t>eauty  in  bronze,  and  had  placed  them 
in  a  handsome  row  upon  their  pedestals ;  and  they  were,  as 
I  have  Mid,  the  choicest  o(  the  Roman  anttciuities.  Into  this 
same  jjallery  I  took  my  Jupiter  ;  and  when  I  saw  that  grand 
parade,  so  artfully  planned,  1  said  to  m>-self :  "This  is  tike 
running  the  gauntlet  ;<  now  may  God  assist  me."  I  placed 
the  statue,  and  having  arranged  it  as  well  as  I  was  able, 
waited  for  the  coming  of  the  King.  The  iupitcr  was  rablng 
his  thunderbolt  with  the  right  hand  in  the  act  to  hurl  it ;  bis 
left  hand  held  the  globe  of  the  world.  Among  the  tUunes  of 
the  thundcrlxilt  I  had  very  cleverly  introduced  a  torch  of 
white  W.-IX.  Now  Madame  d'F.lamiies  detained  the  King 
till  nightf.all,  wishing  to  do  one  of  two  mischiefs,  either  to 
prevent  his  coming,  or  else  to  spoil  the  effect  of  my  work  by 
its  being  shown  off  after  dark  ;  Ixit  as  God  has  promised  to 
those  who  trust  in  Him,  tt  turned  out  exactly  opposite  to  her 
calculations :  for  when  night  came,  1  set  fire  to  the  torch, 
which,  standing  higher  than  the  hcid  of  Jtipilcr,  shed  light 
from  above  and  sliowed  the  slalue  far  better  than  by  da>-time. 
At  length  the  King  arrived;  he  was  attended  by  his 
Madame  d'Etampes,  hts  son  the  Dauphin  and  tlie  Dauphiness, 
together  with  the  King  of  Navarre  his  brother-in-law,  Madame 
Marguerite  his  daughter,'  and  several  otlier  great  lords,  who 
had  been  instructed  by  Madame  d'Etampcs  to  speak  against 
me.  When  the  King  api-^arcd,  I  made  my  prciUicc  Ascanio 
push  the  iupitcr  tou-ard  his  Majesty.  As  it  moved  smoothly 
forwards,  my  canning  in  its  turn  was  amply  rewarded,  (or 
this  gentle  motion  made  the  figure  seem  aUve;  (he  antiques 
were  left  in  tlic  background,  and  my  work  w:is  the  first  to 
take  the  eye  with  pleasure.  The  King  exclaimed  at  once ; 
"This  is  by  far  the  finest  thing  that  has  ever  been  seen  ;  and 
I,  although  I  am  an  amateur  and  judge  of  art,  could  never 
have  conceived  the  hundredth  part  of  its  beauty,"  The  lords 
whose  cue  it  was  to  speak  against  me,  now  seemed  as  though 
Qicy  could  not  praise   my  masterpiece  enough.      Madame 

I  Quitlt  ti  t  f»mt  faitar4  in  fra  It  0ici^. 

*  Bon  151].    Maiticd  EmMutuele  FIHberto,  Duk«  ef  StTojr,   in  15M, 
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d'Etknpet  taid  boldly  :  "One  would  think  you  had  no  eyes  I 
Doat  yon  lee  all  those  fine  bronxcs  from  the  i(Titic)ue  behind 
there?  In  those  consists  the  real  distinclitm  ol  tliis  art,  and 
not  in  that  modern  tnimpery."  Tlien  the  KinR  advanced, 
3uid  the  others  with  him.  After  castinft  a  glance  at  tlie 
bronzes,  which  were  not  shown  to  advantofce  from  the  Ught 
being  below  them,  he  exclaimed :  "  Whoever  wanted  to  injare 
this  man  has  done  him  a  great  service ;  (or  the  compariaon 
o(  these  admirable  statues  demonstrates  the  immeasurable- 
Miperiority  of  his  work  in  beauty  and  in  art  Bcns'eniilo 
desems  to  he  made  much  of,  (or  his  pcrfonnanccs  do  not 
merely  rival,  but  surpa&s  the  antique."  In  reply  to  this, 
Madame  d'Etampes  ot>scrvcd  thai  my  lupiter  would  not  make 
anything  Uke  so  6ne  a  show  by  daylight ;  besides,  oo«  had 
to  consider  (hat  I  had  put  a  \'ei1  upon  my  statitc  to  conceal 
its  faults.  I  had  indeed  Hung  a  gauze  veil  with  elegance  and 
delicacy  over  a  portion  of  my  statue,  with  the  view  o(  aug- 
menting Its  majesty.  Tbix,  when  she  hnd  finislied  sp&tking, 
I  lifted  from  beneath,  uncovering  the  handtK>me  genital  mem- 
bers of  the  god ;  then  tore  the  veil  to  pieces  with  vcxalioct. 
She  imagined  I  had  disclosed  those  parts  at  the  statue  to 
in*ull  her.  The  King  noticed  how  angry  slie  was,  while  I 
w»f-  trying  to  force  some  words  out  in  my  fur>' ;  so  he  wisely 
■poke,  in  hli  own  language,  precisely aa  (oUowt :  "  Ilenvcmito, 
1  forbid  you  to  speak  :  hold  your  tongue,  and  you  shall  have 
a  tbonsand  timet  more  wealtli  than  you  detir«."  Not  being 
aUowcd  t<)  speak,  I  writhed  my  body  in  a  rage ;  this  made 
her  gnimble  vrith  redoubled  spite ;  and  the  King  departed 
sooner  than  he  would  otherwise  have  done,  callins  alood. 
however,  to  encourage  me  :  "  I  have  brought  from  Italy  tbe 
greatest  roan  who  ever  lived,  endowed  with  all  the  talents." 


XUl 

I  left  the  Jupiter  there,  meaning  to  depart  the  next  morn- 
ing.    Before  I  took  horse,  ono  thoontid  crowns  were  paid 

mr,  partly  for  my  salary,  and  potlly  on  account  o(  mooiea 
I  had  disbur«ed.  Having  received  tliis  sum,  1  relumed  with 
a  light  heart  and  satisfied  to  Paria.  No  sooner  lud  1  reached 
home  and  dined  with  merry  cheer,  than  I  culled  (or  alt  my 
wardrobe,  which  Included  a  great  many  tuiu  of  aiUc,  choice 
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furs,  and  also  very  fine  doth  stuffs.  From  these  I  selected 
presents  for  my  workpeople,  giving  each  something  accord- 
ing to  his  desert,  down  to  the  servant-girls  and  stable-boys, 
in  order  to  enconr»i,'c  them  to  aid  me  heartily. 

Being  then  refrcnhed  in  strength  and  spirits,  I  attacked 
the  great  statue  of  Mars,  whEcfa  I  had  set  up  solidly  upon  a 
frame  of  well-connected  woodwork.'  Over  tliis  there  lay  a 
cnist  of  plaster,  about  the  eighth  of  a  cutxit  in  tliiclcncss, 
carefully  modelled  for  the  flesh  of  the  Colossus.  Lnstly,  I 
prepared  a  great  number  of  moulds  in  separate  pieces  to 
compose  the  figure,  intending  to  dovetail  them  together  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  art ;  and  this  task  tuvolved  nof 
difnculty.  ■ 

I  will  not  here  omit  to  relate  something  which  may  serve 
to  give  a  notion  of  the  size  of  this  great  work,  and  is  at  the 
same  time  highly  comic.  It  must  first  be  mentioned  tltat 
I  had  forbidden  all  the  men  who  lived  at  my  cost  to  bring 
light  women  into  my  house  or  anywhere  within  the  castle 
predncts.  Upon  ttiis  point  of  discipline  I  was  extremely 
strict.  Now  my  lad  Ascanio  loved  a  very  handsome  girl, 
who  returned  his  passion.  One  day  she  gave  her  mother 
the  slip,  and  came  to  sec  Ascaiiio  at  night  Finding  that 
she  would  not  take  her  leave,  and  being  driven  to  his  wits' 
ends  to  conceal  her,  like  a  person  of  resources,  he  liit  at 
last  upon  the  plan  of  installing  her  inside  the  statue.  There, 
in  the  head  itself,  he  made  her  up  a  place  to  sleep  in  ;  this 
lodging  she  occupied  some  time,  and  he  used  to  bring  her 
forth  at  whiles  witli  secrecy  by  night  I  meanwtulc  haviitg 
brought  this  i^art  of  the  Colossus  almost  (o  completion,  left 
it  alone,  and  indulged  my  vanity  a  bit  by  exposing  it  to 
sight;  it  could,  indeed,  be  seen  by  more  than  half  Puis. 
The  ncighboui's,  therefore,  took  to  climt>ing  their  house* 
roofs,  and  crowds  came  on  purpose  to  enjoy  the  spectacle. 
Now  there  was  a  legend  in  the  city  that  my  castle  had  from 
olden  times  been  haunted  by  a  spirit,  though  1  never 
noticed  anything  to  confirm  this  belief ;  and  folk  in  Paris 
called  it  popularly  by  the  name  of  Lcmmonio  Borefe.*    The 

'  Thii  WM  wlial  he  called  Ihe  CoIomm  abof*,  p.  314.     He  mnjit  it  far  the 

Ibantnin  of  Fonuin'^blnu,     See  p.  199. 

'  rro|>cf  ly,  /j  AM-i  ileum,  Ine  gh(»t  of  a  monV  dieneil  in  divgMi  (iifrc). 
Ijc  PciiiNMlehadabadicpuiaiionDDaccmim ofihetnutdeniud  toh««e1ie«n 
ci>mn)[ttcd  (ticic  Id  ibe  (ooileeolti  ccmucy  b;  Queen  JcMine,  vife  ei  Pbiltp  V. 
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H  girl,  while  she  sojourned  ia  the  statue's  bead,  could  not 
H  prevent  some  of  her  movemcats  to  and  (ro  from  t>cing  per- 
ceptible through  its  cyc-holcs  ;  this  made  stupid  people 
say  that  the  ghost  had  got  into  the  body  of  the  fiijure,  and 
was  setting  its  eyes  in  motion,  and  its  mouth,  as  though  it 
were  about  to  talk.  Many  of  Uiem  went  away  in  terror; 
otlier^.  more  incredulous,  came  to  observe  Uie  phenomenon, 
and  when  they  were  unable  to  deny  the  Hashing  of  the 
statue's  eyes,  they  too  declared  their  credence  in  a  spirit 
— not  guessing  that  there  was  a  spirit  there,  and  sound 
young  flesh  to  boot. 


XLIII 

AU  this  while  I  was  engaged  in  putting  my  door  together, 
with  its  several  appurtenances.  As  it  is  no  part  of  my 
purpose  to  include  in  this  autobiography  such  things  as 
annahsts  record,  I  have  omitted  the  coming  of  the  Emperor 
with  his  great  host,  and  the  King's  mustering  of  his  whole 
army.'  At  the  time  when  these  events  took  place,  his 
Majesty  sought  my  advice  with  regard  to  the  instantaneous 
fortification  of  Paris,  He  came  on  purpose  to  my  house, 
and  took  me  all  round  tlie  city ;  and  when  he  found  that  I 
was  prepared  to  fortify  tlie  town  with  expedition  on  a  sound 
plan,  lie  gave  express  orders  that  all  my  suggestions  should 
be  carried  out  His  Admiral  was  directed  to  conunand  the 
Gitizens  to  obey  me  under  pain  of  his  displeasure. 

Now  the  Admirai  had  been  appointed  through  Madame 
d'Etampes'  influence  r.ilhcr  ttian  from  any  proof  of  his 
abthty,  for  he  wxt  a  man  of  little  talent.  He  t>ore  the 
name  of  M.  d'AnnebauIt,  which  in  our  tongite  is  Monsignor 
d'Aniballc :  but  the  French  pronounce  it  so  that  they  usually 
made  it  sound  like  MonUgnore  Asino  Bue.*  Tliis  animal 
tlicn  referred  to  Madame  d'Etampcs  (or  advice  upon  the 
matter,  and  slie  ordered  him  to  summon  Girolaroo  BeUarmato 
without  loss  of  time.*  He  was  an  engineer  from  Siena,  at 
tliat  time   in  Dieppe,  which   is  rather  more   than   a  day's 

'  Tovaid  the  «nd  of  Ancnst  lUf,  die  laperi«l  umjr  ftdnnccd  m  bt  h 
Epcrn*)',  within  tu-cnir  kagueiorrui*. 

■  i>.,  ui-oi,  Aiu  ti-ta. 

*  GiroUino  BclWnnati,  *  kMOcJ  nulIiciaaiicUB  toA  i^lilary  uchked, 
baaWbcd  6gB  SkflB fof  political  Kuotu.    Hr  (UiiEoed  ibehubontodUirc. 
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journey  distant  from  tb«   capital     He  came  at  once. 
set  tite  work  of  fortification  going  on  a  very  tedious  method,' 
which  made  mc  throw  the  job  up.     If  the   Emperor  t».id 
pushed   for\«-urd  at   this  time,  he  might  easily    have   Uiken 
Paris.     People  indeed   said  that  when  a   treaty  of   peatre 
was  afterwards  cx)iKhided,   Madame  d'Etampcs,   who  took 
more  pari  in  it  than  anybody  else,  betrayed   the   King.'    I 
shall  pass  tliis  matter  over  without  further  words,  since 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  plan  of   my  Mettfoirs.     Mean- 
while,  I  worked  diligently  at  the  door,  and  finished  Uic  vase, 
together  with  two  others  of  middling  size,  which   I   made  c^ 
my  owQ  stiver.    At   the  end  of   those  great    troubles,  the 
King  came  to  take  his  ease  awhile  in  Paris. 

That  accursed  woman  seemed  born  to  be  the  ruin  of  the 
world.  I  ought  tlierefore  to  thiiilf  m>'seli  of  some  account, 
seeing  she  held  me  for  her  mortal  enemy.  Haptiening  lo 
speak  one  day  with  the  good  King  about  my  matters,  site 
abused  mc  to  such  an  extent  ttiat  he  swore,  in  order  to 
appease  her,  he  would  take  no  more  heed  of  me  thencefor- 
ward tlian  if  he  had  never  set  eyes  upon  my  face.  Ttiese 
words  were  immediately  brought  me  by  a  paKe  of  Cardinal 
Perrara,  ciUcd  11  Villa,  who  said  he  had  he:ird  the  Kini; 
utter  them.  I  was  infuriated  lo  such  a  pitch  that  I  dashed 
my  tools  across  the  room  and  all  the  things  I  was  at  work 
on,  made  my  arrangements  to  quit  France,  and  went  upon 
the  spot  to  find  the  King.  When  be  had  dined,  1  was 
shown  into  a  room  where  I  found  his  Majesty  in  tJie  com- 
pany of  a  very  few  persons.  After  I  had  paid  him  the 
respects  due  to  kings,  he  bowed  his  head  with  a  gracious 
smile.  This  revived  hope  in  me ;  so  t  drew  nearer  to  his 
Majesty,  for  they  were  showing  him  some  things  in  my  own 
line  of  art :  and  after  wc  had  talked  awhile  about  such 
matters,  he  asked  if  I  bad  anytliing  worth  seeing  at  my 
house,  and  next  inquired  when  1  should  like  him  to  come. 
I  replied  that  I  had  some  pieces  ready  to  show  his  Majesty, 
if  he  pleased,  at  once.  He  told  me  to  go  home  and  he 
would  come  immediately. 

■  There  U  Indeed  £oo<l  ratMti  lo  beliert  ihsi  (he  Klng'i  mUticst,  in  he^^ 

£lQiit]p  of  the  Daupluii  u<l  Dluie  dc  Polticra,  iiliyed  hhe,  uul  ea*Ued  the 
periiluU  to  idvuio*  bayoad  EpenMjr. 
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went  accoidingly,  and  wailed  for  tlie  good  Kin)>'s  visit, 
who,  it  seems,  had  gone  mcanvvliile  lo  take  Iciivc  of  Mac'-nmc 
d'Etampcs.  She  asked  whither  he  was  bound,  adchnj;  ttiat 
she  would  accompany  him  ;  but  when  lie  inlormecl  her, 
•be  told  him  that  she  would  not  go,  and  be(U{ed  him  as  a 
special  favour  not  to  |{o  himself  that  day.  Slie  liad  to 
relurn  to  the  cliarge  more  than  twice  before  she  shook  tlie 
Ktnif'K  determination  ;  however,  he  did  not  come  to  visit  me 
ttiut  day.  Next  morning  I  weut  to  his  Majesty  at  the  same 
hour ;  and  no  sooner  had  be  caught  si);ht  oj  me,  thao  he 
swore  it  was  bis  intention  to  come  to  me  upon  tlie  spot. 
Going  then,  according  to  his  wont,  to  tAke  leave  of  his  dear 
Madame  d'Etampes,  this  lady  saw  that  all  her  influence  had 
not  been  able  to  divert  him  from  his  purpose  ;  so  siic  began 
with  Ihat  biting  tongue  of  hers  to  say  tlie  worst  of  me  that 
could  be  in«inuated  against  a  deadly  enemy  of  this  most 
worthy  crown  of  France.  The  good  King  appeased  her  by 
replying  tliat  the  sole  object  of  his  visit  was  to  administer 
such  a  scolding  as  should  make  roc  tremble  in  my  shoes. 
This  he  swore  to  do  upon  bis  honour.  Then  he  came  to  my 
house,  and  I  conducted  him  through  certain  rooms  u|X>n 
the  basement,  where  I  had  put  the  whole  of  my  great  door 
together.  Upon  beholding  it,  tlic  King  was  struck  with 
stupefaction,  and  quite  lost  his  cue  lor  reprimanding  me, 
as  he  had  promised  Madame  d'Etampcs.  Still  he  did  not 
cJioose  to  go  away  without  finding  some  opportunity  for 
scolding ;  so  he  began  in  this  wise :  "  Tliere  is  one  iiio«t 
Important  matter,  Bcnvcnulo,  which  men  of  your  sort,  though 
full  of  talent,  ought  alwa>-8  to  tjcar  in  mind ;  it  is  that  you 
cannot  bring  your  great  ^Uts  to  light  by  your  own  strength 
alone  ;  you  show  your  greatness  only  through  the  oppor- 
tunities we  give  >'ou.  Now  you  ought  to  be  a  little  more 
submissive,  not  so  arrogant  and  headstrong,  I  remember 
that  I  gave  you  express  orders  to  m:ike  me  twelve  sih'er 
statues ;  and  this  was  all  1  u-anted.  You  have  cliosen  to 
execute  a  salt. cellar,  and  vxtes  and  Uksts  and  drmrv,  and 
^  a  heap  of  other  ItiinKs.  which  quite  confound  me,  when 
H  I  consider  liow  you  have  neglected  my  wishes  and  worked 
^1   for  the  fulfilment  oi   your  own.      If  you   mean   to  go  on 
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in  tbis  M-ay,  1  shall  presently  let  you  uadcntand  what  u  my 
own  method  of  procedure  when  I  choose  to  have  Uungs 
done  in  my  ow-n  way.  I  tell  you.  therefore,  plainly :  do 
your  utmost  to  obey  my  commands ;  for  if  you  stick  to  \*our 
own  fancies,  you  wUl  run  your  head  against  a  wall."  While 
he  was  uttering  these  words,  his  lords  in  waiting  hung  upon 
the  King's  Ups,  seeing  him  shake  his  head,  frown,  and 
gcsticuLate,  now  with  one  hand  and  now  tvith  the  other. 
The  whole  company  of  attendants,  therefore,  quaked  with 
fear  for  me  ;  but  I  stood  firm,  and  let  no  breath  of  ttar 
pass  over  me. 


XLV 

When  he  had  wound  up  this  sermon,  agreed  upon  before- 
hand with  bis  darUng  Madame  d'Etarapes,  I  bent  one  leg 
upon  the  ground,  and  kissed  his  coat  above  the  knee.  Then 
1  began  my  speech  as  follows  :  "  Sacred  Majest)',  I  admit 
thai  all  that  you  have  said  is  true.  Only,  in  reply,  I  protest 
that  my  heart  has  ever  been,  by  day  and  night,  with  all 
my  vital  forces,  bent  on  ser\-ing  you  and  executing  your  com- 
mands. If  it  appears  to  j-our  Majesty  that  my  actions  contra- 
<lict  the»e  words,  let  your  Majesty  be  sure  that  Benvenuto  was 
not  at  fault,  but  rattier  possibly  my  evil  fate  or  adverse 
fortune,  wliicli  has  made  me  unworthy  to  serve  the  most 
admirable  prince  who  ever  blessed  this  eartli.  Therefore 
1  crave  your  pardon.  I  was  under  tlie  impression,  how- 
ever, that  your  Majesty  had  given  me  silver  for  one  statue 
only :  having  no  more  at  my  disposal,  I  could  not  execute 
others  ;  so.  with  tlie  surplus  which  remained  for  use,  I  made 
this  vase,  to  show  your  Majesty  the  grand  style  of  the 
ancients.  Pcrh.-ips  you  never  had  seen  anything  of  the  sort 
before.  As  for  the  sall-ccllar,  I  thought,  if  my  memory  docs 
not  betray  me.  that  >'Our  Majesty  on  one  occasion  ordered 
me  to  make  it  of  your  own  accord.  The  conversation  falling 
upon  something  ol  the  kind  which  had  been  brought  for  your 
inspection,  1  showed  you  a  mwlcl  ma<le  by  me  in  Italy ;  you, 
following  the  impulse  of  your  own  mind  only.  h.-id  a  thousand 
golden  ducats  told  out  for  me  to  execute  the  piece  withal, 
thanking  me  in  addition  for  my  hint ;  and  wtiat  is  more, 
I  seem  to  remember  that  you  commended  me  highly  when 
it  was  completed.     As  regards  tlie  door,  it  was  my  impressioo 
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that,  after  we  had  chanced  to  speak  aboot  it  at  Eomc  tJme 
or  other,  yotir  Majesty  gave  orders  to  your  chief  secretary, 
M.  Villciois,  from  whom  the  order  passed  to  M.  de  Maimagnc 
and  M,  dc  la  Fa,  to  this  efCccI,  that  all  these  gentlemen  should 
keep  me  going  at  the  work,  and  see  that  I  obtained  the  neces- 
sary funds.  Without  such  commission  I  should  certainly  not 
have  been  able  to  advance  so  fircat  an  tindertakinj;  on  my 
own  resources.  As  for  the  bronze  heads,  the  pedestal  of 
Jupiter  and  other  >uch-like  things,  I  will  t>cgin  b>'  sajrlns  that 
I  cast  those  heads  upon  my  own  account,  in  order  to  become 
acquainted  with  French  clays,  of  which,  as  a  foreigner,  1  had 
no  previous  knowledge  whatsoever.  Unless  1  had  made  the 
experiment,  I  could  not  have  set  alwut  casting  ihose  targe 
works.  Now,  touching  the  pedestals,  I  h»ve  to  say  that  I 
made  tliem  hecausc  I  judged  them  necessarj-  to  tlie  statue*. 
Conseciuently,  in  all  that  I  have  done,  I  meant  to  act  for  tlie 
best,  and  at  no  point  to  sucrve  from  your  Majesty's  ezpreased 
wishes.  It  is  indeed  true  that  I  set  that  huge  Colossus  up 
to  satisfy  my  own  desire,  paying  for  it  from  my  own  purse, 
even  to  the  point  which  it  has  reached,  because  I  thought 
that,  you  being  the  great  king  you  arc,  and  1  the  trifling 
artist  that  I  am,  it  was  my  duty  to  erect  for  your  glory  and 
my  own  a  statue,  the  hke  of  which  the  ancients  never  saw. 
Now,  at  the  last,  having  tieen  taught  that  God  is  not  inclined 
to  m;dte  me  worthy  of  so  glorious  a  service,  I  beseech  your 
Majesty,  instead  ot  the  noble  recompense  you  had  in  mind 
to  gi^'e  me  for  my  labours,  bestow  upon  me  only  one  small 
trifle  of  your  favour,  and  therewith  tlie  leave  to  quit  your 
Idogdom.    At  this  instant,  if  you  condescend  to  my  request, 

tl  sbsU  return  to  Italy,  always  thanking  God  and  your  Majesty 
for  the  happy  hours  which  1  have  passed  in  serving  yon." 
I. 
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The  King  stretched  forth  his  own  bands  and  raised  me 
^very  graciously.  Then  he  told  mc  that  1  ought  to  continue 
In  his  Kn-ice,  and  that  .all  that  I  bad  done  was  right  and 
pleaung  to  him.  Turning  to  the  lords  in  his  company,  he 
spoke  these  words  precisely :  "  I  verily  believe  that  a  finer 
door  could  not  be  made  for  Paradise  itself."  When  he  had 
ceased  speaking,  although  his  speech  had  been  entirely  in 
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m;  favour,  I  again  Uiaiiked  tiim  respectfully,  repeating,' 
however,  my  request  for  leave  to  travel ;  for  the  heat  of 
my  indignation  had  not  yet  cooled  down.  His  Maiesty, 
fcchng  that  1  set  too  little  store  upon  his  unwonted  and 
eatnundinary  condescension,  commanded  me  with  a  great 
and  terrible  voice  to  hold  my  tongue,  unless  I  xfantcd  to 
incur  his  wrath ;  afterwards  he  added  that  he  would  drown 
roe  in  gold,  and  th^it  he  gave  me  the  !ea\-e  I  asked ;  sad 
over  and  attove  the  works  he  had  commissioned,*  he  was 
very  well  satisfied  with  what  1  had  done  on  my  own  account 
in  the  interval ;  1  should  never  henceforth  have  any  quarrels 
with  him,  because  he  knew  my  character ;  and  for  my  pari, 
I  too  ought  to  study  the  temper  of  his  Majesty,  as  my  duly 
required.  1  answered  that  I  thanked  God  and  his  Majesty 
for  cvcr>'ltiing ;  then  I  asked  him  to  come  and  see  how  far 
1  had  advanced  the  great  Culussus.  So  he  came  to  my 
house,  and  I  had  the  statue  uncovcre<l ;  he  athnired  it  ex- 
tremety,  and  gave  orders  to  his  secrctar>'  to  pay  mc  all  the 
motley  I  had  spent  upon  it,  be  ttie  sum  what  it  might,  pro- 
vided I  wrote  tlie  bill  out  tn  my  own  Itand.  Then  he 
departed,  saying  :  "  Acheu,  mon  ami,"  which  is  a  phrase  not 
often  used  by  kings. 
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After  reluming  to  his  palace,  he  called  to  mind  the  words 
I  had  spoken  in  our  previous  interview,  some  of  which  were 
so  excessively  bumble,  and  others  9o  proud  and  haughty,  that 
they  caused  him  no  small  irritttion.  He  repealed  a  few  o( 
them  in  the  presence  of  Madame  d'Etampes  and  Mdnsignor 
di  San  Polo,  a  great  baron  of  France.'  Ttiis  man  had  alwa>i 
prolcsscd  much  friendship  for  me  in  tlic  past,  and  certainly, 
on  that  occasion,  he  showed  his  good-will,  after  the  French 
fasliion,  with  great  cleverness.  It  happened  thus :  tlic  King 
in  the  course  oi  a  long  conversation  complained  tliat  the 
Cardinal  of  Fetrara,  to  whose  care  he  had  entrusted  me, ' 

*  Til*  MSS>  In  (hb  pbtMC  vary,  and  the  mcuitns  n  doI  quite  clear. 
Acooidiag  lo  on*  rouiing.  Ihr  Kote  would  b« ;  *■  Thoucb  (b«  wotki  he  bad 
commiuioned  ««k  not  yel  begun."  Bal  tUt  intolva  aa  «wkwaid  tue  of  (he 
wocd  ^iffi. 

'  Fiui;!^  de  Boorbcci,  Comte  de  Skloi  Paul,  mm  of  ihe  etoef 
Id  unit  uid  a|H>iu  of  Frntfioii  I. 
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wvtr  ffave  a  thougM  to  my  affairs ;  so  (ar  aa  he  was  con- 
ccined,  1  might  have  decamped  from  the  realm ;  therefore 
he  must  cerlAJnly  arrange  for  committing  me  to  some  one 
who  would  appreciate  me  better,  because  he  did  nnt  want 
to  run  a  (artlier  risk  of  losing  me.  At  these  wnids  Monsieur  de 
Saint  Paul  expressed  bis  williiigTicstt  to  iindcrt-tke  the  charge, 
saying  that  tf  the  King  appointed  him  my  guardian,  he  would 
ict  so  that  [  should  never  have  the  chance  to  leave  the 
kingdom.  The  King  replied  that  he  was  very  well  satisfied, 
if  only  Saint  Caul  would  explain  the  way  in  which  he  meant 
to  manage  me.  Madame  sat  by  with  an  air  of  sullen  irritation, 
and  &unt  Paul  stood  on  his  dignity,  declining  to  answer  the 
King's  question.  When  tlie  King  repeated  it,  he  said,  to 
curry  favour  with  Madame  d'Etamt>c3 :  "  I  would  Iiang  tliat 
Bcitvcnuto  of  yours  by  the  neck,  and  thus  )*ou  would  keep 
him  for  ever  in  your  kingdom."  She  broke  into  a  lit  of 
laughter,  protCKltng  that  I  richly  deserved  it.  1'he  King,  to 
kcc])  them  company,  began  to  laugh,  and  said  be  had  no 
objection  to  Saint  Paul  hanging  me,  if  be  oould  first  produce 
my  equal  in  the  arix ;  and  although  I  had  not  earned  such 
a  fate,  he  gave  him  full  liberty  and  license  In  this  way 
that  day  ended,  and  I  came  oQ  safe  and  sound,  (or  which 
may  God  be  praised  and  thanked. 
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Ttie  King  had  now  made  peace  with  the  Emperor,  but 
not  with  the  English,  and  these  devil*  weie  keeping  us  in 
conftant  agitation.'  His  M.ijcaty  had  therefore  other  things 
than  pleasure  to  attend  to.  He  ordered  Ptero  Stroxzi  to  go 
with  sliips  of  war  into  the  English  waters ;  but  this  was  a 
rery  difhcult  undertaking,  even  for  that  great  commander, 
without  a  paragon  at  his  times  in  the  art  of  war,  and  also 
without  a  paragon  in  his  misloitunes.  Several  months  passed 
without  my  receiving  money  or  commissions ;  aocortlingly,  I 
dismissed  my  workpeoj^le  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
Italians,  whom  I  set  to  making  two  big  vases  out  of  my 
own  silver ;  for  these  men  could  not  work  in  bronze.    After 
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they  bad  tinishcd  these,  I  took  them  to  a  city  wbidi  be- 
longed to  the  Qitccn  of  Navarre  ;  it  is  c^lcd  Argcntana,  and 
ts  di^tunt  Kveral  days'  journey  from  Paris.'  On  arriving  at 
tliis  pl:ice,  1  found  tliat  the  King  was  indisposed ;  and  the 
Cardinal  oi  Ferma  tuld  bis  Majesty  that  1  u'as  oome.  He 
made  do  answer,  which  obliged  me  to  stay  sercral  days 
kicking  my  heels.  Of  a  tnith,  I  never  was  more  uncomfort- 
able ill  my  life ;  but  at  last  1  presented  myselt  one  evening 
and  oQcrcd  the  two  vases  for  the  King's  inspection.  He 
was  excessively  delighted,  and  when  I  saw  tuin  in  good 
humour,  I  begged  his  Majesty  to  grant  me  the  favour  of 
permitting  me  to  travel  into  Italy ;  1  would  lea%~e  the  seven 
months  of  my  salary  which  were  due,  and  his  Majesty  might 
condescend  to  pay  me  when  1  required  money  for  my  return 
journey.  I  entreated  him  to  grant  this  petition,  seeing  that 
the  limes  were  more  for  Bghting  than  for  making  statues ; 
moreover,  his  Majesty  had  allowed  a  similar  hcense  to  Bologna 
the  painter,  wherefore  I  humbly  begged  him  to  concede  the 
same  to  me.  While  I  was  uttering  tliese  words  the  King 
kept  gazing  intently  on  the  vases,  and  from  time  to  time  shot 
a  terrible  glance  at  me :  nevertheless,  I  went  on  praying  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  that  he  would  favour  my  petition.  All 
of  a  sodden  be  rose  angrily  from  bis  scat,  and  said  to  me 
in  Italian :  "  Bcnvenuto,  you  are  a  great  fooL  Take  these 
vases  back  to  Paris,  for  I  want  to  have  tbem  gilt"  Without 
making  any  other  answer  he  then  departed. 

I  went  up  to  the  Cardinal  of  Fertara,  who  was  presenti 
and  bcsotigtit  him,  since  he  had  already  conicrred  upon  me 
the  great  bcnelit  uf  freeing  me  from  jirison  in  Kome,  witli 
many  others  besides,  to  i\o  nie  this  one  favour  more  of  pro< 
curing  (or  me  leave  to  travel  into  Italy.  He  answered  that 
he  should  be  very  glad  to  do  bis  best  to  gratif)'  me  in  this 
matter ;  I  might  leave  it  without  farther  thought  to  him, 
and  even  if  I  chose,  might  set  oB  at  once,  because  he  would 
act  for  the  best  in  my  interest  with  the  King.  I  told  the 
Cardinal  that  since  1  was  aware  his  Majesty  had  put  me 
under  the  protection  of  his  most  reverend  lordship,  if  he 
gave  me  leave,  1  felt  ready  to  depart,  and  promised  to  return 
upon  the  smallest  bint  from  his  reverence.    The  Cardinal 
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then  bade  tne  go  back  to  Paris  and  wail  there  eight  days, 
during  which  time  he  would  procure  the  King's  license  for 
me :  if  his  Majesty  refused  to  let  me  go,  he  would  without 
fail  inform  me ;  b«t  if  I  received  no  lettera,  that  would  be  a 
sign  that  I  might  set  oS  with  an  easy  mind. 
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ol>c>-cd  (he  Cardinal,  and  leturncd  to  Paris,  where  I  made 
excellent  cases  for  my  three  silver  vases.  After  the  lnp>se  of 
twcnt>'  days,  I  began  my  preparations,  and  packed  the  three 
vases  upon  a  mule.  This  animal  had  been  lent  mc  (or  the 
journey  to  Lyons  by  the  Bishop  of  E^via.  who  was  now  once 
more  inttalled  in  my  castle. 

Then  I  departed  in  my  evil  hour,  together  with  Signor 
Ippolito  Gonzaga,  at  that  time  in  the  giay  of  tlie  King,  and 
also  In  tlie  service  of  C'wnt  Galeotto  dctla  Mlrandola.  Some 
other  gentlemen  of  the  said  count  went  with  us,  as  well  as 
Lionardo  Tedaldi,  our  fellow -citizen  of  Florence. 

I  mode  Ascanio  and  Pagolo  guardians  of  my  castle  and 
all  my  property,  including  two  little  vases  which  were  only 
just  begun ;  those  I  left  behind  in  order  that  the  two  yoong 
men  might  not  be  idle.  I  had  lived  very  handsomely  in 
Paris,  and  therefore  there  was  a  large  atnount  of  costly 
household  furniture :  the  whole  value  of  these  effects  ex- 
ceeded 1500  crowns,  1  bade  Ascanio  remember  what  great 
benefits  I  had  bestowed  upon  him,  and  that  tip  to  the  pre- 
•ent  he  had  t>ceR  a  mere  thoughtless  tad ;  the  time  was  now 
come  (or  him  to  show  the  prxidence  of  a  man ;  therefore  1 
thought  lit  to  leave  him  in  the  custody  of  all  my  good^  as 
also  of  my  honour.  If  he  had  the  least  thing  to  complain 
of  from  those  brutes  of  Frenchmen,  he  was  to  let  me  hear 
at  once,  because  I  would  take  post  and  lly  from  any  place 
in  which  I  found  myself,  not  only  to  discharge  the  great 
obltgatioas  under  which  I  lay  to  that  good  King,  but  also 
to  defend  my  honour.  Ascanio  replied  with  the  tears  of  a 
thief  and  hypocrite :  *'  I  have  never  known  a  father  better 
than  you  are,  and  all  things  which  a  good  son  is  twnnd 
to  pcKonn  for  0  good  father  will  1  ever  do  for  you."  So 
then  I  took  my  departure,  attended  by  a  servant  and  a  little 
French  lad. 
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,  wlien 


:  oi  the  King's  trcasurcn, 


.  vns  just  p;tst  noon, 
by  no  tneaiis  ftieuds  oj  mine,  oud«  a  visit  to  my  castle. 
Tli«  nscatly  fellows  bejjaa  by  saying  that  I  had  £one  otf 
witli  the  lung's  silver,  and  told  Me-»scr  Guidu  and  thi 
Bishop  of  Pa\-ia  to  send  at  once  oS  after  his  Uajcst/s 
vases ;  if  not,  they  would  themselves  dcspatdi  a  messcoger 
to  get  them  back,  and  do  me  some  great  mischief.  TtM 
Bishop  and  Messer  Cuido  were  much  more  frifiEhtened  thao 
was  accessary ;  so  they  sent  that  traitor  Ascanio  by  the  post 
off  on  the  s|x>t.  He  made  his  appearance  before  me  atxKit 
midnight  I  had  not  been  able  to  sleep,  and  kept  revolnn)* 
sad  thoughts  to  the  following  effect :  "  In  whose  hands 
have  1  left  my  property,  my  castle }  Oh,  what  a  fate  la 
this  of  mine,  which  forces  me  to  lake  this  journey  I  Uay 
God  grant  only  that  the  Cardinal  is  not  of  one  mind  with 
Madame  d'Etainpcs,  who  has  nothing  else  so  much  at  heart 
as  to  make  me  lose  the  grace  of  that  good  King." 


While  1  was  thus  dismally  debating  with  nyseU,  1  heard 
Ascanio  calling  me.  On  the  instant  1  jumped  out  of  lied, 
and  asked  if  he  brought  good  or  evil  tidings.  Tlie  knnve 
answered :  "  lliey  arc  good  news  I  bring ;  but  yuu  must 
only  send  back  those  tlirce  vases,  for  Ute  rascally  treasuren 
keep  footing,  '  Stop,  thief ! '  So  the  Bishop  and  Messet 
Guido  say  ttiat  you  must  absolutely  send  them  back.  For 
the  rest  you  need  have  oo  anxiety,  but  may  pursue  your 
journey  with  a  light  heart"  I  handed  over  the  vases  im* 
mediately,  two  of  them  being  my  own  property,  together 
with  the  silver  and  much  else  besides.'  I  had  meant  to 
take  them  to  tlie  Cardinal  of  Fcrrara's  abbey  at  Lyons ;  for 
ttiuiigh  people  accused  me  of  ^^'aIltiug  to  carry  them  into 
Italy,  everybody  knows  quite  well  that  it  is  impoitsible  to 
export  money,  gold,  or  silver  from  France  without  special 
Ucense.  Consider,  therefore,  whether  I  could  have  crossed 
the  frontier  with  those  three  great  vases,  which,  together 
with  their  cases,  were  a  whole  mule's  burden !  It  is  cer- 
tainty true  that,  since   tliese  articles  were   of   great  value 
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tlte  highest  beauty,  I  felt  tmeasincas  in  case  the  King 
die.  and  I  h.ic)  lately  left  him  in  a  very  bad  state  of 
1th ;  therefore  I  taid  to  myself :  "  If  such  an  accident 
should  happen,  havinfC  these  thiii({s  in  the  keeping  of  Uie 
Cardinal,  1  shall  not  lose  Uicm." 

Well,  to  cut  the  story  sliort,  I  sent  back  the  mule  with 
the  vases,  and  other  thin]^  of  importance ;  then,  upon  the 
following  morning,  I  travelled  forward  with  the  company 
I  have  alrcitdy  mentioned,  nor  could  1,  through  tlie  whole 
journey,  refrain  fmni  itiRhing  and  weeping.  Sometimes, 
however,  1  conitoled  myself  with  God  by  saying :  "  Lord 
God,  before  whose  eyes  the  truth  Ucs  open  I  Thou  knoweat 
that  my  object  in  this  joamey  is  only  to  carry  alms  to  six 
poor  miserable  virgins  and  their  mother,  my  own  sister. 
They  have  indeed  (heir  father,  but  he  is  very  old,  and 
gains  nothing  by  his  trade ;  I  (ear,  therefore,  lest  they 
might  too  easily  take  to  a  bad  course  o(  life.  Since,  then, 
1  am  performing  a  true  act  of  piely,  I  look  to  Tliy  Majesty 
for  aid  and  counscL"  This  was  all  the  recreation  I  enjoyed 
apon  my  forward  jmtmey. 

We  were  one  day  distant  from  Lyon*,  and  it  was  close 
apon  the  hour  of  twenly-two,  when  the  heavens  began  to 
thunder  with  sharp  rattling  clajM,  although  the  sky  was 
quite  clear  at  tiie  time.'  I  was  riding  a  cross-bow  shot 
before  my  comrades.  After  the  thunder  the  heavens  made 
a  noise  so  great  and  horrible  tliat  I  thought  the  Lost  day 
had  come :  so  I  reined  in  for  a  moment,  while  a  shower 
of  hail  t>cgan  to  (all  without  a  drop  of  water.  At  first  the 
hail  was  somewhat  larger  than  pellets  from  a  popgun, 
and  when  these  struck  me,  they  hurt  considerably.  Litlle 
by  little  it  increased  in  size,  until  the  stones  might  be 
compared  to  balls  fmm  a  ciiissbow.  My  horse  t>ecamc 
restive  with  fright ;  so  I  wheeled  round,  and  rettiraed  at  a 
gallop  to  where  I  found  my  comrades  taking  refuge  in  a 
fir-wood.  Tlie  hail  now  grew  to  the  aiite  of  btg  lemons. 
I  began  to  sing  a  Miserere  :  and  while  I  was  devoutly 
uttering  this  psahn  to  God.  there  fell  a  stone  so  huge  thai 
it  smashed  Ihr  thick  branch  of  the  pine  undvr  which  1  had 
retired  for  safety.  Another  of  the  hailstones  hit  my  horse 
upon  the  head,  and  almost  stunned  him ;   one  struck   me 
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also,  but  not  directly,  else  it  would  have  killed  me.  In ' 
like  nunner,  poor  old  Lionardo  Tedaldi,  who  tike  mc  waa 
luieelinK  on  tlie  sroimd,  received  so  shrewd  a  Wow  that  he 
fell  Krox'cllins  upon  all  four^  Wlien  I  saw  tliat  the  lir  bough 
offered  tio  protection,  and  tliat  1  ought  to  act  as  well  u 
to  intone  lay  Misereres,  1  began  at  once  to  wrap  my  mantle 
round  my  head.  At  the  same  time  I  cried  to  lionardo, 
who  was  shrieking  for  succour,  "Jesus  I  Jesus  I"  that  Jesua 
would  help  him  it  he  helped  himsdf.  I  bad  more  trouble 
in  looking  after  this  man's  safety  than  my  own.  The  storm 
raged  (or  some  while,  but  at  List  it  stopped ;  and  we,  who 
were  pounded  black  and  blue,  scrambled  as  well  as  we 
oonld  upon  our  horses.  Pursuing  the  way  to  our  lodging 
for  the  night,  we  showed  our  scratches  and  braises  to  each 
other ;  but  about  a  mile  farther  on  we  came  upon  a  scene 
of  devastation  which  surpassed  what  we  had  suffered,  aad 
defies  description.  Alt  the  trees  were  stripped  of  their 
leaves  and  shattered ;  the  beasts  in  the  6ekl  lay  dead ; 
many  of  the  herdsmen  had  also  been  killed :  we  observed 
large  quantities  of  hailstones  which  could  not  have  been 
grasped  unth  two  hands.  Feeling  tlien  that  we  had  come 
well  out  of  a  great  peril,  we  acknowledged  that  our  prayers 
to  God  and  Misereres  had  helped  us  more  than  we  could 
have  helped  ourselves.  Returning  thanks  to  God,  therefore, 
we  entered  Lyons  in  the  course  o(  the  next  day,  and 
tarried  there  eight  da>-s.  At  the  end  o(  tliis  time,  being 
refreshed  in  strength  and  spirits,  we  resumed  our  journey, 
end  passed  the  mountains  without  mishap.  On  tlie  other 
side  I  bought  a  little  pony,  because  tlie  baggage  which  I 
carried  had  somewhat  overtired  my  horses. 


LI 

After  we  had  been  one  day  in  Italy,  the  Coimt  Galcotio 
della  Mirandola  joined  us.  He  was  travelling  by  post ; 
and  stopping  where  we  were,  he  told  me  that  1  had  done 
wrong  to  leave  France ;  1  ought  not  to  journey  forwards* 
for,  if  I  returned  at  once,  my  affairs  would  be  more  pros- 
perous than  ever.  On  the  other  hand,  if  I  persisted  in  my 
course,  I  was  giving  the  game  up  to  my  enemies,  and  furnish- 
ing them  with  opportunities  to  do  me  mischief.     By  return 
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ring  I  might  put  a  stop  to  their  intrigues ;  and  those  ia 
whom  I  placed  tlie  most  conlidenoe  were  just  the  men  who 
played  most  traitorously.  He  would  not  say  more  than  that 
be  knew  very  weU  all  about  it ;  and,  indeed,  the  Cardinal 
of  Fcrrara  had  now  conspired  with  Uie  two  rogues  I  left  in 
cliarge  of  all  my  business.     Having  repeated  over  and  over 

I  again  that  I  oti^hl  absolutely  to  turn  back,  he  went  onward 
with  the  post,  while  1,  t>cing  intlucnccd  by  my  companions, 
could  not  make  my  mind  up  to  rcltim.  My  heart  was 
•orelv  torn  asunder,  at  one  moment  by  the  desire  to  reach 
Florence  as  quickly  as  I  could,  and  at  another  by  the  con- 
viction that  I  ought  (o  regain  Fi-ancc  At  last,  in  order 
to  end  the  lever  of  this  irresolution,  I  determined  to  take 
the  post  for  Florence.  I  could  not  make  arrangements  with 
the  fir^  postmaster,  but  persisted  in  my  purpose  to  press 
forward  and  endure  an  anximit  life  at  Florence.* 

1  parted  company  with  Siflnor  Ippolito  Gonzaga,  who 
toolc  the  route  for  Mirandola,  while  I  diverged  upon  the 
road  to  Parma  and  Piacenza.  In  the  latter  city  1  met  Duke 
Pier  Luigi  upon  the  street,  who  stared  me  in  the  (ace, 
and  recognised  me.'  Since  I  knew  him  to  have  been  ttie 
sole  cause  of  my  imprisonment  in  the  castle  of  S.  Angelo, 
the  si^ht  of  him  made  my  blood  boiL  Yet  being  unable 
to  escape  from  the  man,  I  decided  to  pay  him  my  respects, 
and  arrived  Just  after  he  had  risen  from  tabic  in  the  com- 
pany of  tlie  Landi,  who  afterwards  murdered  him.  On 
my  appearance  he  received  me  with  unbounded  marks  of 
esteem  and  aRection,  among  which  he  took  occasion  to  re- 
mark to  the  gentlemen  present  that  I  was  the  first  artist  of 
the  world  in  my  own  Une,  and  that  I  had  l>een  (or  a  long 
while  in  prison  at  Rome.  Then  he  turned  to  me  and  said : 
"  My  Benvennto,  I  was  deeply  grieved  (or  your  misfortune, 
and  knew  well  that  you  were  innocent,  but  could  not  do 
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anything  to  help  you.  In  short,  it  was  my  father,  who 
chose  to  gratify  some  eiiemies  of  yours,  from  whom,  more- 
over, he  heard  Uiat  you  had  spokeo  ill  of  him.  I  am  con- 
vinced this  was  not  Inic,  and  indeed  I  was  heartily  sorry 
(or  your  trouble*."  These  words  he  kept  piling  up  and 
repeatiiis  until  he  seemed  to  be  begging  my  pardon.  After- 
wards  h«  inquired  about  the  work  i  had  been  doing  for  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty ;  and  on  my  furnishing  him  with 
details,  he  listened  as  attentively  and  graciously  as  possible. 
Then  he  asked  if  i  had  a  miud  to  serve  him.  To  this  I 
replied  that  my  honmir  would  not  allow  me  to  do  so  ;  but 
that  if  I  had  complete*!  those  extensive  works  begun  for 
tlie  King,  I  should  be  disposed  to  quit  any  great  prince 
merely  to  enter  his  Excellency's  ser^'ice. 

Hereby  it  may  t>e  seen  how  tlie  power  and  goodness  of 
God  never  leave  unpunished  any  sort  or  quality  of  mea 
who  act  unjustly  toward  the  Innocent.  This  man  did  what 
waa  equivalent  to  begging  my  pardon  in  the  presence  of 
those  very  persons  who  subsequently  took  revenge  on  him 
for  mc  and  many  others  whom  he  had  massacred.  Let 
then  no  prince,  however  great  he  be,  laugh  at  God's  justice, 
in  the  way  that  many  whom  1  know  are  doing,  and  who 
have  cruelly  maltreated  me,  as  I  shall  relate  at  the  proper 
time.  I  do  not  write  these  things  in  any  worldly  spirit  of 
boasting,  but  only  to  return  thank's  to  God,  my  deliverer 
in  so  many  trials.  In  those  too  which  daily  ass.iil  me,  1 
alwa>'s  carry  my  complaint  to  Him,  and  call  on  Him  to  be 
my  defender.  On  all  occasions,  after  I  have  done  my  best 
to  aid  myself,  if  I  loie  courage  and  my  feeble  forces  fail, 
then  is  the  great  might  of  God  manifested,  which  descends 
unexpectedly  on  those  who  wrongfully  injure  tlieir  neigh- 
bours, or  neglect  the  grave  and  honourable  cliarge  tbey 
have  received  from  Him. 


n 


Ul 

When  I  reltimed  to  my  inn,  I  found  tliat  the  Duke  had  seiR 
me  abtindancc  to  cat  and  drink  of  very  excellent  igtulity.  I 
made  a  hearty  meal,  then  mounted  and  rode  toward  Florence. 
There  I  found  my  aster  with  six  daughters,  tlic  eldest  ot 
whom  was  marriageable  and  the  youngest  still  at  nurse.     Her 
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husband,  by  reason  of  divers  circumstances  in  the  city,  had 
lost  employment  from  his  trade.  I  had  sent  gems  and 
French  jewellery,  more  than  a  year  earlier,  to  the  amount  of 
about  two  thougnnd  ducats,  and  now  broufjht  with  me  the 
same  wares  to  tlie  value  o(  about  one  thousand  crowns.  I 
discovered  tliat,  whereas  I  made  tlicm  an  allowance  of  four 
golden  crownM  a  montti,  they  always  drew  considerable  sums 
from  the  current  sale  of  these  articles.  My  brotticr-in-law 
was  such  an  houest  fellow,  that,  fearing  to  give  me  cause  for 
anger,  he  had  pawned  nearly  ever>-thing  he  possessed,  and 
wan  devoured  by  Interest,  in  his  anxiety  to  leave  my  monies 
untouche<l.  It  seems  that  my  allowance,  tn.-ide  by  way  of 
charily,  did  not  suffice  for  the  needs  of  the  family.  \V1ien 
then  1  found  him  so  honest  in  his  dealings,  I  fell  inclined 
to  raise  his  pension ;  and  It  was  my  intention,  t>cfoM 
leaving  Florence,  to  make  some  airangcmcnt  for  all  of  his 
daughters.' 


» 


Lilt 

The  Duke  of  Florence  at  this  time,  which  was  the  month 
of  August  1545,  had  retired  to  Poggio  a  Cajano,  ten  miles 
distant  from  Florence.  Tliither  then  I  went  to  pay  him 
my  respects,  with  the  sole  object  of  acting  as  duly  required, 
first  because  1  was  a  Florentine,  and  next  tiecause  my  fore- 
fathers had  always  been  adherents  of  tlie  Medicean  parly, 
and  1  yielded  to  none  of  Uiem  in  affection  for  this  Duke 
Cosimo.  As  I  have  said,  then,  I  rode  to  Poggio  with  the 
sole  object  of  paying  my  respects,  and  witli  no  intention  of 
accepting  service  under  him,  as  God,  who  does  all  things 
well,  did  then  appoint  for  me. 

When  I  was  introduced,  the  Duke  received  me  rtry 
kin<!]y ;  ttien  lie  and  the  Duchess  put  questions  concerning 
tlic  works  which  I  had  executed  for  tlic  King.'  I  answered 
wiMingly  and  in  detail.  After  Listening  to  my  story,  he 
answered  that  he  had  heard  as  much,  and  that  I  spoke  the 
truth.    Then  he  assumed  a  tone  of  empathy,  and  added : 

■  Though  thU  paiienpli  It  oonAned,  iIm  BMSsiiic  leeou  to  be  ihat  CelliBl'i 
broUtei'in-Uw  dia  not  lue  Ibc  oKinejr  which  aocnwd  from  the  ulc  of  jewel- 
leiy,  uid  fol  iMo  ilctrt,  b«c*iuc  hb  &IIoiinnc«  w»  latiitt^VMir,  uiii  be  wu 
oal  o(  votK. 

*  Thta  Duch«M  WM  Elcodon  di  Toledot  trail  known  (o  m  through  Bi ouin'/i 

pormh. 
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"  How  small  a  recompense  for  sucli  (treat  and  noble  mast 
pieces!  Friend  Benvenuto,  jf  you  leel  inclined  to  execute 
something  for  me  loo,  I  am  ready  to  pay  you  far  txtter  than 
that  King  of  yours  has  done,  for  whom  your  excellent  nature 
prompts  you  to  speak  so  gratefully."  When  1  understood 
his  drift,  1  described  the  deep  obbgations  under  which  1  lay 
to  his  Majesty,  who  first  obtained  my  liberation  from  that 
iniciuitous  prison,  and  nftcrvrards  supplied  me  with  the  means 
of  carrying  out  mnre  admirable  works  than  any  artist  of  my 
qtiahty  had  ever  had  tlic  chance  to  do.  While  I  was  thus 
speaking,  my  loid  the  Duke  writhed  on  his  chair,  and  seemed 
as  though  he  could  not  bear  to  hear  me  to  the  end.  Then, 
when  1  had  concluded,  he  rejoined  :  "  If  yoti  are  disposed  to 
work  for  me,  I  will  treat  you  in  a  way  that  will  astonish  yoo, 
provided  the  fruits  of  your  labours  give  me  satisfaction,  of 
which  I  have  no  doubt."  I.  poor  unhappy  mortal,  burning 
with  desire  to  sliow  the  noble  school '  of  Florence  that,  after 
leaving  her  in  youth,  I  had  practised  other  brandies  of  the 
art  than  she  imagined,  gave  answer  to  the  Duke  that  I  would 
willinfdy  erect  for  him  in  marble  or  in  bronze  a  mij;hty  statue 
on  his  fine  piaua.  He  replied  that,  for  a  lirst  essay,  he 
should  like  me  to  produce  a  Perseus ;  he  had  long  set  his 
heart  on  having  such  a  monument,  and  he  tKgged  me  to 
begin  a  model  for  the  same.'  1  very  gladly  set  myself  to  the 
task,  and  in  a  few  week's  I  finished  my  model,  which  was 
sbout  a  cubit  high,  in  yellow  wax  and  very  delicately  finished 
in  all  its  details,  i  had  made  it  with  the  most  Uiorough 
study  and  art.' 

I'he  Duke  returned  to  norence,  but  several  days  passed 
before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  shoving  my  roodcL  It 
seemed  Indeed  as  Uioiigh  he  had  never  set  e>*es  on  me  or 
■polcen  with  me.  and  this  caused  me  to  augur  UI  of  my  future 
dealings  witli  his  Excellency.     Later  on,  however,  one  day 

'  Thb  schuol  wu  ihc  C(.1tFgio  dti  Mamri  di  B«I1b  Aili  in  Flomice,  who 
btd  hilbctto  knoarn  of  Cellini  mainly  u  a  soldunith. 

*  Gorimo  ehoM  tha  iDb)ecl  o/  Penew  bcoMse  il  lyBbalkcd  fats  own  TtdOfy 
■ret  Ibe  Gonoa  of  irtBiialcide  sad  R«puUiflM  [■ilhisditii  Donaiello't 
TinUih,  qrnibaliBnB  jnsiUisliU  nclcMe,  and  Mlehd  Aafckri  DiTid,  tyn- 
wUtl^  ue  nuehl  Of  iniwccat  liehl  ■c*'"*  ■»  ovclxaring  anrper,  aUtiMl* 
deMiKled  the  FioTeDtine  piun.  Xlalil  Uuly,  Iwtti  of  iImm  ««M«[;fan»  ilood 
toKMlm  there  vtih  tfac  t>cr»nu  of  Cellini. 

■  nit  It  ptolably  the  ptedona  iiioil«l  sow  exiilinc  ■»  11"  Bsrgello  PsUm 
*l  FlocenM.  oi  miny  p«nu  note  int«reitiB£  ilua  tbe  oonpUtcd  li«afief  itntiu 
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after  dinner,  I  took  it  to  his  wsirdrotic,  where  he  came  to 
Inspect  it  with  the  Duchega  and  a  lew  gentlemen  of  the  court. 
No  sooner  had  he  seen  it  than  he  expressed  much  pleamre, 
and  extolled  it  to  the  sldcx ;  whcrcfrom  I  jtalhered  lome  hope 
that  he  mij^ht  really  be  a  connoisseur  ol  art.  After  havlos 
well  considered  it  (or  tome  time,  always  with  greater  satis* 
faction,  he  l>eRan  as  follows  :  "  If  you  could  only  execute  this 
tittle  model.  Bcnvcnuto,  with  the  same  perfection  on  a  targe 
scale,  it  would  be  the  fmest  piece  in  the  piazza."  1  replied : 
"  Moet  excellent  my  lord,  upon  the  piazza  are  now  standing 
works  by  the  great  Donatdlo  and  tlie  incnmp;iniMc  Michel 
Aogelo,  the  two  greatest  men  who  have  ever  lived  since  Uie 
days  of  the  andentt.'  But  since  your  Excellence  encourages 
my  model  with  such  praise,  1  feel  tlie  heart  to  execute  it  at 
least  tlirice  as  well  in  bronze."'  No  shglit  dispute  arose  upon 
this  declaration ;  the  Dulte  protesting  that  he  understood 
these  matters  perfectly,  and  was  quite  aware  what  could  be 
done.  1  rejoined  that  my  achievements  would  resolve  bis 
duMlationsand  debates  ;  1  was  absolutely  sure  of  bcinR  able 
to  perform  far  more  than  I  had  promised  (or  his  Excellency, 
but  that  lie  must  give  me  means  for  caTT)-ing  my  work  out, 
else  I  could  not  fulfil  my  undertaking.  In  reluni  for  this 
his  Excellency  l»dc  me  formulate  my  demands  in  a  petition, 
detailing  all  my  requirements ;  he  would  sec  them  lit>eraUy 
attended  to. 

It  is  certain  that  if  I  had  been  cimning  enough  to  secure 
tiy  contract  all  1  wanted  (or  my  work,  I  should  not  have 
incurred  die  great  trout>Ies  whicli  came  upon  roe  through 
my  own  fault  But  he  showed  tlic  strongest  desire  to  have 
the  work  done,  and  the  most  perfect  willingness  to  arrange 
prclimitiaiics.  I  therefore,  not  discemmg  that  he  was  more  1 
merdiitnt  Dun  a  duke,  dealt  very  (taiikly  with  his  Excellency, 
Just  as  tf  I  had  to  do  with  a  prince,  and  not  with  a  commercial 
man.  1  tent  in  my  petition,  to  which  he  replied  in  laise 
and  ample  terms.  The  memorandum  ran  as  (oUowi :  "  Mosl 
nrc  aud  excellent  my  {ulron,  petitions  of  any  validity  and 
corapacts  between  us  of  any  vaJoe  do  not  rest  upon  words 
or  writings ;  tlie  whole  point  is  that  I  should  auccccd  in  my 
work  acconliRg  to  my  promise ;  and  if  I  so  aueoecd.  I  feel 

•  DontuDo'i  ladkk  ud  IfalofanB  i  MkM  Ai««b't  DnM. 
■  It  U  dUkofc  Ut  sh*  lb*  naci  cnM  of  ft'tmit  Mkl  /wrAi  tn  tW  tral 
hM  I  Mak  Ike  drift  ol  ibe  wntenn  i*  leniltfeil  abon. 
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convinced  that  your  most  iltiistriotu  Excellency  will  very 
well  remember  what  jxiu  have  eni;ras>ed  to  do  for  me." 
This  language  so  charmed  the  Diike  both  wiUi  my  ways 
ol  acting  and  of  speaking  tliaE  he  and  the  Dudiess  begut 
to  trext  lue  with  extraordinary  roarlcB  of  favour. 


LIV 

Beinfi  now  InBgoned  uHth  a  Rreat  desire  to  begin  worl;- 
ingt  I  told  iiis  Excellency  that  1  had  need  of  a  house  where 
I  could  install  myself  and  erect  furnaces,  in  order  to  com- 
mence operations  in  day  and  bronze,  and  also,  according  to 
their  separate  rcquiicmcnts,  in  gold  and  silver.  I  knew  tliat 
be  was  well  aware  how  thoroughly  1  oould  serve  htm  id 
those  several  branches,  and  1  required  some  dwelling  Cttcd 
for  my  business.  In  order  that  his  Excellency  might  per- 
ceive how  earnestly  I  wished  to  work  for  him,  I  had  already 
chosen  a  convenient  house,  in  a  quarter  much  to  my  tikinj;.' 
As  I  did  not  want  to  trench  upon  his  Excellency  for  money 
or  an>ihing  of  that  sort,  1  had  brought  with  me  from  France 
two  jewek.  with  which  I  bi-gged  him  to  purchase  me  the 
house,  and  to  keep  them  until  I  earned  it  with  my  bbo<ir. 
These  jewels  were  excellently  executed  by  my  workmen, 
after  my  own  designs.  When  he  had  inspected  them  with 
minute  attention,  he  uttered  these  spirited  words,  which 
clothed  my  soul  with  a  false  hope :  **  Take  back  your  jewels, 
Bcuvcnuto  I  I  want  >'ou,  and  not  them  ;  you  shall  have  your 
house  free  of  cliarges."  After  this,  he  signed  a  rescript 
undcme:ith  the  petition  I  had  drawn  up,  and  which  I  have 
always  presen-ed  among  my  {napcrs.  Tlie  rescript  ran  as 
follows :  "  Lei  the  house  be  seat  to,  and  who  is  the  vendor, 
and  at  what  Price;  /or  tM  teish  lo  comply  mlh  Benvenulo's 
nquesV*  I  naturally  thought  that  this  would  secure  me 
in  possession  of  the  house ;  being  over  and  above  convinced 
that  my  performances  must  far  exceed  what  I  promised. 

His  Excellency  committed  the  execution  of  these  orders 
to   bis   majordomo,  who  was  named   Ser   Pier    Francesco 

>  TUi  houie  ii  b  the  Via  del  Rovio,  eiuer«<i  from  Vm  dellft  Ptapilt, 

JtOL  »W. 

*  TV  pctitioo  and  the  icsciipt  uc  in  tiitttOM,  uid  oonfirD  Cdllnri 
Aj  is  it'.ii  lrau>clx<D.    See  Buochj.  p.  JII7. 
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Riccio.'  The  nun  came  from  Prato,  and  (ud  been  lh« 
Duke's  pcdoKoitue.  I  Ullced,  then,  to  thin  donkey,  And 
deuribcd  my  rcquLreinents,  (or  tJiere  wa*  a  garden  ad- 
fololnit  the  house,  on  which  I  wanted  to  erect  a  woiL^hop^ 
lie  handed  tlie  matter  over  to  a  paymaster,  dr)-  and  iiic.i);rc, 
wlio  tx>re  tlic  name  ot  Lattanzio  Goriiu.  lliis  tlim&y  Uttlc 
fellow,  with  bh  tiny  spider's  hands  and  small  gnat's  voice, 
moved  about  the  business  at  a  snail's  p;ice ;  yet  in  an  evil 
hour  he  sent  me  stones,  sand,  and  lime  enowKh  to  build 
perhaps  a  pigeon-house  with  careftd  management.  When 
1  saw  how  coldly  Uiint;«  were  gointf  forward,  I  ttcgai)  to 
feel  dismayed  ;  however,  I  said  to  myself :  "  Little  begiii- 
ningit  Mimctiincs  have  great  endings;"  and  I  fostered  hope 
ID  my  heart  by  noticing  how  many  thousand  ducal:)  h^ 
recently  been  squandered  upon  ugly  pieces  of  bad  sculpture 
turned  oat  by  that  beast  of  a  Buaccio  BandinclU.*  So  I 
rallied  my  spirits  and  kept  prodding  at  Lattansio  GorinJ, 
to  make  him  go  a  little  faster.  It  was  hke  shouting  to  a 
pack  of  lame  donkeys  with  a  blind  dwarf  for  their  drirer. 
Under  these  diRicullies,  and  by  the  use  of  roy  ou-n  money, 
I  had  Boon  marked  out  tlie  foundations  of  the  workshop 
and  beared  the  ground  of  trees  and  vines,  labouring  on, 
according  to  my  wont,  with  tire,  and  perhaps  a  triSe  of 
impatience. 

On  the  other  side,  I  was  in  tlie  hands  of  Tasso  the  car- 
penter, a  greal  friend  of  mine,  who  had  recctveil  my  mttni^ 
tioos  for  nuLkiiig  a  wooden  IrAiiicwurk  to  set  up  the  Perseus, 
I1)is  TatM  was  a  most  excellent  craftsman,  the  best,  I 
believe,  who  ever  lived  in  his  own  branch  of  art.'  Per- 
sonally, he  wa*  say  and  nicrr>'  by  teinperanienl ;  and  when* 
ever  1  went  to  kcc  him,  he  met  me  laughing,  will)  some  little 
•ong  in  falsetto  on  his  hps.  H.'Uf  in  despair  as  I  Ihcn  was, 
newv  coming  that  my  affairs  in  France  were  going  wmng, 
and  these  in  Florence  promising  but  ill  through  tlie  litke- 
warmncsB  of  my  patron,  1  could  never  stop  listening  till 
tialf  the  song  was  finished ;   and  so  in  the  end   1  used  to 

•  VwcM.  Si.  /■/»>■.,  Ub.  ■*.  44.  |iv«*  to  Itti*  ou  tbt  chftnair  ol  ■  (w 
■MiMsoM  oMioi^lcd  (teiplctaa. 

•  &UM  alb  lUi  Mi*.  M«  UtUf  Tm  WhI  rinl,  OnmnU  w  iIm  gntt  mi, 
UtiJUtaJ.  ImumI  of  BMdo.  a-hich  U  tbanmmd  faf  BiclBlgiPwin. 

•  Sw  p.  ti.    Vtmti  InnodMwt  hka.  WvMhn  wtth  Coaliao'i  othn  iHoand 
•ftlimlna  baeooftbt  rilsw)  VsedUa M  FlomiM.    Sot  Pkw,  |k  ix^ 
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checf  up  a  little  with  my  friend,  and  drove  away,  as  well 
as  1  was  able,  some  lew  of  the  gloomy  llioui^lits  which 
weighed  upon  me. 


LV 

I  had  got  all  the  above-mentioned  thinss  in  otxler,  and 
was  making  vigoroua  preparations  for  my  great  undertakinft 
— indeed  a  portion  of  the  lime  had  been  already  used— 
when  I  received  sudden  notice  to  appear  before  the  major- 
doroow  I  found  him,  after  Im  Excellency's  dinner,  in  the 
hall  of  the  dock.'  On  entcrint!,  I  paid  liim  marked  respect, 
and  he  received  me  with  the  greatest  stiffness.  Then  he 
asked  who  had  installed  mc  in  the  house,  and  by  whose 
authority  I  had  begun  to  build  there,  saying  he  marvelled 
omch  that  I  had  l>cen  so  headstrong  and  foolhardy.  I 
answered  that  1  had  been  installed  in  the  house  by  hia 
Excellency,  and  tliat  his  lordsliip  himself,  in  the  name  of 
his  Excellenc)',  had  given  the  orders  to  Laltanzio  Gorini, 
"  Lattanzio  bfought  stone,  sand,  and  lime,  and  provided 
what  1  wanted,  saying  he  did  so  at  your  Iordship*s  ofders." 
When  I  had  thus  spoken,  the  brute  turned  upon  mc  with 
still  greater  tartness,  vowing  that  neither  I  nor  any  of 
those  whom  I  had  mentioned  spoke  the  truth.  This  stung 
mc  to  the  quick,  and  I  exclaimed :  '"  0  majordomo,  so  long 
as  your  lordsliip'  chooses  to  use  language  befitting  the  high 
office  which  jxiu  hold,  t  shall  revere  you,  and  speak  to  you 
as  icspcctfully  as  I  do  to  the  Duke ;  if  you  tike  another 
line  with  me,  I  shall  address  you  as  but  one  Scr  Pier  Fran- 
cesco fticcio."  He  flew  into  such  a  rage  tliat  I  thought 
he  meant  to  go  mad  upon  the  spot,  anticipating  tlie  time 
ordained  by  Heaven  for  Iiim  to  do  so.*  i*ouring  forth  a 
torrent  of  abuse,  he  roared  out  that  he  was  surprised  at 
himself  for  hanng  let  mc  speak  at  all  to  a  man  of  his 
quality.    Thereupon  my  blood  was  up,  and  I  cried ;  "  Mark 

I  One  o/  th«  looma  ia  the  Pklano  Vnchic^  lo  ollpd  becasM  Lbo  famoai 
ttwionsphkol IhnepicMv  bimIi? ftlraut  i4S4fcn  Loieniade'  Medici  l>r  Lo>«dm 
ddU  Voli«l«,  aood  tb«tb 

*  It  «••  ilie  cuMou  at  that  tpneb  to  kddrcw  prince*  to  the  iMk  ofSigmn 
M  Vnitni  Sffturi^ :  |[eMlen»«  jaim^cii)  hul  ibe  title  otMiMHT;  (unple  Sir 
WW  jnovo  lo  [d«b«iin(  wllh  tome  civiT  oi  cccletisiilciJ  dienity. 

■  Vuari.  ic  hit  IJ/t  </  Aftnt»ricit,  utyi  la  elTeci  tiai  tbki  Kiccio  died  ft^agl 
1559,  tftci  han^  \>era  inuM  Krcrlil  ftatt. 
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my  vrords,  then,  Ser  Pier  Fibdccsco  Riccio  I  I  will  tell 
you  what  sort  of  men  are  my  ec)uiils,  and  who  are  yotm^ 
mere  teachcnt  o(  the  alphabet  to  children  I"  His  (ace  oon- 
Incted  witli  a  si»3in,  while  he  raised  hia  voice  and  fet>eated 
the  same  words  in  a  still  more  insulting  tone.  I,  too, 
asxiimcd  an  air  of  menace,  and  matclung  his  own  arrosance 
with  soniettuiig  of  tlic  same  sort,  told  him  plainly  that  men 
of  my  kind  were  worthy  to  converse  with  popes  and  em- 
perora,  and  great  longs,  and  that  perhaps  there  were  not 
two  such  men  ahve  upon  this  earth,  while  ten  ol  his  sort 
might  t>e  met  at  every  doorway.  On  hearing  these  words 
be  jumped  upon  a  wimlow-seat  in  the  hall  there,  and  defied 
me  to  repeat  wtiat  I  had  said.  I  did  so  with  still  creatcr 
heat  and  spirit,  adding  1  had  no  farther  mind  to  ser^'e 
the  Duke,  and  that  1  should  return  to  France,  where  I 
wits  always  welcome.  The  brute  remained  there  stupefied 
and  pale  as  clay :  I  went  ofl  furious,  resolved  on  leaving 
Florence :  and  would  to  God  that  I  had  done  so ! 

I1ic  Duke  cannot,  I  think,  hare  been  informed  at  once 
of  this  diabohcal  scene,  for  I  wailed  several  days  without 
hearing  from  him.  Giving  up  all  thoughts  of  Florence, 
except  what  concerned  the  settlement  of  my  sister's  and 
nieces'  affairs,  I  ma<le  preparations  to  provide  for  them  as 
well  as  I  could  with  the  small  amount  ol  money  I  had 
brought,  and  tlicn  to  return  to  France  and  never  set  my 
foot  in  Italy  again.  This  Iwing  my  firm  purpose,  1  had  no 
intention  to  ask  leave  of  the  Duke  or  anybody,  but  to  decamp 
as  quickly  as  I  could ;  when  one  morning  the  matordomo, 
of  his  own  accord,  sent  very  humbly  to  entreat  my  pre- 
Mnoe,  and  opened  a  loag  pedantic  oration.  In  which  1  could 
discover  neither  oietliod,  nor  clcgaiicc,  nor  meaning,  nor 
head,  nor  tail.  1  only  gathered  from  it  ttut  be  profesMd 
himscU  a  good  Christian,  wistiod  to  bear  no  uian  malice, 
and  mked  me  in  the  Duke's  name  what  salary  I  should  be 
wilting  to  accept  Hearing  this,  I  stood  a  while  on  guard, 
and  made  no  answer,  being  lirmly  resolved  not  to  engage 
myseU.  When  he  taw  that  I  refused  to  reply,  he  had  at 
least  the  cleverness  to  put  in :  "  Benveouto,  dukes  expect 
to  be  answered ;  and  what  I  am  nying  to  you,  I  am  sayinjt 
from  his  Excellency's  lipi."  11ien  I  rejoined  tliat  tf  tlte 
message  came  from  his  Excellency,  I  would  gladly  reply, 
and  told  bim  to  report  to  the  Duke  Itiat  I  could  nul  accept 
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»  positioa  inferior  to  thit  of  any  one  employed  by  him  at 
artist  Tlie  aiajordoaio  answered :  "  BandincUi  receiver  two 
hundred  crowns  a  year :  if  then  yon  are  contented  with 
that,  your  salary  is  settled."  I  agreed  upon  Utc^e  temu, 
adding  that  what  I  might  earn  in  addition  by  ttie  merit  of 
my  performances,  could  be  given  after  they  were  seen  ;  that 
point  I  left  entirely  to  the  good  judgment  of  his  Excellency, 
Thus,  then,  against  my  will,  I  pieced  the  broken  thread 
again,  and  set  to  work;  the  Duke  continually  treating  me 
with  the  highest  imaginable  marks  of  bvour. 


LVl 

I  received  frequent  letters  from  Prance,  written  by  my 
most  faithful  friend  Mcsser  Guido  Guidi,  As  yet  they  told 
nothing  but  good  news ;  and  Ascanio  also  txide  me  enjoy 
myself  without  uneasiness,  since,  if  anything  happened,  lie 
would  let  nic  know  at  once. 

Now  the  King  was  informed  that  I  had  commenced  work- 
ing for  tlie  Duke  of  Florence,  and  being  the  ticst  man  in  the 
world,  he  often  asked :  "  Why  does  not  Dcovenuto  come 
bade  to  us  ? "  He  put  searching  questions  on  the  subject 
to  my  two  workmen,  both  of  whom  replied  that  I  kept  writ* 
ing  I  was  well  off  where  I  was,  adding  they  thought  I  did 
noi  want  to  re-enter  the  ser%'ice  of  his  Majesty.  Incensed  by 
tliesc  presumptuous  words,  which  were  none  of  my  saying, 
the  King  exclaimed :  "  Since  he  left  us  without  any  cause, 
I  shall  not  recall  him  ;  let  him  e'en  stay  where  he  is."  Tlius 
the  tliievish  brigands  brought  matters  exactly  to  the  pass 
they  desired ;  for  if  i  had  relumed  to  France,  they  would 
have  become  mere  workmen  under  me  once  more,  whereas, 
while  I  remained  away,  they  were  tlieir  own  masters  and 
in  my  pl:ioe ;  consetiucntly,  tlicy  did  everything  in  their 
power  to  prevent  my  coming  back. 


LVII 

WtiHc  the  woriahop  for  executing   my  Perseus  was 
building,  1  used  to  work  in  a  giound-lioot  room.     Here  I 
modelled  the  statue  in  plaster,  giving  it  the  same  dimensiona 
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u  the  bn>nze  «ns  meant  to  bave.  and  intending  to  cast  It 
Irom  this  mould.  But  (indinit  that  it  would  take  nttticr 
lonM  to  carry  it  out  in  tliis  way,  1  retolved  upon  another 
expedient,  especially  as  now  a  wretclied  little  studio  had 
been  erected,  t>rick  on  bricli,  bo  miserably  built  that  the 
mere  recollection  o(  it  gives  me  pain.  So  then  1  began 
tlie  figure  ol  Medusa,  and  constructed  the  skeleton  in  iron. 
AflcPA-ards  I  put  on  the  day,  and  when  that  was  modelled, 
baked  it. 

I  bad  no  assistants  except  some  little  shopboys,  among 
whom  was  one  oi  great  bc-iuty ;  he  was  the  son  of  a  prostitute 
called  La  Gambctta.  I  made  use  of  the  lad  as  a  model,  for 
■he  only  hoiki  which  tcacli  this  art  are  the  natural  human 
body.  Kfcanwliilc.  as  I  could  not  do  ever>-thlnK  alone,  I 
kxiked  alxMit  for  workmen  in  order  to  put  tlie  tiusineis  i]uickly 
through  ;  but  I  was  unable  to  lind  any.  There  were  indeed 
aome  in  Morence  who  would  willingly  have  come,  but  Bandi- 
nelk)  prevented  Oiem,  and  after  keeping  me  in  want  of  aid 
awhile,  told  the  Duke  that  I  wan  trying  to  entice  his  workpeople 
tecausc  I  was  quite  Incapable  of  letting  up  so  great  a  ilatnc 
by  m)-»cl(.  I  complained  to  the  Duke  of  the  annoyance  whidi 
the  bnilc  gave  me,  and  begged  him  to  allow  me  some  of  the 
labourers  from  the  Opera.'  My  request  incUned  him  to  lend 
ear  to  Bandinello's  calumnies ;  and  when  I  noticed  tliat,  I  set 
about  to  do  my  utmost  t>y  myself  alone.  The  labour  was  enor- 
mous :  I  bad  to  strain  every  muscle  night  and  day ;  aitd  just 
tlicn  the  hunbaiid  of  my  sistci  sickened,  and  died  after  a  few 
days*  illness.  He  left  my  sister,  still  young,  with  six  girls  of  all 
ages,  on  my  hands.  This  was  the  first  great  trial  I  endured  in 
Ftofence,  to  be  nude  the  father  and  guardian  of  such  a  dii- 
trcMcd  family. 

LVIII 

In  my  anxiety  that  nothing  sliuuld  go  wrong,  I  sent  for  two 
hand' labourers  to  clear  my  garden  ol  rubbisli.  Tbey  came 
from  Ponte  Vecchio,  the  one  an  old  man  of  sixty  years,  tlio 
other  a  yoting  fellow  of  eighteen.  After  employing  tliem  abotu 
three  days,  tlie  lad  toUl  mc  that  the  old  man  would  not  work, 
and  that  1  bad  better  tend  him  away,  aince,  boide  being  idle, 

>  TWi  h,  Hm  Oftn  4d  l>temta,  m  cnMsawt  MkHUtaaH  to  UlMhlliv 
lo  eh«  Ubrk  ol  ilw  na««MkM  Cktbtdnl 
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he  prevented  his  comrade  from  working.  The  little  1  had  to^ 
do  there  could  be  done  by  himself,  without  thrcranng  money 
a\^'ay  on  other  people.  The  youth  was  called  Bernardino 
Munnelllni,  of  Mugello.  When  I  saw  that  he  was  so  inclined 
to  labour,  I  asked  whether  he  would  enter  my  service,  and  we 
agreed  upon  the  spot.  He  groomed  my  horse,  i^anlcned,  ;iiid 
soon  essa>'e(l  to  help  me  in  the  workshop,  with  such  success 
that  by  degrees  he  learned  ttie  art  quite  nicely.  I  never  had 
a  better  assistant  than  he  proved.  Having  made  up  my  mind 
to  accomplish  the  whole  affair  with  tliia  man's  aid.  1  now  let 
the  Duke  know  that  BandJnello  was  lying,  and  that  I  could 
get  on  famously  without  his  workpeople. 

Just  al  this  time  I  su^crcd  slightly  in  the  loins,  and  being 
unable  to  work  hard,  1  was  glad  to  pass  my  time  in  tlie  Duke*s 
wardrobe  with  acouple  of  >'oung  goldsmiths  called  Gianpagolo 
and  Domenico  Poggini,'  who  made  a  httlc  golden  cup  under 
my  direction.  It  was  chased  in  bas-relief  with  ligures  and 
other  pretty  ornaments,  and  his  Excellency  meant  it  for  the 
Duchess  to  dnnk  water  out  of.  He  funherinore  commisaooed 
mc  to  execute  a  golden  belt,  which  1  enriched  with  gems  and 
delicate  ni:tsks  and  other  fancies.  The  Duke  came  frequently^! 
into  tlie  wardrobe,  and  took  great  pleasure  in  watching  mc  at  ^ 
work  and  taUdng  to  me.  Wlien  my  health  improved,  I  had 
clay  brought,  and  took  a  portrait  of  his  Excellency,  consider- 
ably larger  than  life-size,  which  I  modelletl  while  he  stayed 
with  me  for  pastime.  He  was  highly  delighted  with  this 
piece,  and  conceived  such  a  Ukiug  for  mc  that  he  earnestly 
begged  mc  to  take  up  my  working  quarters  in  the  palace, 
selecting  rooms  large  enough  for  my  purpose,  and  &tting  them 
up  with  furnaces  and  all  I  wanted,  for  he  greatly  enjoyed 
watching  the  processes  of  art.  I  replied  that  this  was  im-j 
possible  1  1  should  not  have  Qnishcd  my  undertakings  In 
hundred  years. 


LIX 

The  Duchess  also  treated  me  with  cxtiaoTdinary  gradous*! 
ncss,  and  would  have  l>een  pleaded  if  I  had  worked  for  het 
alone,  forgetting  Perseus  and  everytliing  besides.     1  for  my 
part,  white  tliesc  vain  favours  were  t>eing  showered  upon  me,  i 

■  "ntax  two  brothcn  ««tt  tpccisUy  emintnt  h  dk-CMten.     Gianpagolo  ' 
went  to  Spaiio,  uiil  Krted  rhili|>  II. 
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knew  only  too  well  that  luy  perverse  and  biting  fortune  could 
not  tonfl  dcUjr  to  send  mc  some  fresh  calamity,  because  I  kept 
ever  before  my  eyes  the  great  mistalcc  I  had  committed  while 
■eeldngto  do  a  good  action,  I  refer  to  my  affairs  in  France. 
The  King  could  not  su-allow  Uic  displeasure  he  felt  at  my 
departure  ;  and  yet  he  wanlcd  mc  to  return,  if  only  this  could 
be  brought  alxHtt  withiuit  concessions  on  his  pari  1  thought 
that  I  was  entirely  in  the  richt,  and  would  not  bend  sutv 
missively,  because  I  judged  that  if  1  wrote  in  humble  terms, 
tliose  enemies  of  mine  would  say  in  their  French  fashion  that 
I  had  confc^ucd  mj'^If  to  l>L'imc,  and  that  certain  misdoings 
with  which  tlicy  wrongfully  taxed  mc  were  proved  true 
Tlicrcforc  1  stood  upon  my  lionour,  and  wrote  in  terms  o( 
haughty  coldness,  which  was  precisely  what  those  two  traitors, 
my  apprentices,  most  heartily  dcsire«l.  In  my  letten  to  them 
I  boasted  of  the  diitinuuithcd  kindness  shown  me  In  my  own 
Urtbphce  by  a  prince  and  princess  tlte  alwohite  master*  o( 
Floccnce.  Whenever  Uiey  received  one  of  these  despalchei, 
they  went  to  the  King,  aitd  b«siege<l  his  Majesty  with  en- 
treaties lor  the  castle  upon  the  laoie  terms  as  he  bad  granted 
it  to  me.  The  King,  who  was  a  man  ol  great  goodness  and 
perspicacity,  wotild  never  consent  to  the  presumptuous  d^ 
mands  of  those  scoundrels,  since  tie  scented  Uie  malignity  ol 
their  aims.  Yet,  wishing  to  keep  tlicm  in  cxpoctatloa,  and 
to  give  me  the  opportunity  of  coming  Lack,  ti«  caoacd  an 
angry  letter  to  be  written  to  mc  by  liis  trcisiiicr,  HMISr 
Giuliano  Buoiiacconi,  a  burgher  of  Florence.  The  sutMtanoe 
was  as  follows :  If  I  wanted  to  preserve  the  reputatloo  (or 
honesty  which  I  hati  hitherto  enjoyed,  it  was  my  plain  duty, 
after  leaving  France  with  no  catise  whatsoever,  to  render  an 
account  of  all  that  I  had  done  and  dealt  with  for  his  Maje»t)-, 
The  receipt  of  tliis  letter  gave  me  such  pleasure  tliat,  if  I 
bad  oooMiltcd  ray  own  palate,  I  could  not  have  wished  for 
either  niore  or  less.  1  sat  down  to  write  an  answer,  and 
filled  nine  pages  of  ordinary  paper.  In  tJits  document  I 
dc»cribed  in  dclaU  all  the  worla  which  I  bad  executed,  and 
all  the  adventures  I  had  gone  through  while  performing  them, 
and  all  Ibe  sams  which  had  been  spent  upon  them.  The 
pKyawBta  had  always  been  made  through  two  notaries  and 
one  of  hi)  Mafeat/a  trea«irera;  and  1  ontild  show  receipts 
fnun  all  the  men  Into  whose  hands  they  paascd.  whether  for 
Koods  supplied  or  labonr  rendered.     I  liacl  not  piM^ieted  nne 
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penny  of  the  money,  nor  h-id  I  received  any  ^c^va^d  for  mj 
completed  works.  I  brought  back  with  me  iiito  Italy  nothing 
but  some  mark;  ol  favour  and  most  ro\ral  promises,  truly 
worthy  of  hi«  Majesty.  "  N'ow,  though  [  cannot  vaunt  myself 
ot  any  recompense  beyond  the  salaries  appointed  for  my 
maintenance  in  France,  seven  hundred  golden  crowns  of 
which  are  still  dite,  inasmuch  as  I  abstained  from  drawing 
them  onlil  I  could  employ  them  on  my  return-journey ;  yet 
knowins  that  malicious  foes  out  of  their  envious  hearts  have 
played  Bome  knavish  trick  3t;:unst  me,  I  feel  confident  that 
truth  will  prevail.  I  take  piidc  in  bis  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
and  am  not  moved  by  avarice.  I  am  indeed  aware  of  tiaving 
performed  for  him  far  more  than  1  undertook ;  and  alt>eit 
the  promised  reward  has  not  t>ccn  given  me,  my  one  anxiety 
i%  to  remain  in  his  kfajest>''s  opinion  that  man  of  probity  and 
honour  whidi  I  have  atwn>*s  been.  If  your  Majeitty  enter* 
Ltins  the  lea.st  doubt  uivm  this  point,  I  will  fly  to  render  an 
account  of  my  conduct,  at  the  risk  even  of  my  life.  But 
noticing  in  what  slight  esteem  I  am  held,  I  have  had  no  mind 
to  come  back  and  make  an  offer  of  m>-self,  knowing  that  I 
shall  never  lack  for  bread  whithersoever  I  may  go.  If,  how- 
ever, I  am  called  for,  I  will  always  answer."  The  letter  con- 
tained many  f  urlher  particulars  worthy  of  the  King's  attention, 
and  proper  to  the  preservTtlion  of  my  honour.  Before  de- 
spatdiing  it,  I  took  it  to  the  Duke,  who  read  it  with  interest ;  I 
then  I  sent  it  into  France,  addressed  to  the  Cardinal  of| 
Ferrara. 

LX 

About  this  time  Bemardone  Baklini,'  broker  in  jewels  to 
the  Duke,  brought  a  big  (hamond  from  Venice,  wtiicb  weighed 
more  than  tliirty-five  carats.  Antonio,  son  of  Vittorio  Landi, 
was  also  interested  in  getting  ttie  Duke  to  purchase  it.*  Tlie 
stone  had  been  cut  with  a  point :  but  since  it  did  not  yield 
the  purity  of  lustre  which  one  expects  in  such  a  diamond, 
its  owners  had  cropped  the  point,  and,  in  truth,  it  was  not 
exactly  lit  for  either  point  or  table  cutting.'    Otu-  Duke,  wboj 

>  Varcbi  Mid  AniDinto  both  mention  him  u  ux  exccllcoi  Jeweller. 

*  Anioaio  Luuli  wu  k  Florvniine  Kccitlemu,  mcrciiiat,  *n>l  luthor. 
coount)  uf  iiii  oUed  CMtaMiil* ii  eaunc 

'  1i»liuit  i]i>!(nc«bWd  cut  £«n«n<l>  of  thm  lofti:  in  ArvAi,  a  /tattlft\ 
and  im  fiaii*.     Tbc  vord  I  )u<c  iiii»lalcd  ertffrd  i>  ijittfiitt*,  wtudi  vraa 
pfgfMily  ipplMd  lo  ui  uoirocLed  ut  degtadtd  eockiautic. 


BOOK  SECOND 


m 


greatly  dcliehted  in  getiis,  though  he  was  not  a  >oand  judge 
o(  them,  held  out  good  hopes  to  the  rogue  Benutrdacdo 
thiit  tie  would  buy  this  stone  ;  and  the  fellow,  wanting  to 
secure  for  hirn^ielf  alone  the  honour  of  palming  it  off  upoa 
Iba  Duke  of  Florence,  abstained  from  taking  his  partner 
Aotonio  Landi  into  the  secret.  Now  Landi  had  l>ccn  my 
intimate  friend  from  dtihlhood,  and  when  he  saw  that  I 
enjoyed  the  Duke's  confidence,  he  called  me  aside  (it  was 
just  before  noon,  at  a  corner  of  the  Mercato  Nuovo),  and 
apoke  as  follows:  "Bcnvcnuto,  I  am  convinced  that  tfaa 
Duke  will  show  you  a  diamond,  which  he  seems  disposed 
to  buy ;  you  will  hnd  it  a  big  tto«ie.  Pray  assist  the  pur- 
chase ;  I  can  give  it  for  seventeen  thousand  crowns.  1  feel 
sure  he  wilt  ask  your  advice :  and  if  >'ou  see  that  be  has  a 
mind  for  it,  we  will  contrive  that  he  secures  it."  Antonio 
professed  great  conliitcnce  in  t>cing  able  (o  complete  the 
txirgum  (or  the  jewel  at  that  price.  In  reply,  I  told  him 
that  if  my  advice  w;u>  taken,  I  would  speak  according 
to  my  judgiiteiit.  without  prejudice  to  the  diamond. 

As  I  have  above  related,  tlic  Duke  cunc  daily  into  our 
flolduDlth'i  workshop  for  several  hours  ;  and  about  a  week 
after  this  converKition  with  Antonio  Londi  he  showed  me 
one  day  after  dinner  the  diamond  in  question,  whicli  I  im- 
mediately rcco};iiiHcd  by  its  dcvrtption,  I>itli  as  to  form 
and  weight.  I  have  already  luid  that  its  water  was  not 
quite  transparent,  for  which  reason  it  had  t>ccti  cropped ; 
BO,  when  1  foond  it  of  that  kind  and  quality,  I  (cit  certainly 
disinclined  to  recommend  its  acquisition.  However,  I  a^ced 
his  Excellency  what  he  wanted  me  to  say ;  tiecause  it  vnm 
one  thing  fi»r  jewellers  to  value  a  stone  after  a  prince  had 
bought  it,  and  aiioUicr  thing  to  estimate  it  with  a  view  to 
iwrctiase.  He  replied  that  he  h-id  bought  it,  and  ttut  he 
otily  wanted  my  opmiim.  I  did  not  cbooae  to  atistain  from 
hinting  what  1  really  tbouglit  at>out  the  stone.  Then  ho 
told  mc  to  observe  the  Ixauly  of  its  great  faceta.'  I  answered 
that  this  feature  of  tlie  diamond  was  not  so  great  a  beauty 
as  tiis  Excdiency  supputcd.  but  catnc  from  the  point  having 
been  cropped.  At  lhc«c  words  my  prince,  who  perceived 
thai  I  was  speaking  Utc  truth,  made  a  wry  tatc,  and  bade 
mc  give  good  heed  tu  valumg  the  stone,  and  laying  wliat  I 
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thMighl  it  worth.  I  reckoned  that,  since  Landi  had  ofFere<l' 
it  to  me  for  17,000  crowns,  the  Dtike  mi^tit  have  got  it  tot 
15,000  at  the  highest ;  so,  noticini^E  that  he  would  take  it  iU 
if  I  spoke  the  truUi,  1  made  my  mind  up  to  uphold  him 
in  his  false  oiiinion,  and  handing  bock  the  diamond,  said : 
"You  will  prot>abIy  have  i^iid  18/900  crowns."  On  bearin]t 
this  the  Duke  uttered  a  loud  "  Oh  I "  opening  hitt  mouth  as 
wide  as  a  well,  and  cried  oat :  "  Now  am  I  convinced  that 
you  understand  nothing  about  the  matter."  I  retorted :  I 
"You  are  certainly  in  the  wrong  there,  my  lord.  Do  you 
attend  to  maintainini^  tlie  credit  of  your  diamond,  while  I 
attend  to  understanding  my  trade.  Biit  pnty  (ell  me  at 
least  how  m»ch  >-ou  paid.  In  order  that  I  may  team  to  under- 
stand it  according  to  the  way  of  your  Excellency."  The 
Duke  rose,  and,  with  a  little  sort  of  angry  grin,  replied : 
"Twenty-live  thousand  crowns  and  more,  Benvenuto,  (Ud 
that  stone  coat  me ! " 

Having  thus  spoken,  be  departed.  Giovanpagolo  and 
Donictiico  Poggini.  the  goldsmiths,  were  present ;  and 
Bacliiacd,  the  embroiderer,  who  was  working  in  an  adjacent 
room,  ran  up  at  the  noise.'  1  told  thetn  that  I  should  never 
have  advised  the  Duke  to  purchase  it ;  but  if  his  heart  was 
set  on  having  it,  Antonio  Landi  had  offered  me  the  stone 
eight  days  ago  (or  17,000  crowns.  I  tliink  I  could  have  got 
it  for  is,cx»  or  less.  But  the  Duke  apparently  wishes  to 
nuiintain  his  gem  in  credit ;  for  when  Antonio  Landi  was 
willing  to  let  it  go  at  that  price,  how  the  devil  can  Bem:iT- 
done  tiave  played  off  such  a  shameful  trick  upon  his 
Excellency?  Never  imagining  that  the  matter  stood  pre- 
cisely as  the  Duke  averrc<l,  we  laughingly  made  light  of  his , 
supposed  credulity. 
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Meanwhile  I  was  advancing  with  my  great  statue  of 
li1c<lu«a.  I  had  covered  the  iron  skeleton  with  clay,  which  I 
modelle<t  like  an  anatomical  subject,  and  about  lialf  an  inch 
thinner  than  the  bronze  would  be.    This  1  t>aked  well,  and 


■  AbIcoIo  Ubcniai,  culled  II  BichikcctL,  a  brMhd  of  Celliei't  ((lend  Is 
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Iben  began  to  spread  on  the  wax  siiHace,  in  order  to  complete 
tl»e  figure  to  my  lildng.'  The  Duke,  who  often  aune  to 
inspect  it,  was  so  utxious  test  I  should  not  succeed  with  the 
bfXMizc,  tliat  be  wanted  nic  to  call  in  tome  matter  to  cast  it 
for  me. 

He  was  continually  lallcinK  in  the  highest  terms  of  my 
actiuircments  and  accomptiihments.  Tlii»  nude  liis  majo*-- 
domo  no  less  continually  eager  to  devise  some  trap  for 
making  me  break  my  neck.  Now  his  post  at  court  gave  him 
authority  with  the  chief-constables  and  all  tlie  offices  in  the 
poor  unhappy  town  of  Florence.  Only  to  think  Ihiit  a  fellow 
from  I'lato,  our  hereditary  foeman,  the  »on  of  a  cooper,  and 
the  most  ii'norant  creature  in  existence,  should  liave  risen  to 
such  a  station  of  influence,  merely  )>ecause  Iw  Iiad  t>een  the 
rotten  tutor  of  Conimo  dc'  Medid  tKfore  he  became  Duke  I 
Welt,  a*  I  have  said,  he  kept  ever  on  the  watch  to  serve  me 
some  ill  turn  :  and  findinf!  that  he  could  not  catch  mc  out  on 
any  side,  he  fell  at  List  upon  this  pUn,  which  meant  mischief. 
He  betook  himself  to  danilictta,  tbe  nothcr  of  my  apprentice 
Cencki ;  and  this  prccmiis  pgdr  together — that  knave  of  a 
pedant  and  that  rogue  ot  a  strumpet — invented  a  scheme  for 
giving  me  such  a  fright  as  wotild  make  me  leave  l-1orence  in 
hot  liaste.  Gamtietta,  yielding  to  the  instinct  of  her  trade, 
went  out,  acting  under  Uie  ortlcrv  of  that  mad.  knavish 
pedant,  the  majonlomo — I  must  add  that  they  bad  also  Siiaed 
over  tbe  Rari^dht,  a  Bologncsc,  whom  the  Duke  afterward! 
diuDlsKd  for  similar  conspiracies.  Well,  one  Saturday  eveiw 
ing,  after  sunset,  Uamliella  came  to  my  tiouao  with  ber  ton, 
and  told  me  she  had  kept  him  several  days  Indoom  for  my 
welfare.  I  annvcicd  that  there  was  no  reaaon  to  keep  him 
shut  up  on  my  account ;  and  laughing  her  whurish  aita  to 
Bcom,  I  lunicd  to  the  t>oy  in  her  pre«rnce,  and  said  thew 
words:  "You  know,  Cencto,  whclhcr  1  have  sinned  willt 
yoo  I "  He  began  to  shed  tears,  and  answered,  "  No  t " 
Upon  this  the  mother,  shaking  her  head,  cried  out  at  him : 
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"  Ah  !  yoti  little  scoundrel !  Do  you  think  I  do  not  know  ttOTf 
lhe*«  things  happen  ? "  Then  she  tumcd  to  m<.  and  begged 
me  to  keep  the  lad  hidden  in  my  house,  because  the  Bargello 
was  after  him,  and  wooid  seize  him  anywhere  outside  my 
house,  hot  there  they  would  not  dare  to  touch  him.  I  made 
answer  that  in  my  house  lived  my  widowed  sister  and  six  girls 
of  Itoly  lifCf  and  that  I  wanted  nobody  else  there.  Upon  Uiat 
•be  related  that  the  majordomo  had  ^iven  orders  to  the 
BargeUo,  and  tliat  1  should  cerkiinly  be  talten  up :  only.  If  1 
would  not  harbour  her  son,  I  might  square  accounts  by  paying 
her  a  hundred  crowns  ;  the  majordomo  was  her  crony,  and  I 
might  rest  assured  that  she  could  work  him  to  her  liking, 
provided  1  paid  down  the  hondred  crowns.  This  cozenage 
goaded  me  into  such  a  ftiry  that  I  cried:  "Out  with  you, 
shameful  strumpet  I  Were  it  not  for  my  good  rep»t;ition, 
and  for  the  innocence  of  this  tmhappy  boy  of  yours  here,  I 
should  long  ago  have  cut  your  throat  witli  the  dagger  at  tny 
side  ;  and  twice  or  thrice  I  have  already  clasped  my  fmgcrs  on 
tlic  handle."  With  words  to  this  effect,  and  many  ugly  blows 
to  boot,  I  drove  the  woman  and  her  son  into  the  street. 
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When  I  reflected  on  the  roguery  and  power  of  that  evil--| 
minded  i^edant,  1  judged  it  t>est  to  give  a  wide  bertli  to  his  I 
infernal  machinations  ;  so  early  next  moming  1  mounted  my 
horse  and  took  the  road  for  Venice,  leaving  in  my  sister's 
hands  jewels  and  articles  to  the  \'aUie  of  nearly  two  thousand 
crowns.     I  took  with  me  my  scrv:mt  Bernardino  of  MugcUu  ;j 
and  when  1  reached  Ferrara,  I  wrote  word  to  his  ExccUencj 
the  Uuke,  that  though  1  had  gone  off  without  being  sent,  t] 
should  come  back  again  without  being  called  (or. 

On  arriving  at  Venice,  and  pondering  upon  the  divtn  ways 
my  cniel  fortune  took  to  totmcnt  mc,  yet  at  the  same  time 
feeling  inyscU  none  the  less  sound  in  health  and  hearty,  I 
made  up  my  mind  to  fence  with  her  according  to  my  wont 
While  thus  engrossed  in  thoughts  about  my  own  aflaini,  I 
went  abroad  for  pastime  through  that  beautiful  and  sumptuous , 
city,  and  paid  visits  to  tlie  admirable  painter  Titian,  and 
Jaco[>o  del  Sansovino,  our  able  sculptor  and  architect  from 
Florence.  The  latter  enjoyed  an  excellent  appointment  uitdct 
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the  Signoria  of  Venice ;  and  wc  had  been  acquainted  dunng 
oor  youth  in  Rome  and  Hort-ticc.  These  two  men  of  gcniui 
received  mc  witli  marked  kindness.  The  day  afterwards  I 
met  Mc^-KT  IxrcTiEo  de'  Medici,'  who  took  mc  by  tlic  hand  at 
once,  giving  mc  the  warmest  welcome  which  could  be  itna- 
Itincd,  because  wc  had  known  each  other  in  Florence  when 
I  was  coining  for  Duke  Aletsandro,  and  aftervards  in  Paris 
while  I  was  in  the  KinK's  service.  At  that  time  he  sojourned 
in  the  house  of  Mcsser  Giuliano  Buonaccorsi,  and  having  no- 
where else  to  Ro  (or  pastime  without  the  greatest  peril  of  his 
life,  he  used  to  &pcntl  a  large  part  of  lite  day  in  my  bouse, 
watching  mc  worlctng  at  the  great  pieces  1  produced  there. 
As  I  was  sa>-ing,  our  former  acquaintance  led  him  to  lake  me 
by  the  band  and  bring  me  to  hii  dwelling,  where  I  found  the 
IVior  deijli  Sirozzi,  brother  of  my  lord  Pirro.  ^^'hile  making 
good  chL-er  toKclher.  titey  asked  me  how  long  I  intended  to 
icinaiii  in  Venice,  Uiinking  IImI  I  was  on  my  return  jtHimey 
into  France.  To  these  gentlemen  I  replied  that  1  had  left 
Florence  oik  account  of  the  events  I  have  described  abovB, 
and  that  I  meant  to  go  back  after  two  or  three  days,  In  order 
to  resume  my  service  with  the  Duke.  On  hearing  tliis,  the 
Prior  and  Messcr  Lorctuo  turned  round  on  me  with  such 
steniness  that  1  felt  citremely  uneasy ;  then  tlicy  said  to  me  : 
"  You  wojitd  flu  (ar  letter  to  return  to  France,  where  yoii  are 
rich  and  well  known  ;  (ur  if  >-ou  go  back  to  Florence,  you  will 
loae  all  ttial  you  hare  gained  in  Fiance,  and  will  earn  nothing 
tliere  but  aonoyaticca." 

I  made  no  answer  to  these  words,  and  departed  the  next 
day  as  secretly  as  I  was  aide,  turning  my  face  ai^n  towards 
Florence.  In  tlie  meanwhile  that  infernal  plot  had  come  to  a 
head  and  broken,  fur  1  had  written  to  my  great  master,  the 
Duke,  gi^Hng  him  a  ftUI  account  of  the  causes  of  my  escap,ide 
to  Venice.  1  went  to  viut  him  without  any  ceremony,  and 
was  received  witli  his  usual  reserve  and  austerity.  Having 
maiotatncd  tliis  attitude  awhile,  he  turned  toward  mc  plea- 
santly, and  asked  where  I  ha<l  been.  I  answered  tltat  my 
heart  had  never  moved  one  inch  from  his  most  illustrious 
l^xcellency.  although  some  weighty  reasons  had  forced  me  lo 
go  a  roamuiK  loT  a  little  while.    Then  softening  stiU  mora  In 

'  TUi  b  Lomulno  dt'  Mtdkt.  Um  mmitm  of  MnmaAm,  >bn  «m  Mm> 
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manner,  be  began  to  question  me  conceminK  Venice,  and  after 
this  wise  we  conversed  some  space  of  time.  At  last  he  l»ade 
me  apply  myself  to  business,  and  complete  his  Perseus.  So  I 
returned  liome  glad  and  lifjht-hcartvd,  and  comforted  my 
family,  that  is  to  ay,  my  sister  and  her  six  daughters.  Then 
I  resumed  my  work,  and  pushed  it  forward  as  t>nskly  as  1 
amid. 
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The  first  piece  1  cast  in  hmnze  was  that  great  bust,  the 
portrait  o(  his  Excellency,  which  1  had  modelled  in  the  gold- 
smith's workroom  while  sneering  from  those  pains  in  my 
back.'  It  gave  much  pleasure  when  it  was  completed,  though 
my  sole  object  in  making  it  w<is  to  obtain  expeneitce  of  days 
suitable  for  bronze -casting.  1  was  of  course  aware  that  the 
admirable  sculptor  Donatello  had  cist  his  hn>nzes  with  the 
clay  of  Florence  ;  j-ct  it  seemed  to  mc  tliat  he  bad  met  with 
enormous  diRiculties  in  their  execution.  As  I  thought  that 
this  w.-is  due  to  some  fault  in  the  earth,  1  wanted  to  make 
these  first  experiments  twforc  I  undertook  my  Perseus.  From 
them  I  learned  that  the  clay  was  good  enough,  but  had  not 
been  well  understood  by  Donatello,  inasmitch  as  1  could  see 
that  his  pieces  had  been  ciist  with  the  very  greatest  trouble. 
Accordingly,  as  I  have  described  above.  I  preiuretl  the  earth 
by  artiticiat  methods,  and  found  it  scr\'e  me  well,  and  with  it 
I  cast  tlie  bust ;  but  since  I  had  not  yet  constructed  my  own 
furnace,  I  emploj-ed  that  of  Maestro  Zanobi  di  Pagno,  a  bell- 
founder. 

When  I  saw  that  this  bust  came  out  sharp  and  clean,  I  set 
at  once  to  constnict  a  little  fum.ice  in  the  workshop  erected 
for  nie  by  the  Duke,  after  my  own  plans  and  design,  in  the 
house  which  the  Duke  had  given  me.  No  sooner  was  the 
furnace  ready  than  1  went  to  work  with  all  diligence  upon 
the  casting  of  htedusa,  that  is.  the  woman  twislt-'d  in  a  heap 
beneath  the  feet  of  Perseus.  It  was  an  extremely  diflictilt 
task,  and  I  was  anxious  to  observe  all  the  niceties  of  art 
which  I  had  learned,  so  as  not  to  lapse  into  some  error. 
The  first  cast  1  look  in  my  furnace  succeeded  in  the  super- 
lative degree,  and  was  so  clean  that  my  friends  thought  1 
should  not  need  to  retouch  it.     It  is  true  tliat  cert^dn  Oer- 

'  Kti«  u  ibt  MuMUBi  oi  ihc  BuK^lo  Pilwt  U  f  loMsce. 
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man*  and  Frenclimen,  who  v-iuitt  llie  jwssesuon  o(  man-clloua 
lecret*.  pfcteiicl  ihiit  tliey  can  cast  broiues  without  retouching 
lliem ;  but  Ihb  is  really  nonsense,  because  the  bronic,  when 
it  has  first  been  cast,  ought  to  be  worked  over  and  beaten 
in  with  hammers  and  chisels,  accordinit  to  the  manner  o( 
the  ancients  and  also  to  that  of  the  nKXlem*— I  mean  tuch 
modems  as  have  known  how  to  work  in  broue. 

The  result  of  thia  casting  greatly  pleased  his  Bicellency, 
who  olten  came  to  my  house  to  inspect  it,  encouraKintt  me 
by  the  interest  be  showed  to  do  my  be«L  The  furious  envy 
of  BandioeUo,  however,  who  kept  always  whispering  in  the 
Duke's  ears,  had  such  cQcct  that  he  made  him  believe  my 
first  successes  with  a  single  figure  or  two  proved  nothing  ;  t 
should  never  be  able  to  put  the  whole  large  piece  together, 
since  I  was  new  to  the  craft,  and  his  Excellency  ouglit  to 
lake  good  heed  he  did  not  throw  his  money  away.  These 
insinuations  operated  so  efficiently  upon  the  Duke's  illustrious 
cars,  that  )>art  of  my  allowance  for  workiKople  was  willi> 
drawn.  I  felt  compelled  to  complain  pretty  sharply  to  his 
Excellency ;  and  having  gone  to  wait  on  him  one  ntoming 
in  the  Via  de'  Ser\'i,  I  spoke  as  follows :  "  My  lord,  I  do  not 
DOW  receive  the  munies  necesnry  for  my  task,  which  makes 
me  fear  that  your  Excellency  has  lost  confidence  in  roe. 
Once  more  then  1  tell  you  that  I  feel  quite  able  to  execute 
Ibts  statue  three  times  better  than  the  model,  as  I  have  before 
encaged  my  word." 
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I  could  tee  that  this  speech  made  no  imprestloo  on  the 
Duke,  for  he  kept  silence ;  then,  seized  with  sudden  anger 
and  a  velwnient  emotion.  I  l)rgan  ag:un  to  address  him : 
"  Hy  lordi,  tliis  city  of  a  truth  has  ever  been  tlie  school  ol  tlie 
mo^  noble  talents.  Vet  when  a  man  has  come  to  know 
what  be  Is  worth,  after  gaining  some  acquircmeola,  and 
wishing  to  augment  the  glory  oj  his  town  and  of  hb  ifktrioiis 
prince,  it  Is  quite  right  that  he  should  go  and  labour  dse> 
where.  To  prove  the  truth  of  these  words,  1  need  only  n> 
mind  your  Excellency  of  DonaleIlr>  anti  the  great  Uooanlo 
da  Vlnd  in  the  past,  and  of  our  ini;iiinpar.it)]e  Hlchd  Angelo 
BnooarroU  in  the  present ;  tlicy  augment  the  glory  of  your 
BireOency  by  their  genius.     1  in  my  turn  feel  the  same  de^r« 


J« 


LIFE  OF  BENVENUTO  CELLINI 


suiil  hope  to  play  my  part  like  them  ;  thcrclore,  my  lord,  giw 
me  the  leave  to  go.  But  beware  of  letting  Bandinello  quit 
you ;  rattier  bestow  upon  him  always  more  tlian  he  demands ; 
for  if  he  goes  into  foreign  parts,  his  ignorance  is  so  presump- 
tuous that  be  is  just  the  man  to  disgrace  our  most  Ulustrioot 
schooL  Now  grant  me  my  permission,  prince  I  1  ask  oo 
further  reward  (or  my  labours  up  to  this  time  than  the 
gracious  favour  of  your  most  illustrious  Excellency."  When 
be  saw  the  fiimness  of  my  resolutioa,  he  turned  with  some 
irritation  and  exclaimed :  "  Benrenuto,  if  you  u'ant  to  finish 
the  statue,  you  sliatl  lack  for  nothing."  Then  I  (hanked  him 
and  said  I  had  no  greater  desire  tlian  to  show  those  envious 
folk  that  I  had  it  in  me  to  execute  the  promised  work.  Wlicn 
I  left  bis  Excellency,  I  received  some  slight  assistance ;  but 
this  not  being  suflicicnt.  I  had  to  put  my  hand  into  my  own 
purse,  in  order  to  push  the  work  forward  at  something  better 
than  a  snail's  pace. 

It  was  my  custom  to  pass  the  evening  in  the  Duke's 
wardrobe,  where  Domenico  Poggini  and  his  brother  Gian- 
pagolo  were  at  work  upon  that  golden  cup  for  the  Duchess 
and  Uie  ([irdle  I  Jiave  already  described.  His  Excellency 
had  also  commissioned  me  to  make  a  little  model  for  a 
pendent  to  set  the  great  diamond  which  ficmardonc  and 
Antonio  Landi  made  him  buy.  I  tried  to  get  nut  of  doing 
it,  but  the  Duke  compelled  me  by  all  sorts  of  kindly  pressure 
to  work  until  four  hours  after  nightfall.  He  kept  indeed 
enticing  me  to  push  thb  job  forwaid  by  daytime  also ;  but 
I  would  not  consent,  although  I  felt  sure  I  should  incur  his 
anger.  Now  one  evening  I  happened  to  arrive  rattier  later 
Uian  usual,  whereupon  he  said;  "III  come  may  you  Ijel"' 
I  answered :  "  My  lord,  that  is  not  my  name ;  my  name  ia 
Welcome  I  But,  as  I  suppose  jrour  Excellency  is  joking, 
I  will  add  no  more."  He  replied  that,  iai  from  joking,  he 
meant  solemn  earnest.  I  had  belter  look  to  my  conduct, 
for  it  had  come  to  his  ears  that  i  relied  upon  his  favour  to 
take  in  lirst  one  man  and  tlien  another.  I  begged  liis  most 
illustrious  Excellency  to  name  a  single  person  whom  I  had 
ever  taken  in.  At  this  he  flew  into  a  rage,  and  said :  "Go, 
and  give  back  to  Bemardone  wl>at  you  have  of  his. 
I  hare  mentioned  one."     I  s^d :  "  My  lord,  1  thank 
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and  t>eg  you  to  condescend  to  far  a>  to  listen  to  four 
words.  It  Is  tni«  that  h«  l«nt  me  «  pair  of  old  scaiet,  two 
anvils,  and  three  Ultle  hainineni,  wliich  articles  I  t>cjuied 
his  workman,  Giorgio  da  Coftona,  lUtccn  days  ago,  to  (etch 
back.  Giorgio  came  for  tbem  himself.  If  j-our  ExccUeniry 
can  prove,  on  referring  to  those  who  have  spoken  these 
ealumnies,  or  to  others,  that  1  have  ever,  from  the  day  of 
my  birth  till  now,  got  any  single  thing  by  fraud  from 
anyt>ody,  be  it  in  Kome  or  Iw  it  in  France,  then  let  your 
ICxcellency  punish  me  as  immoderately  as  you  choose." 
When  the  I>iike  kiw  me  in  tliit  mifthly  pauion,  he  assumed 
the  air  oi  a  prudent  and  benevolent  lord,  uyiiig :  "ThoM; 
words  are  not  meant  for  well-doen;  ttierefore,  if  it  !•  as 
you  say,  1  sliall  always  receive  you  with  the  same  Idndnea 
as  heretofore."  To  this  I  answered:  "I  should  like  your 
Excellency  to  know  that  the  rascalities  of  Bemardone  compel 
tn«  to  ask  as  a  favour  how  mtKh  that  big  diamond  with  the 
cropped  point  cost  you.  I  hope  to  prove  on  what  account 
tliat  scotmdrel  tries  to  bring  me  into  disgrace."  Then  his 
Kxcellency  replied :  "  I  paid  >s/k»  ducats  for  it ;  why  do 
you  ask  mei"  "  Because,  my  lord,  on  such  a  day,  at  such  an 
hour,  in  a  comer  of  Mercato  Nuovo,  Antonio  Landi,  the  son 
of  Vittorio,  ticgged  me  to  induce  your  Excellency  to  buy 
it,  and  at  my  first  question  he  asked  i6,tx)o  ducats  for  the 
dtaiDond:'  now  your  Excellency  knows  what  it  has  cost 
jrou.  Domcnico  Poggini  and  Giaapagoh)  Ua  brother,  wbo 
an  ptcscnt,  will  confirm  my  words ;  (or  I  spoke  to  tliem 
at  once  about  it,  and  since  that  time  have  never  once 
aQudcd  to  tlie  matter,  because  your  Excellency  told  me  I 
did  not  understand  these  tilings,  wliich  made  me  tliink  yon 
vnuited  to  keep  up  tlie  credit  of  your  stone.  1  should  like 
you  to  know,  my  lord,  that  1  do  underatand,  and  that,  as 
regards  my  cliamclcr,  I  consider  rayacU  no  less  lio«cit  than 
any  man  who  ever  lived  upon  [his  earth.  I  shall  not  try  to 
rob  you  of  eij^it  or  ten  tliousand  ducats  at  one  go,  but 
shaD  rather  seek  to  earn  them  by  my  industry.  I  entered 
tb«  service  of  your  Excellency  as  sculptor,  goldsmith,  and 
•tamper  al  coin ;  but  to  blab  about  my  neighbour's  private 
matters,— never  I     What  1  am  now  telling  you  I  say  in  self- 

>  11«  farcito  iku  U  IM  old  tbvn  ilMi  ti  WM  cpAnd  U»  by  LaaOi  Im 


L.i.iL'olf 


3« 


LIFE  OF  BENVENUTO  CELLINI 


defence ;  I  do  not  wont  cny  fee  for  inforinatioQ.'  If  I  speak 
out  in  the  presence  ol  so  many  worthy  fcllow-s  as  are  hete, 
it  is  because  1  do  not  wish  your  Excellency  to  believe  whit 
Beraardane  telli  )-ou." 

When  he  had  heai^  tliis  speech,  the  Duke  rose  up  in  anfiCTi 
and  sent  (or  Bcmardonc,  who  was  forced  to  take  flight  as  far 
as  Venice,  he  and  Antonio  Uindi  with  him.  The  latter  told 
me  that  he  had  not  meant  that  diamond,  but  was  talking  ot 
another  stone.  So  then  they  went  and  came  again  frooi 
Venice ;  whereupon  I  presented  m>-self  to  the  Duke  and 
spoke  as  follows :  "  My  lord,  what  I  told  you  is  Oie  tixith  ;  and 
what  Bemardonc  said  about  the  tools  lie  lent  me  is  a  lie. 
You  had  better  put  tliis  to  the  proof,  and  I  will  go  at  onoe  to 
tlie  Bargcllo."  The  Duke  made  answer :  "  Bcnvenuto,  do 
your  best  to  be  an  honest  nun,  as  you  have  done  until  now ; 
you  have  no  cause  for  apprehension."  So  the  whole  matter 
passed  off  in  smoke,  and  I  heard  not  one  more  word  about  it. 
1  applied  myself  to  finishing  his  jewel :  and  when  I  took  it  to 
the  Duchess,  her  Gnioe  said  that  slie  esteemed  my  setting 
quite  as  highly  as  tlie  diamond  which  Bemardaccio  had  made 
them  buy.  She  then  desired  me  to  fasten  it  upon  her  breast, 
and  handed  me  a  large  pin,  with  which  I  lixed  it,  and  took  my 
leave  in  her  gwJd  f.avour.'  Afterwards  I  was  informed  that 
they  liad  the  stone  reset  by  a  German  or  some  other  foreisncr 
—whether  truly  or  not  I  cannot  vouch — upon  Bcmardone's 
suggestion  tliat  the  diamond  would  show  better  in  a  less 
ehiborate  setting. 


LXV 

I  believe  I  have  already  narrated  how  Dnmeiiico  and  Gtovan* 
pagolo  Poggini,  goldsmiths  and  brottiers,  were  at  work  in 
Uie  Duke's  wardrobe  upon  some  little  golden  vases,  after  my 
design,  chased  with  Bgures  in  bas-relief,  and  other  ornaments 
of  great  distinction.  1  oftentimes  kept  saj-ing  to  bis  Excel- 
lency: "My  lord,  ii  you  will  undertake  to  pay  some  work- 
people, 1  am  re;tdy  to  strike  coins  for  your  mint  and  medals 
with  your  portrait.     1  am  willing  to  enter  into  competition 
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with  the  ancients,  and  (eel  able  to  surpass  them ;  for  since 
those  early  tla)-s  in  which  I  made  the  medals  o(  IVpe  Ckment, 
I  have  learned  so  mndt  that  I  can  now  produce  iu  l>c((er 
pieces  of  the  kind.  I  Uiinlc  I  can  also  outdo  tlie  coins  I  struck 
fof  Duke  Alesxandru,  which  are  still  neld  in  hifib  esteem ;  in 
like  manner  I  could  make  for  you  Lirge  pieces  of  gold  and 
silver  pbic,  as  1  did  so  often  for  that  not>lc  monarch,  KJnff 
Francis  of  France,  llianks  to  the  great  conveniences  he  allowed 
me,  without  c%'cr  losing  lime  for  the  execution  of  colossal 
statues  or  other  works  of  the  sculptor's  craft."  To  tliis  sug- 
gestion the  Oukc  replied :  "  Go  forward  ;  I  will  see  ; "  but  he 
never  supplied  me  with  conveniences  or  aid  of  any  kind. 

One  day  his  most  illustrious  Excellency  handed  me  several 
pounds  weight  of  silver,  and  said :  "  This  is  some  of  the  silver 
from  my  uiincs ; '  take  it,  and  make  a  fine  vase."  Now  1  did 
not  choose  to  nef^ect  my  Perseus,  and  at  the  same  time  I 
wished  to  serve  the  Duke,  so  I  entnotod  the  metal,  together 
with  my  designs  and  models  in  wax,  to  a  rascal  called  Picro  di 
Martino,  a  goldsmith  by  tndc.  lie  set  the  woik  up  badly, 
and  moreover  ceased  to  bbour  at  it,  so  that  I  lost  more  lime 
than  if  I  had  taken  it  in  hand  myself.  After  se\-eral  months 
were  wasted,  and  Picro  would  neither  work  nor  put  men  to 
work  upon  the  piece,  1  m.-idc  him  give  it  back.  I  moved 
he^iven  and  earth  to  get  back  the  body  of  the  vase,  which  he 
liad  t>c}pin  badly,  as  I  have  already  said,  together  with  the 
remainder  of  the  silver,  llie  Duke,  hearing  something  nl 
Uiese  disputes,  sent  for  the  vase  and  tlie  m<xtels,  and  never 
laid  mc  why  or  wherefore.  Suffice  tt  to  say,  thai  be  plaead 
Bomc  of  my  designs  tn  the  hands  of  divers  persons  at  Venke 
and  clscwlierc,  and  was  very  ill  served  by  Uicm. 

The  DucbcM  kept  urging  mc  to  do  goldsmith's  work  for 
lier.  I  frequently  replied  that  everytxxly,  nay,  all  Italy,  knew 
well  I  was  an  eacclleut  goldsmitli ;  t>ut  Italy  bad  not  yet  seen 
wliat  I  cotild  do  in  sculpture.  Among  artists,  certain  enraged 
sculptors  laughed  at  mc,  and  called  me  the  new  sculptor. 
"  Now  1  hupe  to  khow  them  that  I  am  an  old  sculptor,  if  God 
shall  gnuit  mc  the  boon  of  fmishing  my  Perseus  (or  that  noble 
plazta  of  his  most  illustrious  Excellency."  After  this  I  sltut 
myseU  up  at  liome,  working  day  and  night,  not  even  showing 
my  face  in  tlie  palace.     1  wished,  hnwercr,  to  keep  mytcU  In 
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favour  with  the  Duchess ;  so  1  got  some  hitle  cups  made  foi 
her  ill  silver,  no  larger  thaD  twopenny  milk-pots,  chased  witit 
exquisite  masks  in  llic  rarest  antique  style.  When  I  took  them 
to  her  Excellency,  she  received  me  most  graciously,  and 
repaid  tlie  gold  and  silrer  I  had  spent  upon  them.  Then  I 
made  my  suit  to  her  and  prayed  her  tell  the  Duke  that  1  was 
getting  small  as^atancc  for  so  ffreat  a  work  ;  I  begged  her  also 
to  waro  him  not  to  tend  so  ready  an  ear  to  Bandinello's  evil 
tongue,  which  hindered  mc  from  fitiishing  my  Perseus.  In 
reply  to  these  lamentable  complaints  the  Diicliess  shrugged 
hcf  shoulders  and  exclaimed:  "Ol  a  surely  the  Duke  ought 
only  too  well  to  know  that  this  Bandinello  t4  his  is  worth 
nothing." 

LXV! 

I  now  sta)'ed  at  home,  and  went  rarely  to  the  palace, 
labouring  with  great  diligence  (o  coroi^ete  my  statue.  I 
had  to  pay  the  workmen  out  of  my  own  pocJcet ;  (or  Uie 
Duke,  after  giving  Lallanzio  Gorini  orders  to  discharge 
their  wages,  al  the  end  of  atwut  eighteen  months,  grew 
tired,  and  withdrew  this  subsidy.  I  asked  Lattaniio  why 
he  did  not  pay  me  as  usual.  The  man  replied,  gesltculating 
with  those  spidt;r>-  hands  of  his,  in  a  fj]rill  gnat's  voice : 
"  Why  do  not  you  fintsli  your  work  i  One  thinks  that  yon 
will  never  get  it  done."  In  a  rage  I  up  and  answered : 
"May  the  plague  catch  yoo  and  all  who  dare  to  think  1 
shall  not  finish  it  I  " 

So  1  went  home  with  despair  at  heart  to  my  unlucky 
Perseus,  not  without  weeping,  when  I  Fcmcmt>ered  the  pros- 
perity 1  had  abandoned  in  Paris  under  the  patronage  of  tliat 
marvellous  King  Francis,  where  I  bad  abimdance  of  all  kinds, 
and  here  had  ever>-thing  to  want  for.  Many  a  time  1  had  it 
in  my  soul  to  cast  mj-self  away  for  lost.  One  day  on  one  o4 
these  occasions,  I  mounted  a  nice  nag  1  had,  put  a  hundred 
crowns  In  my  purse,  and  went  to  Ficsole  to  visit  a  natural 
•on  of  mine  there,  who  was  at  nurse  with  my  go«up,  the 
wife  of  one  of  my  workpeople.  When  1  reached  the  house* 
I  found  the  boy  in  good  health,  and  kissed  him,  vcr>-  sad  at 
heart.  On  taking  leave,  he  would  not  let  me  go,  but  held 
me  with  his  little  hands  and  a  tempest  of  cries  and  tears. 
Considering  that  he  was  only  two  >'cais  old  or  thereabouts, 
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the  child's  grief  was  something  wonderful.  Now  1  tud  re- 
•ohred,  in  the  heat  of  my  despair,  if  I  met  Rindinello,  who 
went  every  evening  to  a  farm  of  his  above  San  Domentco, 
that  1  would  hurl  him  to  destruction ;  so  1  disengaged  tnY> 
self  from  my  baby,  and  left  the  boy  there  sobbing  his  heart 
out  Taking  the  road  toward  Florence,  just  when  1  entered 
the  piazza  of  San  Domcnico,  Bandinelto  was  arriving  from 
the  other  side.  On  the  inst-int  I  decided  upon  bloodshed; 
but  when  I  reached  the  man  and  raised  my  eyes,  I  saw  Iiim 
unaimed,  riding  a  sony  mule  or  rather  donkey,  and  he  had 
with  him  a  boy  of  ten  years  old.  No  sooner  did  he  catdl 
tight  of  me  than  he  turned  the  colour  of  a  corpse,  and 
trembled  from  head  to  foot  Perceiving  at  once  how  base 
the  business  would  be,  1  exclaimed :  "  Fear  not,  rile  coward  I 
I  do  not  coodcscend  to  smite  yen."  He  looked  at  me  sub- 
missively and  said  nothing.  Thereupon  I  recovered  com- 
mand of  my  faculties,  and  thanked  God  that  His  goodness 
had  withheld  me  from  so  great  an  act  o(  violence.  Then, 
being  delivered  from  that  fieiidlsli  fury,  my  spirits  rose,  and 
I  said  to  myself :  "  If  God  but  grant  me  to  execute  my 
work,  1  hope  by  its  means  to  annihilate  all  my  scoundrelly 
enemies ;  and  thus  1  sliall  perform  far  theater  an<t  more 
glorioiut  revetiRcs  than  if  I  had  vented  my  rage  upon  one 
single  foe."  H;tving  this  excellent  resolve  in  heart,  I  reached 
tny  borne.  At  the  end  of  three  days  news  was  broiii!tit  mo 
tint  my  only  son  had  been  smothered  by  bis  nurse,  my 
goaaip,  whidi  gave  me  greater  grief  than  I  have  ever  had  in 
aty  whole  life.  However,  t  knelt  upon  the  ground,  and,  not 
without  tcan,  returned  thanks  to  God,  as  1  was  wont  ex- 
claiming. "Lord,  Thou  gavot  ne  the  child,  and  Thou  hast 
taken  him  ;  for  all  Tliy  dealings  1  tlnuik  Ttice  with  my  whole 
heart."  This  great  sofvow  went  nigli  to  depriving  me  of 
reaaoa ;  yet,  according  to  my  h:il>it,  I  made  a  virtue  of 
neceMity,  and  adapted  myecU  to  circumstances  as  well  aa  I 
«-aa  able. 

I  LXVII 


About  tills  time  a  young  fellow  collrd  Francesco,  tlie 
•on  of  a  smith,  Matteo,  left  Bandiuello's  cmpkiymcnt.  and 
inquired  whellier  I  would  give  him  work.  I  igreed,  uid 
•ent  biffi  to  retoucb  ray  Meduaa,  which  liad  been  new  CMt 
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in  bronze.  Afler  u  fortnight  he  mentioned  that  he  had 
been  speaking  with  his  master,  tliat  is,  Bandiaello,  who 
told  him,  U  I  cared  to  make  a  marble  statue,  he  would  give 
mc  a  tine  block  of  stone.  1  replied  at  once :  "  Tell  him 
I  accept  his  offer ;  pertinps  this  marble  \vill  prove  a 
stumbling-block  to  bim,  for  he  keeps  on  pro\'oking  me. 
and  docs  not  bear  in  mind  Ihc  great  peril  he  ran  upoa 
the  piazza  of  San  Domcnico.  Tctl  him  I  will  Itav-e  the  marble 
by  all  means.  I  never  speak  about  him,  and  the  t>east  is 
perpetually  cauMtijj  me  annoyance.  I  verily  t>cUcve  yoo 
c^nc  to  work  here  »t  his  orders  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
spying  upon  me.  Go,  then,  and  tell  htm  I  insist  on  havnng 
the  marbJe,  even  against  his  will :  see  that  j-ou  do  not  cume 
bock  without  it" 
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i\-ing 
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Many  days  bad  elapsed  during  which  I  bad  not  shown  my 
bee  in  the  palace,  when  the  fancy  took  me  to  go  there 
one  rooming  lost  as  tlic  Duke  u-as  linishing  his  dinner.  From 
what  I  beard,  bis  Excellency  bad  t>ecn  talking  of  me  that 
morning,  commending  me  highly,  and  in  particular  praising 
~my  skill  in  setting  jewels.  Therefore,  when  the  Duchess 
saw  me,  she  called  for  me  by  Mcsser  Sforza ;'  and  on  my 
presenting  myself  to  her  most  illustrious  Excellency,  she 
asked  me  to  set  a  little  point-diamond  in  a  ring,  saying  sbe 
wished  always  to  wear  it ;  at  the  same  time  slie  gsvc  mc 
the  measure  and  the  stone,  which  was  worth  about  a  htmdrcd 
crowns,  beyging  me  to  t>e  quick  about  tlie  work.  Upon 
tills  tlie  Duke  iKgan  speaking  to  the  Duchess,  and  said: 
"There  is  no  doubt  that  Bcnvcnuto  was  fonnerly  without 
his  peer  in  tliis  art ;  but  now  that  he  lias  abandoned  it,  I 
t>clieve  it  will  be  too  much  trouble  for  him  to  make  a  little 
ring  of  the  sort  you  want.  I  pray  you,  therefore,  not  to 
Importune  bim  about  this  trifle,  which  would  be  no  trifle 
to  him  owing  to  his  want  of  practice."  1  thanked  the  Duke 
for  his  kind  words,  but  begged  him  to  let  me  render  this 
trilling  sen-ice  to  the  Duchess.  Then  I  took  the  ring  in 
hand,  and  lintshcd  it  within  a  few  da>'s.  It  v^-as  meant  for 
the  little  finger ;  accordingly  1  fauhioned  four  tiny  children 

'  Sfafu  AIrim^  t  P«TugiBii  |;enll«inin.  tti<  Duke'*  chunbulitin.     CasM*_ 
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In  the  round  and  (mir  mattks.  which  lif^im  composed  the 
hoop,  f  al*a  (wind  nwni  (or  Mime  etuiitielled  fniits  an<l 
coRncdinfi  links,  so  that  the  stone  »nd  settJnd  went  un- 
ooRiiDoiily  well  together.  Then  I  took  it  to  Die  Duchess, 
who  told  mc  graciously  tliat  1  had  produced  a  very  fine  piece, 
and  that  she  would  remember  me.  She  afterwards  sent 
the  ring  aa  a  present  to  King  Philip,  and  Irom  that  time 
forward  kept  charging  me  witli  commissions,  so  kindly, 
however,  tluit  I  did  my  best  to  serve  her,  although  I  saw 
but  very  little  of  her  money.  God  knows  I  had  great  need 
ot  that,  for  I  wns  eager  to  hntsh  my  I'erscus,  and  had 
cngRged  aome  jwimeyinen,  whom  I  paid  out  of  my  own 
purse.  I  now  began  to  ahow  myvcU  more  often  than  I  had 
recently  been  do4n|t. 


LXIX 

It  hapjiencd  on  one  feast-day  that  I  went  to  the  palace  after 
dinner,  ai)d  when  I  reached  the  clockroom,  I  saw  the  door 
of  tlie  wardrobe  standing  open.  As  I  drew  nigb  it,  the  Dolce 
called  me,  and  after  a  friendly  greeting  said:  "You  are 
welcome  I  Look  at  tliat  box  which  has  been  sent  me  by  my 
liml  SIcfano  of  Palcstrina.'  Open  it,  and  Icl  tis  see  what  it 
cryntains."  Wlien  I  had  opened  the  lx)x,  I  cried  to  the  Duke : 
"  My  lord,  litis  is  a  statue  in  Greek  marble,  and  it  is  a  miracle 
of  t>eauty.  I  must  say  that  I  have  never  seen  a  boy's  figure 
so  excellently  wrought  and  in  so  fine  a  style  among  all  the 
antiques  I  have  inspected.  If  your  Excellency  permits,  1 
should  like  to  restore  it — head  and  arms  and  feet  I  wiQ  add 
an  eagle,  in  order  that  we  may  christen  the  Ud  Gan>-inede. 
It  b  certainly  not  my  buiineM  to  jntch  up  xlalnes,  that  being 
the  mde  of  bolchen,  who  do  It  in  all  conscience  villainously 
ill :  yet  the  art  displayed  by  this  great  master  of  antiquity 
cries  out  to  mc  to  help  him."  The  Duke  was  highly  delighted 
to  find  the  statue  so  licautiful,  and  put  me  a  multitude  of 
qoetUons,  saying:  "TcU  me.  Bcnvcnuto,  minutely,  in  what 
coniisls  tlie  skill  of  lliis  old  master,  which  an  excites  your 
admiration."  I  then  attempted,  as  welt  as  I  was  able,  to 
cxpbiD  the  twauly  of  woikinanslilp,  the  connummate  sdenoc; 
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and  the  rare  manner  displayed  by  the  frajtment.  I  spoke 
king  apon  these  t(^pics,  and  with  the  greater  pleuure  t>ecaa*e 
I  saw  that  his  Excellency  was  deeply  interested. 


LXX 

While  1  was  thus  pleasantly  engaged  in  entertaining  the 
Duke,  a  page  happened  to  leave  the  wardrobe,  and  at  the 
same  moment  Baiidinello  entered.  When  the  Duke  saw 
bim.  his  countenance  contracted,  and  he  asked  him  drily: 
"What  are  you  atx>ut  here?"  BandincUo,  without  answer- 
ing, cast  a  glance  upon  the  box,  where  the  statue  lay  un- 
covered. Then  breaking  into  one  of  his  malignant  laughs 
and  wagging  his  head,  he  turned  to  the  Duke  and  said  :  "  My 
lord,  this  exactly  illustrates  the  troth  of  what  1  have  so  often 
told  your  Excellency.  You  must  know  that  the  ancients  were 
wholly  icnotant  oi  anatomy,  and  therefore  their  works 
abound  In  mbL-ikes."  I  kept  silence,  and  paid  no  heed  to 
wlukt  he  was  sa>'ing ;  nay,  indeed,  I  had  turned  my  back  oo 
bim.  But  when  tlie  biute  had  brought  his  disagreeable 
babble  to  an  end,  the  Duke  exclaimed  :  "  O  Benvcnuto,  this 
is  the  exact  opposite  of  what  yuu  were  just  now  denion- 
strating  with  so  many  excellent  arguments.  Come  and  speak 
a  word  in  defence  of  the  statue."  In  reply  to  this  appeal,  so 
kindly  made  me  by  the  Duke,  I  spoke  as  follows :  "  My  lord, 
your  most  illustrious  Excellency  must  plc:ise  to  know  that 
Baccio  Bandinello  is  made  up  of  everything  bad,  and  thus  has 
he  ever  been ;  therefore,  whatever  he  looks  at,  be  (he  thing 
stiperiatively  excellent,  t}ecome3  in  his  ungracious  eyes  as  bad 
as  can  be.  I,  who  incline  to  the  good  only,  discern  the  trath 
with  purer  senses.  Consequently,  what  I  told  your  Excel- 
lency about  this  lovely  statue  is  mere  simple  truth  ;  whereas 
what  Bandinello  said  is  but  a  portion  of  the  evil  out  of  which 
he  is  composed."  The  Duke  listened  with  mudi  amuse- 
ment ;  but  Bandinello  writhed  and  made  the  must  ugly  faces 
— his  (ace  itself  being  by  nature  hideous  beyond  measure— ^ 
which  could  be  imagined  by  the  miad  of  man. 

The  Duke  at  this  point  moved  away,  and  proceeded 
tluoiigh  some  ground-Hoor  rooms,  while  Bandinello  followed. 
The  chamberlains  twitched  mc  by  Uie  mantle,  and  sent  me 
Bfter ;  so  we  all  attended  the  Dvke  until  he  reached  a  certain 
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chamber,  where  he  seated  liimseU,  witli  BandincUo  and 
me  utiinititig  at  bia  right  hand  aiid  liis  left  1  kept  silence, 
and  the  gciillctnen  of  his  Excellency's  suite  looked  h.trd  at 
Uandinclio,  tittering  among  themselves  about  the  spci-ch  I 
had  nude  in  the  room  above.  So  then  BandiDcllo  began 
again  to  chatter,  and  cried  out :  "  Prince,  when  I  uncovered 
Riy  Merctiles  and  Cacus,  1  verily  believe  a  hundred  sonnet* 
wrere  written  on  me,  dill  of  the  worat  abuse  which  could  be 
invented  by  the  innorant  rabble."  '  I  rejoined  :  "  Prince, 
when  Michel  Agnolo  Btionarroti  displayed  his  Sacristy  to 
view,  with  so  many  line  statues  in  it,  the  men  of  talent  in  our 
admirable  ichool  of  Horcnce,  always  appreciative  of  tnith 
and  goodness,  pubUsfacd  more  than  a  hundred  soDnets,  each 
vying  with  his  neighbour  to  extol  these  masterpieces  to  the 
>lc»e«.'  So  then,  just  as  Bandlnello's  work  deserved  all  tlie 
evil  which,  he  tells  lis,  was  then  Kiid  atyiut  it,  Buonarroti's 
dcu:rvcd  the  cnthusi.istic  praise  which  was  bestowed  upoo 
iL"  These  words  of  mine  made  Bandinello  burst  with  fury ; 
be  turned  on  me,  and  cried  :  "  And  you,  what  have  you  got 
to  say  against  my  work  ? "  "1  will  tell  you  if  you  have  the 
patience  to  hear  ine  out"  "(Jo  along  then,"  he  rcphed. 
'riic  Duke  and  hia  attend-tnts  prepared  themselves  to  hsicn. 
I  begaa  and  opened  my  ufatioa  thus  :  "  You  must  know  tli.it 
It  paina  bw  to  point  out  the  fautta  of  youi  statue  l  I  shall  not, 
bowever,  utter  my  own  sentiments,  but  shall  recapitulate  what 
our  raoat  virtuous  •choot  of  Florence  says  about  it"  The 
brutal  fellow  kept  making  disagreeable  remarks  and  gesticu- 
lating with  his  hands  and  (cet,  until  he  enraged  me  so  that 
I  began  again,  and  s[x>ke  far  mocc  rudely  than  I  should  other* 
wise  bate  dotic,  if  he  had  behaved  with  decency.  "  Well, 
then,  this  viriiious  school  nys  that  if  one  were  to  shave  the 
hair  of  your  Hercules,  there  would  not  be  skull  enough  left 
to  hold  his  brain  ;  it  says  tlut  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish 
whether  hb  features  are  those  of  i  man  or  of  MinethlBg 
between  a  Uon  and  an  ox  :  the  face  loo  is  turned  away  from 
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the  action  of  the  figure,  and  is  so  badly  set  tipon  the  neci:, 
witJ)  sucli  po\'crty  of  art  and  so  ill  a  giacc,  tliat  iiotbing  worse 
was  ever  seen ;  bis  sprawling  sbouldcrs  are  like  the  two  pom- 
mels of  an  ass's  pack-saddle ;  his  t>reasts  and  all  the  muscles 
of  the  body  arc  not  portrayed  from  a  man,  btit  from  a  big  sack 
fitll  of  melons  set  ttpright  aijainst  a  wall.  Tbc  loins  seen  to 
be  modelled  from  a  bag  of  Umky  pnmiikins  ;  nobody  can  (ell 
how  his  two  legs  arc  attached  ti>  that  vile  trunk ;  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  on  which  leg  lie  stands,  or  which  he  uses  to 
exert  his  strength ;  nor  does  he  seem  to  be  resting  upon  both, 
as  sculptors  who  know  something  of  their  art  have  occasioo- 
ally  set  the  figure.  It  is  obvious  that  the  body  is  leaning 
loi'ward  more  than  one-third  of  a  cubit,  which  alone  is  the 
greatest  and  most  insupportable  fault  committed  by  viilgitr 
commonplace  pretenders.  Concerning  the  arms,  they  sajr 
that  these  are  botli  stretched  out  without  one  toucli  of  grace 
or  one  real  spark  of  artistic  talents  just  as  if  you  had  never 
seen  a  naked  model.  Again,  tlie  right  leg  of  Hercules  and 
that  of  Cacos  have  got  one  mass  of  flesh  between  them,  so 
that  if  they  were  to  be  separated,  not  only  one  of  tlicm,  but 
both  together,  would  be  left  without  a  calf  at  the  point  where 
they  arc  touching.  Tlicy  say,  too,  that  Hercules  has  one  ol 
his  feet  underground,  while  the  otiicr  socnis  to  be  restioK  oo 
hot  coals." 

LXXI 

The  fellow  could  not  stand  quiet  to  hear  the  damning  errore 
of  his  CacuB  in  their  turn  enumerated.  For  one  thing,  I  was 
telling  the  tnith ;  for  anotlier,  I  wu  unmasking  him  to  the 
Duke  and  all  llie  people  present,  who  allowed  by  face  and 
gesture  first  their  surprise,  and  next  tlieir  conviction  thai 
what  I  said  u-as  true.  All  at  once  he  burst  out:  "Ah,  yoa 
slanderous  tongue !  why  don't  you  speak  about  my  design  } " 
I  retorted  :  "  A  good  draughtsman  can  never  produce  bad 
works ;  therefore  1  am  incUncd  to  believe  that  your  drawing 
is  no  better  than  your  statues,"  Wlien  he  saw  tlie  amused 
expression  on  the  Duke's  face  and  the  cutting  gestures  of  the 
bystanders,  he  let  his  insolence  get  the  better  of  bim,  and 
turned  to  me  with  tliat  most  hideous  (ace  of  his,  screaming 
gloud  :  "  Oh,  hold  your  tongue,  you  ugly  ..."  *    At  tliese 
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words  the  Dultc  (rowncd,  aiid  the  others  pursed  tlictt  lipt 
U)i  and  looked  with  knitted  tifows  toward  him.  'Ilie  horrihlo 
alfroiit  lijli  nuddcncd  me  witli  fury;  but  in  a  mumcnt  1  re- 
covered presence  ot  mind  enouf{h  to  turn  it  oft  with  a  jett : 
"Yon  in;idman  I  you  exceed  the  bounds  ot  decency.  Yet 
woiil<l  to  God  that  i  undentood  10  noble  an  art  a«  you  allude 
to ;  tliey  aay  tliat  Jove  used  it  with  Gauymcdc  In  paradise,  snd 
here  upon  this  eartli  it  is  practised  by  tome  o(  the  grattest 
emperon  and  kinijs.  I,  however,  am  but  a  poor  humble 
creature,  who  neither  have  the  power  nor  tlic  intcihgcnce 
to  perplex  my  wits  with  anything  so  admirable,"  When  I 
had  linUlied  this  speech,  the  Duke  and  hia  attendants  could 
control  themselves  no  longer,  but  broke  into  such  sliouts  oi 
lanKhlcr  that  one  never  heard  the  like.  You  mutt  know, 
Senttc  readcni,  that  though  1  ))ut  on  this  appeanuioe  o(  plca- 
Ktntry,  my  heart  u-as  IninLtinc  in  my  body  to  think  thai  a 
fellow,  the  fmtlest  villain  who  ever  breathed,  should  have 
dared  in  the  presence  ot  so  Kreat  a  prince  to  cast  an  Insult 
of  that  atrodoiis  nature  in  my  teeth  ;  but  you  must  also  know 
that  he  intuited  tlie  Duke,  and  not  me ;  for  liad  I  nut  stood  in 
ttui  august  presence,  I  should  have  felled  liim  dead  to  earth. 
W^lica  the  dirty  stupid  scoundrel  ol>M:r\'e<l  that  thuse  gentle- 
men kept  on  laughing,  he  tried  to  change  tlie  subject,  and 
divert  tliem  from  deriding  him;  bo  he  began  as  (oUowi: 
"This  fellow  Bcnvcnato  goca  about  boasting  tliat  I  have 
promised  him  a  piece  of  marble."  1  took  him  up  at  once. 
"  \Vhatl  I  did  you  not  send  to  tell  mc  by  your  jounicyman. 
Prancesoo,  tliat  if  I  wished  to  work  in  marbto  you  would 
five  rae  a  block  ?  I  accepted  It,  and  n>e;m  to  have  it."  He 
retorted  :  "  Be  very  well  asmircd  ih-il  you  will  never  jjct  it." 
'  Still  smartinf  aa  I  was  under  the  calumniuiis  Insults  he  bad 
Bung  at  ne,  1  knt  my  seU-control,  forgot  I  was  in  the  presence 
of  the  Duke,  and  called  «it  in  a  storm  of  fury :  "  I  swear  to 
yr)u  tliat  if  you  do  not  send  the  niarbte  to  my  house,  you  had 
better  look  out  for  another  woild,  for  if  you  stay  up<jn  this 
earth  I  will  most  certainly  rip  the  wind  otit  uf  your  e.ircass."  > 
Then  auddcniy  awaking  to  the  fact  that  I  was  Bt.i[idint<  in 
the  presence  of  to  great  a  duke,  1  turned  nil>niiBsiveIy 
to  his  Excellency  and  said :  "  My  lord,  one  fool  makes  1 
hundred  ;   tlie  (oUies  of  this  man  have  blinded  me  for  a 
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moment  to  the  glory  of  your  most  illustrious  Exccllcocy  and 
to  myself.  I  humbly  crave  y<^ur  pardon."  Then  the  Duke 
said  to  iJandinelto  :  "  Is  it  true  that  you  promised  him  the 
marble  ? "  He  replied  that  it  was  true  Upon  this  the  Ouke 
addressed  me :  "Go  to  the  Opera,  and  choose  a  piece  accord- 
ing to  your  taste."  1  demurred  ttut  the  man  had  promised 
to  send  it  home  to  me.  The  words  that  passed  between  at 
were  awful,  and  I  refused  to  take  tlie  stone  in  any  other  way. 
Next  morning  a  piece  of  marble  was  brouttlit  to  my  house. 
On  asking  who  hatl  scut  it,  tliey  told  mc  it  was  Bandinetlo, 
and  that  tills  was  the  very  block  which  he  bad  ptXMnised.* 


UCXII 

I  had  it  brought  at  once  into  my  stndio,  and  began  to 
chisel  it.  While  I  was  rou;{h-hcwing  the  block,  I  made  a 
model.  But  my  eajiemess  to  work  In  marble  was  so  strong, 
that  I  had  not  patience  to  finish  tlie  model  as  correctly  as 
tliis  art  demands.  I  soon  noticed  lli^tt  the  stone  rang  lalM 
bcucatti  my  strokes,  which  made  me  oftentimes  repent  com- 
mencing on  tL  Yet  I  got  what  1  could  out  of  the  piece — 
Uiat  is,  the  Apollo  and  Hyacinth,  which  may  stilt  t>e  .seen 
unfinished  in  my  workshop.  Wliile  1  was  thus  engaged,  the 
Duke  came  to  my  house,  and  often  said  to  mc :  "  Leave  )-our 
bronze  awhile,  and  let  me  watch  you  working  on  the  marble." 
Then  I  took  chisel  and  mallet,  and  went  at  it  blithely.  He 
asked  about  the  mixlel  I  had  made  for  my  statue  ;  to  which 
I  answerc-d :  "Ouke,  iliis  marNe  is  all  cnckcd,  but  I  shall 
carve  si^mcthing  from  it  in  spite  of  that ;  therefore  I  have  not 
been  atde  to  settle  tlie  model,  but  shall  go  on  doing  the  best 
lean." 

His  Excellency  sent  to  Rome  poet-haste  for  a  Mode  of 
Greek  marble,  in  order  that  I  mi(iht  restore  his  antique 
Ganymede,  which  was  the  cause  of  that  dispute  witli  Ban- 
dinello.    When  it  arrived,  I  thought  it  a  sin  to  cut  it  up  for 
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tn  icpoiiini;  ihi*  quuiel.  with  toiue  of  (he  Mwtchn  whith  p*«ed 
tn«  i«o  nral  truiu.     Yet  h«  bxl  not  mil  C«lliBi'>  Afimtin,  nJ 
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(he  hca<l  and  aniu  aiid  other  bits  inntint:  in  ttie  (janymede ; 
•o  I  provided  myaclf  wilh  aiifrthcr  piece  of  stone,  and  reserved 
Uie  Greek  marble  for  a  Narcissus  which  I  modelled  on  a  small 
scale  in  wax.  I  found  that  the  block  liad  tvro  holes,  pcae- 
trating  to  the  depth  of  a  quarter  (A  a  cubit,  and  two  good 
inches  wide.  This  led  me  to  choose  the  attitude  which  may 
be  noticed  in  my  statue,  avoiding  tlie  holes  and  keeping  ray 
figure  free  from  them.  But  rain  had  fallen  scores  of  yean 
upon  the  stone,  filleTinj^  so  deeply  front  the  holes  into  its 
substance  that  the  marble  was  decayed.  Of  this  I  had  full 
proof  at  the  time  of  a  great  inundation  of  tlie  Aroo,  when 
the  river  rose  to  the  heinht  of  more  than  a  aiblt  and  a  half 
in  my  workshop.'  Now  the  Narcissus  stood  upon  a  square 
of  wood,  and  the  water  overlunied  it,  causing  the  stitue  to 
break  in  two  above  the  breasts.  1  bad  to  join  tlie  pieces; 
uid  in  order  that  the  line  of  breakage  might  not  be  ob- 
served, I  wreathed  that  garland  of  dowers  round  it  which 
may  still  be  seen  upon  the  bosom.  I  went  on  woridng  at 
the  surface,  empluying  some  hours  befoce  witrise,  or  now 
and  then  on  feut-da)'N,  so  as  not  to  loW  tbo  ttoie  I  needed 
(or  my  Perseus. 

It  BO  happened  on  one  of  tfaoae  mornings,  white  I  wa« 
getting  some  little  chisels  into  trim  to  wuik  on  the  Narcissus, 
that  a  rery  hne  splinter  ot  steel  Hew  into  my  rinht  eye,  and 
embedded  itself  so  deeply  in  the  pupil  that  it  could  not  be 
extracted.  I  thought  for  certAtn  I  must  lose  the  sijiht  of  that 
eye.  After  some  days  I  sent  for  Maestro  Raffacllo  M  I'illi, 
the  surgeon,  who  chained  a  couple  of  live  pigeons,  and 
placing  me  upon  my  back  across  a  taUc,  took  tlie  birds  and 
opened  a  large  vein  they  have  beneath  the  wing,  so  that  the 
blood  gushed  out  into  my  eye.  I  felt  immcdiatdy  reUeved, 
and  in  the  space  o(  two  days  the  splinter  came  away,  and  I 
remained  witli  eyesight  greatly  improved.  Against  the  feast 
of  S.  Luda,*  whicli  came  round  in  Uirce  days,  1  made  a  gulden 
eye  out  of  a  Fraoch  crown,  and  had  it  presented  at  her  slinne 
.  bgr  one  ol  ny  six  nieces,  daughters  of  my  sister  Lipcrata  ;  the 
Igiri  waa  tea  year?  oC  age,  and  in  her  company  I  rcluiitc<l 
thanks  to  Cod  and  S.  Lucia.  For  some  while  afterwards 
I  did  not  work  at  the  Nardasus,  but  pushed  my  Perseus 

•  CsIUbI  aUBdii  W  s  OThbraiMl  \tmiuiem  «l  Uw  r**'  'S47- 
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(onrard  under  all  the  diMcultics  I  ha<re  described.  II 
was  my  puqxKe  to  hn'tsli  it,  and  (Jien  to  bid  fareweU  to 
Florence, 
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HaWng  succeeded  so  well  uilh  the  cast  of  the  Medusa,  I 
had  great  hope  of  bringing  my  Perseos  through ;  for  I  bod 
laid  the  wax  on,  and  felt  confident  that  it  would  come  out  in 
bronze  as  perfectly  as  the  Medusa.  The  waxen  model  pro- 
duced so  line  an  clTect,  tluit  when  the  Dnke  saw  it  and  was 
struck  with  Us  beauty — whether  somctxicly  had  pcrsiudcd 
him  it  could  not  be  carried  out  with  the  same  finish  in 
metal,  or  whetlier  he  thought  so  for  himself — he  came  to 
visit  me  more  frequently  tlian  usual,  and  on  one  occasion 
aud :  "  Benvenuto,  this  Tigurc  cannot  succeed  in  bronze ; 
the  laws  of  art  do  not  admit  of  it."  These  words  of  his 
Excellency  stung  mc  so  sharply  that  1  answered  ;  "  My  lard. 
I  Icnow  how  very  little  confidence  you  have  in  me;  and  I 
believe  the  reason  of  this  is  that  your  most  illustrious  Excel- 
lency lends  too  ready  an  ear  to  my  calumniators,  or  else 
indeed  that  you  do  not  understand  my  art"  He  hardly  let 
me  close  the  sentence  when  he  broke  in :  "I  [irofcss  myself 
a  connoisseur,  and  understand  it  very  well  indeed."  I  re- 
plied;  "Ves,  like  a  prince,  not  like  an  artist;  for  if  your 
Excellency  imder*too<l  my  trade  as  well  as  you  imagine,  you 
would  tnixt  ine  on  the  proofs  1  have  already  given.  These 
are,  first,  the  colos.t.ol  bronze  bust  of  your  Excellency,  which 
U  now  in  Eltxi  ;■  secondly,  the  restoration  of  the  Ganymede 
In  marble,  which  offered  so  many  difficulties  and  cost  me  w 
much  trouble,  U»at  I  would  rather  have  made  the  whole 
statue  new  from  the  beginning  ;  thirdly,  the  Medusa,  cast  by 
me  in  bronze,  here  now  before  your  Excellency's  cj-cs,  the 
execution  of  which  was  a  greater  triumph  of  strength  axtd 
skill  than  any  of  my  predecessors  in  this  fiendish  art  have 
yet  achieved.  Look  you,  my  lord !  I  constructed  that 
furnace  anew  on  principles  quite  different  from  those  of 
other  founders  ;  in  addition  to  many  technical  improvements 
and  ingenious  device^t.  I  supplied  it  with  two  issues  for  the 
metal,  because  this  difficult  and  twisted   figure   could    sot 

■  At  PcttoHmioL    t(  ctrae  »rtcntmnlt  (o  FlotenM. 
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otlicrwisc  have  come  out  perfect.  It  is  only  owing  to  my 
intelligcnl  insight  iato  invanx  and  appliances  that  tlie  sL-iluc 
lumnl  (Hit  as  it  (lid  ;  a  triumph  jtid^vd  iinponriHc  by  all  the 
pnctitiODCn  of  tills  art  I  xliould  like  you  furlliennor«  to 
be  kware,  my  lonl,  for  certain,  tliat  Uic  sole  reason  why  1 
succeeded  wilti  all  those  great  and  arduous  works  lii  Pranoe 
under  hU  most  adtnirable  Majesty  Ktnj{  Francis,  was  tlie  hlflh 
uoutaKe  which  that  good  monarch  put  into  my  heart  by  Ifac 
Uberal  allowances  he  made  me,  and  the  multitude  o(  work- 
people be  left  at  my  disposaL  I  could  have  as  many  as  I 
asked  for,  and  employed  at  times  above  forty,  all  chosen  by 
myscU.  I'hcse  were  the  causes  of  my  having  there  produced 
ao  many  nuuterpieces  in  so  short  a  space  of  time.  Now  then, 
my  lord,  pat  trust  in  me ;  supply  me  with  the  aid  I  need. 
I  am  confklcnt  of  bctnil  able  to  complete  a  work  which 
will  deliRlit  your  souL  Rut  if  your  Excellency  goes  on  dit- 
hcartcnintl  me,  and  does  not  advance  me  tlie  aatisbuice  which 
to  abaolutely  required,  ncilher  I  nor  any  man  alive  upon  tills 
aartb  can  hope  to  achieve  the  tlij^itett  Uiins  of  value." 

tit  was  as  much  as  the  Duke  could  do  to  stand  by  and  lisiten 
'8ty  pkadin|{s.  He  kept  tuniing  linit  this  way  and  then 
It;  while  I,  iu  despair,  poor  wietdied  1,  was  calhns  up 
tvmcmbrajice  of  the  noble  state  I  held  in  France,  to  tJie  Rrcat 
sorrow  of  my  soul.  AU  at  once  he  cried ;  "  Come,  tell  me, 
Benvenuto,  how  is  it  possible  tlut  yonder  splendid  head  of 
Ueduaa,  so  high  up  there  in  the  grasp  of  Perseus,  should  ever 
eoawottt  perfect  ?  "  I  replied  upon  the  inst.^nt :  "  Look  yoa 
now,  my  lord  I  If  your  Lx^cllcncy  possessed  Uiat  knowlcttgc 
ct  the  craft  wliich  you  affirm  you  have,  you  would  not  fear 
one  moment  for  the  st^endid  head  you  speak  <4.  'Iliere  U 
jtood  reason,  on  the  oilier  liand,  to  feel  uneasy  about  this  right 
loot,  BO  far  below  and  at  a  distance  from  the  rent."  When  he 
iMBrd  these  wi>rtl3,  the  Duke  turned,  half  in  anger,  to  some 
geoUeroen  in  waitmg.  and  exclaimed:  "I  vorily  txlicve  that 
this  Benvenuto  prides  himself  on  contradicting  ev'cr^'thing 
one  says."  Then  he  faced  round  to  me  with  a  touch  of 
mockery,  upon  which  his  attendants  did  the  like,  and  bcflan 
lo  tpcak  as  follows :  "  I  will  listen  patiently  lo  any  arsuaienl 
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]rou  can  posnbty  produce  in  exptanatton  of  your  statcmcol, 
wtiicli  may  convince  me  of  its  probability."  I  said  in  answer : 
"  I  will  adduce  so  sound  an  argument  Uiat  your  Excellency 
sliall  i>ci'ccivc  the  full  force  of  it."  So  I  bctfui :  "  You  must 
know,  my  lord,  that  the  nature  of  (ire  is  to  ascend,  and  there- 
fore I  promise  you  lliat  Medusa's  bead  wiJI  come  out  famously; 
but  since  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  fire  to  descend,  and  I  must 
force  it  downwards  six  cubits  by  artificial  means,  I  assure  your 
Excellency  upon  this  most  convincing  gromid  of  proof  that 
the  foot  cannot  possibly  come  out.  It  will,  however,  be  quile 
eauy  for  mc  to  restore  it"  "  Why,  then,"  said  the  Dulee,  "did 
you  not  devise  it  so  that  the  foot  should  come  out  as  wcD  ai 
>-ou  aiTirm  the  head  will  ? "  I  answered  :  "  I  most  have  made 
a  much  laigcr  furnace,  with  a  conduit  as  thick  as  my  leg  ;  and 
so  I  mi^ht  have  forced  the  molten  metU  by  its  own  weiiiht  to 
descend  so  far.  Now,  my  pipe,  which  runs  six  cubits  to  the 
statue's  foot,  as  I  have  said,  is  not  thicker  than  two  fingers. 
However,  it  was  not  worth  the  trouHc  and  expense  to  nuke  a 
larger ;  for  1  shall  easily  be  able  to  mend  what  ts  lacking. 
But  when  my  mould  is  more  than  half  full,  as  I  expect,  from 
this  middle  point  upwards,  the  tire  ascending  by  its  natural 
property,  then  the  heads  of  Ferseus  and  Medusa  wvU  come 
out  admirably ;  you  may  be  quite  sure  of  it."  After  I  bad 
thus  expounded  these  convincing  arguments,  together  witli 
many  mure  of  the  »me  kind,  which  it  would  l>e  tedious  to  set 
down  here,  the  Duke  sliook  his  head  and  de^urted  wit 
further  ceremony. 
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Al>andoned  thus  to  my  own  resources,  I  took  new  courage, 
and  t>anishcd  the  sad  thoughts  which  kept  recurring  to  my 
mind,  making  me  often  weep  bitter  tears  of  repentance  for 
having  left  France ;  for  though  I  did  so  only  to  revisit; 
Florence,  my  sweet  tiirthplace,  in  order  that  I  might 
charitably  succour  my  six  nieces,  this  good  action,  as  I  well 
perceived,  had  been  the  beginning  of  my  great  misfortune. 
Nevertheless,  I  fcit  convinced  that  wheu  my  Perseus  was 
accomplished;  all  Ihc^  trials  would  be  turned  to  high 
felicity  and  glorious  wcU-being. 

Accordingly  t  strengthened  my  heart,  and  with  all  the 
forces  of  my  body  and   my  purse,  employing  what   Ultle 
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moitcy  itill  rcmaiued  to  nic,  I  set  to  work.  First  I  provided 
iny>cU  with  several  loads  of  jiincwood  from  the  forests  o{ 
Semslori,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montelupo,  While  tbeae 
wcte  on  their  way,  I  clothed  my  Pcrscits  with  the  cUy 
which  I  bad  prepared  niany  months  tjcforchand,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  duly  seasoned.  After  m^akins  ita  ctif 
lunic  {(or  that  is  the  term  ii^d  in  this  art)  and  properly 
arming  it  and  fencing  it  with  iron  girtlcrs,  I  began  to  draw 
the  wax  ont  by  means  of  a  slow  lire.  Tliit  melted  an<l 
issued  tlirough  nitmeroos  air-vents  I  had  made;  for  the 
more  th«re  are  of  these,  the  ticlter  will  the  mould  fill.  When 
I  bid  Gnlahed  drawing  oS  the  wmc,  1  con.itnicIed  a  funnel- 
•Iiaped  furnace  all  round  the  model  of  my  Perseus.'  It  was 
built  of  brides,  so  interlaced,  the  oite  above  the  other,  that 
nutnerous  apertures  were  left  for  the  lire  to  exhale  at.  Then 
I  began  to  lay  on  wood  by  degrees,  and  kept  it  burning  two 
whole  days  and  nights.  At  length,  when  all  the  wax  was 
gone,  and  the  mould  was  well  t>akcd,  I  set  to  work  at  dig^Dg 
the  pit  in  which  to  sink  it.  This  I  performed  with  scmpolous 
regard  to  all  the  rales  of  art.  When  I  had  finished  that  pvt 
of  iny  work,  I  raised  the  mould  by  windUs'Scs  and  stout  ropes 
to  k  perpendicular  position,  and  suspending  it  with  the 
greatest  care  one  cubit  above  the  level  of  the  furnace,  so 
thai  it  bung  exactly  at>ove  the  middle  of  the  [Ht,  I  next 
lowered  It  gcnily  down  into  the  very  Nitlom  of  the  (iimace, 
and  had  it  Tirmly  placed  with  every  possible  precaution  for 
Its  safety.  When  this  dclioite  operation  was  accotnplisbed. 
I  began  to  liank  it  up  with  the  earth  1  had  excavated ;  aod. 
ever  as  the  earth  grew  higher,  I  introdnoed  Ita  proper  air- 
vent^,  which  were  httle  tut>c«  of  earthenware,  such  as  folk 
use  fur  dr.iins  and  such-like  purpoMS.'  At  length,  I  (ctt 
■ire  that  Jt  was  admirably  fixed,  and  that  the  lilling-in  of 
the  pft  and  the  placing  of  the  air-vents  h;wl  been  properly 
performed.     I  also  could  see  tliat  my  workpeople  understood 

■  TUs  tuatMi,  (sDod  ■Mnir*.  ■»  lOcB  ■  grste-homr.  ■»  ifcstibt  mosU 
'^-  tould  mami  nptlfbi  tn  il  u  in  ■  n\t.  Thm  wM  nraM  b  ifcs  mm*  •*  oof 
^K  WJawil,  in  uiliqii*  lotm  ij  t\tttt. 

^r  *  Tliew  ucttuDt  or  i/iwiatn,  mat  iMradseei  bUo  \ht  iMtt  ommU,  *yctl 
CriHsl  CSlli  Iht  OMM.  <■  dar  lank  labl  ^m  lh«  eritlM)  mud»\  a*  l«h«4 
els7  Mid  ••«.  T>K]P  •rmil  llw  iuMa  putnr  «(  dnwiig  •*  lh«  vu, 
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hcillMW  At  prnMiMlH  tl  Ak  Mkai  mBI  kf  sthmliv  s  tn 
tl sis «B4p* boM  tba oMsr  mmU 


I. 


iiiMi^li 


3«4 


LIFE  OF  BENVENUTO  CELLINI 


my  method,  wliicb  differed  very  considerably  from  thit  d 
all  the  odier  maslcrs  in  tlic  trade.  FcclJng  confident,  tha 
that  1  could  rcty  upon  tlicm,  I  next  turned  to  my  furrox 
which  I  had  tilled  uith  inimerous  pigs  of  copper  and  cde 
bronze  stuff.  The  pieces  were  piled  according  to  the  Iw 
o(  art,  ttial  is  to  say,  so  resting  one  upon  tlie  otiier  dul  Us 
flames  cmild  jiby  (rcely  through  them,  in  order  that  '-in 
melal  miiiht  he;it  and  liiguety  the  sooner.  At  last  I  alU 
out  heartily  to  set  the  lurnace  gointf.  Tbc  logs  d  [vx 
were  heaped  in,  and.  what  with  the  unctuous  rcsia  oj  t^ 
wood  and  the  good  draught  1  had  given,  my  furnace  w-otkrd 
so  well  that  1  was  obliged  to  njsh  from  side  to  side  to  ketf 
it  going.  The  labour  was  more  than  I  could  stand ;  ]«( I 
forced  mysclt  to  strain  every  nerve  and  muscle.  To  tncmR 
my  anxieties  the  workshop  look  lire,  and  we  were  atn^ 
lest  the  roof  should  fall  upon  our  heads  ;  while,  from  & 
garden,  such  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  kept  blowing  H  ^ 
it  perceptibly  coaled  the  furnace. 

BattlinK  thus  witli  all  tlicse  untoward  circumst.'inces  ht 
fcvcral  liouis,  and  exciting  m>'Beli  beyond  e^'cn  tlie  meutur 
of  my  powerful  constitution,  1  could  at  last  tx-a.r  up  no  loii^, 
and  a  smiden  fever,'  of  the  utmost  possible  intensity,  attacknl 
me.    I  felt  absolutely  obliged  to  go  and  fling  myself  upoo  oj 
bed.    Sorely  against  my  will  having  to  drag  m>-self  an; 
from  the  spot,  1  turned  to  my  assistants,  about  ten  or  more  it 
all,  what  witli  master- founders,  hand-workers,  country-fcHou*^ 
and  my  own  special  joumcymcn,  among  whom  was  Bcnmi- 
(lino  Manncllini  of  Mugello,  my  apprentice  through  scveni 
years.     To  him  in  particular  I  spoke :  "  Look,  my  dear  Be- 
nardino,  that  you  observe  the  niles  whidi  I  have  taught  rm ; 
do  your  best  with  all  de»patcli,  for  tlie  metal  will  soon  be 
fused.    You  cannot  go  wrong ;  these  honest  men  will  gel  the 
channeb  ready ;  you  will  easily  be  able  to  drive  back  the  twg 
plugs  with  this  pair  of  iron  crooks;  and  1  am  sure  that  my 
mould  will  till  miraculously,     I  feel  more  ill  tlian  I  ever  did  m 
all  my  life,  and  verily  believe  that  it  will  kill  me  before  a  few 
hours  arc  over."*    Thus,  with  despair  at  heart,  I  lelt  tfa< 
and  betook  myself  to  bed. 

'  Vtta  (ttbn  tfiimra.     \M.,  a /ivtr  tfgiuJig^i  dura/Ian. 

'  Some  icchnml  icmi*  rccjuiiv  tipkiulkin  in  thii  tealcnoe.  TIm  tmmk 
•t  channdt  weie  bluicci  far  canying  the  nolleii  mail  from  the  fuiaaoc  iM 
the  muuld.    The  manJriami,  which  I  hiTe  UMulUcd  \rf  irvm  rrmJU,  tna 
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No  sooner  hid  I  Rot  to  bed,  than  I  ordered  my  serrta^ 
maids  to  carry  fond  and  wine  for  all  the  men  into  the  woric* 
shop ;  at  the  same  time  I  cried :  "  I  sliall  not  be  alive 
to-morrow."  They  tried  to  encourage  mc,  arguing  tliat  my 
illness  would  pau  over,  since  it  came  from  excessive  fatigue. 
In  this  way  I  spent  two  hours  battling  with  the  fever,  which 
steadily  increased,  and  culling  out  contiiiii.Llly:  "1  feel  Umt  I 
am  dying."  My  hou»ekeci>er,  who  wa«  named  Mooa  ¥ion 
da  Castel  del  Kio,  a  very  notable  manager  and  no  le««  warm- 
hearted, kept  chiding  me  for  my  discouragement ;  but,  oo 
the  other  band,  she  paid  mc  every  kind  attention  which  was 
possible.  However,  the  sight  of  my  ph>'sicaJ  pain  and  moral 
dejection  so  affected  her,  ttuil,  in  spite  of  tlul  brave  heart  of 
hers,  utte  conlcl  not  rcfr.iin  from  shedding  tears  ;  and  j-ct,  so 
far  as  she  was  able,  she  took  good  care  I  sliould  not  see  them. 
While  1  wa*  tlius  terribly  afHtclcd.  I  beheld  the  figure  of  a 
man  enter  my  chamber,  twisted  tn  hi*  body  into  the  form  of  a 
capital  S.  He  ntiwd  a  lamentable,  doleful  voice,  like  one  who 
uutuunces  their  last  hour  to  men  condetimed  to  die  u)>nn  the 
•caffold,  and  sgvikc  these  words :  "O  Benvenuto  I  your  statue 
b  tpoJled,  and  thctc  is  no  hope  whatever  of  saving  It."  No 
•ooncr  had  1  beard  the  slirick  of  that  wretch  than  I  gave  a 
howl  wtiicli  might  have  been  heard  from  tlie  sphere  of  flame. 
Jumping  from  my  bed,  I  seized  my  clothes  and  began  to  dress. 
The  maids,  and  my  lad,  and  every  one  wlio  came  around  to 
help  mc,  Kot  kicks  or  blow*  of  the  fi«t,  while  I  kept  crying  out 
in  bmcntation  :  "  Ah  !  traitors  t  envien  1  This  t*  an  act  of 
tieaiMti,  (lone  by  tnjlice  prcj^nite  I  But  I  swear  by  God  that 
I  will  tift  It  to  the  bottom,  anti  before  I  die  will  leave  such 

potalillHl  klihccad  iriUi  (wvwl  inni,  b]>  ahlcb  IfciofiMinpef  llMlanwcc, 
W*Vi  w  la  llslte*  f/uiw,  oo«U  b«  putlalljr  <m  •hully  dnr«n  back,  w  m  Hi 
IM  dw  MriMi  Bwnl  fta«  tlMoach  U«  dMoneli  loio  Ike  bmuU.  Whoi  Ifca 
OmUI  wwchsH  lb*  OMnld,  ll  wMei*t  In  a  ted-boi  lucoiu  Utotrn  ilw  Ahmm. 
M  OBOtiU  Mouk],  uhI  lb*  tmimt,  w  )nn«i  Mock.  lUW  up  rtutlr  lh«  i|<Mt 
vrlikb  hwl  HHiowly  baatMCnM  l^lht  wuMlrKtnl  tiy  ■  iiirihoda/tlMi 
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vntness  to  the  world  d  what  I  can  do  as  shall  make  a  score  ol 
mortals  oiarvcl." 

When  I  had  got  my  clothes  on,  I  strode  with  soul  bent  oo 
mischief   toward   the  workshop ;   there  I  beheld  the  men, 
whom   1  bad  left  erewhile   in   such   high    spirits,  standing 
stupefied  and  downcast.     I  began  at  once  and  spoke :  *'  Up 
with  >-ou  1    Attend  to  me !    Since  you  have  not  been  able  or 
(rilltng  to  obe>'  the  directions  I  gave  you,  obey  mc  now  that 
I  am  with  you  to  conduct  my  work  in  person.     Let  do  otx 
contradict  me,  for  in  cases  like  this  we  need  the  aid  of  band 
and  heariiiK,  not  o£  advice."     When  I  had  uttered  these 
wortis,  a  certain  Maestro  Alcssandro  Lastricati  broke  silence 
and  said :  "  Look  you,  Benvenuto,  you  are  going  to  attempt  an 
enterprise  which  the  laws  of  art  do  not  sanction,  and  which 
caruiot  succeed."     I  turned  upon  him  with  such  fury  and  so 
full  of  mischief,  that  he  and  all  the  rest  of  them  exclaimed 
with  one  voice:  "On  then  I    Give  orders  I     We  will  obey 
your  least  commands,  so  long  as  life  is  left  in  us."     I  believe 
they  spoke  thus  feelingly  beciusc  they  thought  I  must  fall 
shortly  dead  ui>on  the  ground.    I  went  immediately  to  inspect 
the  furnace,  and  found  that  the  mctat  was  all  curdled ;  an 
accident  which  we  express  by  "  being  caked." '    I  told  two  of 
The  hands  to  cross  tlie  road,  and  fetch  from  the  house  of  the 
butcher  Capretta  a  load  of  young  oak-wood,  which  had  lain 
dry  for  above  a  year  ;  this  wood  had  been  previously  offered 
me  by  Madame  Ginevra,  wife  of  tlic  said  Capretta.     So  soon 
as  the  first  armfuls  arrived,  1  t>cgan  to  fill  the  grate  beneath 
the  furnace.*    Now  oak-wood  ol  that  kind  heats  more  power- 
fully than  any  other  sort  of  tree ;  and  for  this  reason,  where  a 
slow  fire  is  wanted,  as  in  the  case  of  gun-foundry,  alder  or 
[rine  is  preferred.    Accordingly,  when  the  logs  took  &re,  oht 
how  the  cake  began  to  stir  beneath  that  a^vf  ul  heat,  to  glow 
and  sparkle  in  a  blaze !    At  the  same  time  I  kept  stirring  up 
the  channels,  and  sent  men  upon  the  roof  to  stc^  the  confla> 
gradon,  which  had  gathered  force  from  the  increased  com* 
bastion  in  the  furnace  ;  also  I  caused  Ixords,  carpets,  and 
other  hangings  to  \>e  set  up  against  the  garden,  in  order  to 
protect  us  from  tlie  violence  of  the  rain. 
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*  Tbe  lUlUn  b  ii«eciaim^,  ■  (It  bdow  the  (latlnc  wlikb  lecrivc*  lb' 
Mbc*  from  Ihc  (uinkce. 
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Wlien  I  had  thus  provided  afputnA  these  several  disasters, 
I  roared  out  tint  to  one  man  aiid  ttien  to  anotlicr :  "  Bring 
this  thing  here  I  Take  tliat  thing  there  t "  At  tfaia  crisis, 
when  the  whole  gang  saw  the  cake  was  on  the  point  of 
melting,  they  did  my  bidding,  each  fellow  working  with 
tl)e  stiength  o(  llircc.  1  tlicn  ordered  half  a  pig  ol  pcwlcr 
to  be  brought,  which  wci]|;licd  about  sixty  pounds,  and 
flung  it  into  tlie  middle  u(  the  cake  inside  the  furnace,  liy 
this  means,  and  by  piling  on  wood  and  stirring  now  with 
pokcn  aivd  now  with  iron  rods,  the  cur<lled  man  lapkUy 
began  to  li<iuefy.  Then,  knowing  I  had  brought  the  dead 
to  life  again,  against  the  firm  opinion  of  thoM  ignoranoaea, 
1  felt  such  vigour  fdl  my  veins,  th.-it  all  those  pains  of  fever, 
M  those  fcan  of  death,  were  quite  forgotten. 

AU  of  a  sudden  an  explosion  took  place,  attended  by  a 
tremendous  flash  of  tiame,  as  though  a  thunderbolt  had 
fonncd  aitd  t>een  disdiarged  amongst  os.  Unwonted  and 
appalling  terror  astonted  every  one,  and  mc  more  even 
than  the  rest.  Wtii-n  the  din  was  over  and  the  daziling 
light  cxtinKuished.  wc  be^an  to  look  eadi  otlier  in  the  face. 
Then  I  discovered  that  the  cap  of  the  furnace  had  blown  up, 
and  the  bronte  was  bubbling  over  from  its  souree  l>ciieath. 
So  I  liad  tlie  mouttis  ot  my  mould  immediately  opened,  and 
at  the  same  time  drove  in  tlie  two  plugs  which  kept  bock 
tltc  molten  metal.  But  I  noticed  tlial  it  did  not  flow  as 
rapidly  as  usual,  the  reason  bdng  protnbly  that  tlie  fierce 
heat  of  the  fire  we  kindled  had  consumed  its  baw  alloy. 
Accordingly  I  sent  for  all  my  pewter  platters,  porringen, 
and  diahca,  to  the  number  of  some  two  hundred  pieces,  lod 
had  a  portion  of  them  cast,  one  by  one,  into  tlie  channels, 
(he  rest  into  the  furnace.  This  expedient  succeeded,  and 
ercry  one  could  now  perceive  that  my  bronze  waa  in  most 
perfect  Uquefaclion,  and  my  mould  was  fUling :  wliereupoa 
they  all  with  heartiness  and  hjppy  cheer  asHiHtcd  and 
obeyed  my  bidding,  while  i,  now  here,  now  there,  gave 
orderit  helped  with  ray  own  liands,  and  cried  aloud :  "  O 
God  I  Thou  that  by  Thy  immeasurable  power  didst  rise 
from  the  dead,  and  in  Thy  glory  didst  ascend  to  heaven  I" 
even  thus  In  a  moment  my  mould    was   Blled :   and 
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seeing  my  work  finished,  I  fell  upon  my  knees,  and  with 
all  my  heart  gave  thanks  to  God. 

Aiter  all  was  over,  I  turned  to  a  plate  of  salad  on  a  bench 
there,  and  ate  witli  hearty  appetite,  and  drank  together  with 
the  whole  crew.  Afterwards  I  retired  to  bed,  healthy  and 
happy,  for  it  was  now  two  hours  before  morning,  and  slept  ai 
sweetly  as  though  1  had  never  felt  a  touch  o(  illness.  Mr 
good  housekeeper,  without  ray  giving  any  orders,  had  pre- 
pared a  fat  capon  for  my  repast  So  that,  when  I  rose, 
about  the  hour  for  breaking  fast,  she  presented  henteU  with 
a  smiling  countenance,  and  said  ;  "  Oh  !  is  that  the  man  who 
felt  that  he  was  dying  ?  Upon  my  word,  I  think  the  bloui 
and  kicks  you  dealt  us  bst  night,  when  you  were  so  enraged, 
and  had  that  demon  In  your  t>ody  as  it  seemed,  must  have 
{tightened  au-ay  your  mortal  fever  I  The  fever  feared  that 
it  might  catch  it  too,  as  we  did  I"  All  my  poor  household, 
relieved  in  tike  measure  from  anxiety  and  overwhelming 
laboor,  went  at  once  to  buy  eartlten  vessels  in  order  to  repbcc 
tlie  pewter  1  had  cast  away.  Then  we  dined  together  joy- 
fully; nay,  I  cannot  remember  a  day  in  my  whole  life  when 
I  dined  with  greater  glatbiess  or  a  belter  appetite. 

After  our  meal  I  received  visits  from  the  several  mea 
who  had  assisted  me.  They  exchanged  congratuLitions,  and 
thanked  God  for  our  success,  saying  they  had  Icuimed  and 
•een  things  done  which  other  masters  judged  impossiUe. 
1  too  grew  somewhat  glorious ;  and  deeming  1  had  shown 
myMlf  a  man  of  talent,  indulged  a  boastiul  humour.  So  I 
thrust  my  hand  into  my  purse,  and  paid  them  all  to  their 
full  satisfaction. 

lliat  evd  fellow,  my  mortal  foe,  Messer  Pier  Francesco 
Ricci,  majordomo  of  Uie  Duke,  took  great  pains  to  find  ool 
how  the  aiifair  had  gone.  In  answer  to  his  questions,  the  two 
men  whom  I  suspected  of  having  caked  my  melal  for  me, 
Kiid  I  was  no  man,  but  of  a  certainty  some  powerful  devil, 
since  I  had  accomplished  what  no  craft  of  the  art  could  do; 
indeed  they  did  not  |}elicvc  a  mere  ordinary  fiend  could  work 
sticli  miracles  as  I  in  other  wa>'s  had  shown.  They  exagge- 
rated the  whole  affair  so  much,  possibly  in  order  to  exouc 
their  own  part  in  it,  that  tlie  majordomo  wrote  an  account  to 
the  Duke,  who  was  tlien  in  PL<^  far  more  marvellous  and  full 
of  thrilling  incideiits  than  what  ttiey  liad  narr:iled. 
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After  I  hod  let  iny  st^itue  cool  for  two  whole  da)*!,  I  bcc^ui 
to  uncuvcf  it  by  flow  dcgrco.  The  tint  thin^  I  found  W4i 
that  the  licad  of  Ueduu  had  come  out  mont  admirably, 
thuiki  to  tlie  alr-venl> ;  for,  m  1  had  t<ild  tlie  Dtilce,  it  is  the 
n:it«irc  of  lire  to  Mcend.  Upon  advancing  farther,  I  dti- 
cctvercd  that  Ibe  otlicr  bead,  that,  namely,  of  Penem,  bad 
niccceded  no  less  admirably ;  and  this  astonished  me  far 
oiore,  because  it  la  at  a  considerably  lower  level  th^n  that 
oi  the  Medusa.  Now  the  mouths  of  the  mould  were  placed 
above  the  head  of  Perseus  and  behind  hia  ihotdders ;  and  1 
found  that  all  the  bronze  my  furnace  cootaincd  hod  been 
exhausted  in  tlte  head  of  this  hcure.  It  was  a  miracle  to 
oltserve  tliat  not  one  fragment  remained  in  tlie  oriAce  o(  the 
channel,  and  that  nothinn  was  wanting  to  the  statue.  In  my 
great  astoniBtiincnt  I  seemed  to  see  in  this  the  band  of  God 
ananging  and  controUmg  all. 

I  went  on  unoovering  the  statue  with  success,  and  ascer- 
tained that  ererything  had  come  out  in  perfect  order,  until  1 
reached  tlie  loot  of  the  right  leg  on  which  the  statue  rests. 
There  the  heel  itMrlf  was  [ormed,  and  going  fartbitr,  I  fooad 
the  font  npparcndy  c/)iiiplete.  This  gave  me  great  joy  on  the 
one  Btite,  Imt  was  half  unwelcome  to  me  on  the  other,  merely 
because  I  bod  told  the  Duke  that  it  could  not  come  out 
However,  when  I  reached  the  end.  it  appeared  tliat  the  toes 
and  a  little  piece  atxive  them  were  unrmiahed.  so  that  about 
half  the  font  was  wanting.  Althotigh  1  knew  that  thb  sroold 
•dd  a  tritle  to  my  latx>ur,  I  was  very  well  pleased,  because  I 
could  ivDW  prove  to  the  Duke  how  well  I  undoretood  my 
tniiincaa.  It  is  true  that  (ar  more  of  the  foot  than  I  expected 
hod  l>ccD  perfectly  formed  ;  the  reason  of  this  was  that,  from 
causes  I  hare  recently  dewribed,  the  bronic  was  hotter  than 
our  rules  o(  art  prescribe  ;  aJto  that  I  had  been  obliged  to  aup- 
plcntent  the  alloy  wltli  my  pewter  aips  and  plattera,  wUcb 
QO  one  else,  I  thintt,  h:id  ever  done  before. 

Having  n<^w  ascerUined  how  ■oooeiafiiQy  my  work  lud 
been  accomplished,  1  loat  no  time  in  hurrying  to  Pisa,  where 
I  brand  tlie  Duke.  He  give  me  a  moat  gnsdous  receptio<i, 
ae  did  also  Uie  Duchea ;  and  olthnugh  the  malordomo  had 
informed  them  of  the  whole  proceedings,  thctr  Kxccllende* 
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deemed  my  performance  far  more  stupendous  and  astonish 
ing  when  they  beard  tlie  talc  from  my  own  mouth.  When  1 
arrived  at  the  loot  of  Perseus,  and  said  tt  had  not  come  oat 
perfect,  just  as  I  previously  warned  his  Excellency,  I  saw  ao 
expression  of  wonder  pass  over  his  face,  while  he  relate<I  to 
the  Duchess  how  I  bad  predicted  this  beforehand.  Ot»er^'- 
ing  the  princes  to  be  so  well  disposed  towards  me,  I  begfced 
leave  from  the  Duke  to  go  to  Rome.  He  granted  it  in  most 
obliKinft  terms,  and  bade  me  return  as  soon  as  possible  to 
complete  his  Perseus ;  fCivinn  me  letters  of  recommendatioa 
BManwhile  to  his  ambassador,  Averardo  Serristori.  Wc  wue 
then  in  the  first  years  of  Pope  Giulio  de  Monti.' 
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Before  leaving  home,  I  directed  my  vrorkpetqile  to  proceed 
accordinK  to  the  method  I  h-id  taught  them.  The  reason  of 
my  journey  was  as  follows.  1  bad  made  a  life-sized  bust  in 
bronze  of  Bindo  Altoviti,*  the  son  of  Antonio,  and  had  sent 
it  to  him  at  l^omc  He  set  it  up  In  his  study,  which  was 
very  riclily  .idomed  willi  ai:tuiuitics  and  otlier  works  of  art; 
but  the  room  was  not  designed  for  statues  or  for  {>aintings, 
since  the  windows  were  too  low,  ao  that  the  Ught  coming 
from  beneath  spoiled  the  eUcct  tliey  would  have  produced 
under  more  favourable  conditions.  It  happened  one  day 
that  Bindo  was  standing  at  bis  door,  when  Michel  Agnolo 
Buonarroti,  the  sculptor,  passed  by ;  so  he  begged  him  to 
come  in  and  see  his  study.  Michel  Agnolo  followed,  and  on 
entering  the  room  and  looking  round,  he  exclaimed :  "  WTio 
is  the  master  who  made  that  good  portrait  of  you  in  so  fine 
a  manner  i  You  must  know  tliat  tliat  bust  pleises  me  as 
much,  or  even  more,  than  those  antiques ;  and  yet  there  are 
many  line  things  to  t>e  seen  among  the  Lttter.  If  thooe 
windows  were  above  instead  of  beneath,  the  whole  collectjaa 
would  show  to  greater  advantage,  and  your  portrait,  placed 
among  so  many  masterpieces,  would  bold  its  own  with  credit" 

*  Gio   Miri*  del   Monte  Skniorino  »*i  elected   Pope,  »tth  ibt  title  d  ' 
Joliut  TII_  in  Febni«x  'SS* 

*  ThU  man  wa%  &  cnnnbcT  of  ■  *rn  aoble  Floranline  ruiBil;.  Boni  in  twi, 
he  wu  «I  Ihii  epoch  Tuscan  Connit  in  Rcoie.  CcUini't  buil  of  him  Hill  rifiW 
ta  Ibt  Paliuo  Atiorili  u  Rotae. 
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No  sooner  had  Michel  Agnolo  left  tlte  house  of  Bindo  Uian  be 
WTOlc  IDC  a  very  kind  letter,  whicli  ran  as  follows :  "  My  dear 
Beavcnulo,  I  have  known  you  for  many  years  as  (he  gtealeiit 
KoldMBtUi  of  whom  we  hnvc  any  information ;  and  hence- 
fomrd  I  Rhall  know  you  tor  a  sculptor  ol  like  quality.  I 
must  tcU  you  thut  Muter  Bindo  Atto\'iti  took  me  to  see 
U*  bast  In  bronze,  and  Informed  me  that  >-ou  hat)  made  IL 
I  WM  srejttly  pleased  with  (ho  work;  hut  it  antiuycd  me  to 
notice  that  it  was  pUced  in  a  had  hmUt  -.  for  if  it  were  suitably 
illuminated,  it  would  show  itself  to  be  the  fine  perforauuics 
that  it  is."  This  letter  atHHindcd  with  the  mn»t  affectionate 
and  complimentary  expressions  towards  myself ;  and  before 
I  left  for  Rome,  I  showed  it  to  the  Duke,  who  read  it  with 
much  kindly  interest,  and  said  to  me:  " Benv-enuto,  ii  you 
write  to  him,  and  can  pcmiade  him  to  return  to  Ktorcnce,  I 
will  make  htm  a  member  of  the  Porty-eJaht"'  Accordin|^y 
1  wn>lc  a  letter  full  of  warmth,  and  offered  in  the  Dulce*! 
name  a  hunthed  times  more  than  my  commiMion  carried; 
but  not  wantiiift  to  make  any  mistake,  I  showed  this  to  the 
Duke  twfore  I  sealed  It,  saying  to  his  most  Uluitrioua  El* 
cellcncy :  "  Prince,  perhaps  I  have  made  him  too  many  pro* 
miMS."  He  replied :  "  Michel  A(trioto  deserves  more  tliaa 
yoa  have  promised,  and  I  will  bestow  on  him  still  ttrealei 
favours."  To  this  letter  he  sent  no  answer,  and  t  could  see 
that  tlic  Duke  was  mucli  oflcnded  with  him. 
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Wlien  I  reachct!  Rome.  I  went  to  lodRc  in  Bindo  Altoriti'i 
house.  He  told  nic  al  once  how  he  had  shown  his  bronze 
butt  to  Michel  Agnolo,  and  how  the  Utter  had  praised  it  So 
we  spoke  for  some  lensth  upon  this  topic  I  ouj{ht  to  narrate 
the  reasons  why  I  h.vl  taken  thin  portrait  Bindn  had  in  his 
liands  i>no  K'lldcn  crowns  of  mine,  which  formed  part  ol  500a 
he  had  lent  the  Duke  ;  4000  were  bis  own.  and  lolne  stood  In 
faia  name,  while  1  received  that  portion  at  the  interest  which 
accrued  to  me.'  This  led  to  my  taUnit  his  porlrait ;  and 
when  be  saw  the  wax  model  for  tlie  tMwt,  he  sent  me  fifty 

•  Tl**  «M  CM  at  dw  ihw  PpMBdli  gssmJ  ty  O— rM  Vll.  bi  ijjs. 
hs  rhsgiJ  th«  noranilH  nuitlltylioa.     Ii  ooniwmdti  to  ■  SmU*. 

*  T»  ^ike  tha  Mm  cnrrect,  jsoo  ovht  to  lw*t  l>Ma  k«l  tha  IMw 
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golden  scudi  by  a  notary  tti  his  employ,  named  Ser  Gtuliano 
Paccalli.  I  did  not  want  to  take  the  money,  ao  I  sent  it  back 
to  him  by  the  same  hand,  saying  at  a  later  time  to  Biodo : 
"  I  tliatl  be  satisfied  if  you  keep  that  sum  of  mine  for  me 
at  interest,  so  that  I  may  gain  a  tittle  on  it."  When  n-c  came 
to  square  accounts  on  this  occasion,  I  obsen'ed  that  he  vrai 
Ul  disposed  towards  me.  since,  instead  of  treating  me  affec- 
tionately, according  to  hi»  previous  wont,  he  put  on  a  stiff  air; 
and  although  1  vras  staying  in  his  house,  he  was  never  Kooc^ 
humoured,  but  always  surly.  However,  we  settled  our  basi< 
ness  in  a  few  won^  I  sacrificed  my  pay  for  his  portrait, 
together  with  the  bronze,  and  we  arranged  that  he  sbonld 
keep  my  money  at  15  per  cent,  during  my  natural  life. 
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One  of  the  lint  thii;gs  I  did  was  to  go  and  Idss  the  Pope's 
feet;  and  while  I  whs  spcakinE  with  his  Holiness,  Mcsscr 
Arerardo  Serristori,  our  Diike's  Envoy,  arrived.'  I  had  made 
acme  proposals  to  the  Pope,  which  I  think  he  n'ould  hare 
agreed  upon,  and  I  should  have  been  very  glad  to  rettim  to 
Rome  on  account  of  the  great  difficulties  which  I  had  at 
Florence.  But  I  soon  perceived  that  the  ambassador  bad 
countermined  me. 

Tlien  I  went  to  \-isit  Michel  Agnolo  Buonarroti,  and  re- 
peated what  I  had  written  from  Florence  to  him  in  the 
Duke's  name.  He  replied  that  he  was  engaged  upon  the 
fabric  of  S.  Peter's,  and  that  this  would  prevent  him  from 
leaving  Kome.  I  rejoined  that,  as  he  had  decided  oq  the 
model  of  that  building,  he  could  leave  its  execution  to  bis 
man  Urbino,  who  would  carry  out  his  orders  to  the  letter. 
I  added  much  about  future  favours,  in  the  form  of  a  message 
fnim  the  Duke.  Upon  this  he  looked  me  hard  in  tlie  lace, 
and  said  witti  a  sarcastic  smile  :  "And  you  !  to  wliat  extent 
arc  you  satisfied  witlt  him  ?  "  Although  I  replied  that  1  was 
extremely  contented  and  was  very  well  treated  by  his  EX' 
ccllcncy,  he  showed  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  greater 
part  of  my  annoj-ances.  and  tC*ve  as  his  final  answer  that  it 
would  be  difhcult  for  htm  to  leave  Rome.    To  tlits  I  added 

'  Hii  dopatclie*  lonn  ■  Talvable  Kfir*  of  biilorical  docnnKoli.  nfnrwir, 
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that  he  could  not  do  belter  than  to  return  to  his  own  land. 
which  W33  finvcrncd  by  a  prince  renowned  (or  jtiitice,  and  Ihc 
greatest  lover  ot  the  arts  and  scicncc-s  wh»  ever  .law  the  liitht 
of  this  world.  As  I  have  remarked  above,  he  had  with  him 
a  »eTvant  of  his  who  came  from  Urtiino,  and  had  lived  many 
yean  in  his  emptoyment,  ntther  as  valet  and  housekeeper 
than  aM>ihtng  else;  this  indeed  was  otmous,  tiecause  he 
had  ac'iiiired  no  skill  in  the  arts.*  Conseqtwntly,  while  I  was 
prcMunK  Michel  Afinolo  with  aripimcnts  he  could  not  answer, 
lie  turned  round  sliarply  to  Urbino,  as  though  to  ask  him  his 
oplniotL  The  fellow  bqean  to  bawl  out  in  his  mstic  way :  "  I 
will  never  leave  my  matter  Michel  Agnolo's  side  till  I  shall 
hare  flayed  him  or  he  shall  have  flayed  me."  These  stupid 
words  fonrod  me  to  laugh,  and  without  saying  farewell.  I 
lowered  ray  sbouldera  and  retired. 


LXXXIl 

The  miserable  bargain  I  had  made  with  Bindo  Altoviti. 
losing  my  bust  and  leaving  him  my  capital  for  Life,  taught 
ae  what  the  faith  of  merchanu  Is ;  so  I  returned  in  bad 
iptrits  to  Florence.  I  went  at  once  to  the  palace  to  pay  mjr 
respects  to  tlie  Duke,  whom  I  found  to  be  at  Castcllo  beyond 
Ponle  a  Rifrcdi.  In  the  palace  I  met  Mcsser  Pier  Ftanccrsoo 
Rlcd,  the  maiordomo,  and  when  I  drew  nich  to  p»y  him  the 
moal  compttments,  be  exclaimed  with  mi:a;itirclc«a  utonisli- 
mcnt :  "  Oh,  are  you  come  back  ? "  and  willi  tlie  same  air  of 
Buiprisc,  clapping  bis  h:Lnds  together,  he  cried  :  "The  Duke 
is  at  Castcllo ! "  then  turned  his  back  and  left  me.  I  could 
nol  form  the  least  idea  why  tlie  beast  behaved  In  sudi  an 
eztnujrdinary  manner  to  me. 

Procecdint;  at  once  to  Castelln,  and  entering  the  garden 
whrrc  the  l>ukr  was,  I  caught  tight  of  him  at  a  distance ; 
but  no  woaer  had  he  seen  me  than  he  showed  signs  of 
turpriae,  and  intimated  that  I  might  go  about  my  busineia 
I  had  been  reckoning  that  his  Excellency  would  treat  me 
with  the  same  kindness,  or  even  gtcater,  a«  before  I  left  for 
Rome;  to  now,  when  he  received  me  with  siich  rudciieM, 
I  went  bock,  much  hurt,  to  I-lorence.     While  resuming  my 
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work  and  pusliind  my  statue  {orvrard,  I  racked  my  braini 
to  think  what  could  have  brought  about  this  sudden  diange 
In  the  Dukc'a  manner.  The  curious  way  in  which  Measer 
S(orza  and  some  other  gentlemen  close  to  his  Exce)lenc)*'8 
person  eyed  mc.  prompted  me  to  ask  the  former  what  the 
nuitter  was.  He  only  replied  u-ith  a  sort  of  smile:  "  Ben- 
venuto,  do  your  best  to  be  an  honest  man,  and  have  do  i 
concern  (or  anything  else."  A  (ew  days  afterwards  1  ol>- 
tained  an  audience  of  the  Duke,  who  received  mc  with  a 
kind  of  grudging  grace,  and  asked  me  what  1  had  been 
doing  at  Rome.  To  the  l>est  of  my  ability  1  maintained 
th«  coDvenation,  and  told  him  the  wtiole  story  abool 
Bindo  Altoviti's  bast.  It  was  evident  that  he  listened  with 
attention ;  »o  I  went  on  talking  about  Michel  Agnolo 
Buonarroti.  At  this  he  showed  displeasure;  but  Drbino*) 
stupid  speech  about  the  tla>'ing  made  him  laugh  aloud. 
Tben  be  sud:  "Well,  It  Is  he  who  luflenl"  and  I  took, 
my  leave. 

There  can  be  no  dowbt  that  Ser  Pier  Francesco,  the 
tnajordomo,  must  have  served  me  some  ill  turn  with  the 
Duke,  which  did  not,  however,  succeed ;  for  God,  who  loves 
the  truth,  protected  me,  as  He  hath  ever  saved  me,  from  a 
sea  of  dr^ful  dangers,  and  I  hope  will  save  me  till  the 
end  of  tliis  my  life,  however  full  of  trials  it  may  be.  I 
march  forward,  tlierefore,  with  a  good  heart,  sustained  alone 
by  His  divine  power;  nor  let  myself  be  terrified  by  any 
furious  assault  of  fortune  or  my  adverse  stars.  May  onlj 
God  maintain  me  in  His  grace  1 
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I  must  beg  your  attention  now,  roost  gracioos  reader,  fo 
a  very  terrible  event  which  happened. 

I  used  the  utmost  diligence  and  industry  to  complete  my] 
stattK,  and  went  to  spend  my  evenings  in  the  Duke's  ward*J 
robe,  assisting  there  the  goldsmiths  who  were  working 
Us  Excellency.  Indeed,  they  laboured  mainly  on  designs 
ffbtch  1  had  given  tliem.  Noticing  that  the  Duke  took 
pleasure  in  seeing  me  at  work  and  talking  with  mc,  I  took 
it  into  my  head  to  go  there  sometimes  also  by  day.  It 
happened  upon  one  of  those  days  that  his  Excellency  came 
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IS  awal  to  the  room  where  I  was  occupied,  and  more 
particubrly  bccmie  he  heard  of  m>-  arrival.  His  Excellency 
entered  at  once  into  convemtton.  raianfc  sev-era]  inlCFCstinfC 
topics,  upon  which  I  Riive  my  view*  »o  miKh  lo  his  enlertiiin- 
ment  that  he  sliowed  more  dieerfulness  than  I  had  ever 
teen  Id  him  t>e(ore.  All  of  a  sudden,  one  of  liis  secretaries 
appeared,  and  whispered  something;  of  importance  in  his 
ear;  whereupon  the  Duke  rose,  and  retired  witti  the  ofFicial 
into  another  cliambcr.  Now  the  Duchess  had  sent  to  see 
what  his  Kxcellcncy  was  doing,  and  her  page  brought  tiadc 
Uiii  aniiwer:  "The  Duke  is  talking  and  laughing  with 
Deavenuto,  and  is  in  excellent  good-humour."  When  the 
Duchess  heard  tliis,  she  cime  immediately  to  the  wardrobe, 
tod  not  linding  the  Duke  there,  look  a  seat  beiide  us.  After 
watching  ta  at  work  a  while,  slie  turned  to  me  with  the 
utmost  graciousncss,  and  sliowed  me  a  necklace  of  large 
and  really  very  line  pearls.  On  t)eing  a:iked  by  her  what 
I  thought  of  tliem.  I  said  it  was  in  truth  a  very  handsome 
omamenL  llicn  she  spoke  as  follows :  "  I  should  like  the 
Duke  lo  buy  them  for  me ;  so  I  beg  you,  my  dear  Ben- 
Teiiulo,  to  praise  them  to  him  as  highly  as  you  can."  At 
these  words  I  disclosed  my  mind  to  the  Duchess  with  all 
tlic  respect  1  could,  and  answered :  "  Nty  lady,  I  thought 
this  necklace  of  pcaiis  belonged  already  to  your  most  iltos- 
trious  Excellency.  Now  that  I  am  aware  you  hare  not  yet 
acquired  tliem.  It  it  right,  nay,  more,  it  is  my  duty  to  utter 
what  I  might  otherwise  have  refrained  from  saying,  namely, 
that  my  mature  professional  experience  enables  me  to  detect 
Tcry  grave  faults  in  the  pearls,  and  for  this  reason  I  could 
never  advise  your  Excellency  to  purchase  them."  She  re- 
plied :  "  The  merchant  oflfers  them  for  six  thousand  crowns ; 
■ad  were  it  not  for  some  of  those  trifling  defects  you  speak 
of,  the  rope  would  be  worth  over  twelve  thousand."  To 
this  I  replied,  that  "  even  were  the  necklace  of  quite  flawless 
quality,  I  could  not  advise  any  one  to  bid  up  to  live  thwiKiiid 
crowns  for  it ;  for  pearls  are  not  gems ;  pearls  are  but 
fishes'  bones,  which  in  the  course  of  time  must  lose  their 
freshness.  Diainondi,  luUes,  emenlds,  and  sapphires,  on 
the  contrary,  never  (raw  old ;  these  four  are  prcdoua  ttotMS, 
and  these  it  is  (lulte  right  to  purchase."  Wlien  I  had  thus 
•poken,  the  Duchess  sJi'twed  some  signs  of  irritation,  and 
exclaimed :   "  1  have  a  mind  to  poateaa  these  pearls ;   so, 
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prithee,  take  them  to  the  Duke,  and  praise  them  up  to  the 
skies ;  even  ii  you  have  to  use  some  words  beyond  the 
bounds  of  trutli,  speak  them  to  do  mc  service ;  it  will  be 
well  for  you  ! " 

I  have  always  been  the  greatest  friend  of  truth  and  foe  of 
lies :  yet,  compelled  by  necessity,  unwilling  to  lose  the  farotw 
of  so  great  a  pnitccss,  I  took  those  confounded  pearls  sor^y 
against  my  inclination,  and  went  \vilh  (liem  over  to  the  other 
room,  whither  the  Dulcc  had  witlidrawn.  No  sooner  did  he 
set  eyes  upon  mc  than  he  cried :  "  O  Bciivcnuto !  what  are 
you  about  here  ? "  I  uncovered  the  pcarU  and  said  :  "  My 
lord,  I  am  come  to  show  you  a  most  splendid  necklace  erf 
pearix.  of  the  rurest  quality,  and  truly  worthy  of  your 
Excellency ;  I  do  not  t>elte\-e  it  would  be  possible  to  put 
toffether  eighty  pearls  which  could  show  better  thao  these 
do  in  a  necklace.  My  counsel  therefore  is.  that  you  should 
buy  them,  for  they  are  in  good  sooth  miraailous."  He  re- 
sponded OQ  the  instant :  "  1  do  not  clioose  to  buy  tlicm ; 
they  are  not  pearls  of  the  quality  and  goodness  you  affina ; 
I  have  seen  the  necklace,  and  they  do  not  please  me." 
Then  I  added ;  "  Pardon  mc,  prince !  These  pearls  exceed 
in  rarity  and  beauty  any  which  were  ever  brought  together 
for  a  ncckhce."  The  Duchess  had  risen,  and  was  stand- 
ing behind  a  door  listening  to  all  I  said.  Well,  when  1 
bad  praised  the  pearls  a  thousandfold  mote  warmly  than 
I  have  described  above,  the  Duke  turned  toward  mc  with 
B  kindly  look,  and  said :  "  O  my  dear  Bcovenuto,  I  know 
Uiat  you  have  an  excellent  judtimcnt  in  these  matters.  If 
the  pearls  are  as  rare  as  you  certify,  I  should  not  hesitate 
about  their  purch-ise,  partly  to  gratify  the  Duchess,  and 
partly  to  possess  them,  seeing  1  ha%-e  always  need  of  web 
things,  not  so  much  for  her  Grace,  as  (or  tlie  various  uses 
of  my  sons  and  daughters."  When  I  heard  him  speak  thus, 
having  once  begun  to  tell  fibs.  I  stuck  to  tliem  with  even 
greater  boldness ;  I  gave  all  the  colour  of  truth  I  could  to 
my  hcs,  conliding  in  the  promise  of  the  Duchess  to  help 
me  at  the  time  of  need.  More  than  two  hundred  crowns 
were  to  ]x  my  commission  on  the  bargain,  and  the  Ducbi 
bad  intimated  that  I  sliould  receive  so  much ;  but  I  was 
(irmly  resolved  not  to  touch  a  farthing,  In  order  (o  secure 
my  credit,  and  convince  the  Duke  I  was  not  prompted  by 
avarice.    Oihx  more  his  Excellency  began  to  address  me 
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with  the  greatest  courtesy :  "  I  know  that  Ton  are  a  eon- 
lummate  jiKliie  of  the»e  thini;* :  Uiercfore,  U  you  are  the 
honest  man  I  a]wa>**  tliouKtu  y<)u.  tell  me  now  tlic  truth." 
Thereat  I  Uuithed  up  to  my  eyes,  which  at  tlic  same  time 
filled  with  leant,  and  said  to  him :  "  My  lord,  if  I  tell  youi 
moot  illustrious  Excellency  the  truth,  I  sh.-ill  make  a  mortal 
foe  of  the  Duchess ;  this  will  oblige  mc  to  depart  from 
Florence,  and  my  enemies  will  begin  at  once  to  pour  con- 
tempt upon  my  Perseus,  which  1  have  announced  as  a 
masterpiece  to  the  most  noble  school  of  your  illiistriocn 
Excellency.  Such  bcini;  the  case,  I  recommend  m>'sclf  to 
your  most  UlusUious  Excellency." 


P  LXXXIV 

The  Duke  twaa  now  aware  that  all  my  previous  speeches 
had  be«n,  as  it  were,  forced  out  ol  mc.  So  he  rejoined : 
"  If  you  have  coni>dence  in  mc,  you  need  not  stand  in  fear 
oi  anything  whatever."  I  recommenced:  "Alasl  my  lord, 
what  can  prevent  this  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  Duchess?" 
The  Duke  lifted  his  hand  in  sign  of  troth-pledge  ■  and  ex- 
claimed :  "  Be  assured  that  what  you  say  will  be  buried  in 
a  diamond  casket!"  To  this  engagement  upon  honour  1 
replied  l>y  telling  the  truth  according  to  my  judgmenl, 
iiiiraely,  that  the  ]icarU  were  not  worth  above  two  thousand 
crowns.  Tlie  Duchess,  tliinking  we  had  stopped  talking,  for 
we  now  were  speaking  in  as  low  a  voice  as  possible,  came 
formud,  and  began  as  follows :  "  My  lord,  do  me  the  favour 
to  purchase  this  necklace,  t>ecau9e  I  have  set  my  heart  on 
them,  and  your  Bcnvcnnto  here  has  said  be  never  saw  a  (tner 
row  of  pearls."  The  Dtikir  replied  ;  "  1  do  not  choose  to  buy 
tbon."  "  Why,  my  lord,  will  not  your  Excellency  gratify 
me  by  buying  them  ? "  "  Because  I  do  not  care  to  throw 
my  money  out  of  window."  The  Duchess  recommenced : 
"What  do  you  mean  by  tlirowing  your  money  away,  when 
Benvcnuto,  in  whom  you  place  such  well-merited  confidence, 
has  told  mc  that  Uicy  would  be  cheap  at  over  three  thousand 
crowns}  "  Then  the  Dnkc  said  :  "  My  Udy  I  my  Bcnveniito 
here  his  told  me  that,  if  I  purchase  iIub  necklace,  1  shall  be 
tbrowbg  my  money  away,  Inastnucb  as  the  iicaiU  arc  neitlier 
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round  nor  well-matched,  and  some  of  them  are  quite  faded. 
To  prove  that  this  is  so,  look  here !  look  there  1  coodder  thi* 
one  and  tlien  thai.  The  necklace  it  not  the  sort  of  thing  fot 
me."  At  these  words  the  Ducliess  cisl  »  Klance  of  bitter 
spite  at  nie,  and  retirtrd  with  a  ttircuteiiinK  nixt  of  her  head  in 
my  direction.  1  felt  tempted  to  pack  off  at  once  and  hid 
farewell  to  Italy.  Yet  my  Perseus  hcing  all  but  hnished.  I 
did  not  like  to  leave  without  eiposing  it  to  public  view.  But 
I  ask  every  one  to  consider  in  what  a  grievous  plight  1  found 
myself  I 

The  Duke  had  given  orders  to  his  jwrtcrs  in  my  presence, 
Uiat  if  I  upi>eAred  at  the  palace,  tlicy  lUicnild  always  admit  oie 
through  his  apartments  to  tlie  place  where  he  might  happen 
to  be.  The  Duchea  commanded  Ibe  same  men,  whenever  I 
showed  my  face  at  that  palace,  to  drive  me  frotn  tb  gates. 
Accordingly,  no  sooner  did  I  present  myself,  thau  thc»c 
fellows  left  their  doors  and  bade  me  begone ;  at  the  same 
time  they  took  good  care  lest  the  I>uk-c  should  perceive  what 
they  were  after ;  (or  if  he  caught  sight  of  rac  before  those 
wretches,  he  cither  called  me,  or  beckoned  to  me  to  3d\-anoc. 

At  this  juncture  the  Duchess  sent  for  Bcmardone,  the 
broker,  of  whom  she  bad  so  often  complained  to  me,  abositig 
his  good-for-nothin|piess  and  utter  woithlcssness.  She  now 
confided  in  bim  as  tiic  had  previously  doac  in  me.  He  re- 
plied :  "  My  princess,  leave  the  matter  in  my  bands."  Then 
the  rascal  presented  htmselt  before  the  Duke  with  (hat 
necklace  in  his  hands.  No  sooner  did  the  Duke  set  eyes  on 
him  than  he  bade  him  begone.  But  the  rogue  lifted  his  bif 
tigly  voice,  whii:!!  wotmded  like  the  braying  ^  an  ass  ttirougb 
his  huge  nose,  and  si>okc  to  tliis  effect :  "  Ah !  my  dear  loid. 
for  Heaven's  sake  buy  this  necklace  for  the  poor  Duchess, 
who  is  dying  to  have  it,  and  cannot  indeed  live  without  it" 
llie  fellow  potu«d  forth  so  much  of  this  stupid  nonsensical 
stuff  that  the  Duke's  patience  was  exhauKted,  and  he  cried : 
"  Oh,  get  away  with  you,  or  blow  your  chaps  out  tilt  I  smack 
them  I "  The  knave  knew  very  well  what  he  was  after ;  fot 
il  by  blowing  out  his  checks  or  singing  La  Bella  Franeachina,' 
he  could  bring  the  Duke  to  make  that  purcluise,  tlien  he 
gained  the  good  grace  of  the  Duchess,  and  to  boot  hit 
own  commission,  wbicli  rose  to  some  hundreds  of 
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Consequently  he  did  Mow  out  his  chaps.  The  Duke  smacked 
them  with  several  hearty  boxes,  and,  in  order  to  get  rid  oj 
him,  stnick  ratlier  harder  than  his  wont  was.  Tlie  sound  blows 
upon  his  checks  not  only  reddened  Ihcm  above  their  natural 
purple,  but  also  brought  teara  into  his  eyes.  AU  the  tame, 
while  snuuting.  be  began  to  cry:  "Lol  my  lord,  a  faithful 
«:rvaat  of  his  pfinoe,  who  triex  to  act  rif;htJy,  and  is  wiUing 
to  put  up  with  any  sort  of  bad  treatment,  provided  only  that 
poor  lady  have  her  heart's  desire ! "  Tlie  Duke,  tired  of 
the  ribald  fellow,  either  to  recompense  tlie  cuKs  which  be 
had  dealt  him,  or  for  the  Duchess's  sake,  whom  he  was 
ever  most  inchncd  to  gratify,  cried  out:  "Get  away  with 
you,  with  God's  curse  on  you  I  Go,  make  the  tkargain  ;  I  am 
willing  U>  do  what  my  Lidy  Duchess  wishes." 

From  this  incident  we  may  learn  to  know  how  evil  Fortune 
ezerls  her  rage  against  a  poor  right-mindod  man,  and  how 
the  strumpet  Luck  can  help  a  miscrat>le  rascaL  I  lost  the 
good  graces  of  the  Duchess  once  and  for  ever,  and  thereby 
went  close  to  having  the  Duke's  protection  taken  from  me. 
He  acquired  that  thumping  fee  for  his  commission,  and  to 
boot  their  favour.  1'hus  it  u-ill  not  serve  us  in  this  wodd  to 
be  merely  men  of  honesty  and  talent 
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About  this  time  the  war  of  Siena  broke  oat,'  and  the  Duke, 
wisliing  to  fortify  Florence,  distributed  the  gates  among  Iiis 
architects  and  sculptors.  I  received  the  Prato  ffde  and  the 
little  one  of  Amo,  wliich  is  on  the  way  to  the  milts.  The 
Cavalicre  Bandincllo  got  tlic  gate  of  San  Friano ;  Pas(|uallno 
d'Ancona,  the  Kate  at  San  I*icr  Gattolini ;  Giiilian  di  IJacdo 
d'Agnolo,  tlic  wood-carver,  liad  the  gate  of  San  Giorgio; 
the  wood-carver,  had  tlie  gite  of  Sanlu  Niccolo ; 
da  San  Gallo,  the  sculptor,  called  11  MargoUa, 
[  l^t  the  gate  of  Santa  Croce ;  and  Giovan  Battbta,  surnamcd 
^]1  Taaso,  Uie  gale   PintL'     Other  baations  and  gates  were 
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asaigned  to  divers  cDgineers,  wliosc  names  I  do  not 
nor  indeed  am  I  concerned  with  them.  The  Duke, 
certainly  was  al  all  times  a  man  of  great  ability,  went  round 
tlie  city  himself  upon  a  tour  of  inspection,  and  when  be 
had  made  his  mind  up,  he  sent  for  Lattaniio  Gurini,  one  ol 
his  p.ayniaste».  N'ow  this  man  was  to  some  extent  an 
amateur  of  military  architecture ;  so  liis  Excellency  com- 
missioned him  to  make  designs  for  the  fortifications  of  the 
gates,  and  sent  each  of  us  his  own  gate  drawn  according  to 
the  plan.  After  examining  the  plan  for  mine,  aiKl  perceiving 
tliat  it  was  ver)'  incorrect  in  many  details,  1  took  it  sod 
went  immediately  to  the  Duke.  When  1  tried  to  point  out 
tlicsc  defects,  the  Duke  interrupted  me  and  exclaimed  with 
fury :  "  Ucnvenuto,  I  will  give  way  to  you  upon  the  point  oi 
statuary,  but  in  this  art  of  fortificatioa  I  cboose  that  you 
should  cede  to  me.  So  carry  out  the  design  which  I  have 
given  you."  To  these  brave  words  I  answered  as  gently  a 
I  coiild.  and  said :  "  My  lord,  your  most  illustrious  Excellency 
has  tauglit  me  sometliing  even  in  my  own  fine  art  of  statuary*, 
inasmucli  as  we  have  alu'ays  exchanged  ideas  upon  that 
subject;  1  beg  you  tlien  to  delRn  to  listen  to  me  upon  this 
matter  of  your  fortifications,  which  is  far  more  important 
than  making  statues.  If  I  am  permitted  to  discuss  it  also 
with  your  ExccUcnc)',  yxiu  will  be  better  able  to  teach  mc 
how  I  have  to  scne  you."  This  courteous  speech  of  mine 
induced  him  to  discuss  the  plans  with  me ;  and  when  1  had 
clearly  demonstrated  ttial  they  were  not  conceived  on  a  right 
method,  he  said :  "  Go,  then,  and  make  a  design  >-ourscU, 
and  1  will  see  if  it  satisfies  me."  Accordingly,  I  nude  two  de- 
signs according  to  tlie  right  principles  foe  fortifying  thoM:  l»o 
gates,  and  took  them  to  him  :  and  when  he  distinguished  the 
tnie  from  the  false  system,  he  exclaimed  good-humouredlf : 
"Go  and  do  it  in  your  own  way,  for  I  am  content  to  ban 
it  BO."     I  set  to  work  then  with  the  greatest  diligence. 


UCXXVI 

There  was  on  guard  at  the  gate  of  Prato  a  certain  Lombard 
captain  ;  he  was  a  truculent  and  staluart  fellow,  of  incredibly 
coarse  spcecli,  whose  presumption  matched  his  utter  igno- 
rance.   This  man  began  at  once  to  ask  me  what  I  was 
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Here.  I  politely  exhibited  my  drawitiifs,  ajid  took  inrmitc 
lins  to  make  him  undcrslind  my  puri>ose.  Tlie  nide  brute 
ept  rolling  his  head,  and  turning  first  to  nite  side  and  Ihcn 
the  other,  shilling  himself  Upon  his  legs,  and  twirling  hit 
Qormous  moustacliios ;  then  he  drew  his  cap  down  over  his 
and  roared  out :  "Zounds  t  dcticc  take  it  I  I  can  ntake 
athing  of  this  riKmarole."  At  hist  the  animal  became  so 
ame  ttiat  I  sai<l :  "  Leave  It  then  to  me,  who  do  undcr- 
and  it,"  and  ttirnc<l  my  sliouldcn  to  go  alioiit  my  business. 
U  this  he  bef^kn  to  threaten  me  with  his  held,  and.  selling 
Ikls  left  hand  on  tlie  pommel  of  his  sword,  tdtcd  the  point  up, 
nd  exclaimed:  "^uUo,  my  master  1  you  want  perhaps  to 
me  cross  blades  with  you  ? "  I  faced  round  in  a  great 
for  the  man  had  stirred  my  blood,  and  cried  out :  "  It 
iild  be  less  trouble  to  run  you  through  the  body  than  to 
jild  the  bo-tttun  of  this  gate."  In  an  instant  we  both  set 
hands  to  our  swords,  without  quite  drawing  :  for  a  number  of 
hooMt  (oik.  citizens  o(  Florence,  and  othcrx  of  them  courtier), 
ime  nmning  up.  The  greater  part  of  them  rated  the  captain, 
Ding  him  that  he  was  in  the  wrong,  th.1l  [  was  a  man  to  give 
!iim  back  a-t  good  as  1  got,  and  that  If  tliis  came  to  the  Duke's 
^ears.  it  wniild  be  the  worse  for  him.  Accordingly  he  went  off 
on  his  own  business,  and  I  began  with  my  bastion. 

After  sclting  things  in  order  there,  I  proceeded  to  the  other 
Ittle  gale  of  Amo,  where  I  found  a  captain  from  Ccscna, 
iic  most  polite,  well-mannered  man  t  ever  knew  in  that  pro- 
ion,     He  had  the  air  of  a  gentle  young  lady,  but  at  need 
could  prove  hiin«elf  one  of  tlie  boldest  and  t>1oodiest 
iten  in  tlie  world.    This  agreeable  gentleman  obserred 
I  so  attentively  that  he  made  me  tnsliful  and  self-conscious ; 
id  seeing  that  he  wanted  to  understand  what  1  was  doing, 
couitcously  explained  my  plans.     SuHice  it  to  say,  that  we 
lied  with  each  other  in  cirihtics,  which  made  me  do  far  l>ettcr 
ith  this  bastion  than  with  the  other. 

I  had  nc.trly  finished  the  two  bastions  when  an  inroad  of 
lero  Slrozzi's  people  stnick  such  terror  into  the  countr>'-folk 
Crato  that  they  l>egaa  to  leave  it  In  a  body,  and  all  their 
laden  with  the  household  goods  of  each  family,  came 
jwding  into  the  city.    Tlie  nunit>cr  of  Uiem  was  so  enor- 
nous,  cirt  jostling  witli  carl,  and  the  confusion  was  so  great, 
hat  I  told  the  guards  to  look  out  lest  the  same  mis.-id venture 
liould  happen  at  this  gate  as  had  occurred  at  the  gates  of 
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Turin  ;  for  if  we  had  once  cause  to  lower  the  portcullis,  il 
would  not  be  able  to  perform  its  functions,  but  muU  iocvitabt; 
stick  suspended  upon  one  of  the  waggons.  When  that  big 
br\itc  of  a  captain  beard  theiie  words,  he  replied  with  insults, 
and  I  retorted  in  the  s^ime  tone.  We  were  on  tfae  point  ol 
coming  to  a  (ar  woi^e  quarrel  than  before.  However,  the  (oDc 
kept  Us  asunder ;  aiid  when  I  had  finished  my  bastions,  I 
totidied  some  score  of  crowns,  which  1  h.id  not  expected,  and 
which  were  uncommutily  welcome.  So  I  returned  with  a 
t>litlie  heart  to  tiiiish  iny  Perseus, 
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During  those  days  some  antiquities  had  been  discovered  is 
the  country  round  Arczzo.  Among  them  was  the  Cbinueni. 
that  bronze  Uon  which  is  to  be  seen  in  the  rooms  adjacaii 
to  the  great  hall  of  the  p.tlacc.'  Together  with  the  Chini;c;a 
a  nuint>cr  of  little  statuettes,  hkewise  in  broruc,  had  been 
bftMight  to  light ;  they  were  covered  with  earth  and  rust,  aod 
each  of  them  lacked  either  head  or  hands  or  feet.  The  Duke 
amused  his  leisure  hours  by  cleaning  up  these  statuettes  him- 
self  with  certain  little  chisels  used  by  goldsmiths.  It  happened 
on  one  occasion  Ihiit  1  had  to  speak  on  iHuiness  to  his  Excel- 
lency ;  and  while  we  were  talking,  he  readied  me  a  Uttlc 
hammer,  with  whidi  1  struck  die  chisds  the  Duke  held,  and 
so  the  figures  were  disentfaged  from  their  earth  and  rust  Id 
this  way  we  passed  several  evenings,  and  Uien  tlie  Duke  com- 
missioned me  to  restore  the  statuettes.  He  took  so  muck 
pleasure  in  these  trifles  that  he  made  me  work  by  day  atstv 
and  if  I  delayed  coming,  he  used  to  send  tat  me.  I  very  often 
Gtibmitted  to  his  Excellency  that  if  I  left  my  Pericu-i  in  the 
daytime,  several  bad  consequences  would  ensue.  The  lirst  d 
these,  which  caused  me  the  greatest  anxiety,  was  that,  seeing 
me  spend  so  long  a  time  upon  my  statue,  the  Duke  hlmscU 
migtit  get  disgusted ;  which  indeed  did  afterwards  happen. 
The  other  was  that  I  had  sever:il  journeymen  who  in  my 
absence  were  u(i  to  two  kinds  of  mi«;hicf ;  first,  ihey  spoilt 
my  [liece,  and  then  tlicy  dtd  as  little  work  as  possible.  These 
argxmieuts  made  bis  Excellency  consent  that  1  should  only  ga 
to  the  palace  after  twcnty>four  o'clock. 

>  Now  b  ibe  Umui. 
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I  bad  now  oondltalcd  the  affection  ol  bit  Excellency  to 
■uch  an  extent,  that  every  evcninjt  when  I  came  to  hini  he 
treated  me  with  greater  Idadocss.  Atrout  litis  time  the  new 
apartments  were  built  toward  the  lions ; '  the  UuJce  tlien 
wishing  to  be  able  to  retire  into  a  less  public  part  o(  Uie 
palace,  fitted  up  for  himseU  a  little  chamber  in  these  ucw 
lodgingB,  and  ordered  me  approach  to  it  by  a  private  passage. 
I  bad  to  pass  through  his  wardrobe,  then  across  the  stage 
of  the  great  halt,  and  afterwards  through  certain  little  dark 
galleries  and  cabinets.  The  Ducltets,  however,  after  a  few 
da>-s,  deprived  me  of  tlii*  means  ol  access  by  having  all  tlie 
dOOT  apt>n  the  |vith  I  tiad  to  truverN  locked  up.  'I~hc  con- 
•e()uciicc  W.13  that  every  evening  when  I  arrived  al  the  palace, 
I  lud  to  wait  a  long  while,  because  (he  Duchess  r)ccu|>jed  the 
cabinets  for  her  pergonal  necessities.'  Her  habit  ol  body 
waa  unhealthy,  and  so  I  never  came  witliout  incommoding 
her.  This  and  other  causes  made  her  bate  the  very  tight  of 
nw.  However,  notwithstanding  great  discomforts  and  daily 
uuMyanccs,  I  persevered  in  going.  The  Duke's  orders, 
raeuwhile,  were  so  precise,  that  no  sooner  did  I  knock  at 
those  doors,  Uian  Uiey  were  immediately  0|>ei)cd,  and  I  wai 
allowed  to  pass  freely  where  I  ctiose.  The  con9Cc|uciice  was 
that  occasionally,  while  walking  noiselessly  and  unexpectedly 
through  the  private  rooms,  1  came  upon  the  Duchess  at  a 
highly  inconvenient  momcnL  Bursting  llien  into  such  a 
(unotis  storni  of  rage  tliat  I  was  frightened,  she  cried  out : 
"When  will  you  ever  fmisfa  mending  up  tliose  slnluctlrs? 
UpoB  my  word,  this  perpclual  going  and  coming  of  youn 
hn  grown  to  be  too  great  a  nuisance."  I  rephed  as  gently 
as  1  could:  "My  lady  and  sole  mistress,  I  have  no  other 
desire  than  to  serve  you  loyally  and  with  tlie  strictest  obedi- 
«nce.  This  work  to  whidi  the  Duke  has  put  me  will  last 
several  months:  so  tell  mc,  most  llliiitrious  tCxccllciicy, 
wbelber  you  wish  me  not  to  come  here  any  more.  In  that 
cue  I  will  nut  come,  whoever  calls  me;  nay,  should  tlio 
Duke  himself  send  for  me,  I  shall  reply  that  I  am  ill,  and  by 
no  means  wiU  I  intrude  again."  To  this  speech  the  made 
r :  "  1  do  not  bid  you  not  to  come,  nor  do  I  Ud  you  to 
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disobey  the  Dtike ;  but  I  repeat  that  your  work  fteeou  to 
me  as  tliougb  it  would  never  be  Bnisbed." 

Wlicthcr  the  D;ike  heard  something  of  this  enoountcr,  or 
whatever  the  cause  was,  he  began  again  as  usual.  Toward 
twenty -four  o'clock  he  sent  for  me;  and  his  messeogci 
always  spoke  to  this  effect :  "  Take  good  care,  and  do  act 
fail  to  come,  for  tlie  Duke  is  waiting  (or  you."  la  this  way 
I  continued,  always  witli  Uie  same  inconveniences,  to  put 
in  an  appearance  on  several  succc^ve  evenings.  Upon  one 
occasion  among  others,  aiHving  in  my  customary  way,  the 
Duke,  who  had  probably  been  talking  wilh  the  Duch«s 
about  private  matters,  turned  u[K>n  nie  in  a  furious  anger. 
I  was  terrihed.  and  wanted  to  retire.  But  he  called  out : 
"Come  in,  friend  Benvenuto;  go  to  your  affairs;  I  will 
rejoin  you  in  a  few  moments."  While  1  was  passing  on- 
ward,  Don  Garzia,  then  quite  a  little  fellow,  pluclced  me  by 
the  cape,  and  plnyed  with  mc  as  prettily  as  such  a  chfld 
cutild  do.  Tlie  Duke  looked  up  delighted,  and  excUimcd : 
"Wtiat  (feasant  and  friendly  ternu  my  hoi's  are  oa  with 
youl" 
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Wliile  I  was  working  at  these  bagatelles,  the  FVince,  and 
Don  Giovanni,  and  Don  Amando,  and  Don  Garzia  kepi 
alwa>-3  hOTcring  around  me,  teasing  me  whenever  the  Duke's 
eyes  were  turned.'  1  begged  them  for  mercy's  sake  to  hold 
their  peace.  Tliey  answered:  "That  we  cannot  do."  1 
told  tliem :  "  What  one  cannot  is  required  of  no  one  I  So 
have  yo-.ir  will  I  Along  with  you  I  "  At  this  both  I>ike  and 
Duchess  burst  out  lauKhing. 

Another  evening,  alter  1  had  finislied  the  small  bronre 
figures  which  are  wrought  into  tlie  pedestal  ot  Perseos,  that 
Is  to  say,  tlie  Jupiter,  Mercury,  Minerva,  and  Dan;e,  with 
the  little  Perseus  seated  at  his  mother's  feet,  1  had  them 
carried  into  the  room  where  I  was  wont  to  work,  and 
ananged  tliem  in  a  row,  ruiscd  Boniewliat  above  tlie  tine  of 
vidon.  ao  that  tlicy  produced  a  magnificent  effect  The 
Duke  heard  o(  this,  and  made  his  entrance  sooner  than 
usual.     It  seems  that  the  person  who  informed  his  Excel- 

'  The  Prince  mm  Don  Fnncoeo,  (ben  wtd  lw«trc;  I>aa  QioTanal  ■«• 
tn^  Don  Gxnia  na  ii«.  and  t)a«  FerdlauiM  fcof. 
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Icncy  pnused  tbcm  above  ihetr  merit,  uiinf;  terms  like  "far 
superior  to  the  ancients,"  and  so  forth  ;  whcrclorc  the  Duke 
came  talking  plc-isuitly  with  the  Duchess  about  my  doings. 
1  roM  at  once  and  went  to  meet  tlietn.  With  his  fine  and 
tnily  princely  manner  he  received  mc,  hflinic  his  rijtht  hand, 
in  which  he  held  as  superb  a  pcar-^rait  u  could  ponibly 
t>c  seen.  "Take  il,  nty  Bcnvenutol"  he  exctaimed :  "plant 
this  pear  in  your  garden."  To  these  words  1  replied  with 
a  deliuhlcd  K^titurc :  "O  my  lord,  does  your  most  illiis- 
triinift  Kxccllency  really  mean  that  I  shotdd  plant  it  in  the 
garden  ol  my  h'nue  ? "  "  Yes,"  he  said,  "  in  the  g.trden  of  the 
house  which  Ix-Iongs  to  you.  Have  you  understood  me?" 
1  thanked  his  Kxcellency,  and  the  Duchess  in  like  manneTi 
with  the  l'<est  politeness  I  could  use. 

After  this  they  both  took  seats  in  front  of  the  statues,  and 
for  more  than  two  Iraurs  went  on  talking  atraul  notliing  but 
the  t>e;iiitics  of  the  work.  Tlie  Diicheu  waa  wrought  up  to 
■ltd)  an  cnthuniaKm  that  she  cried  out:  "I  do  not  like  to 
let  tltose  exc|ui«te  fifturcs  be  wasted  on  the  pedestal  down 
there  in  the  pi-uia,  where  they  will  run  the  risk  of  bdng 
injured.  I  would  much  rather  have  you  fix  them  in  one  of 
my  apeutmcnta,  where  they  will  l>e  preserved  with  the  respect 
doe  to  their  aanfpilar  artistic  qu.ilitic3  "  I  opposed  this  plan 
with  maiq'  forcible  arguments ;  but  when  I  saw  that  site  was 
delennlned  I  should  not  pUce  them  on  the  pedestal  whera 
they  now  stand,  I  wailed  till  next  day,  and  went  to  the  palace 
■bout  twenty-two  o'clock.  Ascertaining  tlut  the  Duke  and 
1>ucbcas  were  out  ri<lln(t,  and  liavlng  already  prepared  the 
rftikftfil,  I  had  (he  slatnes  canied  do>«7i,  juid  soldered  them 
wUh  lead  into  their  proper  nkhct.  Oh,  when  the  Duchess 
knew  rf  this,  how  anijry  she  was  I  Had  it  not  been  fi*r  the 
Duke,  whcf  in.infiilly  defended  me,  I  sliould  have  paJd  dearly 
(or  my  daring.  Her  indignation  about  the  pearls,  and  now 
ai^n  about  this  matter  of  the  statues,  made  her  to  contrive 
Uiat  tlie  Dulcc  abandoned  his  amusements  in  our  workshop. 
ConHXtuently  1  went  there  no  more,  and  was  met  aK-iin  with 
the  Mine  otnlntcUoru  as  formerly  whcnc^-er  I  wanted  to 
gain  acccat  to  the  palace. 
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I  returned  to  the  Loggia,'  whilhcr  my  Perseus  had  already 
been  brought,  and  went  on  putting  the  last  touches  to  my 
woric,  under  the  old  difficulties  always ;  that  is  to  $Ay,  lade 
of  money,  and  a  hundred  untoward  accidents,  the  half  ol 
which  would  have  cowed  a  man  amed  with  adamant 

However,  I  imrKued  my  cotine  as  u-tiial ;  and  one  morn- 
inK.  after  1  had  heard  mass  at  San  Piero  Scheragpo,  tliat 
brute  Bemardoiie,  broker,  wortliless  goldsinilb,  and  by  the 
Duke's  grace  purveyor  to  the  mint,  passed  by  me.  No 
sooner  had  he  got  outside  the  church  than  the  dirty  pig  let 
fiy  four  cracks  which  might  have  been  heard  from  San 
Hiniato.  1  cried  :  "  Yah  I  pig,  poltroon,  donkey  I  is  that  llic 
noise  your  filthy  talents  make?"  and  ran  off  for  a  cudgel- 
He  took  refuge  on  the  instant  in  the  mint ;  while  !  stationed 
myself  inside  my  house-door,  which  I  left  ajar,  setting  a  boy 
at  watch  upon  the  street  to  warn  me  when  the  pig  should 
leave  the  mint.  After  waiting  some  time,  I  grew  tired,  and 
my  heat  cooled.  Reflecting,  then,  that  blows  are  not  dealt 
by  contmcl.  and  that  some  disaster  might  ensue,  I  resolved 
to  wre:ik  my  vengeance  by  another  method,  llie  incident 
took  place  about  the  fea&t  of  our  San  Giovanni,  one  or  two 
days  before ;  so  I  composed  four  verses,  and  stuck  them  up 
in  an  angle  of  the  church  where  people  go  to  ease  them- 
selves.   The  verses  ran  ;is  follows : — 

"  Here  lieth  Beniardooe.  an  and  ptg. 

Spy,  broker,  thief,  in  "hom  Pandora  planted 
Atl  her  worn  trWs,  and  from  lh«ic«  transplanted 
Into  thai  Imite  Boaccio's  carcass  big."* 

Both  the  incident  and  the  verges  went  the  round  of  the 
palace,  giving  the  Duke  and  Diichcss  much  amusement. 
But,  before  the  man  him«clf  knew  what  1  had  been  up  to, 
crowds  of  people  stopped  to  read  the  lines  and  laughed 
immoderately  at  them.     Since  they  were  looking  towards  the 

*  TbM  H,  the  Los^  de"  Laaii.  on  the  peal  pknk  of  FlMeace,  KhcM 
Celliiu'i  (tatuc  iiiti  tunik. 

■  If  I  uindcmuid  Lhc  obteare  Una  of  the  odcloil,  CelHot  wuktcxt  to  kfU 
two  Irlfila  with  one  Rone  bj  Ihl)  epjcnm—lmib  BemaitilcMM  nd  hb  mm 
Bkodo.     But  li]F  Btucdo  be  (mciiJlj  svoaa  Bxdo  ButdistllL 
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f  mint  ADii  fixing  their  eyea  on  Bcmardonc,  his  Bon,  Maestro 
B^iccio,  tnkinK  notice  of  tlicir  Ec^iires,  tore  the  paper  down 
with  fury.  The  elder  bit  hi*  thumb,  slmckint;  ihrcatK  out 
with  that  hideous  voice  of  his,  which  comes  forth  through 
bis  ooee ;  indeed  he  made  a  brave  defiance.* 


I 
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Ulien  the  Duke  was  informed  that  the  whole  of  my  woric 
(or  tlie  Per«eiM  could  be  exhibited  a*  finished,  he  came  ooe 
day  to  look  at  it.  His  manner  showed  clearly  that  it  gave 
him  great  sa(i:tfaction ;  but  afterwards  he  turned  to  sonie 
gentlemen  attending  him  and  said:  "Although  this  itatiie 
seems  in  our  c>'C3  a  very  fine  piece,  still  it  has  j-et  to  win 
the  favour  of  the  people.  Therefore,  my  Bcnvcnulo,  t^eforo 
you  put  the  very  last  touches  on,  I  should  like  you,  for  my 
take,  to  remove  a  part  of  the  scaffolding  on  the  side  o(  the 
piaeza,  some  day  toward  noon,  in  order  Ihat  we  may  leara 
what  folk  think  at  it  There  is  no  doubt  that  when  it  is 
thrown  open  to  sp-ice  and  tight,  it  will  look  very  difTerently 
from  what  it  docs  in  this  cnctostire."  I  replied  with  all 
humility  to  his  Kxcclli-ncy :  "  You  must  know,  my  lord, 
lliat  it  will  make  more  than  twice  as  good  a  show.  Oh, 
bow  is  It  that  your  most  illustrious  Excellency  has  forgottCD 
seeing  it  in  the  garden  of  my  house?  There,  in  Ihat  lanie 
extent  of  space,  it  showed  ao  bnvely  that  Bandinello,  coming 
IhTough  the  garden  of  tlie  Innocents  to  liK>k  at  it,  was  com- 
pelled, in  tpltc  of  ht!>  evil  and  malignant  nature,  to  pr^se  it, 
lt«  who  never  praised  aught  or  any  one  In  all  his  life  I  1 
percdve  that  your  Excellency  lend*  too  ready  an  car  tn  that 
fcUow."  When  1  had  done  ■]>eakiiig,  he  smiled  Ironically 
and  a  little  angrily;  yet  he  replied  with  great  kiodnesi:  "Do 
what  I  ask,  my  Bcnvemito,  just  to  please  me." 

When  t!ie  Duke  h.id  left,  1  gave  orders  to  have  the  acreaB 
'  removed.  Yet  vonie  trifles  of  gold,  vamish.  and  variofH 
other  Mile  lini&lnnt^s  wrrr  stiH  w;inting;  wherefore  1  twgtn 
to  murmur  and  complain  indignantly,  cursing  (he  unhapi>y 
day  which  bniughl  me  to  Florence.  Too  well  I  knew 
already  Ibe  great  and  lrreparat>le  sacrifice  I  made  when  I 

■  To  biti  tlH  thoab  ■!  wKj  ona  «■*.  u  tWikoli  of  «m  aU  d4aM>  ksow. 
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left  France;  nor  ooold  I  discover  any  reasonable  ([totUKl 
for  hope  that  I  mi^ht  prosper  in  tlte  future  with  my 
prince  and  patron.  From  the  commencetnetit  to  the  middle 
and  the  ending,  eveo'^^'niE  that  I  had  done  lud  been 
performed  to  my  Kreat  disadvantage.  Therefore,  it  was 
with  deep  ill-huinour  Utat  1  disclosed  my  statue  on  the 
(ollou-inK  day. 

Now  it  pleased  God  that,  on  the  instant  of  its  expoaure 
to  view,  a  sliout  of  boundless  enthusiasm  went  tip  in  com- 
mendation of  my  work,  which  consoled  me  not  a  little. 
The  folk  kept  on  attaching  sonnets  to  the  posts  of  the  door, 
which  was  protected  with  a  curtain  while  I  gave  the  last 
touches  to  the  statue.  I  belie%-e  tliat  on  the  same  day 
when  I  opened  it  a  few  hours  to  the  public,  more  Uian 
twenty  were  nailed  up,  all  of  them  overflowing  with  the 
highest  panegyrics.  Afterwards,  when  I  once  more  shut  it 
off  from  view,  every  day  brought  sonnets,  vfiih  Latin  and 
Greek  verses ;  for  the  University  of  Pisa  was  then  in  vaca- 
tion, and  all  the  doctors  and  scholars  kcj)!  vying  with  each 
other  who  could  praise  it  best  But  what  gratified  me 
most,  and  inspired  me  with  most  bope  of  the  Duke's  sup- 
port, was  that  the  artists,  sculptors  and  painters  alike, 
entered  into  ■  the  same  gcncroos  competition.  1  set  the 
highest  value  on  the  eulogies  of  that  excellent  painter 
Jacopo  Fontormo,  and  still  more  on  those  of  his  able  pupil 
Bronzino,  who  was  not  satisfied  with  merely  publishing  his 
verses,  but  sent  them  by  his  lad  Snndrino's  hand  to  my 
own  house.'  'ITiey  spoke  so  generously  of  my  pcrfonnance, 
in  that  fine  st)-lc  of  his  which  is  most  exquisite,  that  this 
alone  repaid  me  somewhat  (or  the  pain  of  my  long  troubles. 
So  ttien  I  closed  the  screen,  and  once  more  set  myself  to 
finishing  my  statue. 


xa 

The  great  compliments  which  this  short  inspection  of  my 
Perseus  had  elicited  from  the  noble  school  of  Florence,  though 


* 


I 


*  tuop"  Camcd  6t  Pontonno  «u  now  an  old  nun.  He  died  In  1558, 
•1^  iuly-fi*«  jw*n.  Angtlo  Alkd,  called  II  BianiicM,  ooc  o(  the  Uti 
hilly  good  Floranline  ninia*.  won  ooaildtnbh  dhtlectioo  m  »  wHtrr  ol 
boikaqiw  poenu.  He  died  id  IJ;!.  igod  ifair-aino  jmn.  W*  pa*HW  Ul 
Monctt  eo  tbe  Penens. 
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tliey  were  well  known  to  the  Duke,  did  not  prevent  him  from 
•aying  :  "  I  am  cleli^lilcd  tlial  ncnveiiult?  Um  Usui  this  IriHins 
utiifacticm,  wliicli  wtll  spur  liini  on  to  llie  desired  conclusiun 
wilti  more  speed  and  diligeuce.  Do  not,  however,  let  bim 
imiiftiiie  Uiat,  when  his  Peiscus  shall  be  ftnalljr  exposed  to  view 
from  all  sides,  folk  in  general  will  be  to  lavish  of  their  pnisM. 
On  Utc  coiilrary,  1  am  afraid  that  all  its  ctcfccis  will  then  be 
tvotiKhl  home  to  him,  and  more  will  be  dctcirtcd  th.in  the 
Stiitue  really  has.  So  let  him  arm  himself  with  patience." 
Iticfte  were  precisely  the  words  which  BandincUo  bad  whis- 
pered in  llie  Diilte's  ears,  citiitt;  the  works  of  Andrea  del 
VciTocchi'),  who  made  lliat  Rne  broiuc  of  Christ  and  S.  Thomas 
on  the  (rout  of  Oisanimichele  ;  at  the  same  time  he  referred 
to  maay  other  sta'.ucs,  ami  dared  even  to  attack  the  marvellous 
Daivid  of  divine  Michel  Agnolo  Buonarroti,  accu&ing  it  of  only 
tooldng  well  if  seen  in  front ;  finally,  be  touched  upon  the 
multtlude  of  sarcastic  sonnets  which  were  called  forth  by 
his  0W11  Hercules  and  Cacus,  and  wound  up  with  abusiag  the 
people  of  Florence.  Now  the  Duke,  who  was  loo  much  in- 
clined tn  credit  hia  assertions,  encouraged  the  fellow  to  speak 
thus,  and  thought  in  his  own  heart  that  thini^s  would  go  as 
he  liad  prophesied,  t>ecause  that  envious  creature  Bandinello 
never  ceased  Insinuating  malice.  On  one  occasion  it  bapper>ed 
that  llic  gallows  bird  Bcmardone,  the  broker,  was  present  at 
time  conversations,  and  in  support  o(  Bandincllo's  calumnies, 
he  said  to  the  Duke :  "  Yon  mtat  remember,  prince,  that 
tt:iluca  nn  a  brgc  scale  are  ijuite  A  different  dish  of  nonp  from 
little  figures.  I  do  not  refuse  him  the  credit  of  lieing  excellent 
Kt  statuettes  in  miniature.  Dut  you  will  suoii  »c«  that  he 
canoot  succeed  in  that  otlter  sphere  ot  art."  To  these  vile 
•ogHMlioaa  be  added  many  others  ci  all  softs,  plying  his 
q^i  office,  aad  piling  up  a  mountain  oj  Ilea  to  booL 


XCII 

Now  it  ptcased  my  glorious  Lord  and  iniDOrtll  God  thai  at 
taat  I  bfDuglil  tile  whole  work  to  completion ;  and  on  a  ccrtaio 
Ttiursday  morning  I  exposed  It  to  ttw  public  gaie.'  Immedi- 
ately, twfore  tlie  sun  was  fully  in  tlic  heavens,  then  aiKmliled 
•uch  a  multitude  o(  people  that  no  words  could  docribe  tbcnL 

'  April  sj,  IS54. 
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Alt  with  one  voice  contended  which  should  praise  it  most 
The  Duke  was  stationed  at  a  window  low  upon  the  first  floor 
oi  tJie  palace,  just  atiove  the  entrance ;  there,  tuill  hidden,  he 
be-ard  eveo'thing  lite  folk  were  s;tying  of  my  stslue.  After 
Ustenini;  through  several  hours,  he  rose  so  proud  and  h*ppj 
In  his  heart  that  he  (iimcd  to  his  attendant,  Messer  Sfona,  and 
exclaimed :  "  Sfona,  go  and  seek  oat  Ben^-enuto ;  tell  him 
from  me  tliat  he  has  tietighted  me  far  more  than  I  expected : 
say  too  that  1  shall  reward  him  in  a  way  which  will  astonish 
htm ;  so  bid  him  be  of  good  courage." 

In  due  course,  Xtcsser  Sforza  discharged  this  glorious 
embassy,  which  consoled  me  greatly.  I  p:isscd  a  happy  day. 
partly  because  of  tlie  Duke's  message,  and  also  because  the 
folk  kept  pointing  me  out  as  something  marvellous  and 
strange.  Among  the  many  who  did  so,  were  two  geatlcmeo, 
deputed  by  the  Viceroy  of  Sicily*  to  our  Duke  on  public 
business.  Now  these  two  agree;il.ile  persons  met  me  upon 
the  piazxa :  I  had  been  shown  them  in  passing,  and  now  they 
made  monstrous  haste  to  catch  me  up ;  then,  with  caps  is 
hand,  they  uttered  an  oration  so  ceremonious,  that  it  would 
hare  been  excessive  for  a  Pope.  I  bowed,  with  every  pro- 
leslation  of  humility.  They  meanwhile  continued  loading 
me  with  compliments,  until  at  last  1  prayed  them,  for  kind- 
ness' sake,  to  leave  the  piazxa  in  my  company,  because  the 
folk  were  stopping  and  staring  at  ine  more  than  at  my 
Perseus,  In  the  midst  of  all  these  ocremonies,  they  went 
so  far  as  to  propose  that  I  sliould  come  to  Sicily,  and  offered 
to  make  terms  which  should  content  me.  They  told  me  how 
FraGiovan  Agnolo  de"  Ser\-i'  had  constructed  a  fountain  for 
them,  complete  in  all  its  parts,  and  decorated  with  a  mulli- 
tude  of  figures :  but  it  was  not  in  the  same  good  style  they 
recognised  in  Perseus,  and  j'et  tliey  had  heaped  riches  on  the 
man.  I  would  not  sufTer  tliem  to  finish  all  their  speeches, 
but  answered :  "  You  give  nte  much  cause  for  woniler, 
seeking  as  >-ou  do  to  make  me  quit  the  service  of  a  prince 
who  is  the  greatest  patron  of  the  arts  that  ever  lived :  and  I 
too  here  in  my  own  birthplace,  famous  as  the  school  of  ever)' 
art  and  science  I    Oh,  if  my  soul's  desire  bad  been  set  oo 

*  Don  Juan  de  V«g>. 

■  GMvanai  Angelo  MoMonoli  mUfCil  th*  Ordtt  of  tL*  SmtIu*  in  ijja 


TUi  did  BM  pKtetU  him  fnm  pljing  bi*  proreoioo  of  Kotptor. 
■bewc  lOndcd  to  b  the  foofiufai  U  Hoaiiu. 
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lucre,  I  could  have  stayed  in  France,  with  that  great  monarch 
Fnmds,  who  gave  mc  a  thouaand  golden  crowns  a  year  for 
board,  and  paid  nic  in  addition  the  price  of  all  my  labour. 
In  his  service  1  gained  more  than  (our  thousand  golden 
crowns  the  year." 

With  these  and  luch-like  words  I  cut  their  ceremonies 
sliort,  thanking  them  (or  the  high  praises  they  had  bestowed 
upon  mc,  which  were  indeed  the  best  reward  that  arti&ts 
could  receive  (or  their  laboun.  I  told  them  they  tiad  greatly 
•tttnuJated  my  xeal.  m  that  I  hoped,  after  a  few  yearn  were 
pmed,  to  exhibit  another  masterpiece,  which  1  dared  ttchcvc 
would  jield  far  truer  s.itisXnclion  to  our  noble  school  of 
Floiciicc.  Tlie  two  gentlemen  were  eager  to  resume  tlie 
thread  of  tlieir  complimentary  proposals,  whereupon  I,  li(t- 
ir>g  my  cap  and  making  a  profound  lx)w,  t>adc  them  a  potito  y 
farewelL  jT 

XCIII 

When  two  more  days  had  passed,  and  the  dionis  of  praise 
was  ever  on  the  increase,  I  resolved  to  go  Mid  prcKnt  nyKlf 
to  the  Oultc,  who  said  \h-ith  great  good-humour :  "  My  Ben- 
venuto,  you  have  satisfied  and  delighted  me ;  bat  I  promise 
that  1  will  rewanl  >'ou  in  such  wise  as  will  make  you  wonder ; 
and  1  tell  yiiu  that  1  do  not  mean  to  delay  beyond  to- 
morrow." On  hearing  this  most  welcome  assurance.  I  turned 
all  the  forces  of  my  soul  and  body  to  God,  (cr>'cntly  nficring 
up  thank*  to  Him.  At  the  same  monicnt  I  approached  the 
Duke;  and  almost  weeping  for  gladness,  kissed  his  rol>e. 
Then  1  added:  "O  my  glorious  prince,  true  and  moit 
geticrous  lover  of  the  arts,  and  of  those  who  exercise  them  I 
I  entreat  your  most  illu&trious  Excellertcy  to  allow  me  eight 
days  first  to  go  and  return  thanks  to  Cod ;  for  I  alone  ktmw 
what  travail  I  have  endured,  and  that  my  earnest  faitli  lias 
moved  Him  to  assist  me.  In  gratihide  for  this  and  all  other 
marvelloaa  merdcs,  I  should  like  to  travel  eight  da)^  on 
pilgrimage,  cxinliniutlly  thanking  my  immortal  God,  who 
never  fails  to  help  thove  who  call  upon  Him  with  sinocHly."  . 
The  Duke  then  asked  me  where  I  wished  to  go.  I  answered  ; 
"To-morrow  1  shall  set  out  for  Vallombrosa,  thrncc  to  Camal- 
doU  and  the  Ermo,  afterwards  I  shall  proceed  to  tlto  Itagni  di 
Santa  Maria,  and  perliaps  so  far  aa  Sehtlle,  bocauae  I  hear  ol 
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fine  antiquities  to  be  seen  there.'  Then  I  shall  retnoc  my 
steps  by  San  Francesco  delta  Vemia,  ;tnd,  still  witfa  thanla 
to  God,  return  li^lil- hearted  to  yotir  service."  The  Duke 
replied  at  once  with  cheerful  kindness  :  "Go  and  come  back 
again,  (or  oi  a  tnitli  ycni  please  nic  ;  but  do  not  (or|{et  to  icsd 
a  couple  of  lines  by  way  of  memorandum,  and  leave  the  rest 
tome." 

I  wrote  four  lines  that  very  day,  in  which  I  thanked  bit 
Excellency  for  expected  favours,  and  gave  these  to  Messer 
Sforza,  who  placed  them  in  the  Duke's  hands.  The  latter 
took  them,  and  then  handed  them  to  Mcsser  Sforza,  remark- 
ing: "Sec  that  you  put  these  lines  each  day  where  I  can 
see  them ;  for  if  Bcnvcnuto  comes  back  and  finds  I  luvc 
not  despatched  his  business,  I  think  that  he  will  murder  me." 
Thus  laughin|i>,  his  Exccllcno'  asked  to  be  reminded.  Messcr 
Sfonta  repotted  these  precise  words  to  me  on  the  saCme  eveo- 
inii,  laughing  too  and  expressing  wonder  at  the  great  favour 
shown  nie  by  tlic  Duke,  He  pleasantly  added :  "  Go,  Bcn- 
vcnuto, and  come  again  quickly,  for  indeed  t  am  jealous  at 
you." 


t 


XCIV 

In  God's  name  then  I  left  Florence,  continually  singLnj; 
psaims  and  prayers  in  His  honour  upon  alt  tliat  journey.  I 
cnjo>-cd  it  extremely ;  (or  the  season  was  fine,  in  early 
summer,  and  the  country  through  which  I  travelled,  and  which 
1  had  never  seen  l>cfore,  struck  me  as  marvellously  beautiful 
Now  1  had  taken  with  me  to  serve  as  guide  a  young  workaun 
in  my  em^doy,  who  came  from  Bagno  and  was  called  Cesarc; 
Thanks  to  him.  Uicn,  I  received  the  kindest  hospitiiity  from 
his  father  and  all  his  family,  among  whom  was  an  old  man 
of  more  than  seventy,  extremely  pleasant  in  his  conversation. 
He  was  Ccsarc's  uncle,  a  surgeon  by  profession,  and  n  dabbler 
in  alchemy.  This  excellent  person  made  me  obscn-e  that  the 
Bagni  contained  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  and  showed  mo_ 
many  interesting  objects  in  the  neighbourhood ;  to  that 
enjfij-ed  m>-sel(  as  much  as  I  haw  ever  done. 

One  day.  when  we  had  become  intimate  and  he  could  truft 

me.  he  spoke  as  follows :  "  I   must  not  omit  to  tell  yoo  a 

thought  of  mine,  to  which  his  Excellency  might  with  advan- 

*  Tbc  EciDo  Is  mare  coitMlijr  Eiemot  tad  Vcnii  ii  Alnraik. 
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tage  juy  attcntton.  It  Is,  thai  not  far  from  Camalcloli  there  tics 
a  mountain  pass  ao  ill  dcfenOcd,  Ih.it  Picro  Strozii  could  not 
only  cross  it  witliout  risk,  but  might  also  seize  on  Poppi' 
oniDOkstecl."  Not  satisfied  with  this  dcRcH|>lion,  he  also 
took  a  abect  of  paper  from  liis  poudi,  upon  whidi  the  good 
old  nuui  had  dravm  the  whole  country,  so  that  the  seriousnen 
of  the  danger  could  lie  nuiiifcKt  upon  inspection  of  the  map. 
1  took  the  dcsifcii  and  left  flacno  at  ooce,  InvellinK  home- 
wmA  as  last  as  I  could  by  I'ralo  Magno  and  Siui  Fmiiccsco 
delLi  Vemia.  On  reaching  Florence,  I  only  stopped  to  draw 
ofl  my  riding-boots,  and  hurried  to  the  pabce.  Ju&t  opposite 
tlic  Badia  1  met  the  Duke,  who  was  coming  by  the  pal.ice  of 
Uie  f^xiesta.  ^AHien  Ih;  saw  me  he  ga^-e  roe  a  very  gracious 
reception,  and  showing  sonte  surprise,  exclaimed :  **  Why 
havfe  you  come  back  so  quickly ;  I  did  not  expect  you  for 
eight  ttnys  at  least."  I  answered:  "The  serv-icc  of  your 
most  illustrious  Kxcellency  hniigs  me  back,  else  I  should  very 
willingly  have  stayed  somu  few  days  longer  on  my  journey 
through  that  lovely  country."  "Well,  and  what  Kfnid  news 
hare  you  i "  said  he.  I  answered  :  "  I^ncc,  I  nitist  talk  to  you 
about  Ihinp  of  tlte  greatest  importance  which  I  h:<ve  to  dts- 
cUw."  So  I  followod  him  to  the  palace,  and  when  we  were 
there,  he  took  me  privately  into  a  chamber  where  we  stayed 
a  while  alone  toftethcr.  I  then  unfolded  the  whole  matter 
and  showed  him  tlic  little  map,  with  which  he  seemed  to  be 
much  gratified.  When  1  told  liis  Excellency  that  one  ought 
to  take  measures  at  once,  he  reflected  for  a  Ultlc  while  and 
then  said :  "  1  ni.iy  inforro  you  that  we  have  agreed  with 
the  Duke  oj  Urbino  that  he  should  guard  the  pass  ;  but  do 
not  Bpcak  about  it."  Then  he  dismiiised  mc  with  great 
dcmonsuatioiti  oj  good-wilt,  and  I  went  home. 


xcv 

Next  day  I  presented  m)^cl(,  and,  after  a  few  word*  of  con- 
fCnallon,  tlic  Duke  addressed  mc  cheerfully;  "To-mo*tiiw, 
w^thoDt  (ail,  I  mean  to  dcspaldi  j'our  business ;  set  your  mind 
al  rest,  then."  I,  who  fell  sure  that  he  mean)  what  he  said, 
waited  with  steal  impatience  (or  the  morrow.    When  the 
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longed-for  day  uhved,  I  betook  me  to  the  palace :  and : 
always  happens  that  evil  tidin{{s  travel  faster  than  flood  nevn, 
Hesser  Gtacopo  Guidi,>  secretary  t"  ^"*  Excellency,  called  me 
witlt  his  wry  mouth  aiid  haughty  voice  ;  drawing  him«eU  up 
as  stiff  as  a  poker,  he  began  to  speak  to  tins  effect :  "  Tbc 
Duke  sa>'s  he  wants  >'ou  to  tell  him  Iiow  much  you  ask  tof 
yoai  Perseus."  I  remained  dumbfounded  and  astonished ; 
yet  I  quickly  replied  that  it  was  not  my  custom  to  put  prices 
on  my  work,  and  that  this  was  not  what  his  Excellency  bad 
promised  me  two  da>'s  ago.  The  man  raised  his  voice,  aitd 
Ofdered  me  expressly  in  the  Duke's  name,  under  the  penalty 
ot  bis  severe  displeasure,  to  Kiy  how  much  1  wanted.  Now  I 
had  hoped  not  only  to  gain  some  handsome  reward,  tmsting 
to  the  mighty  signs  ol  kindness  shown  roe  by  the  I>uke,  but 
1  lt:id  still  more  expected  to  seaire  the  entire  good  graces  <4 
his  Excellency,  seeing  I  never  asked  (or  anything,  but  only 
(or  his  favour.  Accordingly,  tliis  wholly  unexpected  way  c( 
dealinji  with  me  put  me  in  a  fury,  and  I  was  cspedalljr  en- 
raged by  ttie  niantier  which  that  venomous  toad  assumed  io 
discharging  his  commission.  I  exclaimed  tliat  U  the  Duke 
gave  me  ten  thousand  crou-ns  1  sliould  not  be  paid  enough, 
and  that  if  I  had  ever  thought  tilings  would  come  to  this 
hiiggling,  1  should  not  liave  settled  in  bis  service.  There* 
upon  the  suily  fellow  began  to  abuse  me,  and  I  gave  it  him 
tuck  again. 

Upon  Uie  fcdlowing  day,  when  I  paid  my  respects  to  tbc 
Duke,  he  beckoned  to  me.  1  approached,  aiid  he  exclaimed  in 
anger  :  "  Cities  and  great  palaces  are  tniilt  with  ten  thousandi 
of  ducats."  I  rejoined:  "  Your  Excellency  can  And  mtUtttudcs 
of  men  who  are  able  to  build  you  cities  and  palaces,  but  yoa 
will  not.  perhaps,  fmd  one  man  in  the  world  who  could  nuke 
a  second  Perseus."  llien  1  took  my  leave  without  sayiitg  ot 
dwRg  aojthiDg  fartlier.  A  few  days  afterwards  the  Docbess 
sent  for  me,  and  advised  me  to  put  my  difference  with  the 
Duke  into  her  hands,  since  she  thought  she  cotitd  conduct  the 
business  to  my  satisfaction.  On  hearing  tliese  kindly  words 
I  replied  tltat  1  had  never  asked  any  other  recompense  for 
my  labours  than  the  good  graces  of  the  Duke,  and  that  bis 
most  illustrious  Excellency  bad  assured  me  of  this ;  it  was 

'  Ii  ippcui  Erom  i  Uiitt  wrUlts  b;  Unidi  to  SandiaeUi  ilut  he  hated 
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nol  needful  ItiAt  I  nliould  pl;ice  in  their  Kxcellende«'  haitdi 
wtut  I  hud  »Jwa>'>  iniakly  left  to  them  from  tlic  lirat  iLiyt 
wheii  I  undertook  their  service.  I  farther  added  tliat  if  hit 
mott  Ulusthoua  Excellency  gave  me  but  a  cmnu/  which  it 
wortli  five  liuthiiifis,  for  my  work,  I  should  conwtler  inywU 
contented,  provided  only  that  his  Excellency  did  not  deprive 
inc  of  his  favour,  At  these  words  the  Duchess  stiiiled  a  little 
and  E-iid  :  "  Bcnvenulo,  you  would  do  well  to  act  as  1  advise 
you."  Then  »hc  turned  her  bsck  and  left  me.  I  thought  it 
was  my  best  policy  to  speak  with  tlte  humility  1  have  above 
described ;  yet  it  turned  out  tliat  I  had  done  the  worst  for 
myself,  because,  albeit  slic  hjid  hart>oun:d  some  angry  fcchnga 
toward  me,  she  had  in  her  a  certain  way  of  dealing  which 
WAS  gcncruus. 


XCVl 

About  tliat  time  I  was  very  intimate  with  Ginilatno  degll 
Alblzii,*  commissary  of  tlie  Duke's  militia.  One  d^y  ihts 
friend  said  to  me :  "  O  Bcnvenulo,  it  would  not  be  a  bod 
thing  to  put  your  little  difference  of  opinion  with  the  Duke 
to  rights ;  and  I  a»ure  you  that  if  you  repose  con&denca 
in  me,  1  fed  myself  the  man  to  settle  matters.  I  know  wliat 
I  am  mv-ing-  Tlte  Duke  is  getting  really  aitgry,  and  you 
wUl  oome  badly  out  of  the  affair.  Let  this  suffice ;  I  am 
not  at  bbcrty  to  say  all  t  know."  Now,  subsequently  to 
that  cr>tivcr^tioD  with  the  Duchess,  I  had  been  told  by  sooM 
one,  possibly  a  rogue,  that  he  )iad  heard  how  the  Duke  said 
upon  some  occasion  whicli  offered  itself :  "  For  less  Ifaan 
two  farthings  I  will  throw  Perseus  to  tlie  dugs,  and  so  ow 
differences  will  be  ended."  This,  then,  made  me  anxious, 
sod  Induced  mc  to  entrust  Girotamo  dcgli  Albiui  with  the 
BCf[otiatk>ns,  telling  him  anytliing  would  satisfy  me  provulcd 
1  retained  the  gtxxl  graces  of  the  Duke.  Tliat  hoDctt  fellow 
ms  excellent  in  all  his  dealini^n  with  soldiers,  etpedaUy 
with  the  militia.  Who  are  for  ihc  most  p^irt  rustics ;  but  ha 
had  no  taste  for  statuary,  and  therefore  could  not  under- 
stand its  conditions.    Consequently,  when  he  spuke  to  the 
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Ouke,  be  bcfcui  thus:  "Prince,  Bcnvenuto  has  placed  hliii<, 
self  in  my  h.-ii)(ls,  aiid  has  begged  me  to  recommend  hie 
lo  your  Excellency."  The  Duke  replied :  "  I  too  am  willing* 
to  retcr  myseU  to  you,  and  shall  be  satisfied  with  your  de- 
cision." Thereupon  Girolamo  composed  a  letter,  witli  much 
skill  and  greatly  to  my  honour,  hiung  the  sum  which  the 
Duke  would  have  to  pay  me  at  3500  golden  crowns  in  gold ; 
and  this  should  not  be  taken  as  my  proper  recompense  for 
such  a  masterpiece,  but  only  as  a  kind  of  gratuity ;  enough 
to  say  thiit  I  w;i5  satistied ;  with  many  other  phrases  of  like 
tenor,  all  of  which  implied  the  price  which  I  have  mea- 
tion«<l. 

Ttie  Duke  signed  this  acreemeut  as  gladly  as  I  took  it 
sadly.  When  the  Duchess  heard,  she  said  :  "  It  would  have 
been  better  for  that  poor  man  if  he  had  placed  hims^  in 
my  hands ;  I  could  have  got  him  five  thousand  crowns  in 
gold."  One  day,  when  1  went  to  the  palace,  she  repeated 
these  same  words  to  me  in  the  presence  of  &(esscr  AJaminno 
Salviati,'  and  laughed  at  me  a  little,  saying  that  1  deserved 
my  had  luck. 

The  Duke  gave  orders  that  I  should  be  paid  a  hundred 
golden  crouTis  in  gold  |>cr  month,  until  the  sum  was  dis- 
charged ;  and  thus  it  ran  for  some  months.  Afterwards, 
Meiscr  Antonio  dc'  Nobiti,  who  had  to  tran^tct  the  business 
began  to  give  me  fifty,  and  sometimes  later  on  he  gave  me 
tu'cnty-6vc.  and  sometimes  nothing.  Accordingly,  when  I 
saw  that  the  settlement  was  I>eing  thus  deferred,  I  spoke 
good-humourcdty  to  Mcsscr  Antonio,  and  begged  him  to  ex- 
plain why  be  did  not  comt^cte  my  payments.  He  answered 
in  a  like  tone  of  politeness  ;  yet  it  struck  me  tliat  he  exposed 
his  own  mind  too  much.  Let  the  reader  judge.  He  began 
by  saying  that  the  sole  reason  why  he  could  not  go  forward 
regularly  with  these  payments,  was  the  scarcity  of  money 
at  the  palace  ;  but  he  promised,  when  cash  came  in,  to  dis- 
charge arrears.  Then  he  added:  "Oh  heavens)  if  I  did 
not  pay  you,  I  should  be  an  utter  rogue."  I  was  somewhat 
sun*ri^<ed  to  hear  him  s|>eak  in  that  way ;  yet  I  resolved  to 
hope  that  lie  would  pay  me  when  he  had  the  power  to  do 
•a  But  when  I  obser>-ed  that  thin^  went  quite  the  con- 
trar>'  way,  .-md  saw  that  1  was  being  pillaged,  I  lost  temper 

'  TUi  S>lvbd  aad  Ihe  t)«'  Kobili  ncntioat*]  iftcrirutli  oocopM  a  d^ 
linpliihsd  place  en  nomliae  anrud*  u  puUiuu  of  tiie  MedkL 


BOOK  SECOND 


W 


k 


with  t]ie  man,  and  recalled  to  his  metDory  botly  aitd  in  anger 
Vibit  he  bad  declared  he  would  be  if  he  did  not  pay  me. 
However,  lie  died  ;  and  five  hundred  crowns  are  still  owing 
to  me  at  the  present  date,  which  is  nigh  upon  the  end  of 
tst6.*  Inhere  was  also  a  balance  due  upon  my  salary,  which 
I  thouf{lil  would  be  forgotten,  since  three  years  had  elapeed 
without  iiayment  But  it  so  tiappened  that  the  Duke  fell 
ill  of  a  serious  malady,  renuiining  forly-cigbt  hours  without 
puling  water.  Finding  that  tlie  remedies  of  his  phy»dan« 
availed  nothing,  it  is  probable  that  he  t>eloolc  himself  to 
God,  and  thcieforc  decreed  the  discharge  of  all  debts  to 
bis  servants.  I  too  was  paid  on  this  occasioa,  yet  I  never 
obtained  what  still  stood  out  upon  my  Perseus. 
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I  had  almost  determined  to  say  nothing  more  about  that  un- 
lucky I'erseus ;  but  a  most  remarkalile  incident,  which  I  do 
no4  like  to  omit,  ot>(iges  nte  to  do  so  ;  wherefore  I  must  now 
turn  back  a  bit,  to  gather  up  the  tlircad  of  my  narration.  I 
thought  I  was  acting  (or  the  best  when  I  told  the  Dndiess  thai 
I  could  not  comproniiite  alTairs  which  were  no  longer  in  niy 
hands,  seeing  I  had  infnnned  the  IJuke  that  I  slioiild  glatlly 
accept  whatever  he  chose  to  give  mc.  1  said  this  in  the  hope 
of  gaining  favour :  and  with  this  manifc^tion  of  submissive- 
ncsi  I  employed  every  likely  means  of  pad()'ing  lits  resent- 
ment ;  for  I  ought  to  add  that  a  few  days  before  he  came  to 
tcmu  with  Albi/zi,  the  Duke  had  shown  be  was  eicesaivdy 
diaplsased  with  me.  The  reason  was  as  follows :  1  ooraptalned 
oi  some  aUiiiunal>le  acts  of  ioJusUce  done  to  me  by  Mowr 
Alfonso  QuisteUl.  Messer  lacopo  Polvcrino  of  the  Kichoquer, 
and  more  than  all  by  Ser  GiovanbattisU  Itrandini  of  Volterra. 
When,  therefore,  I  set  iiirth  my  cause  with  some  veliemenoe, 
ttie  Oukc  flew  into  the  greatest  r.ige  conceivable.  Itring  thus 
in  anger,  he  exclaimed  :  "This  is  }ust  [he  same  as  with  yoor 
l*c»eus,  when  you  asked  those  ten  thousand  crowns.  You 
let  yourself  be  t)lii>ilcd  by  mere  cupidity.  Therefore  I  shall 
have  the  statue  value<l,  and  shall  give  you  what  the  experts 
think  tl  worlli."    To  these  words  I  replied  witli  too  much 
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daring  and  a  touch  of  indienation,  which  is  always  out  oi  pbce 
in  deaUns  with  gteat  princes :  "  How  b  it  possible  that  my 
work  should  be  valued  at  its  proper  wortli  when  there  is  Dot  a 
roan  in  Florence  capable  of  performing  it?"  That  tDcrcased 
his  irritation ;  he  uttered  many  furious  phrases,  and  amoog 
them  said  :  "There  is  in  Horcncc  at  this  day  a  man  well  aUe 
to  make  such  a  statue,  and  who  is  therefore  highly  capable  oj 
judging  it"  He  meant  Bandinello,  Cax-alierc  of  S.  Jacopo.* 
Then  I  rejotncd :  "  My  lord,  your  most  Illustrious  Excellency 
gave  me  the  m(.-ans  of  prmludng  an  important  and  very  diffi- 
cult masteriiicce  in  the  midst  of  this  the  noblest  scliool  of  the 
world  ;  atid  my  work  has  t>ccri  received  with  warmer  praises 
than  any  other  heretofore  expc«ed  before  the  gaze  of  our  in- 
comparable masters.  My  chief  pndc  is  the  commendation  oj 
those  aHe  men  who  both  understand  and  practise  the  arts  ol 
design — as  in  particular  Bronzino,  the  painter ;  this  man  set 
himself  to  work,  and  composed  four  sonnets  couched  in  the 
choicest  style,  and  full  of  honour  to  myself.  Perhaps  it  was 
his  example  which  movi^l  the  whole  city  to  such  a  tumult  of 
enthusiasm.  I  freely  admit  that  if  sculpture  were  his  busiaesa 
instead  of  piOintinK,  itien  Bronzino  might  have  l>cen  equal  to  a 
task  like  mine.  Micliel  Atfnolo  Buonarroti,  again,  whom  I 
am  proud  to  call  my  master ;  be,  I  admit,  oould  have  achieved 
the  same  success  when  he  was  young,  but  not  with  less  fatigue 
and  trouble  than  1  endured.  But  now  that  he  ts  far  advanced 
in  years,  he  would  most  certainly  be  found  unequal  to  the 
strain.  Therefore  I  think  1  am  justiticd  in  saying  that  no  man 
known  upon  this  earth  cmild  have  produced  my  Perseus.  For 
the  rest,  my  work  has  received  the  greatest  reward  1  could 
have  wislied  for  in  this  world  ;  chieRy  and  especially  twcaose 
your  most  illustrious  (Excellency  not  onty  expressed  yourself 
Batisftcd,  but  praiacd  it  far  more  highly  tlian  any  one  beside. 
^Miat  greater  and  more  bonoumblc  prize  could  be  desired 
by  nic  ?  I  aftirm  most  emphatically  that  your  Excellency 
could  not  (xty  me  with  more  glorious  coin,  nor  add  from  any 
treasury  a  wealth  surj^assing  tbi.t.  Therefore  1  hold  myself 
overpaid  already,  and  return  thanks  to  >'our  most  illustiioua 
Excellcnc)-  with  all  my  heart."  llic  Duke  manic  answer : 
"  ProbeU>ly  you  think  I  have  not  the  money  to  pay  you.  For 
my  part,  I  promise  you  that  I  shall  pay  you  more  for 
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statue  than  it  is  worth."  Then  I  retorted  :  "  I  di<)  not  picture 
to  my  fancy  any  better  recompcntc  from  ytMt  Excellency : 
yet  I  account  myself  amply  remunerated  by  that  first  reward 
which  the  scIicmI  i:tf  Hoicncc  gave  inc.  With  this  to  oonsole 
mc,  I  ^hall  take  my  departure  on  the  instant,  without  rettuning 
to  the  tiouM  you  gave  me,  and  shall  never  seek  to  tet  ny  foot 
in  this  town  a|{ahi."  We  were  just  at  S.  Fcliciti,  aod  hb 
Excellency  was  proceeding  to  the  palace.  When  he  heard 
these  choleric  words,  he  turned  upon  me  in  stem  anger  and 
exclaimed  :  "  You  sliall  not  go ;  take  heed  you  do  not  {[o  I " 
Half  terrified.  1  then  followed  him  to  the  palace. 

On  arriving  there,  his  Excellency  sent  for  the  Archbishop  of 
Pisa,  named  De'  fiartolini,  and  Mcsscr  Pandolfo  dclla  Stufa,' 
requesting  them  to  order  liaccio  Uandinclli.  in  tiis  name,  to 
examine  well  my  Perseus  and  value  it,  since  he  wished  to  pay 
its  exact  price.  These  excellent  men  went  forthwith  and  per- 
formed their  embassy.  In  reply  liandinctlo  said  that  he  bad 
CJOmincd  the  statue  minutely,  and  knew  well  eaoogh  what  it 
WM  worth  i  but  having  been  on  lud  terms  otherwise  with  nte 
for  some  time  past,  he  did  not  care  to  tx:  enl.mglcd  anyhow  in 
cny  affairs.  Then  they  began  to  put  a  gentle  pressure  on  him, 
saying :  "Tlic  Chikc  ordered  us  to  tell  you,  under  pain  of  his 
displeasure,  that  you  are  to  value  the  statue,  and  you  may  hare 
two  Or  three  days  to  consider  your  estimate.  When  you  have 
done  so,  tell  us  at  what  price  it  ought  to  be  paid."  He  an- 
swered that  his  Judgment  was  already  fonned,  that  he  could 
not  disobey  the  Duke,  and  that  my  work  was  rich  and  t>cautiful 
and  excellent  in  execution;  therefore  he  thought  sixteen  thou- 
Mud  crowns  or  more  would  not  be  an  excessive  price  for  it 
Those  good  and  courteous  gentlemen  reported  this  to  the 
Duke,  who  was  mightily  enraged ;  they  also  told  the  same  to 
rae.  1  replied  that  nothing  in  the  world  would  induce  me  to 
take  praise  from  ilmdinvllii,  "  seeing  Uiat  this  tvid  man  speaks 
ill  of  ever>-body,'*  My  words  were  carried  to  the  Duke ;  and 
that  was  the  rcaw>n  why  the  Duchess  wanted  a>c  to  place  the 
matter  in  tier  haiichi.  All  that  I  hare  written  is  the  pure  truth. 
I  will  only  add  that  I  ought  to  have  trusted  to  her  intervenlioa, 

'  OaoftU  de' BmIoUmI  WM  Md«  AttlitiUhop  or  Pbs  ko  IS1S.M  iWit*"! 
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for  then  I  should  have  been  quickly  paid,  iuid  slionJd  have 
received  to  much  more  into  the  bargain. 


xcvm 

The  Duke  sent  me  word  by  Messer  Leiio  TorcUo.' 
Master  of  the  Rolls,'  that  he  wanted  me  to  execute 
bas-reliefs  in  bronze  for  the  choir  of  S.  Maria  del  Fiore. 
Now  the  choir  was  by  Bandinello,  and  1  did  not  choose  to 
enrich  his  t»d  work  with  my  Labours.  He  had  not  indeed 
desiiEned  it,  for  he  underalood  nothing  whatever  about  archi- 
tecture; the  design  was  given  by  Giuliano,  the  son  of  that 
Baccio  d'Aijnolo,  the  wood-carver,  who  spoiled  the  cupola.' 
Suffice  i[  to  say  that  it  sliows  no  talent.  For  both  reasons  1 
was  determined  not  to  undertake  the  task,  although  I  told  the 
Duke  politely  th:kt  I  would  do  whatever  his  most  iltustriout 
Excellency  ordered.  Accordingly,  he  put  the  matter  into  the 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Works  for  S.  Mam  del  Fiore,*  telling 
them  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  me ;  he  would  continue 
my  allounuice  of  two  hundred  crown-t  a  year,  while  they  were 
to  supply  tlie  rest  out  of  their  funds. 

In  due  course  1  came  before  the  Board,  and  they  told  me 
what  the  Duke  had  arranged  FeeUng  that  1  could  exphiin 
my  views  more  frankly  to  these  gcallcmen,  I  began  by 
demonstrating  that  so  many  histories  in  bronze  would  cost 
a  vast  amount  of  money,  which  would  t}e  totally  thrown 
away,  giving  all  my  reasons,  which  they  fully  appreciated. 
In  the  first  place,  1  said  that  the  construction  of  the  choir 
was  altogether  incorrect,  without  proportion,  art.  conveni- 
ence, grace,  or  good  design,  lln  the  next  place,  the  bcu- 
reliefs  would  have  to  stand  too  tow,  beneath  the  proper  hne^ 
of  vision ;  they  would  become  a  place  for  dogs  to  pja  A^ 
and  be  always  full  of  ordure.!  Consequently,  I  (ledined 
positively  to  execute  them.  However,  since  I  did  not  wish 
to  throw  'away  the  tjcst  years  of  my  life,  and  was  eager  to 

'  A  nilivcol  Faao.    Cotino'i  Avdilon,   15J9i   Gnt  Sccnlaiyof  Gnnd., 
CiMMKellM,  154&    He  WH  >  pot  JuriiL 
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•erve  t>is  most  illustrious  Excellency,  whom  1  had  the  lia- 
cetcst  dcadic  to  gratify  and  obey,  1  made  the  following  pro* 
poaal.  Let  the  Duke,  U  he  wants  to  employ  my  talents, 
Klve  me  ttie  middle  door  o(  the  catlicdnU  to  perform  in 
bronxe.  This  would  be  well  seen,  and  would  confer  far 
more  glory  on  bis  most  illustrious  Excellency.  I  would 
bind  myself  by  contract  to  reccii,-c  no  remuneration  unlen 
I  produced  tomcthiitg  better  than  the  finest  of  the  Baptis- 
tcr>-  doors.>  But  if  1  completed  it  according  to  my  promite, 
then  I  was  willing  to  have  it  valued,  and  to  t>e  paid  one 
thousand  crowns  lc»  than  the  estimate  made  by  expert). 

The  memt>cn  of  the  Board  were  well  pleased  tt-ith  this 
tufutettion,  and  went  at  once  to  report  the  matter  to  the 
Duke,  among  them  l)einK  Piero  Salviati.  They  expected 
him  to  be  extremely  gntified  with  their  communication,  but 
it  turned  out  just  the  contrary.  He  replied  that  I  was 
always  wanting  to  do  the  exact  opposite  of  what  he  bade 
me ;  and  so  Piero  left  him  without  coming  to  any  concln- 
sion.  On  be.-iring  this,  I  went  oFf  to  tlie  Duke  at  ooce, 
who  diipbyed  sofne  irritatioa  when  be  taw  me.  However, 
1  beg|[ed  him  to  condescend  to  bear  me,  and  he  replied  that 
be  was  wiUinft.  1  then  begin  from  the  beginning,  and  used 
such  convincing  arguments  tliat  he  saw  at  last  how  the 
matter  really  utood,  since  I  made  it  evident  that  he  would 
only  be  throwing  a  targe  sum  ot  money  away.  Then  I 
softened  his  temper  by  suggesting  that  if  his  most  illustrious 
Excellency  did  not  care  to  have  the  door  begun,  two  pulpits 
had  anyhow  to  be  made  for  the  choir,  and  that  theaa  would 
both  of  them  be  conxideraMe  works,  whidi  would  cooler 
glory  on  his  reign ;  for  my  port,  I  was  ready  to  execute  a 
great  number  of  bronze  bos-telicft  with  appropriate  decora* 
tions.  In  this  way  1  t>rought  him  round,  and  he  gave  me 
ordcn  to  construct  tlie  models. 

AccordJngly  1  set  si  work  on  several  models,  and  be- 
itowed  Immense  pains  on  them.  Among  these  tJiere  was 
ODO  with  eight  panels,  carried  out  with  far  nioie  saencc 
than  the  rest,  and  which  seemed  to  me  mors  fitted  for  tha 
purpose.  M.-iving  taken  them  several  times  to  the  palace, 
his  KxccUency  senl  ward  by  Messer  Cesare,  the  keeper  uf 
bis  wardrobe,  tliat  I  sliuuld  leave  them  tliere.     After  Uie 

>  lie  atMU  RUbinr*  MCMd  dmi.  In  dl  piohaUUlr. 
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Dolce  had  inspected  them,  I  perceived  that  lie  had  sdected 
the  least  beautiful.  One  day  he  sent  for  ine,  and  during 
our  conversation  about  the  models,  I  gave  many  reasooa 
why  the  octagonal  putpit  would  be  far  more  convenient  for 
its  destined  ugcs.  and  would  produce  a  much  finer  effect 
He  answered  thai  lie  wished  me  to  make  it  square,  becaose 
he  liked  that  form  better ;  and  thus  he  went  on  conversing 
for  some  time  very  pleasantly.  I  meanwhile  lost  no  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  everything  I  could  in  the  interests  of  art 
Now  whether  the  Dtilce  knew  tliat  I  had  spoken  the  tratb, 
or  whether  he  wanted  to  have  his  own  u-ay,  a  long  time 
passes)  before  1  heard  anything  more  about  it  ^ 

XCIX 

About  this  time  the  great  block  of  marble  arrived  wK 
was  intended  for  the  Neptune.  It  had  been  bn>ut;ht  up 
the  Amo,  and  then  by  the  Grieve'  to  the  rood  at  F^oggio 
a  Caiaao,  in  order  to  be  carried  to  Florence  by  that  Icvd 
way ;  and  there  I  went  to  ace  It  Now  I  knew  rery  well 
that  tlic  Duchess  by  her  special  influence  had  managed  to 
have  it  given  to  IJandincUo.  No  envy  prompted  me  to 
dispiite  his  claims,  bat  rather  pity  for  that  poor  unfortunate 
piece  of  marble.  Observe,  by  the  way,  that  cvcrj-lliing, 
whatever  it  may  lie,  which  is  subject  to  an  evil  destiny, 
aldiough  one  tries  to  save  it  from  some  manifest  evil,  falls 
at  once  into  far  worse  plight ;  as  happened  to  this  marble 
when  it  came  into  the  hands  of  Bartolommeo  Ammanato,* 
of  whom  I  shall  speak  the  truth  tn  its  proper  place.  After 
insjiccting  this  most  splendid  block,  1  measured  it  in  every 
direction,  and  on  returning  to  Florence,  made  several  little 
models  suited  to  its  proportions.  TTicn  1  went  to  Poggio 
a  Caiano,  where  the  Duke  and  Duchess  were  staying,  with 
thdr  ton  the  Prince.  I  found  them  all  at  table,  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  dining  in  a  private  apartment ;  so  I  entered 
into  conversation  with  the  Prince.  We  had  been  speaking 
for  a  long  while,  when  the  Duke,  who  was  In  a  room  adja* 
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cent,  heard  my  voice,  and  condescended  very  gnicioualy  to 
•end  (or  me.  W'hen  I  presented  myself  before  their  £zcel- 
lendcH,  the  Dttchess  addressed  me  in  a  very  pleasant  tone; 
and  having  thu%  opened  llie  cunvcrsation,  I  graditally  in- 
trodiicetl  the  subject  of  that  noble  block  of  marble  I  had 
seen.  I  then  proceeded  to  remark  that  their  ancestors  had 
broufilit  the  magnihcent  school  of  Rocence  to  such  «  pitdi 
of  excellence  only  by  stimulatinn  competition  amons  artists 
in  their  several  branches.  It  was  tliiu  tliat  the  wonderful 
cupola  and  the  Invcly  doors  of  San  Giovanni  had  been  pro- 
duced, together  with  those  multitudes  of  handsome  edifices 
and  statues  which  made  a  crown  of  artistic  glory  for  tlieir 
city  above  anythinn  the  world  had  seen  since  the  days  oi 
the  anoents.  Upon  this  the  Duchess,  with  some  an|^, 
obwrved  that  site  very  well  knew  what  I  meant,  and  tnde 
ms  never  mention  that  t>lock  of  mart>le  in  lier  preKcncc, 
rinoe  she  did  not  like  it.  I  replied :  "So,  tlien,  )-ou  do  not 
like  me  to  act  as  the  altonicy  of  your  Excellencies,  and  to 
do  my  utmost  to  ensure  yoor  l>eing  better  served  ?  Reflect 
upon  it,  my  lady :  if  your  most  illustrious  Excellencies 
think  fit  to  open  the  model  for  a  Neptune  to  competition, 
allhoufcl)  you  are  resolved  to  give  it  to  Bandincllo,  this  will 
DTge  Bandincllo  for  his  own  credit  to  dispby  greater  art 
and  science  than  if  he  knew  he  had  no  rivals.  In  this 
way,  my  princes,  you  wtU  be  far  belter  served,  and  will  not 
discourage  our  school  oj  artists ;  you  will  be  able  to  per- 
ceive wUdi  of  us  is  eager  to  excel  In  tlic  grand  style  ot 
our  noble  calling,  and  will  sliow  yourselvea  prince*  who 
Cfijoy  and  understand  the  fine  arts."  The  Docben,  tn  a  groat 
rage,  told  nte  tliat  I  timl  her  patience  out ;  site  wanted  the 
nvfale  for  Bandincllo,  adding:  "Ask  the  Duke;  tor  hb 
Excallmcy  also  means  Bandincllo  tn  have  it."  When  the 
Ducheaa  had  spoken,  the  Duke,  who  had  kept  silence  up  to 
this  lime,  said:  "Twenty  years  ago  I  had  that  fine  blodc 
quarried  espedalty  for  Bondinello,  and  to  I  mean  that  Ban- 
dincllo shall  have  it  to  do  what  he  hkes  with  it."  I  turned 
to  the  Oiikc  and  spoke  as  follows :  "  My  lord.  I  entreat  ynur 
meet  llhistrioui  Excellency  to  lend  a  patient  hearing  while 
I  speak  four  words  in  your  service."  He  told  me  to  say  ttU 
I  wanted,  and  that  he  would  listen.  Then  I  began  t  "  Yon 
will  nunemtier,  my  lord,  that  the  marble  which  BandincUo 
oaed  (or  his  Hercules  and  Cacus  was  quarried  (or  onr  ia- 
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comparable  Michel  Agnolo  Buonarroti.  He  had  nude  the 
tDodcI  for  a  Samson  with  four  figures,  which  would  have 
been  the  finest  masterpiece  in  the  wliolc  worid  ;  but  your 
BandincUo  got  out  of  it  only  two  figures,  both  itl-execoted 
and  bungled  in  the  worst  manner ;  wherefore  our  school 
still  excbims  againxt  the  great  wrong  which  was  done  to 
that  magnificent  block.  I  believe  that  more  than  a  thoosand 
sonnets  were  put  up  in  abuse  of  that  detesLible  perform- 
ance ;  and  I  know  tliat  your  most  illustrious  Excellency 
rcmc miners  the  fact  ver>"  weU.  Tljerefore,  my  pQwerinl 
prince,  seeing  how  the  men  to  whoac  care  that  work  ms 
entnistcd,  in  their  want  of  taste  and  wisdom,  took  Michel 
Agnolo's  marble  av^-ay  from  him,  and  gave  it  to  Bandinello, 
who  spoilt  it  in  the  wAy  the  whole  world  knows,  oh  I  will 
you  suffer  this  far  mote  splendid  block,  although  it  belongs 
to  Bandinello,  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  that  man  who 
cannot  help  mangling  it,  instead  of  giving  it  to  some  artist 
of  talent  capable  of  doing  it  full  justice  ?  Arrange,  my  lord, 
that  evcr>'  one  who  likes  shall  make  a  model :  have  them 
all  exhibited  to  the  school ;  you  then  wilt  hear  what  the 
school  thinks ;  your  own  good  judgment  will  enable  you  to 
select  the  best ;  in  this  way,  finally,  you  will  not  throw  away 
your  money,  nor  discourage  a  hand  of  artists  the  tike  of 
whom  is  not  to  be  found  at  present  in  the  world,  and  who 
form  the  gIor>'  of  your  mosf  Ulostrious  Excellency." 

The  Duke  listened  u-ith  the  utmost  gradousncss ;  then  be 
n»c  from  uble,  and  turning  to  mc,  said :  "Go,  my  Benvenuto, 
make  a  model,  .ind  eaia  that  fine  marble  for  >'oursclf ;  for 
what  you  say  is  ttie  truth,  and  I  acknowledge  it."  Tb« 
l>i)chess  totuied  her  bead  defianUy,  and  muttered  I  know 
not  what  angr}'  sentences. 

I  made  Ihcm  a  respectful  bow  and  returned  to  Florence, 
burning  with  eagerness  to  set  lianda  upon  my  modeL 
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When  the  Duke  came  to  Florence,  he  sought  me  at  my 
house  willioul  giving  me  previous  notice.  1  sliowed  bim  two 
hlUc  models  ol  diliercnt  design.  Tliough  he  praised  them 
botli,  he  said  (hat  one  of  them  pleased  him  Ijclter  than  the 
other ;  I  was  to  finish  the  one  he  Uked  with  care ;  and  this 
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would  be  to  my  advanlaiic.  Now  his  Excellency  had  alieady 
Kcn  Bandinclio's  dcsigtis,  and  (hose  of  other  scuI|)tors ;  btit, 
as  1  was  informed  by  maoy  of  his  cotirtien  who  had  hcaid 
him,  he  commcDded  mine  far  above  the  rest  Among  oUicr 
matten  wofthy  of  record  and  of  great  weight  apon  thU  point, 
I  will  mention  the  following.  Ttie  Cortlinal  of  Santa  Fiore 
was  on  a  visit  to  Florence,  and  the  Duke  took  him  to  Pogglo 
a  Caiano.  Upon  the  rood,  iiolidng  tlie  marble  ai  he  juvicd, 
llic  Cardinal  praised  it  highly,  tniiiiiring  of  his  Excellency 
for  what  sculptivr  he  intended  It.  Tlic  Duke  replied  at  once  : 
**  For  my  fiicnd  Bcavcnuto,  who  has  made  a  splendid  ntodd 
with  a  iriew  to  it"  This  was  reported  to  me  by  men  whom 
I  could  trust. 

Hearing  what  tlic  Duke  li.id  said.  I  went  to  the  Duchess, 
and  took  her  vome  mult  bits  of  gt^dsmith's  work,  which 
greatly  pir.ised  ber  Excellency.  Then  s>ie  asked  what  I  was 
doing,  and  I  replied :  "  My  bdy,  I  have  taken  in  band  for  my 
pleasure  one  of  the  most  laborious  pieces  wtiidi  tiave  ever 
been  prtxlticed.  It  is  a  Christ  ot  the  whitest  marl>le  set  upon 
a  cross  of  the  blackest,  exactly  ot  the  same  siie  as  a  tall  man. 
She  immediately  inquired  what  I  meant  to  do  witli  it  1 
answered :  "You  must  know,  my  lady,  that  1  would  not  tell 
It  for  two  thousand  golden  ducats ;  it  is  of  such  ditliciilt 
execution  that  I  think  no  man  ever  attempted  the  like  before ; 
nor  would  I  have  undertaken  it  at  the  commission  of  any 
prince  whatever,  for  fear  I  might  prove  inadequate  to  tbo 
task.  1  iMughl  the  marbles  with  my  <]wn  money,  and  tiave 
kept  a  young  man  lomc  two  years  as  my  ^iKUHtant  in  the 
work.  What  with  the  stone,  the  iron  frame  to  hiAd  it  up, 
ud  the  wages,  it  has  cost  me  above  three  hundred  crownx 
Conwqucntly,  1  would  not  sell  it  for  two  thousand.  Hut  if 
your  Bxcdlency  deigns  to  grant  me  a  fi^'our  which  is  wholly 
blameless,  I  shall  be  delighted  to  make  you  a  present  oi  it 
All  I  ask  is  that  your  Bxccilency  will  not  use  your  inltuence 
either  against  or  fur  the  modeb  which  the  Duke  lias  ordered 
ti>  be  mjde  of  the  Neptune  (or  thai  grest  block  of  aurUe." 
She  replied  with  mighty  iitdlgnatlon :  "So  then  you  vah» 
neither  my  help  iiur  my  opposition  f"  "Uii  tl>o  contrary, 
I  value  Uiem  highly,  princess  ;  ur  irtiy  ara  1  uflenng  tn  gin 
you  what  I  value  at  two  tJtuusand  ducats  ?  Hut  1  have  sucb 
OOali<leiicc  in  tny  UImxious  and  well-trained  studies,  that  1 
bope  to  win  the  palm,  cvcu  against  tlie  great  Micbd  Afcaolo 
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Boonarroti,  from  whom  and  from  no  one  else  I  have  leanied 
all  that  I  know.  Indeed,  I  should  be  much  better  pleased 
to  enter  into  compctitioD  with  him  who  knows  so  much 
than  with  those  others  who  know  but  little  of  their  art 
Contcndini;;  with  my  sublime  master,  I  coutd  gain  Uurcb  in 
plenty,  whereas  there  arc  but  few  to  be  reaped  in  a  contest 
with  these  men."  A/ter  I  had  spoken,  she  rose  in  a  half- 
angry  mood,  and  I  returned  to  work  with  all  the  strength  1 
bad  upon  my  modeL 

When  it  was  finished,  the  Duke  came  to  see  it,  bringing' 
with  him  two  ambassadors,  one  from  ttic  Duke  oif  Fcmra, 
the  other  from  the  Signory  of  Lucca.  They  were  delighted, 
and  the  Duke  said  to  those  two  gentlemen :  "  Upon  my 
word,  Benvenuto  deserves  to  have  the  marble."  Then  they 
botli  paid  me  the  highest  compliments,  especially  the  envoy 
from  Lucca,  who  was  a  jicrson  of  accompUshroents  and 
teaming.'  I  had  retired  to  some  distance  in  order  that 
tliey  might  exchanite  opinions  freely :  but  when  I  beard 
tliat  I  was  being  complimented,  I  came  up,  turned  to  the 
Duke,  and  said  :  "  My  lard,  your  most  illustrious  Excellency 
ought  now  to  employ  another  admirat>tc  device :  decree  that 
every  one  who  likes  shall  make  a  model  in  clay,  exactly  of 
the  same  size  as  the  marble  has  to  be.  In  this  way  you 
will  be  able  to  judge  far  better  who  dsrwrvcs  the  commission ; 
and  1  may  obscn'e  that  if  your  Excellency  does  not  give  it 
to  the  sculptor  who  deserves  it,  this  will  not  wrong  the  man 
so  much,  but  will  reflect  great  discredit  upon  yourself,  since 
the  loss  and  shame  will  f^l  on  yoo.  On  the  other  tiand, 
if  you  award  it  to  the  one  who  has  deserved  it,  you  will 
acquire  great  glory  in  the  first  place,  and  will  employ  your 
treasure  welt,  while  artists  will  believe  that  you  appreciale 
and  understand  their  business."  No  sooner  had  1  finlabed 
•pealdng  than  the  Duke  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and  began 
to  move  away.  While  they  were  taking  lca\-e,  the  am* 
bassador  of  Lucca  said  to  the  Duke :  "  Prince,  this  Ben- 
venuto of  yours  is  a  terrible  man  I  "*  The  Duke  responded  : 
"  He  Is  much  more  terrible  than  you  imagine,  and  well  were 
it  for  him  if  lie  were  a  httle  less  terrible ;  then  he  would 
possess  at  the  present  moment  many  things  whidi  he  has 
not  got"    These  precise  words  were  reported  to  tDe  by  the 

'  hobabty  Gifut&mo  LnocbninL 

*  See  Intfodnction,  ch.  ir..  lof  lh«  m«anini;  of  ikc  wotd  OrrMb. 
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envoy,  by  way  o(  chidin;;  and  advising  mc  to  change  my 
omdiict  1  told  him  that  I  had  the  grvatent  wisli  to  oblijie 
my  liml  as  his  aflfectionatc  and  faithftil  Ren-ant,  but  tliat  I 
did  not  Diidcratand  the  arts  of  flattery.  Several  months 
after  this  dale,  Bandinelto  died :  and  it  was  thought  that, 
in  addition  to  his  intemperate  hablUi  of  tifc,  the  morti6ca- 
tion  of  having  protKilily  to  lose  (he  marble  contributed  to 
his  decline. 


» 
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BancUnello  had  rcceis'ed  information  of  the  crudlix  which, 
as  I  have  naid  above,  I  was  now  engaged  upon.  Aocord- 
iogly  he  laid  his  hands  at  once  upon  a  block  of  marble, 
and  produced  the  Picta  which  may  t>e  seen  in  the  church 
of  the  Annunziata.  Now  I  had  offered  my  crucifix  to  S- 
Maria  Novella,  and  had  already  fixed  up  the  iron  damps 
whereby  I  meant  to  fasten  it  against  the  wall.  I  only 
asked  for  pcrmnsion  lu  constntct  a  little  sarcophagus  upon 
tJie  ground  beneath  the  feet  of  Christ,  into  which  I  might 
creep  when  1  was  dead.  The  friars  told  roe  that  they 
could  not  grant  this  without  the  consent  of  their  building 
committee.'  1  replied:  "Good  brethren,  why  did  not  you 
consult  your  committee  t>cfoT«  you  allowed  mc  to  place  my 
crucifix  ?  Without  their  leave  you  suffered  me  to  fix  my 
clamps  and  other  necessary  fittings." 

On  this  account  I  refused  to  give  those  fruits  of  my 
eoonnous  labours  to  the  chtircli  of  S.  Maria  Novella,  even 
tbOQAb  the  overseers  of  the  fabric  came  an<l  t>eKgcd  me  for 
tlie  ctucifiz.  I  tunied  at  once  (o  tlie  church  of  the  Annun- 
ziata,  and  when  1  explained  the  terms  on  which  I  had 
■onght  to  make  a  pcesent  of  it  to  S.  Maria  Novella,  those 
virtuous  friars  of  the  Nnnziata  unanimously  told  me  to 
plioe  it  in  their  church,  and  let  me  m^ikc  my  grave  accord- 
ing to  my  will  and  pleasure.  When  Bandlnello  became 
awve  of  this,  he  set  to  work  with  great  diligence  at  the 
completion  of  his  PietX  and  prayed  the  Duchess  to  get  for 
him  the  chapel  of  the  Faxzi  for  hit  monument.  This  he 
obtained  with  soitm:  difficulty;  and  on  receiving  the  per- 
mission, he  erected  his  I*ietl  with  great  basic.  It  was  mil 
altogether  completed  when  he  died. 
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The  Duchess  tlien  said  Uiat,  eren  as  she  bad  protected 
him  in  life,  ao  would  she  protect  him  in  the  gnve,  and  that 
albeit  be  was  dead,  1  need  never  try  to  get  that  block  ot 
marble.  Apropos  of  which,  the  broker  Bcniardone,  meetiBg 
mc  one  day  in  the  country,  said  that  the  Duchess  had  assigned 
the  nurble.  1  repUcd  :  "Unhappy  piece  of  stoael  la  the 
bands  of  BandincUo  it  would  certainly  have  come  to  grief ; 
bttt  ID  those  of  Am:nanato  its  fate  is  a  hundred  times  wor^e." 
Now  1  had  received  orders  from  the  Duke  to  make  a  clay 
model,  of  the  same  sii«  as  the  marble  vrouJd  allow  ;  he  also 
provided  me  with  wood  and  clay,  set  up  a  sort  of  screen  in  the 
Loggia  where  my  Perseus  stands,  and  paid  me  one  workman. 
I  went  about  my  businc^  witli  all  diligence,  and  constructed 
the  wooden  framcuoik  according  to  my  excellent  system. 
Then  I  brought  the  model  successfully  to  a  coodusion,  with- 
out caring  whether  I  should  have  to  execute  it  in  marine,  sioce 
I  knew  the  Duchess  was  resolved  1  should  not  get  the  com- 
mission. Consequently  I  paid  no  heed  to  that  Only  1  fdt 
very  gla<l  to  undergo  this  labour,  hoping  to  m^dce  the  Duchess, 
who  was  alter  all  a  person  of  intelligence,  as  indeed  I  had  the 
means  of  observing  at  a  later  period,  repent  of  having  done  so 
great  a  wrong  txith  to  the  marble  and  herself.  Giovanni  the 
Fleming  also  made  a  model  in  Uie  cloister  of  S.  Croce ; 
Vinzenzio  Danti  of  Perugia  another  in  the  house  of  Mesaer 
Ottaviano  de'  Media ;  the  son  of  Moschino  began  a  third  at 
Pisa,  and  Bartolommco  Ammanato  a  fourth  in  the  Loggia, 
whidi  we  divided  between  us,' 

When  1  had  lilocked  the  whole  of  mine  out  well,  and 
wanted  to  begin  upon  the  details  of  the  head,  which  1  bad 
already  just  sketched  out  in  outline,  the  Duke  came  down 
from  the  palace,  and  Giorgctto,  the  painter,*  took  him  into 
Ammanato's  workshcd.     I'his  man  had  bc-cn  engaged  there 

I  Glut  Dolopi*.  M  Jtaa  BootloEiie.  *u  ban  u  Douoi  aboot  lua  Ht 
went,  while  k  nty  joaoK  Btn,  M  Rome,  and  ibe*  Ktilcd  at  fIm«oo«, 
Th«t«  be  firM  niQoi  Kpvlatka  bf  a  Vmui  «b!ch  the  I'lince  FnaccKO 
toarhl.  Tb*  NcptuM  ea  tho  pkna  «t  Bolccna,  whkh  b  hi>  aMk.  mf 
pMuabljr  ba*e  bc«a  Baoentcd  Iran  111*  bmmM  m  OMndt  ia  cMBMlltiaQ  ipw 
thMOOcarien.  Vinceoio  Danti  waa  bora  at  PKnUFia  in  IJja  U«  prodoced 
QKbnmNRBtaeof  Po»  Tstiiulir.,«faich  majr  ttlil  b«  tccn  inUt  B»liT«  dij. 
SinMoe  Ckii,  called  II  Mokb.  wai  a  ver]i  tuf  aculptot  who  died  in  1554, 
leanng  ■  mo,  Ftwnottea,  called  II  McMkino,  wbn  wu  alio  •  Kulptw.  uid 
had  teaebed  ibe  we  of  (hinv  al  ihJi  cpock.  It  It  ibcrebre  to  tha  Moachiae 
pcnbabl;  that  CclSnl  rcfen  i 

■  Ubiuki  Vamri 


4 

4 


L-oo*i 


BOOK  SECOND 


m 


I 


with  his  own  hands  Mventl  da>'s,  (n  company  with  Ammanato 
ind  all  hi*  workpeople.  Wliile,  then,  the  Duke  was  inspcct- 
loit  Aaimanatu's  motlt-l,  I  received  intelligence  Ihat  he  seemed 
but  little  pleased  with  it.  la  spite  of  Gioit;ctto's  trj-ing  to 
dose  him  with  hia  (luent  nonsense,  the  Dtikc  shook  liii  head, 
and  turning  to  Messer  Gianstetano,'  cxcUimed  :  "Go  and  aaJc 
Benvcntito  if  his  colossal  statue  is  far  enoujih  forward  fur  him 
to  gratify  us  with  a  glance  at  it"  Messer  Giaiislel^no  dis- 
charged this  embiwsy  witli  great  tnct,  and  in  the  most 
ooarteous  terms.  He  added  that  il  I  did  not  think  my  wock 
quite  ready  to  be  seen  yet,  1  might  say  so  frankly,  since  the 
Duke  knew  well  that  I  had  cn)oyed  but  httlc  assistance  for  so 
Urge  aa  undertaking.  1  rejMiecl  tliat  I  entreated  htm  to  do 
me  the  favour  of  coming ;  for  though  my  model  was  not  far 
advanced,  yet  the  intelligence  of  his  Excellency  would  enable 
him  to  comprcheiKl  perfectly  how  it  was  likely  to  look  when 
hnishcd.  This  kindly  gentleman  took  back  my  message  to 
the  Duke,  who  came  with  pleasure.  No  soonei  had  he 
entered  the  enclosure  and  cast  his  e>'es  upon  my  work,  than 
he  gave  signs  of  being  greatly  satisfied.  Then  he  walked  all 
round  it.  stopping  at  each  of  the  four  pdnU  of  view,  exactly 
U  the  ripest  expert  would  have  done.  Afterwards  he  showed 
by  nods  and  gestures  of  approval  that  it  pleased  him  ;  but  he 
said  no  more  than  this :  "  Benvenuto,  you  have  only  lo  glv-c  a 
Qttle  rariace  to  your  statue."  Then  he  turned  lo  his  attaid- 
ants,  praising  my  performance,  and  saying:  "The  small 
model  which  1  saw  in  his  house  pleased  roe  greatly,  but  this 
has  far  exceeded  it  in  mcriL" 


CII 


It  pleased  God,  who  rules  all  tilings  lor  our  good— I  mean, 
for  those  who  acknowlctlge  and  believe  in  Him ;  such  men 
ocver  fail  to  gain  His  protection — that  about  tliis  time  a 
cerlam  rascal  from  Vecchio  called  Piennaria  d'Anlerigoli, 
and  Bumamed  Lo  Stnetta,  introduced  himself  to  me.  He  is 
a  sbeep-gnuier  ;  and  t>eing  closely  rcUtcd  to  Messer  Guido 
Guidi.  the  physician,  who  is  now  provost  <A  Pescia,  I  lent  ear 
lo  his  proposals.  The  man  offered  to  sell  mc  a  fann  nf  bis 
(or  Ibe  term  of  tny  natural  life.  I  did  not  care  to  go  and  sec 
>  m>UMr  tiisiMniiitn  uui. 
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it,  since  ]  wanted  to  complete  the  model  of  my  colossal 
Neptune.  There  vns  also  no  reason  why  I  should  visit  the 
property,  because  SbietU  only  sold  it  to  me  for  the  income.* 
This  he  had  noted  down  at  so  many  bushels  of  grain,  so 
much  of  wine,  oil,  standing  corn,  chestnuts,  and  other  p«^ 
duce.  I  rcclconed  that,  as  the  market  then  ran,  these  to- 
gether were  worth  something  considerably  over  a  hundred 
golden  crowns  in  gold ;  and  I  paid  him  650  crowns,  which 
included  duties  to  the  state.  Consequently,  when  he  left  a 
mcmoninduni  written  in  his  own  hand,  to  the  cHcct  that  be 
would  always  keep  up  these  products  of  the  farm  in  the  same 
values  during  my  lifetime,  I  did  not  tliink  it  necessary  to 
Inspect  it.  Only  I  made  inquiries,  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
as  to  whether  Sbietta  and  his  brother  Ser  Fihppo  were  weU 
off  enough  to  gi^-c  me  good  security.  Many  |>eraons,  of 
divers  sorts,  who  knew  them,  assured  me  that  my  securitj 
was  excellent  We  ai^ireed  to  call  in  Scr  Fierfrancesoo 
Bertoldi,  notary  at  the  Mercaolaiaia ;  and  at  the  very  first 
I  hitndcd  him  Sl»etta's  memoraitdum,  expecting  that  this 
wuuld  be  recited  in  the  deed.  But  the  notary'  who  drew  k 
up  was  so  occupied  with  detailing  twenty-two  boundaries 
described  by  Sbietta,*  that,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  he  neglected 
to  include  in  the  contract  what  the  vendor  had  proposed  to 
(umisli.  While  be  was  writing.  I  wcut  on  working;  and 
since  it  to(^  him  several  boors,  I  finished  a  good  piece  of 
my  Neptune's  head. 

After  the  contract  was  signed  and  sealed.  Sbietta  began  to 
pay  me  the  most  marked  attentions,  which  I  returned  in  like 
measure.  He  inade  me  presents  of  kids,  dtcesc,  capons, 
fresh  curds,  and  many  sorts  of  fruit,  until  I  began  to  be  almost 
ashamed  of  so  much  kindness.  In  exchange  for  these 
courtesies.  I  alwa>'s  took  him  from  the  inn  to  lodge  with  me 
when  he  came  into  Florence,  often  inviting  a  relative  or  two 
who  happened  to  attend  him.  On  one  of  these  occasions  he 
told  me  with  a  touch  of  pleasantry  that  it  was  really  shameful 
for  me  to  liave  bought  a  farm,  and,  alter  the  lapse  of  so  many 
weeks,  nut  yet  to  have  Icit  my  business  for  three  da>'s  in  tlw 
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*  Wto  Celtiiu  BMsoi  h  that  SbiilU  wa*  to  awik  the  bra.  psrii^  CcHU 
hi  huimI  ntnt.  ll  ftftpcwi  bom  md*  putxvtan  whkli  Immw  that  tb* 
(MMCr  were  lo  be  rak1  la  kind. 

■  Tbe  «rot<i  (H^Mi,  ohkb  1  b*ve  ItsosUMd  intiiJsria,  mtj  BMaa  AstAi^ 
owtfti'wti. 
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V  handi  c4  my  workpeople,  to  m  to  have  come  to  look  at  It 
™  His  wheedlins  words  and  way«  induced  me  to  set  off,  in  b 
hiui  buur  for  roy  welfare,  oii  a  visit  to  liim.  Sbictta  received 
mc  in  his  own  house  with  such  attentions  and  such  honours 
as  a  duke  mi^ht  covcL  His  wife  CLrvssed  mc  even  more  tlian 
he  did ;  and  these  excellent  relations  continued  between  us 

I  until  the  pliins  wliich  he  and  bis  brotfacr  Ser  Fdippo  bad  in 
mind  were  fully  matured. 


an 


Meanwhile  I  did  not  suspend  my  labours  on  the  Neptune, 
which  was  now  tiuite  bl'>ckcd  out  upon  an  excellent  system, 
undiscovered  and  uiikn<juii  before  I  used  it.  Consequently, 
although  [  knew  1  should  not  get  the  marble  for  tlie  reasons 
above  narrated.  I  hoped  to  have  it  soon  completed,  aitd  to 
display  it  on  the  piazza  simply  for  my  satisfaction. 

It  was  a  warm  and  pleasant  season  ;  and  this,  together  with 
the  attentions  of  those  two  rascals,  dispoted  mc  to  set  out  one 
Wednesday,  which  hap|)cncd  ti>  1%  a  double  boUday,  for  my 
countr>-- house  at  Trcs[>iano.'  Having  spent  >ome  lime  over 
an  excellent  lunch,  it  was  past  twenty  o'dock  when  I  reached 
Vicchio.  There,  at  tlie  town-sate.  1  met  Ser  Fitippo,  who 
appeared  to  know  already  whither  1  was  bound.  He  loaded 
me  with  attentions,  and  took  me  to  St>ielta's  houte,  where  I 
found  tlial  fellow's  strumpet  of  a  wife,  who  also  orcruhclmcd 
me  with  caresses.  1  ffivc  the  woman  a  straw  hal  nl  the 
very  liiicst  texture,  the  tike  of  which  slic  told  mc  stie  had 
never  teen.  Still,  up  to  this  time,  Sbictta  tod  not  put  in  bis 
appearance. 

Toward  the  end  of  tbc  afternoon  we  all  tat  down  to  supper 
in  excellent  spirits.  Later  on,  tlicy  ^ave  ine  a  well-appointed 
l)edroom,  where  1  went  to  rest  in  a  bod  of  tlic  most  perfect 
dcarUincss.  Uotli  of  my  servants,  accordlna  to  their  rank, 
were  equally  well  treated.  On  the  morrow,  wbfiB  I  rose,  the 
tune  attentions  were  paid  me.  1  went  to  aee  my  farm,  which 
pleased  mc  much  :  and  tlien  1  had  some  quantJtlet  of  grain 
and  other  produce  banded  over.  But  when  I  relumed  to 
Vicchio,  the  priest  Ser  Filippo  said  to  me  :  "  Bcnvenuto,  do 

■  rtvm  CdHolli  /ti<»^t  (I  ttfnn  ilwi  W  boothi  •  hm  «  d*  vW^s 
DiirJi'««l  of  nortnot.  on  Uciobcr  i6.  IJ4S.  la  lijlikt  shaMNlMasdlwi 
tk*r«. 
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Dot  be  nneasyi  nlthouch  >-ou  have  not  found  here  quite  evejy 
thiog  you  had  (he  Hgtit  to  look  for,  yet  put  yoor  mind  to 
rest ;  it  will  be  amply  made  up  in  tlie  future,  for  fou  have  to 
deal  with  honest  folk.  You  ouf^t,  l>y  the  way,  to  know  that 
wc  have  sent  that  labourer  away,  bccaose  be  was  a  scouodreL" 
The  labourer  in  question  bore  the  name  of  Mariano  Ro«c^ ; 
and  this  man  now  kept  frcqucnity  repeating  in  my  car :  "  Look 
well  after  yourscU  ;  in  the  end  you  will  discover  which  of  as 
here  is  the  greatest  villain."  The  country-fellow,  when  be 
spoke  those  words,  smiled  with  an  e\-i]  Idnd  of  sneer,  and 
jerked  his  head  as  though  to  say :  "  Only  go  up  there,  and  yon 
will  And  out  for  yourwlf." 

I  was  to  some  extent  tmfavourably  influenced  by  Iheae 
hints,  yet  f.ir  from  forming  a  conception  of  what  actually  hap- 
pened to  me.  So,  when  1  returned  from  the  farm,  which  is 
two  miles  distant  from  Vicchio,  toward  the  Alpt,'  I  met  the 
priest,  who  was  waiting  for  me  with  his  customary  politeness. 
We  then  sat  down  tojjelher  to  breakfast ;  It  was  not  so  much 
a  dinner  as  an  excellent  collation.  Afterwards  1  took  a  walk 
through  Viccliio — the  market  had  jiat  oi%ned — and  noticed 
liow  all  the  inhabitants  fixed  their  eyes  upon  me,  as  on  some- 
tliing  strange.  This  struck  me  particularly  in  the  case  of  a 
worthy  old  man.  who  has  been  living  for  many  )*ears  at  Vicchio, 
and  whose  wife  takes  bread  (or  sale.  He  owns  some  good 
property  at  (be  distance  of  about  a  mile;  however,  lie  prefers 
this  mode  of  life,  and  occupies  a  house  which  belongs  to  me  in 
Uic  town  of  Vicchio.  This  had  been  consigned  to  me  together 
with  the  farm  above  mentioned,  which  bears  the  name  of 
Uella  Fontc.  'I'hc  worthy  old  man  spoke  as  follows  :  "  I  am 
living  in  your  house,  and  when  it  falls  due  I  shall  pay  you  your 
rent ;  but  if  you  want  it  earlier,  I  will  act  according  to  your 
wishes.  You  may  reckon  on  never  having  any  disputes  with 
me."  Uliile  we  were  thus  talking  I  noticed  that  he  looked 
me  hard  in  the  face,  which  compelled  roe  to  address  him  thus: 
"  Prithee,  tell  me,  friend  Giovanni,  why  you  have  more  than 
once  stared  at  me  in  that  way?"  He  replied:  "1  am  quite 
willing  to  tell  you,  if,  being  the  man  of  worth  I  take  >-ou  for, 
you  will  promise  not  to  say  that  I  have  told  you."  I  gave  the 
pconuse  and  he  proceeded  :  "You  must  know  then  that  that 
worthless  priest,  Scr  Filippo,  not  many  days  since,  went  about 

>  TV  Alpi  ut  bi^  moaeUin  putnns  in  ibc  Apcn&lacfc 
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boasting  of  his  brother  ShictU'sdevemcu,  and  tcTlint!  bow  he 
had  sold  his  farm  to  :m  old  nun  iur  his  lifetime,  aiid  Uiat  the 
purchaser  could  hardly  Uve  the  year  out  You  have  got  mixed 
up  with  a  let  o(  rojiuci :  therefore  take  heed  to  living  as  long 
as  you  are  nble,  and  keep  your  eyes  open,  for  yoa  have  Deed 
ol  it    I  do  not  choose  to  say  more." 


I 
I 


CIV 

During  my  promenade  through  the  market,  1  met  Gioran 
BaltiatA  Santini,  and  he  and  I  were  takso  bock  to  supper 
by  the  priesL  As  I  have  related  above,  we  supped  at  the 
early  hour  of  twenty,  t)ecause  I  nude  it  known  thai  I  meant 
to  return  to  Tresptano.  Acconhngly  they  made  all  ready; 
tlie  wife  of  Sbielta  went  buithni;  atxjul  in  the  company  of 
one  Cecchino  Bull,  their  knave  of  all  work.  After  tlie  salads 
had  been  mixed  and  we  were  preparing  to  sit  down  to 
table,  that  evil  priest,  with  a  cerbiln  nasty  sort  of  grin,  ex- 
claimed ;  **  I  must  beg  you  to  excuse  me,  (or  I  cannot  Hup 
with  you ;  the  reason  la  Uiat  some  butinew  of  imt»>rtance 
haa  occurred  which  I  mu^l  transact  for  my  brother  Sbtctt^i. 
In  bis  ab»ence  I  am  obliged  to  act  (or  him."  We  all 
begged  him  to  stay,  btit  could  not  itlter  his  dctcfminatioo ; 
so  he  departed  and  we  began  our  supper.  After  we  had 
eaten  the  salads  oo  some  oommoa  plattcn,  and  Ibey  were 
preparing  to  serve  the  tmUcd  meat,  each  guest  received  a 
porringer  fur  himself.  Sontini,  who  was  scaled  opporita 
mc  at  table,  cxcl.iimod:  "Do  you  notice  that  the  crockery 
tiiey  give  you  is  different  from  Uio  mt  ?  Did  you  evor  sec 
anything  handsomer  ? "  I  answered  that  I  had  not  noticed 
iL  He  also  prayed  me  to  invite  Sbictta's  wife  to  sit  down 
with  OS ;  for  she  and  thai  Cecchlno  Buti  kept  running 
hither  and  thither  in  the  moat  exinordinary  fuss  and  hurry. 
At  Lut  1  induced  the  wroman  to  join  oa ;  when  she  began 
to  temonatrate :  "  You  do  not  Ulcc  my  vicb)al%  ance  you  eat 
little."  I  answered  by  praising  the  supper  over  and  over 
■gain,  and  saying  that  I  had  never  eaten  better  or  with 
bearlier  appetite.  Finally,  I  told  her  that  I  had  eaten  quite 
enuuith.  1  could  not  imagine  why  she  urged  me  so  per- 
■fstenlly  to  eaL  After  supper  WM  over,  and  it  was  past 
tb«  hour  of   twaity-ooe.   1   becMBC  aajdotn  to  rvlura  to 
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Trespiano,  ia  oMer  that  1  might  recommence  my  worit  do! 
morning  in  the  Loggia.  Accordingly  I  txtde  EarcwcU  b 
all  the  company,  and  having  thanked  our  hostcsB,  tocJi  e| 
leave. 

I  had  not  gone  three  miles  before  I  felt  as  thoogli  o? 
stomach  wax  on  lire,  and  suilcrcd  such  pain  that  it  teeai 
a  tliousand  years  till  1  arrived  at  Trespiano.  Howem<  i 
pleased  God  tliat  1  reached  it  aitcr  □Ightf.-ill  with  greu  vi 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  my  farm,  where  [  went » 
bed.  During  the  night  I  got  no  steep,  and  vns  coutvUI) 
disturbed  by  motions  of  my  boweta.  When  day  brofe 
feeling  an  intense  heat  in  the  rectum,  I  looked  eigesij  t 
sec  what  this  might  mean,  and  found  the  cloUi  covmi 
with  blood.  Then  in  a  moment  I  conceived  that  I  h*J 
eaten  sometliing  poisonous,  and  racked  my  brains  to  thiti 
what  it  could  possibly  have  been.  It  caine  back  to  coy 
memory  how  Sbietta's  wife  had  set  before  me  plate}.ii>l 
porringers,  and  saucers  different  from  the  others,  and  W 
that  evil  priest,  Sbietta's  brother,  after  giving  himself  sod 
pains  to  do  me  honour,  had  yet  refused  to  sup  with  a 
rurthcrmore,  1  remembered  what  tlic  priest  had  s:ud  abotf 
Sbietta's  doing  such  a  line  stroke  uf  business  by  the  sale  ti 
his  (arm  to  an  old  man  (or  life,  who  could  not  t>e  eapcclcd 
to  survive  a  ye:ir.  Giovanni  Sardella  had  reported  that 
words  to  me.  All  things  considered,  I  made  my  mind  tp 
that  they  must  have  administered  a  dose  of  fmbHtif 
in  tlic  Kiuce,  whidi  w:ts  very  well  made  and  pleasant  Is 
the  taste,  inasmuch  as  subhniate  produces  all  tlie  symptomi  1 
was  suffering  from.  Now  it  is  my  custom  to  take  but  UtUt 
sauce  or  seiisoning  with  my  meat,  excepting  salt ;  and  yet  I 
had  eaten  two  moderate  moulhfuls  of  that  sauce  becauK  i 
was  so  tasteful.  On  further  thinking,  I  recollected  h<nr 
often  that  wife  of  Sbictia  had  teased  me  in  a  hundred  wsji 
to  partake  more  freely  of  the  Muce.  On  tliese  acconnti  I 
felt  absolutely  certain  tliat  they  had  given  me  sublimate  ia 
that  very  dish. 


CV 


Albeit  I  was  suffering  so  severely,  I  forced  mysdl  to 
work  upon  my  Colossus  in  the  Loggia ;  but  after  a  fe« 
days  1  succumbed  to  the  malady  and  took  to  my  bed.    No 
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tooner  did  the  Duchess  h«u-  tltat  I  wu  ill,  than  she  caused 
the  execution  of  that  unlucky  inAtbte  to  be  assiffned  to 
Bartolommco  Amnunato.'  He  mhI  wonl  tr>  me  through 
Mester  ....  Living  in  ...  .  Street,  that  I  miKhl  now  do  whvt 
I  liked  with  my  model  since  he  had  won  the  nurble.  Tliii 
Messer  ....  was  one  of  the  lovers  of  Bartolommeo  Amma- 
nato's  wile ;  and  being  the  most  favoured  on  accotmt  of  hJs 
Kentlc  manocn  and  discretion,  Ammanata  nude  things  easy 
for  him.  There  would  be  much  to  say  upon  tiiis  topic ; 
however,  1  do  not  care  to  imitate  hia  mislcr,  IlandincUo, 
who  always  wandered  from  the  subject  in  his  talk.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  I  ItAil  Amiiunato'i  mcsteiiKer  I  had  always 
imagined  it  would  lunt  out  thus ;  let  the  man  strain  himself 
to  the  utmost  in  proof  of  gratitude  to  Portuiie  for  w  (preat 
a  favour  M>  undeservedly  conferred  on  him  by  licr. 

All  UiiH  while  I  stayed  with  soriy  cheer  in  bed,  and  was 
ittended  by  that  most  exceltcnt  man  and  physician  Maestro 
Pnaceaco  da  Mo:itcvarchi.  I'ogcthcr  with  htro  Maeslro 
Raffaello  de'  l*illi  undertook  the  surgical  part  of  my  caw, 
forasmuch  as  the  sublimate  had  so  corroded  the  intestines 
thai  I  was  unable  to  retain  my  motions.  When  Maestn> 
Francesco  saw  that  the  poison  had  exerted  all  iu  strength, 
t>cinK  indeed  insufficient  in  quantity  to  overcome  my  vigorous 
constitution,  he  Kiid  <inc  tUy :  "  Bcnvenulo,  return  thanks  to 
Uod,  for  you  have  won  the  ballle.  Have  no  anxiety,  stnoe 
I  meaii  to  cure  you  In  sfitc  of  tlie  rogues  who  souii^t  to 
work  your  ruin."  Maestro  RaffacIIo  then  put  in:  "This 
will  be  one  of  tlie  finest  and  most  difficult  cures  which  was 
«*er  bean)  ot:  for  I  can  tell  you,  Kcnvenuto,  that  you 
swallowed  s  good  mouthful  of  subllnulc."  Tbereapon 
lUdatro  I-'ninccsco  took  him  up  and  said :  "  It  may  potuibly 
have  been  some  venomous  caterpUlar."  I  rcphed :  "  I  know 
for  ccrtitio  what  sort  of  poison  it  was,  and  who  ((ave  It  to 
me;"  u|>on  which  we  all  were  silent.  They  attended  mo 
more  Uum  six  full  months,  and  1  remained  mure  tlun  a 
whole  year  before  I  ooold  enjoy  my  hfc  and  tigoat. 
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entered  into  the  affair  ol  Sbielta  and  spoke  as  follows :  "  U) 
lord,  I  should  lik«  to  narrate  to  j-our  naosl  illustrious  Excel- 
lency a  very  sinKular  incident,  wliich  will  explain  why  I  was 
prevented  from  finishing  that  clay  model  o(  Neptune  oo 
wtiid)  1  was  working  in  the  Loggia.     Your  Excellency  mutt 

know  that  I  bought  a  farm  for  my  life  from  Sbictla "     To 

cot  tbe  matter  short,  [  related  the  whole  stocy  in  detail,  with- 
out oootaminsting  truth  with  falsehood.  Now  when  I  cam« 
to  the  poison,  I  remarked  that  if  I  had  ever  proved  an  accept- 
able servant  in  the  sight  of  his  most  illustrious  Excellency,  be 
ought  not  to  punish  Sbtetta  or  thoK  who  administered  the 
poison,  but  rather  to  confer  upon  them  some  great  benefit,  inas- 
iBDCh  as  the  poison  ^»'as  not  enough  to  kill  me,  but  had  exactly 
sufficed  to  cleanse  me  of  a  mortal  viscosity  from  which  1  suf- 
fered in  my  stomach  and  intestines,  "  The  poison,"  quoth  1, 
"  worked  so  well,  lliat  whereas,  before  I  took  it,  I  had  perhaps 
but  three  or  four  years  to  live,  I  verily  bcliexx  now  that  it  has 
helped  me  to  more  than  twenty  years  by  bettering  my  con- 
ttitutioru  For  this  mercy  I  return  thanks  to  God  with  greater 
heartiness  than  ever ;  and  this  proves  that  a  proxxrb  I  ha« 
sometimes  heard  spoken  is  true,  which  runs  as  follows : — 

'  God  scad  ai  evil  that  may  vork  os  good' " 

The  Duke  listened  to  my  stor)'  Uirough  more  than  two  rnOes 
of  travel,  keeping  his  attention  lixed,  and  only  uttering :  "  Ob, 
the  villains  I"  1  said.in  conclusion,  th;tl  1  felt  obliged  to  them, 
and  opened  other  and  more  cheerful  subjects  of  convcrsatioo. 

I  kept  upon  the  loofc-oat  (or  a  convenient  day ;  and  when  I 
found  him  well  disposed  for  what  1  wanted,  1  entreated  fats 
most  illustrious  Excellency  to  dismiss  me  in  a  frieftdly  spirit, 
so  that  1  might  not  have  to  waste  the  few  years  in  which  I 
sliould  be  fit  to  do  anything.  As  for  the  bahmce  due  upon  my 
Perseus,  he  might  K'^'e  this  to  me  when  he  judged  it  oppor- 
tune. Such  was  ttie  pith  of  my  discourse :  but  I  expanded  it 
with  lengthy  comphments,  expressing  my  gratitude  toward 
his  most  illustrious  Excellency.  To  all  this  he  made  abso- 
lutely no  answer,  but  rather  seemed  to  have  taken  my  com- 
munication lIL  On  tlie  following  day  Heaser  Bartnlommeo 
Concino,'  ore  of  Ihe  Duke's  secretaries,  and  aowng  the  chiefrsl. 

'  Tliit  man  w%i  (h<  kw  tJ  t  jinnal  ml  Tenuncr**,  ia  Valduno,  lb 
Mitnind  pieit  weolih  and  hoooat  at  Ihe  couit  o(  Dukc  Co^no,  asd  wasfnud 
falhei  o(  UK  auloriom  MaiMul  d'Aacre. 
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had  recoDfie  to  the  Lords  Counsellon.  At  that  time 
csser  Alfon«o  Quistello  was  still  alive  and  Chancellor  of 
c  Exchequer ;  he  sat  upon  the  Board,  which  included 
vcntrdo  Sem«tori  and  Pederigo  tie'  Kicci.  I  cannot  re- 
eml>er  the  naniefl  of  all  oi  them,  liut  I  know  that  one  of 
e  Alessandri  was  i  member.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  coun- 
llors  of  that  session  were  men  of  wei^t  and  worth.  When 
had  explained  my  cause  to  the  magistrac>-,  they  all  with 
,e  voice  ruled  that  Sbictta  should  give  me  back  my  money, 
except  Fedcngo  dc'  Kicci,  who  was  then  employing  the 
fellow  himself ;  the  others  unanimously  expressed  sorrow  to 
me  that  Fe<lengo  de'  Ricci  prevented  them  from  despatching 
the  affair.  Averardo  Serristori  and  Alessandri  in  particular 
ide  a  tremendous  stir  about  it,  but  Federigo  managed  to 
rotect  matters  until  the  magistracy  went  out  of  office ; 
hereupon  Serristori,  meeting  mc  one  moniing  after  they 
jid  come  mit  upon  the  Pia7.za  dcU'  Annunziata,  cried  aloud, 
ithout  tlie  least  regard  tn  consequences:  "Federigo  de' 
od  has  been  so  much  stronger  than  all  of  us  put  together 
t  you  have  been  massacred  against  our  will."  I  do  not 
tend  to  say  more  upon  this  topdc,  since  it  would  be  too 
ensive  to  the  supreme  autliorities  of  slate ;  enough  that  I 
cnielly  wronged  at  tlic  will  of  a  rich  catizen,  only  because 
he  made  use  of  that  sheplicrd -fellow. 


CVIII 

The  Duke  was  staying  at  Livomo,  where  I  went  to  visit 
him  in  order  merely  to  obtaiu  release  from  his  service.  Now 
that  I  felt  my  vigour  returning,  and  saw  that  I  vraa  used  for 
aotbing,  it  pained  mc  to  lose  time  which  ought  to  have  been 
spent  upon  my  art.  1  made  my  mind  up,  therefore,  went  to 
Livomo,  and  found  my  prince,  who  received  me  with  exceed- 
ing graciousness.  Now  1  stayed  there  several  days,  and  went 
out  nding  daily  witli  his  Excellency.  Consequently  I  had 
excellent  oppoitunitics  for  saying  ail  I  wanted,  since  it  was 
the  Duke's  custom  to  ride  four  miles  out  of  Livomo  along  the 
sea-coast  to  the  point  where  be  was  erecting  a  little  fort  Not 
caring  to  t>e  troubled  with  a  crowd  of  people,  he  Uked  me 
to  converse  with  him.  So  then,  on  one  of  these  occasions, 
having  observed  him  pay  me  some  remarkable  attentions,  I 
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entered  into  the  affair  of  Sbielta  and  spoke  as  foUowi :  "  U( 
lord,  1  should  like  lo  narrate  to  your  most  ilhiKtrioin  Exot 
Icncy  a  ver>'  singular  inddcIl^  wliich  will  explain  why  I  wm 
pfevented  from  lini&hing  that  day  model  of  Neptune  co 
which  1  was  working  in  the  Loggia.     Your  ExceUency  mel 

know  that  1  bought  a  farm  for  my  life  from  Sbietta "    To 

cut  tlie  matter  short,  I  related  the  whole  story  In  detail,  with- 
out contaminating  truth  with  falsehood.  Now  m  hen  I  one 
to  the  poison.  1  rcmarke<l  that  if  I  had  e\-cr  provetl  an  acceF* 
able  servant  in  t)ie  sight  »(  his  moKt  illustrious  Excellency,  tc 
ought  not  to  punish  Sbietia  or  those  who  administered  tbe 
poison,  but  rather  to  confer  upon  them  some  great  t^cnefit,  inas- 
much as  the  poison  was  not  enough  to  kill  me,  but  bad  exact); 
sufficed  to  clcanac  mc  of  a  mortal  viscosity  from  which  I  suf- 
fered in  my  stomach  and  intestines.  '"  The  poison."  quoth  1. 
"  worked  so  well,  that  whereas,  before  I  took  it.  I  had  peihajn 
Iwl  three  or  four  yeaiB  to  live,  1  verily  believe  now  that  it  bu 
helped  mc  to  more  than  twenty  years  by  bettering  my  con- 
stitution. For  this  mercy  1  return  thanks  to  God  with  greala 
heartiness  than  ever ;  and  this  p^o^'es  that  a  proverb  I  hue 
sometimes  heard  spoken  is  true,  which  mns  as  follows  ^ 

'  God  tend  ni  evil  that  may  vor k  us  good.' " 

Tlie  Duke  hstencd  to  my  stor)'  through  more  than  two  mi! 
of  travel,  keeping  his  attention  lixcd,  and  only  uttering ;  " 
tlie  villains  I "    I  said,  in  conclusion,  that  1  felt  obliged  to  theoC 
and  opened  other  and  more  cheerful  subjects  of  conversation. 

I  kept  upon  the  look-oat  for  a  convenient  day ;  and  when  I 
found  him  well  disposed  for  what  1  wanted,  1  entreated  hti 
most  illustrious  Excellency  to  dismiss  me  in  a  friendly  spirit, 
so  that  I  might  not  have  to  waste  the  few  years  Jn  which  I 
should  be  fit  to  do  anything.  As  for  the  balance  due  upon  my 
Perseus,  he  might  give  this  to  mc  when  he  judged  it  oppor- 
tune. Such  was  the  pith  of  my  discourse  :  but  I  expanded  it 
with  lengthy  compliments,  expressing  my  gratitude  toward 
his  most  illustrious  Excellency.  To  all  this  he  made  abso- 
lutely no  answer,  but  rather  seemed  to  have  taken  my  com- 
municatioo  ill.  On  the  following  day  Messer  Bartotommco 
Concino,'  one  of  the  Duke's  secretaries,  and  among  the  chiefest. 

'  TliU  niftn  wu  the  uxi  of  *  peaunl  at  Trmmors,  in  Va|<lafDa.     H< 
■oqiiW>l  emt  «c*lih  xnJ  hunouc  ai  the  cniitt  of  Dnkw  Corimo,  and  • 
ixian  al  ihc  nutoririui  Marfclwl  (I'Aacn. 
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>me  to  Ric,  and  said  with  somewhat  of  a  bull>-ing  air : 
'The  Duke  bids  me  tell  yoo  that  if  you  want  your  dismissal, 
be  will  grant  it ;  t>ut  if  you  choose  work,  he  will  ^ivc  you 
ilcntyj  God  gi'ant  you  may  have  the  power  to  execute  alt  he 
icre."  I  rcphcd  that  I  dcsiicd  nothing  more  than  work  to 
and  would  rather  take  it  from  the  Duke  thau  from  any 
in  whatever  in  the  world.  Whether  they  were  popes, 
emperors,  or  kings,  I  should  prefer  to  serve  his  most  illns- 
rioiix  Excellency  (or  a  halfpenny  than  any  of  the  rest  of  them 
{or  a  ducat  He  then  remarked  :  "  if  that  is  your  mind,  you 
nd  he  liave  strtuk  a  bargain  without  the  need  of  further 
cech.  So,  then,  go  hack  tu  Florence,  and  lie  imcoi>cemed  ; 
rrely  on  the  Duke's  goodwill  toward*  you."  Accordingly  I 
made  my  way  again  to  Plor ence. 


CIX 


Immediately  after  my  arrival,  there  came  to  visit  me  a 
certain  KaElacllone  Schcggia.  whose  trade  was  Itiat  of  a  clolh- 
of-gold  weaver.  He  began  thus:  "My  Benvcnuto,  I  should 
like  to  reconcile  you  with  Piemiaria  Sbtctta."  I  replied  that 
notx>dy  could  settle  the  aftairs  between  us  except  (lie  Lords 
L  Coooseltors ;  in  the  present  court  Sbictta  would  not  have  a 
fFedcrigo  de'  Ricd  to  support  him,  a  man  willing,  for  the 
bribe  of  a  couple  of  fatted  k^ds,  without  respect  of  God  or 
of  his  honour,  to  l>ack  so  infamous  a  cause  and  do  so  vile  a 
wrong  to  sacred  justice.  Wlien  I  had  uttered  these  words, 
and  many  others  to  the  like  cRect,  Raffaello  kept  on  blandly 
urging  that  it  was  far  better  to  eat  a  thrush  in  peace  than  to 
bring  a  fat  capon  to  one's  table,  even  though  one  were  quite 
sure  to  get  it,  after  a  hot  fight,  f^c  further  reminded  me  (hat 
tawsuits  had  a  certain  way  of  dragging  on,  and  that  1  could 
employ  the  time  far  better  upon  some  toaetcipi<xx  of  art, 
which  would  bring  me  not  only  greater  honour,  but  greater 
profit  to  boot  I  knew  that  he  was  speaking  the  mere  truth, 
and  began  to  lend  ear  to  his  arguments.  Before  long,  there- 
fore, we  arranged  the  matter  in  this  way :  Sbietta  was  to  rent 
Uie  farm  from  me  at  seventy  golden  crowns  in  gold  the  year 
during  the  whole  term  of  my  natural  life.  But  when  we 
came  to  the  contiact,  which  was  drawn  up  by  Ser  Giovarmi. 
•on  of  Ser  Mattco  da  Falgano,  Sbietu  objected  Uiat  the  temis 


*-'Uoy 


¥P 


LIFE  OF  BENVENUTO  CELLINI 


we  had  agreed  on  would  involve  our  p3>-ine  the  larget 
to  the  revenue.  He  was  not  going  to  break  his  word  j 
lore  we  had  t>etter  draw  the  leoHcTor  five  years,  to  be  re 
on  the  expiry  o(  the  term.  He  undertook  t<>  abide 
protni^  to  renew,  without  raising  further  litif;atiDR. 
rascal,  the  priest,  his  brother,  entered  into  similar  ( 
meats ;  and  so  the  lease  was  drawn  for  five  yean. 


C3C 

Though  1  waiit  to  enter  upon  other  topics,  and  tt 
all  tlii.s  ruscality  alone  awhile,  1  am  forced  to  narrati 
happened  at  the  termination  of  lliis  five  years'  contrac 
st^d  of  abiding  by  their  promised  word,  those  two 
declared  they  meant  to  give  me  up  nty  farm,  and  wot 
keep  it  any  longer  upon  lease.  I  not  unnaturally  comp 
but  tliey  retorted  by  ostentatiously  unfolding  the  dee* 
I  found  myself  without  any  defence  aR.-uiist  their  chf 
When  it  c-ime  to  tliis,  I  toid  tliem  that  tlie  Duke  and 
of  Florence  would  not  suffer  folk  to  be  so  infamousi; 
sacred  in  their  cities.  That  menace  worked  so  fi 
upon  their  minds  that  they  once  more  despatched 
Scheggia,  the  same  man  who  negotiated  the  former  a: 
ment.  I  must  add  that  they  professed  their  unwillii 
to  pay  the  same  rent  of  seventy  crowns  as  during  tb 
years  past,  while  1  replied  that  I  would  not  t.-Uce  a  fa 
toss.  So  then  Ra^aello  came  to  look  me  up,  and  3p< 
this  effect :  "  My  Benvcnuto,  you  know  tliat  I  am  act 
your  tnleresL  Now  tlicsc  men  have  placed  thcmsclvi 
tfrely  In  my  hands ; "  and  he  showed  me  a  writing  t 
effect  signed  by  tlicm.  Not  being  aware  that  he  waa 
close  rclalivc.  I  thought  he  would  be  an  excellent  arbiq 
and  therefore  placed  myself  also  at>solutcly  in  his  I 
This  man  of  delicate  honour  then  came  one  evening 
a  half  hour  after  stmset,  in  the  mootli  of  August,  and  im 
me  with  the  stronRest  pressure  to  draw  up  the  contrud 
and  there.  He  did  so  because  he  knew  that  If  he  waiu 
the  morning,  tlie  deceit  he  wisiicd  to  piactise  on  me 
have  failed.  Accordingly  the  deed  was  executed,  t 
effect  tliat  they  were  to  pay  me  a  rent  of  sixty-five  ci 
in  two  tialf-ycaily  instalments,  during  tlie  term  of  my 
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life.  Notwithstandins  I  rebelled  againit  It,  and  refuted  to 
sit  down  quietl)^  und«r  Hie  injosticc.  all  was  to  no  purpoae, 
KaSacllo  ciliit>ited  my  sifrnature,  and  every  one  took  part 
■fliinst  me.  Al  Ihc  aame  time  he  went  on  prntesting  tliat  he 
acted  altogether  in  my  intercut  and  aa  my  supporter.  Neither 
the  notjiry  aor  any  otliciH  who  heard  of  the  affair,  knew  that 
he  WM  a  rebtivo  of  those  two  rogues ;  »o  they  told  me  I  was 
in  the  wronit  Accordingly,  I  was  forced  to  yield  with  the 
best  grace  I  could  ;  and  what  1  have  now  to  do  la  to  live  aa 
long  aa  I  can  manage. 

Close  after  tliesc  events,  that  ti  to  tay,  in  the  December 
of  t$66  following,  1  made  another  blunder.  1  bought  half 
of  the  farm  Del  f'oRgio  lioin  llicm,  or  ralher  from  Sbietta, 
(or  two  hundred  crowns.*  It  marches  with  my  property  of 
La  Fomtc.  Our  terms  were  that  the  estate  should  revert  al 
Ibe  term  of  three  ycai^'  and  I  gave  them  a  Icaco  of  it  1 
did  this  (or  the  best ;  but  I  sliotild  have  to  dilate  too  lemg 
upon  the  topic  were  I  to  enter  into  all  the  rascalities  they 
ptiKtiiwd  on  me.  Thcicf'ire,  I  refer  ny  caitse  entirely  to 
Uud,  knowing  tliat  He  hath  ever  dcfeaded  me  from  Uiose 
who  sought  to  do  me  mischief. 


C3CI 

Having  (juilc  completed  my  crucifia,  I  tboogbt  that  U  I 
raixcd  it  to  some  feci  alxivc  tJie  gi>»und.  it  wonld  show  botlcr 
than  it  did  upon  a  lower  level.  After  I  had  done  w>,  it  pro- 
duced a  far  hner  effect  than  c%'cii  It  Ikid  made  before,  and  t 
was  greatly  aatitlied.  So  then  I  began  to  exhibit  it  to  every 
one  who  liad  tlie  mind  to  ice  it. 

As  God  willed,  the  Duke  and  the  DucheH  beard  nbool 
it.  On  their  arrival  then  from  Pb*,  both  their  F.xccllencies 
arrive<l  one  day  quite  unexpectcdljr,  attended  by  ull  the 
nobles  o(  their  court,  vritb  the  aole  purpose  of  Inipcctlng  niy 
crudfix.  They  were  so  much  delighted,  that  cadi  of  these 
princes  lavished  cndleas  praises  on  it,  and  all  the  luids  mod 
gentlcfulk  of  their  sultce  joined  in  chorus.  Now,  when  I 
■aw  how  greatly  Ihejr  were  taken  with  tlic  piece,  I  began  lo 

>  -IiWK  <V  mmtt4.  not  r*rm. 

*  Thk  Mmu  to  be  tbr  iM9>liv  ol  nmfrun  t»m  Hwrrr  H  trt  umml.  CKIIal 
•iKwhut  ••(•  tb«  •qwrakiK  mat  fttlt  nfl^tim.    Km  T—ti,  nil.  U.  ^  JS^ 
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thank  them  with  n  toudi  of  humour,  saying  that,  if  they  liad 
not  reftiMd  me  the  marble  for  the  Neptune,  I  should  never 
have  undcitaken  so  ardiKius  a  task,  tlie  like  whereof  bad  not 
been  attempted  by  any  sculptor  before  me.  "  it  is  true,"  I 
added,  "that  this  cructlix  has  cost  me  hours  of  unimagin- 
able labour :  yet  they  have  been  well  expended,  especially 
now  when  your  most  illustrious  Excellencies  have  bestowed 
such  praises  on  it.  I  cannot  hope  to  6nd  possessors  of  it 
worthier  than  you  are  ;  therefore  I  gladly  present  it  to  you 
as  a  gift." ' 

After  speaking  to  this  efFect,  I  pra>-ed  them,  before  they 
took  their  leave,  to  deii^n  to  follow  me  into  the  ground-tloor 
of  my  dwelling.  They  rose  at  once  willi  genial  assent,  left 
the  workshop,  and  on  entering  tlie  house,  t>elield  my  little 
model  of  the  Neptune  and  the  fountain,  which  had  not  yet 
been  seen  by  the  Duchess.  This  struck  her  witli  such  force 
that  she  raised  a  crj'  of  indescribable  astonishment,  and 
turning  to  the  Duke,  exclaimed :  "  Upon  my  life,  1  never 
dreamed  it  could  be  one-tenth  part  so  beautiful!"  The 
Duke  replied  by  repeating  more  than  once :  "  Did  I  not  tell 
you  so?"  Thus  they  continued  talking  together  for  some 
while  greatly  in  my  honour.  Aftcru-ards  the  Duchesa  called 
mc  to  her  side  ;  and  when  she  h;id  uttered  many  expreathms 
of  praise  which  sounded  like  excuses  (they  might  indeed 
have  been  construed  into  :i$king  for  forgiveness),  she  ttrfd 
mc  that  she  should  like  me  to  quarry  a  block  of  marble  to 
my  taste,  and  then  to  execute  the  work.  In  reply  to  tliese  ^^ 
gracious  speeches  I  said  that,  if  their  most  illustrious  Ex-  ^| 
oellendes  would  provide  mc  with  the  necessary  accom-  ™ 
modations,  t  should  gladly  for  their  sakcs  put  my  hand  to 
such  an  arduous  undertaking.  The  Diikc  responded  on  the 
momerit :  "  Benvcnuto,  you  shall  have  all  the  accommodations 
>x)u  can  ask  for ;  and  I  wUl  myself  give  you  more  besides, 
which  shall  surpass  them  far  in  value."  With  these  agree-  ^m 
able  words  they  left  me,  and  I  remained  highly  satisfied.        H 


'  Tb«  Docheu  vcmid  OM  uk«  the  cruel£i  u  a  eifL  The  Duke  toochi  It 
fcc  fifteen  bnodrcd  (iilden  aowat,  tad  ItimfcriMl  it  to  ihc  PItii  id  156$.  Il 
WM  circB  bf  lb«  Gnad  Dakc  Fmbccko  to  1576  ta  Pbtlip  IL,  wbo  plaoni  il 
B  tke  EMorat,  what  ii  e««  it. 
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Msny  weeks  passed,  but  of  nic  natbinf;;  more  «-afl  spoken. 
II1L&  neglect  drove  me  half  mad  with  despair.  Now  atx)tit 
that  time  the  Queen  of  France  sent  Measer  Baccio  del  Bene 
to  our  Duke  for  a  loan  oi  money,  which  the  Duke  very 
fCiacioudy  supplied,  as  rumour  went  Messer  Bacdo  del 
Bene  and  I  bad  been  intimate  friends  in  former  times ;  90 
when  we  renewed  our  acquaintance  in  Florence,  we  came 
together  with  much  multia]  misfaction.  In  course  of  con* 
vcrsation  he  related  all  the  favours  shown  him  by  his  most 
illustrious  Excellency,  and  asked  mc  what  great  works  I 
bad  in  hand.  In  reply,  I  narrated  the  whole  story  of  the 
Neptune  and  the  fountain,  and  the  great  wrong  done  me  by 
the  Duchess.  He  responded  by  tcMing  me  how  her  Hajetty 
of  France  was  most  eager  to  complete  the  monument  of 
her  hiislnnd  Henri  II.,  and  hon'  Daniello  da  Volterra*  had 
undcrt.tkcn  a  great  C4]nestrijm  stttue  in  bronze,  bui  the 
time  had  already  elapsed  in  which  he  promiied  to  perform  it, 
and  that  a  multitude  of  the  richest  ornaments  were  required 
for  the  tomb.  If,  then,  I  liked  to  return  to  France  and 
occupy  my  castle,  she  would  supply  me  with  .all  the  coq- 
ventenca  1  could  ask  for,  pro^-ided  only  I  cured  to  enter 
ber  service.  Tticsc  proposals  he  made  on  the  pari  of  the 
Queen.  I  told  Mcs$er  Bacdo  to  beg  me  from  the  Duke ;  if 
bis  most  illustrious  Excellency  was  satisfied,  I  should  very 
willingly  return  to  France.  He  answered  dieerfully:  "We 
will  travel  back  together  I "  and  considered  the  affair  settled. 
Accordingly,  next  day,  in  course  of  convcraation  with  the 
Duke,  he  alluded  to  myself,  declaring  that  if  his  Excellency 
bad  no  objection,  the  Queen  would  take  me  into  her  em- 
ploy. The  Duke  replied  without  a  moment's  hesilation : 
"  Bcnvenuto's  ability  in  his  profeuion  Is  known  to  the 
whole  world  ;  but  at  the  present  time  he  docs  not  cwa 
to  go  on  working."  Then  they  touched  on  other  topics; 
and  upon  the  day  following  I  called  on  Messer  Bacdo, 
who  reported  what  had  passed  between  them.  Then  I 
lost  all  patience,  and  exclaimed:  "Oh,  met  Hi*  most 
Illustrious  Excellency  gave  me  nothing  to  do,  while  I  was 

•  Thh  mlntM  ii  thlHIf  kmau  (or  M*  "  DnMM  fcwn  iW  Cnm'  lis  iht 
Chsick  atlbt  TnnUk  <i>*  MmU  U  Kobk     II>  died  la  ijM. 
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briagiog  to  perfection  one  of  the  most  difficuH  master- 
pieces ever  executed  in  this  world ;  and  it  stands  me  in 
more  than  two  hundred  crov.-ns,  which  I  have  paid  cot  oi 
oiy  poverty  1  Oh,  what  could  I  not  have  done  if  bis  Ex- 
ccllenc>-  had  but  set  me  to  work !  1  teU  >-oii  in  pure  tnilb, 
U»at  they  have  done  me  a  great  wrong  ! "  The  eood-natured 
KeiiUeman  repeated  to  the  Duke  what  I  had  answered.  The 
Duke  told  him  we  were  joking,  and  Uiat  lie  u-aiited  me  for 
hb  own  service.  The  result  was  that  in  my  irritation  I  more 
than  once  made  up  my  mind  to  make  off  without  asking  leave. 
However,  the  Queen  preferred  to  drop  negotiations,  in  (car 
of  displeaatng  the  Duke ;  and  so  I  remained  here,  much  to 
my  rt^ret 

CXI  1 1 

About  that  time  tlie  Duke  went  on  a  joomey,  attended  by 
all  his  court  and  alJ  his  sons,  except  tlie  prince,  who  was 
in  Spain.  They  travelled  tlirough  Uie  Sienese  Marenuna, 
and  by  this  route  he  reached  Pisa.  The  poison  from  the  tnd 
air  of  those  marshes  lirst  attacked  the  Cardinal,  who  n-as 
taken  with  a  pestilcnUal  (ever  a(ter  a  (ew  days,  and  died  at 
tlie  end  of  a  brie(  illness.  He  u-as  tlic  Dtike's  right  e>-e, 
haudsomc  and  good,  and  his  loss  was  moat  se^'erely  (elL 
I  allowed  aevcral  days  to  elapse,  until  I  thought  their  leara 
were  dried,  and  then  I  betook  myself  to  Pisa. 
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CXLUNrt  auwbioKraphr  brulu  off  abraptly  ;iut  ai  the  point  wfaea 
ll  wu  aa)uiria(  contidsnbte  impovunce  to  ibe  tiiiiorian.  Stodcaii 
ti  KloreBtine  uiiuli  will  bknlty  need  lo  be  reminded  thxi  in  the 
luiumn  of  1561  the  Cardiaal  de"  Mediri  cjiwl  wd4enly  »od  wwicwluit 
myMenmuly  upuo  a  huoting  expedition  in  the  t'lt^n  marthe*,  while 
Oua  Gania  dc^  Medici  followed  him  to  the  grave  after  ibe  interval 
of  a  few  dayi  at  Piia.  Popular  nuiMxif  aMCiied  that  the  Cardinal 
bad  been  mortally  vouoded  m  a  qoarrcl  by  hb  brother  Camo,  and 
that  Ihcii  (aiber,  ih«  Grand  Duke,  had  itaUMd  ibe  Luter  is  a  Ai  of 
■Mmtcroiu  ngt.  The  de«lh  of  the  Grand  Dacbeai  Leonora,  which 
Mok  pinct  ibonly  afterwanli,  ms  aacnbed,  not  10  bcr  oaitiral  »o(n)w 
tad  to  bw  own  pbyucsl  Inflrraitiu,  bat  to  tb«  horror  iiuparvd  in  her 
bj' tboN  doaiMlk  aiinet. 

Thon  t»  lUtl*  daub*  that  all  ibree  death*  were  natnral ;  and  Cellinri 
iMenii|iud  ■CCoiBW  of  the  ooGvmoOM  very  maicnally  cosAnna  tbU 
view.  It  mini,  Immwct,  be  rofretted  that  we  luve  U>%i  the  namtivc 
of  hi*  riaii  to  Pita.  The  intimate  relatioa*  which  op  to  tbii  tune  he 
maiiuained  with  the  Grand  tltical  fainily,  icave  litm  abuadant  on>or- 
Mtflioa  for  ditoenimg  the  truth  in  matter*  which  coocemod  then 
primely  i  nor  can  M  be  tkxtbMd  thai  ibo  pwiitr*  be  would  probably 
bavB  diawn  0/  ibeir  donestic  aWctkf  nam  b«va  been  dramadcaOy 
impTMaivK 

CalUni  died  upoo  the  ijih  ol  February  ijtO)  accortUng  to  tha  old 
nowrim  ityla,  or  in  ij7i.  aocotdiai  to  oar  taodtm  nckoMBC. 
Tkanfoe  Mowwhat  more  than  laven  years  of  tUo  rimiliwJ  tot  him 
aHm  tbm  uminatioa  o(  hit  Mtmuin.  The  evenit  of  iboM  ywn  my 
bo  lo  a  certain  uicnt  recorerad  fiom  hie  private  memoniBda  oi 
Mt(»rJi,  lilt  petitions  to  the  Mediccan  prince*  and  lo  iha  Soprsain- 
darbi  of  Klarcnre,  and  a  few  official  documonu  which  mcniion  luin. 
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Sotne  imporUnl  iacidcnK  of  tus  lifiB  at  Florenca  baton  tb«  jtum 
1561,  omitted  for  unknowD  reaioB*  in  his  aaiobioKnpb<r>  hive  also 
to  be  recorded.  We  find  thai  at  the  clotw  of  1554  be  was  admitted 
to  tlie  Floreatiac  nobilitr-'  la  ihc  year  15^6  ha  was  iwic*  tm- 
pruoiied  ;  00  what  chir^es  cauaut  be  (yredsely  aseenained,  tboush 
pasUjCC*  in  bis  poems  and  petitioiu  make  ii  piobablc  that  on  ooc  «i 
least  ol  ibcM  occaiions  he  was  accusod  frf  cnmmal  immotalit/.' 
Oa  the  3od  of  Jooe  i;58  be  took  the  first  lonsurc,  wiihout  bowevet 
ongaginc  himself  iirevocaUy  to  the  ecclasiuticaj  state.'  From  those 
prdimiisaiy  rows  h«  was  released  in  i  ^(to,  and  about  four  fcan  later 
h«  married  a-woman  wbo  is  named  Piera  di  Salvador*  Puigi  in  oot 
of  his  /iit*rdt.*  Sbe  is  suppoMd  CO  bare  been  tbe  sasic  wbo  behaved 
so  Kcnially  at  the  time  when  the  Peneus  was  being  can,  and  wbo 
nuricd  him  tbrot)gh  tbe  illness  fi>lloinBK  his  visit  to  Sbietta  in  15$^ 
This  identification  is,  buwet-er,  to  say  the  least,  very  dubious.  Tbe 
genoalosical  tabie  printed  at  the  close  of  these  notes  will  infom)  tbe 
teader  ooacerning  tbe  btiths  and  deaths  of  Cellini's  children. 

During  the  year  t$S9  an  act  of  opoi'lijiDded  charity  involved 
CeOin)  in  a  scries  of  troublesome  enLtnglcmcats,  which  deserve  to 
be  briefly  namied.  A  certain  wwuan  called  Doroiea,  the  wife  of 
Domenico  Parigi,  samamed  Sputasenni,  bad  long  served  him  far  a 
model.  Her  husband  was  a  worthless  fellow,  who,  being  imprisooed 
in  tbe  Stinche  for  some  quarrel,  left  his  bmily  in  extreme  indigence.* 
Cellini  received  Dorotea  and  her  son  Antoinio  and  her  daughter 
Marsheiita  into  his  own  house  upon  the  Sth  of  July.  There  he  sup- 
poned  them,  at  the  same  time  paying  (or  Sputaseoni's  board  in  prison, 
until  the  i;th  of  December,  when  the  man  was  released.  His  kind- 
ness to  the  family  d>d  not  stop  here.  Eleven  nvonths  later,  that  is 
to  say,  in  November  ■$60,  he  adupted  tbe  boy  Antonio  Sputasenni, 
giving  him  the  name  of  Nulioo  (a  diminutive  of  Benrenutino),  and 
settling  upon  lum  the  sum  of  one  thouMod  crowns,  which  were  to 
be  paid  when  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  provided  he  adopted  tbe 
profession  of  a  sculptor.*  This  boy  turned  out  unpid,  ill-conditioneo^ 
and  intractable.  Cellini  found  that  it  was  useless  to  educate  him  for 
any  art  or  trade.  Nothing  remained  but  to  nuke  bim  a  friar ;  this 
being  the  nalni*!  refuge  for  incorrigible  idkrs  usd  iscapabln  ne'cr-do- 
weeb.  Accordingly  he  was  established  among  the  novices  td/ratim 
in  the  Franciscan  convent  of  tbe  Nuntiata.  There  he  received  the 
name  of  Laitantio :  but  it  does  not  appear  that  be  pledged  hiiusell 


>  BhuKtii.  p.  s^  •  UiBBCtil,  p.  tu. 

■  BiMcbl,  p.  J9&  '  BtaBM.  p.  ioL 

•  The  nory  tmy  ta  mi  in  CtUiai'i  pelntkta  ID  tbe  Onad  IMm.  BbntU,  Dck 
(.  of  Stria  Pitoia.  p.  S4^ 

•  hcc  TSMi,  *dL  ill.  p.  S». 
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lo  enter  into  religMm.'  CalHai  coaiiitiwd  to  e«t6ie  (utrcntkl  ■utbodty 
and  supervifioB  over  the  jrouih  ;  and  one  oi  hit  chid  uuielies  wm  to 
keep  him  from  the  coauinioAtiiis  soaety  of  hii  father.  Th>»  xood- 
fat-MMhiBK  felloi*  had  been  rcii>i>nj[  for  tome  jrcftn  in  Pisft  t  bM 
•bait)]'  before  1569  be  relun>c<I  wiib  hit  wife  to  FlotctKC,  coaifbtMd 
toddly  Ihu  hi*  ton  wu  being  educaled  (or  a  friar,  and  ased  all  hit 
taftiieace  to  deleai  the  plaiii  Cellini  hod  (ormcd  for  LattantKy*  future. 
Cdlini  forbade  Laitamio  to  visit  hit  biher.  Tbe  novice  dlwbejred 
(fail  onJec  and  early  in  the  tprtog  of  ■{69  CeUini  formally  dirin- 
berited  his  adopted  soa,  and  washed  his  bands  of  the  alTair.'  He 
was  MM,  bowevei,  eanly  quit  of  thcH  tnwbkMcne  prot^K^  la 
tfjo  Donicnico  SpulaMoai  iattiinted  a  nih  agaian  CcUini,  in  order 
to  compel  hin  to  inaintain  the  yoiinf;  man,  whoa  wt  nait  now  again 
call  ARtooio^  and  lu  secure  a  portion  of  (h«  adopttn  bther's  eilaW 
ia  settlement.  The  aciion  went  againn  tbe  defendiuil,  who  was  mo- 
iMHod  on  the  znd  of  June  IJTO  10  provide  for  Antonio's  stipporv' 
Af^il  this  verdict  Cellini  appealed  to  the  C.nttd  Uuke.  It  appeatt 
from  the  rcecript  to  hb  petiiioo  that  bia  eaiate  was  evenlualty  freed 
from  all  claims  on  ibe  part  of  AntooM  SpinaaeonI  {  but  CeUai  was 
obHfcd  to  pay  a  yoafly  aUowuce  doiiag  hit  own  lifetimo  Id  tba 
yoBBf  man.* 

During  the  whole  of  this  traittaction  itoihini;  emei|[es  to  CaUini^ 
discmlJi ;  nor  it  there  any  hint  thai  Anioaio  Sputas«noi  was  regifJad 
as  his  tllexitunale  child.  On  the  ointrafy,  the  lad  it  deacvibed  as 
tg/iiaU  n»  »Je/fnv  *  ltgillim»  «  mmlmrait  tU  D^mtwiiv  itAnlpni» 
SpulnuHHi  di  Ftrtmu  m  the  advdSO  atllteDce  of  June  I,  iSTOi  We 
have,  theicfore,  ilie  right  to  aasuBB  that  aJl  Cellini's  dealisifs  wiifa 
Oie  Spatasenoi  braUy  were  prompied  by  simple  kind-hiar>adaiss 
This,  tike  his  Dataral  aBeciioo  for  hit  lister  and  niecea,  wbkb  dM•^ 
mined  him  to  quit  the  service  of  King  Kraitcis,  It  aa  amiable  trail  in 
bis  mixed  character.* 

la  Ibe  nioDlh  of  March  is6i  (new  style)  Calliai  received  (raoi  tbe 
Craod  Dake  a  donauoa  of  hti  bouse  ia  the  Via  del  RosaioL*  Tbe 
Wnils  is  whtcb  CosioM  di/  UodM  mentions  hit  merit  as  "aa  artist 
ia  brOBK-casiing  and  a  sculptor  tesplendeni  with  iocompaimble  glory,' 


>  Ha  b  alteiirardi  <lMci1tinl  u  It  ifrttUt  At  Lammf  by  Om  (Mlga  wdo 
4hI)M  a  CM*  tn  kii  fkwar,  Jum  s,  im     MismM,  p>  hi. 

•  Tte  vMi  Moy  may  tow  U  raw!  M  QUaft  em  itutr4i  •■  am  suUssl. 
■•Dcat,  Doe.  iba.  «  Sate  IVlaa.  p.  uy. 

•  aso«lp.sts. 

•Sa«OAU'*pMMieo.BhMM.p.S4il  TaiM,  >eL  UL  p.  iM;  to  (bt  dsaree  irf 
Inly  II,  llyo.  eosapeUng  hi*  M  asiliaH  AMoato  «ar«|  Mi  ewe  IMna, 

•  It  oiMt  10 bs  ailCaasil  thai  Uw  aooMa  CiIUbI  wwriad  Wsn  t*i,  I 
*  fcliaifas  Pwlcl.  b<a«  ito  am  ttmOj  namm  sa  Ihtw  apnU 

•  Sse  CWpaiu.  h4.  a.  p.  4«a :  TaMi,  i>ei  U.  pt  let.    TbMi 
W  MoM  aad  BtochL    M  I  sm  ae  ras«>a  le  d«M  Ms  1 
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pTon  that  be  was  at  this  time  high  in  favour  with  his  patroo.  Tbe 
gift  is  conliiTaed,  with  rcrenioa  to  hU  bein,  by  a  tormal  derd  ol 
Frfwuary  5,  1563  (new  «yle).' 

The  diKUmcntt  relating  to  Cellini  during  the  Usi  decade  ai  bti 
life  prove  that  be  <nu  constantlir  in  litigation  with  tbe  GratMl  Diik> 
regarditig  payment*  due  lo  him  for  the  PetMin  and  other  works  ti 
Bit  it  appeut  from  the«&  thai,  whether  tbrougfa  hit  own  ncslcct  of 
an  or  ihraugh  die  indilTcicnce  of  hit  princetif  paiioai,  he  ceased  to 
be  cmptoycd  on  uitdcnakings  of  public  importance.  At  tbe  same 
time  we  gather  from  the  ume  series  of  papers  that  be  et^n*^  *■> 
business  speculations  with  Florentine  goldsmiths,  and  that  be  invested 
some  capital  in  purchases  of  land  The  slate  of  his  health,  wfakb 
was  aerer  robust  after  the  illness  of  1559-to,  combined  with  deoMMk 
caies  seems  to  have  contributed  together  with  old  age  to  a  suspensioa 
of  his  active  faculties. 

Vr'hen  the  Florentines  prepared  their  splendid  obMqaies  for  Michel 
Angelo  Uuonanoii  in  tbe  Church  of  Six  Croce.  upon  the  t6th  of 
March  I  $64.  Cellini  was  chosen  logeihcr  with  Ammauati  to  represent 
tbe  art  of  Sculpture,  while  Broaiino  and  Vasari  walked  as  representa- 
tives of  Painting  in  tlie  fiuieTal  ptocession.*  Vasari  in  ba  Ufe  ef 
Michel  An^eJo  relates  that  Cellini  was  prevented  by  ill-heallh  (ttm 
attending  ;  and  this  must  have  been  a  sore  disappointment  to  one  tvbo 
professed  so  sincere  a  devotion  to  the  last  great  master  of  Italian  ait 
Indeed,  during  the  closing  years  of  his  existence,  Cellini  saficitd 
from  many  pressing  maladies,  the  wont  and  most  persistent  of 
which  seems  to  have  been  the  gouL  Aiter  making  several  wilU 
during  the  four  previous  )-ean,  be  dsctated  bis  last  testament  on  the 
iSth  of  December  1570.  Codidb  were  added  iacc«saively  upon  the 
iuh  of  January,  3rd  of  February,  and  6th  of  Febrvary  i$7i  ;  and 
on  tbe  13th  of  that  month  be  breathed  his  last.  Upon  the  ijth  he 
was  buried  with  public  honoun  in  the  Church  of  the  Annuniiata. 
tn  the  course  of  the  ceremony  an  oniioa  was  delivered  "  is  praise 
and  honoar  of  his  life  and  works,  and  of  the  excellent  disposhioo  of 
his  soul  and  body.**  He  left  a  widow  and  two  legitimate  childien 
to  deplore  his  losi. 

1  SiucU.  p.  501.  •  Carpaol.  *oL  U  p.  mL 
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AcaAitiou,  C«ih\  M«M«r  of  tht  MiM  ■(  FIorenMt  1)5, 

Accoiti,  tlrnc'letta,  Archbatbop  of  RjivvRBa,  >77. 

Afnolo,  CtiUiKoo  d',  4>a 

Acnolo,  Michel,  ■  Sien«M  (culptor,  S^  54i  56. 

Ag^noloi  Hldtel,  foldunitti,  Criliai  placed  In  hb  warVahop,  la 

A(MliiKS  UJlor  ta  ilia  Duke  of  Florancc,  173. 

Almiani,  Lvifi,  pott,  iy.  S8, 161, 164,  303. 

Aftfaii,  GtrelKWo  dagU,  41 5 ;  inediaui  b«w«n  CaUuti  uad  tbc  Duki^ 

ARNtt,  Ilniy  il*,  1S7, 

AldobnuxU,  Bcnitio,  961 

Alconi,  Gbvuut,  tlaaitr  of  tlw  WudralM  u  Popt  CIwmdi  VII., 

Alicotno,  Tniiaflo,  ChwnbailaiB  to  Pope  Ckmrni  V|l.,  89,90,  119, 

U3 
Allccretti,  Antonio,  pott,  94,  I61,  16;. 
Allori,  Angela  <lt  brontliw),  painter,  41S )  vrilM  Mnncu  oa  Caikni'i 

("aoaua,  408,418. 
Almml,  Sfent.    Sf*  Stonm. 
Altoril),  Hinilo,  Tiikm  CotMBl  al  Rome,  ]90l 
Alvmm,  Pictro,  of  Tolado,  Vicnoy  o(  Naplea.  tjS- 
AmalS,  Onka  ol,  1A9-7& 
AnibnMgia, Sacntuy  10  Popt  Paol  III.,  ifo. 
AntfiKo,  M  aBamellar,  45. 
Ammaiuio,  nartolomtneo,  ioil|M<ir,  4»<  43S1 4]$- 
Anfelica,  ihe  Sicilian,  laj,  116,  i^,  ij&. 
Angvillwm,  Count  of,  997- 
Aacnillotw  of  Lncca,  96. 

AiuMbMli,  OanSa  d*.  Admiral  of  Fnuic*,  337,  $]> 
Aataa,  Signora.  a  Roman  councaait,  101. 
AnieriitoU,  Piomuria  (Lo  Sbietu),  4191  Cellini  bay*  a  fartn  htm, 

4  JO ;  atMtnfUi   to   poiMR   Cellini,  434  1  iucc«ada  w  •windlinf 

CaHbi,  440. 
Anteokih  a  dmic  mkMCr.  13. 
Araafo,  Pigola,  Calfiiti  *ork«  w\xh,  14. 
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Axanm,  apprentice  to  Cellini,  185,  186,  189,  I9j,  198,  atOt  a6i,  365 

168,  380,  308,  3J0,  331,  341  ;  h*t£  miKondad,  iS& 
Arcrardo,  S«mttori,  390,  393. 

Baccio  d'Agnoix),  GiulUo  di,  399, 

B&cbiacca,  II,  paimer,  51, 61,  3&& 

Bagtiooi,  Onuio,  General  of  Pope  Clement  VI I^  67,  71, 77, 

Batbo,  GiroUuno,  Bi»hop  of  Gurck,  60. 

Bnldini,  B«roardoi>e,  jewetler  to  the  Dolce  of  Florence,  35S,  366, 

398.  *o6,  409- 
BaldiKci.  GiiLcopo,  Master  of  the  Pope*!  Mim,  107. 
Bandiiwllo.  Bacdo,  sculptor.  10,  qj,  351,  354,  355,  365.  370.  37i.  3?4.' 

399,  409,  418-410,  4IJ-414,  4171  his  statue  of  Heiculcs  and 
Cacui,  37;  ;  bis  hish  valuation  of  CcUlni's  Perseus,  419, 

Bandini,  Giovan,  103. 

Bargello,  tbe  chief  constable  in  lulian  lowns,  96. 

Barielini,  Archbishop  of  Pisa,  419. 

Bartolommeo,  surRcon,  married  to  CcUini't  yoonger  sster,  7^ 

Bastiano.    Ste  Del  Piombo. 

Bdlaimati,  Girotamo,  military  architect,  333. 

B«inbD,  Pidro,  man  of  letters,  189  :  his  kindness  to  CeOiDl,  190L 

Bendedio,  Alberto,  agent  of  (ho  Cardinal  of  Fcmu*,  373.  S75. 

B«ie.    St4  Del  Bene. 

B«Dedetto,  S«r,  a  StesFse  noury,  130. 

Benimeadi,  Niccol6,  149,  ijo;  6xes  aqnarrd  on  Celliiu,  150, 

Bentntendi,  Piero,  149,  151-153. 

Beavesnalo  of  PeragJa,  the  Pope's  Chamberlain,  63,  64. 

Beriinghieri,  Bcflinghier,  99. 

Bemardi,  Giovanni,  a  famous  maker  of  medals,  130. 

Bettini,  Baccio,  patron  of  the  arts,  177. 

Bilioiti,  Zana  de*,  accountant  to  Pope  ClenKct,  105. 

BoloKDA,  Cian.,  sculptor,  418,  

Bourbon,  Constable  of,  his  attack  on  Rome  in  1516^  6j  :  uid  to  b* 

bUcd  by  Cellini,  66. 
Bona,  servant  in  Sant*  Angelo,  318, 137. 
Brandini,  Gioranbaitista,  417. 
Bugiardinl.  Ciuliano,  painter,  S3. 
Buooaccorti,  Giuliano,  treasurer  to  Frmncit  I.,  357. 
Buonaccortt,  Giuliano,  197- 
Buooarrwi,  Snichel  Agnoto,  19,  30,  59,  375,  390-393:  Torrtpaal 

quarrel  with,  ao ;  his  praise  of  Cellini,  81 ;  bb  David,  349. 
BwbaccB,  a  Florcnltae  courier,  191,  193,  195. 

Cagu,  B«ncdei(e  da,  judge  ia  ciimiBal  cases,  305, 33$. 
Capua,  Archbishop  of,  S& 
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CaradMMH  a  nukti  of  medali,  44.  Si,  8S. 

CarooMCchi,  Piero,  ijS. 

Cu9,  Amubate,  a  diMingnkhcd  writer,  94,  131,  161,  16$. 

Oupl,  Giaeeawi  dt,  a  plijnician,  47 :  bit  treatment  of  the  "  Frcach 
AiMwe,"  47- 

Canoed  da  Portonno,  Jacopo,  painter,  praiict  CalliDi'i  Ptntut,  40& 

Caslel  del  Rio,  Mona  Fiore  da,  Cellini'*  bootekeepcr,  38;,  jfiS. 

Ca»iOTD,  FranccKO,  a  goMnnilh,  11. 

Catiro.  rhike  at    St*  FaniM^  Pte  LuIkl 

Catering,  Cellior*  mode)  and  nIainM,  309-311. 313.3(7-319, 3S> 

Cavftletii,  Sdpioaa,  Boloyncw  illumiiuttor,  ty, 

Cellini,  th«  coai-of-anna  of  iha,  101. 

Ctlliat,  Andrea,  grandhtber  of  Benvenuto,  4- 

Ccltini,  Benventito,  hii  rcawni  for  wiitioK 
p«renutge,  9-4 ;  bis  MippoMd  ancestry, 
rea*on  of  hit  oatne,  6  ;  miraculouily  escapes  a  scorpion,  6 ;  sees 
a  salamander,  7  ;  is  tanghl  music,  7  ;  is  pl««d  in  tbe  workshop 
of  a  gotdtmitb,  10 ;  hb  yomfer  brmbct'*  vskMir,  1 1  ;  banished 
ftom  Florence,  13  ;  mM  Io  Botofna  to  knra  iniwic,  13  ;  his  gmi 
diitaUt  for  Buuk,  7,  10^  13,  17.  iS;  quamli  with  h»  father,  16; 
Imtc*  bone  and  gets  cmplojrment  at  Pisa,  t6 ;  wun»  homo, 
18;  bit  fricndabtp  with  FrsnccKO  di  Filippo,  lo:  lesres  homo 
aKiin,  forKofDe,]!,!];  bissuctessfol  work  with  II  Fircnniola,  131 
his  hiriousqaarrel  with (jbennloGuaKoati,  11-18  ;  ltef*(o  Kmhc, 
y>  ;  works  for  the  Bishop  of  8niaminca,  30^  3J  :  hii  quartel  with 
him,39-4t ;  hisconiini»ion  for  Madonna  Porria,  witc<i<CwnM»dc 
Chijp,  31  ;  her  Kcnerous  payment  of  him,  33,  34  ;  bopwiwi  ■ 
member  of  Pope  Clemrni'*  band,  37,  38  ;  bis  reBectKMii  on  hii 
own  abililiet,  4S.  $8 :  his  maivelloua  recowry  from  tbe  plagua, 
49-St  i  hit  escape  from  pirates,  $■  ;  his  practical  jokm  ai  a 
tnpper-partyi  S^'S*^  :  hit  kiadncss  to  LuLgi  Pnlci,  and  tbi  (hasw- 
hil  return  made  to  him,  $9-4}  ;  ftghu  in  the  war  between 
CIuuIm  V.  and  Francis  1^  66 ;  claim*  that  h«  kitted  tbe  Con> 
■UUi  of  BoortMB,  66  ;  takes  rhame  of  the  artillery  in  the  Castia 
of  S.  AnitctD,  67-M  ;  aofne  of  hii  eiploiia,  67-77 ;  nearly  kill* 
Cardinal*  Katncse  and  Salviaii  by  mischance,  yi  t  maha  down 
Uw  Jowcb  of  thf  Pope  to  save  them,  7$  :  go**  to  Mantua,  79  • 
pntood  by  Midiel  Anseto,  83  i  taliea  service  under  Pirpe  ClemJeai 
■(•taM  FlofOACO,  84,  Sj  I  hit  mMceat  in  dadpibc  ■  battoit  ht 
l^pt  ClMMBlfa  oopa,  t^i,  109 1  ntakei  din  for  Pope  CtnanA 
coinage,  gi.  107  1  1*  made  starap-maaier  in  lb*  Pope"*  Mint,  9]  t 
treats  a  monumFnt  to  hi*  brother,  too,  toi  ;  mardm  lh«  soldiat 
who  ikol  his  brothn,  loi  -,  <ipen«  a  thnp  in  Rome,  103  ;  hr«  ihop 
robbed,  104.  io(  i  made  a  mace-lwarvr  to  the  Pope,  109;  ofTendi 
Popa  ClemtM,  iii,  113  i  his  oymi^  givei  way,  1141  V***  il>* 
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udcBCSi.  Ii6i  reooiren  bis  health,  116:  deprived  or  hit  pUccis 
tb*  Mint,  119;  airetted  by  the  Pope's  onlen,  i;o:  his  aiittB- 
turcs  with  a  neciomanccT,  136;  woands  Benedetto,  the  aoary, 
■nil  is  reported  lo  hare  tlain  Tobbu,  131 ;  flees  from  Rome,  133  1 
{[oei  to  Naptcs,  134  ;  retumi  to  Rocne,  137  ;  tMken  into  Ckvucr  br 
Pope  Ctentem,  139:  kilU  Pompeo,  143;  Ukea  iwo  Qivour  1^ 
Pope  PauJ  III.,  and  ordered  to  strike  his  coins,  144;  his  littj/ 
Aiicmptcd  by  a  Corsican,  146;  forced  to  leare  Rome,  g^oes  le 
Florence,  14S  ;  taku  a  journey  10  Venice,  149-153  ;  a  qnuni 
fastened  on  him  by  Niccol6  Benintendi,  150 ;  rxidely  trealed  by 
a  landlord,  153  ;  in  rei-entfc  cuts  four  bed»  to  pieces,  154  ;  makes 
diei  for  Alessandro  dc'  Medici,  1  jj  ;  returns  to  Rome,  160 ;  his 
attempted  arreci  by  the  Bargello,  160  ;  reoeiTes  a  pardon  for  bis 
kilting  of  Pompeo,  163  ;  has  a  dangerous  illness,  163  ;  tooncC  oo^ 
him  by  Benedetto  Varchi,  167;  recovers  from  hit  iUdms,  170: 
emptoycdby  Pope  Paul  [II.  on  a  present  to  Charles  V.,  178:  makes 
a  famous  foil  for  the  Pope's  diamond,  1S3  ;  bas  a  narrow  escape 
from  drowning:,  193,  193  ;  saves  the  life  of  a  French  scnveoer, 
199 ;  arrested  00  a  false  charge  of  stealing  the  Pope's  Jewels,  104 ; 
account  of  his  examinaiioo,  304-308  ;  his  imprisonment  by  Pope 
Paul  III.,  109-119:  his  escape,  319-334:  his  i«-caplurt,  133 ;  con- 
veyed to  the  Torre  di  Nona,  331 :  bis  cruel  imprisonnient  inSant^ 
Angclo,  335  ;  has  an  extraordinary  vision,  344  ;  a  plot  to  poison** 
him  fails,  350  ;  his  sonnet  10  the  Caslellan  of  Sanl^  Anfiela,  347  : 
an  aureole  rests  upon  bis  head,  3^4  ;  his  Capilolo  to  Luca  Martini, 
3S4  ;  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Cardinal  of  Ferrara,  361  ;  his 
<|uarTcl  «ith  the  postmaster  at  Siena,  267  :  gees  to  Paris  to  the 
OOWt  of  FftBCis  1.,  178  ;  his  emoluments  from  the  King.  3S1 ; 
iuUHed  in  the  castle  of  Le  Petit  Nesle,  183:  visited  in  his 
workshop  by  the  King,  387;  narrowly  escapes  berng  murdered 
while  carrying  home  gold,  391 ;  hi*  success  in  casting  brnnic, 
394 ;  receives  letters  of  naturalisation  from  Francis  I.,  39; ;  his 
high  favour  with  (he  King,  301 :  incurs  the  ill-will  of  Madame 
d'F.tampes,  301 ;  worried  by  a  lawsuit,  306 :  hit  meant  of  extri- 
cating himself,  joS:  tried  for  a  criminal  offence.  313;  hisqtuurel 
with  Primaticcio  (II  Bologna),  31  j;  his  revenge  on  Mkceri  and 
his  model  Caterioa,  318 :  m^kes  a  statue  of  jnpiter  for  Francit  1^ 
339:  his  cokMsal  statue  of  Mars,  333:  rebuked  by  the  King, 
defends  his  conduct,  336;  hit  departure  from  France,  541; 
arrives  at  Florence,  346;  undertakes  his  famous  statue  of  Per- 
Mos  for  Cnslmo  dc'  Medici,  348;  writes  a  tetter  to  the  King  ol 
France  defending;  his  conduct,  3^7:  accused  of  an  unDaiural 
crime,  361 ;  fiee*  to  Venice,  363;  returns  to  FloTeoce,  363;  death 
of  his  illegitimate  son,  371  :  his  great  quarrel  with  BanfJinelli,  374 ; 
his  catting  of  the  Perseus,  383 ;  loses  the  bvoar  of  ibe  DiKhcsa 
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hoi  Florence  J93-J98  >  bis  Pcncut  win*  gnu  preice  wbeo  n- 
hilMied  lo  iha  people,  4oS-4iOi  iha  Cake's  protnites  lo  bin, 
410,  41 1 ;  a-bicb  m  MM  kept,  414 ;  goct  k  pil^nugc  ol  thuika 
Im  the  wcctu  of  bii  Pm«u»,  4  r  i ;  bajrs  ■  (kmi  from  Lo  Sbtetta, 
4)0 1  Lo  Sbieiu  aitempu  10  poison  hltn.  433;  bU  deatb,  447; 
AccMini  of  ei-ents  dm  incladecl  in  his  satobioKrapkr,  447-4ja 

CelUai,  Cecchino,  btother  of  Heotrenuto,  ij,  tCs  Si,  961  his  valour, 
1 1  ;  boaisbed  for  quartelling,  11 ;  wounded  is  an  enMiiinter  with 
lb*  guaid  of  ibe  ItatjieltOi,  98  ;  dies  of  his  woand,  too ;  DenreauM 
•nets  a  monument  to,  too  i  hit  epitaph,  loa 

Cellini,  CosA,  sistei  ol  BeDvenuto,  79. 

Cellini,  Crittefcno,  y 

CtWti,  EltMbeita,  mother  of  Benrenuto,  1,  4. 

CtHioi,  CiovuiDi,  father  of  Bcnvcnnlo,  a,  4  i  ■  masicuui,  4  ;  mekes 
■Miskal  iaMnaMUs,  7;  bis  cptKrun  on  ibc  Medici,  9;  kb 
propbecj  rtfBidfaic  Picro,*  pui>il  *ho  insults  bun,  u  :  imists  on 
Itctivrnuto's  sludyinK  music,  7,  10,  1^  17:  his  plusure  in  bts 
son's  sucress,  j6 :  dies  of  ibc  ptague,  81. 

Cellini,  Lipctala,  sister  of  UenvvDuto,  tt,  166,  171. 

CdUni,  Lixa,  k  v&lisni  sotdier,  j, 

Cclflai,  Pitn,  wife  of  Benrenoio,  44>- 

Cemim,  Buiiuio,  i;?. 

C«nlaao,  Andre*,  )>9. 

C«r>,  Rienio  da,  ti- 

CtMno,  Gahnel,  361,  164. 

Cmwi^  waitnuui,  4IX 

Cmwi,  CiufiaeooMi  ot,  ■  musklnis,  j7, 

ClrilW,  CaUiritUo,  a  paimi  to  Cellini,  43. 

Ca^  Ainalo  dR,  196. 

Cluuto  v.,  I7t,  179,51s,  I3J!  war  between  Fruds  I.  nsd,  h)  iJSl.ftS- 

CfcenAiMS,  ■  Cunous  dockmaker,  16$. 

Chi)[i,  AKOstiiso,  30l 

Cbigi,  UisiiMmdo,  yx 

Otigit  Uadonna  Portia,  wife  at  CtsmoMlo,  jt,  43  ]  htf  t«WM> 
payment  of  Cellini,  33. 

Chioccia,  Bsnolocnmeo,  worfcnaB  cnployed  by  CciUni,  yof. 

Cibot  Caidlnal  tnnocenbo,  41. 

GbOk  LortBto,  148. 

CloH,  Prwienco{M  Moacbina),  43S. 

CioU,  Simotie,  sculptor,  41IL 

Ciait,  ckptabi  in  ibe  Ilande  Nere,  <y^ 

CteBknilVII.,Pope,j7.4i.  178;  attacked  by  ibc  CoUmnae,  and  drivm 
f  Ina  llM  oaUa  ot  S.  Anrelo,  6$  :  nakee  war  at)  Flotesicc,  S3 1 
'  CtBIni  nhc*  letvin  nnder  Mtn,  S}  1  his  qeanel  with  Ceilhit,  1  ly 
taj :  takes  CdUni  into  Esvovr  again,  i]9 :  hie  death,  141. 
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Colonaa,  Ste&no,  373. 

CoBdno,  Bano)(Hnme«,  tjt. 

Coavenini,  Benedeila,  of  Pisioja,  Governor  of  Rome,  104,  33^ 

Comaro,  Cantiou!  t'niactsen,  43,  r43,  170,  Z14,  213,  u^ 

Conese,  T«mmMo,  Pope  Ocmenf*  Dauuy,  93. 

CrespiiM,  the  Bvgello^  304. 

Crac^  Bicdno  ddU,  its. 

Damti,  VtBCvntio,  Ktilptor,  418- 

Del  B«ne,  Albenacoo,  one  of  Celli&i's  (n«nds,  141, 143,  189^ 
Del  Bene,  Baccio,  44> 
Del  Bene,  Kicdardo,  197. 
Del  Goatto,  Alfonto,  Marchese,  183. 
Del  Mnro,  lUffael,  goldHnith,  85, 93.  183. 

Del  Nuans  Maitio,  a  Veronese  in  the  t«r\-ic«  oT  Francis  U  510^ 
Del  Nero.  Francoco,  ten-ani  of  PofM!  Cl«iT)ent  VII.,  loj,  to& 
Del  Piffero.  Ceccbino.    .^MCclltni,  Cccchiao. 
Del  PiRero,  Ercole,  13. 

Del  Piombo,  Sebastian,  celebrated  painter,  94,  109,  tit. 
Del  Sannrino,  Giacopo,  sculptor.     Sm  Taiti. 
UelU  Barca,  Giaeopino,  84,  86,  87. 
Delia  Chioslro,  Ulivieri.  i6l 
Delia  Sciorina,  Giacopo,  called  Barca,  S4,  86,  87. 
Delia  Tacca,  GiovaD  Francesco,  Milanese  soldsmitb,  zaS. 
Diego,  a  Spanith  youth,  $3. 
Donaiello.  364  ;  his  Judith  and  Holoferoca,  349. 
Doanino,  a  goklRnith,  loS. 
Dunuti,  Durante,  Chamberlain  oJ  Pope  Paul  III.,  tSo^  348;  pit 
Celtioi's  death,  148. 


Erodle  del  Pirrxso,  13. 

Esie,  Ippolito  d',  Cardinal  of  Femn,  197,  30l,  30),  sjs,  361,  364,  373,' 

178,  sgfi,  J88, 189,  31s.  34a 
Ettotcville,  Jean  d\  Provmt  of  Paris,  i8> 
fittrnpcs,  Madame  d",  mutress  of  Ftands  I.,  387,  397,  305,  315,  334, 

338, 339  ;  Cellini  incurs  her  ill-will,  301  ;  her  machinations  agaiosi 

Cellini,  337.  330.  334.  33S- 


* 


Fa,  Jacques  de  la,  314. 

Fagiulo,  Girolamo,  1 19. 

Fano,  Lodm-ico  da,  94,  163,  16$. 

Famese,  Cardinal  Alcuaitdto  (aftermuds  Pope  Paul  III-X  7ii 

Famese,  Jeronimn,  wife  of  Pier  Lap,  333. 

Famete,  Pier  Luijci,  son  of  Pope  Paul  lit.,  303,  317.  348,  34S- 

Faustina,  lister  of  Cellini's  apprentice  Paulino,  36 
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F«llc«,  C«ltmf*  puucr,  115.  i^o,  160,  164,  166,  167,  171, 174.  175. 

188, 101, 113. 
FiAKhino,  ChunbcrlMn  to  Ihe  Duke  or  FerntA,  2J4. 
Filippo,  FrancMco  di,  hit  rncndihip  with  CoUini,  10, 14- 
Fionna,  one  of  Caesai'i  capuin*,  Cellini  daimt  deaceat  from,  y 
FuctinioK  GioTanni,  goldtmilh,  11-14. 
FkKCDCc,  bnili  tn  imitaiion  ot  Rome,  i ;  Cellini's  Bpocryphkl  derivA- 

tMti  of  ilt  name,  3  :  attacked  by  Pope  Clemetil,  83,  88. 
Foian«,  Fn  IVenedetio  da,  a  prictt   who  <m  itarvc<cl  to  death  io 

priton,  340. 
FoDlaiMbleau,  Nympb  of,  catt  by  Cttllinl,  311, 
Foatana,  Domenicoi  jeweller  is  Naples,  ijj. 
Foppa,  AnvbiTOfM.     Sm  Candooaa 
Fnuicit  I.  of  France,  17S,  3S4.  3!7  :  ww  between  Charlet  V.  and,  in 

ijii,  6s  ;  hii  patronage  of  Ccltini,  379. 
Ftwueii.  Matti<H  poet,  164,  165. 
Fuaconi,  FnnoeKs,  a  hmoai  pbyiician,  163, 166-16S. 

GaDDI,  Afnolino,  116-0& 

GMldi,  Cardinal  dc',  70.  toy 

Gftddi,  CMTaani,  Clerii  o(  the  Camera,  94, 9s.  109,  t  ji,  160, 164-167. 

G^  a  feetiab  MiUaeM  jtwaller,  183.  i8j. 

Galleoni,  Pktre  Pagolo,  goldaaoiib,  157,  ijg,  i7> 

Galhini,  Denunl«,  355. 

Ganbeita,  a  pro«tilote,  makes  a   sbamcM   charge  agliut  CetKni, 

361. 
Gattiitaia,  Gio.  BaitoloiniDeo  di,  107. 
GiaBgiacocno,  of  Cesena,  mancian,  36> 
Giannoiti,  Giannottn,  ax 

CUmlo,  Girolamo,  Treaavrar  of  Ibe  Duke  of  Ferana,  17),  17). 
GiaoTt,  Federigo,  8j,  tt 

Giowaniii,  I'ici,  a  chambeilain  to  I'ope  Clcmenl,  i»a 
Gioveaale,  Latino,  de*  Maitetti     Sm  Juveiuk. 
Ginlamo,  Fn,  26. 
Gmmt^,  Knelt,  Cardinal,  80. 
Caanf>i  Fedariio,  Marqina  of  Mantaa,  7^ 
Gwut/t,  Ippolito,  341. 
Ge«W.Laiuiirio,3Si,35],  370.  «ea 
Gmbkci,  EliubMla,  nwthcr  of  Cellini,  a,  4. 
Gtanacci,  Siefano,  i,  4. 
Ctolier,  Jean,  31S. 
Guadagai,  Felice.    Am  Felice. 
CtiaacoMli,  tba.  CcUisi'i  quanel  willi,  )|. 
Guidi,  Ciacopo,  M^reUiy  to  Coiimo  da*  Medki,  4I(. 
Ctiidl^  Ciudo,  phfticLan  to  Francii  1,,  (nuul  to  Celltoi,  303,  ^1, 3J4 


46o  INDEX 

Hemrt  U.  of  France,  lij. 

U  Bachiacc*.     Sk  Verdi,  FnnccMo. 

II  BroniiiM.    Set  AUori,  AngelOL 

II  Canulosso.    Su  Candosso. 

II  Faltore,  painter,  30,  3;. 

II  Lamenione.    Su  Liunuilane. 

II  Magalotto.    Su  Magalotti.  GrcEono. 

II  MoachtDO.     Set  Ctiiolt,  Franccica. 

U  RooBts  painter,  4:.  SL  "A  '97.  306,  339. 

11  Triboliiui.    Set  Peticoli,  Ni«;olo  de'. 

Jacoho,  of  Perugia,  a  surgeon,  ny 
Jacopo,  of  Carpi,  sttrtfeoa,  47>  37& 
Juliu*  III.,  Pope,  390b 
juvenale,  Latino,  poet,  145,  178,  184. 

l.AUKKTONe,  It,  courier  from  Florence  to  Venice,  14Q,  t5L 

Land),  Anlonio,  35S,  3;^,  368. 

Laodi,  Pici,  dear  friend  of  Cellini,  8a,  85,  171. 

Lasincati,  Aleuandro,  586, 

Lauiizio,  teal-enKraver,  44,  361. 

I.*o  X.,  Pope,  9. 

Lconi,  L«oflc,  a  goldsmith,  24)^ 

Lionardo  da  Vinci,  19,  38a. 

Uppi,  Fra  Filippo,  ao. 

Lippi,  FtuKcsco,  to. 

Lomin^  John  at.  Cardinal,  1S7, 188,  jot.  303. 

l.tica{i:iioli>,  a  Koldimilh,  jo;  his  rivalry  with  CelUni,  i»-3$. 

Lnigi,  Pier,  son  of  Pope  Paol  III.    Set  Fameee,  Pier  LaagL 

Macaroni,  a  Roman  workman  employed  by  CeUInl,  31a. 

Macherone,  Ceiare,  a  forger,  107,  108. 

Machiavelli,  his  epitaph  on  Piero  Soderini,  8,  w/e. 

MafOn,  Antoine  le,  se<:reiary  to  Ntaitcarei  of  Navarre,  29^ 

Maf5u,  captain  of  the  Bargello's  gTuard,  98,  99. 

MaKaJottt,  an  exile  at  Ferrara,  i;i,  iji. 

Magalotti,  GreKOiin,  Goveninr  of  Rome^  lao. 

Manncllini,  Bcnurdino,  workman  to  Cellini,  35^  363,  38* 

Mannoi,  an  excellent  worlcman,  170. 

Mantua,  Federi^o  Goniago,  Mar<{ui£  of,  79. 

Marcone,  ihe  goldsmiili,  tS  ;  Cellini  apprenticed  W|  ik 

Margorei  of  Ansina,  in.  334. 

HannagBa,  Monngnor  di,  285. 

Mamctti,  CirolBiBo,  a  Sienese,  83. 
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Maniiu,  l.iic«,nMnaftatien,i7a;  ColfiBJ aMnnm  k  CapUoto to.  iH- 

M^nino,  Piera  ili,  ■  nKoIly  f«)ld«mitb,  3691 

MuMMc,  ADtoflto.     Sm  Ma^o,  Antaiae  le. 

Mkuriiio.  S«t.  CluDcsllor  of  Florence,  1 4^ 

Medio,  iho  fjunily  of,  fricadir  to  CoUini  aiMt  bis  ttxhtr,  y-q. 

Mcd>ci,  AtcMWidio  de*,   Duke  of  Kloteacc,  99^  14B  j  Cellini  nuke* 

diesfer,  'SS-i{9:  montcred  by  LareniiDO,  176. 
Medici,  Cmerina  de*,  187. 
Medici,  Coumino  dc',  Duke  of  FlorenceL.  11,  148,  177.  347  ;  CeUinl 

nuke*  hit  funoui  BUlue  of  Peneus  for  bim,  348  ;  hit  prooiiscs  to 

Cellini,  4IO,  4>'. 
Medici,  KerdinAndo  de",  ton  vt  Cosimo,  404. 
Medici,  FranecKo  de",  mm  of  Qmidio,  404,  43& 
Medici.  Cwna  de",  mo  of  Coiimo,  404. 
Medici,  Cii<imBni  de'  {Pope  Leo  X.),  9. 
Medici,  GioTJiDoi  de",  ton  of  Cotimo,  40^ 
Medici,  GiovAnnino  de",  II. 
Medici,  CiuliADO  de",  9. 
Medici.  Giulio  de'     S**  Clement  VII. 
Uodid,  Ippoliio  de*.  131, 13s.  137,  143. 144- 
Madid,  Lonnnno  de",  ■S7->{9,  174,  963;  miirdcn  tbc  Onk«  AIm- 

iftBdra,  176 
Medtd,  Loimio  de",  ihe  Mafniftceat,  y. 
Medici,  Otuviuto  de',  1S7.  ijS,  173, 173. 
Medici,  I'leru  de',  7. 
Mkceri,  P^tctttn,  workman  employed  by  CdDnl,  309  1  Mi  hypocriay, 

310 1  CeUifli'a  revenife  o«i,  31S. 
Mkbel  Angekx     ^>r  BtMnariML 
Mkbele,agaldiiniih,  it}. 
Mtcbeletlo,  an  cfiKraver  of  icwcU,  81; 
Minndob,  Count  oi,  397,  144- 
Monildi,  Suidnno,  137,  14a 
MoBie  Akiuo,  Nicoot&dft,  148,  I?'.  *7y 
Montelupo,  RaAwDo  de,  67. 
Uonie  Vvctii,BeHdeUadjk,po«,>9;  Ui  •ocwM on  CetUd't  rvpocWd 

death,  lAs,  ttrj. 
Manie  Varchi,  Fnacetce  da,  pbytidan,  I7>>  4JJ. 
Moatkic,  jMui  de,  S09,  >sa. 
UowonoU,  Ciov.  Aagelo,  41a 


Nabiii,  Jacopo.  Ifce  blitorUa,  149^  ifo. 

Nararre,  King  of,  >SS,  390. 

Niccoli.  |[i>ldtiniik  of  Milaa,  79. 

NobUi,  AmoDiu  de',  416. 

Noctia,  Francetca  da,  a  Canvoo*  pbyticlaB,  tii,  i6£-t7a 
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ORAtIO  BAGLtOMI.    Stt  BaglioBL 

Ofbech,  Vicomie  d',  186, 189. 

Qrsini,  Cardinal,  76. 

Ontno,  Gfcrolimo,  Duke  of  tiracciADO,  tai. 

PaCCALU,  GiulUno,  391. 

Pagoio,  ^ipreatioe  of  Cdliai,  362,  365,  368, 169^  tio,  30ft  341. 

pAUavicini,  a  fnar,  310. 

PAOusika,  A  prostiiute,  ji,  60,  6t. 

PATtkiao,  A  wood-CAiver,  399. 

Pucuod,  Girolamo,  a  Perugiu  worktnao  employed  by  C«IUb^  ttt 

Ml,  203,215. 
PaMjoaKno  d'AnconA,  399. 
Paul   111-,  Pope,   I44,  »3>  3i4>  347,  asa.  *7l  :  takes  C«Uini   int* 

bvnur,  144;  cmptojn  Cdltiii  Od  A  preseoi  to  Cbailes  V^  178) 

deaircs  Cell  mi's  death,  309. 
Padino,  Cd&ai's  boy,  j6. 

Paria,  Biihop  vi,  34I-  I 

Pccci,  P>er  AntooM,  o(  iwena,  1 37. 
Pedignone,  sen'ani  in  Sant*  Aagdoi  118. 
PenoL    Stt  11  Fattore. 

P«ricoK.  Niccolo  dc*,  a  Florcntiiw  sciJptor,  148-11^ 
PUli,  RaHadlo  de',  surgeon,  379,  435. 
PilotO)  Koldsmiih,  $9,  i4>. 
PiOBUaiio,  Couni  of,  197. 
Plagae,  gnat,  in  Rome,  45  1  €411111?$  marvellaos  t«cov«y  from,  49-51] 
PoggiDi,  Oianpagolo  and  Uomcnica,  emiiicat  dic-caiteis,  3^6, 

36*.  368. 
Polverino,  Jacopo,  417. 
Pompeo,  a  Milanese  Jeweller,  89^  119,  134,  131,  133,  14$:  pkka 

quarrel  with  Celtini,  141  ;  sUin  by  Cellini,  141- 
Prinukcio,  Francesco,  a  BolOh-nese  palaier,  305.  315,  31ft  333,  339. 
Pfinaivalle  delta  Stub,  an  upright  judge,  36,  37. 
Pnoci,  Antonio,  Cardinal,  114. 
Puoci,  Roberto,  ill,  »4- 
Puki,  Luigt,  Cellini's  kindness  to,  $9:  bis  shameful  ingratitude,  6i 

hb  deaib,  6$, 

QuiSTELU,  Alfonso,  417,  437, 

Rastklu,  Giacomo,  a  bmous  surgeon,  fy. 
Rarcnna,  Archbithop  of,  70. 

Recalcati,  Ambrogio,  Secretary  to  Pope  Paul  III.,  169. 
Reiuo  di  Ceri,  67. 
Riccio,  Pier  FiaoccKO,  Majordomo  of  the  Dukeol  Fkrence,  3$!,  3$^ 
38S,  393  ;  hit  mabce  againti  CelUtu,  3^3. 
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[RMotA,  Cftfdmil,  41. 

[StomaDo,  Giulio,  ji,  $6)  79. 

'Romoli,  VinociuiO)  Cclliai'i  ttrrtnt,  Ii6-ti8,  160^  16I 

Rossi,  Gio.  Girolajno  de*.  BUhop  of  Parii,  jjo,  J03. 

Kubeita,  Celliai'i  Mrvant,  33& 

Rnoellai,  Luigi,  uj- 
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St.  Paul,  )''mi<;oii  di  BooHmm),  Comte  At,  338- 
SB^iiM»iM-aj  ULthop  o(  CflOiiri  world  foi,  Jo,  JS  i  l>ii  impitkBCC,  3S  t 
d«l>r>  paying  Cellmi,  59-41. 
idtobWt  FranccKo,  Cellini  trorks  with,  ii,  34. 
lirfati,  AUmanDo,  416. 
Salvi^ti.  Cucopo,  to,  71. 
SAlvlAii,  C&rdinftI  Gkn-aniii,  4*.  Ii3,  117,  >77. 
Salviaii,  Piero,4ii. 

Sanga,  Uaiiiita,  Secrttvy  to  Pope  Clcntent,  9$. 
Sin  Cailo,  Antodio  da,  1  fiuMXU  uchilMt,  19& 
Saa  G;U1o.  Ftaaoneo  da,  icillplor,  399. 
SauuoviiiOi  GiAcopo  ddL     -^'m  TaitL 
Suitacroce,  Antonio,  cbief  of  the  Pope's  guniMin,  7& 
Santa  F>ore.     Sit  Sfgm,  Akbiim. 
Saulhter,  Pierre,  a  fuMXU  ptinler,  304. 
SavcUo,  GioranU-UiiU.  133. 
Sftvoy,  Ducbeit  Oif,  33a 
Sbictta,  La    i^  Piennaria  AnterifoG. 
Scbffgria,  RaiTacltoDC,  439>  44^ 

I,  GiniUnio,  confMicDtiAl  ageol  of  Pope  Clement,  lof,  1 1 1, 
iberg,  Nkbolu,  OUbop  of  Capu,  66. 
model  and  nuatnn  w  CeUiiK  ]14- 
Atanenit  Chainbedain  of  iIm  Dtike  of  Florence,  37>i  4to,  411 
Aaouio,  Cardinal  Sasta  Fiort,  117. 
,  Sfona,  tSj. 

i«,a  Florefltiii«|Minier,  with  whom  Ccltiai  lodged  to  Paha,  197 
FnoccMo,  174,  176. 

Piero,  8  ;  hii  good-will  to  Cdliai  and  bb  father,  9 )  MKklfr 
MViepiMpboOiS. 
'SalOBUO,  AdHmIo,  of  Seiti|[nano,  aculpier,  133,  i)6> 
Stroni,  CatiivaniA  degli,  96. 
Stnwi,  Kilippo,  75.  >9<- 
Smni,  I'ieto,  a  noted  siddler,  19J,  197,  3)9, 
Stub,  Pandolfo  ddla,  419 

TAXOtinrA,  MillAoo,  a  (aaioiu  Veaeuui  )cwellrr,  itt. 
Ta«io,  G)wan  Hattista  del,  wood-camr,  ai,  3$!,  39^ 
Tuti,  Giocopo,  a  Umooi  Kolpter,  I4t,  1  ji,  36} ;  bit  ill-trealiMni  ol 
II  Triboliae.  iti. 
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"niiaa,  363. 

TobbU,  a  Milanese  goldsmith,  tl?,  lao^  114. 

Toiclto,  Lelio,  ito. 

ToTiMO,  Cju^inal  At,  365. 

Tonigiani,  Picro,  tCBlptor,  18;  tbe  kgead  of  hit  death,  t8;bis<)a 

with  Michel  Angelo,  la 
Trotti,  AlloMo  de^t  a  dilcttAote  of  tha  aru,  tj^. 

Voouvi,  AnioRio,  148,  is>>  3^3. 

Ugolifii,  Giorgio,  CuielUn  of  Sant'  Aogelo,  109,  33$,  33$,  341, 14] 

Ugolini,  Piero,  348. 

Urbiao,  senant  o(  Michel  Angelo,  391. 

Urbino,  Vnaceteo,  Duke  of,  (aitt  to  help  Pope  Clement,  7a 

Urbino,  Gian  di,  a  captain  ia  the  war  against  Pope  Clement,  74 

Urbino,  Rafbello  da,  30,  196. 

Valekti,  Benedetto,  Procurator- Fiscal  of  Room,  tio^  iii. 

Valori,  Banolommeo,  111,  113. 

Varchi.  Benedetto  da  Monte.    Set  Monte  Vardri. 

Vanri,  Giorgio,  painter,  architect,  and  histotiao,  171,  173,  438. 

VftMoa,  Bishop  ol.    Sm  Schio,  Girolamo. 

VasMllario,  Giorseito,  of  Areno.    St*  Vasark 

Vega,  Jtian  de.  Viceroy  or  Sidty,  4io> 

Vamiano,  Bastiono.    Set  Del  Piomba 

Verdi,  Fnuicesco  (11  Bachiacca),  $3,  61. 

Vcrgeiio,  Giovuuii,  94,  163. 

ViUerwt,  Monti  Knot  di,  1 84. 

Viaci,  Lionnido  da,  19,  iSi. 

Voltem,  Daniello  da,  painter,  443- 
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